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BEST  WORK  IN  THE  WORST  TIMES. 

Wherein  the  Ncccffity,  Excellency,  and  Means  of  our-readinefs  for 
Sufferings  are  evinced  and  prcfcrtbed  ;  our  Call  to  fuffering  cleai^- 
ed|  and  the  great  unreadineis  of  many  profeflbrs  bewailed. 

THE  EPISTLE.  TO  THE  READER. 

IT  was  the  obfervation  of  the.lcarned  G^fon  (wheh  the  world  was 
not  fo  old  by  many  years  as  now  it  is)  that  mundus  fenefcens  patiiur 
phantcfiat :  The  aged  world,  like  aged  perfons,  dotes  and  giK>ws  whim- 
fical,  in  its  old  age ;  the  truth  of  which  obfervation  is  confirmed  by 
no  one  thing  more,  than  the  fond  and  groundlefi  dreams  and  phana- 
tifins  of  tranquillity,  and  continuing  profperity,  wherewith  the  multi- 
tude pleafe  them(elyes,  even  v^hilft  the  fins  of  the  times  are  fo  greaty 
and  the  figns  of  the  times  fo  fad  and  lowring  as  they  are. 

It  is  not  the  defign  of  this  Manual  to  icare  and  a&Hght  any  man 
with  imaginary  dangers,  much  lefs  to  fow  jealoufies,  and  foment  the 
dlfcontents  of  the  times ;  it  being  a  juft  matter  of  ^mentation  that  all 
the  tokens  of  God's  anger  produce  with  many  of  us  do  h'etterTruit 
but  bold  ccnfures  and  loud  clamours,  inftead  of  humiliation  for  our 
own  fins>  and  tTiejJue  preparation  to  take  up  our  own  crofs,  and  fol-  ^ 
low  ChrfftTti  a  fuffering  paThj  which  is  the  only  mark  anTaim  of 
this  tra£t 

Wcread  the  hiftories  of  the  primitive  fufferers,  but  not  with  a  fpirit  .^ 
prcpared^to  follow  them^  Some  cenfure  tlicm  as  too  prodigal  of 
their  blood,  and  others  commend  their  courage  and  conftancy ;  but 
where  are  thiey  that  fincerely  refolve  and  prepare  to  be  followers  of 
them  who  through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promifes  ?  Heb. 
vl.  12.  or  take  them  for  an  «  eyiample  of  fuffering,  afflidiron,  and 
"  of  patience,"  Jam.  v.  lo. 

It  is  as  much  our  intcreft  as  it  is  our  duty  to  be  feafonably  awakened 
out  of  our  plgafant  but  moft  pernicipus  drowzinefs.  Trdubles  will 
be  fo  much  the  more  finking  and  intolerable,  by  how  much  the  more 
they  fteal  upon  us  by  way  of  furprizal.  For  look,  as  expe<3:ation_de« 
flowers  any  temporal  comfort,  by  fucking  out  much  of  the  fweetnefs 
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the  aflaal  enjoyment ;  So  the  cxpcftation  of  evils  abates  i^^gch  ofjie 
(1  dreaMfand  terror^  by  accuftomm£^our  thoughts  before-liand  tn  tbj!!"i 
J  ajpa  making  preparation  for  them ;  bo  that  wc  find  them  not  fo 
gieyous^  amazmf^i  and  intolerable  when  they  are  come  mderd. 

This  was  exemplified  to  us  very  lively  by  holy  Mr  Bradford  the 
martyr,  when  the  keeper's  wife  came  running  into  his  chamber,  i'aying, 
«  O  Mr  Bradford,  I  bring  you  heavy  tidings,  for  to-morrow  you  mult 
«  be  burned,  your  chain  is  now  buying,  and  prefently  you  muft  go  to 
<  Newgate/  He  put  off  bis  hat,  and  looking  up  to  heaven,  faid,  O 
Lord,  I  thank  thee  for  it ;  I  have  looked  for  this  a  long  time ;  It 
comes  not  fiiddenly  to  me;,  the  Lord  make  me  worthy  of  it.  See  ia 
this  example  the  fmgular  advantage  of  a  prepared  and  ready  foul. 

Reader^  The  cup  of  fufi[erings  is  a  very  bitter  cup,  and  it  is  but 
needful  that  we  provide  fomewhat  to  fwefeten  it,  that  we  may  be  able 
to  receive  it  with  thankfgiving  ;  and  what  thofe  fweetening  ingredi- 
ents are,  and  how  to  prepare  them,  you  will  have  fome  direction  and 
help  in  the  following  difcourfe  ;  which  hath  once  aheady  been  pre- 
sented to  the  public  view ;  and  that'it  may  at  this  time  alfo  (wherein 
nothing  can  be  more  feafonable)  become  farther  ufeful  and  afiifting 
to  the  people  of  God  in  their  prefent  duties,  is  the  hearty  defire  of 

Thine 

.    and  the  Churches  / 

Servant  in  Chrifl^ 

JOHN  FLAVEL. 


Acts  xxi.  13. 
Then  Paul  anfivered^  What  mean  ye  to  weep^  and  to  break  my  heart  ? 
For  I  am  ready  not  to  be  bound  only,  but  alfo  to  die  at  Jerufalem  for 
the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus. 

CHAP.  L 

Wherein  thf  text  is  opened^  and  the  doBrine  propounded. 

THE  Divine  providence  is  not  more  fignally  difcoveied  in  go- 
verning the  motions  of  the  clouds,  then  it  is  in  difpofing  and 
ordering  the  fpirits  and  motions  of  the  minifters  of  the  go(pel,  who, 
in  a  my  (Heal  fcnfc^  are  fruitful  clouds,  to  difpenfe  the  &owers  of  gof- 
pel-bldEngs  to  the  world.  The  motion  of  the  clouds  is  not  fponta- 
neous,  but  they  move  as  they  are  moved  by  the  winds  ;  neither  can 
gofpel-ounifiers  chufe  their  own.ftations,  and  govern  their  own  mo- 
tions, but  muft  go  when  and  where  the  Spirit  and  providence  of 
God  direAs  and  guides  them  \  as  will  evidently  appear  in  that  dangc- 
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rous  voyage  to  Jeruralem  in  wbich  theapoftle  was  at  this  tkne  enga- 
ged>  Afb  XX.  22.  **  And  now»  behold^  I  go  bound  in  the  Spirit  to  Je- 
*<  rufalem/'  [bound  in  the  Spirit :]  Alluding  to  the  watry  vapours 
which  are  bound  up  in  doudsi  and  conveyed  zccording  to  the  mo- 
tions of  the  wind«  This  journey  was  full  of  danger }  Paul  forefaw 
his  bufioefs  was  not  only  to  plant  the  gofpel  at  Jerufalem  with  his 
dodhine,  but  to  water  it  alfo  with  his  blood  ;  but  fo  eSedfaially  was 
his  will  determined  by  the  will  of  God,  that  he  cheerfully  complies 
with  Im  duty  therein^  whatfoever  difficulties  and  dangers  did  at- 
tend it. 

And  indeed  it  was  his  great  advantage,  that  the  will  of  God  was 
To  plainly  and  convincingly  revealed  to  him  touching  this  matter ;  for 
DO  fooner  did  he  employ  himfelf  to  obey  this  call  of  God,  but  he  is 
prefently  afTaulted  by  many  Arong  temptations  to  decline  it. 

The  firft  rub  he  met  in  his  way  was  from  the  difciples  of  Tyre,  who 
pretending  to  fpeak  by  the  Spirit,  faid  unto  Paul|  that  he  fhould  hot 
go  up  to  Jerufalem,  A£^s  xxi.  4.    The  Lord  by  this  trying  the  fpirit 
ofhisapoftle  much,  as  he  did  the  young  prophet  coming  from  Judea  . 
to  Bethel,   I  Kings  xiii.  18.  but  not  with  like  fuccefs* 

His  next  difcouragement  was  at  Cacfarea,  where  Agabus  (whom 
Dorotheus  affirms  to  be  of  the  feventy-two  difciples,  and  had  before 
prophefied  of  the  famine  in  the  reign  of  Claudius,  which  accordingly 
came  to  pais)  takes  Paul's  girdle,  and  binding  his*  own  hands  and  feet 
with  it,  faid,  «  Thus  faith  the  Holy  Ghoft,  fo  ftiail  the  Jews  at  Je- 
<<  ruialem  bind  the  man  that  owneth  this  girdle,  and  (hall  deliver 
"  him  into  the  hands  of  the  Gentiles,'^  A£b  xxi.  1 1.  And  furely  he 
was  not  ignorant  what  he  mufl  exped^  whenever  he  ihould  fall  into 
their  bands ;  yet  neither  could  this  affiright  him  from  his  duty. 

But  then,  lafl;  of  all,  he  meeteth  with  the  foreft  trial  from  his 
deareft  friends,  who  fell  upon  him  with  pafSonate  intreaties  and  ma« 
ny  tears,  befeeching  him  to  decline  that  journey :  O  they  could  not 
give  up  fuch  a  minifter  as  Paul  was  !  this  even  melted  him  down, 
and  almoft  broke  his  heart,  which  yet  was  eaiier  to  do,  than  to  turn 
him  out  of  the  path  of  obedience  :  Where,  by  the  way,  we  mayjiote 
two  things; 

jF^,  T?hat  divine  precept^  not  providence^  is  to  rule  out  our  way  • 
of  duty, 

Secondlji  T!}ysX  no  hindrances  or  difconragemcmts  whatfoever  will 
juftifjr  our  negleft  of  a  known  duty. 

AU  thefc  rubs  he  paScs  over ;  all  thefc  difcouragement  he  over- 
came, with  this  heroic  and  truly  Chrif^ian  rofolution  in  the  text  ; 
"  What  mean  ye  to  weep,  and  to  break  my  heart  ?  For  I  am  ready 
"  not  to  be  bound  only,  but  alfo  to  die  at  Jerufalem,  for  the  name  of 
«  the  Lord  Jeius.'* 

In  which  words  we  have, 

*    I.  A  loving  and  gentle  rebuke. 

2.  A  quieting  ami  calming  argument.  ^         t 
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Fir/l,  He  lovinglf  and  gently  rebukes  their  fond  and  inordinate 
farrow  for  his  departure,  in  thefe  words,  What  mean  yi  to  weep^  and 
to  break  my  heart  ?  As  if  he  Ihould  fay,  What  mean  thefe  paffionate 
intreaties  and  tempting  tears  ?  To  what  purpbfe  is  all  this  ado  i 
They  arc  but  fo  many  Inares  of  Satan,  to  turn  my  heart  out  of  the 
way  of  obedience  :  You  do  as  much  as  in  you  lies  to  break  my  heart ; 
let  there  be  no  more  of  this  I  befeech  you. 

Secondly^  He  labours  to  charm  their  unruly  pailions  with  a  very 
^leting  and  calming  argument  ;  For  I  am  ready,  &c.  irotftui  ^x^P^" 
ratelMbeo.  I  am  prepared  and  fitted  for  the  greateft  fufferings  which 
iball  befal  me  in  the  purfuit  of  my  duty ;  be  it  a  prifon,  or  be  it 
death,  I  am  provided  for  either  :  Liberty  is  dear,  and  life  much  dear^* 
cr,  but  Chrift  is  dearer  than  cither 

But  what  was  there  in  all  this,  to  fetisfy  them  whofe  trouble  it  was 
to  fee  him  io  forward  ?  Let  t!)e  words  be  confidcred,  and  we  fliall 
find  divers  things  in  them  to  fatisfy  and  quiet  their  hearts,  and  make 
tbeni  willing  to  give  him  up. 

FirJ}^  1  am  ready;  that^ja^jpod  hath  fitted^  and  prepared  ifty  heart 

fof  the  greateR  ifiifferings  j  this7s  tlic  work^of  JSocl :  flefli  and  blood 

J  would  never  be  brought  to  this,  were  not  all  its  intcrefts  and  incli^ 

)  Potions  fub3u(5r)|"^'d  ov£f"rruied  by "tli^pif u  oTGod,     What  do  ye 

therefore  in  all  this,  but -work  againft  the  defign  of  God,  who  hath 

fitted  and  prepared  iQy  heart  for  this  fervice  ? 

Suond/yf  I  am  ready ;  that  is,  my  will  and  refolution  ftands  in  a 
full  bent,  my  heart  is  fixed,  you  cannot  therefore  (^udy  to  do  me  a 
greater  injury,  than  to  difcompofe  and  diforder  my  heart 'again,  by 
cafting  fuch  temptations  as  thefe  in  my  way,  to  caufe  the  fleifa  to  re« 
bel,  and  the  enemy  that  is  within  to  renew  his  oppofition. 

Thirdly^  I  am  ready ;  that  is,  my  heart  is  fo  fixed  to  follow  the 
call  of  God,  whatever  fliall  befal  me,  that  all  your  tears  and  intrea- 
ties to  the  contrary  arc  but  caft  away ;  they  cannot  alter  my  fixed 
pnrpofe ;  you  had  as  good  be  quiet,  and  cheerfully  refign  me  to  the 
trill  of  God. 

Thus  you  fee  the  equipage  arid  preparation  o^  Paul's  fpirit  to  re- 
ceive both  bonds  and  death  for  Chrid  at  Jerufalem  ;  this  made  him* 
viftorious  over  jhe  temptations  of  friends,  and  the  malice  and  cruelty 
of  his  enemies :  By  this  readinefs  and  pfeparacion  of  his  mind,  he 
was  carried  through  all,  and  enabled  to  finiih  his  courfe  with  joy. 
From  hence  the  bbfervation  is, 

Do5l.  That  it  is  a  blejfed  and  excellent  thing  for  the  people  of  God  to  be 
prepared^  and  ready  for  the  hardefi  fervices^  and  worfi  offttfferings^ 
to  *which  the  Lord  may  call  them 

This  is  that  which  every  gracious  heart  is  reaching  after,  praying, 
and  ftriving  to  obtain  •,  but,  ah  I  how  few  will  attain  it  I  Certainly  ' 
there  are  not  many  among  the  multitudes  of  the  profeflbrs  of  this  ge- 
neration that  can  fay  as  Paul  here  did,  *«  I  am  ready  to  be  bound,  or 
«  to  die  for  Chrift." 
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Stewif  that  although  Gadjaies  nqjleiight  in  aJliBing  his  ^o]^%J0  he  j' 
fometimes  expcfethjhemjo  great  atid  gnevous  J^ffftrings  z  wili  a  brief  ^ 
account  *why^  and  bow  he  calls  them  thereunto. 

THE  mercies  and  compaffions  of  God  over  his  people  are^exceed* 
ing  great  and  teniier,  PfaL  ciii.  13.  «  Like  as  a  father  pitieth 
«  his  chUdreO)  fo  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  him."  He  delights 
not  in  afflifting  and  grieving  them.  Lam.  iii,  33.  **  He  doth  not  at* 
«  flift  willingly,  nor  grieve  the  children  of  men.'^  JTljC  fcripture  ia-  K 
timates  to  us  a  leemlng  conlliu^ctwixt  the  juAice  and  mercy  of  Goda  i 
when  he  b  about  to  deliver  up  his  people  into  their  enemies  handSf 
Hofea  xi.  8,  9.  "  How  (hall  I  give  thee  up,  Ephraim  ?  How  (hall  I 
"  deliver  thee,  Ifrael  ?  How  fhall  I  make  thee  as  Admali  ?  How  {hall 
'<  I  fet  thee  as  Zeboim  ?  Mine  heart  is  turned  within  me,  my  re- 
-  "  pentings  are  kindled  together."  Which  ihews  us  with  what  re-  ^ 
ludance  and  great  unwillingnefs  the  Lord  goes  about  fuch  a  work  a$ 
this.  The  work  of  judgment  is  )mjirange  work^  it  pleafes  him  hetm 
ter  to  execute  the  milder  attribute  of  mercy  towards  his  children* 
Hence  we  find,  when  he  is  preparing  to  execute  his  judgments,  that 
he  delays  the  execution  as  long  as  the  honour  of  his  name  and  fafetf 
of  his  people  will  permit,  Jer.  xliv.  ^23.  He  bears  till  he  can  bear 
no  longer  :  he  often  turns  away  his  wrath  from  them,  Ffal.  Ixxviii, 
38,  39*  He  tries  them  by_lefler  |udgmgnts  and  gentler  correc-  \ 
tions  to  prevent  grcater^j^  Amos  jy.^-  When  his  people  arelnimbTed 
under  the  threatenmgs  of  bis  wrath,  his  heart  is  melted  into  compaC- 
fion  to  them,  Jer.  xxxi.  17,  20.  and  whenever  his  mercy  prevails 
againfl  judgment,  it  is  witb  joy  and  triumph,*  Jam.  ii.  13.  Mercy  rr* 
jmceth  againfi  judgment. 

For  he  feels  hid  own  tender  compaiGons  yerning  over  them ;  he 
forefeeth,  and  is  no  way  willing  to  gratify  the  infulting  pride  of  his 
and  their  enemies.  Deut.  xxxii.  26,  27.  *^  I  faid  I  would  fcatter 
<<  them  into  corners,  I  would  make  the  remembrance  of  them  to 
"  ceafe  from  among  men,  were  it  not  that  I  feared  the  wrath  of  the 
<<  enemyi  left  their  adverfaries  (hould  behave  themfelves  ftrange- 
«  ly,  &c. 

Yet  all  thisj  notwithftanding,  it  often  falls  out,  by  the  provocations 
of  his  fons  and  daughters,  that  the  Lord  gives  them  up  into  the 
hands  of  their  enemies  for  the  correftion  of  their  evils,  and  the  ma* 
Bifeftatioii  of  his  own  glory.  Seneca,  though  a  heathen,  could  fay» 
that  God  loves  his  people  with  a  mafculine  love,  not  with  a  woman* 
ifli  indalgesce  and  tendemefs  :  If  need  require,  they  fliall  be  in  hea« 
vinefs  through  manifold  temptations,  i  Fet.  i.  6.  He  hyl  rather 
their  hwts  fliould  be  heavy  under  adverfityp  than  vain  and  carelefa  ; 
qn3er  profpenty ;  the  choiceft^ints  have  been  exercifed  with  the 
lOrpeft  AjyOferings^  wd  thofe  that  now  ihme  as  ftars  in  heaven^ 
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have  been  trod  under  foot  as  dung  on  the  earth*  i  Cor.  iv.  1 1,  X2» 
13.  "  Unto  thisprefent  hour  we  both  hunger  and  thirft,  and  are  na- 
'*  ked,  and  btiffetted,  and  have  no  certain  dwelling-place,  and  la- 
**  hour,  working  with  our  hands;  being  reviled  we  blefs,  being  per- 
*<  (ecuted  we  fuffer  it,  being  defamed  we  intreat ;  we  are  made  as 
**  the  filth  of  the  world,  and  the  off*fcouring  of  all  things  unto  this 
««  day/*  The  eleventh  chapter  to  the  Hebrews  is  a  compendium  of 
the  various  and  grievous  fuff^rings  of  the  primitive  faints :  «*  They 
*«- were  tortured,  they  were  fawh  afunder,  were  tempted,  were  ilain 
'<  with  the  fword,  they  wandered  about  in  flieep*ikins  and  goat-fkins^ 
«*  being  afflifted,  deftitute,  tormented,  of  whom  the  world  was  not 
*'  worthy,  they  wandered  in  deferts^  and  in  mountains,  in  dens,  and 
«<  in  caves  of  th/c  earth-**  And  fince  the  earth  hath  dried  up  thofe 
rivers  of  precious  blood,  whereof  the  facred  records  make  mention^ 
what  feas  of  Chriftians  blood  have  fince  thofe  days  been  (bed  by 
bloody  perfccutors  ?  Hlftories  inform  us  that  in  the  ten  primitive  pcr- 
fecutions,  fo  many  of  rhe  faints  and  martyrs  of  Jefus  Cbrift  have  been 
{lain,  as  that  you  may  allow  five  thoufand  a  day  to  every  day  in  the 
whole  year.  Thofe  bloody  emrpcrors  fportcd  themfelves  with  the 
death  of  God's  deareft  faints ;  many  precious  Chriftians  were  burnt 
by  night  at  Rome,  to  ferve  as  torches  to  light  their  enemies  in  their 
pafiage  through  the  ftreets;  eight  hundred  thoufand  martyrs  are 
mentioned  within  the  fpace  of  thirty  years,  fince  the  Jefuits  arofe  out 
of  the  bottomlefs  pit. 

To  what  grievous  fufierings  did  the  Lord  give  up  thofe  precious 
fervants  of  Chrift,  the  Waldenfes  and  Albigenfes,  who  received  the 
light  of  reformation  about  the  year  1260,  when  the  fogs  of  Anti- 
chriftian  darkneft  overfpread  the  earth  I  a  people  found  in  judgment, 
as  appears  by  their  letters,  catechifms,  and  confefiions,  which  are  ex- 
tant ;  a  people  of  a  fimple,  plain,  and  inoffenfive  behaviour :  Yet» 
with  what  mry  and  rage  did  that  impious  pope  Pius  pcriecute  them 
to  definition  I  driving  them  into  the  woods  and  mountains,  except 
the  aged,  and  cfiildren  that  could  not  flee,  who  were  murdered  in 
the  way  :  Some  famifhed  in  the  caves  and  clefts  of  the  rocks  ;  others 
endured  the  rack  for  eight  hours  together  \  fome  beaten  with  iron 
rods,  others  thrown  from  the  tops  of  high  towers,  and  daihed  to 
pieces. 

What  bloody  fliambles  and  flaughter-houfes  have  France,  Ifehnd, 
and  England,  been  made  by  popiih  cruelty  I  More  might  be  related 
out  of  each  Aory  than  a  tender-hearted  reader  is  able  to  bear  the  re- 
•  hearfal  of.  But  what  God  hath  done,  he  may  do  again  :  We  are 
not  better  than  our  fathers,  difmal  cbuds  of  indignation  are  gather- 
ing over  our  heads,  charged  with  double  deftru£tion;  fhould  the 
Lord  pleafe  to  make  them  break  upon  us ;  we  cannot  imagine  the 
rage  of  Satan  to  be  abated,  now  that  his  kingdom  hafiens  to  its  peri- 
od. Rev.  xii.  I  a.  nor  are  his  Inftruments  grown  lefs  druel  and  fkilful 
K>  deftroy.    The  land,  indeed|  hath  enjoyed  a  h>ng  reft,  and  this  ge« 
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Aeration  is  acquainted  ivith  little  more  of  martyrdom^  than  wliat  the 
hiftories  of  foriaer  times  inform  us  of:  But  yet  let  no  man  befool 
bimfelf  with  a  groundleis  expedation  of  continuing  tranquillity, 
Augaftin  thinks  that  the  bloody  fweat  which  over-ran  the  body  of 
Chrift  in  the  garden,  fignified  the  (harp  and  grievous  fuffering?  which 
in  his  myftical  body  he  fhould  afterwanjs  endure ;  and  indeed  it  is  a 
truth,  that  thefe  are  alfo  called  the  remains  of  ChriA's  fufferingt^ 
CoL  i.  14.  His  perfinal  fufferings  were  indeed  completed  at  his  re- 
furreftion,  that  cup  was  full  to  the  brim,  to  which  no  drop  of  fufiin*- 
ings  canbe  added  ;  ^but  his  fufferings  in  his  myflical  body  are  not  yet 
fuU;  by  his  perfonal  fuficrings  he  fully  facisficd  the  wrath  of  .God^ 
but  the  fufieringi  of  his  people  Have  not  yet  fatisfied  the  wrath  of 
men :  Though  millions  of  precious  faints  h^ive  ihcd  their  blood  for 
Chriftt  whole  fouls  are  now  crying  under  the  altar,  How  hng^  L$rd! 
hew  long  i  yet  there  are  many  more  coming  on  behind  jo  the  fame 
path  of  per&cution,  and  much  Chriftian  blood  muft  yet  be  flied,  be* 
fore  the  myftery  of  God  be  finiihed ;  and  notwithftanding  this  ludd 
mterval,  the  clouds  feem  to  be  returning  again  after  the  rain.  Thus 
you  iee  to  what  grievous  fufferings  the  merciful  God  hath  fometimes 
called  bis  deafeft  people. 

Now  God  may  be  faid  to  call  forth  his  people  to  fuffer,  when  he 
fb  hcdgeth  them  in  by  providence*,  that  there  is  no  way  to  eicape 
fiiSeriog,  but  by  finning;  whatfoever  providence  labour^  with  fuch  a 
dilemma  as  this,  is  a  plain  fignification  of  God's  will  to  us  in  that 
cafe.  We  may  not  now  expeA  extraordinary  calls  to  fuftring  work» 
as  fbme  of  the  faints  had  of  oM,  Gen.  5Exii.  2.  A£b  ix.  16.  but  when 
our  way  is  fo  ihut  up  by  providence,  that  we  cannot  avoid  fufferiagf 
but  fay  ftepptng  over  the  hedge  of  the  command,  God  will  have  us 
bok  upon  that  exigence  as  his  cal)  to  fuffer :  And  if  the  reafons  be 
demagpded,  why  the  Lgrd«.  who  is  inclined  to  nacrcV|  doth  often  hedge 
in 'his  own  people,  hy  his  providence^  in  a  iuffcnng  path;  kt  US 
knowy  that  in  fo  doing,  he  doth  botbl  • 

1.  Illuftrate  his  own  glojy.     And, 

2.  Promote  "his  peoples  Kappinefs. 

Firfi^  Hereby  the  moft  wife  God  doth  illuftrate  the  glory  of  his 
own  naoie,  clearing  up  the  righteoufnefs  of  his  ways  by  the  fufferings 
of  his  own  people:  By  this  the  world  (hall  fee,  that  how  wellfoever 
be  loves  them,  he  will  not  indulge  or  patronize  their  fins ;  if  they 
will  be  Co  difingeuuous  to  abufe  his  favours,  he  will  be  fo  juft  to  make 
them  fttfEer  for  theor  fins,  and  by  thofe  very  fufferings  will  provide 
for  his  own  glory,  which  was  by  them  clouded  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world*  He  hates  not  fin  a  jot  the  lefs,  becaufe  it  is  found  in  hb  own 
peojde,  Amos  iii.  a*  ^d  though,  for  the  magnifying  of  his  mercp 
he  will  pardon  their  fins,  yet  for  the  clearing  of  his  righteoufiaeft,  he 
wiil  take  vengeance  upon  their  inventions,  Pfal.  xcix.  8. 

Moareover,  by  expofing  his  people  to  fuch  grievous  fuffexingSf  he 
g^ves  a  fit  opportunity  to  maoifeft  the  gbry  of  his  power  in  their  fup- 
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rjpOrt,  ad  of  lib'^iiaoiii,  iri  the  marvellous  trays  of  thcineftapc  and 
deliventnce.  It  is  one  of  the  greatcft  wondefs  in  the  world,  how  the 
church  Tiibfifis  under  fueh  fierce  and'  frequent  aflattlts  as  are  made 
tkpon  it  by  its  enemies*  «« I  tvill  turn  afide  ffejd  Mofes)  and  fee  this 
y  g;eat  fig^it^  why  the  buftiis  not  confumed,'^"lxod.  lii.  3.  That 
*ffiming'buih  was  aVively  emblem  of  the  opprcflcd  church  in  Egypt; 
'ihe.crackling  flames  noted  the  heait  of  fheir  perfecution,  the  remain- 
big  of  the  bu(h  unconfumed  in  the  flames,  fignified  the  wonderful 
p6^€r  6f  iGod  in  their  preferVation:  No  people  are  fo  prrvileged,  fo 
protefted.  To  deKvtfred,  as  the  peop!^  of  God.  Much  fcfe  oppofition 
than  hafh  been  made  againft  the  church,  h&th  OTerturned,  and  ntttr- 
ly  deftroyed,  the  mighty  monarchies  of  the  world. 

*  ■  &ic  MtduT  ademit 


'Jjffyria^  Midoqt$£  tuht  moderamhui  Perfts^ 
Subjecit  Petfen  Macedo,  ef/ft$rtis  ft  ipfe 
RoTnanis'  ■»■■*.■■.■ 

*  Aflyria's  empire  thus  the  Medc  did  (bake, 
<  The  Perfian  next,  the  pride  of  Media  brake ; 
«  Then  Feriia  funk  by  Macedonia  preft, 
^  That,  in  its  liirn,  fell  by  Rome  at  laft/ 

And  no  \tb  admirable  is  tlie  wiftjom  Of  God,  in  frtiftratiogaiid  de^ 
feiitiz^  the  moft  <leep  and  defperate  defigi^s  of  hell,  againft  bis  poor 
peopk.  Now,  you  may  fee  the  moft  Wi&  God  going  beyond  ^ma- 
licious ^nd  fubtle  devil,  overturning  in  a  moment  the  deep  hid  cte- 
figos  and  contrivances  of  many  years,  and  ffajit  at  the  ^very  birtkoad 
^oXtit  of  execution,  Efth.  vi.  i.  fharing  the  wicked  in  the  works  of 
thtxr  own  hands;  making  their  own  tongues  to  fill  upon  tkem  ; 
working  OAt  fuch  marvellous  falviitibns  with  bis  own  band.as  fills 
tbcm  with  aftonifliment  and  wonder.  PfaL  exxvi.  7.  «  When  the 
•^  Lord  turned  back  the  captivity  of  Zion,  we  were  Ske  them  that 
«  dreamed." 

Secondly ,  As  God  provides  for  his  own  gtory>  by  the  fuflferings  and 
troubles  of  his  people;  fo  he  advanceth  tnetr  happincis,  and  greatly 
promotes  their jntereft  thereby! 

For,  /iVjf,  Thcfc  troubles  arc  ordered  as  fo  many  occafioos  aad 
means  to  mortify  the  corruptions  that  are  in  thenr  hearts;  there  are 
rank  weeds  fpf inglng  up  in  the  beft  foil,  whidi  need  fuCh  winter 
weather  to  rot  them :  And,  certainly,  if  we  redton  fafuinilicyt  beayta- 
ly  mindedneis,  contempt  of  the  workl,  and  longmg  defirea  after 
heaven,  to  be  the  real  intereft  and  advantage  of  the  charch ;  then  it 
is  evident,  nothing  fo  much  promotes  their  inCereft,  as  a  iiificriiig 
'Condition  doth:  Adverfity  kills  thofe  corruptions  vriiich  profperity 
bred* 

>i  ■^i.  nii^^^iii   r     t  m  ' ■ ■   ■ '        I      mil    >  ■  HI  ■      i  !.■■  1 1 11  I    iiiii-i 
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adverfetf  hath  givcp  them  proof,  and  trial  of  their  own  hcartSi  on«j^^ 
ftarp  trial  whereio  God  helps  us  to  be  faTthfuli  will  do  more  to  latS^ 
<y  <mr  feargj  and  refolve  our  dQubts^  than  all  the  fermons  that  ever  / 
Wc  beard  Jpoug'  I'Yff  W^M  4^- 

TEirdly^  Thefe  fufiy;r!ngs  and  trials  of  the  church,  are  ordained  to 
free  it  of  abundapce  of  hypocrites^  which  were  its  reproachi,  as  wcH 
as  biirde%  Amos  ix.  9.  lo,  Affli6tion  is  a  furnace  to  fcparatc  thg  " 
diTcfe  faftgk  tbfe  morg  pure  and  noble  gold.  Multitudes  of  hypocrites» 
like  flies  in  a  hot  finmiaery  are  generated  by  the  church's  profpcrity ; 
but  this  winter  weather  kilb  them:  Many  gaudy  profeflbrs  gro^r  with- 
in the  inclofure  of  the  churchy  like  beautiful  flowers  in  the  fields 
where  they  ftand  during  its  peace  and  profperity,  in  the  pride  and 
bfaTcry  of  their  gifts  and  pn>feffion5 }  but  the  wind  pai&th  over  thenii 
and  they  are  gone,  and  their  places  (hall  know  them  no  more  \  t^ 
allude  to  that  in  Pfalm  ciii.  16.  .  Thunder  and  lightning  is  very  ter- 
rible weather,  bu^c3cceeding  ufefnl  to  purify  and  cleanfe  the  air. 

FowrMy^  The  church's  fiifferings  are  ordered  and  fanQifipjy  to 
endear  tbcro  to  each  other.  Tim^s  of  common  fuffcring,  are  times 
of  rccoticiliation,  and  greater  endearments  among  the  people  of  Godi 
never'more  endeared^than  when  moft  jerfccutcdT^never  mor(!  unju 
cdy  Uian  when  moft  fcattcred,  Mai,  iij.  17.  <^  Then  they  that  fear-  .\ 
*'  ed  the  Jj^rd^^  jpakc  often  jone  to  aaothcr."  Certainly  there  is 
ibmething  in  owTeQowfhJp  in  the  iimt  fuflTeringSj,  that  is  endearin|[ 
and  aigagiog  ^  but  there  is  much  more  in.  the  dlfcoveries  that  perfe- 
cutlon  makes  of  the  fincerity  of  our  hearts^  wbich^  it  may  be,  was  be- 
fore entertained  with  jealoufy  \  and  there  is  yet  more  than  a^l  this  in 
the  rcfwoob  of  the  rod,  whereby  they  are  humbled  for  their  pride^ 
wanCoanefi,  and  bittemeis  of  their  fprits  to  each  other,  and  made  to 
cry,  m  the  lenfe  of  thefe  tran^rejQlions,  as  Pfal.  Ixx.  8.  <<  Remena- 
«  bcr  notjttainft  us  former  iniquities/'  * 

Lafiij%  By  thefe  trouble;s  and  dHlreflcs^  they  are  awakened  to  their  , 


duties,  and  taught  to  pray  more  frequently,  fpiritually^  and  fervent- 
lj._^Ah  i  what  drowttnefs  and  foraTality^is  apt  tq^  creep  injipgn  thf 
bcft  hearts,  in  the  time  of  profpcrity  j  but  when  the  ftorm  rifesA^and 
thefea  grows  turbulent  and  raging,  now  they  cry  as  the  difciples  ip 
Q^sec^,  Lor4f  Jjput  us^  we  penjp.  They  fay  mufic  is  fwceteft  upon 
Che  waters;  I  am  Aire  the  fweeteft  melody  of  prayer  is  upon  the 
deep  waters  of  s^&iiBdon :  For  thefe,  among  many  other  righteousj 
wife,  and  holy  eadBf  the  Lord  permits  ^nd  orders  the  periecutions 
and  diflr^des  ofbh  p^oplt*  ' 
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CHAP.  m.  . 

Shews  that  it  is  ufual  with  God  to  premonijh  his  people  of  apprpach^ 
ing  trials  and  fufferings :  with  feme  account  of  the  manner  how^ 
and  the  reafon  why  he  fo  firewarns  them. 

AS  Paul  had  many  clear  premonitions  and  fore-notices  of  the 
fufferings  that  (hould  bcfal  him  at  Jenifalcm,  that  he  might 
Dot  be  furpr^Jed  by  them  w^en  they  came  ;  fo  it  is  ufual  with  God 
(though  nit  in  fuch  an  immediate  and  extraordinary  a  manner)  to 
«dmonifit  ihe  world,  and  cfpccially  his  own  people,  of  great  trials 
and  fufferings  before-hand.  Amos  iii.  7.  «  Surely  the  Lord  will 
«*  do  nothing,  but  he  revealcth  his  fecrets  unto  bis  fervants  the  pro- 
«  phcts." 

Thus,  when  he  was  about  to  bring  the  flood  upon  the  world,  he 

gve  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  warning  of  it  before  it  came, 
en.  vi.  3.  and  when  he  was  to  deftroy  Sodom,  he  faith,  Gen.  xviii. 
17.  <«  Shall  I  hide  from  Abraham  the  thing  that  I  do  ?"  And  the 
like  difcovcry  he  made  about  the  fame  judgment  to  Lot,  Gen.  xix. 
12,  13,  14.  So  when  the  captivity  of  the  Jews  was  nigh  at  hand,  the 
people  had  many  forewarnings  of  it  \  God  forewarned  them  both 
miniferially  and  providentially  s  he  warned  them  by  the  prophets j 
Ezek.  iii.  I7.  *<  Hear  the  word  of  my  mouth,  and  give  theinvgrning 
«  from  lag/'  And"when  the  time  drew  nigh  to  execute  the  judg- 
ment determiped  upon  Jeruialem,  and  the  temple,  how  plainly  did 
Chrift  forctcl  them  of  it  ?  Luke  xix.  43,  44.  "  Thine  enemies  Ihall 
««  call  a  trench  about  thee,  and  compafs  thee  round,  and  keep  thee 
«  in  on  every  fide,  and  (hall  lay  thee  even  with  the  ground,  and  thy 
««  children  within  thee."  .      . 

And  when  the  ftorm  was  juft  ready  to  fell,  *  their  ovm  hiftorian 
tells  us,  a  voice  was  heard  in  the  temple,  laying,  Migremus  hinc^  Lh 
us  go  hence.  <  Which  voice  f  Tacitus  alio  mentipns  in  his  annals,  af- 
«  firming  it  to  be  more  than  a  human  voice,  telling  them  God  was 
<  departing,  and  that  it  was  accompanied  with  a  rulhing  noifc,  as  of 
«  perfons  going  out.  Tbefe  were  extraordinary  warnings.'  The 
like  figns  have  been  given  to  divers  other  nations,  by  dreadful  eclipfes 
of  the  heavenly  bodies,  portentous  comets,  earthquakes,  and  other  figns 
of  judgment. 

Now,  though  we  have  Jio  ground  to  expeft  fuch  extraordmary 
warnings,  yet  we  have  the  moft  apparent  and  certain  figns  of  ap- 
proaching calamities  \  after  which,  if  they  furprize  lis,  the  tank  muft 
lie  in  our  own  inexcufabte  negligence  ;  for  we  have  a  {landing  rule 
to  govern  ourfelvcs  in  this  mailer,  and  that  is  this  5  ^  When  the  fame 

"*  Jtftpbus it  UlU  JmtLlih.  7^  €«p.  ft. 
'  f  AudUa  maf9r  hmana  vx  txeedcrt  Dm^fimd  ingtm  wtfitvt  mtedaitiiun,     T»cit9« 
1&>   U* 
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*  fifls  are  found  in  one  nation^  which  hare  brought  down  the  wrath 
<  of  God  upon  another  nation,  it  is  an  evident  fign  of  judgment  at 
'  the  door  \  for  God  i$  unchangeabkj  juft,  and  holy,  and  will  not 
(  favour  that  in  one  people  which  he  hath  puniihed  in  another,  nor 
'  bleis  that  in  one  age  which  he  hath  curfed  in  another.'  Upon  this 
very  ground  it  was  that  the  apoille  warned  the  Corinthians,  by  the 
eiample  of  the  Ifraelites,  whofe  fins  had  ruined  theni  in  the  wilder^ 
ncfi,  I  Cor.  X.  6.  «  Now  thefe  things  were  our  examples,  to  the  in-  • 
«  tent  we  ihould  not  luft  after  evil  thmgs,  as  they  alfo  lufted.''  Asif 
he  fliould  fay.  Look  upon  thofe  dead  bodies  which  are,  as  it  were» 
caft  up  upon  the  fcripture^fliore  for  a  warning  to  you  :  Follow  not 
the  lame  courfe,  left  you  meet  in  the  fame  curfe  ;  if  you  tread  the 
fame  paths,  .expeA  the  fame  puniOiment.  God  is  as  righteous  now 
as  he  was  then :  he  hates,  and  will  punilh  fin  in  you  as  much  as  he 
did  in  them. 

Let  us  therefore  confider  what  thofe  provocations  were,  that  ha&' 
tened  the  virrath  of  God  upon  his  own  Ifrael,  a  people  that  were  nigh 
and  dear  unto  him ;  a  people  upon  whom  he  fpent  as  much  of  the 
riches  of  his  patienee,  as  upon  any  people  in  the  world  *,  that  fo  we 
may  reckon  whereabout  we  are  at  this  day,  and  what  is  like  to  be  the 
lot  of  this  finfiil  and  provoking  generation ;  and  we  lhallfind,  by  the 
conient  of  all  the  prophets,  that  thefe  fins  were  the  immediate  fore- 
runners, and  proper  caufes  of  their  overthrow. 

Fir/l,  The  great  corruption  of  God*s  worthip  among  them  khi- 
dled  his  wrath,  and  haftened  their  ruin,  Pfal.  cvi.  39,  40,  41,  42. 
«  They  were  defiled  with  their  own  works,  and  went  a  whoring  with 
*<  their  own  inventions ;  therefore  was  the  wrath  of  God  kmdled 
((  agunft  his  people,  infbmuch  that  he  abhorred  his  own  inherit' 
'<  tance,  and  he  gave  them  into  the  hand  of  the  heathen,  and  they 
*'  that  hated  them  ruled  over  them ;  their  enemies  alfo  opprefied 
('  them,  and  they  were  brought  into  fubjedion  under  their  hand.'* 
They  that  will  not  bear  the  golden  yoke  of  Chrift,  fliall  be  galled  with 
the  iron  yoke  of  men :  nothing  more  provokes  the  anger  of  God 
than  the  adulterating  of  his  worlhip  -,  a  man  will  bear  a  thoufand  in- 
firmities in  the  wife  of  his  bofom,  but  unfalthfulnefs  in  the  marriage* 
covenant  breaks  his  heart.  After  the  manner  of  men,  fo  abufed  and 
grieved,  the  Lord  exprefleth  himfelf,  £zek.  vi.  9.  **  I  am  broken 
*<  with  their  whoriih  heart,  which  hath  departed  fi^m  me,  and  witJb 
**  their  eyes  that  go  a  whoring  after  their  idols."  Men  cannot  invent 
a  fiirer  and  fpeedxer  way  to  their  own  ruin,  than  to  bring  their  own 
mventions  into  God's  worlhip. 

Secondly,  Incorrigible  obftinacy  and  impenitency.  under  geqtler 
ftrokes  and  lefler  judgments,  make  way  for  utter  ruin  and  defolation^ 
Axnos  IV.  from  the  6th  to  the.  12th  verfe.  Scarcity,  mildews,  pefti- 
lence,  and  1  word,  bad  been  tried  upon  them,  but  without  efieft;  for 
the  remnant  that  elcaped  thofe  judgments  (although  plucked  as  fo 
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nmxf  brands  out  of  the  fire,  in  which  their  fellow  fiDoers  periCbed) 
iwerc  not  reformed  by  thofc  gentler  and  w^drflW  judgments. 

^,  ^  5r>Wr<tfy,.Stupidityand  fetileleflnefe  of  God's  band,  and  the  tokcBs 
cf  his  anger,  were  provokuig  caufes  and  forerunners  of  their  national 
Jcfolation;  they  neither  faw  the  hand  of  God,  when  it  was  lifted 

/  up;^  nor  hujtnbkdjfeemlcl^^^  under  it  whei^  it  was  ]ai<i.  ofi  5  the  hand 
^  God  is  thenTaid  to  be  lifted  up,  when  the  providences  of  God  pre* 
pore  and  pofture  themfelves  for  our  affliAion.  When  the  cbudsr  of 
judgment  gather  over  our  heads^  and  grow  blacker  and  blacker)  aa 
thefars  did  upon  tbem*  and  do  upon  us  at  this  day,  but  they  took  no 

^  notice  of  it,  Ifa.  xxvi.  1 1 .  «  Lord,  when  thy  hand  is  liked  up.  they 

j  «  yill  not  fee  f  and  (which  is  the  height  of  iltupidity)  they  alt  re^ 
agained  fenfelefs  and  rcgardlcls,  when  the  hand  of  God  waslaid  upon 
theni»  Ifa,  :Klii«  jUt%<i-  "  ^^bo  gave'7acob  for  a  fpoi4,  and  Ifrael  to 
•«  the  robbers  1  "Did  not  the  Lord,  he  againft  whom  we  have  finned  ? 
«  for  they  would  not  walk  in  hia  ways,  neither  were  they  obedient 
**  to  bis  law.  Therefore  he  hath  poured  upon  them  the  fury  of  bis 
M  anger,  and  the  ftrength  of  .battle^  and  it  hath  fet  him  on  fire  round 
^  about,  yet  he  knew  not ;  and  it  burned  him,  yet  he  laM  it  not  to 
^  heart." 

O  pfhxUgious  fottifliners !  it  was  not  fome  fmall  drops  of  God's  an- 
ger, but  tbt  fury  of  his  anger  ;  not  fome  lighter  (kirmtfll  of  his  judg* 
ments  with  them,  but  thefirength  of  battle:  It  was  not  fome  particu- 
kr  firoke  upon  fingle  peribns  or  families,  but  it  fet  him  mfirt  round 
iAout,  a  gpaeral  conflagration  ;  yet  all  \\m  would  not  awaken  them. 

Fourthly,  The  pcrfecution  of  God's  faithful  mihiAers  and  people 
were  another  fin  that  procured,  and  a  fign  that  foretold  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  their  nation,  2  Chrcn.  xxxvi.  15,  16.  «<  And  the  Lord  God 
«'  of  their  fathers  fent  to  them  by  his  mefiengers,  rifing  up  betimes, 
^<  and  fending }  becaufe  he  had  compafilion  on  his  people,  and  oa  his 
«<  dweliing-phtce  y  but  they  mocked  the  mefiengers.  of  God,  and 
^  defpifed  his  words,  and  mifufed  his  prophets,  until  the  wrath  of  the 
f^  Lord  arofe  againft  his  people,  till  there  was  no  remedy."  There 
were  alfo  a  number  of  upright  fouls  among  them,  who  defired  to  wor* 
ftsp  God  according  to  his  own  prefcription  \  but  a  fnare  was  laid  for 
them  in  Mizpeh^  and  a  net  fpread  for  them  upon  Tabor,  Hof.  v«  1. 
and  this  hafiened  judgment  towards  them :  Mizpah  and  Tabor  were 
places  Ijiog  in  (he  way  betwi:&t  Samaria  and  Jerufalem,  where  the  true 
worfiiip  o£  God  was :  and  in  thofe  places  fpies  were  fet- by  the  prteiVs 
to  «bfenre  and  inform  againft  them ;  fo  that  it  became  very  haaard- 
ous  to  attend  the  pure  and  incorrupt  worfliipof  God,  which  quickly 
haftened  on  their  mie. 

Fifthly,  The  removal  of  godly  and  ufcful  men  by  death|  in  more 
than  ordinarjrEa{rc,"was  to  them  a  fign  of  cfeiplatioo  at  hand.  I&. 
Ivii.  u  **  'ihe  rigBTeous~pcrifhcth,  and  no  man  lajfeth  it  to  heart  ; 
••"^d^ercifuT  men  arc  token  away,  jagneconfidenfig  that  tfaerigji- 
««  teous  is  taken  away  from  tBe  evu  to  cpjiie.*^    In  this  cafe  God  afU 
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towards  bis  peaploy  as  the  hufbaadman  in  a  catchiag  bamft  doth 
bj  bis  coro  %  he  hurries  it  with  a  {baffling  hafte  into  the  bam  wfaen 
Lc  fees  a  ftorm  coming :  or  as  a  careful  father  irith  his  fons'that  «»e 
abroad  at  ichool,  who  fentk  his  horfesto  fetch  them  homefpecdily^ 
when  be  hears  the  plague  is  begun  in  the  .place*  Upon  this  grouiul 
the  prophet  Micah  bewails  himfelfi  Micah  vii.  i.  <«  Woe  is  me,  fiir 
•<  lam  as  when  they  have  gathered  the  fununer^fruits,  as  the  grape 
"  gleanings  of  the  vintage,  there  is  no  clufter  to  ^at }  my  foul  defi- 
<*  red  the  firft  ripe-fruit."  C^d.  Alas  I  alas!  what  mirerabfe  dayi 
arc  at  band  !  what  miferies  muft  I  expeA  to  fee  !  The  pleafant  cluf- 
ters,  i.  e.  the  focieties  of  the  faints  are  gathered  away  by  the  hand  of 
death ;  there  are  but  few  that  remain,  here  and  there  a  fingk  fiuntt 
like  grapes  after  the  vintage  is  done»  two  or  three  iqwn  the  atoioft 
branches. 

ShctbiytTbc  general  decay  of  the  life  and  power  of  gadlinefs  anaoag 
them  that  were  left,  foreboded  definition  at  the  door :  this  is  both 
aprovddng  fin>  and  a  fore-running  fign  of  national  calamity.    Hofea 
iv.  18.  Tiar  drink  js  fewer.  _  A   metaphor   livcly_^yprgfl^  Jtfc*^ ' 
deadncfs  and  lfergal(^_Qf  tjicj^  It  - 

was  like  fbwer  or  dead  drink,  which  bath  lofi  its  fpirtt  aad  relifli^ 
and  is  become  flat.  Such  were  their  duties ; .  aa  fpiritual  life,  affediaOy 
or  favour  ia  them :  the  heard  as  if  they  heard  not*  and  prayed  as  if 
they  prayed  not »  thc^rdinances  oi_Qpd.jyere  jo  them,  as  the  ordi- 
naflcCT  of  meo^  ot  wEich  the  apoftle  faith,  that  they  pcrijih_^iB.Ae  . 

ttfiofl,  • 

Safentily^  To  conclude ;  Mutual  anunoficies,  jars,  and  divifiom^ 
were  to  them  manifefifymptoms  of  national  calamities  and  defbla- 
tions :  for  then  Ephraim  envied  Judah,  and  Judah  vexed  Ephraimt 
ba.  3u.  13.  Hofea  ix.  7;  **  The  days  of  vidtation  are  come,  the  days 
"  of  recempenfe  are  come,  Ifvael  fliall  know  it :  The  prcKphet  is  a 
"  holt  the  ij^ritual  man  is  mad,  for  the  multitude  of  thine  imquititfs^ 
•<  aad  the  great  hatred.'' 

When  fnch  .fymptoms  of  God's  indignation  do  appear  upon  any 
people,*  the  Lord,  by  them,  as  by  fb  many  glaring  meteors  and  blazing 
comets,  forewarns  the  workl  that  his  judgments  are  near,  even  at  the 
door.  Tbefe  fsgnsallmeb  ought  to  obferve,  and  behold  withtrem^ 
bISng,  If  you  afk,  Why  doth  God  ufually  give  fuch  warnings  of  his 
indignation  before  it  comes  ?  The  reafons  are, 

1.  To  prevent  the  execution. 

2.  To  make  them  more  tolerable. 

3.  To  leave  the  incorrigible  inexcufable. 

Ftrfi,  Warning  is  given,  with  deflgn  to  prevent  the  execution  of 
jodgments,  Amos  iv.  12.  "  Therefore  thus  will  I  do  unto  thee,  O 
"  ifrael ;  and  becaufe  I  will  do  this  unto  thee,  pr|^are  to  meet  thy 
"  Gody  O  Ifrael ;"  i.  c> JPrepare  thyfelf  to  meet  me  m  tlie'way  Wmy 
jqdgneats,  by  hrnnihation  and  interceSoiTtb  prevent  the  execution, , 
Aaa  fr&at  efle  was  die  defign  o^  God  in  fending  Jonah  to  the  great 
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dtjr  Ninerdii  but  to  excite  them  to  repentance  fof  the  prevention  of 
'  their  rub*  .  This  Jonah  knew  to  be  the  Lord's  meaning,  how  pofi-- 
:  tiye  foever  the  words  of  his  commiffion  were  ^  and  therefore  he  de* 
^clined  the  meilage  to  fecure  his  credit;  knowing,  that  if  upon  warn- 
ing given  they  repented,  the  gracious  nature  of  God  would  foon 
melt  into  compaffion  over  them,  and  free  grace  would  make  him  ap- 
pear as  a  liar;  for  fo  we  muft  expound  his  words,  Jonah  iv.  2« 
«  Was  not  this  my  faying*  when  I  was  yet  in  my  country  ?  Thcre- 
«  fore  I  fled  before  unto  Tarihiib  :  for  I  knew  that  thou  art  a  gra- 
. «  dous  God,  and  merciful,  flow  to  anger,  and  of  great*klndnefs,  and 
«•  repentefl^  thee  of  the  evil."    Q;^^*  Yea,  Lord,  I  knew  before- 
hand it  would  come  to  this ;  thou  fendeft  me  pofltively  to  denounce 
thy  judgments  to  Nineveh,  mean  time  defiring  nothing  more  than  the 
execution  of  them  might  be  prevented  by  their  repentance.     And 
thus  thy  mercy  hath  expofed  my  reputation,  in  faving  them  from 
deftru£tion. 

Second/jf  God  forewarns  his  people  of  judgments,  to  make  them 
more  tolerable  when  they  come :  expcftcd  evils  ye  nothing  fo  heavy 
as  thofe  that  come  by  furprizal ;  for  look,  as  the  expeftationof  a 
niercy  makes  it  lefs  fwecr,  our  thoughts"  haymg  anticipated  andficked 
qjtj°^"^j^  ^^  ^^  Iwcetnefi  before>hand ;  fo  the  expectation  oLiiuig- 
mcnts  bciore  they  t)etai  us,  make  them  lefs  bitter  and  burdenfome 

•  thMMcMcjJKy-Sfiuld^?!.  the  foul  having  inured  and  accuftomed  itfelF 
to  them^bj^^eguentjhoughts.  and  prepared  and  made  rotdyjtfelt 
to  entertam  them,  as  Paul  did  in  my  text.  To  prevent  the  difdples 
ilbrprizal  and  ofrence  at  thofe  days  of  perfecution  that  were  coming 
upon  them,  Chrift  foretold  them,  and  gave  them  fair  warning  before- 
hand, John  xvi.  4. 

Thirdly^  He  forewarns  his  people  of  approaching  dangers,  to  leave 
the  incorrigible  wholly  inexcufable,  that  thofe  who  have  no  fenfe  of 
.  fin,  nor  care  to  prevent  rum,  might  have  no  cloke  for  their  folly  whea 
judgments  overtake  them.  <<  What  wilt  thou  fay  when  he  fhall  pu- 
<^  niih  thee  ?"  Jer.  xiii.  21, 22.  As  if  he  (bould  fay.  What  plea,  or 
apology  is  left  thee,  after  fo  many  fair  warnings  and  timely  premoni- 
tions i  Thou  canfl  not  fay,  I  have  furprized  thee,  or  that  thou  waft 

•  ruined  before  thou  waft  warned.    Thy  deftruAion  therefore  is  of 
thyldf. 


CHAP.    IV. 

DeinonflratingjhejfxceUencyofa  prepared  heart  for  the  loorfl  offi^erw^s^ 
atidnvhat  aTleJfed  iking  it  is  to  be  ready  to  be  bounds  or  to  die  for  Chri/t^ 
as  Paul  here  nvas, 

I^jjm  readf."]    O^bleflSd  frame  of  fpirit !  how  hard,  but  how  hap- 
py is  it  to  get  a  heart  fo  tempered  [  Every  Chriftian  can_fay^I 
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WMiUbc  wady>  and  tJMeJi^rdjnakemQ  ready  for  faiferingst  bi:ift 
l^'MKy^YMtc^f^y  heart  is jpepared  and  fitted  for  fuch  V 
wijrfcryet  this  exampTe  ffigws^us  it  ts  attainaiBIc ;  and  wfrat"a  BfeP^ 
led  thing  iFS  to_  attain  It^  the  following  particulars  wjU  abnpdantjy  ^ 
convince  us. 

TJi^^TRcadincfs  for  futferiags  will  briiig  the  heart  of  a  Chrifthn 
to  an  holy  reft  and  tranquillity,  in  U  fufibriog  hoar,  and  prevent  fliftC 
anxiety,  perturbation,  and  dtftraAion  of  mind,  which  puts  the  &A» 
lag  weight  into  afflidtionsl      Tfacjpore  cargs,  iears^  and  troubles  ( 
wehayejbefore our  fufferkigs  come,  thV nbreialm.  quict,. and^coA- 
y»fed  we  are  like  to  be  when  our  fufferingy  are  come  indeed.    It  is  -^ 
admlral>le  to  conlider  with  what  peace  and  patience  Job  entertain^ 
his  troubles,  which,  coniidering  the  kinds,  degrees,  and  manner  in^ 
which  they  befel  him,  one  would  think  they  ihould  at  leaft  hate 
Aartled  and  amazed  him,  and  put  his  foul  (as  gracious  and  mortified 
as  it  was)  into  great  diforder  and  confufion }  but  you  find  the  con- 
trary :  never  did  the  patience  of  a  man  triumph  at  that  rate  ovter  tid^ 
Tcrfity ;  he  worlbips  God,  owns  his  hapd,  and  refigns  htmfeif  up  fo 
his  pleaiure.  Job  i.  to,  ii.    And  whence  was  this  i  Surely  had  Us 
troubles  come  by  way  of  fiirprise,  he  could  never  have  carried  it  at 
that  rate }  but  in  the  days  of  his  peace  and  profperity  he  had  prep^ired 
for  fnch  a  day  as  this.  Job  Si.  2j,  a6.  "  Ijw;|is  not  injafetyj  nrithfl:   [ 
"  had  I  reft ;  yet  trouble  caunj^^thcjjW^^       I  fe^ed  (faith  he)   ; 
"  iscome  upon  mei^  ^e  laid  it  to  heart  before  it  came,  and  there- 
fbre  it  mitker  diftra£ted,  nor  brake  the  heart  when  it  came.     In  like 
manner  the  pro^et  Habakkuk  ftood  upon  his  watch-tower^  i.  e.  he 
nude  his  ebfervations  by  the  word  upon  the  probable  events  of  proyi- 
dence,  whereby  he  got  a  clear  forefight  of  thofe  troiiblefbme  days 
that  were  at  hand  ^  which  thotsgh  it  made  him  tremble  in  hknfelf,  yet 
it  gave  him  reft  in  the  day  of  evil,  Hab.  iii.  i($>  17, 18*    l^htere  is  a 
twofold  reft  in  the  day  of  evil,  viz. 
I.  A  reft  of  deliverance. 
2*  A  reft  of  cootentation. 

Itjs^a  Sngular  mercy  to  find  reft  injUgah's  own  (pirit ;  to  enjoy 
iBw«-d^ace>  andjranquiility  of  mm?,  when  there  js  no  reft  with* 
out ;  and  the  wayto  obtain  this,  illo  fcrdee,  count  uponj  and  mate 
duepimairation  fer  troublous  jimes'Seibre-hatid :  evils  tbat  comedy 
way  of  mrprizal>  are  ndt  only  amazing,  but  very  frequently  deftruc- 
tive  evils ;  Tt  is  a  Tad  aggravation  to  feel  a  mifcry,  before  we  fear  it; 
thofe  calariMttes  that  find  mcn^^wr/j  dp  ufually  leave  them  dtjperaU ; 
the  enemjr  that  comes  upon  our  backs  hath^a  great  advantage  to  fuiti 
us,  yet  tfas  is  tSe  common  cafe  of  the  world.  "  3Por  man  knoweth 
<*  not  his  time,  but  as  the  fi(hes  are  taken  m  an  evil  net,  atid  as  tht 
<<  birds  that  are  caught  in  the  ihare  \  fo  are  the  fons  of  men  foared 
^  in  an  evil  tim^,  when  it  falleth  <m  them  fuddenly,"  i^cl.  ix.  12.  * 
Thtis  peiiflied  the  oki  world  \  there  was  but  «ne  Noah  provideti  for 
the  flood,  and  he  mlyi  with  his  family,  was  preferred  in  it :  aH  tht 
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reft  were  eatings  drinking,  marrying,  and  giving  in  marriage,  until 
the  flcod  came  and  fwept  them  all  away,  Matth.  xxiv*  38.  Mcnwili 
**^*  "fe  their  forcfecingfacaj  ties  J,  J^Ht,  ^^^Hf?_*L|s  all  _q]uict  tj>d^, 
J  tEi^  coDctude TtihaTrfe  To  to>morrow.  ^hofc  that  are  at  reftjn 
n  their  Jigbitat  ion,  agd  have  got  a  faFe  plllovLJundcr  tlieir  headsTare 
apt  to  fall  aflccp  In  jfecurity^  and  dream  plcafantly  of  continued  reft 


aW  peace ;  and  loth  they  are  to  interrupt  their  fcnfual  pleafiye  with 
mdaacholy  thoughts  oFcHangies  and  fttfierings> 

Thiloibphers  tell  ua,  that  immediately  before  an  earthquake  the 
.  air  is  very  quiet  and  ferene ;  and  before  the  great  rain  falls,  the  wind 
is  ufu^Uy  AiU  :  were  the  afpeA  of  fecond  caufes  much  more  favour- 
able and  encouraging  than  it  is  $  yet  there  is  caufe  enough,  for  all 
that  are  wife  in  heart,  to  fear  and  tremble,  under  the  confideration 
of  that  national  guilt  which  is  treafured  up,  and  will  certainly  produce 
diftreis  and  trouble. 

O  Chriftiansl  look  out  for  days  of  vifitation ;  prepare'for  a  ftorm, 
and  provide  you  an  ark,  an  hiding-place  in  Chrift,  and  the  promifes, 
as  ever,  you  expe£l  reft,  and  peace  in  your  own  fpirits,  when  the 
earth  (hall  be  full  of  tumults,  uproars,  and  deiblations. 

Secondly^  Our  preparation  for  fufierings  is  an  excellent  argument 
of  the  honefty  and  fincerity  of  our  hearts,  in  the  matters  of  religion : 
Jie  that  makes  account  of  fuffermgs,  and  is  daily  at  work  with  his 
own  hcj£t^  nidffily ihg  its  corrupt ionS|Wcaiung  Its  worldly  ^KZGons, 
exciting  and  making  ready  its  fuTOing>graces>  relolving  Tn  the 
ffrength  of  God7  to  take  his  lot  with  Chrift,  wherever,  anahbwfo- 
ever  rt  ihalJlt  fall ;  this  is  the  man  that  hath  deliberately  clofed  with, 
Chrift  upon  his  ownjcrms,  and  is  like  to  be  the  durable  and^vjflaMJi- 
ous  Chriftlan. 

As  for^hjfpocrites,  (Chrift's  fummer  firiends)  they  have  eithgr  their 

r  excej^ons"  agamft  the  icverities  of  religion,  and  ftudy  to  fecure  to 

themfclvcs  a  retreat  from  danger,  or  elfe  they  ruDi  jnconfidcrately  in- 

to  the  profeiSon  of  Chrift^  never  Hfibaf  ing  the  terms  which  ^e  pro- 

,  pofes  to  all  that  will  follow  him.  Mi^fe  yiii.  34,    The  neceffity  of  a 

rational  and  weil-advifed  cloiure  with  Chrift  upon  fuffering  and  felf- 

denying  terms>  is  by  himfelf  hilly  fet  forth  in  that  excellent  parable^ 

Luke  xiv.  25>  26,  27,  28.    There  was  a  great  multitude  that  follow* 

ed  him  at  that  time  ;  Chrift  began  to  grow  in  requeft  among  them  ; 

they  flocked  from  all  parts  to  fee  and  hear  him }  but  he  fbrefaw^ 

that  if  once  a  (harp  trial  (kould  befal  them,  it  would  quickly  thin, 

and  diminifli  that  great  multitude,  and  reduce  them  like  Gideon's 

hoft,  into  a  little  handful :  and  therefore  he  refolves  to  deal  candidly 

and  plainly  with  them;    he  propounds  his  terms,  and  fets  down  his 

conditions,  which  every  one  of  them  muft  fubfcribe,  that  will  follow 

him  ;  the  fum  of  which  is  this,  <^  Let  him  deny  himfelf,  take  up  his 

«<  cro(s  and  follow  me,^    And  to  evince  the  rationality  of  thefe  terms, 

he  arguesy  from  the  moft  common  and  obvious  prances  of  men  in 

their  dvU  afEiirs ;  no  man^  tbattszercifeth  reafon,  will  begin  to  build 
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an  houfc,  and  lay  a  Urge  foundation,  when  he  is  not  provided  with 
a  flock  to  carry  up  the  walls,  and  complete  the  work :  no  man,  in 
hb  wits  would  engage  with  a  handful  of  men,  againft  a  great  armed       . 
multitude  -,  poffibly  they  may  intend  to/ir<f,  but  no  man  would  thmk  .  j 
they  intend  to  fght  the  enemy,  on  fucha  difadvantage.  J^ftfoft^nds 
the  cafe  in  ourprofeffioiLqfjU^^^ 

wit^tEe^Eulincfs  of  religion,  we  muft  fit  down,  and_conipnteJiie 
coltand  charges  ot  Ubnlliamtyrthinfe  upon  the  worft.  as  well  as  the    ^ 
beft,  reckon  upon  reproaches^  prifons>  and  death  for  his  fake.  a$ 
well  as  the  cafier  and  more  glcafant  parts  of  aftivcjC>bedicii^^ 
having  fe  donc^ ljft£cn  we^anl)^  content  to^iiiLali  hazards^ aod    / 
forego  all  thcrelt  upon  his  account,  and  accordingly  manage  ourfclves 
m  a  day  offuffering,  then  we  deal  with  Chrift,^  and  clear  ourfclves 
from  the  danger  Qtnypocnjy.    Tfis  for  want  of  this,  that  fo  many 
profeflbrs  faint,  and  fall  away,  in  times  of  temptation,  furnifliing  the 
devil  with  fo  many  triumphs  over  religion,  and  the  more  upright  pro- 
feflbrs  of  it.     It  was  for  want  of  depth  of  earthy  (i.  c.)  a  deep  confider- 
ation,   and  well-rooted  refolution    at  firft,    that  the  ftony-ground 
hypocrite  fo  quickly  withered  away,  when  the  fun  of  perfecution  be- 
gan to  fliine  fervently  upon  him,  Matth.  xiii.  5,  6.     And  doubtlefs  it 
b  to  prevent  this  fiital  tllue  of  our  profiHfion,  that  God  makes  fuch 
deep  wounds  by  conviAion  upon  his  people's  hearts  at  firft ;  it  is  for  .•- 
our  eftablifliment  in  future  trials,  and  fufferinp,  jhat  hefo  diftreflesj 
andjiumMcs^ti^  fo  bitter  and  burdenJbmejp 

them  \  as  well  knowing;  that  allthis  is  no  more  than  needs,  to^pre-  ^ 
vent  their  retufnihg  again  to  fin,_,in  the  times  of  their  temptation, 
"ty  profefforf  if  thou  be  one  that  art  come  to  Chrift  in  this  way, 
and  haft  thus  deliberately  clofed  with  him  5  ifthou  haft  as  well  be- 
thiyght  thyfelf  of  bearing  his  crofs,  as  of  wearing  his  crown  i_*.^Pl*  ' 
halt  men  affair  evidence  of  the  uprightnels  ofthyneart,than  which. 


tEc  wrjd  affordrnot  j_i«^ejter^coQ^^ 

Thirdfjf  The  advantage  of  preparation  for  fufierings  lies  in  this 
that  it  prevems,  and  cuts  off  the  fcandal  and  ofience  of  the  cro(s,  with 
rcfpcft  both  to  ourfclves,  and  others. 

Firfi,  It  prevents  our  own  offence  at  fufferingsj  and  by  Chrift*g 
own  teftimony,  that  foul  is  blefled,  that  is  not  ofiended  in  him, 
Matth.  xi.  6.  Among  the  multitudes  of  profeffgrs,  few  are^uad  - 
that  arcno  way  offended  at  jTuffcring  for  Clurift  j  they^xpeftcd  much 
pcacej^jnour,  and  profperity  in  the  ways  of  religion,  but  finding 
their  expectations  frultrated,  and  "their  carnarmtereft  rather  expofedi 
tEanTeciircd^y  tlicirjrofcffiorfl^^ 

Johnvj.  66.  aifdwalk  no' more  witli  liirxi.  And  it  isvery  remM-ka- 
He,  that  Chrift  dates  the  offtrnce  that  nien  fhall  take  at  him,  from 
tEc^ffjipj^arance  6t  iujfenng,^^  Matth.  xxiv>  8,  g.  *<  All  thefc  arc 
«« jhcbcginning? of forrows^  and  then  fhaU  many  bcjD>ffende3^  Sor- 
rotfet  and  apoftacies  commence  together; 

fiut,  reader,  if  thou  be  one  that  makeft  it  thy  bufinefs  to.  forefefj 
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9nd  prepare  for  an  eril  dzjt  thou  wilt  have  as  good  thoughts  of 
Chrifl^  4nd  his  ways  at  the  loweft  ebb,  as  ever  thou  hadft  in  the 
greatefl  fiouriih,  and  time  of  profperity.  <<  Great  peace  (faith  the 
<<'  Piaiinift)  have  they  that  love  thj  law,  and  nothing  Ihall  ofiend 
<<  them."  O  happv  foul !  whom  no  troubles,  reproaches,  or  fufier^ 
iogs,  arc  able  to  offond  I  thou  mayeft  meet  with  prifons,  death,  ban- 
ilhments,  yea,  bur  none  of  thefe  things  (ball . offend,  or  ftunible  thee,, 
but  thou  (halt  peaceably  and  fafely  pafs  over  them,  becaufc  they  are 
no  more  than  thou  expe£left,  and  provideft  for. 

Secondly f  And  by  this  means  thou  wilt  alio  prevent  the  ofience  and 
(candals  of  otien  at  the  ways  of  religion.  It  a  &d,  and  dangerous 
thing  to  be  an  occaiion  of  (tumbling,  either  to  the  weak,  or  to  the 
wicked.  **  Woe  to  the  world  becaufc  of  offences,  for  it  muft  needs 
<<  be  that  offences  come  i  but  woe  to  that  man  bv  whom  the  offence 
«  Cometh,'*  Matth.  xvili.  7.  The  apoftacies  and  iinful  compliances 
of  ungrounded  profeffbr^,  and  weak  Chriftians,  in  times  of  tempta- 
tion, are  the  woeful  occallons  of  prejudicing  others  againft  religion, 
und  (bedding  the  blood  of  fouls.  Ah !  it  were  much  better  never  to 
be  in  the  ways  of  profeffion,  than  to  be  there  miy  as  a  ffonej;Utum*- 
tiS&^^nd  a  rocK  of  offence  to  others ;  ^uL?jl  this  mifchjeL  will^be 
prevented,  by  thy  ferlous  eypeftatlon  of,  and  provifion  for  the  evil 

jFourthly^  A  fourth  excellency  of  preparation  for  fuffcrings  lies  in 
this,that  it  hath  a  tendency  to  convince  and  awaken  the  drowfy  world. 
O  !  if  the  Lord's  people  would  but  engage  in  this  work  in  earneft, 
and  live  as  people  that  are  providing  for  a  ftorm,  and  refolve,  in  the 
firength  of  God,  to  run  aU  hazards  and  hardfhips  for  Chrift,  I  am 
perfuaded  it  would  be  of  more  ufe,  to  (lartle,  and  convince  the  world, 
than  all  the  fermons  that  ever  they  heard :  for  here  if  that  which  dallies 
and  cuts  the  throat  of  all  our  labours.  We  preach  up  fclf-denial, 
and  contempt  of  life,  and  liberty  for  Chrift :  now  though  IfEcy  bear 
us  preach  the  ncceffity;  a^nd"ex"cellcncy  of  thefe  things,  and  hcar^og 
profcfs  tlxenTis  your  principles  ^  yet  w5en  thgrjook^up^  the  lives 
ot  protehors  in  times  of  danger,  and  fand  no  proportion  betwixt  pro- 
feffion^nd  pradlice  V  when  they  ice  us  clmg  to  the  world,  and  are  as 
loth  to  give  it  up  lis  others  (^  when  they  oblervc  prHohV  ancTjuKnngs 
affright  and  terrify  ^sJ^gJgucS  as  thofe  thaj^rpakejioprofeSon;  when 
they  fee  us  ftart^like  hares,  at  cverylbuod,  andjhat  ^yc  live  not  loofe 
from  the  world,  as  men  prepared  toJcTit^go  and  give  it  up  for  Chrifl ; 
wTiylhen  theylconcludelhat  w(^  truit  our  own_pnnciples« 

when  it  comes  to  the,  pufa.  And  how  can  they  be  perfuaded  to^bc- 
lieve  that  which  thev  think  we  ourfdves  do  npt^ycs^Uy  believcj^^l- 


though  we  perfuade  taem  to  believe  it  ? 

IN^jfrjends,,  the  world  hath  eyes  to  fec_ ^-z^^^j.^^^^^ 

^qrcjgKe^r  wTiat  you  can  fay  f  ang^anong^s^hcj^evou j^ 


friends^  the  world  hath  qi^j  to  fee  what  you  c^  </g^a£^well  as 
'^  ^  ^'e  you^doOT^ 

f  will  bcljevj 

y  Google 


than  othersj  you  may_lajk  y^ur,.hsart§.j)vit  cry  they  will  bclieve_youy 
W^y  is  bettCT.ti3flO  OtbCHt 


Digitized  by' 


The  hefi  Work  in  tie  vwji  Times.  $t 

Bat  now  when  pcrfccntion  arifctb^  did  they  fee  yoa  pro^drng  yam> 
Mves^T  It,  and  putting_onvottr  harincis  to  enter  the  lilts,  c^rgLIogr 
dcarefcDJoyments  in  joux  Tunds,  and  put  on  the  £boe  ofprep&ration^ 
foteilow  the  JUorrThrough  the  rougheft_ways  of  fu^nngsj  this 
would  cqpviiice  to  purpole7anJ  prcacli  ffie^xccllency  of  Chnffi  tho 
vanity  of  the  creature,  tTierationality^and  certainty  of  Chnffian  .prio-^ 
ciplcs,~m  a  more  mteUi^ible  and  rouzjiigdlaleft Je^iheaia  ^ha^  all 
>dur  "cheap  and']gafjp:oimpcn3atiQns  of  tSem  did«  And  hence  it  jj 
that  Koah  was  faid  to  condemn  the  world,  Heb>  xi.  7>  <*  By  faitli 
"TJbaHtebg  warned  of  UpdlortSings  not  feen  as  yet/^  i.  e.  of  the 
ddugelEhat~was  commg,  though  qo  apj>carance  of  itjet^  tbcJisaKBl 
bemg  as  clear  as  ever ;  yet  believing  the  threatening,  ^^Hewasxaov- 
'^  ff  wuh  fear.^'^TEcT^af  of  God>an  cffefltjoThis  faith  in  the  wwd 
of  lurod^  mavid  ('»  e.j  Impelled Iblmjgt is  duty;  fet  him  about  his  prg'* 
paration  work  to  provlcle  an  /7r^and_this  was  it  by  which  he  con^ 
(Sm/Kd^tie  Hi^tdjUit  t^^  For  they^iot  only  beard  of 


an  approaching  flood  by  his  miniftry,  butju>g.J[kw.  b^  hJPlftlf  b**^'«^^* 
ed  ynat  he  preached,  by  ^li^aily^^par^''^"^  s^fflipft  it  came>  O 
confijkrjEs,  ho  w  roucn.iL  WQuld  tend  to  the  world^s  conviftion\ 


nowjHcj^wifl^ 

reality  in  godlinefs :  this  will  induce  thepi  to  iearch  into  tfre  natter 

niore  than  everpngTremove  tbofe  preiudices  they  have  taken  up 

agamtt  the  good  ways  ot  God,  as*  if  they  yfCH^hii^^jyhantqfms  and 

conceits* 

5.  In  the  next  place,  this  forefight  and  preparation  luufl:  needs  be 
an  excellent  thing,  becaufe  the  Spirit  of  God  every  where  fets  an  ho- 
nourable charafter  upon  it,  and  always  mentions  fuch  perfons  with 
fome  lingular  commenclation  and  rei]pe£t.  Thefe  cnly  were  wife 
men  in  the  judgment  of  God,  and  all  the  reft  (wha:  great  politicians 
foever  they  are'  famed  to  be  among  men)  are  accounted  fools,  Prov* 
xxii«  3.  Ecclcf.  iL  14*  <<  The  wife  man's  eyes  are  in  his  head ;  that  is, 
he  is  a  fore*feeing  man  ;  *<  but  the  fool  goes  on,  and  is  puniihed  :** 
RuQics  on  without  confideration,  fufpefting  no  danger  that  he  ai 
prefent  fees  not,  and  ib  fmarts  for  his  folly.  Beloved,  there  zxtfigns 
if  the  titnejf  as  well  as  of  the  weather.  Mat.  xvL  3.  Tou  may  fee  the 
clouds  of  judgment  gathering,  before  the  ftorm  falls  upon  you.  And 
this  IS  the  meaning  of  Zepb.  ii.  i,  2.  <<  Gather  yourlelyes  together^ 
<*  before  the  decree  bring  forth,  and  the  day  pafs  as  the  chaC 
Where  there  is  a  conception  of  judgment  there  will  be  a  birtht  unlcfs  the 
reformations  and  prayers  of  the  faints  caufe  it  to  mifcarry.  But  it 
requires  wifdom  to  difcern  this  *,  they  muft  be  men  of  much  obfer« 
vation  that  can  defcry  it  at  a  great  diftance  i  yet  this  may  be  done 
by  coniidering  what  God  hath  done  in  like  cafes  in  former  ages, 
when  nations  have  been  guilty  of  the  fame  fins  as  now  they  are : 
For  God  b  as  juft  now  as  then,  and  hates  fin  as  much  as  ever  he  did  ^ 
and  partly  by  attending  to  things /r^iiz/,  to  what  fulnefs  and  mature- 
ty  the  fins  of  a  nation  are  ^own|  Joel  iii.  i6,  or  what  beginnings  of 
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judgment  are  already  upon  a  people^  as  harbingers  and  forerunners 
of  more  at  hand.  Luke  iii.  30)  31.  i  Sam.  ii.  i2»  Or  what  is  the 
nnhrerfal  note  and  cry  of  God's  minifters,  who  are  his  watchmen  to 
forefee  danger,  Ezek.  lil  17.  and  his  trumpeters  to  difcover  it» 
Numb.  X.  8.  And  when  thefe  have  one  mouth  given  them,  certain- 
ly there  is  much  in  it,  Luke  i.  70.  Or,  lafUy,  by  pondering  thofe 
fcriptnrc-prophedes  that  yet  remain  to  be  fulfilled.  They  muft  all 
go  out  their  times,  and  accomplilh  their  full  number  of  years  and 
months  ;  but  certainly  they  fliali  be  fulfilled  in  their  feafons. 

By  attending  to  thefe  things,  a  Chriftian  may  give  a  near  guefs  at 
the  judgments  that  are  approaching  a  nation,  and  fo  order  himfelf  ac- 
cordingly. Ecclef.  viii.  5.  <<  A  wife  man^s  heart  difcerns  both  time 
*^  and  judgment.**  'And  this  is  (even  in  the  judgment  of  God)  a 
choice  point  of  wHdom  ;  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  heedlefs  and  care- 
lefs  ones,  that  regard  not  thefe  things,  are  branded  for  fools,  and  up- 
braided with  morjc  brutiflmeis  than  the  beads  of  the  field,  or  fowls  of 
the  air.  Matth.  xvL  3,  Jcr.  viii.  7.  "  The  fi:ork  in  the  heavens,  the 
««  fwallow,  turtle,  and  crane,**  oblerve  their  feafons  of  departing,  and 
returning  upon  the  approach  of  the  winter  znd  Jpring^  and  that  by  a 
natural  infdpd,  whereby  they  prolong  their  lives,  which  elfe  mnfl: 
periib.  But  chough  Ood  hath  made  man  wifer  than  the  fowls  of 
^fae  air,  and  beafts  of  the  earth,  which  by  inftinfl  will  quit  colder  cli- 
mates, or  run  to  the  hedges  when  winter,  or  ftorms  approach  *,  yet 
the  heavens  may  be  aftoniOied  at  this,  to  fee  nature  caft  by  fin  fo  far 
below  itfelf  ^  and  that  in  reafonable  features. 

But  now,  if  this  be  forefeen,  then  there  is  a  (ingular  advantage  in 
a  man's  hand,  either  to  ufe  the  means  of  preventing  thofe  approach-f 
ing  calamities,  Zcph.  ii.  3.  orif  it  cannot  be  prevented,  yet  to  tafcc 
fan£faiary  in  Cbrid,  Mic.  v.  5.  to  run  to  thepromifes  and  attributes,  Ifa^ 
xxiv.  ai.  and  fo  have  a  good  roof  over  his  head  while  the  ftorm  falls 
^d  the  weather  is  tenipeftuous  abroad.  And  therefore  certainly  this 
preparation  is  ah  excellent  things  Whatpcr  the  Spirit  of  GxkI  fpeaks 
in  the  commendation  pf  forefeeing  evils,  is  with  refpeQ  to  this  duty 
of  preparing  for  them  ;  for  forefight  of  evils  without  preparation,  ra- 
ther incrcaies  than  diminifhcs  the  mifery. 

(J.  A  fixth  excellency  of  preparation  lies  in  the  influence  that^jt 

hath  into  a  Chriftian's  {lability  in  the  evil  day.     You  cannot  but 

know  that  your  lability  in  that  critical  hour  of  temptation,  is  a 

I  choice  and  Angular  mercy,  inafmuch  as  all  you  are  worth  in  the  other 

world  depends  upon  your  (landing  then,  Rev.  xxi.  7,  8.  Rom.  ii.  6, 

7.  Luke  xxii.  27.  neither  can  joxi  be  ignorant  how  much  you  arc 

,  ike  to  be  tried,  and  put  to  it  then^  whether  you  relpeft  the  enemy 

<  that  engages  you,  Kph.  vi.  12.  or  your  own  weaknefs,  who  have  been 

fo  often  foiled  in  letter  trials^  Jer.  xii.  5.     All  the  grace  you  hayc  will 

be  little*  enough  to  keep  the  field  and  bear  you  up  from  finking  5  and 

therefore  it  cannot  but  be  ablefiied  thing,  to  be  able  to  (land  and  cope 

with  the  greatcft  difficulties  in  fuch  a  time  of  trial  as  that  will  be. 
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^  ^JLjbc.ihat  expe^  to  do  this  m^ft  put,o>n  the  whole  armour  of 
«  God.^.Sec.Ephcf.  vi*  12,  13^.14.    There  is  Qo^xpe^btion  of  * 
ibodiog  in  the  evil  day,  except  your  foot  hejkid%  thati>»  your  wills  pre*  ; 
pared  with  the  ^r^^ara^io/i  of  the  goj^l  of  peace. 

If  is  true,  that  our  ability  to  ftaod  is  not  from  our  own  inherent  . 
grace  J  /<  For  by  his  firength  (hall  no  mzfK  prerail/'  i  Saooit  iL.9*  \ 
AiuT  yet  it  is  as  tnie».iIut.wltlu2Utgiaci;A  both  in^^  us,  and  • 

^juriteanand^  pre^^red^X^^  a  ftprm,,  wc  cannot  cxpcft  to  ftand:  For  i^ 
tfiele  twO|  grace  inherent  in  us,  and  grace  exciting  and  afllfting  with-  ^ 
out  are  not  opf>9fed^  h\xt  Jo^rdtnated.  Grace  in  us,  is  the  weapon  by  ; 
wUeli  our  enemy  fallsj  but  then  that  weapon  muft.be  managed  bf  ^ 

the  hand  of  the  Spirit.- ^Well  thenj  look  upon. this  as  a  choice 

mercy,  which  tends  fo  much,  to  your  itability. 

7.  A  feventh  excellency  of  a  prepared  heart.  Is  that  it  is  a  very 
high  teftification  of  our  love  to  Jefus  Chrifly  when  we  thus  fhew 
our  wiUingnefs  to  take  our  lot  with  him,  and  follow  him  wherever  he 
goes.  What  an  high  expreHion  of  love  was  that  of  Ruth  to  her  mo- 
ther  Naomi  ?  <<  I  will  not  go  back,  but  where  thou  lodged  I  will 
<<  lodge,  and  where  thou  goeft  I  will  go."  It  is  excellent  when  a 
foul  can  fay  to  Chrift,  as  Ittai  to>David,  2  Sam.  xv.  ai.  <<  Surely  in 
«  wliat  place  my  Lord  the  king  ihall  be,  whether  in  (Jeath  or  in  life» 
<<  even  there  alfo  will  thy  fervant  be."  This  is  bve  indeed,  to  cleave 
to  him  in  a  time  of  fuch  diftrefles  and  dangers.  This  is  <<  love  which 
^(  the  waters  cannot  quench,  nor  the  floods  drown,"  Cant.  viii.  7. 
Proiath  amoris\  eft  exbiiitio  cperis :  If  you  love  Chrtft  indeed,  IheW 
your  love  by  fome  fruits  of  it ;  and  furely  this  is  a  very  choice 
firuit,  and  proof  of  it.  There  are  many  that  profids  a  great 
deal  oi  love  to  Chrift,  but  when  it  comes  to  this  touch-ftone,  it  ap- 
pears falfe  and  counterfeit  ^  but  a  mere  flourifh  when  no  danger  is 
near.  But  that  foul  which  buckles  on  the  (hoe  of  preparation,  to 
follow  him  through  thorns  and  briers,  and  over  the  rocks  and  moun- 
tains of  difficulties  and  troubles,  loves  him  indeed,  Jer.  ii.  2,  3.  Be- 
loved, it  la  one  of  the  choiceft  difcoveries  of  your  love  to  your  matter 
Chrift,  yea,  it  is  foch  a  teftification  of  love  to  him,  as  angels  are  not 
capable  of. '  They  fhew  their  love  by  their  readinefs  to  do  his  will,  in 
the  execution  of  which  they  fly  as  with  wings,  Ezek.  i.  24.  but  you 
only  have  the  happinefs  of  teflifying  your  love  by  your  readinefs  to 
itiflfer  for  him,  and  is  not  this  excellent  ? 

8.  When  the  heart  is  prepared  for  the  worft  fuiFerings,  it  is  an  ar- 
gument that  your  will  is  fubdued  to  the  will  of  God  j  for  till  this  be 
done,  in  a  good  meafure,  you  cannot  (land  ready  to  fufFer  for  hun. 
But  iiow^  to  have  the  will  fubdued  by  grace  to  the  will  of  God,  is  a 
very  choice  and  excellqit  frame  indeed  ;  for  in  this  the  main  power 
of  grScelieth  :  Look  in  what  faculty 'the  chief  refldence  and  ftrength 
of  fin  was,  in  the  fame  chief  reiidenoe  the  power  of  grace,  af^er  con* 
verflon,  is  alfo  :  Now  it  is  in  the  will  that  the  ftrength  and  power  of 
fin  (before  converflon)  lay.    See  John  v.  40.  Pfahn  Ixxxi.  f  z.  Jer. 
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jifiir.  jtf,  1 7*  And  in<Ued  it  wg»  the  devil's  ftrong  holdt  whkh,  in  xht 
dayof  ChrilVs  power,  he  ftorms  and  reduces  to  his  obediencei  Pfal. 
t%.  3*  O  5rhat  a  bkiled  thing  is  this  !  The  wSi  rules  the  man,  it 
liath  the  empire  of  the  whole  man ;  it  commands  the  faculties  of 
tile  Ibuly  hnperk  politico ;  and  it  commands  the  members  of  the  body, 
huperia  defpotko.  Now  to  have  Chrift  and  grace  rule  tbilt  which jmks 
and  coi|imaRds  yomr  inner  and  outer  man  too,  is  no  fmall  mercy  } 

'  ai)d  a  better  evidence  that  it  is  lb  cannot  be  given  than  this,  tEat  voq 
ftahd  ready,  or  do  lerioufly  prepare  yourfelvcs  to  fuffer  the  hardcft 
things  for  Chrift  :  If  your  will  can  like  that  workj  it  is  an  argun>ent 

,  grace  hath  conquered  and  fubdued  your  wills  indeed. 

9.  This  preparation  of  heart  to  fufi^rings«  is  an  excellent  thing, 
becatiTe'God  isfb  abundantly  pleafed  with  it,  that  he  often  excufes 
the^i  from  fufierings  in  whom  he  finds  it,  and  accepts  it,  as  if  the  fer** 
vice  had  been  afluaily  done.  So  Abraham,  Gen.  zxii.  12.  he  was 
itady  to  offer  up  his  liaac's  life  to  God  5  but  God  feeing  his  fcrvant's 
heart  really  prepared,  and  ready  for  that  difficult  fervice,  and  high 
pomt  of  fclfnienial,  provided  himfelf  another  facrifice  Inftead  of  iTaac. 
Abraham  fhatt  have  his  fon  liaac  back  again,  and  that  with  advan- 
tage ;  for  he  hath  with  him  not  only  a  choice  experiment  of  his  love 
to  God,  but  God's  high  approbation  of  him,  and  acceptation  of  his 
ofitring.  It  was  aH  one  in  refped  of  divine  acceptance,  as  if  he  had 
been  llain  \  and  fo  the  fcripture  represents  it.  Jam.  li.  21.  And  in 
thisfenfe  that  promtfe  is  often  made  good  to  God's  people  who  ftand 
ready  to  give  up  their  Ifaacs,  their  lives,  liberties,  and  deareft  enjoy- 
ments to  Che  Lord  :  «  He  that  will  lofe  bis  life  for  my  name's  Take, 

.    ^  (hall  fave  it,"  Luke  ix.  24. 

Now  what  a  blefled  thing  is  thisi  you  may  this  vray  have  the 
crown  of  martyrdom,  and  yet  not  (bed  one  drop  of  blood  for  Chrift 
a£tnal!y.  Ah  !  how  kindly  doth  God  accept  it  at  his  poor  creatnres 
hands,  when  he  fees  how  willing  they  are  to  ferve  him  with  their  beft 
enjoyments!  *<  It  is  well  (faith  he  to  David)  that  it  was  in  thy  heart.'' 
I  Kings  viii.  £87 

10.  And  then,  la!l1y,  to  add  no  more,  it  is  beyond  controverfy  an 
excellent  and  bleffed  thing  5  becaufe  (hould  (uch  a  Chriftian,  after  all 
his  pains  and  preparations,  be  over-borne,  and  fall  by  temptation  % 
yetthb  preparation  of  his  heart  excufes  his  fttll,  from  thofe  aggrava^ 
tions  that  are  upon  the  falls  of  others,  and  wilt  ^e  him  hoth  ft^rt 
tmder  fuch  a  condition,  and  tncouragement  to  hope  for  afpeedy  reco- 
very out  of  it.  Ah  !  it  is  no  fmall  comfort  when  a  poor  foul  that 
hath  been  over-borne  by  temptation,   can  come  to  God  and  fay, 

*  Lord,  thou  knoweft  that  this  was  not  a  wilful  departure  from  my 
.    *  duty,  but  contrary  to  the  btnt  and  refolutions  of  my  heart ;  thou 

*  ixweft  my  diligence  before-hand  to  prepare  for  it ;  thou  fawcft  my 
«  fears  and  tremblings  of  heart  about  it :  O  Lord,  forgive,  O  Lord, 

*  recover  thy  fcrvant,  waflbi  away  this  fpot,  it  is  one  of  the  fpots  of  thy 
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(  childreiiy  an  lofirmitTi  not  a  rebellion :'  This  may  much  ftay  \h6 
CouL 

Surely,  in  this  cafe,  thou  haft  many  srounds  of  comfort  that  ano« 
ther  vanU  \  for  thy  fin  being  bat  an  innrmity,  (i.)  ^^  ^^  ^^^  which 
isooBuacm  to  all  faints,  Pfal.  ciii«  ii,  xa,  13,  14.     (1.)  God  hath 
mercy  and  pardons  for  fuch  fins  as  thefe^  eHe  woe  to  the  holieft  fou^ 
Pfal.  cxxY.  3.  4.    Solomoni  upon  this  groun.d^pleads  for  mercy  for   f 
them  that  prepared  their  heartSf.  a  Chron..  xxx*  Jj&^lff^  .  And,  God   ' 
hath  laid  in  iweet  grounds  of  encouragement  for  fuch  foulsi  Numb«  ; 
XV.  17,  28.  Hcb.  V.  a.  '  How  tenderly  doth  Chrift  deal  with  his  dif-  i 
ciples  under  this  kind  of  iuij  Matth.  xxvi.  41.  and  though  they  for«  ' 
fook  him  for  a  time^  yet  he  received  them  again  )  though  they  ded 
from  him^  yet  they  all  jreturned  again  and  appeared  boldly  for  Chrift  y 
afterwards,  and  (ealed  thetr  confeffiofi  of. him  with  their  blooi«  And 
that  which  recovered  than  again  was  this^  that  their  fall  and  Jepar« 
tioe  was  contrary  to  the  refolationi  and  ftanding  framCtiUid  bcri:  of 
their  hearts ;  for  they  refblved  all  to  cleave  to  hia>  to  the  death,  Mat« 
zxvL  35.  whereas  thofethat  engaged  in  a  profeifion  of  him  inconfi-  ' 
derately»  and  never  refolvedy  nor  prepared  for  the  worft,  fell  ofi*  from  "^ 
him,  and  never  returned  any  more»  John  vi«  66.    So  then»  upon  the 
whcle^  yon  caimot  but  grant,  that  it  is  a  very  blefTed  and  excellent 
things  to  prepaid  thus  for  the  greateft  iudering  that  can  l)efal  us  for 
Chrift.     We  come  next  to  Ifarw  wherein  it  lies* 


CHAP.   V- 

Evhtang  tie  necejfitj  of  afiund  and  real  vjorkrfgroce  upon  the  hearty  U  ^, 
^  a  man  far  fleering  for  Chrift. 

HAtnNG  (hewed  you  that  God  doth  fometiriiefe  put  his  Atiltift 
people  upon  vel-y  hard  feh^ices  for  him,  and  what  ah  excefl-eht 
thing  it  is  to  prepare  onrftlvcs  to  obey  the  call  of*  God  to  thctfi :  ttl 
the  ixext  place  t  com^  to  diew  you,  wherein  this  preparation^  dr  reddU 
ntfs  tor  ruffcring  confifts,  and  how  inany  things  concur  itid  contri- 
bute their  affiflance  to  this  work. 

Now  there  is  a  twofold  prtpa'ratlon  or  readinefs  for  futfcfing  ;  the 
one  IS  habllualt  the  other  aBual :  That  hahlUtal  readinefs  iS  nothittg  elfe 
bill  the  incrinciion  of  a  (bill  to  fuffer  any  thing  for  Chrift  \  which  //i- 
climdhn  arifeth  from  the  principles  of  grace  ihfiiftd  into  the  Ibul : 
But  then  as  Brtf,  though  it  have  a  natural  indiiiation  to  afctnd,  yet 
may  Be  violently  deprcfled  and  hindered,  that  it  cannot  afcthd  aftual- 
ly,  fi>  may  it  be  in  this  cafe  j  and  therefore,  before  a  marl  catt  be  fit- 
ted for jfiiffcrings  as  Paul  was,  there  muft,  to  this  habitual,  be  fut)6r- 
added*  ah  oB'ual  readinefs^  which  is  nothing  clfe  but  the  rouiltig  of. 
grJ:e  out  of  the  ffcepy  ix&  dull  habits,  and  awakening  it  to  Its  work 

Vol.  VI.  1) 
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in  a  time  of  need  :  as  the  Hon  is  faid  to  lafh  himfeif  with  his  tail,  ity 
tovizt  up  his  courage liefbre  he  fight.  The  former  is  a  renwtepovfcr, 
'^^.]?^Xl''_^ri?*/'^."^  unxncdiate  4>ower,  I  muft  handle  the  former 
in  this  chapter,  and  yon  are  to  know  that  it  conjtjieth  in  a  found  and 
real  work  oj  grace  or  converfion  nvr^ght  tipin  the  foul ;  without  whicfay 
J  I  fliairn^akc  it  evidently  appear  ro  yon,  that  no  man  can  be  fit  or  rca- 

/  dy  to  fuffer  as  a  Chriftian. 

Whatever  ft otk  of  natural  courage,  moral  principles,  or  conamon 
.  ^fts  of  the  Spirit  be  lodged  in  any  man's  breaft,  yet  all  thisjwith- 
oiif  fpccial  grace)  can  never  fit  him  to  fuffer  for  Chrift,  Ana  bad 
not  this  work  been  realty  and  found  ly  wrought  upon  the  heart  of  .this 
bfefiedt  man,  as  indeed  it  was,  A^s  ix.  3,  4,  5.  he  had  quickly  Jaint- 
ed  un4er  his.fiifferings  :  and  fo  will  every  foul  fooner  or  later  do,  that 
i(u6ers  not  upon  the  fame  principles  that  he  did 

i;  For  firft,  No  man  can  fuffer /or  Chrift  unti^  he  be  able  to  deny 

C^hfrnfelfc  See  Maith.  xvi.  24.  Self-denial  goes  in  order  of  nature 
before  fufferings.  Beloved,  in  a  fnffering  hour  the  intercft  of  Chrift 
and  felf  meet  like  two  men  upon  a  narrow  bridge,  one  moft  df  nccef* 
lity  go  back,  or  the  other  cannot  pafs  on  :  If  you  cannot  now  deny 
fiffyovL  niuft  deny  Chrjft*    The  yoke  and  dbminion  of  filf  muft  be 

(fcafl  cffy  or  elfe  Chrift's  yoke  and  burden  cannot  be  taken  on. 

Tt  is  confcffed  that  felf  may  not  only  conjifi  nvkh^  but  be  a  motive  to 
(bmcldhd  of  fuffiurings ;  Ambition  and  applaufe  may  carry  a  man  far 

'  this  way  :  pride  is  zfrlamander  that  it  feems  can  live  in  the  flames  of 
iaaartyTdom,~  i  Cor.  xiii,  3.     But  to  be  zfervant  to  fcif  and  a  true 

;  fi^erer  for  Chrift  is  incompatible.     Self  may  make  you  the  deviPs 

/  martyrs^  but  grace  only  can  make  ytmChri/Fs  martyrs.  So  that  let  a 
man  be  Icemuigly  carried  for  a  while  with  never  fo  high  a  tide  of  zeal 
for  Chrift,  yet  if  felf  be  the  fpring  that  feeds,  thofe  felf-ends,  like  fa 
many  little  ditches  joined  to  the  brink  of  a  river,  will  fo  fuck  and  draw 
away  the  water  into  themfelves,  that  the  lofty  dream  will  fink  and 
come  to  nothing  ere  it  have  ran  far :  So  then,  of  neceflity,  felf  muft 
be  dethroned  in  the  hearts  of  Chrift's  fiiflTringfervants. 

But  how  it.  is  real  grace  only  that  difpofes  felf,  and  fubjefts  its  intc- 
reft  to  Chrift's  5  for  fanftification  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  dethroning  of 
exalted  felf,  and  the  fitting  vp  of  Chrijl^s  intere/f  above  it  in  thefmL  This 
M  St  that  alters  the  property  of  all  a  man  hath,  and  fup^rfcribes  them 
with  a  new  title,  Holtnefs  to  the  Lord,  Ifa.  xxiii.  1 8.  Zcch.  xiv.  20,  21. 
Thenceifbrth  a  man  looks  at  himfclf  as  rone  of  his  own,  but  paft  in- 
to another's  right,  i  Cor.  vi.  19 ;  and  that  be  muQ  neither  live^  nor 
aB  ultimatily  for  himfeif,  but  for  Chrift,  Rom.  xiv.  7.  Heb.  xiii.  7, 
8.  Phil.  i.  20.  He  is  no  more^as  a  /no^n^'/or,  but  a  fleward  of  all  he 
hath  ;  and  fo  holds  upon  thefe  terms,  to  lay  it  out  as  may  beft  ferve 
liis  Matter's  ends  and  glory. 

•  All  that  he  is  or  hath,  is  by  grace  fubordjhated  to  Chrift;^ and  if 
oncefuiorHnated,  then  no  niore  oppofed  to  hm^fahordjnata  nonj>ugnant» 
This  is  it  thait  makes  liim  fay,  I  care  not  what  becomes  of  me  or  mioe» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  bejt  JTori  in  the  nuorji  Timet.  27 

fo  Chrift  miny  be  glorified|  (<  Let  Cbrift.  he  magpificd  in  my  body^ 
"  wfiether  it  be*  by  life  or  death,"  Phil.  i.  ao. 

By  converfion  Chjrift  enters  the  foulj .  as.aaanpy.  doth  an  pneinyts 
garriTon  by  fi9"n>.i'^4  wben  ii^JlBQfiyrd.oiJLJv.      ^ 
^racerhe  jprcfcDtly  divides  the  whole  fpoil  of  fclf  betwUt  -^  '.  ^^ 

hlnafelfand  his  church.'  This  k  the  firft  thing  that  evinc;^. th?  nc- 
ceiCty  of  a  work  ofgrace  to  prepare  t  hi;  JieacLf or  .iufferings. 

a.  And  then  in  the  pext  place,  it  is  as  evident  that  a  man  c^n  ne* 
ver  be  fit  to  fuffer  hard  things  for  Chrift  iiniil  his  Iptrit  be  enlarged^ 
raifed,  and  ennobled*  fo  that  he  be  able  to  defpiie  dangers,  and  look 
all  di^ulties  in  the  face.  That  low  zikdj>nvate  fpirit  muft  be  re^ 
moved^  and  a  fuhlk  fpirit  muft  poflefs  him.  If  a  man  be  of  a  feeble 
and  effeminate  ^irit,  every  petty  danger  will  daunt  and  fink  him  } 
delicacy  and  tendemels  is  as  nnfuitable  to  a  Chriftian  as  to  a  foldier* 
2  Tim.  ii.  3.  They  that  mean  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God*  muf^ 
refolve  to  make  their  way  through  that  l>rake  of  troubles  betwixt 
them  and  it,  .2  Tim.  iii.  1 2.  They  that  will  be  crowned  with  vuflo- 
ry,  muft  ftand  to  it,  and  play  the  men,  as  that  word  imports,  i  Cor^ 
&vi.  i3«  Look  over  all  the  facred  and  human  hiftories,  and  feeif  yoa 
can  find  a  man  that  ever  honoured  Chrift  by  fuffertng,  that  was  not 
of  a  raifed  and  noble  Ipirit*  and  in  feme  meafure  able  to  contemn 
both  the  allurements  and  threats  of  men.  So  thofe  three  noble  Jews^ 
Dan.  iii.  16, 17.  So  Mofes,  Ueb.  xi..  27.  And  fo  our  apoftle,.  AiEb 
zx.  24.  And  the  fame  heroic  and  brave  fpu*it  was  found  in  the  fuc* 
ceedbg  ages  amengft  the  witJieles  of  Chrift.  When  Valence  the 
emperor  endeavoui^'to  draw  Bafil  firom  the  faith  by  offers  of  prefer-  ' 
ment,  <^ffer  thefe  things.(faith  he)  to  children  ;'  when  he  threaten- 
ed him  with  torments,  *  threaten  thefe  things  (faith  he)  to  your  pur^ 

*  pie  gallants  tliat  live  delicately.'  And  the  fame  Bg^fil  relating  the 
fiory  of  the  forty  martyrs,  faitb.  That  when  great  honours  and  prefer* 
ments  were  offered  them  to  draw  them  from  Chrift,  their  anfwer  was^  ^ 

*  Why  offer  you  ithefe  imaJl  things  of  tlie  world  to  us,  (O  emperor)  : 
<  when  you  know  xbe  whole  world  is  contemned  by  us  V    So  Luther^ 
money  could  not  tempt  him^  nor  the  fear  of  man  daunt  him*    *^  I«et  ^ 

*  me  (faid  he  in  his  letter  to  Staupicius)  be  accounted  pcowf ,.  CQve« 

*  tous,  a  murderer,  gulltj  of  all  vices,  rather  than  xif  wicked  filence. 

*  and  xoyardge  in  the  cauTi^'ofXh^^  Thus  you  fee  to  what  an. 
height,  and  holy  greatneis,  the  ipirlts  of  fufiering  faints  in  all  ages 
have  been  raUed. 

But  naw  it  is  grace  that  thus  raifes  the  ipirits  cl  men  above  all  the 
fmiles  and  hcmours,  firowns  and  fears  of  men }  and^no  other  princi- 
ple but  grace  can  do  it.  There  is  indeed  a  natural^outnefs  and  gene- 
rofity  m  fome  which  may  carry  them  far,  as  it  is  faid  of  Alexander, 
that  when  any  great  danger  approached  him,  his  courage  would  rife« 
and  he  would  fay.  Jam  piriculum  par  animo  AJe.xa:tdri ;  Here  is  a 
danger  fit  for  Alexander  to  encounter :  So  Pompey,  V'ben  diffuaded 
from  a  dangerous  voyage>  anfwo'edj  Necejfe,  eji  ut  eam^  non  ut  vivam* 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


<  It  i?  neccQary  that  I  go»  not  tb^t  I  IWe/  But  tbis  b^nf  fed  oqIj  bj 
fa  natural  fpring,  can  cany  \  mvxXS>  bi^iber  than  nature,  and'  vill  flag 
I  i|t  laft.  If  appjaufe^  and  the  pbferv^tion  of  the  world  fupplyJtxot^ 
^  k  qiiicHy  ebbs  and  fcils. ' 

But  98.  grace  raife$  znen  much  higher ;  fb  it  maintams  it  even  when 

there  is  nothing  to  encourage  without  \  when  forfaken  of  all  crea* 

tures  and  viilble  fiipport8>  2  Tim.  iv.  10.     And  this  it  dpth  three 

ways  :  (r.)  By  giving  him  that  hath  it  a  view  of  far  ^ea^er  things, 

^ Vhi£h..fti™ks  up  aU  tcmjporary  things,  and  malccs  them  appear  but 

tiiflesand  final!  mattersj  Roip.  viif.  1$.  2  Cor.  iv.  18.     By  grace  a 

),  njan j-ifcs  with  Chrift,  Col.  Hi.  I.  *  It  ftts  him,  upon  bis  high  places, 

andtbence  he  looks  dawn  upon  things  below  9&  very  poor  and  incon* 

fiderable.    The  great  cities  of  Campania  feem  but  little  fpots  to  them 

that  f^and  on  the  top  of  the  Alp$.     (^.)  By  teaching  him  to  value  and 

ineafiire  all  things  by  anqther  thing  than  he  was  wont  to  do   He  did 

once  meafure,  lifci  liberty,  riches,^  honours  by  ftnft.  and  time  5  and 

i    then  they  feemecl  great  things,  and  it  was  har3  to  deny  fhecji,  or  thus 

Q'  to  flight  them  J.  b^t  now  he  values  and  meafiires  alt  by  faith  and 

^eternity  \  and  efteems  nothing;  great  and'  exceUcnt  but  what  hath  a 

'   reference  tp  the  glory  oi  Cic3,  apd  an  iri^ucncc  into  eternity-    (3.) 

efface  raiies  apd  ennobles  the  fpirit  thus,  becaufe  it  is  the  divine  n^a* 

ture  \  it  is  the  Spirit  of  Q^irift  infufed  into^a  fioor  worm,  vifhich  makes 

^  a  ftrange  aheration  pn  him,  traosforip;  him  ipto  another  manner  of 

.  ^erfon  ;  a$  much  difference  betwix^t  bis  fpirit  now  and  what  it  was, 

^  as  betwixt  the  fphit  of  a  chUd  th^^t  is  filled  ^ith  fmall  matters,  and 

taken  up  with  toys,^  and  of  a  ^r^i^tjlatefmfln  that  b  daily  employed 

about  the  grand  afi^rs  of  a  ki^gdQnx* 

3.  A  man  cap  pqyer  fiiffer  as  a  Chriftian  till  his  will  be  fubjcftcd 
:'  to  the  will  of  God.  He  that  fuffers  if2voJt4fjtariiy,  and  out  of  ncccf- 
.    fity,  not  out  of  choice,  fhall  ^either  have  acceptance  nor  reward  from 

God.     Of  neceffity  the  will  muft  be  fubjeftcd  \  a  man  can  never  fay, 
/    Whywill  h,  done,  till  he  can  firft.  fay,  N^t  my  V^/A 

xJut  it  is  grace  only  that  thus  conquers  and  fubjefts  the  wiH  of  man 

to  GodS,  Plal.  ex.  3.     This  is  that  which  exalts  God's  authority  in 

the  fold,  and  makes  the  heart  to  (loop. and  tremble  at  his  commands. 

It  is  ths^t  which  makes  our  will  to  write  its  fiat  at  the  foot  of  every 

command,  and  its  ]>tacet  i^nd^r  everv  ord^r  it  receives  from  God.  No 

-  fi)oner  wa$  grace  entered  into  the  loul  pf  Pau>,  but  prefentlyhc  cries 

•^    out,  «  Lord,  what  wih  thou  have  me  to  do  ?"  Ads  ix.  6.    The  will 

is  to  the  foul  what  the  wheels  are  to  the  chariot  |  and  grace  is  to  the 

will  what  oil  is  to  thofe  wheels.     When  we  receive  the  Spirit  of 

^'  grace,  we  are  faid  to  receive  an  un^iQnfroh^  the  Ik/y  One,  1  John  ii. 

"^     20.     And  then  the  ibul  is  made  as  the  chariots  of  Amlnadab^  Capt. 

yi.  1 2.  Non  tardat  unda  rota^  \i  runs  freely  after  the  Lord,  and  cheer-^ 

|uUy  addreffeth  itfelf  to  the  very  ferviee, 

4.  A  man  can  neve^  fuQfcr  as^  a  Cfarifiian  until.his.  heart  be  com** 
pofed^  fixed,  and  deterQxtnj^d  to  fojtlow  the  Lord  throu^  all  ha^ard^ 
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and  diffiqiUif8»    As  lon^  as  a  man  is  hefiutmg^  aqd  uorefoWcd  wliit 
todOy  whether  togblbrwardy  or  return  ^ack  again  to  the  proiperpcis  j 
world,  when  a  roan  is  at  ftich  a  paufe^  and  (Isnd  in  hi$  wa^i  h^  is  1 
Terj  unfit  for  ftiffferings/    AH  fiich  divifions  do  both  %veaien  th^  ipulf  ^ 
znd'Jfrengthffi  the  temptation  :  The  devil's  work  is  more  than  ha^ 
done  to  hb  hand  in  itich  a  ibuli  and  he  is  now  as  unfit  to  epdqrf 
hardihtp  for  Chrift,  a^  a  (hip  is  to  ride  out  a  (lonii  that  I^th  neither 
cable,  anchor,  nor  balhift,  to  hold  and  fettle  it,  but  lies  at  the  memf 
of  every  wave,  Jam.  i.  d*  «  The  double-minded  man  is  u^A^^bl^.  in  9O  1 
•<  his  ways/'    fluf  tils  grace^  and  nothing  befides,  that  briogi  thcs^ 
heart  to  a  fixed  rcfolution  and  fettlement  to  follow  the  lior^a  it  b  j| 


grace  that  ^ahlijhes  the  h^eart^  Heh.  xiii.  9.  and  unites  it  to  fe^r  the 
name  of  God,  PfaL  U.:»xvi,  n.  This  gathers  all  the  dreams  ii^tp 
one  channel,  s^nd  then  it  runs  with  much.  Arength,  and  Iweeps  ^yfzj 
all  obftacles  before  it-  So  that  look  as  it  is  with  a  wickei  m^ix  tbsK 
hath  fold  himfetf  to  do  Avickedly,  if  he  be  fet  upon  any  ope  defiga  of 
fin,  he  pomrs  out  his  whole  heart  and  ftrength  into  the  profecution  of 
that  defign,  which  ik  the  ground  of  that  iaying,  Liberet  tne  Ikuf  4^ 
hotmne-  unius  tantum  negotiiy  let  God  deliver  me'  from  a  man  of  onp 
only  defign.  He  will  do  it  to  purpofe :  So  is  it  alfa  in  grace  \  if  the 
heart  be  cQmpofed,  fixed,  and  fully  refolved  for  God,  nothing  ftaU 
then,  fland  before  him.  And  herein  lies  much  of  a  Chriftian'^  bsdw^ 
tual  fitnefs  and  ability  to  fufier. 

5.  The  neceffity  of  favi^ig  grace  in  all  fufferers  for  Chrift,  wHl 
farther  appear  from  this  confiderafion,  that  he  who  will  run  ^l  ha- 
zards lor  Chrift,  b?d  nce4  of  a  continual  fupply  of  ftrength  and  re-  . 
firclbment  from  timie  to  time.   He  muft  not  depend  on  any  thing  that 
is  failable ;  for  what  (hall  he  do  then  when  that  ftock  is  fpent,  and  n 
he  hath  no  provifion  left  to  Uve  upon  ?  Now  all  natural  (]ualificatiaxi8»  t 
yea,  all  the  common  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  are  failable  and  ihort-lived  ] 
things ;  they  are  like  a  fweet  fiower  in  the  bofom,  that  is  an  ornament  ' 
for  a  little  while,  but  withers  prefently :  Or  like  a  pojpd  or  brook 
occafioned  by  a  great  fall  of  rain,  whicn  quickly  links  and  dries  up^ 
hecaufcit  is^not  fed  by  fprings  in  the  bottom,  aS  other  fountain- wa- 
ters are  s  and  hence  it  is  they  cannot  continue  and  hold  out  when  ^. 
fuBerings  come,  Matth.  xiii.  21      Becaufe  there  is  no  pooft  to  noi|-  | 
ri(h  and  fupportr   The  hypocrite  will  not  always  call  upon  ^od|  I 
Job  xxvii.  \o*    Though  they  may  keep  company  with  Chrift  a  few  \ 
miles  in  this  dirty  way,  yet  they  moft  turn  back,  at  laft,  and  fliakd  ^ 
bands  eternally  with  him,  John  vi.  6^    Thefe  comets  may  faem  to 
fhine  for  a  time  among  the  ftars,  but  when  that  eaithly  matter  it 
fpeot,  tb^y  tnnft  fall,  and  lofe  their  glory.  1  . 

Bat  Do^  jr^ce  U  ^n  everlafting  principle,  it  hath  fprings,  id  the  hotv 
torn  that  never  iail.     <<  I  fhall  be  in  him  (iaith  Chrift)  a  well  of  wa«  .. 
«  ter  fpringing  up  into  eternal  life/'  John.  iv.    14^     The  Spirit  of 
Cod  fupplies  it  from  time  to  time,  as  need  requires.     It  hath  daily  . 
incanaesfirom  heaven,  %  Cor,  i.  ^.  Phil,  iv^  13.  Col.  i..  ii«    So  that 
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It  is  our  union  with  Chrift  the  Fountain  of  gracci  that  ig  tho  true 
ground  of  our  conflancy  and  long  fuficring*. 

6.  And  then  hMj,  it  will  appear  by  this  alfo,  that  there  is  an  ab^ 
folute  ncceility  of  a  real  change  by  grace  on  all  that  will  fiifier  for 
Chrift ;  becaufe  although  we  may  engage  ourfdves  in  fufferipgjB  with- 
.    out  it,  yctwe  can  never  manage  oyr  fufierings  like  ChriQians  with- 
out it.    They  will  neither  be  honourable  nor  acceptable  to  God,  nor 
*    y  yetheneficial  and^  comfortable  to  burfelves  or  othersi  except  they  be 
,  performed  from  this  principle  of  grace  :  For  upon  what  principle  fo- 
ever  befide  this  any  man  is  aisled  in  rellgloni  it  will  either  caiife  him  to 
d'ediri^  fufiferings  for  Chrift  i  or,  if  he  be  engaged  in  tbemi  yet  he 
y  will  Ffttjc  credit  rcHgron  by  his  ^jfierinp.    They  will  either  be  fpoil-* 
<d  b;  an  ill  management,  or  his  own  pride  will  devour  the  praiie  and 
glory  of  them.     I  do  not  deny  but. a  man  that  is  gracelefs  may  fufier 
manjf  hard  things  upon  the  account  of  his  profe^on,  and/i^er  them 
^    all  in  vain/as  thefe.  fg-iptur<;^  mamfcft.    See  i  Cor«  xiiu^  GaL  iii. 
4.     And  although  you  may  find  manv  fweet  promifes  piade  to  thofe 
f    chat  fuffer  for  Chrift,  yet  muft  confider  that  thofe  pure  and  fpiritual 
ftf   ends  and  motives  by  which  men  ought  to  be  a^ed  in  their  fufferingS| 
^e  always  (uppofed  and  implied  in  all  thefe  promifes  that  are  made  to 
'    the  extern2\l  SMflion.     And  foinetimes  it  is  exprefled,  i  Pet.  iv«  i6« 
To  fufier  [as  a  Chriftian]  is  to  (ufier  from  pure  Chriftian  principles, 
and  in  a  Chriftian*  manner,  with  meekneff^  patience^  Jislf  denude  &c*  and 
^  this  grace  only  can  enable  you  to  do :  So  that  by  all  this,  I  hope 
'       what  I  have  undertaken  in  this  charafler,  viz.  To  evince  the  necefiity 
of  a  work  of  grace  to  pafs  upon  you,  before  fufierings  for  religbn 
come,  is  performed  to  fatisfaAion. 


CHAP.  VI. 

Wherein  ike  nature  of  this  work  of  grace  ^in  whfch  our  habitual finefs  for 
fuffering  lies^  is  hri&fly  opefied^  and  an  account  givai  of  tie  great  advanr 
tage  the  gracious  ptf /on  hath  for  any,  even  the  hardejt  nsnrh  thereby. 

HAVING  in  the  former  chapter  plainly  evinced  the  neccflity  of 
faving  grace  to  fit  a  man  for  fufiferings ;  it  will  be  expeAed 
now  that  fomc  accourt  be  given  you  of  the  nature  of  the  work,  and 
how  it  advantages  a  man  for  the  difcharge  of  the  hardeft  iervices  in 
religion :  Both  which  I  fhall  open  in  this  chapter  by  a  diftin^l  expli- 
cation of  the  parts  of  this  defcription  of  it. 

^his  vj9rk  of  grace ^  of  which  I  am  here  to  fpeak,  cof^fls  in  the  real 
•2^  A  f  ^  change  of  the  mohde  man  by  the  Spirit  ofGod^  vjherehy  he 
Wbat  Jaying     .•  p^^redfor  every  good  nvori :  In  which  brief  det 

grace  $s.         cription  I  ihall  open  thefe  four  things  to  you. 

1 .  That  k  is  a  change ;  this  is  palpably  evident,  both  from  fcrip- 

I i_,  -  -     - --  —  —         

*  We  are  only  fo  &r  fafe  at  we  are  anitod  to  Cl^aft. 
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# 
ture  and  ezperienccy  2  Cpr.  v.  17.  <«  Old  thinss  are  jfiA  ^waj,  b&* 
«  hold  all  things  are  become  new  '/*  and  it  is  10  fenfible  a  change^ 
that  it  is  called  a  turning  from  darknefs  to  lights  A£b  xxvu  i8»  and  a 
new  creature  formed  and  brought  forth.    Buf  to  be  a  little  more 
diftinA  and  particular,  there  are  fever^l  other  changes  that  paTs  upon 
men,  which  muft  not  be  miftaken  fortius  \  and  therefore^  (i<)  It  is 
not  a  mCTc  change  of  the  judgincnt  from  ciror  to  truths  jrom.Pagan- 
ifm  to  Chriflianity.    SiicK  a  change  Simon  Magus  had,  j^t  ilill  re«  [ 
mained  in  the  galT  of  bittcrneiisj  and  faft  Bound  in  the  bonds  of  ini-  ' 
quity,  Afls  yiii.  ^3.     (2.)  Nor  only^f  a  roan's  prafticc,  from  profane-'^ 
nefs  to  civility :  This  is  comrnon  among^  fuch  as  live  under  the  light  of 
the  gofpelj  which  breaking  into  men^s  confciences,  thwarts  th^lufts^ 
andover-awes  them  with  the  fears  of  hell:  Which  is  nompre.thaa 
what  the  Gentiles  had^  Rom.  ii.  15.     (3.)  Kor  is  it  a  change  from 
mere  Morality  to  mere  firmaRty  in  religion.    Thus  bypocriies  are 
cbange^^by  the  common  gifts  of  the  Spirit^  illuminating  their  minds» 
and  flightljr  tooching  their  aSeAbnsj  Web.  vj,  ^  5,     (4*)Lilorjs  Jt 
fuch_a  (chaBge  as  juf^ification  makes,  which  U  jelative,  and  only  alters 
theftate  s^nd.cojiditlpxu  R^^uxv.y*  i^  ^  (5-)  Laftlyj  It  is  not  a  change  ] 
of  the  eflence  of  a  man  ;  he  remains  eflentially  the  fame  perfon  itilL 
But  this  change  confifts  in  the  infuiion  of  new  habits  of  grace  ini;o  the  ^ 
old  faculties ;  whicli  immediately  depofe  fin  from  its  dominion  over  ' 
the  loul,  and  deliver  up  the  foul  into  the  hands  and  government  of  < 
Chrift,"  to  that  ItTivcs  no  more  to  itfelf,  but  to  Cbrlft,.  Thb  b  that 
change  whereof  we  Ipeak:  And  this  change  (2.)  I  afiert  to  be  real^ 
no  fancy»  nor  delufion ;  not  a  groundlefs  /:onceit|  but  it  is  really  ex- 
iflent,  extra  mentem^  whether  you  conceit  It  or  not.     Indeed  the  blind 
world  would  perfudde  us  it  isfuppofttious  zndfantq/fic;^  and  that  there 
is  no  fuch  real  difference  betwixt  one  man  and  another  as  we  aiEna 
grace  makes.  And  hence  it  is»  that  whofoever  profefleth  it  is  prefent« 
]y  branded  for  a  fanatic ;  and  that  fcripture,  Ifa.  Ivi.  5.  "  Stand  by 
"  thyfclf,  I  am  holier  than  thou/'  &c.  clapt  in  their  teetb^  in  their 
abfurd  and  perverfe  fenfe  of  it. 

But  I  (hall  briefly  offer  thefe  feven  thmgs  to  your  confideration^ 
which  will  abundantly  evince  the  reality  of  it,  and  at  once  both  ftop 
the  flanderous  mouths  of  ignorant  men,  and  filence  thofe  atheiftical 
furiziifes,  which  at  any  time  Satan  may  inje£t  into  the  hearts  of  God's 
own  people  touching  this  mattj&r.  And  ^t^^  let  it  be  confidered^  that 
the  Spirit  of  God  hath  reprefented  to  us  this  work  of  grace  under 
fuch  names  and  notions  in  fcriptjtire,  as  if  they  had  been  choien  pur- 
pofely  to  obviate  this  calumny.  It  is  called  a  creature.  Gal.  yi.  15.  a 
tfum^  I  Pet.  ii|.'4.  a  new  birth,  John  iii.  3.  Chrift  formed  in  us,  Gal 
iv.  12.  All  which  expreis  its  reality,  and  that  it  is  not  a  conceited 
thing..  (2.)  It  appears  to  be  real  by  the  marvellous  effeAs  it  bath  up-v 
on  a  man,  turning  him  both  in  judgment,  will,  affe£^ions,  and  prac« 
tice,  quite  counter  to  what  be  was  before.  This  is  evident  in  that 
bmoiis  iaftance  of  Pau^  Gal.  L  23.  which  is  alnindantly  attefted-and 
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ftaled  ^\\xt  totilhiAt  ^iptrietace  of  all  gradoiis  fouh  that  afe  #itfteBe4 
aF  tht  troth  htrcof.     (3.)  A  divine  and  Almighty  jpoiB^er  goes  forth 

'"  to  prod'jce  afld  wbrk  it  5  and  htnct  faith  &  faid  to  be  of  Uife  bpeha- 
tfon  of  God,  Col.  ii.  1 2.  Yea,  that  the  fame  power  which  i-aifed  Je- 

.  fiis  Chrift  from  the  dead^  goes  to  the  pfoduflioA  of  it,  fiphef.  1.  I9, 
Id.  And  if ib,  hoW  much  lefs  than  blafphcitiy  is  it,  to  call  it  a  con- 
ceit or  fancy  ?  Doth  Gbd  fct  oti  work  his  infihile  power  16  beget  a 
fancy,  or  raife  an  imagination  ?  (4.^  Condeits  and  Whimfies  abound 
moft  Ih  men  of  weak  reafon  :  Chiidrtn,  and  fuch  as  are  erackt  in 
their  undcrftandings,  have  thoft  of  them :  Strength  of  reafoh  bianifhc^ 
them^  as  the  fun  doth  mifts  and  vapouts :  Bat  now  the  more  ra* 
tional  any  gracious  pcrfon  is,  by  fo  ttiuch  the  more  he  h  fixed,  fettled, 
ahd  fatisfi«d  in  the  grounds  of  rcIigroA :  T^a,  there  is  the  Wghcft 
and  pureft  reafon  \ti  religbn  i  atxl  when  this  change  i&  wrought  tip- 

^^  on  men,  it  is  carried  on  in  a  rational  way,  Ifa.  i.  18.  Johtt  x^.  ^* 
Hie  Spirit  overpowers  the  uuJerftanding  with  clear  deihonftrations, 
and  filcfttesall  objcftions,  plej^s»  and  pretences  to  the  contrary.  (5.) 
It  is  a  real  thing)  and  gracious  fouls  know  it  t6  be  lb  ^  eUe  fo  manf 
thoufands  of  the  faints  would  never  have  fuffered  fo  many  cruel  tor- 
mehts  and  miferies,  rather  than  foi-fake  afaney,  atid  fo  fare  all.  They 
have  been  fo  Well  latlsfied  of  the  reality  of  that  which  the  WoMd  calb 
a  lahc^,  that  they  have  thofctt  rather  to  cmbratc  the  ftakc  thah  deny 
it.  lie  conftancy  of  Chriftians,  ihi!leiving  to  religion,  WaS  Cotntnott 
to  a /foveri  among  xhtheathm ;  who  when  they  Would  cxj>refs  the 
greateft  difficulty,  would  fay,  <  You  mJiy  is  foon  turn  a  Chriftiart 
<  from  Chrift  as  do  it/  Surely  no  wife  mad  Would  faerifice  his  liber- 
ty, 6ltate,  life,  and  all  that  is  dear,  Ibr  a  conceit.  (6.)  hi  reality 
appears  in  its  uniformity  in  all  thofe  in  whom  it  is  wrotight  i  «« They 
.  «  have  all  obtained  like  precious  feith,''  2  Pet.  i.  1.  «  They  are  all 

-  ^  changed  into  the  fame  image,*'  2  Cor.  Hi.  18.  Three  Ihbufand 
peifons  afieded  in  one  and  the  fame  manner  isit  ond  ftrm'oh,  K(h  ii. 
37.  Could  one  and  the  fame  coticett  poflefs  them  altogether  ?  Take 
two  Chriftians  that  live  a  thoufand  mil^s  ditlant  firotn  each  other,  that 
never  heard  of  one  another,  let  thefe  perfonS  be  examined,  afld  their 
reports  compared,  and  fee  if  they  do  ftot  fubflanlially  a^ree,  aftd 
whether  as  face  anfwers  face  in.  the  Water,  fo  their  experiences  do 
not  anfwer  one  to  the  other  ?  Which  could  never  be,  if  it  were  a 
groundlefs  conceit.  (7.)  And  laftly.  It  ismanifeft  it  is  a  reality,  and 
puts  a  real  difference  betwixt  one  and  another,  becaufe'^God  carries 
himfelf  fo  differently  towards  them  after  their  cohVer(i6n  \  how  he 
fmiles,  before  he  frowned ;  now  they  are  under  the  promifcs,  before 
they  were  under  (he  threats  and  curfts ;  and  What  a  vaft  difference 
Will  he  put  betwixt  the  one  and  the  other  iA  that  great  day  i 
See  Matth.  xxv.  Surely  if  thefe  nominal  Chriftians  did  but  diffex" 
in  conceit,  not  really  front  others,  the  righteous  Judge  bf  all  the 
earth  would  not  pafs  fuch  a  diffetetit  judgment  and  dootn  upoli 
thetti. 
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Bf  all  this  you  evidently  feei  that  grace  is  a  real  changCi  and  not  a  . 
coocdted  one.  ' 

3.  We  fay  that  this  real  change  paiTes  upon  the  whole  man :  he  is 
changed  m/oidly  body^  knd pf'affice :  all  things  are  become  new',     (i.) 
This  change  appears  iu  his  foul :  l^or  by  it,  (1.)  His  underftanding  is 
ftrangely  altered,  and  receive  things  in  another  way  thin  formerly.  R 
did  look  at  Chrift  and  things  eternal  as  uncertain  and  light  matters  § 
the  things  that  are  feen  and  prefent  did  moftly  affe£l>  and  appeared, 
great  and  excellent :  It  admired  riches  and  hdnour,  while  Chrlft  and 
glory  were  overlooked  and  defpifed.     But  now  all  thefe  temporab 
are  efteemed  dung,  drofs,  vanity,  Phil.  iii.  8,  11.  Rom.  viii.  18.  And 
Jcfus  Chriftis  now  eftecmed  «« the  wifdom  and  the  powef  of  God,'*' 
I  Cor.  i.  23,  24.     It  did  look  on  the  faints  as  defpicable  perTons,  hut 
now  as  the  «<  excellent  of  the  earth,**  Pfah  xvi.  3.   Striftnefs  and  du- 
ty was  once  eftecmed  a  needlefs  thing,  but  now  the  only  thing  deii- 
rable,  Pial.  cxix.  14.     *^  Oh,  faith  the  renewed  foul,  where  were 
"  mine  eyes,  that  I  could  fee  no  more  excellency  in  Chrift,  his  ways, 
"  and  people  ?*'     (2.)  It  ftops  not  there  (as  it  doth  in  hypocrites)  but 
pafles  oh  further,  and  reduces  the  will ;  that  frrong  hold  is  takeii, 
and  delivered  up  to  Chrift,     It  did  rebel  againft  God,  and  could  nof 
be  fubje£l,  but  now  it  fubmits,  Afts  ix.  6.  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  O 
"  have  me  to  do  ?'*     In  the  day  of  Chrift V  power  he  prcfents  him-' 
felf  in  all  his  drawing  glory  and  lovelinefs  before  the  will,  and  cries' 
to  that  ftubborn  faculty,  *^.  Open  to  me,  open  to  me  j"  with  which' 
word  there  goes  forth  ah  opening  and  fubduing  power,  which  the  will 
no  fooner  ieek,  but  it  fpontaneoufly  moves  towards  him,  and  faith, 
*^  Stand  ^pen  ye  evertafting  gates,  that  the  King  of  glory  may  come  ^  . 
"  in.*'    fi(encelorth  it  votes  for  God,  fubferibes  and  fubmits  to  his  f^ 
will  as  its  only  rule  and  law  ;  and  indeed  it  becomes  the  principaT  feat'  \' 
where  grace  m^kes  its  refidence  i  and  where,  for  the  moft  part,  it  is^  ; 
more  yifible  than  ia.any  Qthef  faculty.  .  For  after  a  man  hath  fearcU* 
cd  for  it  in  all  other  faculties,  and  cannot  difcem  it,  yet  here  he  or-^ 
dlnariiy  finds  It ;  to  will  is  prefent,  Rom.  vii.  18.     (3,)  The  will 
being  thus  gained  to  Chrift,  love  comes  in  of  courfe  ;  it,  feeling  the 
power  of  grace  alfo,  prefently  changeth  its  objeft :  It  feizeth  not  fo 
greedily  on  earthly  objedh  as  before,  but  is  ftrangely  cooled  and  dead- 
ned  to  them,  by  the  appearance  of  a  far  greater  glory  in  Jefus  Chrift ; ' 
which  hath  fo  captivated  the  foul,  and  ftrongly  attrafted  their  affcc-' 
tion,  that  it  is  now  become  very  remifs  in  all  hs  actings  towards 
them;  and  often  (efpecially  at  £rft)  it  isfo  weaned  from  all  things  oh 
earth,  that  the  temptation  feems  to  lie  on  the  other  extreme,  even ' ' 
in  too  "great  pcgjj^cSt  of  our  lawful  employments  ^nd  comforts.     Now 
Jcfus  Chnft^  dant.  i.  3    his  ordinances,  Pfal.  cxix.  97.  and  his  faints, 
I  John  lii.  14.  are  the  only  delights  and  fweeteft  companions ;  he 
could  lit  from  morning  till  night,  to  hear  difcourfes  of  Chrift  his  be- 
loved, and  could  live  and  dit  ii>  the  company  of  hk  people,  whofc 
Vol.  VI.  E  , 
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company,  is  now  moft  deUghtful  and  fweet,  Pfal.  cxix.  63.  (4.)  The 
dcfircs  arc  altered,  they  pant  no  more  after  the  duft  of  the  earth,  PTal. 
hr.  6.  but  pant  for  God,  as  the  «  hart  after  the  water-brooks,"  PfaF. 
zlii-  I.  Yea,  fo  big  is  the  foul  with  them,  that  it  is  fometimes  rea- 
dy to  faint^  yea,  to  break  with  the  longing  it  hath  after  him,  Pfal. 
CXIX.  20.  (5.)  The  thonghts  arc  changed,  PHil.  cxix.  1x3.  and  the 
thoughts  of  God  arc  now  mod:  precious,  Pfal.  cxxxix.  47.  mufing 
when  alone  of  him  \,  and  in  its  ibiitudes  the  foul  entertains  itfelf  with 
a  delightful  fcafV,  which  its  thoughts  of  God  bring  in  to  refrcfh  if, 
PfaL  Ixiii.  5,  6.  (6.)  ITie  Uellgns  and  projedls  of  the  foul  are  chang- 
ed ;  all  are  now  fwallowcd  up  in  one  grand  defSgn,  even  to  approve 
himfelf  to  God,  and  be  accepted  of  him,  2  Cor.  v.  9.  anci  if  he  fail 
not  there,  it  win  not  much  trouble  him,  ^all  his  other  deiigns  ihouid 
be  da(hed.  It  were  eafy  to  inflance  in  the  reft  of  the  affeftions,  and 
ibiew  bow  grace  fpreads  and  dIfFufes  itfelf  into  them  all,  as  light  in 
the  air,  or  leaven  in  the  lump ;  but  this  may  fuHice,  to  {hew  bow  ic 
pafles  upon  the, whole  foul,  and  enters  the  feveral  faculties  and  affec- 
tions thereof. 

And  the  foul  being  thus  poflefb  for  Gocf,  the  body  with  all  its  mem^ 
bcrs  \%  confequently  refigned  up  to  him  alfo  :  For  the  will  hath  the 
empire  of  the  members  of  the  body^  as  well  as  of  the  paflions  and 
affeAions  of  the  foul.  Thefe  are  not  any  more  delivered  up  to  exe- 
cute the  Iuft&  of  Satan,  but  are  yielded  up  to  God  for  his  ends  and 
ufes,  Rom.  vL  19.  And  thus  you' have  the  third  thing  in  the  def- 
cription  made  out  alio,  that  it  is  an  nniverfal,  as  well  as  a  real  change. 
But  then, 

4..Laftly,  You  muft  know  that  by  this  change  Gckl  prepares  a 
man  for  choice  and  excellent  fervices  ;  and  this  indeed  is  the  maia 
thing  defigned  in  this  chapter,  and  is  the  reiiilt  stnd  iifue  of  all  that 
hath  hitherto  been  faid  about  this  work  of  grace. 

Beloved,  can  you  imagine  that  God  could  employ  his  infinite  and 
glorious  power  to  produce  this  new  creature  in  fuch  an  excellent  na- 
ture, it  being  the  roafter-piece  of  all  his  works  of  wonder  wrought  up- 
on man,  and  not  aim  at  fome  lingular  ufe  and  excellent  end  ?  Every 
wife  agent  defignsfome  end  \  and  what  God  aims  at  he  hath  told 
utf,  Ifai.  xfiir.  ai-  Eph.  ii.  20.  And  accordingly  he  expeRs  ffngular 
things  from  fuch  perfons,  Matth.  v.  47.  If  God  had  not  aimed  at 
fbme  new  fervice,  he  need  not  have  made  a  new  creatttre  :  the  old 
creature  was  fit  enough  for  the  old  ufe  and  fervice  it  was  employed 
in.  But  God  hath  fome  choice  fervice  to  be  done  wherein  he  will 
be  glorified.  He  will  have  his  name  glorified,  even  in  this  world,  by 
the  aAive  and  pafilve  obedience  of  hb  people.  But  this  being  far 
«bGve  all  the  power  of  nature,  God  therefore  brings  them  forth  in  a 
new  and  heavenly  nature,  endowed  with  rare,  fupernatural,  and  di- 
vine qualities,  by  which  it  is  fitted  and  excellently  prepared  for  any 
fervice  of  God,  by  doing  or  by  fufTeringi  which  before  he  had  no  fit- 
nefi  or  aUUty  fcr. 
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The  verj  make  and  confiltutlon  of  this  new  creature  fpeaks  its 
\St  and  end:  As  now,  if  a  man  look  upon  a  f«rord  or  knife^  (^>>P* 
pofing  he  had  never  fecn  either  before)  yet,  I  fay,  by  viewing  the 
fbape  and  properties  of  it,  he  will  fay,  this  was  made  to  cut.  Even 
fo  here,  this  new  creature  was  formed  for  fonie  glorious  and  fingular 
fervice  for  God,  to  which  it  b  exceedingly  advantaged,  whether  God 
pnt  you  upon  doing  or  fuffering.  If  you  aik  wherein  this  advantage 
of  the  new  creature  to  honour  God  either  way  lies  *,  I  anfwer^  it 
prindpally  confifts  in  its  heavenly  ittrlinathn^  or  natural  tendency  to 
'God.     This  is  its  great  advantage  \  for,  by  virtue  of  this^ 

I.  If  Gg3  call  a  riian  to  any  duty,  there  is  z^rhicipie  within*  clo- 
fmgjvith  thc"*4:^ffiOTjf;/ without,  and  moving  the  foul  freely  and  (]^ii-  1 
taneoufly  to  duty,  Pfal.  xxvii.  8.     If  God  fay,  Seek  myfqce^  fuch  an v^ 
heart  echoes  to  the  call,  Thyface^  Lordy  will  I/eek:  And  this  is  it 
wKTcK  w  called,  The  writing  o/God*j  law  in  the  heart f  Jen  xxxi.  33.  [ 
and  mufl  needs  be  a  mighty  advantage  ;  for  now  its  work  is  its  de« 
Tight  and  wage^^  Pfal.  xix.  1 1.     The  command  to  fuch  a  foul  is  not 
orievous,   i  John  v.  3.  and  by  this  it  is  kept  from  tiring  in  duty,  and 
being  weary  of  irs  work.  '  As  you  fee  what  pains  children  can  take 
at  play,  how  they  will  run  and  fweat,  and  endure  knocks  and  falls, 
and  take  no  notice  of  it  *,  put  them  upon  any  manual  labour,  and  thejr 
cannot  endure  half  fo  much :  When  our  work  is  our  delight,  wcne-^. 
ver  faint  nor  tire  at  it. ,  This  inclination  to  God  is  to  the  foul  as 
wings  to'a  bird,  or  fails  to  a  (hip.  This  carries  the  foul  eadly  through 
every  duty.     O  there  is  a  vaft  difference  betwixt  a  man  that  '^oorks 
fir  wages,  and  one  whofe  wort  is'  wages  to  him.  And  here  you  may  at 
once  fee  wherein  the  princijpal  difference  betwixt  the  hypocrite  and 
real  Chriflian  lies  in  the  performance  of  duty ;  and  alio  have  a  true 
account  of  the  reafon  why  one  perfeveres  in  his  work  to  the  end,  whea 
the  other  flags.     Why,  here  is  wUe  true  account  of  both  i  the  one  is 
moved  to  duty  from  a  natural  inclination  to  it,  the  other  is  forced  up- 
on it  by  (bnae  external  motives:  For  the  hypocrite  takes  not  delight 
■n  the  fpiritual  and  inward  part  of  duty,  but  is  fecrcily  weary  ot  it, 
Mai.  i.  13.  only  his  ambition  and  felf-ends  put  him  upon  it  as  a  talk.  . 
But  now  (he  upright  heart  goes  to  God  as  his  joy,  Pfal.  Ixiii.  4.  And 
faith,  "  It  is  good  for  me  to  draw  nigh  to  God,**  Pfal.  Ixxiil,  ult. 
^S*hen  the  fabbath  comes,  jfihat  gulden  f^ot  of  the  weckj^  oh  how  he 
Jongs  to^^  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  in  his  ordinances  !  PfaL-  xxvii.  4. 
And  when  engaged  in  the  worQ)ip  of  God,  he  cannot  fatisfy  himfelf 
in  hdily  ferv'ue^  or  to  ferve  God  in  the  oldnefi  of  the  letter.     He  know«    , 
cth  that  this  ferfuafion  comes  not  of  him  that  called  him^,  GaL  v.  7,  8.    ' 
He  labours  to  engage  his  heart  to  approach  to  God,  Jer.  xxx.  21- 
And  'Rence  fliofe  'mountings  of  heart  and  violent  fallies  of  the  de- 
fires  heavenward.     And  thus  yon  fee  one  rare  advantage  to  glorify 
God  aftively,  flowing  from  the  inclination  of  this  new  creature. 

2.  But  then,  fecondly^  hence  in  like  manner  hath  the  foul  as  great 
21  advantage  for  fufferings ;  for  this^  new  creature  having  fuch  a  na^ 

Digitized  b;,    '  .  ^ 


36  Pr^arations  for  Ss^sringss  w^ 

turad  tendency  to  Cod,  will  enable  the  foul  in  whicjh  it  is,  to  break  its 
Vfzf  to  Ood  through  all  the  interpofing  obdaclcs  and  difcourage- 
ments*      What   are   pcffecutions,  what  arc   reproaches,  what  are 
the  fears  and  frowns  of  enemies,  but  fo  many  blocks  thrown  in- 
to the  fouFs  way  to  keep  it  from  God  and  duty  i     And  indeed 
where  this  principle  of  grace  is  wanting,  they   prove  inacceffible 
mountains.     Grace^efs  hearts  are  ftalled,  and  quite  difcouraged  by 
them:  but  now  this  tendency  of  the  foul  to  God  enables  the  Cbri^ 
tian  to  break  his  way  through  all.     You  may  fay  of  \\m  in  fuch  a 
ca<e  as  the  hiftprian  doth  of  Hapnibal,  (who  forced  a  way  oter  the 
Alps  with  fire  and  vinegar)  either  he  will  find  a  way,  or  make  a  way  % 
*<  Shall  fword  or  famine,  or  any  other  creature  feparatc  me  from 
.  «<  Chrift  ?*  faith  an  upright  foul.     No,  it  will  make  its  way  through 
^1  to  him,  and  that  from  thl^  tendency  of  his  new  nature.     You  fee 
in  nature,  every  thing  hath  a  tendency  to  its  centre  1  fire  will  up,  dp 
what  you  can  to  fupprefs  it  \  water  will  to  the  fea  ;  if  it  meet  with 
dams,  yea,  mountains  in  its  way,  if  it  cannot  bear  them  down,  it  will 
creep  about  fbme  other  way,  and  wind  and  turn  to  find  a  paSage  to 
t5^e  fea.     God  is  the  centre  of  all  gracious  fpirits,  and  grace  will  carry 
^ .  the  foul  through  all  to  him.     This  is  grace,  and  this  is  your  advan- 
tage by  it  in  the  moft  di|Bcult  part  of  your  work.     It  will  carry  you 
through  all  \  make  the  hardeft  work  eafy  and  pleafant,  2  Cor.  xii. 
10.     And  if  great  fuffcrings  or  temptations  interpofc  betwixt  you 
wd  your  God,  it  will  break  through  all,  and  enable  you  to  with- 
ffamd  all  \  as  it  did  Paul  in  the  text,  who  forced  hi$  way  not  only 
through  the  fury  of  enemies,  but  alfo  through  the  entreaties  and  tears 
.    pffi'iends. 


CHAP.  vn. 

la  witch  the  necc/j^ty  of  getting  clear  evidences  of  this  work  of^race  in  (//, 
irT order  to  our  readimfs  for  fuffcrings  ^  is  held  for  thy  the  nature  of  that 
evidence  opened ;  and  divers  things  that  cloud  and  obfi^re  it  removed  out 
of  the  yjaj^ 

3r  HAVE  done  with  hahitual  readinefs^  confiAing  in  an  in-wrqught 
[^  work  of  gi^e.  The  following  particulars  are  the  things  in 
bich  our  aflual  readinefs  lies.  And  of  them,  that  which  comes 
next  to  be  handled,  is  the  getting  of  clear  evidence?  in  pur  own 
fouls,  that  this  work  hath  been  wrought  in  us :  this  will  exceedingly 
tend  to  your  flrengthening  and  comfort  in  a  fuffering  hour.  Blefled 
Paul,  who  here  profefleth  himfelf  ready  both  for  bonc'*s  and  death, 
was  clear  in  this  point ;  a  Tim.  1.  1 2.  and  iv.  6, 7.  And  indeed  had 
be  been  cloudy  and  4ark  in  this,  he  could  not  have  faid,  I  am  ready. 
^o,  he  had  been  in  an  ill  cafe  to  undertake  that  journey  to  Jerufa- 
|em :  and  thou  wilt  £nd  it  a  fingular  advantage  io^d^rk  and  4i&ult " 

,.:izedby  VJjC 


The  h^  Work  in  the  mrj  Tsmes.  37 

dap,  to  have  all  clear  and  right  witiii|i*    Now^  for  the  <^^iQg  «f 
this  I  will  (hew : 

I.  Wh^t  the  evidence  or  manifeftation  of  the  work  of  grgQC  U» 

IL  Hqv  it  appears  to  be  of  fuch  gi^eat  adv^w^  tp  a  CuSbriQg 
faint. 

III.  Prefcribe  fome  rules  for  the  obSaining  of  U. 

I.  What  it  is*     Andy  in  ihort»  k  is  no^hipg  eife  bpt.t^f;  Spires 
Jbining  i^on  his  own  work  in  the  hearts  (^  believer s^  the^iy^e^ingiifm  \ 
fenfiMy  to  fee  and  feel  it  to  their  own  Jattsfa&'ton^ ,   An^t  tbi^  is  ei|pr^ffi)d 
in  fcripture  under  a  pleafant  variety  of  metaphors.     Sometime  it  ii 
called  the  <<  ihedding  abroad  oi  the  Ipve  of  God  in  the  heart/'  ftom*  1 
V.  5. .    Someumes  <<  the  lifting  up  of  the  light  of  God'^  countenanqe,"  v' 
PfaL  iv.  6.  and  fometiaies  it  is  expre0cd  \v.ithQi|t.ii^opC|  by  Chrifl^s  j 
manifeJlTn^  himfelf  to  the  foul,  Johnxiv.  2j. 

For  the  opening  of  it,  I  deilre  you  wpuld  conQd^r  tbefe  fix  thiogik 

I.  That  it  is  attainable  by  believers  inihis  (ifej  and  tliat  in  a  ytetj 
high  degree  and  meafure.  Manj  of  the  faints  ^ave  had  it  io  a  Mi 
meafure,   i  Cor.  ii,  12.  John  iii.  24.  John  xxi.   15.  ^ 

'i.  Though  It  be  attainable  by  bc^eyersi  yet  k  is  a  tjbiog  iepaniUc 
from  true  grace,  and  inany  precious  fouls  have  gone  mourning  for  >5 
the  w^t  oi  it|  Ifa.  1.  jp.  /  This  was  ibmctiipps  tne  cafe  of  HemaOf 
i)avid.  Job,  and  multitudes  more. 

3 .  During  its  continuance,  k  is  the  fwecteft  thing  in  the  worlds    tt 
fivallows  i)p  alttroub)eS;L_  and  doubles  all  otb^r  coniiorts :  it  puts  more  J[ 
gladaeis  Into  the  heartj^  than  the  increafe  ef  corii  and  wine,  Pfal.  iv.  7«  / 
^udws  hdr'a^edlrevis  mora  ;  fapit  quidemfttavijftme^jedgt^fiatur  rariffime^ 
Bernard. 

4.  fioth  in  the.cpntin.uatioQ  ^4  reonQval  of  k  the  Spirit  aAs  ar3f<-> 
trartiy.  No  man  can  fay  how  long  he  ihall  walk  in  this  pleafant  light,   '; 
Pk.I.  XXX.  7.  *^By  thy  favour  thou  hail  made  my  mountain  ftaosl   ' 
"  ftrong,  thou  hideft  thy  fecc,  and  I  was  troubled."     And  when  in    ■ 
darkncls,  none  can  fay  how  long  it  will  be  e'er  ttiat  fwoet  light  break  ^ 
forth  ^ain.     God  can  fcatter  tl\e  cloud  unexpededjy  in  a  moment,   | 
Cant.'  m.  4.  <<  It  was  but  a  little  that  I  pafled  from  them,  but  I  found   ' 
<<  him  whom  my  (gul  loveth."  There  is  iUch  an  obfervable  differenco   ' 
in  David^s  fpirit  In  fome  Ffalms,   as  if  one  g^an  had  written  the 
beginning  and  another  the  end  of  them. 

5.  Though  God  can  quickly  remove  the  darknefs  and  doubts  of  a      * 
foul,  yet' ordinarily  the  faints  find  k  a  very  hard  and  difficuh  thing  to   ; 
obtain  and  preferve  the  evidences  of  their  graces.    Such  is  thedark<v 
nciij  di^dneJs,  and  deceitfulnels  of  the  heart  \  fo  much  unevennds  ^: 
and  Inconftancy  in  their  practice,  ib  many  counterfeits  of  grace^  and 
(B^ffiSijrwIIes  and  devices  of  Satan  to  rob  them  of  thpir  peace,  that 
few  (m  comparifon)  live  ii^  a  conUant  and  quiet  fruition  of  it. 

61  N<>tw]t|h^andingail  thefe  things,  which  increaic  tl^  difficulty  ; , 
^ct  God  hath  afforded  hii  pc^aple  a  lijtrc  light,  and  lufficient  means,  -»  - 
m  the  diiig^eiit  ufc  of  imprpvemeiu  whereof  th^y  maj  attain  ^  certainty . 
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38  •    Prrparaihns  for  Suffleringsj  or^ 

^  of  the  work  of  grace  mtheorw    And  there,  is  a  threefold.  Egbt  b^ 
U^  ^  which  it  may  mofl  clearly  and  infallibly  be  dilcovered. 

1.  Scripture- light,  which  is  able  to  difirover  the  fccrets  of  a  man's 
, '  jheart  to  him  (  and  is  therefore  compared  to  the  AnatomfzeysTcnife, 
j     Heb.  IV.  12. 

2.  The  innate  li^t  of  grace  itfelf ;  or,  ifjou  will,  theUght  of 
t   €xp«:ience,  i  John  ▼.  lo.     It  hath  romc  properties' andopcrations 

.  ^.  wnicH'arc  as  eflentlal,  neceflary,  and  infcparabic,"  as  heat  Is  to^^the 
^  fire,  and  may  beasfenfiWy  felt  and  perceived' by^  the  foul,  P/alna 

I     <X»X.  20. 

3V  The  light  of  the  Spirit,  fuperaddcd  to  both  the  former,  which 

^    IS  fomctimes  called  its.  tarnejt^  fometimes  its  Teah    The  Spirit  doth 

VBi  J^nt  the  hohitSy  excite  and  draw  forth  the  ^i$/,  and  tI^q  JEtne 

upon  his  own  work>  that  the  foul  may  fee  it;  and  that  fometimes 

4d{K  luch  a  degree  of  light  as  only  begets  peace,  and  quiets  the  heart, 

though  it  do  not  fully  conquer  all  the  doubts  of  it.     And  at  other 

times  the  heart  is  irradiated  with  fo  clear  a  beam  of  light,  that  it  is 

able  to  draw  forth  a  triumphant  conclufion,  and  lay.  Now  I  know* 

^    tEc  things  that  are  freely  given  me  of  God :  I  believe,  and  am  fore^' 

''And  fo  much  briefly  for  the  opening  of  the  nature  of  this  evidence. 

il.  I  fkall  fliew  you  the  advantage  of  it  to  a  fuflFermg  faint  In  order 

to  the  right  management  of  a  fuffering  condition. 

And  this  wiil  appear  by  the  conlideration  of  five  things. 

1.  You  will  readily  grant,  that  the  Chriftian's  love  to  God  hath 
a  michty  influence  into  all  his  fuffering  for  God.'  This  grace  oilove 

i    enables  hifti  'Vi£torioufly  to  bre'ak  through  all  difBcuIties  and  dif- 

'    couragements.     «  The  floods,  cannot  drown  it,  nor  the  waters  quench 

«^  it,"  Cant.  viii.  6,  7.     It  'facilitates  the  greateft  hardfliips,  i  Joha 

;    ▼•  3.     And  whatever  a  man  fuffers,  if  it  be  not  from  this  principle, 

^'  it  is  neither  acceptable  to  God,  nor  available  to  himfelf,  i  Cor.  xili.  3. 

But  now  nothing  more  inflames  and  quickens  the  Chrif^ian's  love 

to  God,  than  the  knowledge  of  his  intereft  in  him,  and  the  fen(ible 

perception  and  tade  of  his  love  to  the  foul.     Our  love  to  God  is  but 

a  reflefHon  of  his  own  love;  and  the  more  powerful  the  Aroke  of  the 

dkeA  beam  is,  the  more  is  that  of  the  reflex  beam  alfo.     Nevcfr  doth 

^t^  flame  of  Jah  bum  with  a  more  vehement  heat,  than  when  the 

foul  hath  the  mofl  clear  manifeflations  of  its  interefl  in  Chrifl  and  his 

benefits,  Luke  vii.  47. 

2.  It  mufl  needs  be  of  Angular  tjfe  to  a  fofiering  faint,  becaufe  it 
takes  out  the  iinkii!g  weight  of  affliAion.  That  which  finks  and  breaks 
the  fpiric,  is  the  conjupdlion  and  meeting  of  inward  and  outward 
troubles  together;  then  if  the  Lord  do  not  flrangely  and  extraordi> 

i  oarily  fupport  the  foul,  it  is  wreckt  and  overwhelmed,  as  the  Ihip  in 
which  Paul  failed  was,  when  it  fell  into  a  place  where  two  feas  met» 
AAs  xxvii.  41.  O  ho^  tempefluous  a  (ea  doth  that  foul  fall  in,  thac 
hath  fightings  without^  and  fears  nvithtn  /  how  rauft  that  poor  ChriC- 
tian^s  heart  tremble  and  meditate  terror,  that  when-be  re^res  from 
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troubles  withouf,  for  fome  comfort  and  fupport  within^  (hall  find  a    t 
h^  addition  to  his  troubles  firom  whence  he  expefted  relief  againd  ,' ^ 
rhem  I  jience  it  was  that  Jeremiah  fo  eariieftly  deprecates  fuch  a  mifcry,    - 

"  Be  not  thou  a  terror  to  me,  thou  art  my  hope  in  the  day  of  evil,** 
Jer.  xvii.  1 7.  This  is  prevented  by  this  means :  if  a  man  have  a  clear 
breafr,  and  all  be  quiet  within,  he  is  like  one  that  hath  a  good  roof 
over  his  head  when  the  fiorm  falls.  "  We  glory  in  tribulationj  be- 
"  caufe  the  love  of  God  is  flied  abroad  m  our  hearts,**  Rom,  v.  3,  j.    ' 

3.  It  Is  a  fountain  of  joy  and  comfort  in  the  darkeft  and  faddeft: ' 
liour.  Hence  the  glorious  triumphs  of  faints  in  their  affliilions,  Rom. "    ' 
V.  5.  And  in  the  Chriftian^s  joy  in  the  Lord,  lies  much  of  his  ftreogtht 
for  fofierings,  Neh*  vHL  i  o*  If  once  the  fpirit  droops  and  finks^  the 
man  is  in  a  bad  cafe  to  fuffer :  Holy  joy,  is  the  oil  that  makes  the 
chariot-wheels  of  the  ibul  free  to  follow  the  Lord,  Non  tardai  unEla 
rAa.   To  fuflcr  with  joyfiilnefs  for  Chrift  is  a  qualification  that  God^s ' 
eve  is  inocb  apon  in  his  fuffering  fervants.  Col.  1,11.     How  did  the  ' 
famous  wcnrthies  that  went  before  us  magnify  Chrift,  and  glorify 
religioQ  by  the  holy  triuii^hs  of  their  faith  and  joy  under  tribulation  f  ' 
one  kdfi^d  the  apparitor  that  brought  htm  news  of  his  condemnation^ 
and  was  like  a  man  traniported  with  an  excefs  of  joy :  Another  upon ' 
the  pronomidng  of  the  fentence  kneels  down,  and  with  hands  and 
eves  lifted  up,  folemnly  bleiles  God  for  fuch  a  day  as  that.     Oh  how^ 
is  Chrift  magnified  by  this  I  and  this  cannot  be  until  intereft  be  clear- 
ed.   It  is  true,  thcfoitb  of  recumbency  gives  the  foul  a  fecret  fupport, 
and  cnaEles  the  Chirmian  to  five  ;  but  thejatth  of  evidence  keeps  him 
/;:./;',  an  J  prevents  'alTtTiofe  VncomfortaBic  andf  uncomely  finkings     ^ 
^nd  defponaencies  of  fj)irit,  2  Cor.  iv.  16,  17.  and  therefore  cannot 
bnt  be  of  a  fingular  ufe  to  a  foul  at  fuch  a  time. 

4.  Ahdriafityj^  It  is  of  ipecial  ufe  to  a  Chriftian  under  fuficrings,  . 
:nArmach  as  it  enables  him  to  repel  the  temptations  that  attend  upon  * 
iafferings.  Nothing  fcts  a  keener  edge  .upon  his  indignation  againft 
unworthy  complfances,  than  this.  Indeed  a  poor  cloudy  and  dubious 
Chrlfltan  will  be  apt  to  catch  at  deliverance,  though  upon  terms  di{l 
lionourable  tc  Chrift ;  but  he  that  is  clear  in  point  of  intereft,  abhors 
compofitions  and  capitulations  upon  unworthy  terms  and  conditions*, 
Hcb.  xH  35.  and  x.  34.  He  that  fees  the  gain  and  reward  of  fuffer- 
ing, will  tlunk  he  is  offered  to  hb  lofs,  when  Ufe  and  deliverance  are 
iet  before  him  upon  fuch  hard  terms  as  fin  is. 

And  thus  yon  fee  what  influence  it  hath  into  a  fuffering  condi- 
tion. 

III.  Id  the  next  place  I  promifed  to  prcfcribe  fome  rules  for  the 
staining  of  this  evidence,  and  the  dtfpelling  of  thofe  doubts  by  which 
it  is  ufually  clouded  in  the  fouls  of  believers.  And  oh,  that  by  the 
faithful  uie  of  them  you  may  attain  it,  againft  a  fuffering  day  come 
cpon  you. 

1.  RuU,  And  the  firft  rule  I  fhall  give  you  is  this,  make  it  your 
biuads  to  improve  grace  more  v  for  the  more  vigorous  it  is^  the  more 
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i|6  'Preparations  for  SuJ^erings  :  or^ 

eviJentlatit  thali  lieeds  be,  2  Pet.  i,  5,  6,  7,  8, 9,  10,  11.  Oh.  hem 
tnuch  time  have  many  Chri  ft  ians  (pent  m  inguiringafter  tfie  lowcjft 
;  I  fignFof  Gricerlty,  and  what  may  confift  with  grace?  ViThich  had  they 
*»  ;  fpefnrTn'thVHIIigcnt  Improvement  of  the  means  of  grace,  for  the  in- 
.  j  crtidhg  oFTt,  they  woull  have  found  it  a  fhorter.  cut  to  peace  and  ' 
1    '  comfort  Sy.j[^ucli. 

"^r  ^u/e.  Miftake  not  t}ie  rule  by  which  you  arc. to  try  yourfclvcsy 
kli  you  give  a  falfe  judgment  upon  yourfelvcs.     Some  arc  apt  to 
j     I  nfake  fKoic  things  figns  of  graicc,  which  are  not ;  and  when  the  falfe«* 
I     I  Bdl%  of  them  is  dete£led,  how  is  that  goor  foul  plunged  into  doubts 
'     '  ahd  fears,  that  leaned  upon  them  ?  As  now,  if  a  man  ffiouKl  con- 
^       dude  liis  finQ^rity  fro Qi.Jbis  diligence  in  attending  on  the  word  prcach- 
cS";  "tKlsTs  but  ^  paralcj^'mf  (as  the  apoftle  calls  it,)  Jam.  i.  22.    By 
wW'cK'a*"rhah  deceivetli  his  own  (o\\\:  For  that  which  is  a  note  or  mark, 
nniu'ft  be  proper"  to  the  tLfng  notified,  and  not  common  to  any  thing 
clfe.     There  are  divers  forts  of  marks  ;  fome  are  exclujivif  the  princi- 
pai  ufe^^of  which  Is  {.q  cpnyince.boKl  prctend'ersj  arid  difcovcr  hypo- 
crites ;  fuch  is  that,  1  Cor.  ix*  9.     It  is  a  moll  certain  fign  wliere  thefe 
arc,  "iFere  is  no  grace  j  but  yet  it  will  not^  follow  on  the  contrary, 
th^Wh^'C  thefe, are  hot,  there  is  no  grace,     flee  Luke  xviil.   n. 
Others  are  inclujlve^  the  ufe  of  which  is  not  {o  much  for  trying  of  the 
trixth,  as  thc'flrength'  and  degrees  of  grace.     As  now^  when  faith  is 
dcfc'rib'ed  by  the  radmnn  of  it^  or  by  fome  of  its  heroic  acts,  anil  pro-- 
iHifes  made  to  fome  railed  clegrces  and  operations  of  it }  as  that,  Epii. 
iiT^ii.'  Sec.'  here  a  miftake  is  eafiTy  made.     Befides  •thefe,  or  rather 
I     betwixt  thefe,  are  another  fort  of  marks,  which  are  called  pofitive 
marks ;  and  thefe  agreeing  in  ^he  loweft  degree  of  grace,  arc  for  the 
;     trial  of  the  truth^and  fincerity  ofTt. .'  Such  arc  thefe,  i  John  iV.  13. 
I  John  ii.  3.  Matth,  v.  %.     Be  fure  to  try  by  a  proper  mark. 
/         3.  Rule,  Take  heed  of  fuch  fins  as  violate  and  wafte  the  confcience} 
:  for  thefe  will  quickly  raile  a  miftiand  involve  the  fotil  in  clouds  and 
dafkne^,  Pfal.  Ii.  8.  &c<  Such  are  fins  againft  light,  and  the  reclaina«> 
tions  of  corilcience.  , 

,4.  i!!i//f.  Labour  to  flmn  thofc  common  mifVakes  that  Chriftiand 
make  in  judging  of  their  flate  \  among  which  I  fhail  feicA  thefe  five 
as  principal  ones. 

I.  Call  not  your  condition  into  queflion  upon  every  failing  and  in-» 

voluntary  lapfc  into  fin.-    "  Ini<}uities  prevail  againft  me,  as  for  our 

•'  tranfgrefSons,  thou  fhalt  purge  them  away,**  Pfal.  Ixv.  3.  In  fli'ort^ 

;   thou  needeft  not  call  thy  condition  into  queftion,  provided  thou  find 

thy  fpirit  working  as  Paul's  did  under  the  furprizals  of  temptation  : 

'    viz.  If,  (l.)  Thou  do  approve  of  and  delight  in  the  law,  though  thou 

fell  fhort  of  it  in  thy  praftice,  Rom.  vii.  i2,  14.  (a  )  If  thy  failings 

be  involuntary,  and  againft  the'  refoiutioil  and  bent  of  thy  foul,  ver* 

25,  18,  19.     (3O  I^  it  ^^  ^^  load  and  Burden  of  thy  foul,ver.  24. 

(4  )  If  the  thoughts  of  deliverance  comfort  thee,  ver.  25. 

.  .^   ^r  Queflion  not  the  truth  of  thy  gracci  bccaufe  it  was  not  wrought 
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fi^  hefi  Vteii  in  tk  ivofj  fimiii  4t 

In  the  (arnc  way  and  manner  in  the^,  as  in  dthers :  J^or  ihcrc  li  a  F^^  t 
variety,  as  to  the  circiimftancci  of  time  and  mdntier^  btftwixt  the  SpiritV  , 
epcrat^ns  upon  dric  andamot^^  Comgare^^he  hiftory  otVztSl'i  i 
cSnvcrBSPwJtKTK^^  ^tiift^  1t)»^ 

vafffltxprjCMxnjpffVnrf^^ 

3.  Conclude  nof  that  Tdii Jiave  rto  ^fac ji_be^aiife  yclu  feel  not  thofe 
trar>fports  and  ravifbmg  joys  that  other  Chfiftiansi  fpealt  ot    Ifthotf  J  j 
canJt  nor?airasT?au^  Gdtt,  if  thoti  cah A  ]  7 
but  breatBe  forth  fucB  tanguage  ^s_that/MarETi/  2^7  "Xbrd,  1  be-  /  I 
lievc, Bely thou  my  unBefief-^        '"                   ■  ■■  y-^^ 

4.  Say  not  tliounaff  ncTgface,  bccntufb  of  thtf  higti  attainriicntt  of 
(ome  hypocrites,  who  in  lonae  things  rfiay  excel  th^e.     When Jbnic'   1 
per(onsi^ad_the_fixt^  tlie^  art  ftartled  Id  / 
fee  to  what  ajglbrious  hcighFtSeTiypocrite  may  foar  \  tiai  confideririg  •' 
tbat  there  are  tficfe^ee' things  whereiri  they  exc'el  the  mdft  glorioiS 
hypcycrlfem'tKc  wqrldr  |i'.)  That  felf "was  iievcr  dethroned  in  hypo-  d- 
crites,  as^it  iTirt  themi..  All  that  an  hypo'criti  cfoth  is  for  himfclf- 
(l.)  The  "hypocrite  n^ycfr  hated  every  fin,  as  h6  doth}  biit  bath  ftilf  • 
ibmc  Agag,'  RTmmon,  oJnO^                      That  thtf  hypocrite  flevdc' 
acted  iri  Jutyjxiirn  tlie  Kent  _and  inclination  of  a  n*6«fr  nature*,  taking  | 
delight  xn  heavenly  eroplojment,  but  is  moved  father  as  a  dock  by  thd 
Weight  &nd  poifes  oTTome  external  motives  and  advantages* 

j."  Conclude  not  jbuKave'^ no  grace,  becaufe  you  gi'ow  not  (o  fen- 
fibly  as  (omejotherjChn^  Tou  niay.be  divers  ways  mFftakeilf    , 

aBbui  tKis.^  Jji .}  f  qu  may  meafurc  yotST growth  by  your  defires,  anrf    ' 
HidTit  "appears  nothing  j  for  the  Chriftian  aims  high,  arid  graifps  at 
all.     (l.J  Or  by  comparing  yourfelves  with  fuch  sis  hate  larger'  cap*? 
cities,  tvmCi  and  advantages  than  von.     (3.)  Of  by  comparing  yduf  0 
graces  with  other  men*s  gifts,  which  yoU  mif!aKe  for  their  gi^ces.   ; 
[4.)  Ofrl)y  thinking,  that  all  growth  is  upward  in  joy,  peace,  ind  cdrti-   | 
lorT;  whcrcis  you  may  grow  in  mortification  and  humiTity,  whJcTli  b   j 
aTtFue  ^^S^fSf^  as  the  former.  \^  Oh  f  take  heed  of  thefc  miftak^sj  J 
theyTi5?ebeen  vcryprejiidicial  to  tfic  peace  of  mahy  Chriftiaffv?-  • 

5.  Kid/e*  Laffly,  I/ecline  not  fufFerinas  when  Ood  gives  you  af  fklf 

call  to  them.     Uh!  tfie  Chriffiari's  fuffering  time  is  commotiiy  hte    \ 

deaf  eft  and  moff  ccmfortable  time*     «  Then  thef  Spirit  oY  God  Ttad    ' 


glorf  reffetH  on  tliVm/^^^^r^  147"  That  which  hath  been  id 

fufp^nce  Ibr  iome  yeairsi  is  decided  and  cleared  in  a  fuflFering  hdtif'.     ' 
A^dthus  I  have  ftewe  J  you  how  to  attain  this  necejary  qualification  aifi* 

CHAP.   VHL 
Difiovering  the  ntcfj^tj  of  an  imprtHted  faitS  for  the  right  fhaftagi^ 
ment  of  fuffitringSy  and  dkfBlihg  to  Jofng  J^ectal  means  for  tb*  infi^ 
pti/ts€mfnt  thitetf* 

nr^HE  next  tbin^  conducing  to  our  aftual  rcadinefs  for  fufleffeg*; 
I  is  {KeTmproverncnV  of  j&ith  to  fome  coiiflderable  degree  of 
Vol.  VI. 'No,  49.  F 
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firength.  This  is  the  grace  that  muft  do  the  main  fervice  in  fucb  zn 
,'Bour^  and  hath  the  principal  hand  in  fupporting  the  Chriftian  under 
^rjj^"^-^^""  '^^^^  '*  *^^  grace  that  crowns  onr  heads  with  viftorjr 
nTthlTday  of  battle,  Eph.  vi.  16.  "  Above  all  taking  the  fliield  of 
;  «  faith/*  It  is  trne  every  grace  is  of  ufc,  and  contributes  afiiftance  i 
\  Suffering  faints  have T)een  beholding  to  them  all.  Butof  this  we  may 
i  ia7>as  dolomon  of  the  virtuous  woman  •,  "  Though  manv  graces  have 
I  *«  done  excellentlyy  yet  this  excels  them  all.**^  .  fii  this  grace  Paul 

J<  was  very  eminent ;  it  was  the  life  he  daily  lived,  Gal.  ii.  20.  Oh  1 
it  ts J  precious  grace,  2  Pet.  i.  i.  So  precious^  that  Chrift,  who  fel- 
fjom  aJmired  any  thing,  yet  wondered  at  this,  Matth.  viiL  i6.  A. 
Viftorious  grace  it  is  that  overcomes  aH  difficu hies,  Mark  ix.  23*  3y 
tBs  Tword  it  was  that  all  thofe  famous  ieroes  Helx  xi.  atchieved  all 
thofe  gfeHous  conquefts  ;  and  in  every  diArefs  it  may  fay  to  the  foul,  as 

:*   Chrift  to  the  tiifciples,  John  xv.  5.  «*  Without  me  ye  can  do  no- 

"  «  i^^i^g-*'  _  This  is  that  fword  that  hath  obtained  To  many  viAories 
over  the  world,  i  John  v.  4.  And  that  trufky  Jhield  that  Hath 
quenched  ib  many  deadly  darts  of  temptaition,  which  have  been  level- 
led at  the  very  heart  of  a  Chriftian  in  the  day  of  battle.  By  it  a 
CErHfiah  lives,  when  all  outward,  fenfible  comforts  die,  Hab.  ii.  4.  It 
'  is  the  ground  upon  which  the  Chriftian  fixes  his  foot,  and  neve^  fails 
under  him,  .2  Cor.  i.  24.  The  neceflity  of  it  will  more  clearly  appear^ 
by  confidering  how  many  ways  it  relieves  the  foul  in  trouble,  and  dis- 
burdens the  hea  A  of  all  its  finking  loads  and  prefliires:  There  are 
two  things  that  fink  a  man's  fpirit  when  under  fuffcrings  ;  viz.  The 

('    greatnefj  of  the  troubles,  and  the  weaine/s  of  the  foul  to  bear  them  ^ 
againft  both  which  faith  relieves  the  foul,  viz.  by  making  a  v/ea':  foul 
Jrong^  and  heavy  troubles  light. 

Firjl^  It  makes  a  weak  foul  ftrong  and  able  to  bear ;  and  tbb  it 
dpth  divers  ways- 

By  purging  out  of  the  foul  thofe  enfeebling  and  weakening  dii^^ 
tempers  )  not  only  guilt  in  general,  which  is  to  the  foul  as  a  wound 
upon 'the  bearing  (boulder,  Rom.  v.  1.    The  removal  whereof  en* 
a^les  the  foul  to  bear  any  other  burden,  Ifa.  xxxiii.  24.     But  it  alfo 

'  removes  fiar^  that  tyrant  {>aflion,  that  cuts  the  nerves  of  the  (buL 
Vorzs  faith  comes  in,  to  fear  goes  out :  Look  in  what  degree  the  fear 
of  Godfs  afcendant  in  the  foul,  proportionably\he  finfut  fear  of  the 
creature  declines  and  vaniflieth,  Ha.  vtii.  12,  13.  This  fear  extin- 
guifEes  that,  as  the  fun-Qiine  puts  out  fire,  «  The  righteous  is  bold  as 
«*  a  lion,**  Prov.  xxviii.  i.  The  word  V»^aa  fignifies  a  yoimg  lioA  in 
his  hot  blood,  that  knows  no  luch  thing  -as  fear ;  And  look,  how 
much  of  the  foul  is  empty  of  faith,  ib  much  it  is  filed  with  fear: 
f«  Why  are  ye  fearful,  O  ye  of  little  faith  T  Matth.  viii.  26.  Cciv 
tainly,  it  is  a  rare  advantage,  to  be  freed  from  the  common  di/lra^ionp 
in  times  oT  common  de/lruBion ;  and  this  advantage  the  foul  hath  b^ 
fsuA* 
^  2.  It  ffarengthens  the  foul  to  bear  affli£lions  and  hardflups^  not 
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only  by  purging  out  hs  weakning  diftempers^  but  by  tumiiig  itlclf  to 
CHriffi  in  whom  all  its  (Irength  lies ;  and  that  fuitably  to  the  feveral 
c^^endes  of  the  foul  in  all  its  di&eiles.     Doth  darknefs,  like  the 
ihaaofr'of  *^deatH/overlprcad  the  eartlit  and  all  the  lights  of  earthly 
comforts  difappear  ?  then  faith _fappprts  the  heart  by  looking  totbe    / 
LcnxLMicah  vii.  7.    And  this  look  of  faith  exceedingly  revives  the    f 
heartTTfalm  xxxiv.  5.  an3  enlightens  the  foul.  .  Dotb  God  pluck' / 
away  a1T  edrtlily  props  from  under  your  feet)  and  leave  you  nothing 
vIBble  to  reft  upon  ?  in  that  exigence  faith  puts  forth  a  iiiitable  a£^ 
VIZ.  Reflin^  or  paying  upon  God^  Ifa.  xxvi.  3.  and  by  this  the  foul     ' 
comes  to  be  quieted  anci  eftablifbed,  PfaL  cxxv.  i.     Do  temptations 
firiVe  to  put  o7the  foul  from  Chdft,  and  difconrage  it  from  leaning 
upon  the  promiie  ?  Then  it  puts  forth  an  aB  of  refolutiony  Job  xni.  15. 
And  to  breaks  its  way  through  that  difcouragement ;  or  luth  the  foul 
been  long  foeUng^  God  for  deliverance  out  of  trouble,  and  ftiU  there   , 
is  fiTence  iiTEcaven,  no  anfwer  comes ;  but  inftead  of  an  anfwer  comes    ; 
a  temptation  J  to  throw  up  the  duty,  and  feek  to  deliver  ttfelf  ?  Then  A 
faith  £uts  forth  another  a£l  upon  Chrift,  fuitable  to  this  diftrefs,  viz.   ,  ^ 
j&'iSf  of\vaitikg^  Ifa.  xlix.  23.  which  waiting  is  oppofed  to  tbat^/v- 
JSni^e  yiKich.  toe  (bul  is  tempted  to,  Ifa,  xxviii.  16.     Or  doth  God 
at  anjr  jime  call  the  foul  forth  to  fome  difficult  fervice,  againft  which 
the  fle(b^and  carnal  reafon  difpute  and  plead  ?  Now  faith  helps  tbe^ 
foul,  ^putting  forth  an  oB  rf  obedience  ;  and  that  whilft  carnal  rea« 
fon  ftands  by  diHatlsfied;  Gal.  i.  16.     And  hence  it  is,  that  obedi- 
ence carries  the  name  of  faith  upon  it  to  ihew  its  defceht,  Rom.  xvL 
iXi:     Frth'~encourages  the  foul  to  obey,  not  only  by  urging  God*i 
commafid^  but  by  giving  it  God's  ijparrant  for  its  indemnity,  Heb.  xi* 
^^r^Sy  26.'  "Or  doth  a  poor  believer  find  himfelf  overmatched  by 
troubles  and  temptations,  and  his  own  inherent  firength"^  begin  to 
fair  under  the  burden  ?  Then  faith  leads  him  to  an  omnipotent  God, 
and  fo  fecures  him  from  fainting  under  his  trouble,  Pfal.  Ixi.  2.     In 
tEeLord'B  everlafting  /Irength.     E/  Shaddai  is  a  name  of  encourage-  ^    . 
ment  to  a  feeble  foul,  Ifa.  xL  29,  30,  3 1.     And  thus  you  fee  the  firft 
particular  made  good,"^viz.  What  a  ftrengthening  influence  it  bath 
upon  a  weak  foul. 

ISeFondiy^  In  the  next  place  let  us  fee  how  it  lighttm  the  CSiriftian^t 
burdens,  as  well  2&Jirengthms  his  back  to  bear. 

And  certainly,  this  grace  of  fjlth  doth  ftrangely  alter  the  very  na* 
tnre  of  fuflerings,  taking  away  both  the  heavinefs  and  horror  of  them  ; 
and  this  it  doth  divers  ways : 

I.  By  committing  the  bufinefs  to  Chrift,  and  leaving  the  matter 
with  him ;  and  fo  quitting  the  foul  of  all  thefe  anxieties  and  perturba- 
^(ms,  which  are  the  very  burden  and  weight  of  afili^tion,  Pfal.  xxxvii. 
5.  For  certahily  that  which  finks  us  in  days  of  trouble,  is  rather 
firom  within,  firom  our  unruly,  feditious,  and  clamorous  thoughts, 
than  firom  the  troubles  themfelves  with  which  we  conflift :  But  by 
committing  the  matter  to  God,  the  foul  is  quickly  brought  to  reft. 
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2.  By  difcoirering  puich  pr^fent  good  in  opr  troubles  ^  thd  iporf 
good  faith  difcovers  in  z  troublc»  the  more  fupportable  ^nd  eafy  if 
m^kcs  it  to  the  foul.  Now  fjiith  brings  in  ^  comfortable  report^  tha( 
thef  are  not  Qnly  evU^t  9s  the  troubles  ol  the  wicked  ar^i  J^sek*  vii.  c« 
but  have  gn.aUay  W  mixture  of.mucb  good,-  I|jeb«  luL  ip.  I^, 
xxvii.  9. 

3*  By  forefeeing  the  end  and  final  removal  of  theoii  ^4  ^hat  ne^ 

* '  fit  hand,  2  Cpr.  iv.  1 7.    That  which  4siunt$  and  ama^^e^  men  in  tirpe3 

pf  trouble  if,  that  they  can  fee  no  end  of  them-     Hence  the  heart 

faints,  and  hands  hang  dowp  through  diicpuragement :  I^ut  npvr  faiti) 

,  brings  the  joyfpl  tilings  of  the  end  of  troubles }  and  faith  to  %\ic  (mU 

.    f*  Why  art  thpu  caft  down,  D  my  fopl  i  and  why  fo  dif^jetccj  and 

')   f<  dUcour^isd  wlt!\ii)  gi c  ?  ^s  if  thy  (p^ings  were  li}te  the  fvifer 

f<  ihgs'of  the  (^afified^  endlcft  and  pverlafting^  whereas  they  are  bi4t 

,    f<  for  a 'moment^  yet  a  little  while,  ^  very  }ittle  while,  ^pd  fee  that 

j    f<  fliall  comcj  yiU  cimfi,  and  wiU  not  tarry,"  p^b.  *.  37.     Y^f  |^ 

little  while,  and  thep  thp  days  of  thy  mourning  Q^all  be  pyer. 

4.  By  comparing  our  iuSenngs  with  the  fu Serines  of  others, 
which  exceedingly  4i^minilbe;h  ^"d  (brinks  jthei^i  up  \  fometiincs  the 

I  believer  compares  \ik  fuSerings  with^(^hriil'||  fmd  then  he  is  a&apied 
that  ever  he  ihould  pptapUin  and  df  pop  upder  tfiem.  Qh !  fai(b  he, 
what  is  that  lo  that  which  (be  (lOrd  Jefi^s  fpQ^ed  &)r  me  ?  |le  fufr 
feeed  in  all  his  members^  head,  hai^ds,  Qde,  |eet^  from  ^\\  bauds ^  friondf 
and  eiieaiiesi  in  all  his  offices ;  yea,  in  his  foul,  as  well  %s  in  his  bo^y : 
And  indeed  the  ful^eringsof  bis  foul  were  the  very  foul  nf  his  fiifier- 
ings;  Sometimes  be  compares  them  with  the  fufierings  of  pthers  of 
the  faints,  in  former  ag(»:  Whenhe*reads  in  f4ith  the  hiftory  of 
their  pcrfecutions,  be  is  ihai^cd  o^  of  bis  compl?ipts,  and  fai|h« 
f  Am  i  better  tha9  my  father^  r*  Sometimes  he  compares  thecal 
irith  the  fuSerings  pf  the  damned  :  <  O  what  is  this  tq  everl^rding 
4  burnings !  What  is  a  prifon  to  hell  ?  ^ow  light  and  eafy  is  it  tp 
(  fuflfer  for  Chrift,  in  coo^parifpn  of  thof^  fuSerings  which  arc  from 
%  Chrift  I  And  thu^  th^  foi^l  i&  ^uie(ed,  and  the  termor  of  fi^Seripg^ 
nbated- 

5.  Faith  entitles  Chrift  to  the  believer's  fuffitrings,  and  puts  th^ni 
upon  hjs  f^ore  \  a^d  fp  it  exce^d^igly  transforms  and  alters  them : 
Ah !  it  is  no  imall  relief  when  a  man  can  hold  up  the  l^ible,  as  that 
mor/^r  did  at  the  (^ake,  and  fay,  <  '["bis  is  that  which  hath  brought 
f  me  hither  :*  Or  as  the  f  falrni(l ;  m  For  thy  fake  we  are  IpUed  all 
<<  the  day  long  :''  Or  a^  the  ape  Ale,  Col.  L  24,  « 1  fill  up  that  which 
f ^  is  behind  of  the  fufieriqgs  of  Chrift  in  fny  fieih-" 

6.  LaAiy,  Fajth  eugagejs  the  prefence  pf  God,  tn  \)e  and  abide  wjitb 
}he  finil  in  all  its  Iblitqdes  and  fufi^ings ;  It  l^ys  hol4  upon  tbc  p^p-« 

'    mfes  made  to  that  purpofe,  Pfalm  xxiii.  2.  Ifa.  i^liii.  2.  fie^.  xiii.  5. 
lobn  iiv.  1 8.     Aft4  vbUft  ai  popr  foul  ejyoy^  ti^i^  (hf  very  f?nfe  pf 
'    Ivpufato  is  fwftllpw^d  ig>. 

Aa4  tlm  (  kA^e  gi^»  ji^ms  briff  lupts  hpw  C^  ?e^e^es  ^^ 
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(Irtngtbens  tJbc  foul  io  a  fuflfertQg  hour ;  The  ntM  ^bing  is  to  dirt^ 
you  how  to  improTe  this  excellent  graces  tbat.it  may  do  you  Aich  fei^ 
vice  as  this  in  a  time  of  need  :  Anuj  in  order  thereuntoj  I  fiu)!  gjiv^ 
you  thefe  fcvtn  direAion^. 
I.  Attend  diligently  upon  the  miniftration£fthc^9ij^^^yb^  i^  ^ 
tl>c  procrcant,"tealfo^'t7^e  conrerfi^ia^  a  Pcul 


notooWtJ^ 

'£  z.  ~^Tli€rS^rhif  offaii^  IS  the  foo'J  and  nutriment  pf  thij  pro^f  ^^ 
faitk :  There  are  lis  rules;  its  encouragement^,  its  (;ordials ;  T|^ep<sf  i 
ftith  tsikc§  and  treasures  up  its  micbtams^  to  which  i^  hath  rc^ourft  \^  ^ 
times  of  need:  Eycrj  aitriiulff  ^ommandp  or  frotnife  thu  ihioes  fortk 
therci  is  a  difli  for  taith  to  feed  on ;  but  all  together  ^ve  d  royal  f(pafl^ 
Pfalm  Ixiii.  5.  Some  fay  the  land  of  Judea  is  called  ^<  thf  land  of 
«  the  ^ving/'  in  Pfalm  3(xvii.  13,  in  refpeA  of  tht  ordinaQcet  ot 
God  which  th<|t  people  enjoyed.  Certain  it  i^*  they  are  (he  great  iar 
flrumeats  of  quickening  fouls  at  firft'»  arid  preferving  that  life  it  i^ 
begat  in  them :  But  then  be  fure  they  have  ChritVs  (lamp  upon  thetOy 
and  that  they  b$  minidered  by  his  own  officers,  and  in  his  owo  «ay  £ 
And  Co  you  may  reafoniibly  cxpe^  more  fruits  and  influence^  frooa 
them  than  from  all  private  gifts  and  helps  io  the  world :  <<  For  tbt 
"  Lord  loveth  the  ^ates  of  Zion  more  than  all  the  dwelUxigs  of  Ja^ 
<<  cob,''  Pfalm  Ixxsvii.  2-  And  all  private  helps  may  fay^  ia  ipompar 
rifonof  Chrift's  public  ordinances,  as  Gideon  faid  to  the  men  of  &r 
phraimy  Ji^dgcs  viii«  Z*  <<  Wh4t  b^ve  we  done  in  compariioo  of  jroa?'' 

^.  Ir^ove  well  your  facrament  feafonS|  thofe  ha^yell  days  pf  faitb^  . . 
This  orotnance  hath  a  direA  and  pecuUar  tendency  to  the  imprQV^  1 
mnitaQd-ftrengrhenihgofrauh.    It  b  a  nTedge  fuperadded  to  tb^  i 
prStnllc  lorTaith^sTake  T  Heavenly  and  fiioIioAe  my  Series  do  therein  i 
ftoop  30wn'  to  your  fenfes,  that  you  may  have  the  clearer  appref^enr  I 
fibns  oTtliem  i  and  the  clearer  the  apprehenfions  are^  the^  ftroog^r  Cb^>C 
^flfeisrarraitb  mull  needs  be :  By  this  feal  alio  the  promife  comes  to 
be  more  ratified  to  us  i  and  the  firmer  the  promlfe  appears  to  th^ 
Joul,  the  more  bold  and  adventrous  ^^^ith  is  in  Qafting  itlclf  upon  it ;    ■ 
Oh  f  ^wjnany  poor,  doubting,  trembling  fouls  h^ye,  in  fuch  s(  feap   ) 
fon7galEcrcirthcTuirrjj)c  fruits  qf  alTurance  from  the  top-boughs  of  .| 
that  ordinance  j      -  ' 

3*  n*equent  aflings  of  faith  are  rare  and  fpecial  mesm^  of  improv* 
ingit :  c^To  hiu),  that  hath,"  i.  e.  that  improves  ^nd  ufes  what  he 
hath,  '*  fluU  ba  &ivcn/*  Mat^h.  X^v.'  29.     This  was  the  way  by  ^ 
which  tauTihrived  in  fi^ith  and  every  other  grace  fo  exceedlqgly^ 
that  he  outgrew  them  (hat  were  in  Chnd  before  himj  1  Cor.  xv.  icw 
It  is  true»  Us  beginning  in  the  foul  is  not  aft<:r  tUc  mA^ner  of  oth^er    . 
hahitSi  either  moral  or  natural :  This  is  not  of  natural  acquifition,  but    '. 
by  divine  infufion  :  But  yet  its  improvement  is  in  the  fame  maj[m<^ri, 
Oh  then!  if  ever  you  would  have  a  Qouriihing  faith^  rpuz^  '^  up  out 
of  thc.duB  babit^  anJ'live  in  the  d^ily  cxercili:  of  it. 

4.  Go' to  Jetus  Chriljt,  who  is  the  Author  and  finiiher  of  hith,  and 
^1  to  bpir^  Mark  h»  ^4*  ^'  t^ordi  increafe  m^  faith ;"  Yeai  b^ 
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the  affiftacce  of  othei*s  prayers  in  this  behalf^  as  the  apoftle  did^ 
^  I  ThdT.iii.  lo.  2  TheiT.  i.  1 1.  faith  animates  prayer,  and  prayer  in- 
creaieth  faith. 

5.  Improve  times  of  affli£kion  forlhe  Increafe  of  feith :  For  ccr- 
.  tainlyi  ftndified  afBi^ions  do  notably  exercife.  and  increafe  this 

grace»  i  Pet.  i.  7.  In  times  of  profperity  we  know  not  what  ftock 
of  laith  we  have:  We  live  fo  much  upon  thbgs  feen,  that  we  can- 
'  cot  many  times  tell  whether  we  have  faith  or  no  :  But  when  diffi- 
culrdays  com6,  then  wemiiilget  out  our  whole  fubfiftence  and  live- 
IIB663rbyTa1th,  flab.  n.  4.  Yea,  then  we  have  many  proofs  and  ex- 
periments of  Go4*s  fidelity  in  the  promiiesj  which  is  a  choice  help  to 
fi&1r,'4Corri."io.     - 

6.  Keep  catabgues  of  all  your  remarkable  experiences;  treafure 
them  up  as  food  for  your  faith  in  time  to  come :  Oh  !  it  is  a  fin^lar 

.  encouragement  and  heartening  to  faith,  when  it  can  turn  over  the 
records  of  God's  dealing  with  you  in  yeai^  paft,  and  fay  as  JoDiua, 
«  Not  one  thing  hath  failed,"  Joihua  xxiii.  14.  When  it  can  fay 
16  of  promifes  that  have  already  bad  their  accomplifhments,  then 
they  will  be  apt  to  fay  concerning  thofe  yet  to  be  aq^ompliflied,  as 
Elizabeth  faid  to  Mary,  Luke  i.  45.  "  Bleifed  b  the  foul  that  be- 
M  Uevech',  for  there  fhall  be  a  performance  of  thofe  things  which  are 
«  tcWitby  theLord.** 

-  Thefe  experiments  are  the  food  of  faith : '  Pfalm  Ixxiv.  14.  "  Thou 
<K  breakeft  the  heads  of  Leviathan  In  pieces,  and  gaveft  him  to  be 
•*  meat  to  thy  people  inhabiting  the  wildernefs,"  i.  c.  That  famous 
experience  of  the  power  and  love  of  God  in  their  Red*fea  deliverance, 
where  he  deftroyed  that  fea-monfter  Pharaoh,  and  his  hoft,  was  meat 
to  the  faith  of  God's  Ifrael  in  the  wildernefs  afterwards.  We  often 
find  Chrift  charging  the  people's  unbelief  on  a  bad  memory,  Matth. 
xvi.  6, 9.  And  hence  it  was  that  the  Lord  commanded  the  Ifraelltes 
toktcfjournais  of  every  day's  occurrences ,  Numb.  xiii.  i,  2.  It  is  a 
thoufand  pities  fuch  choice  helps  fliould  be  loft.  Oh  !  if  you  could 
but  remember,  how  the  Lord  hath  appeared  for  you  in  former  exi- 
gencies, and  hoi?  often  he  hath  fhanied  you  for  your  unbelief,  it 
would  exceedingly  animate  your  faith,  both  in  prefent  and  future 
diflrcffcs,  Micah  vi.  5. 

7.  Laftly,  Beware  of  fenfe,  which  is  the  fupplantcr  of  faith.  O 
If  you  live  upon  things  earthly,  you  put  your  faith  out  of  its  ofHcc : 
Things  earthly  have  an  enmity  to  faith.  "  This  is  the  viftory  by 
««  which  we  overcome  the  world,  even  our  faith,"  i  John  v.  4. 
Overcoming  denotes  a  confliA,  and  confliAs  infer  oppofitions.  Oh 
you  that  live  io  much  by  fight  and  fenfe  on  things  vifible,  what  will 
you  do  when  hi  David's,  or  Paul's  cafe,  Pfal.  cxlii.  4,  1  Tim.  iv.  16. 
when  aH  outward  encouragements  and  ftays  fliall  utterly  fail?  What 
had  Abraham  done  if  he  had  not  been  able  to  believe  againfl  hope» 
i.  e.  fuch  an  hope  as  is  founded  in  fenfe  and  reafon. 

Reader,  I  advile  and  charge  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Lord^  and 
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as  tiKNi  hopeft  to  live  when  vifible  comfoilk  die»  that  thoa^  J^igeot 
in  the  inifirovement  and  preparation  of  this  excdlect  grace  of  faith  ;  ^ 
if  It  fail,  thou  laikft  with  it ;  and  as  thy  Faith  is^  fo  art  thou.     Con- 
iulF  all  the  cloud  of  witnefles,  and  fee   if  thou  canft  find  a  man 
amongft  them  that  did  not  atchieve  the  viftory  by  his  faith.     Had  \ 
they  not  all  bctn  run  down  by  the  furious  aflaulta  of  temptation,  and  .. 
inf!cad  o{zckud  0/ tvitneffeSf  been  fo  mzny  pilhrs  of  fait  j  and  mdnu-^  \ 
mcnts  of  reproach  and  (hame  |to  religion,  if  their  uith  had  failed  ia  ' 
its  trial. 


CHAP.  IX. 

Wherein  theneceffity  and  ufefulncfs  cf  Chrijiian  fortitude  in  order  tofi^tr^ 
ings  is  evinced f  with  a  brief  account  6f  its  nature  and  the  means  of  aU 
imning  it* 

TpHE  next  grace  which  concurs  to  the  completing  of  our  a£hial 
X  readineis  for  fuSerings,  is  Chrl/lian  fortitude^  or  "holj  courage  ; 
which  mnft  (ay  in  thy  heart  in  a  time  of  danger,  as  Elijah  once  did»  .- 
"  As  the  Lord  lives  I  will  (hew  myfelf."  Tfiiis  alfo  is  a  choice  part 
of  your  preparation*work.  In  this  grace  our  apoftle  was  eminent: 
when  he  was  told,  "  Bonds  and  affiiftions  waited  for  him  *,"  he  could 
fay,  That  "  none  of  thefe  things  moved  him,**  Afts  xx*  24.  Yea, 
when  he  was  to  appear  before  the  lion  Nero,  and  not  a  man  would 
own  or  ftand  by  hitn,  yet  he  ftands  his  ground,  reiblving  rather  to 
die  on  the  place,  than  di  (honourably  to  recede  from  his  principles  and 
profeffion,  2  Tim.  iv.  16,  17.  He  fet  the  world,  with  all  its  threats 
^d  terrors  lower  than  it  fet  him.  O  how  confpicuous  was  this 
grace  in  all  thofe  heroes  that  have  paft  on  before  us  !  And  if  ever  you 
hope  to  (land  in  the  evil  day,  and  be  fetched  off  the  fiefd  with  ho«  ' 
Dour,  you  muft  rouze  up  and  awaken  your  courage  for  God :  And  > 
the  necei&ty  thereof  vdll  appear  upon  thefe  four  conGiderations. 

I.  Becau(e  the^  fuccefs  aiEid  prevalence  of  Satan's  temptations  in  , 
the  hourof  perfecution  depends  upon  the  fainting  and  overthrow  of 
this  grace.  Wherefore,  doth  he  raife  perfecutions  in  the  world,  but 
becaufe  fuch  terrible  things  are  fitted  to  work  upon  the  pafGon  of  car* 
nal  fear,'which  rifes  with  thofe  dangers,  and  makes  the  foul  as  a  tu- 
multuous fea.  This  is  it  he  aims  at,  Neh.  vl  13.  This  is  a.multi« 
plying  pallion  that  reprefents  dangers  more  and  greater  than  they 
are,. and  fo  drives  the  foul  into  the  very  net  and  fnare  laid  by  the  de- 
vil to  take  it,  Prov.  xxix.  25.  "  The  fear  of  man  brings  a  fnare-i** 
which  was  fadly  exemplified  in  Abraham,  Gen.  xii.  12.  and  divers 
others  of  the  faints.  If  he  can  but  fubdue  this  grace,  he  will  quickly 
bring  you  to  capitulate  for  life  and  liberty,  upon  the  baibft  and  moft 
diOibnourable  terms  i  therefore  the  preparation  of  this  grace  is  fb  ex- 
cccdmgly  necefTary. 
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4^  Pi'ipafaitoHs  filr  Sufferings  :  ^, 

1.  '^ttiiatt  Ai«  i«  tte  gfaee  tirtt  honbtifs  Jefus  dhrlA  afetrticf^titV^ 
ifhtrti  jtm  are  IfWmgM  u j)otr  the  ftage  for  him, 

•There  is  ik  great  foteftwity  at  the  fiiflfering  and  trial  of  ^  faint :  hea- 
teti;  rttrth,  and  hell,  are  fpeflafors,  obferviirg  the  iflbe,  and  fiot^  the 
fttrtf*  win  aeqoit  therftfelvci  In  that  hour.  Jt^e  are  irmde  afpeitacle^ 
6itli  the  apoftle.  The  word  is  %*ccf^  tywn5i>/*tv,  we  are  ftt  a4  upon 
a  theatre  in  ptrblic  view,  i  Cor.  !▼.  9.  God,  angels,  and  faints  wait 
Ifty  fee  the  glm-iotrs  trhxtnphs  of  their  faith  and  courage,  rofleflfing  ho-^ 
nour  upon  the  name  and  caufe  of  Chrift,  Devils  and  wicked  men' 
gape  for  an  advantage  by  their  cowardifc.  Certainly  very  much  lies 
nowoponthe  Chriftiaft^s  hands.  Should  he  faint  and  give  ground, 
how  will  it  furnifh  the  triumpiis  of  hell,  and  make  Chrift's  enemies 
vaunt  over  him,  as  if  his  love  ran  (o  low  in  the  hearts  of  his  people, 
that  they  dufft  not  adventtrrc  any  thing  for  hi*  ?  Or,  a*  %  nfttmt^ 
fhtndln^  dveir  bratc  weird?  and  gl^ious  pro^dton ,  they  d^rft  not 
truft  their  own  prindples  when  it  comes  to  the  trial :  Sut  if  n^w 
they  play  the  men,  and  difcover  an  holy  gallantry  of  fpirit  and  refo^ 
lution  for  Chrift,  how  will  it  daunt  the  enemies,  and  make  them  fay 
te  Marcus,  bUbop  of  Aretheufa  made  one  of  Julian's  nobles,  prcfent 
at  his  torments,  to  fay  concemiflg  him.  We  m't  ajhamtd^  O  emperor, 
the  Chrtfitam  laugh  at  thy  cruelty  !  And  how  will  God  himfelf  rejoice 
and  glory  over  them,  as  he  once  did  over  Job  wheii  he  fetched  him 
withhonotrr  off'that  £rft  field  I  Job  ii.  3.  «  StUl  he  holdeth  faft  his 
«  integrity.'^ 

3.  Your  owft  peace  is  wrapt  up  in  It,  as  well  as  God's  glory.  Is  it 
nothingr  thJnfc  you,  to  be  freed  from  thofe  vultures  and  harpies  that 
feed  upon  the  hearts  of  men  at  fueh  times  ?  Surely  God  reckons, 
that  he  promlfcth  a  very  great  mercy  to  hit  people  when  he  promi-* 
fcth  It,  Prov.  L  ult  Pfal.  cxii.  7.  When  Eorrom«us  was  told  of 
fonde  that  lay  in  wait  to  take  away  his  life,  it  troubled  him  not,  but 
he  tsAi^An  Deus  ejl  in  munch  pro  nihilo  ?  What,  is  God  in  the  world 
for  nought  ?  And  like  to  this  was  the  anfwer  of  Silentiarius  ill  th€ 
like  cafe  ;  Si  Deus  met  curam  noti  hahet,  quid  vivo  ?  If  God  take  not 
care  for  me,  how  do  I  live  ?  Oh  this  is  it  that  brings  you  to  an  holy 
quietude  of  fpirit  in  times  of  confuiion  atid  diftraf!ion,  which  is  a 
choice  mercy. 

4.  Your  magnanimity  is  of  fpecial  iilc  to  other  iaints,  who  are  fol* 
lowing  you  in  the  fame  path  of  fufFerings.  If  Jrou  faint,  it  isiike  the 
£iinting  of  a  ffandard-bcarer  in  an  army  1  you  bring  thereby  an  evil 
report  upon  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  as  xhtprjlfpies  did  upon  the  land  ol 
Canaan.  And  a  like  influence  with  that  it  is  like  to  have  on  your 
brtthrcn  J  fo  that  there  is  a  ncceflity  of  improving  this  grace  alfo  be- 
|Forc  you  can  fay  with  Paul  you  are  ready. 

4,  But  what  is  this  Chriftian  fortitude,  and  wherein  doth  it  confift. 

I  anfwer  briefly,  //  //  an  holy  holdnefs  in  the  performance  of  difficult 
iicties^  flowing  from  faith  in  the  tM  of  Gfd^  and  his  promife  to  us  in  the 
Sjfcharge  of  them* 
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And  ib  yon  have  the  ntetxxtc  of  it  in  theft  four  particulavs* 

1.  It  is  an  holy  Mdmfs^  not  a  natural  or  finGtU  boldaefs^  m&»g 
dtkcr  £rom  the  natural  con(^itution|  or  evil  difpofitva  of  the  mind* 

2.  It  is  exprefled  about  duties,  for  truth>  npt  error^  }(a.  ix.  3*  fir 
the  inteaneft  of  Chrift^  not  of  the  fleih. 

3.  The  iealbn  in  which  it  appears  is,  when  duties  are  fiirroividA4 
and  befet  with  difEculties  and  dangers»  Dan.  iit  i6.  vu  10. 

4.  The  fountain  whence  it  flows  is  faitb^  and  that  as  it  reipeftf 
the  amunand  and  call  of  God  to  duty,  A&&  xvi.  ;  p.  And  his  pro* 
mife  to  us  in  the  difcharge  thereof,  JoiOi*  i.  5j  6. 

And  this  grace  ftands  oppofed  ^th  to  the  fear  of  man  in  the  ca^i^ 
of  Godj  Heb.  xi.  27.  and  to  apoftafy  from  the  truth  for  fe^r  9f  fuf*  < 
&ring.     Thus  briefly  of  the  nature  of  it. 

3.  In  the  hdl  place  I  (hall  lay  down  fome  rules  for  the  pj^wioti^g 
and  improvement  of  it,  asid  fo  flnilh  this  chapter. 

Now  there  are  ten  rules  heedfully  to  be  obierved  for  the  breeding 
of  holy  courage  in  the  breaft  of  a  faint  in  evil  times. 

1.  RMtU.  And  the  firft  rule  is  thisj  Get  a  weaned  heart  from  aU 
earthly  enjopnents.     If  the  heart  be  inordinately  fixed  upon  any  pne  , 
thing  that  you  poflefs  in  the  world,  that  inordinate  eftimation  ^  ^ 
and  afieffion  for  it,  wiH  ftrangely  eflfeminate,  ;foften,  and  eowardize 
your  fptrit  when  your  trial  comes,  2  Tim.  ii.  4.    You  meet  not  with 

a  man  of  courage  for  God,  but  bad  his  heart  dead  to  earthly  thmp^ 
fo  it  ws  with  Paul,  Phil.  Si*  8.  Since  tjie  apoftles,  we  fcaroe  moet 
with  a  greater  example  of  magnanimity  than  Luther  \  and  if  you 
read  his  (lory,  yon  will  find  few  men  ever  fet  a  lower  rate  o|i  thp 
wodd  than  he.  AU  the  Turkitfa  em^  in  his  eye  was  but  a  crumb 
caft  to  the  dogs*  Germana  fft  haec  he/lia  pecuniam  mm  curat.  Mon^ 
could  not  tempt  him. 

2.  Rtde,  Sufier  not  guih  to  lie  upon  your  confciences :  it  is  a  fip|M»* 
tain  of  iears,  and  you  cati  never  attain  boldneis  for  God  till  it  be  re- 
moved, Rom.  v.  I,  2,  3.  "The  fpirit  of  a  found  mind  is  oppofed  to  th^ 
fpirit  of  fear,  2  Tim.  i.  7.  NoUr  that  found  mind  is  a  mindoripirit 
tbsns  not  wounded,  and  made  fick  and  infirm  by  guilt.  O  what 
Mack  fags  and  mifb  arife  oot  of  guilt,  which  becloud  our  evidencesy 
and  fill  us  with  fear  and  difcouragements !  Gen.  xlii.  21,  22. 

3.  Rule*  Qear  your  call  to  difficult  ferviccs,  be  well  fatisfied  that 
you  are  in  that  way  and  pofture  God  experts  to  find  you  in.  O  what 
courage  this  wili^vei  Jotib.  i.  9.  Then  a  man  may  promife  himielf 
God's  prefence  and'  proteflion,  2  Chron.  xv.  2.  But  whilft  a  man  h 
dubious  Inre,  and  cannot  tell  whether  it  be  his  ^uty  or  not,  that  he  is 
togagtng  in,  how  can  he  have  courage  to  baaard  any  thing  for  it  ? 
For  thinks  he,  I  may  fuffer  much  from  m«Q,  and  yet  have  no  thanks 
of  Cod  for  it,  I  Pet.  ii.  9.  A«id  funher,  till  a  man  be  clear  in  this, 
he  canaat  commit  his  caufe  to  -God«  And  it  is  a  lad  thing  to  be.  c^t 
off  from  fo  choice  a  relief  as  that  i^,  1  Pet.  iv.  19. 

4-  Rab.  Qet  right  notions  and  apprjebenfions  of  your  enemef* 
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We  are  apt  to  magnify  the  creature,  as  if  he  could  do  more  thah  he 
'  eattyZnA  thereby  dtfcAh  ourfclves  froiti  doing  what  ^^fcj/jculd.  JPofleft 
_  your  fouls  with  the  belief  of  thefe  five  things  concerning  them.^  (i.) 
I   That  they  arc  poor  weak  enemies,  Ifa.  xl.  15,  17,  22.    But  as  a 

fwann  of  gnats  in  the  air.     See  how  Goi  ^Jefcrlbes  themi  Ifa.  li* 

J^.7  That  little  power  they -have  is  limited  by  your  God  who  hath 

;  the  boundmg  and  ordering  of  it,  John  xix.   ir.  Pfal.  Ixxiv.  10.  (3.) 

,  ^They  carry  guilt  upon  them,  which  makes  them  movt  timorous  than 

;    you,  Ifa.  viii.  12,  Their  fear  is  a  ftrange  fear.     (4.)  They  only  ufe 

carnal  weapons  agaihft'you,  which  cannot  touch  your  fouls.     If  they 

were  praying  enemies  that  could  engage  God  againfl  you,  they  would 

be, formidable  enemies  indeed;  but  this  they  cannot  do.     The  largeft 

commiffion  that  any  of  them  ever  had  from  God,  extended  but  to  the 

bodies  and  bodily  concernments  of  the  faints,  Luke  xi.  4,  5.     They 

cannot  thunder  with  an  arm  like  God,  nor  blot  your  name  out  of  the 

book  of  life,  nor  take  your  part  out  of  the  New  Jerufakm  ;  therefore 

fear  not  man.  (5.)  Tour  enemies  are  God's  enemies  ;  and  God  hath 

efpoufed  yoiir  caufc  and  quarrel.     The  more  cruel  they  arc,  the 

kuidef  he  will  be  to  you,  John  ix.  34,  35. 

5.  Ruk.  Labour  to  engage  the  prefence  of  God  with  you  in  all 
places  and  conditions.  Whilft  vou  enjoy  this,  your  fpirits  will  be  in- 
"viocible  and  undaunted,  *Jofh.  1.  9.  Pfal  cxviii.  6.  A  weak  creature 

•  affifted  and  encouraged  by  the  prefence  of  a  great  God  will  be  able  to 
do.  and  fufter  greaft  things.  Poor  flefli  in  the  hand  of  an  almighty 
Spirit  a(b  above  itfelf.  A  little  dog,  if  )iis  mafter  be  by,  and  animates 
lum,  will  feize  upon  a  greater  beaft  than  hhnfelf,  though  he  would 
run  from  him  were  his  mafter  abfent.  Our  courage  ebbs  and  (lows  as 
the  roanifeftations  of  the  divine  prefence  do.  Oh  get  thyfelf  once 
"  wkfain  the  line  of  that  promife,  Ifa.  xliii.  i,  2.  and  thou  art  invincible. 

6.  Rule.  Get  an  high  eftimation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  ail  his  concern- 
ments. They  that  va/uehioihighe/l,  wiWadventurefor  Yixmfarthejl.  Mag- 
nanimous Luther,  how  ineftimable  a  value  did  he  fet  upon  the  truths 

*of  Chrift!  Ruat  ccelum,  is^c  Let  heaven  rujb  r oilier  than  a  crumb  of 
'truth fiouldperi/b.  Thou  wilt  never  be  a  man  of  zeal  and  courage  for 
Chnft's  intereft^  until  that  intereft  of  Chrift  have  fwallowed  up  all 
thine  own  interefts.  No  fooner  is  the  foul  acquamted  with,  and  xn- 
terefted  in  Chrift,  but  he  heartily  wifhes  well  to  all  his  affiiirs  and 
concernments,  Pfal.  xlv.  3,  4.  This  is  that  which  puts  metal  and  re- 
iblation  for  Chrift  into  the  foul. 

7.  Rule.  Beware  you  be  not  cheated  with  maxims  of  carnal  policy, 
xnifiaken  for  Chriftian  prudence.  Many  are  (o :  and  they  prove  de- 
flruAive  to  all  true  zeal  and  courage  for  Chrift.  Never  was  religion 
profefled  with  greater  plainnefs  and  fimplicity,  than  by  the  prinutive 
Chriftians :  and  never  was  there  an  higher  fpring-tide  of  courage  and 
zeal  for  God,  than  in  thde  days.  We  are  apt  to  call  it  prodigality, 
and  are  grown  wifer  to  hufband  our  lives  and  comforts^  better  than 
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than  thejr  did.  But  indeed  our  prudentials  have  even  fwallowad  up 
our  religion.  It  is  true*  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  Chriftian  prudence  \ 
but  this  doth  not  teacli  men  to  ihun  all  coftly  and  difficult  duties^  and 
proftitale  coofcience  to  fave  the^ikin,  «  A  man  of  underftanding 
"  walketh  uprightly,*'  Prov.  xv.  2 1 ; 

8.  Riik.  Look  upon  the  infide  of  troubles  for  Chrift,  as  well  v  up- 
on the  oatfide  of  them.  If  you  view  them  by  an  eye  of  fenfc|  there 
appearcth  nothing  but  matter  of  difcouragement.  To  look  on  the 
outiide  of  a  prlfoni  banKhment,  or  deaths  is  affrighting  and  horriUe: 
but  then^  if  you  look  into  the  tnfide  of  thde  things  by  faith^  and  fee 
what  God  hath  made  them  to  his  people,  and  how  joyful  and  com« 
fonable  they  hav^  been  in  thefe  conditions  \  what  honey  they  have 
found  in  the  carcaie  of  a  lion,  what  fongs  in  the  ftocks  and  dungeons^ 
vhat  glorying  in  tribulation,  an  hundred-fold  reward  even  in  their 
fuS'eriRgs :  O  then  I  that  which  looked  like  a  ferpent  at  a  diftance^ 
win  appear  but  as  a  rod  in  hand.  How  many  have  found  tbemfelves 
<;uite  miftakcn  in  their  apprehenfions  of  fufferings  \  and  been  more 
loth  to  come  out  of  a  priloxt,  than  they  were  to  go  in  !  If  you  did 
but  fee  your  fupports,  and  the  comforts  that  fouls  ordinarily  j[neet  with 
in  their  troubles  for  Chrift,  you  would  not  look  on  them  as  fuch  for« 
fflidable  things* 

9.  Rule,  view  the  iflue  and  reward  of  fufierings  by  an  eye  of  faith: 
this  alfo  will  ftrongly  abate  the  horror  and  dread  of  them,  Heb.  x. 
l'\*  Upon  this  account  it  is  the  faints  have  fo  flighted  and  contenui« 
ed  them,  Rom.  vitT.  18.2  Cor.  iv.  16^  17.  But  then  fee  that  you 
ad  your  faith,  (i.)  Upon  the  certainty  of  it :  look  at  it  as  a  moft 
real  and  fubftantial  thing,  Heb.  xi.  I.  (2.)  View  it  as  a  great  and  gh» 
rictts  reward i  And,  (3.)  A3  near  at  hand  :  And  then  fay  to  thy  foul, 
come  on  my  foul,  come  on  \  feeft  thou  the  joy  fet  before  thee!  the 
crovo  of  glory  ready  to  be  fet  on  thy  head  by  the  hand  of  a  righteous 
Cod.  Ohj  what  comparjibn  is  there  betwixt  thofe  fufferings,  and 
that  glory ! 

10.  Rule.  Propound  to  yourfelves  the  befl  patterns  and  examples. 
Kcq)  your  eye  upon  the  cloud  .pf  witnelles ;  thefe  are  of  fpecial  ufe  to 
beget  holy  courage,  Heb.  xii.,  I.  James  v.  10.  Who  would  be  .afraid 
(0  enter  the  lifts,  and  grapple  with  that  enemy  that  he  hath  feen  fo 
often  foiled,  and  that  by  a  poor  weak  Chriftian  ?  See  how  the  enemy, 
with  whom  you  are  to  grapple,  hath  been  beaten  hand  to  hand,  and 
^numphed  ov^r  by  poor  women  and  children  ;,  they  had  as  great  in* 
£nnities,  and  you  have  as  gracious  affiftalices  as  thofe  that  are  gone 
before  you. 
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5ft  Preparaims  fir  Sufferings  i  a^f  ^ 

CHAP.  X. 

Difeovering  the  neceffitf  of  an  heart  mortified  to  all  earthlj  and  fem^ 
poral  enjoyments^  in  order  to  the  right  managing  of  a  fuffering  con* 
iition :  nvith  feveral  direSfions  for  the  attaining  thereof. 

rlTlHE  next  thing  whcrdn  your  afttial  readlncfs  for  bonds,  or  death 
1  confiftethi  is  in  the  mortification  of  your  affeBiom  to  all  earthly  in-* 
Urejis  and  enjoyments  ;  even  thebefi  and  fweeteff  of  them-  Ti)l  this  be 
done,  in  forae  mcafure,  yon  ate  not  fit  rof  be  u(ed  its  any  fwYt  fervicc 
fcr  the  Lord,  2  Tim.  i.  2I.  The  living  world  is  the  very  J.ifc  of 
temptations  :  the  travailing  pains  of  death  arc  ftrongcr  and  {harper 
upon  none,  than  thofe  that  are  full  of  fcnfe  and  felf.  As  yon  fee  in 
Bature,  what  conflifls  and  agonies  ftrong  and  lively  perfons  fuffer 
when  they  die ;  when  others,  in  whom  nature  is  decayed  and  fpent  be- 
fcre*hand,  die  away  without  half  that  pain,  even  as  a  bird  in  a  (hell. 
Corruption  in  the  faints,  is  like  fep  in  the  green  wood,  which  rcfifteth 
Ifbe  fire,  and  will  not  bum  well,  till  it  be  dried  up.  Prepared  Paul 
had  an- heart  mortified  in  a  very  high  degree,  to  all  the  honour  and 
riches  of  the  world,  accounting  them  all  but  trifies.  Gal.  vt.  14.  x  Cor. 

The  need  of  this  will  be  evinced  by  theft  five  confideratioiis. 

1,  Unlefs  the  heart  be  mortified  to  all  earthly  enjoyments,  they 
WlU  appear  great  and  glorious  things  in  joxrr  eye  and  eftimation ;  and 
if  fo,  judge  what  a  taik  you  will  have,  to  deny  and  leave  them  all  in  a 
fufibring  hour.     It  is  corruption  within^  that  puts  the  luftre  and  glory 
upon  things  without:  it  is  the  carnal  eye  only  that  gazes  admiringly  af- 
ter them,  2  Cor.  V.  16.  and  hence  the/i^isputtoexprefsthefljf^^/e?;!, 
i  John  ii.  16.  becauft  all  that  inordinate  affcftion  we  have  to  them, 
arifes  from  our  high  efVimation  of  them,  and  that  eAimation  from  our 
lafls,  that  reprefent  them  as  great  and  glorious.  Therefore,  certainly, 
it  will  be  difficult  (if  not  impofiible)  to  deny  them,  till  they  have  loft 
their  glory  in  your  eye;  and  that  they  will  never  do,  till  thofc  lufls 
within  you,  that  put  that  beauty  and  neceflity  upon  them,  be  firft 
crucified.     As  forinftance,  what  a  glory  and  ncceffity  doth  the  pride 
of  men  put  upon  the  honour  and  credit  of  the  world,  fo  that  they 
will  rather  choofe  to  die,  than  fiirvivc  it  f  But  to  a  mortified  ibiil  it  is 
zfmallmatter^  i  Cor.  iv.  3.  So  for  riches,  how  much  are  they  adored, 
till  our  Itifts  be  mortified  ?  and  then  they  are  eftecmcd  but  dung  and 
drofs^  Phil.  iii.  8.  It  is  our  corruptions  that  paint  and  gild  over  thcfc 
things  :  when  thefc  are  crucified,  thofe  will  be  lightly  eftcemcd. 

2.  Mortification  of  corruptions  is  that  which  recovers  an  healthful 
fiatc  of  foul :  fin  is  to  the  foul,  what  a  dileafe  is  to  the  body  ;  and 
mortification  is  to  fin,  what  phyfic  is  to  a  difeafe.  Hence  thofe  that 
are  but  a  little  mortified,  arc  in  a  comparative  fenfe  called  carnaiy  x 
Cor.  Iii.  3*  and  hahts^  ver.  ^.  in  refpeft  of  weaknefs.    Now,  fufierin^ 
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work  being  (bose  of  the  Chriftkin's  hardeft  hbonr  anil  cxnrcife^  hft 
cmnof  be  fitted  for  it|  until  bis  foul  be  in  ain  beahhful  ftate:  a  (kldj 
man  cannot  carry  beavy  burdens,  or  endure  hard  labours  and  cxereiTes: 
the  fick  fbkiier  is  left  bebind  in  bis  quarters,  or  put  into  the  hofpitait 
wbilft  biS  fellows  are  dividing  the  fpoils,  and  obtaining  glorious  vie* 
tories  in  the  fiekl.    To  tbit  fenfc  fome  expound  Rom.  viii.  13.     *^lf 
'^  ye  live  after  the  fleftiy  yelball  die }  but  !f  ye,  through  the  Spirit^  / 
«  do'mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  ye  ftiall  live."     W hcreas  deatA is  j 
put  to  note  a  hnguiftiipg  i^ate  of  fouI»  whilil  uiortitication  is  ncgltOSf*  I 
ed;  fi>  life  is  put  to  exprefsan  bealthfoi  andcomfortabW  tUte  j  vivere 
pn  valere;  fo  that  upon  this  account  alfo  the  ncceflity  of  it  appears* 

3.  Toar  eormptions  muft  be  mortified,  dfe  they  wilt  be  raging  and 
violent  in  the  time  of  temptation,  and,  like  a  torrejvt,  fweep  away  all 
your  convifiions  and  refolutions.     It  is  fin  unmortiticd  within  that 
loakes  the  heart  like  gun«pov(rder ;  (b  that  when  the  fparks  of  tetnp- 
tatioa  fly  about  it,  (and  they  fall  thick  in  a  fufiering  hour)  they  io 
but  touch  and  take.     Hence  tl>6  cormptiont  of  i\\c  world  are  iaid  to  , 
be  tkrct^h  luft,  a  Pet.  i.  4.     With  thcfe  internal  unmortified  lufts  > 
the  tempter  holds  correfpondencc  •,  and  rljefc  be  the  traitors  that  de-  . 
Uver  up  oar  fouls  into  his  bands. 

4.  Unlefs  you  be  diligent  and  fuccefsful  in  this  work,  though  yoa 
fliould  fufferv  yet  not  like  Chriftians ;  you  will  but  dtfgrace  religion^ 
and  die  caufe  i6t  which  you  fufier;  for  it  is  not  Acupfe  iuffering» 
but  fiiffering  as  a  Chri/HaHf  that  redcf^s  credit  on  religion,  and  finds 
acceptation  with  God.  If  you  be  enviouS)  fretful,  difcontent^,  and 
revengeful,  under  your  fiifferings,  what  honour  will  this  brlngf  to 
Chrift  ?  Is  not  this  altogether  unlike  the  example  o(  your  I^rd  ?  I(a. 
liii.  7.  and  tke  behaviour  of  fuSering  faints  I  i  Cor.  ir.  r3.  Yet  thus 
it  will  be,  if  your  pride,  paffion,  and  revenge,  be  not  iiHI  fubdued ! 
for  what  are  the  breakings  forth  of  fuch  di^empers  of  fprrit,  but  as 
the  flu£bes  of  he^t  in  the  face  from  an  ill»afFe£ted  liver  ?  Moft  certain 
it  is,  that  all  the  evils  are  in  your  natures,  and  as  certain  It  is,  thiey 
wiU  rife  like  mud  and  filtb  from  the  bottom  of  a  lake,  when  fome 
eminent  trhib  fliall  rake  you  to  the  bottom ;  Natura  vexata  prodit 
Jeipfim. 

5.  Laftly,  Mortification  muft  be  ftudied  and  plied  with  diligence ; 
elfe  you  will  find  many  bngings  and  hankerings  after  earthly  enjoy- 
ments and  comforts,  which  will  prove  a  fnare  to  you :  what  is  fin 
but  the  corrupt  and  vitiated  appetite  of  the  creature^  to  things  that  are  * 
earthly  and  fenfual,  relifliing  more  fweetnefs  and  delight  in  them, 
than  in  the  Uefled  God  ?  And  what  is  fan^tification,  but  the  rectify* 
ingof  thefe  itiordinate  aJfeBiotis^  and  placing  them  on  their  proper  ob- 
jeft  ?  A  regenerate  and  mortified  Chriftian  taftcs  not  half  that  fweet- 
neis  in  forbidden  fruits  that  another  doth  :  fet  but  money  before  Ju- 
da^  and  fee  how  eagerly  he  catches  at  it       ■  *<  Wliat  will  ye  give 

«  me,  and  I  will  betray  him  V*    Set  but  life,  liberty,  or  any  fuch 
bait  before  an  unmortified  hearty  and  how  impotent  is  he  to  with- 
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ftand  tbem,  9S  offered  in  a  temptation  ?  Oh  tho(e  unmortified  lufts  I 
bow-do  they  make  men  hanker,  long,  and  tlieir  lips  water  (as  we  ufe 
<  to  %)  after  thefe  things  ?  This  makes  them  break  prifon,  decline  fuf- 
ferings,  thoagh  upon  the  bafeft  terms  :  whereas  a  mortified  Chriftian 
can  fee  all  thefe  things  fet  before  him,  yea,  offered  to  him,  and  lefufe 
themi  Heb.  x.  35.  It  is  with  them  much  as  it  was  with  old  Bar* 
^ilai,  2  Sam.  xix.  35.  When  nature  is  decayed,  they  find  but  lit- 
tle pleafure  in  natural  a£Uon$,  Ecclef.  xii.  i.  And  look  as  the  body 
€i  fin  decays  and  languiihes,  fo  do  thefe  longings  alfo :  It  weans  the 
ibul  from  them  all»  and  enables  it  to  live,  very  comfortably  without 
them^  Pfal.  cxxxi.  i.  Phil.  iv.  12*  There  needs  no  more  to  befaid 
;  to  evince  the  necefiity  of  mortification,  and  dUcover  what  influence  it 
hath  into  a  Chriftian's  readinefs  for  fufferings. 

It  remains  therefore,  that  I  open  to  you  fome  of  the  principal  ror- 
n^ions^  about  which  it  mofily  concerns  you  to  beflow  pains  ere  fuf- 
L^  ferings  come.  .  Now  look  as  there  are  four  principal  enjoyments,  in 
which  you  are  like  to  be  tried,  viz.  Efte^e^  name^  liberty^  life  ;  (b  the 
Chriflian  w^rk  in  fufilering  times  lies  in  mortifying  thefe  four  fpecial 
corrufivmsj^  viz.  Firft^  The  love  of  the  world.  Secondly^  Ambition* 
Thirdly^  Inordinate  affection  of  freedom  and  pleafure.  Fourthly^  £x« 
ceffive  love  of  life.    • 

I.  For  the  love  of  this  world,  away  with  it,  crucify  it,  crucify  it : 
down  with  the  idol,  and  let  it  be  dethroned  in  all  that  intend  to  abide 
with  Chrift  in  the  hour  of  temptation :  how  elfe  will  you  take  the 
fpoiling  of  your  goods  ?  How  will  you  be  able  to  part  with  all  for 
Chrift,  as  thefe  blefled  fouls  did  ?  It  grieves  my  heart  to  fee  how  ma- 
ny profeffors  of  religion  are  carried  captive  at  the  chariot- wheels  of  a 
bewitching  world.  Oh !  good  had  it  been  for  many  profeffors  if 
they  had  never  tafted  fb  much  of  the  fweetneis  of  it.  &>/,  I  beg 
you,  for  the  Lord's  fake,  down  with  it  in  your  e/Hmations^  down  with 
it  in  your  affe^ns^  elfe  temptations  will  down  with  you  ere  long.  I 
ihall  offer  five  or  fix  helps  for  the  crucifying  of  it. 

Firjij  Confider  your  efpoufals  to  Chrift,  and  how  you  have  chofen 
and  profefied  him  for  your  Lord  and  hufband:  therefore  your  doating 
upon  the  world  is  no  lefs  than  adultery  againft  Chrift,  James  iv.  4. 
If  Chrift  be  your  hufband,  he  muft  be  a  covering  to  your  eyes ;  an 
unchafte  glance  upon  the  world  wounds  him. 
•^^  Secondly^  The  more  you  prize  it,  the  more  you  will  be  tormented 
by  it  \  did  you  prize  and. love  it  lefs,  it  would  difquiet  and  vex  you 
lefs :  it  is  our  doating  on  it  that  makes  it  draw  blood  at  parting. 

Thirdly^  Get  true  fcripture-nctions  of  the  world,  and  reftify  your 
judgments  and  affe£tions  by  them.  If  you  will  have  the  true  picture 
and  reprefentaiion  of  it  drawn  by  the  liand  of  God  himfelf,  fee  i  John 
ii.  16.  it  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  phantaflic  glory ^  and  that  alfo  paffeth 
away.  What  is  become  of  them  that  ruffled  it  out  in  the  world  but 
one  hundred  years  ago  ?  What  could  the  world  do  for  them  ?  Arc 
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thef  not  ill  gone  dowa  to  the  fides  of  the  pit  7  «  But  J^  that  d«th    . 
"  the  will  of  God  abidcth  for  ever."* 

Fourthly t  Study  and  contemplate  Chrift  and  the  things  above  more; 
this  would  veirall  its  glory,  and  kill  it  at.thcj-optj  PhlL.ui.„j  J,  19.  ^ 
Jufi  as  a  man  that  hath  been  gazing  upon  the  fun,  when  he  takes  off 
his  eye  from  that  bright  and  glorious  creature^  and  looks  to  the  earthy 
there  is  a  veil  of  darknefs  overfpreadiog  the  bet  of  it,  that  he  can 
fee  nothing.  I  wonder  how  fuch  as  pretend  to  live  above,  and  en* 
joy  communion  with  God,  can  ever  relifh  fuch  fweetnefs  in  the  worlds 
or  have  their  hearts  enticed  and  captivated  by  it. 

F^biy^  Remember  always,  that  by  your  love  and  delight  in  world*   "- 
ly  tiuQgSv  youfurniOi  the  devil  witli  the  chiefeft  bait  he  hath  to  catch 
and  deftiroy  your  fouls.     Alas  !  were  your  hearts  but  dead  to  theft 
things,  he  would  want  an  handle  to  catch  hold  on.     What  hath  he 
more  to  offer  you,  and  tempt  you  off  from  Chrift  with  but  a  little  mo*  . 
ney,  or  (bme  fuch  poor  temporal  rewards  ?  and  how  little  would  that   ' 
foul  be  moved  by  fuch  a  temptation,  that  looks  on  it  all  but  as  dirt  ? 

Sixthly  f  Laftly,  Take  notice  of  the  approaches  of  eternity :  remem* 
ber  you  are  almoft  at  the  end  of  time  :  and  when  you  come  to  launch 
out  into  that  endlefs  ocean,  how  will  thele  things  look  then  ?  It 
feems  glorious  whilfl:  you  are  in  the  chafe  and  purluit  of  it  \  .but  up- 
on a  death'be;^  you  will  overtake  and  come  up  with  it,  and  then  you 
will  fee  what  a  deceitful  and  vain  thing  it  is  :  (land  by  the  beds  of  4yr 
mg  men,  and  hear  how  they  fpeak  of  it.  Oh!  the  difference  betwixt 
our  apprehenfions  then  and  now !  Thus  labour  to  wean  off  your  a& 
fejtions,  and  crucify  them  to  the  world. 

2.  Mortify  your  ambition  and  vain  affeBation  of  the  repute  and  ere* 
dit  of  the  world :  Oh  ftand  not  on  fo  vain  a  thing  as  this  :  judge  it  * 
but  a  (mall  thing  to  be  judged  of  man,  to  have  your  names  caft  out 
as  evil :  kt  not  feoffs  and  reproaches  be  fuch  terrible  things  to  you*  It 
is,  without  doubt,  a  great  trial  \  elfe  the  Holy  Ghoft  had  not  added 
a  peculiar  epithet  to  it,  which  is  not  given  to  any  other  of  the  fufferings 
of  the  faints  :  not  cruel  tortures,  nor  cruel  ftonings,  burnings,  flayii\g 
with  the  fword  \  but  cruel  mockings,  Heb.  xi.  36.  Yet  learn  to  \k 
dead  to,  and  unaffected  with  thefe  things  ;  fet  the  reproaching  world 
as  light  and  as  low  as  it  fets  you  :  De/pife  thejkame,  as  your  mafter 
Chrift  did,  Heb.  xii.  2.  And  to  promote  mortification  in  this»  take 
thefe  Jhelps. 

1.  Cdnfider  this  is  no  new  or  ftrange  thing  that  hath  happened  to 
yon :  the  holieft  of  men  have  pafc  through  the  like,  if  not  woric 
trials,  Heb.  x.  33.  Pfal.  xHv.  14.  Reproaches  have  been  the 
bt  of  the  beft  men.  They  called  Athanafius,  Sathani^fius  ;  Cypri- 
anos,  Coprianus,  a  gatherer  of  dung  \  bleflcd  Paul,  a  peftileni  fellow  s 
Dr  Story  threw  a  &ggot  at  fweet  Mr  Denlie's  face  as  he  was  iinging 
a  pialm  in  the  midft  of  the  flames,  i)iying,  /  bavefpoiledagoodMfong, 

2.  It  may  be  religion  hath  been  reproached  and  icoffed  at  for  your 
fakes ;  and  if  fOj  think  it  not  much  to  be  reproached  for  religion's 
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3.  It  is  imich  !>etter  to  be  reproached  by  men  Cm*  cBfchar^nff  daty^ 
•   than  by  your  own  confciences  for  the  neglect  of  it  j  if  all  be  quiet 

j    within^  never  be  moved  at  the  npifeand  clamour  without :  M  you 
have  a  good  roof  over  your  head,  be  not  troubled  though  the  winds 
and  ftorms  blufter  abroad,  i  Pet.  iy,  14.    Take  heed  what  you  do, 
—  and  be  hcedlefe  what  the  world  tzjs. 

4.  Always  remember,  that  you  neither  ftand  nor  fall  at  the  world's 
judgment,  and  therefore  have  the  lefs  reafon  to  be  troubled  at  ft> 
I  C5)r.  tv.  3.  If  your  condition  were  tobecaft  to  eternity  by  it,  it 
were  fbmewhat. 

5.  There  k  a  worth  and  excellency  in  the  reproaches  of  Chrift,  as 
bad  as  lliey  feem  ;  and  Inch  an  excellency,  as  it  is  not  to  be  nuttched 

y—  by  any  earthly  enjoyment,  Heb.  xi.  26.  The  reproaches  of  Chrift  are 
of  more  worth  than  the  treafurcs  of  Egypt,  though  Egypt  then  was 
the  magazine  of  the  world  for  treafures.  The  apoftles  counted  them 
.  their  honours,  Afts  v.  41.  When  Ludovicus  Marfacus,  a  knight  of 
France,  law  thofc  that  were  to  futfer  wit!i  him  in  the  chains,  and  that 
they  put  none  upon  him,  bocanfe  of  the  nobility  of  his  birth,  he 
faid  to  the  executioner,  Cttr  me  non  qu^wt  ivrqui  domts^  tt  itlmftrisittiui 
ordhns  mtlkem  mn  crras  f  «  Why  do  ye  not  honour  rac  ^wkh  a  diain 
«  too,  and  create  me  a  knight  of  that  noble  order  ?* 

6.  Lqftlyy  Should  (coSsund  reproadies  fcare  you  from  Chrift  and 
d.uty ;  then,  thtnigh  you  fliould  efcape  the  reproaches  of  men,  yet 
ihall  you  fall  under  the  evei^ailing  contempt  of  God,  angek,  and 
good  men.  Therefore,  **  Fear  ye  not  the  reproaches  of  men  that 
*«  fhall  die,  nor  be  afraid  of  their  rcvilings,  for  the  moth  Jhall  eat 
»«  them  up  like  a  garment,  and  the  worm  fhall  eat  them  like  wool, 
<*  httt  my  rightcoufncfe  fhall  be  for  ever,  and  my Talvation  from  gene- 
«  ration  to  generation,"  Ila.  It.  7,  B. 

3  Mortify  your  irwrJirtate  affeSfhns  of  liberty,  pleafure,  and  deli- 
cate living.  O  let  not  a  prifon  feem  fo  formidable  to  you.  It  is 
true,  as  Chrift  told  Peter,  in  John  xxi.  18.  «  When  thou  waft  young, 
*<  thou  girdeft  thyfclf,  and  vi'alfcedfl  whither  thou  wq^Wil;  but 
^  ^>  wlieh  thou  ihalt  be  old,  thou  fca't  fh-etch  forth  thy  hands,  and 
*»  another  ihall  gird  thee,  and  carry  thee  whither  thou  wouldft  not." 
You  have  now  your  liberty  to  go  whither  you  will,  'and  it  is  a  pre- 
cious mercy  if  weti  improved;  the  birds  of  the  air  (as  one  faith)  had 
rather  be  in  the  woods  at  liberty,  though  lean  and  hungry,  than  ki  a 

S olden  cage  with  the  richcft  fare.     But  yet,  if  God  wiH  call  you  to 
eny  this  aMb  lor  Chrift,  fee  that  you  be  ready  to  be  bound  as  Paul 
nvas,  and  receive  the  chain  and  bonds  of  ChrHt  with  thankfgiiring  : 
'  To  which  end  ctmfider, 

1 .  That  the  affliftion,  in  fuch  cafes  of  reftraint,  i? more  from  with- 
5n,  than  from  without  you.  There  is  no  place  but  may  be  delegable 
to  you,  if  your  heart  be  heavenly,  and  the  prcfence  of  God  be  enga- 
gel  with  you.  What  a  fwcet  night  had  Jacob  at  Bethel !  Paul  and 
!!>ilasin  the  itocks  \  Sec  that  precrons  ietter  of  Pomponius  A^tritts. 
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^  Trm^utit  in  t^Ium  CSrjfii  pntfimHa  clai^rum  /    jL< 
^tad  faciei  csdo  ?  qtut  ceehtmjam  creat  aniro*        ' 

It  is  your  ewn  unbetsefand  impatieffcy  that  gives  you  mere  trouhU  than  '  ' 
the  fondiU9$i. 

2.  No  keeper  can  keep  the  comforter  from  you»^  if  you  be  the  Lord^t  y 
prifoneri^   A£b  xvi.    If  they  could  bar  out  the  Spirk  from  you*  it  1 
would  be  a  difoMi  ylaiKit  indeed :  But  ordioarilyj  there  the  faiati 
have  their  clearcft  xupons  rf  Gwtj  and  fweeteft  frlfence  of  the  Spirit. 
You  are  the  \jQiti!%frepnen^  whilft  raex!f%  prifonere :  All  the  world  caa*  r" 
not  djveft  you  of  the  Jate  of  liberty  Chrift  hath  jpurchafed  for  ypQ^  ^ 
John  viii.  36* 

3.  Though  a  prifon  looks  fad  and  difmal»  yet  it  is  not  helli  Oh 
blc&  God  for  that>  that  is  a  iad  prifon  indeed  I  BeloTed»  men  have 
^6sprifons^  and  God  hath  bn :  GoJ^s  prifon  is  ^terrible prifon  indeed^ 
thoufands  arenow  there  in  cbains*  L.P£t«.Iii«  19*  and  there  you  dp»  * 
ferved  to  have  been  fent  loi^  ago :  If  Ciod  exchange  an  bell  for  a 
pf^oth  have  you  any  caufe  to  complain  ? 

4.  How  obdurate  and  cruel  foever  i^en  are  to  you,  yet  the  Lord 
Jefiis  Is  kind  and  tender«heaited  to  his  prifoneri  /  he  puts  the  kind- 
nefles  that  any  Ihew  tl^m  upon  his  own  account*  Matth.  xxv.  36, 
^  He  looks  down  from  heaven  to  hear  the  iighicn  and  groanings  of 
«  his  prifoners/'  PfaU  dl  20.  He  will  tenderly  fympathize  with  you 
m  aQ  your  prifon^fircats  and  troubles^ 

5*  A  pr^on  hath  been  handfelled  and  perfumed  by  the  heft  and 
helieft  of  men  in  ^  ages,  i  Kims  xm,  27.  Jer.  xjKxti.  2.  Matth.  iv. 
12.  A^  V.  18.  and  xzvi.  10.  God  hath  made  it  a  fettled  yt&»/  of 
Hfcipline  to  them. 

6.  Should,  you,  to  avoid  a  prifon^  coounit  a  fin,  inftead  of  beiqg 
man's  pr'fomr^  you  (hall  be  clapt  up  by  God,  for  he  hath  ar  prHbn  &r 
your  fouls  even  in  this  world,  Pfal.  cxlii.  7.  And  this  is  ten  thou&nd 
times  «aore  dreadful  than  any  d^f^eon  in  the  world.  Oh  it  is  a  dart 
prifon  i  nothing  to  let  in  the  leaft  beam  ofGoSs  countenance  upon  your 
^oor  foieic.    What  a  fad  exchange  have  you  made  then  ? 

7.  Confider  what  a  ground  of  comfort  God  bath  laid  in  that  word» 
Rev.  ii.  10.  toobvbte  the  fears  and  terrors  incident  to  us  in  fuch  a 
condition :  Qod  hath  limited .  Satan  and  his  infiruments,  both  for 
time,  number,  and  all  circumftances  of  the  trial. 

8.  Laflly^  You  do  not  know  what  a  mercy  may  be  in  it :  It  may 
be  a  time  of  retirement  from  the  worlds  and  the  clamours  and  di^ 
tl-aAions  that  are  atkoad.  Thcfe  days  oJF  imprifonment  may  be  your 
holy-days  ;  as  a  prifoner  ^Chrift  once  called  tfaeni. 

4*  Get  an  heart  mortified  to  the^zceffive  and  inordinate  love  of 
life :  This,  I  confeft,  is  the  higbeft  and  hardeft  point  ^  felfodmial^ 
VaL>Vl>  H 

>     *  If  the  prefcnce  of  Chrtft  once  €hang;c4  a  prifon  into  a  kind  of  heaven,  what  will     * 
k  jo  in  hesm  hfdf,  vluch  ctcn  here  doth  nme  a  duoseon  like  heaven  } 
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becanfe  it  wraps  tip  all  ij^hft  J^-^ntireJlt  m  it*    Bot  yet  iMMiMer» 

i'lr^.  Though  life  be  very  dear,  yet  Jefiu  Chrift  is  ten  dioofand 
times  dearer  than  thy  life :  If  you  be  a  fainti  !?e  is  the  life  of  thy  life, 
and  the  length  of  thy  days ;  and  in  comparifbn  of  him  and  his  glo- 
ry, faints  ftould,  and  hav^  defpifed  and -flighted  their  Hves,  Luke 
xit,  26.  Rev.  xS.  II. 

Secondly i  Die  you  mud:  and  if  by  (hrinldng  from  Chrift  you 
ihould  protradl  a  miferable  fife  for  a  few  days  longer,  in  the  mean 
timetefing  that  v^hich  is  hetter  than  Itfe^  Pfal.  Ixiii.  3.  Matth.  x.  39. 
Oh  !  when  you  lie  upon. your  death-bed,  you  will  wi&tfaat  you  had 
obeyed  God's  call,  and  To  have  departed  in  peace. 

TiiirdS^,  If  you  have  cordially  covenanted  with  Chrift,  (as  all  fin* 

tere  believers  have  done),  then  you  have  yielded  up  your  lives  to 

'  him,  to  be  difpofed  of  for  his  glory,  Rom.  xiv.  7.    So  that,  look  as 

Chrift  both  lived  and  died  for  you  ;  foougbiyw  to  live  as  CbriA :  And 

all  the  excellency  you  fee  in  Ufe  confifts  in  that  reference  and  fub* 

ferviency  it  hath  to  his  glory.  I  fay  then,  if  you  have  underftandmg- . 

,  ly  and  cordially  tranfaAed  in  a  covenant»way  with  him,  your  care  will 

not  be  fo  much  how  to  fliun  death,  as  by  what  death  you  may  moft 

y    glorify  God,  John  xxi.  19.     And  cert»nly  you  can  never  lay  them 

down  upon  a  more  lionourable  or  comfortable  account  than  ia  his 

caufe,  and  for  his  fake.    It  was  a  great  trolible  to  Luther,  that  he 

carried  his  blood  to  his  grave. 

Fourthly^  To  die  for  Chrift,  is  one  of  the  htgheft  teftificati<ms  of 
your  love  to  Chrift  that  you  are  capable  of,  John  xiii.  37.     Yea,  it  is 
.  foch  a  teftiiication  of  your  love  to  the  Lord  Jefui>  as  angels  are  not 
capable  of  making. 

.    Fifthly f  Why  fliould. you  decline  even  a  violent  death  for  Chrift, 
^      when  at  the  bittemefs  of  death  is  paft,  and  there  ts  no  hell  following 
^epalehorfe  f  It  cannot  feparate  you  from  Chrift,  Rom.  viii.  38. 

iixthly^  Think  what  a  death  Chrift  fuffcred  for  you :  In  which  the 
folnefs  of  the  wrath  both  of  God  and  man  met  together,  fo  that  he 
was  fore  amazed  ;  yet  with  defire  did  he  defire  it  for  your  fakes. 

7.  Lafily^  Think  what  a  life  you  (hall  have  with  Chrift  as  foon 
as  this^  is  delivered  up^to,  and  for  him,  %  Tim.  ii.  12.  It  is  but  wink, 
and  you  (hall  fee  God. 

Oh  that  ^hefe  things  might  provoke  you  to  folk>w  on,  and  ply 
the  work  of  mortifirathn. 

—11—^1  III  t    I  m^— I 

CHAP.    XI. 

Wherein  is  opened  the  Jinguhr  advantage  that  /s^ering  faints  have  by 
their fiill  and  i^gfA  inSo  the  methods  and  mySeries  of  Satan^s  tempia- 
tians  f  fatne  oftl»fe  wuiUs  of  Satan  opened^  and  rules  fir  the  avoiding  of 
the  danger  briefiy  preforibed. 

THE  hazards  and  dangers  of  Chriftians  in  times  of  perfeettf  ion» 
^e  not  fo  inucb  from  their  fuffinings,  as  frrai  the  tempta- 
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tioos  Hxik  dwajs  attend^  zmi  are  faf  Satan  planted  Bpcn  their  iiiflb^ 
iDgs :  for  the  moft  part,  fufferings  and  temptations  go  together,  Heb».  . 
zi.  VI.     And  therefore  it  behoves  fuch  as  are,  or  expe£l  to  be  called  ! 
to  jfufiertngs,  to  dive  into  the  mTfteries  of  temptations,  and  be  weUl  ^ 
acquainted  with  the  enem/s  deiigns  upon  them.    So  was  Paul,  and  ' 
fohe  fttppofes  all  others  to  be  that  engage  in  the  fame  canfe :  <<  We 
*'  are  not  ignorant  of  his  devices/'  a  Cor.  ii.  1 1.    There  is  a  manl^ 
fold  advantage  redounding  to  fufiering  faints  thereby. 

1.  He  that  is  well  acquainted  with  the  methods  of  temptattOQi 
will  be  bettor  able  to  defoy  the  firft  approaches  and  beginnings  of  it,  I 
and  a  temptation  difcovered,  is  more  than  half  conquered.  It  is  a  i]^ 
fpecial  artifice  of  Satan  to  (huffle  in  his  temptations  as  nndiicerniblf 
as  may  be  into  the  (bul;  for  he  knows,  that  *<  in  vain  is  the  net 
«*  fprcad  in  the  fight  of  any  bird,"  Prov.  §•  17.  And  therefore  Jie 
ordinarilj  makes  a  fufiering  feafon  to  be  a  tempting  feaibn ;  becaufe 
fu&rings,  like  fire  to  iron,  make  it  imprefiive  uid  operable,  they  do 
ordinarily  put  the  foul  into  an  hurry  and  diifaraAion,  and  £0  gives  him 
an  advantage  to  tempt  the  ibnl  with  left  fufpicion  and  greater  fucceis* 
But  BOw^  a  ikilful  Chrifiian  that  is  acquainted  with  his  wiles,  will 
diicem  when  he  begins  to  mtir  into  timptaiion  g  as  Chrift's  expoeffion 
is,  Luke  xxii.  46.  And  fo  check  thctemptation  in  its  firft  rife  wheo^ 
it  Is  weakeft,  and  raoft  eafily  broken.  Dbubtleis  one  res^on  why  (o> 
many  bXl  by  temptation  is,  becaufe  it  is  got  within  themj  and  hath 
prevailed  lat*  before  it  be  difcovered  to  be  a  temptation. 

a.  He  that  is  well  acquainted  with  Satan's  methods  of  teoplirig^ 
win  not  only  diiccrn  it  foonor  than  another  ;  bat  alfo  kno|¥$ .  1^ 
work  and  duty,  and  how  to  manage  the  conBiA  with  it»  which  i&  a 
great  matter^  There  are  many  poor  fouls  that  labour  under  ftroag 
temptatfensj  and  know  not  #bat  to  do :  They  go  up  and  down  amw 
plaining  from  Chriftian  to  Chriftian,  whtift.  the  jiKlicious  Chrifttan  ' 
plies  to  the  throne  rf grace  with  ftrong  cries,  liee  a  Cop,  zii.  8.. keeps  '' . 
up  his  watch,  tvke  xxii.  46,  countermines  the  tf^mptation,  by  afiauk- 
ing  that  corruption,  by  endeavours  of  mortification^  which  Satan  aflauUa 
by  temjiation,  1  Cor.  ix>  27. 

3.  Laftly,  To  naine  no  more)  he  that  is  b^  a|:quainted  with  the 
ffjflery  of  temptation,  and  can  maintain  his  ground  a^ainft  it,  he  (hall  be 
toe  perfevenng  Chriftian  under  perfcutiomj  ^od  the  vidorious  Chri& 
tian  over  ^em.  Here  lies  the  main  defign  of  Satan,  in  ralfing  perie^; 
cmion  againft  the.  faints.  It  is  not  {6  much  thdr  blood  that  he  thirft- 
eth  after,  as  their  fall  by  temptation :  and  all  perfecntions  are  defign** 
ed  by  him  to  introduce  his  temptattons.  Thefe  work  upon  our  fear, 
and  fear  drives  us  Into  his  trains  and  fnares,  Prov.  xxix«  25.  The 
devirs  iirork  in  raifing  perlecution,  is  but  as  the  fowler's  work  m  beat* 
ing  the  bufll  in  the  nighty  when  the  net  is  fpread  to  take  the  birds, 
which  he  can  afiright  out  of  their  coverts.  He  that  nnderftands  this^  . 
is  not  eafiiy  moved  by  the  firongeft  oppofitiooj  from  his  place  and 
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dotf  (  ami  fir  «&e  to  prove  the  MoftcMftaAtsoKliaiiQabfe 
tian  m  times  of  perfixution. 

Oh  I  then^  how  necefliry  is  k,  that  fince  all  perfecotions  are.  in- 
tended as  means  to  promote  temptalion^  and  that  Ikill  and  mfight 
into  thefe  defignt.  of  Satan  fe  advantages  as  to  froftrate  hk  defigns 
in  both?  I  fxji  hoar  noceflarj  is  it  that  you  iboold  be  all  inftruOed 
wherein  the  ftrecgth  of  temptatioit  lies}  as  aUb  how  to  refift  thofe 
(  ftrong  and  dangevoos  temptations^  which  yonr  fufferings  only  are  in* 
tended  to  ufber  tn»  and  make  way  for  ? 

tt  win  not  be  anfeaibnabk  or  imperrinentj  theSf  in  this  chapter, 
to  ihew  you»  Fiffi%  Wherein  the  force  and  efficacy  of  temputioa 
lieth;  Stcondlyy  What  yon  ^»t.  to  do,  when  in  a  fufiering  hour  fuck 
temptation  (hall  a£&ult  yon.     And  firft^ 

^Mjl?.  Wherein  doth  the  efficacy  and  power  of  temptation  lie  i 

fisfc  I  anfwer>  It  lia  principaUy  in  three  things. 

I.  In  the  kind  artd  nature  of  the  temptation. 
^  .  II.  In  the'craft  and  policy  of  S^tan  in  managing  it. 

III.  In  that  fecret  correfpoM^ncy  that  Satan  haib  with  our  cor* 
raptions. 

I.  It  lies  in  the  kind  amd  nature  of  the  temptation  itfelf  (.  for  it  is 
moft  certaiBf  that  att  temptations  are  not  filikc  forcible  and  danger**^ 
ous.  Some  are  ordinarily  more « fucceftfiU  than  othersj  and  fuch  are 
theft  that  folb^ir. 

1.  Strange  aad  unnfualtemptationa^  I  mean  not  fuch  as  none  have 
haan  tioabkd  with  before  us|  ibr  there  is  not  a  dart  in  Satan's 
fuivcr,  bat  hath  been  let  Ay  at  the  breafts  of  other  fainiu,  before  it 
was  krellcd  at  ours»  i  Cor.  z.  13.  But  by  iliraog^  and  unufual,  I 
aaean  fo^h  as  the  people  of  God  are  but  rarely  troobl^  with,  and 
poffibty  we  were  never  exerciied  with  before,     Theie  are  the  moro 

"dangerous^  becaufc  they  daunt  and  aauia;e  the  fool»  and  ordinarily  be* 
set  defpondencyt  even  as  fbme  fbrange  difeafe  would  do  that  we 
know  not  what  to  make  of|  nor  can  learn  that  others  ha\(e  been 
ikko£ 

2.  Mark  them  for  moft  dangerous  temptations,  that  arc  adapted 
and  fiiited  to  your  proper  fin,  or  ivil C9fj/Htutwrt :  ^or  certainly  tluit  is 
the  moft  dangerous  crifis  of  temptation  when  it  tries  a  man  there. 
NoW)  if  he  be  not  truly  graciousi  he  falls  by  the  root  irrecoverably, 
Luke  zxii.  5,  6.  Or  if  fioccrei  yet  without  fpccial  afiiftai^f,  and 
extraordinary  vigilaDoCf  he  £41a  icandalouily»  %  Sam.  xi*  2.  compared 
with  I  Sam.  xvi.  i2. 

3*  When  ft  ib  z  fpiritual  UmfMion^  which  rifes  undifcernibly  out 

.  of  the  Chri^an's  duties.     This  is  the  lefs  fufpeAed,  becaufe  lempta* 

tkms  ttfiially  come  from  the  ftrength  and  Uvelinefs  o( corruptisns ;  but 

this,  from  the  flaughter  and  con^uefts  we .  make  of  them. .  Duties, 

,    and  enlargements  in  them,  which  are  the  poifon  of  other  lulls,  prove 

the  food  and  faci  df  thiSf  i  Cor.  iv.  7»  8,    And' bow  much  the  more 
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eovert  and  dofe  any  temptadon  is,  by  lb  mnch  the  more  dai^ijaovi  >) 

itis. 

il.  The  ftrength  and  efficacy  of  temptation  lies  much  in  the^  ikiD 
and  policy  of  Satan  in  the  management  of  it :    And  hence  they  are 
called  wiksi  methods^  and  devices,  2  Cor.  ii.  li.Eph.vi.  fi.  and  ^^ 
himfclf  an  old  ferpent,  Rev.  xii.  9.     And  among  the  reft  of  his 
deep  and  defperale  ftratagems  thefe  folloinng  are  remarkable. 

1 .  In  employing  fuch  inilrumants  to  manage  hiff  temptations  as  are    ^ 
kaft  fufpef^ed,  and  hayc  the  greateft  influence.     A  Teacher^   GaL  iL 
14.  jfvflfe^  Gen  iii.  6.  Job  ii.  9.  Friends^  A£ts  xzi.  13.     The  devil 
knows  it  is  a  bad  bufir.^fs,  and  therefore  mnft  make  the  beft  of  it  ^      , 
PauFs  foreft  trial  was  by  his  deareft  friends. 

2.  In  the  orderly  difpofttlon  and  ranging  of  his  temptatioQSi,  begin- 
aing  with  little  things  firft,  and  then  by  degrees  working  over  to  ) 
greater.     His  firft  motions  are  commonly  moft  modefti  cSsn.  iii.  i.  ' 
ShouHTie  dilcover  the  depth  of  his  defign  at  firft,  it  would  ftartle  the  ** 
fouly  and  make  it  reply  as  Hazael,  <<  Am  la  dog  thai  I  (houTd  do 

<'  thus  ?"  It  is  far  eaCer  to  g^n  his  end  by  parts,  than  puttiag  for  aU 
at  once. 

3.  In  endeavouring  toengage  the  foul  upon  his  own  ground.  I  mean 
to  tempt  him  from  his  ftation  and  duty  where  God  lets,  and  ezpe£b 
to  find  him.  He  knows  while  you  are  with  God,  God  is  with  you,  t  "^ 
Chron.  xv.  2*  Whilft  a  man  abides  there,  he  abides  with  God,  I 
Cor.  vii.  24.  "Wbilft  he  is  there,  the  promifc  is  a  good  breaft-work 
fo  keep  off  atl  his  darts :  And  therefore,  as  filbers,  when  they  havo 
{pread  thcur  nets  in  the  river,  beat  the  the  fiihes  out  of  their  coverts 
and  caverns  ;  fo  doth  Satan. 

4.  Id  DOt.prefentiQjl'^the  temptation,  till  the  feul  be  prepared  t^ 
receive  it.     He  loves  to  ftrike  when  the  iron  b  hot.    He  firft  leti    : 
their  troubles  come  to  an  height,  brings  them  to  the  prifbuj  gibbet^ 
or  fire,  and  then  offers  them  deliverance,  Heb.  xi.  35,  37. 

5.  In  tiring  our  fouls  with  a  long  continuance  of  temptations. 
What  he  cannot  win  by  a  Judden  Jlorm  he  hopes  to  gain  by  a  Udkus  \ 

fiege.  Forty  days  together  he  afiaulted  the  Captain  of  our  falvation, 
Mark  i.  13.  And  truly  it  is  a  wonder  the  foul  yields  not  at  laft,  that 
hath  been  tried  long,  Pfal.  cxxv.  3.  "When  the  rod  of  the  wicked 
*<  lies  lon^  upon  the  back  of  the  righteous^  it  is  much  if  he  put  not 
"  forth  his  hand"  to  iniquity." 

6.  In  falling- moft  violently  iqion  them*  when,  they  are  Idweft  and 
moft  proftrate  in  their  fpirits  and  comforts  :  So  he  afinalted  Job  with 
a  temptation,  tc  curfe  God  anddie^  when  he  fat  in  that  deplorable  ftate 
upon  the  dunghill.  Job  ii.  8,' 9.  He  loves  to  fall  upon  us,  as  Simeon  '^ 
and  Levi  did  upon  the  Shechemites,  when  we  are  fore  and  wounded: 
And  therefore  ordinarily  you  find  times  of  divine  d^/ertions  to  be  times  \ 
of^^aboScal taaplatJmi.,^So  that,  look,  as  the  wild  beafts  of  the  defart 
come  out  of  their  dens  in  the  oighti  and  then  roar  after  tl^eir  prey^ 
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,  Pfai.dv.  20.  ib  doth  Satan,  when  the  foul  feems  to  be  benighted  and 
-'^  loft  in  the  darknefs  of  fpiritual  troubles. 

'And  this  is  the  fecond  thing  >¥herein  the  efficacy  and  firength  of 
temptation  lies. 

III.  Laftly,  It  lies  in  that  fecret  correfpondency  Satan*  holds  urith 
our  bofom  enemies.  Were  it  not  for  this  doniejlic  traitor^  he  could  not 
iurprizi^  us  io  eafily :  As  you  fee  iii  Chrift ;  he  could  do  nothing  be* 
caufe- he  found  nothing  to  fallen  a  temptation  on.  He  was  like  a 
chryfial  giafs  filled  with  pure  fountain  water :  So  tha{  though  he 
fhould  have  been  agitated  and  (haken  never  fo  much  by  temptation, 
yet  no  filthy  fedlment  could  appear;  but  now  we  have  an  enemy 
within  that  holds  intelligence  with  Satan  without  \  and  this  would 
jprovc  a  deini  to  us,  if  there  were  no  other  devil  to  tempt  us,  Jam.  i. 
14,  15.  It  is  a  fountain  of  temptation  in  itfelf.  Matth.  xv.  uj,  and 
the  chief  inflrument  by  which  Satan  doth  all  his  temptbg  work^ 
a  Pet.  i,  4. 

Our  feveral  pafiions  and  affections  are  the  handles  of  l^is  t^mpta- 
•  ^   tions.   '£very  thing,  faith  Epi^etus,  hath  }vo  \aj?ft(,  twb  handles  to 
take  it  by.     Our  affections  are  the  handles  of  our  fouls.     The  temp- 
.    tation  of  felf-confidence  and  pride  takes  hold'of  a  daring  and  for- 
ward difpofition,  the  temptation  of  apoftafy  upon  a  timorous  difpofi- 
'    tion,  &c.     Thcfe  inbred  lufts  go  over  to  the  enemy  in  the  day  of 
battle,  and  fight  againft  the  ibul,  i  Pet.  u.  1 1.    This  is  a  more  dan- 

ferous  enemy  than  the  deviL  It  is  true  they  both  work  againft  us, 
ut  with  a  double  difference.  Satan  works  ixterfmlly  and  objeBively  ,. 
but  luft  internally  zai  pMically^  u  e.  quoad  mater  ale ^  as  it  is  capable  of 
pbyfical  efficiency.  "  Sin  wrought  in  me  all  manner  of  contupi- 
•«  fcence,'*  Rom.  vii.  8.  Yea,  it  is  a  fubtle  enemy  that  doth  hisbufi- 
xxefs  politicly,  Rom.  vil.  1 1.  Sin  deceived  me  i  it  betrajrs  with  a  kift, 
firangleswith  zfdken  halter ^  Htb.  ii.  13.  Eph.  vii.  22.  Thcfe  be  his 
agents  fitting  at  the  coundl-table  in  our  own  breafts,  and  there  carrying 
on  his  defigns  effectually  :  Yea,  it  is  the  reftlefs  and  perpetual  ene- 
my, no  ridding  your  hands  of  him.  Satan  is  fometimes  put  to  flight 
by  refiftance,  Jam.  iv.  7.  and  fometimes  ceafes  his  temptations,  Luke 
iv.  13.  But  when  he  ceafeth  to  tempt  and  injeB^  this  ceafeth  not  to 
irritate  and  folicit  \  where  we  are,  it  will  be ;  it  is  our  (ad  lot  to  be 
tied  to  it,  and  perpetually  affaulted  by  it,  Rom.  vii.  24.  Wc  may  fay 
of  it  as  Hannibal  faid  of  Marcellus,  that  it  is  never  quiet,  whether 
a  conqueror f  or  conquered  ;  yea,  ft  is  a  potent  enemy  too,  it  hauls  men 
away  to  the  commiffion  of  fin,  Jam.  i.  14.  it  feizeth  the  magazine  of- 
the  foul,  and  delivers  up  the  arms,  I  mean  the  meml>ers,  to  be  ot^« 
tfiixiaqy  weapons  of  unrighteoufnefi. 

Thus  you  fee  wherein  the  efficacy  and  power  of  temptation  con- 

fifts.     And  it  mightily  concerns  you  that  are,,  or  expeCt  to  be  fufier- 

ers  for  Chrlft,  to  be  acquainted  with  thefe  things,  and  know  where 

the  ftrength  of  your  enemy  lies. 

But  how  fliall  the  fufiering  faint  fo  manage  bimfelf  in  a  fuflferlng 
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hoQTt  as  not  to  be  captivated  b^  temptations  ?  This  brings  me  upon 
the  fecond  thing  I  promifed ;  viz.  to  prefcribe  fome  rule«  for  the  e& 
caping  or  conquering  of  thofe  temptations  that  are  incidental  to  a 
fufiering  ftate.     And  drfk, 

1.  Rulr,  Labour  tp.cut  oflTthe  advantages  of  temptations  before  ^ 
they  come.  It  is^ur  inordinate  love  to  life,  eftate,  liberty,  and.e^t  : 
thatjpves  the  temptations  lb  much  flrength  upon  us.  Do  not  over-  . 
value  them,  and  you  will  more  eafily  part  from  them.  Rev.  xii.  ii»  ^ 
0  mortify  felf-love^  and  creature-love ;  let  jour  heart  be  looiened 
and  weaned  fron>  them^  and  then  the  temptation  hath  loft  its 
ftrength. 

2.  RuU.  Secure  to  yourfelves  an  tntereft  in  the  l^eavenly  gloiy. 
When  once  you  clearly  fee  your  propriety  in  the  kingdom  above,  you 
will  fet  the  lighter  and  lower  by  all  things  on  earth.  That  is  a  preg« 
nant  text  to  this  purpofe,  Heb.  x.  34.  It  is  our  darknels  and  uncer- 
tainties about  thofe  that  make  us  cling  ib  faft  to  thefe. 

3.  Rule.  Settle^ this  principle  in  your  heart  as  that  which  you  will    ^^ 
never  depart  fi-om,  that  it  is  better  for  you  to  fall  into  any  fuffering,   | 
than  into  the  lead  fin,  Heb.  xi.  24,  25.     This  all  will  acknowledge,  ^ 
bat  how  kw  praAife  it !  Oh  vthat  you  would  praAically  underftand  ' 
and  receive  it  1  Suffering  is  but  a  refpeBlve^  external^  and  temporal  evU^ 
hdi'Gn  »  an  univerfal,  internal,  and  everlaftii:^  evil. 

.4..  Rule*  Believe  that  God  hath  curfed  and  blaftedall  the  ways  of  *^ 
fin,  that  they  ihall  never  be  a  Ihelter  to  any  foul  that  flies  for  refuge   ^ 
to  them,  Markvvui.  35.  Prov.  xiii.  15.    The  way  of  tranfgreflbw 
is  a  hard  and  difficult  way.    There  is  no  fecurity  in  the  way  of  ini- 
quity.   He  that  runs  from  fufiering  to  fin,  runs  m>m  the  feeming  to 
the  real  danger ;  from  the  painted  to  the  living  lion. 

5.  Rule.  lave  up  to  this  principle,  that  there  is  no  policy  like  fin-»  • 
ccrity  and  godly  Cmplicity.    This  will  preferve  and  (ecure  you  when 
carnal  wifdon>  will  expofe  and  betray  you.    Ffal.  xxv.  2.  Job  ii.  3. 
Sinful  policy  pever  thrives  with  faints. 

6.  Kule»  Cpniider  fadly  what  the  confequence  ofyielding.up  your- 
fcrlves  to  temptations  wiU  be  :  The  name  of  God  will  be  dreadfully 
reprbached«  2  Sam»  xii.  14-  A  fatal  iVumbling-block  is  laid  before 
the  blind  world,  i  Sam.  ii.  36,  The  hearts  of  many  upright  ones 
made  &d,,Pfal*  zxv.  3.  The  fall  of  a  profeilbr  is  as  when  a  itandard- , 
bearer  fiujiteth;  and  a  dreadful  wound  it  will  be  to  thine  own  con- 
fcience,  2  Cor.  ii.  7.  Matth.  ^ptv.  76.  One  hour's  ikep  of  fecurity 
may  ke<^  you  many  days  and  nights  waking  upcm  the  rack  of  horror* 

7 .  Rule,  Never  engage  a  temptation  in  your  own  ftrength,  but  go   ^ 
forth  agatnft  it  trembling  in  yourfelves,  and  relying  on  Divine  aids 
and  affiftances,  Eph.  vi.  10.     What !  are  you  to  grapple  with  fpi- 
rits,  to  enter  ihe  lifts  with  principalities  2nd  powers  ?  Or  what  is  your 
ftrength  that  you  fliould  liope  ? 

8.  Rtie^  Let  the  days  of  your  temptation  be  days  of  ftrong  cries  ^ 
and  fupplications.    Thus  did  Paul,  2  Cor.  xii.  8«  Ffal.  cix..4-   ^^^ 
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t)eftpo{hire  to  wreftle  with  temptation,  is  upon  your  knees. 

9.  Rule.  Dvrell  upon  the  cdnfideration  of  thofe  choice  encourage- 
'meiits  God  hath  laid  up  in  the  world  for  fuch  a  time.  As,  ,(i.) 
Though  he  give  Satan  leave  to  tempt  you>  yet  you  are  ftill  in  bis  "band 
toprcferve  you,  D^ut.  xxxiii.  3.  John  x.  28.  (a  )  That  whilft  Sa- 
tan is  fifting  and  trying  you  on  earth,  Chrift  is  interceding  for  you  in. 
"heaven,  Luke  xxii.  31,  3  a.  (3.)  That  an  eternal  reward  is  laid  up 
for  thofe  that  overcome,  Luke  xxii.  28,  29.  Rev.  xxi.  7,  8.  And 
now  is  this  reward  to  be  won  or  loft. 

£^(^,  Be  content  till  God  open  a  door  out  /of  your  temptations,  .1  1 
Cor*  X,  13.  The  time  of  tjic  promi(e  will  come,  Afts  vii.  17.  Wsut 
ifer  it,  though  It  Urry^  and  fecm  to  be  deferred  ;  in  the  end  it  will 
IpeA,  and  not  lie,  Hab.  ii.  3.  ^There  was  a  fecret  door  in  the  ark, 
lihougb  it  could  not  be  fcen  wKHfl "the  waters  prevailed T^nd  fo 
tbere  is  in  all  your  temptations,  though  at  prefent  it  be  not  difcernlble 
,by  you.  * 

'    And  thus  I  have  brought  you  one  ftep  nearer  to  PauPs  blefled 
frame*    O  give  diUeence  to  make  yourfclves  ready  for  fufferings* 


CHAP.  XU. 

Sietvethf  that  a  choice  fart  of  cur  f  reparation  and  readinefs  forfi^eringf 
ton/jBs  in  the  improvement  of  our  praying  abilities^  and  keeping  cloje  nvith 
God  in  that  heavenly  and  excellent  duty  in  days  offuffcritigi  wherein  o/- 
fois  opened  the  naltwri  und  means  of  its  improvement. 

T^RAYER  is  fud  to  be  amongft  duties,  as  faith  is  amongfft  the 
jr'  graces.  Doubtlefs  it  is.of  fpecial  ufe  and  lervicc  at  all  times  to 
aChrlftian  :  But  yet  in  fuffering  days  it  is  of  more  than  ordinary  ufe 
and  neceflity,  Heb.  iv.  16.  James  v.  13.  And  therefore  it  is  rec- 
kon^ among  thofe  choice  pieces  of  armour,  which  fufi^ring  faints 
are  to  put  on,  Eph.  vi.  18.  I  will  here  briefly  difcover  the  ncceflity 
of  it,  and  then  'fliew  you  that  a  Clirif^ian  may  impr^e  bimfelf  to 
an  excellent  degree  in  it ;  and,  laftiy,  prefcribe  fome  means  for  an 
improvement. 

The  neceffity  of  it  to  a  fuffering  faint  will  demonfirattvely  appear, 
if  you  confider, 

I.  That  this  duty  is  the  otitkt  of  troubles,  and  the  beft  way  the 
poor  ChriiHan  hath  to  eafe  his  heart  when  furcharged  with  fbrrovr. 
Griefs  are  eafed  by  groans.  Such  evaporations  diiburden  and  cool  the 
heart,  as  the  opening  of  a  vain  in  fome  cales  doth.  Oh  the  feniible 
eafe  that  comes  in  this  way  I  When  grief  in  the  mind^  Kke  vapours- 
in  the  air,  are  condenfed  into  black  clouds  that  overfpread  the  foul, 
and  darken  that  beautiful  light  that  once  (hone  there,  then  prayer, 
like  the  fun,  difpels  and  fcatters  them,  i  Sam.  i.  18.  Many  a  faint^ 
by  prayer,  hath  fucked  the  breaft  of  a  promifei  and  then  fell  afleep  by 
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Diviec  contdntmokt  in  tiie  hofom  of  God»    A  tiiiie  nOj  come 
when  thy  heart  is  rddj  to  break  with  troubtej  and  not  a  finiend  to  ^ 
whom  thou  canft  open  and  eafe  ity  and  then  blefied  be  God  fer  pra^  « 
cr,  Micah  vli.  5,  6, 7.    That  which  fiolw  others  is>  that  whea  troo- ' 
bles  fill  and  oircrvheha  theFr  lifiart$».  thc^  ttj  what  reafim,  xneny 
campany»  or  ovitward  comforts  <:aiLda:  £ub  alas  J  this  is  to  ptDiatlie  ,y 
;ratfe,  it  returns  again  njth  the  more  violence:  But  praT^er  mes  fen*  : 
fibte  relief,  Pial,  m.  lit/e^jbh.  Uil  8,  ^Rir.  (i.)  This  iqpens  and  I 
gtyes  a  vent  to  troubles,  Jer.  xx«  i2.    (a.)  It  gives  our  tronUes  ia  { 
(liTeriioni  and  fo  a  cure,  Pfal.  v.  i.  ana  the  laft  verfe  coippore^*  \ 
Yea,  (3.)  By  praying  over  ^hem,  they  are  not  only  diverted,  but  / 
fan£tified,  and  fo  ce^e  to  be  dlftraAing,  or  deftroying  troubles. 

2.  As  it  gives  a  vent  to  our  troubles,  fo  an  in-iet  to  unfpeakstble 
com£arts  and  confohtions.  See  a  prej^oant  inftance  of  this,  A£b  vA* 
25.  For,  (i.)  Hereby  they  obtain  gracious  anfwers  ji-oin  the  Lord  • 
concermng  their  trouble^,  2  Cor.  xSi.  9.  In  thb  alfo  they  meet  the 
gracious  failles  oJF  God,  which  fwa)low  up  their  troubles,  Pfal.  Ixxxv. 
8.  And,  laftly,  hereby  they  prevail  with  God  to  open  a  (eafonaUe  / 
and  effedoal  door  o\it  pf  all  thdr  troubles^  Ft^ka  zxxiv.  4,  6. 

3.  Prayer  begfits.Aod  ouintainsi  holy  courage  and  magnaniniity  In 
evil  time^  When  all  thipgs  about  yon  tend  to  difcouragement,  it  is  ' 
your  being  with  Jefus  that  makes  you  bold,  A£b  iv.  13.  He  that 
ufes  to  be  before  a  great  God,  will  not  be  afraid  to  look  fiich  little 
things  as  men  are  in  the  face.  The  woman  clothed  with  the  fun* 
had  the  moon  under  her  feet.  And  what  need  you  have  qf  coutag^ 
in  evil  tildes,  hath  besen  already  fhewed. 

4.  This  is  a  duty  you  may  perform  at  any  time,  or  m  any  condl* 
tion :  No  adverfary  can  cut  you  off  bom  it.  It  cannot  be  faid  f6  of 
many  other  duties.  None  can  hinder  the  intercourfe  betwixt  bea^ 
ven  and  your  fouls  :  You  may  perform  it  in  a  pnfon,  AAb  xvi.  25. 
in  abaniflied  condition,  Pfal.  Izi*  2.  And  fo  is  fitted  for  a  fuffcring  -- 
condition.  .    « 

L^j,  Tou  muft  ftrive  to  excel  in  this,  forafmocb  as  no  grace 
within,  or  fervice  without,  can  thrive  without  it.  God  Jbath  ordatn* 
ed  the  whole  work  of  grace  to  grow  up  to  perfeftion  this  way,  Judg. 
3CUC.  20.  He  wiU  .have  all  mercies  fetched  out  .this  way,  Ezek.  xxxvi. 
37.  Jer.  XXIX.  I  f,  12,  13.  '  All  that  comes  from  God  to  you,  or  to 
ydu  from  God»  .vavA  eome  in  this  channel.  Be  convinced  then  of 
the  need  you  have  to  improve  yourfelves  herein,  as  ever  you  hope  to 
ibndintbei^itSda^. 

S^it  how  an6  thdfe  praying  abilities  capable  of  improvement  in  the 
people  pf  God  ? 

Fcaying  aUlities  are  either  external  and  4xwunon,  or  elfe  internal 
and  (pecial.  The  external  and  common  ability  is  nothing  eUe  but! 
that  dexterity  aiid  94U\men  get  to  exprefs  themfeNes  to  God  in  pray- 
AT.  Tims  maoy  can  put  their  meaning  into  apt  and  decent  expreffionsi 

Vol.  VI.  I 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


66  Pnpanfions  fir  Stfferings:  or, 

to  v^iich  the  Spirit  fometioies  adds  bisf  common  touches  apon  t!ie 
.  affedions.     And  this  hypocrites  reft  on,  and  glory  in.     Or  clfe  they 
^  are  Ipecial  and  intemali  whereby  men  are  enabled  to  pour  out  their 
*lbuls  totk^d  in  a  gracious  manner.     And  this  may  be  confidercd  ei- 
ther in  the  habit  or  the  aft.    The  habit  is  given  by  the  Spirit,  when 
/  the  principles  of  grace  are  firft  infufed  into  the  ibul,  Zech.  xii.  lo. 
'  Aftsix;  Tf.    By  being  fan^ified  we  are  made  near,  and  by  afting 
0  thofe  prtficfptes  in  prayer  we  are  faid  to  draw  near,  Pfal.  x.  17.  Now 
in  our  aAual  drawing  near  to  God,  the  Spirit  hath  the  chief  and 
/    principal  hand :  And  his  affiftance  therein  is  threefold. 

I.  He  excites  the  heart  to  the  duty  $  it  is  be  that  whirpers  to  the 
foul  to  draw  nigh  to  God,  Pfalm  xxvii.  8. 

•    2.  He  fuggcfts  the  matter  of  our  prayers,  and  furnifhes  «s  with  the 
materials,  Rom.  viii.  26.  guiding  us  as  to  the  matter,  not  only  to 
/  what  is  lawful,  but  alio  to  what  is  expedient  for  us. 

3.  He  ftirreth  up  fuitable  affeAions  in  prayer,  Rom.  i^iii.  26* 
And  hence  thofe  groans  and  tears,  thofe  gafpings  and  vehement  anhc- 
ktioB.  But  notwithftanding  all  our  abilities,  both  habitual  and  ac- 
tual, be  from  the  Spiritf'and  not  from  ourlelves,  yet  are  they  capable 
of  improvement  by  us :  For  though  in  reipe£t  of  acquirement,  there  be 
a  great  difierence  betwixt  natural  and  fupematural  habits,  yet  thek 
improrement  is  in  the  fame  way  and  manner  i  and  this  improvement 
may  be  made  divers  ways:  For, 

Fir/l,  Though  you  have  the  Spirit,  and  can  pray,  yet  you  may 
learn  to  pniy  more  humbly  than  before :  Though  you  rife  no  higher 
as  to  words,  yet  you  may  learn  to  lay  yourfelves  lower  before  the 
Lord,  ^  AUFaliam  and  Ezra  did.  Gen.  xviii.  27.  Ezra  ix.  6. 

Secondly f  Yo«  may  learn  to  pray  with  more  fincerity  than  former- 
ly:  Ah  I  there  is  much  hypocrify  zi\6  formality  in  our  prayers y  much 
of  ctkftom,  tec.  Now  you  may  learn  to  pour  out  more  cordial frayeri, 
See  Pfal.  xvil  i.  PfaL  cxix.  10. 

Tbirdtyj  You  may  learn  to  pray  with  more  zeal  and  eamefVnefs 
than  before :  Some  faints  have  excelled  and  been  remarkable  for  this. 
Pan.  ix.  ip.'Hofea  xii.  4.  James  v..  16 

Fourthly^  With  more  afiiduicy  and  readinefs  at  all  times  for  it^ 
£phef.  vi.  x8.  Praying  always,  with  ali^rayer.  Hence  Chrifl  gives 
that  commendation  to  the  church.  Cant.  iv.  11.  «  Thy  lips,  O  tny 
**  fpoufe,  drop  as  the  lioncy-comb."  The  h<mey*comb  often  dr(^Sj 
but  always  hangs  full  of  drops  ready  to  fall. 

'  ^iftf^h*  ^^"  °^^y  \t9xn  to  pray  with  more  faith :  Oh  the  qualtns 
of  unbelief  that  go  over  our  hearts  in  a  duty ;  faith  is.the  foul  of  pray« 
cr,  and  according  to  the  faith  God  finds  in  them,  he  accepts  and 
values  them.  Now  in  all^hefe  things  you  may  improve  yourfiUVcs 
abundantly. 

i^.By  bdng  more  firequent  in   the  duty,  Job  xxii.  21.  ^  Ac- 
<f  quaint  tbyfi^  with  the  Ahnighty  *,''  in  the  Hebrew  it  is^  accufitnu 
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tljjt^z  Thore  that  have  been  excelled  have  aUb  been  abondsmt  io  -^^ 
it,  Pfeu  XV.  17. 

2.  'By  taking  heed  that  you  grieve  not  the  Spirify  on  wli^ie  JdAu- 
eoces  and  ajGSflances  you  ib  intirely  depend :  £ven  as  nvB^h  ^  a  ^^ 
£^"3oth  upon  the  gales  of  wind  for  its  motion. 

3.  By  honouring  the  Spirit  which  enables  you  to  pray^  and  that  , 
efpeciaUy  two  ways  \  (i.)  By  dependence  on  him ;  g^  not  forth  in 
your  own  ftresgth  to  the  duty^  truft  not  to  your  own  promptnefs,  or  \ 
preparatibm*  (2.)  By  retumingt  and  with  thankfulnefs  afcribing  the  '| 
pratfe  of  all  to  him  \  be  humble  under  all  enlargements :  fay^  '^ot  If  I 
hut  grace, 

4.  By  fearching  your  own  hearts,  and  ezamming  your  neceffities  . 
and  wants,  when  you  draw  nigh  to^  Qq^\,  this  will  pe  a  fountain  of  ,\ 
matter,  and  ^ve  you  a  deep  refentment  of  the  worth  of  mercies  pray^*  / 
cd  for. 

5.  Laiily,  By  looking  more  at  the  ezerciie  of  graces,  and  left  at 
the  diftovery  of  parts ;  bjr  labouring  for  impreiHons   more,  and  J 
pum^g  for  expreffions  leis*     And  thus  I  have  briefly  (hewed  you    ^ 
how  to  fumifli  yourfelves  with  this  needhil  qualification  alio. 


CHAR-XIII. 

Wherein  isjbewedthe  neceffity  of  going  nut  ofwrfeives^  even  nahen  our  ha* 
hitua/  and  oBual  preparathns  are  at  the  greate/l  height ;  and  depending 
as  con/fanilj  and  entirely  upon  the  Spirit^  ivho  is  Lord  of  all  gracious 
influences^  as  if  we  had  done  nothing  r  Together  tvith  the  means  ef 

%poriing  the  heart  tafuch  a  frame. 

* 

THUS  you  have  (een  your  habitual  a^d  a£hial  readineis  for  fuf- 
ferings,  and  blefled  is  the  foul  that  gives  diligence  to  this 
work :  But  now  left  all  that  I  fiave  faid  and  you  have  wroughtt 
fliouU  be  ill  vain ;  I  muft  let  you  know,  that  all  this  will  not  fe- 
nu*e  you,  unlefs  you  can,  by  humility,  faith,  apd  (elf-denial,  go  out 
of  yourfelves  lo  Chrift,  and  live  upon  him  daily  for  fgpply  of  grace^ 
as  much  as  if  you  had  none  of  all  this  furniture  and  proyiiion  for  fuf« 
ferings.  I  confefs,  grace  is  a  very  beautiful  and  lovely  creature,  and 
it  is  hard  for  a  man  to  look  upon  his  own  graces,  and  not  doat  upon 
them.  But  yet  know,  that- if  you  had  all  thefe  excellent  prepara* 
lions  that  have  been  mentioned,  yea,  and  all  angelical  perfections 
Superadded,  yet  are  you  not  complete  without  this  dependence  up* 
on  Chrift,  Col.  ii*'  10.  Whenever  you  go  forth  to  fufier  for  Chrift» 
you  (hould  fay  at  the  head  of  all  your  excellent  graces,  duties,  and 
preparations,  as  Jehofaphat  did,  when  at  the  head  of  a  puiflant  and 
luighty  army,  2  Chron.  xx.  12.  <<  O  Lord,  I  have  no  might  nor 
^  Ihrength,  but  my  eyes  are  unto  thee."  This  is  one  thing  in  which 
PaulexceUedt  smd  was  a  fpecial  part  of  his  readinefs.    See  i  Coo 
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3tv. jr6.    What  a  boor  creatufe  is  the  eminentcft  faaif,  left  to  hunltlf 
in  an  hour  of  trial  i  the  hop^  the  ivy^  and  the  woodbine,  are  taught  by 

.    nainre  to  cting  about Kronger  props  and  fepporters :  'Wlut  they  do 
ky^itatur^,  we  fliould  do  by  grace. 

The  neceSity  and  great  advantage  of  this  will  appear  upoti  divers 
cdlffideratiotis. 

Con/lJ.  I.  The  Chri(tian'8  own  imbecility  and  iniuflkiencyi  even 
iii  the  ftlrength  and  height  of  all  his  accoutrements  and  preparations } 

'    #hit  are  yoUj  to  grapple  with  fuch  an  advctfary  i  Certainly  you  arc 
1^    no  match  for  him  that  conquered  Adam  hand  to  hand  in  his  ftate  of 

/  integrity.  It  is  not  your  inherent  ftrength  that  enables  you  to  ftand^  ^ 
feat  what  you  receive  and  daily  derive  fmm  Jefus  Chrift,  John  slv.  5. 
^  Without  mcy*  or  never  fo  little  feparated  from  me^  **  ye  can  do 
^  nothing  ;  all  your  fufficiency  is  of  God."  a  Cor.  iJi*  5.  Upon  this 
very  coniideration  it  was,  that  the  apollle  exhorts  the  EpheGans  to 
^  be  ftroi^  iii  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might,''  i  e.  not  to 
^6j^nd  upon  their  own  ftock  and  furniture  ;  but  Divirte  affiAances 
Ht^Si  daily  commanications  $  <«  For  we  wr^O:le  not  with  flefli  and 
<f  blood)  but  principalities  and  powers/'  £ph.  vi*  10^  i2«  In  his 
own  ftrength  (hall  no  man  prevail. 

;  Vof^i.  i.  It  is  the  great  defign  of  God  in  the  gofpei  to  exalt  his 
Son,  and  to  have  all  glory  attributed  and  afcribed  to  himi  "  That  in 
<«  all  thmes  he  might  have  the  pri-eminencc,*'  Col.  i.  1 8.  That 
Chrift  <<  might  be  all  in  all,''  Col.  iii.  1  z.  Hence  no  faint  muft  have 
a  ielf-fufficiency)  or  be  trufted  with  a  (lock  as  Adam  was,  but  Chnft 
beiYi^  filled  with  all  the.  fulnefs  of  God,  and  made  the  n^wt  ioCiuWf 
or  firft  receptacle  of  all  grace  ;  <<  For  it  pleafed  the  Father,  that  in 
«<  him  all  hilneis  ihould  dwell ;"  all  the  faints  are  therefore  to  go  to 
him  for  ftipplies,  and  of  his  fulnefs  to  receive,  John  i.  16.  This  ful- 
nefs being  a  minyif trial  fulhefu  like  that  of  the  fun,  or  of  a  Jbuhtain^ 
intended  to  fupply  all  our  wants.  And  hence  is  it  that  faith,  a  ftlf- 
emptying  and  denying  grac^,  is  appointed  to  be  the  inftrument  of 
fetching  our  ftipplies  from  Chrift.  All  muft  be  derived  from  him, 
thit  all  the  praiTe  and  glory  may  be  afcribed  to  him,  Phil.  iv.-i4. 
Ahd  this  i&  a  moft  wife  and  cooognious  ordination  of  God,  for  here-* 
by  not  only  are  his  people  the  better  fecored,  but  by  this  ^fo  the  re« 
proach  that  hy  upon  Chrift  Is  rolled  away.  He  was  reproached  on 
earth,  as  barren,  empty,  Weak  ;  «  Can  any  good  come'  out  of  Na- 
<*  ^areth  ?**  He  wad  looked  upon  as  a  <<  Root  fpringing  out  of  a  dry 
*<  ground,"  but  by  this  ilhall  his  reproach  be  wiped  away  :  So  that 
unleft  you  will  go  about  to  crofs  the  great  defign  of  God,  in  the  exal- 
tation of  hil  Chrift,  you  muft  go  out  of  yourfelves,  and  humbly  and 
conftantly  rely  upon  fupplres  iirom  Chrift  and  his  grace  to  help  in  the 
times  of  need. 

Cottfid.  3.  A  Chriftian  is  conftantly  to  depend  upon  Chrift^  not- 
withfianding  all  bts  own  preparations  and  inherent  quiiKfications  ;  be- 
"cniTe  the  activity  tvefl  of  ittherent  grace  d^ads  upon  him.    Iah&* 
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rent  grace  b  fatboldc n  to  ezcttttig  and  ifiifting  grace  for  all  it  is  en* 
abled  to  do.  Tou  cannot  aA  a  grace  without  his  Spirit^  i  Cor.  X9. 
JO.  2  Cor.  uL  5.  John xv.  5.  It  may  be  (aid  of  grace  in  uS|  a>  k  wat 
*(  of  the  land  of  Canaat^  Deut.  xi.  lOj  ii|  12.  <<  It  it  not  as  the 
"  land  of  Egypt,  whence  jecame  out,  where  thou  fowedft  thy  fefcd,  ' 
"  and  wateredft  it  with  thy  foot,  as  a  garden  of  herbs :  but  a  land  of 
'*  hilis  »d  Tallies,  drinking  water  of  the  reign  of  heaven  %  a  land 
"  whicbtht  Lord  tfay  God  careth  for :  his  eyes  are  aWrays  upon  it^ 
<<  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  even  to  the  end  of  the  year-"  As 
the  life  and  ftSgfvscf  of  vegetables  depend  en  the  influences  of  hea* 
vcA,  fo  do  our  graces  upon  Chrift.  Aiid  hence  lie  is  calledi  (i-)  A 
root,  Ifa.  xi.  10.  (2  )  An  head.  Col.  i.  i8*  (3.}  A  fun,  MaU  iv. 
2.  (4 )  A  fountain,  Zech*  xiii.  i*  All  which  Qocnparifons  do  folly 
carrj  this  truth  in  them. 

C^nfid.  4.  Laftly,  In  this  life  Of  dependence  lies  your  fecurity ;  u^ 
and  indeed  this  is  the  great  difierence  bstirixt  the  two  c&vf/§anu.     In 
thefirft,  Adam's  Aock  was  in  kis  own  hands,  and  fo  hisfequrity  or. 
mirery  depended  upon  the  unconftrained  choice  of  bis  own  ihtttaUe   j 
and  feif-determ'nung  will.     But  now  in  the  ne#  covenant,  all  are  to^ 
go  to  Ckrift,  to  depend  upon  hicn  for  fupplt€S,  &A<t  are  fo  fecured   , 
^igainft  all  deftru£tivt  4^ngeri,  Jude  I.  r  ret*  i.  $.    Should  you  go   '    > 
forth  in  your  own  ftrength  againft  »  temptation,  either  your  grace 
would  fail,  and  you  tall  in  the  confliO ;  or  if  you  obuin  any  vifkorf 

er  itby  your  ownftrength^yet  it  is  a  thousand  fo  one  bpt  your  pride^ 
would  codquer  you,  when  you  had  conquered  it:  Like  him  that  flew 
vielepbantf  bnt  was  himfelf  flain  by  the  fall  of  that  elephant  which  he 
flew.  But  now,  by  this  way,  as  God  hath  fccamd  you  ag^ft  the 
dangers  without ;  fo  alfo  the  frame  and  cOnftkution  of  this  new  co- 
venant is  fiich  as  prevents  the  danger  arifing  from  our  own  pride  ^ 
too.  Not  £gp  H  Deus  fmns  ;  I  and  my  God  did  this )  as  was  once 
isidby  aprofooe  n«ntth  \  •<  but  felf  is  abafed,  and  the  Lord  lifted  up 
in  bis  own  ftrengtta;"  i  Cor.  v.  7.  And  thus  I  have  briefly  evinced 
the  neceffity  of  this  daily  dependence.  > 

Bat  next  it  concerns  you. to  know  what  this  dependence  we  fpeak 
of  is:  this  alfo  I  IbaU  bHeflyopen  to  you,  laying  down  fooiewhat  mga^ 
Mfi  and  fomewhat  j^g^/mrfjr  about  it. 

1.  Negat'vuel^.  It  is  Aot  to  deny  the  grace  wrought  in  us  by  the  Spi* 
rit ;  this,  were  both  injuftice  and  ingratitude  \  we  tnay  know  our 
own  graces  fo  as  to  be  thankful  for  them,  though  not  fo  as  to  be 
proud  of  them,  1  Cor.  Xv.  10. 

2,  Neg,  It  is  not  a  lazy  excufe  from  our  duty  :  you  do  not  depend^ 
^  rathar  di/boHoUr  Cbrift  by  fo  doing  \  you  ^luft  not  fay,  becaufe 
CfmQ  mnft  do  all,  therefore  (  mul\  do  nothing :  but  rather  work 
out  your  &lviitipn,  becaufe  it  is  he  that  workcth  both  to  will  and  to 
ilo>  Phit.  ii.  1 2, 13.    Thefe  at^e  not  9fp<>fid^  }^i^fubordinatHl. 

But  then  poGtively,  it  lies  ki  three  things. 

I.  P^tivily.  la  fceui^  and  acknowledging;  the  U^fioite  fofficiency 
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aijd  fulneis  th^t  is  in  Cbrift :  to  acknowledee  him  to  be  all  in  all ; 
not  only  by  way  of  impiiraiion  procuring  all»  Heb.  ix.  1 2.  but  alfo  by 
way  of  application,  bringing  home  to  the  foul  all  the  bleiEngs  purchaf- 
ed  by  his  bloodj  and  fettUng  us  in  the  poifeffion  of  it,  John  xiv.  3. 
And  fo  from  firft  to  laft  to  eye  him  as  the  author  and  finllher  of  our 
filth. 

r  2.  Pofit.  In  feeing  the  necefi*ary  dependente  that  all  our  graces 
have  upon  him.  So  that  as*  you  fee  the  ftream  depending  on  the 
fountaini  the  beam  upon  the  fun,  the  branch  upon  the  root,  the  build- 
ing upon  the  foundation,  even  fo  do  pur  graces  upon  Chrift :  on  him 
they  livci  and  cut  off  from  him  they  die.  <<  Our  life  is  hid  with 
««  chrift  in  God,**  Col.  iii.  3.  When  you  fee  this,  and  alfo  fee  that 
all  your  afllvity,  and  firiving,  is  but  as  the  holding  up  of  the  fails,  in 
order  to  the  motion  of  the  ihip,  which  can  do  nothing  till  there  come 
a  gale  \  when  you  look  upon  your  grace  as  a  creature  that  muft  be 
upheld,  fed,  a£led,  and  prefervedby  Chrid,  Col.  ii.  19.  then  you  are 
{Hrepared  for  this  aA  of  dependence :  As  for  inftancey  you  can  never 
depend  upon  Chrift  for  the  aAing  of  that  grace  of  hope,  until  you 
fee  Chrift  to  be  the  prop  imd  foundation  of  it,  and  that  it.dqpends 
upon  him,  as  upon  its  caufe,  i  Pet.  i.  3.  as  upon  its  objefi,  Heb.  vi. 
19.  and  as  upon  itsfoundation  and  ground-work^  Col.  i.  27. 

Tou  can  never  depend  upon  Chrift  for  your  joy  and  comfort,  un- 
til you  fee  what  a  necefiary  dependence  this  alfo  hath  upon  him,  PhiL 
iii.  3.  and  that,  both  as  to  its  being  and  acting,  John  xvi.  22. 

Tou  can  never  depend  upon  him,  for  ftrength  in  any  duty,  uptil 
you  fee  how  your  duties  depend  upon  Chrift,  not  only  for  xhtjlrength 
by  which  they  are  performed,  John  xv.  4,  5.  but  alfo  for  acceptation 
when. they  are  performed,  i  Pet.  ii.  5.  It  were  eafty  to  inftance  in 
any  other  grace.  ^ 

(3.)  It  lies  in  *  looking  off  fronx  your  own  grace  whenever  ]^u  are 
put  upon  the  a£ting  of  it,  (I  mean  in  regard  of  any  dependence  upon 
it)  and  looking  by  an  eye  of  faith  for  acceptation  to  Chrift,  Heb.  xii. 
2.  To  the  putting  forth  of  which  afl  of  dependence  upon  Chrift, 
holy  ejaculations  in  our  own  on-fets  upon  duty,  or  thofe  quick  and 
vigorous  liftings  up  of  our  fouls  to  God  that  way,  are  of  fp&cial  ufe,  it 
being  a  duty  fitted  for  the  purpofe,  when  there  is  no  room  for  fit 
and  folemn  prayer.     And  thus  briefly  of  its  nature. 

And  to  urge  you  to  this  duty,  I  fhall  offer  thefe  feven  confidera- 
tik>ns :  which,  oh,  that  they  might  prevail  upon  your  hearts,  and  make 
you  forever  to  clafp  and  cUng  about  Chrift  more  than  ever  you  have 
done. 

Cotftderation  i.  You  have  little  reafon  to  rely  upon  the  ftrength  of 
your  own  graces,  for  you  may  be  cafily  deceived  in  that  matter,  and    ,1 
think  you  have  much  more  grace  than  you  have.    How  often  are  the  ^ 
common  gifts  of  the  Spirit  miftaken  for  his  fpecial  graces  I  the  fixth 
chapter  to  the  Hebrews  is  able  to  make  a  man  tremble  in  this  thing. 

•  A^of  •rrri  J  M$  Tor  n»j  «nri»f  «f  X'O*'*    Looking  off  to  die  author  of  oar  fsdth* 
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CenfiJ.  a.  Suppoie  you  have  much  grace,  yet  have  you  not  ftroog 
corruptionsy  and  may  yon  not  meet  with  ftrong  temptations  alfo  ? 
He  that  hath  leis  of  other  graces  than  you,  may  have  more  humility  ' 
aod  fel£-denial  than  you,  and  Co  may  ftand  when  you  fall.     Great  en-    ^ 
largements  are  often  attended  witli  great  temptations  of  pride,  &&     ^ 

Confid.  3.  Whatever  meafures  of  grace  you  have  arrived  at,  yet  all    •^ 
is  not  aUe  to  fecure  you  from  falling,  if  ^  God  withhold  or  withdraw 
his  aids  and  influences.     Abraham  had  niore  faith  than  you,  and  yet 
he  fell  into  a  fin  contrary  to  that  very  grace  wherein  he  fo  excelled  .^ 
^fbcn,  Gen.  zx.  2.  Job  had  more  patience  than  you  ;  which  of  you  ^^ 
could  behave  yourfelves  as  he  did,  had  you  been  in  the  like  circum- 
ftances  as  he  was  ?  chap.  1.  2.  he  is  renowned  tor  it  in  the  fcripturcj 
James  vi.  1 1.  yet  he  fell  into  that  fin  which  is  contrary  to  this  grace  al- 
fo, Azp.  in.  Moles  had  movt  meelnefs  than  you:  *<  Now  the  man  Mo- 
*<  fes  was  the  meekeflb  man  upon  the  earth.''   If  you  be  but  reproved^ 
and  that  juftly  for  your  £iults,  bow  wafpifh  are  you  \  Yet  fee  how 
this  grace  failed  even  in  him,  in  an  eminent  trial  of  it.  Numb.  zi« 
I3>  Uf  15*     Adaih  was  much  more  advantaged  in  this  refpeA  than 
you,  being  made  upright,  and  no  corruption  inherent  In  him,  yet  he 
fell:  the  angels  more  again,  yet  they  icll.     Oh  when  will  you  learn     •^ 
the  vanity  of  felf-dependence. 

Cofijid.  4.    Nothing  more  provoketh  the  Lord  to  withdraw  his 
Spirit,  and  let  you  fall,  than  this  fin  of  felf-confidence  doth,  Luke   ' 
xiv,  29,  30,  31.     God  will  teach  you  by  fad  experience  your  own    ' 
Weakneis,  and  what  frail  and  vain  things  you  be,  if  you  will  learn  it 
by  no  other  means. 

Confd.  5.  If  God  permit  you  to  fall,  (as  doubtlef^  he  will.  If  you  be 
felf-conceited,)  then  the  more  eminent  you  have  been,  or  are  for  gracej 
the  more  will  the  name  of  God  be  reproacded  by  your  fall.  This 
win  fumifh  the  triumphs  of  the  uncircumcifed,  and  the  lamentations 
^  your  brethren,  and  make  them  (ay,  «  How  are  the  mighty  fallen  !** 
What  dIAnal  confequents  will  attend  your  fall  ? 

Conftd.  6.  Have  you  not  (ad  experience  of  your  own  wcakneft  fi-om 
day  xo  day  in  your  leffer  trials  ?  Have  you  not  faid  in  fome  fmaller 
conflKh,  as  David  once  did,  "  My  feet  had  well  nigh  flipt.**  O  me- 
thinks  thid  fhould  teach  you  to  look  more  to  God,  and  lefs  to  felf. 
«<  If  ybu  have  run  with  footmen,  and  they  have  wearied  you  in  the 
*<  land  of  peace,  think  fadlj  how  you  fhould  contend  with  horfes  in  , . 
«  the  fwellings  of  Jordan.**  Dp  not  you  fee  that  you  are  but  fea- 
thers in  the  wind  of  temptation  ?  Confult  your  former  experiences^ 
and  they  will  tell  you  what  weaklirigsyou ^re. 

Cwjid.  7.  Laftly,  Hath  Chrift  given  you  more  grace  than  others,  •^ 
then  how  much  more  hath  he  obliged  you  to  honour  him  thereby  ? 
And  is  this  your  requital  of  his  love  ?  What !  to  take  the  crown 
from  his  head,  and  put  it  upon  your  own  1  Certainly  a  greater  injury 
cannot  be  done  to  Chrift  than  this. 

Well  tben,  by  91U  this  be  perfuaded  to  ceafe  from  yourfeIveS|  yeiy     %/ 

Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


'jZ  PftfMratiimsfor  Sn^mngs^  ot^ 


from  yoor  itU^ous  iblves  \  ami  to  all^ptlicr  jmf/h  preparat;ion9>  add 
tbw  as  ;i  choice  ooc  \  if  you  dp  thefc  things  you  ft^all  never  fajl.  And 
thu»  ypu  fee  the  copaplete  Chriftw  in  bis  ^gVip^ge  for  fuflTt^Fiogs. 


CHAP.    XIV. 
CfitUwimg  ^htfirji  tfff  of  ibts  paint  by  way  ^  ctmvjBi^^  difctmmng  the 

XOU  have  ktn^  by  all  that  bath  bees  ipoken»  vhat  the  i^^ceflary 
pre-requi(ites  unto  ^  fuffbriog  condition  are ;  a;id  what  fnanper 
rfons  yoii  miufl;  be,  (both  for  habitual  and  tibial  r^di^efs},  if 
ever  you  hpnour  Chrift  by  bopds,  or  death  fior  him.  Apd  }  <^pbt 
not  but  your  judgments  and  ponfciences  yield  to  the  evident  necemty 
of  thefe  things,  wberein  I  have  placed  the  Cbriftian's  rcadinefs*  But, 
alas  !  where  (ball  we  find  among  the  throngs  and  crowds  of  profef- 
fors,  any  confideraUe  numbers  thus  qualified  and  prepared  ?  Tp  dif- 
fer for  Chrift  is  a  gift  that  few  bav^  received,  We  are  fallkn  into 
the  dregs  pf  time.  O  bow  little  of  primitive  zeal  and  flmplicity  re- 
mains among  the  profeiTors  of  this  age  !  latter  times  have  produced 
a  ibrt  of  profeflQrs  of  anotbe/  ftamp  and  fpirit.  Theie  have  tb^  t*gki» 
but  they  had  the  love ;  tbefey?^  more,  but  they  did  ^fad/uffered^aK. 
How  many  that  are  no  ornament  to  religion,  do  adorn  theoifclvcs 
with  the  name  of  it ! 

Now,  according  to  this  account  given  of  a  ready  ChriftiaOy  divers 
profeffing  perfons  will  be  convi^d  ol  their  uxureadincft  and  inability 
to  manage,  fujffering-work:  A$  firft, 

I.  The  politic  and  hypocritical  profeiTors,  whofe  hearts  were  never 
fet  right  at  firft,  and  therefore  cannot  be  Jledfqfi  when  triak  come, 
.ffal.  Ixxviii.  8.  Their  hearts  vere  never  found  in  GoffsJlaMdesy  aiad 
therefore  no  wonder  if  they  be  not  only  zjpamsto^  iMXt^j/bprned  ^their 
profeflion,  Pfalm  cxix.  80.  Never  wonder  if  you  fee  that  profefCon 
which  began  in  h^ocri/ji  to  end  in  opffiafy,  Thefe  wazu  their  babitu* 
al  readinefs  for  (ufitfring^,  and  fo  cannot  drink  of  that  cup  :  Needs 
xnuft  they  &TI  when  tried  \  and  when  they  fall,  they  fall  dreadfully^ 
and  often  irrecoverably ;  for  they  neither  have  tbe^^j/'Gc^  r/i^Afm, 
nor  zujpromife  of  God  made  to  them. 

And  are  there  hot  many  fuch  to  be  fpund  in  e^very  place  ?  For, 
'(i.)  How  difficult  is  it  to  perfuade  many  of  you  tp  any  duty  that 
hath  lofs  or  hazard  attending  on  it  ?  Doth  not  the  fipcere  heart 
ftand  inclinable  and  diipofed  to  all  the  known  will  of  God  ?  ffalm 
cxix.  6.  Po  Chriftians  ufe  to  ent|uire  more  wb^t  Is  cheap,  eafy,  and 
fafe  for  them,  or  what  is  their  duty  ?  Gal.  i.  16.  Speak  conicience^ 
for  to  thee  do  I  appeal ;  art  thou  not  confdous  of  iome  referves.  Up 
nutations,  and  exceptions  ?  Doth  not  the  mai^  like  Naanun,  defire 
^e  Lpr$l  to  excufe  ^d  pardon  him  in  this  or  th^t  thwg  i  z  I{jog^  v. 
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17.  AjQd  ehinkeft  fbou  that  thU  is  conflftent  with  fiiic<tre  dbedidiioe^ 
which  excepts  no  duty,  nor  quarrels  with  any  command,  becaufe  they 
all  flow  equaUy  from  the  fovereignty  of  God,  James  ii.  ii.  and  ib 
doth  what  it  doth  intuitu  voiuntatuty  upon  the  fight  of  God's  will. 
Say  confcience,  are  there  not  great  ftrugglings,  difputes,  and  conteftt 
betwixt  thee  and  fleflily  interefts  in  fuch  cafes  ?  And  art  thou  -not 
frequently  over-borne  ?  O  fearch  your  hearts  in  this  particular.  - 

Yea,  feoondly^  I  appeal  to  you,  whether  there  be  not  many  among 
you  that  choofe  fin^ rather  than  affliAion  ?.This  is  always  tl^  hypo- 
crite's option  and  choice :  He  judges  fufferings  the  greateft  evils,  and 
io  orders  himfelf  in  his  eledion.  It  was  merely  to  avoid  perfecutioa 
that  thofe  hypocrites.  Gal.  vi.  12.  conftrained  others  to  be  cur- 
cumdfed  only  to  gratify  the  Jews*,  that  fo,  by  a  finful  compUaUce 
with  them,  the  o&nce  of  the  crofs  n:iight  ceafe.  if  Paul  would  have 
done  (b,  he  might  have  avoided  it  too>  but  he  durft  not  whatever 'he 
fuSered,  GaL  v.  1 1.  Oh  thb  is  a  (hrewd  fign  of  a  falfe  heart,  Job 
xxxvi.  21.  And  the  contrary  difpofition  is  always  found  in  the  ujp-  - 
right  heart,  Heb.  xi.  25. 

-Nay,  are  there  not  fome  that  have,  and  others  that  are  reidy  to 
throw  up  their  profeffion,  when  they  fee  mto  what  difficulties  it  hi- 
volvcs  them  ?  Whilft  they  could  live  upon  the  profeffion  of  truths 
they  entertained  it ;  but  when  truth  ^omes  to-live  upon  them,  they 
thruft  it  out,  and  cry,  away  with  this  profeffion,  it  will  beggar  an4 
undo  us  :  They  then  repent  of  their  forwardneis,  and  fccretly  wifli 
they  had  never  engaged  in  it.  O  examine  whether  your  hearts  be 
not  thus  turned  back,  and  your  fteps  declined.  If  fo,  it  is  manifeil 
jou  are  hypocritical  profeflprs,  and  that  it  wasfbme  oiitw^d  felf->re& 
pe£t  at  firft  engaged  you  in  your  profeffion,  but  can  never  enable  yoii 
to  hold  out  when  difficult  days  come.  I  fay  it  is  itianifeft  by  this 
departure  from  your  profeffion j  that  fome  outward  iel&refpe£t  ;ac 
firft  allured  you  to  it.  As  now,  when  I  behold  the  artificial  tsich 
tions  of  the  wheels  in  a  noatchy  and  ice  how  regularly  the  needle  marks 
the  jou)iiaUhours  of  the  fun  upon  the  flat  of  the  quadrant^  ^md  «i«e 
nothing  that  moves  or  guides  it ;  it  would  caufe  sHinliiration  if  I  had 
never  feen  it  before,  or  did  not  underftand  the  caufe  and  motion : 
but  when  Hook  upon  the  other  fide,  and  there  find  wheels,  refibrts^ 
and  counterpoifes,  and  a  fpring  that  caufes  all  thofe  motions,  I  ceafe 
to  wonder.  Certainly  fome  luft  or  other  was  the  fpring  of  all  thy  rc^ 
iigious  motions ;  fiop  or  take  off  that,  and  motion  ceaies :  And  if  k 
be  fo,  tidsfcab  of  hypocrify  will  at  kft  break  out  into  that  ^botcb  of 
apoftafy.  Thou  canfi  never  hbld  out  long  under  trials,  Matth.  jdii. 
21.  Oh'how  pnany  fuch  fad  fights  may  we  live  tofee  astriab  eomcfl 
Difficult  times  arc  coming  on,  2  Tim.  iii.  i'.  And  woe  tofuch  tfaieft 
as  want  fincerity  at  the  bottom  of  their  profeffion. 

2.  And  as  thefe  have  no  habitual  readinefs  for  fufierijigs,  andt^ 
confequentfy^muft  be  ruined  by  them,  fo  there  are  others  thul  may 
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be  truly  godlf)  aod  have  the  root  of  the  matter  in  them,  who  ar< 
yet  far  from  an  aAual  readine{s»  and  fo  continuing,  are  like  to  be  ^ 
repreach  to  religion  when  their  trial  comes  5  for  it  is  not  a  little  grace 
in  the  fleepy  habit  that  will  fecure  you  from  falling  fcandaioufly  by 
the  hand  of  temptation  :  and  although  that  feed  of  God  which  is  in 
you  will  recover  you  again,  and  prevent  total  and  final  apoflafyi  yet. 
Oh,  cpnfider  what  a  fad  thing  it  is  to  enter  into,  and  be  conquered 
by  temptation,  to  be  led  away  in  triumph  by  the  tempter,  and  made 
a  reproach  to  Chrift.  O  jt  is  a  fad  confideratioa  to  think  how  many 
there  be  amongft  the  people  of  God,  that  difcover  little  or  jia  a£luai 
preparations  for  fufferings :  As  firft, . 

'  .1 .  Upon  how  many  of  the  iaints  is  the  fpirit  of  (lumber  poured 
cut  ?  Even  the  wile,  as  well  as  fooliib,  fccm  now  to  be  afleep.  There 
is  a  twofold  fpiritual  fleep,  the  £rfl  is  totals  upon  wicked  men :  and  it 
is  one  of  God's  foreft  and  dreadfulleft  ftrokes  upon  their  fouls,  Ifa. 
xxix,  10.  *  The  Hebrew  word  there  is  the  fame  with  that  which  is 
.afed  of  Adam,  when  God  caft  him  into  that  deep  fleep  whilft  he  took 
out  his  rib.  And  in  2  Tim.  ii.  26.  It  (ignifies  iuch  a  ileep  a$  that 
which  is  occaiioned  by  drunkennefs }  out  of  fuch  a  fleep  doth  the 
Lord  awaken  all  that  are  faved,  and  they  never  fall  into  it  any  more. 
The  other  is  partial^  Gant.  v.  2.  and  is  incident  to  the  people  of 
God,  Mat th.  XXV.  5.  This  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  torpor  or  Aug- 
{iflmefs  of  Spirit  which  feizeth  upon  the  faints  \  and  never  did  it  pre- 
."vail,  I  fear,  among  them  more  than  now.  For  where  is  their  a^vi- 
•ty  for  God  ?  Where  is  he  thiAjiirreth  up  himfelf  to  take  hold  of  God  ? 
Ila.  Ixiv.  7*  Where  is  there  fuch  a  generation  as  that,  Pfal.  xxiv.  6  i 
We  pray,  confer,  and  hear,  for  the  mod  part,  but,  as  men  fpeak,  be- 
twixt fleeping  and  waking.  Where  can  you  find,  ex<:ept  here  and 
there  one,  that  hath  a  quick  and  lively  fenfe  of  God's  indigpation 
upon  him,  or  that  trembles  at  his  judgments  ?  Is  noX  that  the  very 
cafe  of  the  moft  which  God  deicribes,  I  fa.  xlii.  ult, 

a.  .How  maQy  are  feized  by  a  private  and  worldly  Spirit,  every 
man  turning  to  his  own  houfe,  and  eagerly  purfuing  the  world  f  Hab. 
:i.  9*  Jer.  xlv.  4,  5.  Oh !  how  are  we  intangkd  in  the  wildemefs  I 
Jiow  doth  the  world  es>t  up  our  time,  and  eat  out  our  zeal,  cowar- 
dize  and  foften  our  fpirits,  and  render  us  utterly  unfit  for  the  yoke 
and  burden  of  Chrifj[  ?  You  that  fee  fo  much  beauty,  and  tafte  fo 
much  fweetnefs  in  the  creature,  you  will  have  an  hard  talk  when 
called  to  deny  it :  You  are  not  yet  prepared  to  drink  of  the  cup,  or 
take  up  the  crofs  of  Chrift. 

3.  How  many  poor  Chriftians  are  of  a  low  and  timorous  Spirit, 
^eady  to  tremble  at  the  (baking  of  a  leaf  ?  Ah  poor  hearts  !  how  un- 
fit ^re  you  for  bonds  or  death  t  This  paflion  of  fear  that  fo  predomi- 
nates in  you,  is  the  very  paflion  which  Satan  aflfaults,  and  lays  fiege 
)io  in  the  hour  of  temptation,  as  was  before  noted :  And  commonly 
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h  ts  occafioned  (where  it  flows  not  from  the  natural  eonfiitutton)  ffom 
an  cxceffive  love  to  the  world,  or  for  fbme  guilt  upon  the  ipirit.     It 
IS  true,  the  Lord  can  fo  afEft  weak  faith,  and  fo  fubdue  ftrong  fearsi^   > 
as  tTiat  you  maj  be  enabled  io  ftand  the  ihockwhen  it  coiues  L.(For,  I 
as  I  noted  formerly,  ourft^rength  lies  not  in  ^ay. thing  inherent  in. us,  ' 
but  we  are  firong  or  weak,  according  to  the  divinQprefenceiwd  afliir  il    > 
tances  tGat  we  enjoy)  but  yet  if  you  labour  not  to  mortify,  this  evil, .and 
ftlr  not  up  yourfeives  in  ths  uie  of  all  appointed  means,,  to  jcouzcjouj-  . 
zeal  and  courage  for  God,  I  know  no  warrant  you  have  to  expe^ 
fuch  affiftances, 

LaJHy^  How  many  poor  Chriftian»  among  us  are  to  thi«  day  dark 
and  cbudy  in  their  evidences  for  heaven  ? .  Had  they  walked  clofoly 
with  Gbd^'being  laborious  in  the  difquifition  and  fearch  of  their  own 
hearts,  they  had  long  fince  obtained  a  clearaefs  and  fatisfadion  about  ; 
the  fiate  of  their  own  hearts  :  But  as  the  cafe  (lands  with  them,  how  ^ 
unfit  are  they  for  bonds  or  death.  Oh  j  it  is  a  iad  .cafe,  when  inward 
and  outward  troubles  meet  together,  as  you  may  fee,  Gen.  xlii.  21, 
22.  when  there  0iall  \it  fightings  without,  and  /ears  within  :  Whea 
fuch  ♦-pang «  that;  Latti.  nf.'*i7,  18.  &aH  come  over  thy  heart, 
what  wttt'thou  do  ? 

By  alTTEat  bath  been  faid,,it  appears  that  the  moft  of  profeflbrs  «^ 
are  in  a  vezy  unready  pofture  for  fufiermgs  ;  fo  that  as  troubles  come 
to  an  height,  we  are  like  to  fee  many  fad  fpe£lacles  :  Many  oflfencei 
will  come  ;  religion  is  like  to  be  wounded  in  the  houfe  of  its  friends. 
Oh  !  what  aday  of  mercy  have  we  enjoyed  ?  What  helps  and  choice  ^ 
advantages,  above  any  precedent  age,  and  yet  unready  I  How  fad  and 
inexcufable  is  this  ? 


CHAP.    XV. 

C9niainmg  another  ufe  of  the  point,  by  way  of  exhortation,  perfuading  all  the 
people  of  God,  whiljlthe,  Lord  re/pit es,  and  gracioujty  delays  their  trials^ 
to  anfwer  the  end  of  God  therein,  and  prepare  themf elves  for  greater 
trials  ;.  where  feveral  motives  are  propounded  to  excite  to  the  duty, 

UP  then  fipom  your  beds  of  floth,  awake  from  your  fccurity,.  O 
yeHiints,  get  upon  your  watch-towers,  tremble  in  yourfeives,  that 
ye  may  re^  in  the  day  of  evil,  Hab.  ii.  1,3,  16.. "  Put  on  the  whole  , 
*'  armour  of  God,  that  ye  may  be  able  to  (land  in  the  evil  day,  and 
<<  when  you  have  done  all,  to  (land,"  £ph.  vi.  11.  O  let  it  never  be 
faid  of  your  dwellings,  as  it  b  laid  of  the  tabernacles  of  the  wicked. 
Job  xxi.  p.  «<  Their  Jioufes.are  fafc  from  fear." 

Auguftus  hearing  of  one  that  was  deeply  in  debt,  who  yet  flept 
heartily,  fent  for  hb  piliow,  fuppoiing  there  was  fome  (Iramge  virtue 
ift  that  pillow.  I  wonder  what  pillow  ye  have  gotten,  O  ye  drowfy 
faints^  that  yoq  can  fleep  fo  ^uitly  upon  it,  now  that  ^^  things  about 
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foa  are  confpirittg  trouble,  and  threatening  danger*  Can  you  fktp 
hjac  Jonah,  when  f€0  of  wrath  are  tumbling  and  roaring  round  about 
youft  and  threaten  to  entomb  you  and  all  your  enjoyments  ?  Behold'^ 
<(  The  ftork  in  the  heavens  knows  her  appointed  time/'  Jer.  vii.  8> 
and  hath  not  God  made  you  tvjfir  than  thefi^U  of  the  air.  Job  xxxv. 
II.  It  mav  be  the  found  of  fome  prefent  judgment  may  a  little  ftartle 
youy  like  a  hidden  clap  of  thunder  in  the  air;  but  how  foon  doth  floth 
and  fecurity^  prevail,  ^nd  overcome  you  again.  They  fay  poifon  by 
being  habituated ,  may  be  made  innocent :  We  are  fo  ufed  to,  or  ra^ 
ther  hardened  under  calamities,  that  nothing  moves  or.  eff:£hiall)r 
awakens  us.  Lord,  what  will  the  end  of  thefe  things  be  ?  Wilt  thou 
fiirprize  thy  people  at  unawares  ?  Shall  thy  judgments  fiqd  them  Je^ 
cure,  and  leave  them  dejperate  ?  O  that  God  would  perfuade  you  <<  to 
.  **  gather  yourfelves  together,  yea,  to  gatlier  together,"  (not  in  an-un* 
lamiirand  (editious  way,  but  in  the  way  of  duty),  "  before  the  dc- 
<<  tree  bring  forth,  and  the  day  pafs  as  the  chaff,'*  Zeph.  il  i,  i^ 
O  prepare  to  meet  your  God,  Amos  iv.  1 2*  Prepare  jowrfaith,  love^ 
courage.  See.  bfefore  God  call  you  to  the  exercift  of  them. 

And  to  excite  you  to  this  duty,  betides  all  the  fere- mentioned  be<* 
nefits  of  a  prepared  fpirit,  confider  thefe  following  particulars  by  waj 
of  motive. 

1.  Motive.  The  many  calls  which  God  hath  given  you  to  this 
work.  The  Lord  hath  uttered  his  voice,  and  called  from  heaven  un^ 
to  you  i  will  you  be  deaf  to  his  calls  ?  He  hath  called  upon  yoir, 
f  I.)  By  the  word  :  God  would  have  it  cry  to  you  firft,  bccaufe  he 
would  give  the  fird  honour  to  his  word.  He  hath  given  all  his  pro* 
phets  otie  mouth,  Luke  i.  70.  and  they  have  warned  you  faithfully. 
(2.)  By  the  rod :  this  alfo  hath  a  loud  voice,  Micah  vl.  9.  Pfalm  ii.  5. 
Men  of  underflanding  will  hear  this  voice ;  and  thoie  that  will  not 
hear  it  (hall  be  laflied  by  it  even  till  they  are  iick  with  fmiting,  verie 
13.  (3.)  By  prodigious  and  portentous  figns  in  the  heavens  and 
earth,  fuch  as  no  age  can  parallel,  thefe  have  a  loud  voice  to  all  ths^t 
regard  the  works  of  the  Lord,  or  the  operations  of  bis  hands.  £ufe« 
bius  calls  them  God*j  fermcns  to  the  world*.  O  that  we  were  wife  to 
coniider  what  God's  ends  are  in  thefe  things !  one  obfervcs,  <  That 

*  as  thfey  are  the  plaineft  and  moft  obvious  to  fcn(e,  fo  they  are  com- 
<  monly  the  hd  fermons  which  God  intends  to  preach  to  nations, 

•  before  he  inflifls  his  puniftment  on  them,  if  they  repent  notif  O 
let  not  God,  fpcaking  in  ordinary  and  extraordinary  ways  to  you, 
ftill  (peak  in  vain. 

Tour  preparation  for  fufierings,  is  the  moft  pobablc  means  ctf 
preventing  yoor  fall  and  ruin  by  thofe  fuiSerings. 

2.  Motive:  Sufferings  prove  fetal  and  dcftru^.tve  to  fome ;  but  it  is 
to  fecure  and  carelefs  ones  :  Such  as  are  diligent  and  faithful  in  the 
ufe  of  God's  means,  are  fecurcd  from  the  danger.    Chrift  lays  otir 
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<onfbnqr  and  peiieverance  very  much  upon  our  forecafting  the  worft 
that  may  fell  out,  Luke  xiy .  28.     **  Put  on  thb  whole  armour  of  God^  - 
«  that  ye  may  able  to  ftand,"  Eph.  vL     He  that  hath  firft  fevereA 
Chrift  in  his  thoughts  from  ail  worldly  advautagesi  and  puts  the  u£e 
thus  to  his  own  i'oul>  O  my  foul,  canft  thou  embrace  or  love  a  naked 
Chrift  ?  Canft  thou  be  content  to  be  impoveriOied,  imprifoned,  and 
fufier  the  l<^s  of  alt  for  him  ?  He  is  mod  likely  to  cleave  faithfully  to 
him,  when  the  cafe  is  really  prefented  to  him  indeed.     And  can  it 
feem  a  light  thing  in  your  eyes,  to  be  enabled  to  ftand  in  fuch  an  c^  ;. 
vilday  ?  If  jrou  fall  away  from  Chrift,.  then  all  you  have  wrought  m  >J 
loft,  Ezek.  xxxiii.   13.  Clideon's  one  baftard  deftreyed  all  his  feventy  ^ 
fons.     This  aA  renders  all  former  adions  and  pr^eilions  Vain.    lif  | 
you  fall,  you  Ihall  thereby  be  brought  into  a  more  perfect  bondage  to  [ 
the  devfl  than  ever,  Matth.  xiiw  23.     Tea,  ordinarily,  apofiates  are  ju- 
dicially given  up  to  be  perfecutors,  Hofea  v.  12.     i  Tun*  i-  20.  and  .^ 
are  feldom  or  never  recovered  agam  by  grace,  Heb.  vi.  4,  6.    They 
that  lick  up  their  vomit,  ieldom  caft  it  up  any  more.  It  b  a  fall  witfeh- 
ia  a  little  as  low  as  the  unpardonable  (in,  whence  never  any  riff  agaift. 
In  foine  cafes  the  judge  will  not  allow  the  offender  hb  hook.     And  is 
it  not  then  a  choice  and  defiraMe  metcy  to  efcape  and  prevent  fuch  m 
fall  as  this  ?  O  good  fools,  ply  your  preparatioa-work  clofe  then)  pi«- 
pare,  or  you  perifh. 

3.  J00#ruf  •  This  wHl  beft  anfwer  the  grace  of  God,  in  aSbrdiingyoa 
fiich  choice  helps  and  advantages  as  you  have  enjoyed.  How  long 
have  you  enjoyed  the  free  liberty  of  the  gofpel,  (hining  in  its  luftre 
among  you  ?  This  fun,  which  to  fome  other  nations  hath  not  rifen^ 
and  to  divers  on  whom  it  hath  ihined,  yet  it  is  but  as  a  winter^s  fun^ 
remote,  and  its  beams  but  feeble ;  but  you  have  lived,  as  it  were,  u»- 
der  the  ^ne^  it  hath  been  over  your  h^ads,  and  (bed  its  richeft  iz^ 
fluences  upon  you.  Yea,  God'is  nunifters,  tvho  are  not  only  appoint- 
ed to  be  vhstchmen^  Ezek.  iii.  16.  but  trumpeters  to  discover  danger* 
Num..  z.  8.  Thefe  have  feithfuUy  warned  you  of  a  day  of  trouble,  and 
given  you  their  beft  affiftance  to  make  you  ready  for  it.  And  is  not 
their  joy,  yea,  Ufe,  bound  up  in  your  ftability  in  fuch  a  day  of  trial  ? 
Doth  not  every  one  call  upon  you  in  the  words  of  the  apoftle,  Phil, 
iv.  I.  «  Therefore,  my  brethren,  dearly  beloved,  and  longed  for, 
"  my  joy  and  crown,  fo  ftand  faft  in  the  Lord,  my  dearly  beloved.** 
Will  it  not  cut  them  to  the  very  heart,  if  after  all  their  fpending  la* 
hours  among  you,  they  ftHl  leive  you  unready  ?  enemies  ftill  to  the 
cro&  of  Chrift*  impofiible  to  be  reconciled  and  perfuadedto  fuffering- 
work  for  Chrift. 

I  remember  I  have  read  of  the  Athenian  Codrus,  who  being  in- 
formed by  the  oracle^  that  the  people  whofe  king  ihould  be  flain  in 
battle  flioubt  be  conquerors  :  he  thereupon  difrobed  himfelf^  and  in 
a  difguile  went  into  the  enemies  Quarters,  that  he  might  fteal  a  death 
to  make  his  people  victorious. 

Oh  1  how  glad  would  your  nunifters  be^  if  you  might  conquer  and 
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Overcome  in  the  day  of  temptationi  «4iatever  become  of  their  IWes 
And  liberties  !  Tea^  and  if  they  be  offered  up  upon  the  facrtfice  and  Jervke 
tfyourfaithi  they  can  rejoice^  and  joy  vuith  you  all.  Such  is  their  zeal 
and  longing  after  your  fccurity  and  welfare.  But  ifftill  you  remain 
an  unready  people,  and  do  become  a  prey  to  temptation^  Oh  how  in* 
cxcufable  will  you  be  I  ^ 

4.  Motive.  Remember  how  ready  the  Lord  Jefus  was  to  fuffertffe 
hardeA  and  vileft  things  for  you.     He  had  a  bitter  cup  put  into  his 
bands  to  drink  for  you,  into  which  the  wrath  both  of  God  and  man 
was  fqueezed  cut.      Never  had  roan  fucb  Aifierings  to  undergo  as 
Chrift,*  whether  you  confider,  (i.)  The  dignity  of  his  perfon,  who 
was  in  the  form  of  God,  and  might  have  flood  upon  h\s  peerage  and 
and  equality  with  him  \  he  is  the  Jparkling  diamond  of  heaven^  AOs  vit. 
56.  the  darling  of  the  Father's  foul,  Ifa.  xlii.   i .  glorious  as  the  only 
begotten  of  the  Father,  John  i.  14.  yea,  glory  itfelf,  James  ii.  i.  yea, 
the  very  hrightnefs  cf  glory ^  Hcb.  i.  3.    He  is  the  delicia  Chri/Haniorh'u^ 
fairer  than  the  Jons  of  men  :  '►And  for  him  to  be  fo  debafed,  below  fo 
many  thoufands  of  his  own  creatures,  become  a  worm^  and  no  man; 
this  was  a  wonderful  humiliation.     It  was  Jeremiah's  lamentation, 
.  that  fuch  as  were  brought  up  in  fcarlet,  embraced  dunghills  ^   that 
princes  were  hanged  up  by  the  hands,  and  the  faces  of  eiders  were 
not  reverenced  :  But  what  was  that  to  the  humiliation  of  the  Lord  of 
glory  ?  Or,  {  a. )  That  he  fufFcred  in  the  prime  apd  flower  of  his  years  5 
when  full  of  life  and  fenfe,  and  more  capable  of  exquidte  fenfe  of 
pain  than  others :  for  he  was  optime  complexionatus^\  of  a  lingular  con*- 
ftitutton  ;  and  all  the  while  he  hanged  on  the  tree,  his  fenfe  of  pain 
not  at  all  blunted  or  decayed,  Mark  xv.  37,  39.  Or,  (3.)  The  man- 
ner of  his  death.     It  was  the  death  of  the  crofs,  which  was  a  rack  to 
Chrid:  for  in  reference  to  the  diAention  of  his  members  upon  the 
crofs  is  that  fpoken,  Pfal.  xxii.  17,    «'  I  may  tell  all  my  bones."     Or, 
(4.)  That  all  this  while  God  hid  his  face  from  him.    When  Stephen 
fuffercd,  he  faw  the  heavens  opened.     The  martyrs  were  many  of 
them  ravifhed  and  tranfportcd  with  extafies  of  joy  in  their  fftfl^rings; 
but  Chrid  in  the  dark.     He  fuffered  in  his  foul  as  well  as  in  his  body; 
and  the  fufferings  of  his  foul  were  the  very  foul  of  his  fuffcrings.     It 
was  the  Father's  wrath  that  lay  fo  heavy  on  him,  as  to  put  him  into 
fuch  an  agony,  that  an  indance  was  never  given  of  the  like  nature : 
for  he  fwcat  S^o/a/Sw,  great  drops,  or  dodders  of  blood,  which'  fell 
from  his  body  to  the  ground,  l«ke  xxii.  44.     "  It  amazed  hhn,  and 
<«  made  him  very  heavy  5"  fee  Mark  xiv.  33.  yea  "  forrowful  even  to 
«  death,"  Matth.xxvi.  38. 

And  yet,  as  t»iter  as  the  cup  was,  he  freely  and  willingly  ^rank  it 
up,  John  xviii.  1 1.  prepared  himfelf  to  be  offered  up  a  facrifice,  Pfal. 
xi.  ^s  7  **  gave  his  back  to  the  fmitcrs,"  Ifa.  I.  6.  yea,  longed  ex- 
ceeoingly  for  the  time  till  it  came,  }^uke  xii.  50^ 


•  Deltr  Cbrifii  fuit  major  omttihi  Jotortluf,        ^^uin.  f  Aqninas^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC  ' 


The  hejl  Work  in  the  tvorft  Times.  jg 

UoWf  if  Chrift  fo  cheerfully  prepared  and  addrefied  himfelf  to  fuch 
fuffcrings  as  thefe  for  you,  (hould  you  not  prepare  yourfelves  to  en- 
counter any  difficulty  or  hard/hips  for  him  ?  O  my  brethren,  doth  not 
this  feem  a  juft  and  fair  inference  to  you,  from  the  fufferlngs  of  Chrift 
foryoQ?  "  I  Pet.  iv.  i.  ««Forafmuch  then  as  Chrift  hathfuflFered 
"  for  us  in  the  flefli,  arm  yourfelves  likewife  with  the  fame  mind/* 

Ob,  trifle  no  longer,  feed  not  yourfelves  with  fancies  and  ground- 
lefs  prefumptions  of  immunity  and  peace^^ut  forefee  difficulties,  and 
fit  yourfelves  to  bear  them. 


CHAP.   XVI. 

ConUuning  the  la/l  ufe  of  the  pointy  by  way  of  fupport  and  comfort  to 
poor  trembling  fouls ^  who  do  take  pains  to  make  them/elves  ready  for 
Jkferings  ;  but  yet  finding  fuch  flrength  in  &ataWs  tetnptations^  and 
tkir  own  corruptions^  fear  that  all  their  labour  ij  vain,  and  that 
they  fball  faint ,  and  utterly  apoftatize,  when  their  troubles  and  trials 
come,  to  an  height. 

IN  the  laft  place,  if  it  be  fuch  a  blefled  thing  to  be  ready  for  bonds^ 
or  death  for  Chrift,  this  may  minifter  much  comfort  to  fuch  fouTs^ 
vho  though  they  cannot  fay  as  Paul  here  did,  that  they  are  ready  ; 
yet  are  at  work  daily  upon  their  own  hearts  to  make  them  ready,  and 
ftrive,  in  the  ufe  of  all  means,  to  conquer  thofe  corruptions  that  hin- 
der it,  and  improve  thofe  graces  in  which  it  mainly  confifteth.  O 
poor  foulj  whatever  prefcnt  unreadinefs  or  indifpofition  thou  findeft^ 
and  complaineft  of  in  thine  heart,  yet  thy  condition  is  fafe. 

ObJeBion,  Oh !  but  I  cannot  be  fatisfied  in  that :  I  fear  I  (hall  be 
over-borne  by  temptations  when  they  come  to  an  height.  I  have  fuch 
experience  of  the  deceits  and  treacheroufnefs  of  my  own  heart,  that 
it  feems  impoffible  to  me  to  do  as  thefe  bleiled  fouls  did,  when  I  come 
to  the  like  trials. 

Solution.  It  is  well. thou  fufpefteft  thine  own  heart,  and  trembleft 
in  thylelf  J  this  fear  will  keep  thee  waking,  when  others  are  fecurely 
'fleeplng.  It  was  a  good  faying  of  a  reverend  minifter, 
Mr.  A.  H.  now  with  God,  •  He  that  fears  to  flinch,  (hall  never 
flinch  for  fear.'  It  is  true,  feeming  grace  may  be  totally 
loft,  Luke  vii.  1 8.  Heb.  vi.  4,  j.  2  Pec.  ii.  20.  It  is  granted  alfo, 
that  the  fins  of  believers  deferve  that  God  fliould  forfake  them,  and 
that  he  may  CuStr  grace  in  them  to  be  fadly  abated,  and  they  may  fall 
before  a  temptation,  as  Peter,  and  all  the  difciples  did  :  but  that  thou 
(halt  neverTie  feparated  from  Chrift,  or  fell  totus  a  toto,  in  totum,  ut- 
terly away  from  God,  tHou  mayeft  be  abundantly  fatisficd,  upon  theie 
five  or  fix  grounds. 

I .  From  God's  eternal  elcfting  love,  wherewithal  gracious  fouls  arc 
beloved  and  embraced,  be  their  graces  never  fo  weak,  or  their  cor- 
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ttxptions  never  ibftroi^.  This  is  immutablei  Heb.  vi.  i8.  and  hence 
it  is  raid,  Mafk  xiu.  22.  «<  They  Aall  deceive  "  (if  it  were  poffiblc) 
'  •«  the  very  elefl.**  Now,  this  immutable  purpole  of  Qod^  is  not 
Q  ibundeJ'upjn  any  mutable  ground  or  reafon  in  thee,  Rom.  ix.  ii* 
i  Tea,  when  he,  Kom.  viii.  29.  clefled  thee,  he  faw  what  thou  wouldft 
I   be,  and  yet  that  hindered  him  not. 

2.  From  the  covenant  of  grace,  in  the  bofom  of  which  thou  art 
irrapped  up :  this  is  all  thy  falvation,  and  all  thy  hope ;  it  will  afford 

'  thee  abundant  fati^fa^tion,  if  thou  do  but  weigh  particularly  thefe 

three  things  about  it.     i.  Th^t  the  Author  of  this  covenant  is  not  a 

;  jffi^/p  creature,  but  z  faithful  Goiy  with  whom  there  is  not  yea  ^nd  nayg 

'  with  whom  t/jere  ism  yariabimefs^  mr  Jbadoiif  of  turning  i  whpfc  gifts 

and"  callings  are  without  repentance ;  k>  that  once  within  (his  blefled 

/   cpvenantj^^nd  injt  for  ever.     2.  That  God  hath  eftabliflied  the  co^ 

^   i^nant  ^with  you  in  the  blood  of  Chrift  ;  therefore  the  facramenXal 

€upj  is  called  "  the  cupof  the  New  Teftjiment  in  his  bloodj''  JLuke 

iLxii.  so.     The  everlafting  merit  and  efikacy  whereof  giv<es  the  foul 

tof  a  believer  the.higheft  fatisfaSion  imaginable.     Laftlyi  Add  tothis^ 

that  in  this  covenant  God  hath  undertaken  for  u$>  a$  well  a$  for  him- 

lelf :  fo  that  what  .is  «  condiifpn  Intone  fcrip^urc^  is  the  jnattq:  of  a 

^romife  in  another,  Jer.  xxxii.  40. 

3.  From  that  ftridl  and  intimate  union  that  is  betwixt  Chrifl  and 
thee.  And  hence  it  is  impoffible  thou  fhouldeft  be  loft.  For,  i. 
Thy  iinion  with  his  perfon  brings  intereft  in  his  properties  along  with 
]t.  Whatever  he  is,  or  hath,  it  is  for  thee  :  his  eye  of  knowledgej 
arm  of  power,  bowels  pf  pity,  it  is  all  for  thee. 

2.  This  union  with  his  perfon,  fecures  thy  feeble  gfacesLfrom  per- 
ifliUigr  John  iv.  14.  Thy  graces  have  an  everlafting  fpring.  Whilft 
tjiere  is  fap  in  this  root,  it  will  afcend  into  the  branches. 

^.  It  implies  thy  perfeverance,  becaufe  by  this  union  thou  becomeft 
an  integral  part  of  Chrifl's  body,  which  would  be  iputila^ed  and  de- 
fe£live,  Ihould  thou  be  cut  off  and  loft. 

.4.  From  the  prevalent  interceffion  of  Jefus  Chrift  In. the  heavens, 
.  tor  all  bis  faints,  in  all  their  trials  here  on  earth.  From  hence  the 
apoftle  infers  the  certainty  of  our  perfeverance,  Rom.  viii.  34.  and  a 
Jregnant  inftance  of  it  you  have  in  Peter's  cafe,  Luke  xxii.  32.  So 
Hcb.  vii.  25.  fpeaks  fully  to  the  cafe.  To  (b-engthen  this,  coniider, 
I.  Who  it  is  that  intercedes:  It  is  Chrift,  whole  perfon  is  moft  dear 
)and  ingratiated  with  the  Feather,  John  xL  42  2.  What  he  intercedes 
for  :  Surely  for  nothing  but  what  is  moft  iuitablc  to  his  Father's  will. 
The  will  of  Chrift,  and  his  Father's  do  not  dafli,  John  xyi.  26,  27. 
yea,  what  he  prays  for,  he  prays  not  for  graiif,  or  afks  upon  any  dif- 
honourable  terms  to  the  juftice  of  his  Father  i  but  they  are  all  iper* 
.  cies  purchafed  and  paid  for  ^  and  therefore  fear  not  the  failing  of  your 
ffraccs.  ^  . 

5.  From  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  which  dwelleth  and  abideth  in  thee, 
aad  bath  be^un  his  faving  work  upon  thee.    I  hj^faving^  for  elfe  it 
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Would  afford  no  argument.  His  common  works  on  hypocrites  come 
to  noflung,  but  in  thee  they  cannot  fail.  For, .  x.,.  His.,  honour  b 
pledged  and  lengagcd  to  perfc£):  iu  That  reproach  of  the.ibolifll 
builder  fliall  never  lie  ujpon  him^  that  he  begsm  to  biail<4f  but  could 
not  fitrtfll.  Befidesy  tlus  would  make  void  all  that  th^  Father  and 
the  Son  have  done  for  thee  $  both  th<£ir  works  are  complete  and  peE« 
feft  in  theu-  kinds,  and  the  Spirit  is  the  laft  efficient  in  order  of  Irork*. 
ing.  irBefides,  the  grace  he  hath  already  wrought  in  thee»  ma^ 
give  thee  yet. further  and  fuller  aiTurance  of  its  prefervation,  inafinvch  . 
as  it  hath  the  nature  of  ^feal^  pledge^  and  earniji  of  the  whole^  Rom« 
viii.  23.  2«  Con  i.  22i    So  that  it  cannot  fail. 

6.  From  thofe  multitudes  of  affert&ry^  promiffory^  and  comparative 
fcriptureS)  the  rich  veiiis  whi^reof  run  through  the  book  of  God>  aa  fo 
many  ftreams  to  rch'efli  thy  foul.  Of  fl^^rfaqtilcriptures,  ftc  John  vi*  ] 
39.  John  10.  28^  I  John  ii-^ip.  dT/rvw^rjr  fcriptures,  fee  Ifa.' 
fiv.  10.  jCTTjixxiv.  40.  t  Cor.l.  8._&c.  Of  rfl/w/flra/i w  fcripturcs^' 
fee  PfaL  i.  3.  Pfal.  cxxv.  I  John  iv.  14,  &c.  The  principal  fcope  of 
all  which  is  to  (hew  the  indefefBble  nature  of  triie  grace  in  the  faints* 

And  nowr,  bow  (bpuld  this  refrefh  thy  .drooping  foul»  make  tUee  1 
gird  up  the  loins  of  thy  mind,  finj^bou  doft  «  not  run  as  ope  UQCjeTi* 
"  tain,  neither  fi|;hteft  as  one  that  beats  the  air/^  .1  Cor.  is.  a6i  hut 
art  fo  recured.fram.J:Qtal  apoftacy,  as  thou  feeft  thou  art  by  all  tbeib  ^ 
things.    O  blefs  ye  the  Lofd* 

Oij.  2.  But  the  Lord  feemS  to  be  departed  from  my  foul ;  God  Is 
a&kr  off  from  me>  and  troubles  are  iiear.    t  feem  to  be  in  fuch  a  cafe  ! 
as  Saul  was  when  thePhiliftines  made  war  upon  himj  and  Gdd  waft 
departed  Jj^m  him ;  and, therefore  I  fliall  f^lh 

&/.  Not  fo )  for  thei^e  are  two  forts  of  Divincldefertions ;  the  OQjS 
is  abfoiute^  when  the  Lord  utterly  forfakes  his  creatures,  fo  that  thoy 
fhail  never  I)eho1d  his  face  more  t  'The  oth6r  is  limiled  and  refpeBrpe* 
and  fo  he  Ibrfook  his  own  Son,  aiid  often  does  his  own  ekB:  and  of 
this  kind,  fome  are  only  cautional^  to  prevent  fin  \  fome  are  merelf 
pr^bafibnali  to  try  grace ;  arid  others  caftigatory,  to  chaftifo  our  neg- 
ligence andT  carcleflhcfs.  _Now,  though  I  have  not  a  word  of  comfort 
to  {peak  in  the  Cafe  of  total  and  abfolute  defertipns}  yet  of  the  latter 
(which  donbtlefs  is  thy  caie)  much  may  be  faid  by  vray  of  iupport^ 
be  it  of  which  of  the  three  forts  it  will,  or  in  what  degree  it  wilU 
For,  I.  This  hath  been  the  cafe  of  many  precious  fouls,  Hal*  xxii.  i, 
2.  Pial.  Ixx^iL  2.  PfaL  Ixxxviii.  9.  Job  xiii.  24,  25,  26.  This  wad 
poor  Mr  Glover^s  cafe,  as  you  will  find  in  his  i^ory,  and  it  coridnued 
till  he  came  within  fight  of  the  ftake ;  therefore  no  new  or  firange 
thing  hath  happened  to  you.       ^ 

2.  The  Lord  by  this  will  advantage  thee  for  perfeveradce,  not  on* 
ly  as  they  are  cautioned  againft  fin,  but  as  they  make  thee  hold  Chrift 
the  fafter,  and  prize  his  prefence  at  an  higher  rate,  when  he  Ihall 
pkafe  gradoufly  to  manifeft  himfelf  to  thee  agSMO*    Cant.  iii.  4. 

Vol.  VI.  L 
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82  .  Preparations  fir  Stsffefingsz  or^    tsfc. 

'  3,  This  ihallnot  abide  for  ever:  it  is  but  a  little  cloud,  and  will 
How  over*  It  is  but  for  a  moment^  and  that  moment's  darkncfs  ufhers 
£  cTcrlafting  light,  Ift.  fiv.  7. 

Tea,  lalHf,  the  light  of  Go#s  countenance  fliall  not  only  be  rcftor- 
ed  certainty f  bat  it  mall  bereftorcdy^^ffaA/j?v  when  the  darknefs  is 
X^Meftj  thy  troubles  at  the  bigiefif  and  thy  hopes  iowefl.  He  is  a 
God  of  judgment,  and  knows  how  to  time  his  own  mercies,  PfaL 
OCttTili,  3. 

Oij,  3.  But  I  am  a  weak  woman,  or  a  young  perfon,  how  fliall 
I  be  able  to  confefs  Chrift  before  raiftj,  and  look  great  ones  in  the 
ftcc? 

Scl^  Chrift  deKghts  to  make  his  power  known  in  fucb,  1  Cor.  xii.  9. 
\  fc>r  he  affefls  not  Tbcial  glory. 

2,««  Thou  (halt  be  hbldeii  up,  for  God  is  able  to  make  thee  ftand,'* 
1^  Rom.  xiV.4.  Thou  that  art  fendble  of  thine  owh  infirmity,  mayeA  run 
00  that  promife. 

3.  Such  poor  weak  creatures  ftiall  endure  when  ftronger  (if  felf* 
confident)  fall,  tfa.  xl.  30,  31.  «  Even  the  youths  fliali  faint,  and 
**  be  weary,  and  the  young  men  utterly  fall.     But  they  that  wait  up» 

''  ^  on  the  Lord,  fiiall  renew  their  ftrength;  they  fbali  mount  up 
»  with  \^ing9  as  eagles,  run  and  not  be  weary,  walk  and  not  faint/' 

Youths,  and  young  men,  are  bold,  daring,  and  confident  pQ:rons, 
that  tnift  to  their  own  ftrength ;  to  whom  fuch  as  wait  upon  the 
Lord  ftand  here  oppofed;  they  (hall  faint,  but  thefc  fhall  renew 
fheir  ftrength. 

Art  thou  one  that  waiteft  and  dependeft  upon  an  all-fufficient 
'-  God,  til  the  fenfe  of  thine  own  weakncis  i  This  promife  then  is  for 
lliee. 

4.  Ton  mfty  fumifli  yourfelves  at  pleafure,  with  examfto  of  the 
mighty  power  of  God  reding  upon  fuch  as  you  are,  out  of  our  own 
Itiartyrobgy. 

Thomas  Drowry  the  poor  blind  boy,  Fox,  vol.  3.  p.  703.  What 
d  prefence  of  fpirit  was  with  him,  when  examined  by  the  Chancellor! 

Eulalia,  a  virgiA  of  about  12  years  of  age,  fee  how  (be  was  afted  a- 
h&ft  thofe  years,  yea,  above  the  power  of  nature.  Fpz,  vol.  i .  p. 
t^o»  Tender  women,  yea,  children,  aA  above  themtelves,  when 
afiiiied  by  a  (h-ong  God. 

i^nd  thus  you  have  fome  help  offered  you  by  a  weak  hand,  in  your 
^efent  and  moft  important  work. 

The  Lord  car];y  home  all  with  power  upon  your  liearts,- that  if  God 
call  you  to  fuffer  for  him,  you  may  fay  as  Paul  did,  <<  I  am  now  ready 
^  to  be  offered  up,  and  the  time  df  my  departure  is  at  hand^  I  have 
*<  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  £niihed  my  courfe,  t  have  kept  the 
^<  faiths  henceforth'thbreislaid  upforme  acrown  of  righteou&eisy 
<<  which  God  the  righteous  Judge  uiall  give  me  at  that  day  j  and  not 
«*  ton:ieonly,  but  to  them  alfo  which  love  his  appearing,**  2  Tina.  iv. 
6f  7i  8.    An4  as  you  cupcA  fo  to  finiih  you/  C9itffc  with  joy^  be  dir 
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Kgcntin  the  ufc'of  all  means,  to  prepare  and  make  yourfclycs  ready 
to  follow  the  call  of  God^  whether  it  be  (o  bonds,  or  to  death,  fertbt 
naine'of  the  Lord  Jefus. 

THE 

Bahn  of  the  Covenant 

s 

APPLIED  TO   THE 

BLEEDING    WOUNDS 

OP 

AFFLICTED    SAINTS. 

.    TO  WHICH   IS    ADDED, 

A  SERMON  preached  for  the  Funeral  of  that  excellent  and  religious 
Gentleman,  JOHN  UPTON,  of  Lupton,  esv^. 


•^^M^MAMMN^ 


To  the  Vu'tuous  and   Moch  Honoured 
Madam,  URSULA  UPTON,  of  Lupton  in  Devon. 

Madam> 

IF  I  find  it  an  hard  tafk  to  write  on  fuch  a  doleful  fabjeA,  it  can- 
not be  imagined  but  your  part  muft  be  abundantly  harder,  who 
feel  over  and  over  what  is  here  written^  Could  I  tell  bow  to  adminit 
ter  counfek  'and comforts  to  you,  without  exafperating  your  forroirs, 
I  would  certainly  take  that  way  \  but  feeing  the  one  (in  this  cafe) 
cannot  be  done  without  the  other,  it  i&  our  duty  to  fubmit  to  the  me- 
thod Providence  hath  prelcribed  to  us^ 

The  defign  of  the  enfuingdifcourie,  is  toevifice  the  truth  of  what 
feema  a  very  great  paradox  to  moft  men,  namely,  that  the  afflifUons 
of  the  Aints  can  do  them  no  hurt,  and  that  the  wifdom  of  men  and 
angels  cannot  Uy  one  circumftance  of  their  condition  (how  uneafy  {o^ 
ever  it  feems  to  be)  bistter,  or  more  to  their  advantage  than  God  oath 
laid  it.  I  attempt  not  by  a  flourilh  of  rhetoric  to  perfuade  you  a- 
gainft  th^  demonftratioUs  you  can  fetch  from  fcofe  and  feeling  to  the 
contrary,  but  to  overthrow  the  fUfe  reafoniags  of  dc(h  and  ienfe,  by 
the  albwed  rules  of  Scripture,  2nd  fure  priQciple$  of  religion. 

And  metbinks  yoU|  and  every  ChriftiaD«  ftipuld  gladly  cat^tain 
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that  ebmfbrtable  condulioni  when  yoa  fliall  find  the  foundation  of 

it  ais  ftrong^  as  the  influences  thereof  are yiv^  and  comfortable. 

Cotainly,  Madaoit  the  intent  of  the  Redeemer's  undertaking  was 

I    not  to  purchafe  for  bis  people  riches^  eafe^and  pleafures  on  earth  ; 

K^  but  to  mortify  their  lufts,  heal  their  natures,  and  /plritualizc_their 

(    affections  i  and  thereby  to  fit  theip  for  the  eternal  fruition  of  God. 

Upon  this  fuppofition  the  truth  of  this  conclufion  (how  ftrangefoever 

it  fecms)  is  firmly  built* 

It  was  not  without  Divine  direAioo,  that  the  fubjeA  of  the  enfutng 

difcourfe  was  as  pertinently,  as  feafonably^  recommended  to  me  by 

your  dear  hufUand,  in  the  day  of  your  forrows  for  your  only  fon* 

(   He  took|  I  hope^  his  portion  of  comfort  out  of  it  before  he  died,  and 

^it^  IS  now  left"  as  a  fpring  of  comfort  to  you,  who  then  mgurned  with 

/   hlnij  and  now  for  him. 

Heavy  prefllires  call  for  ftrong  fupport,  and  fainting  feafons  for 

rich  cordials*    Tour  burden  is  indeed  heavy :  yet  I  muft  fay  it  is 

much  our  own  fault  our  burdens  are  fo  heavy  as  we  feel  them  to  be; 

fer  according  to  the  meafure  of  our  delight  in,  and  expe£btion  from 

;  the  creature,  is  our  forrow  and  difappointment  when  we  part  jBrom 

'  ^  it.    The  higheft  tides  are  always  followed  with  the  loweft  ebbs.    We 

'    £nd  temperance  and  patience  knit  together  in  the  fume  precept^  and 

intemperance  and  impationce  as  infeparably  conneAed  in  our  own  ex^ 

perienci.    It  may  be  we  did  not  fufpeA  ouiielves  of  any  iinful  excels 

in  the  time  of  their  enjoyment )  but  it  now  appears  the  creature  was 

.  gotten  deeper  into  our  hearts  than  we  imagined  by  the  pain  we^feel 

.  at  parting :  Did  we  not  lean  to5  hard  upon  it,  there  would  not  be 

•   iuch  Ihakings  as  we  fisel  when  it  is  flipt  from  ps. 

But,  Madam,  it  is  high  time  to  recal  your  thoughts,  and  bound 
your  forrows,  which  th^  Allowing  copfidcrations  would  greatly  afiii): 
you  in, 

I.  What  Is  the  very  ground  and  reafbn  of  our  exceilive  forrows  for 
the  Iqfs  of  earthly  comforts  ?  Is  it  not  this,  That  they  are  peri/bwg 
and  tranjitqrj  f  That  is,  that  you  find  them  to  be  as  God  made  them. 
And  can  ij^e  expeft  that  God  (hould  altar  the  laws  of  nature  to  pleafe 
and  humour  us  ?  It  is  as  natural  to  our  relations  to  die,  as  it  is  for 
^fiowersto  wither,  or  the  moon  to  wane. 

a.  That  there  is  no  fuch  neceflary  connexion  betwixt  thefe  things 
and  our  comfort,  that  whenever  God  removes  the  one,  he  muft  needs 
remove  the  other  with  it.  Chrift  and  comfort  are  indeed  fo  united, 
but  nothing  befide  him  is  or  can  be  fo.  I  hope  you  will  ihortly  ex- 
perience the  truth  of  this  conclufion,  by  the  comfort  God  will  give 
/  you  in  the  abfbnce  of  tbofo  comforts  you  have  loft.  Can  you  not  now 
have  as  free  accefs  to  God  as  before?  Yea,  do  not  thefe  very  afflic- 
tions fend  you  oftener  into  his  prefence.^  And  if  God  meet  you  in 
^ofe  duties,  (as  in  days  of  diftrefs  he  ufes  to  meet  his  people,}  th^n  it 
will  be  evident  to  you  that  your  joy  and  comfo^  lives,  tbougb  your 
huiband  and  children  be  laid  in  their  gravest 
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3.  That  the  removing  of  your  earthly  comforts  binders  not  but 
that  yoD  may  ftill  purfue  the  great  end  and  buiinefi  of  your  life^  and  ^ 
carry  on  all  your  defigns  for  heaven  as  fuccefifuHy  as  ever.  Indeed, 
Madam,  had  we  been  fent  into  this  world  to  raife  eflates,  contra^);' 
relations,  and  then  fit  down  in  the  mid  (I  of  them  as  our  portion, 
then  otir  defign  had  been  utterly  da(hed  and  difappointed  \  but  you 
know  this  is  not  your  main  end,  or  great  bufinefs  upon  earth,  but  to 
honour  God  by  an  holy  fruitful  life  here,  and  make  ready  for  the 
full  enjoyniient  of  him  hereafter.  And  what  hinders  but  you  may  as 
profperoufly  manage  and  carry  on  this  your  defign  as  ever  i  You  do 
not  think  the  traveller  is  difabled  for  his  journey,  becaufe  he  hath 
fewer  clog$  and  h'mderances  than  before.  I  think  few  Chriftians 
find  much  furtherance  heavenward  by  their  multiplicity  of  engage* 
ments  or  enjoyments  in  this  world.  Your  cares  and  fears  about 
thefe  things,  will  jiow^  lie  in  a  narrower  compafs  than  they  did  be-  ^ 
fore,  and  thereby  you  may  have  your  thoughts  more  about  youj  to  j* 
attend  the~grc:at^concems  of  God  s  glory,  and  your  own  falyation. 

4TTBut  above  all,  you  will  certainly  find  vour  relief  and  cokilbla- 
tion  to  fie  in  the  everlafting  covenant  of  God.  Thence  it  was,  that 
David  Fetched  his  fupport  under  a  much  heavier  burden  and  fmarter 
rod  than  yours :  For  ypur  relations  were  fuch  as  gave  you  comfort  in  V-) 
their  lives,  and  left  you  many  grounds  of  hope  in  their  deaths ;  but 
his  weire  taken  away  in  thtir  fins.  But  though  the  grounds  of  his 
forrow  (blefied  be  God)  are  not  yours,  yet  I  hope  the  grounds  of  his 
comfort  in  die  text  are  fully  yours. 

I  coiifefs,  I  have  prepared  thefe  things  in  too  much  hade  and  di£- 
tradion  of  thoughts,  which  in  this  juncture  was  unavoidable ;  nor 
have  I  beftowed  much  of  art  or  language  upon  them :  And*  if  I  had, 
they  would  have  been  never  the  more  efieAual  to  your  relief  for 
that.  •  But  fuch  as  they  are,  I  humbly  prefent  them  to  you,  with  my 
hearty  payers,  that  God  would  make  them  a  fovereign  ba/m,  by  the 
blefling  of  his  Spirit  on  them,  to  your  wounded  fpirit,  and  to  all  other 
godly  families  groaning  under  the  like  flrokes  of  God  with  you,  and 
remain^ 

MADAM, 

Tour  tnofi  faithful, 

Sympathhing  Friend  and  Servofst,  ,. 

JOHN  FLAVEL- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


C5  Tie  Balm  cf  tie  Covenant 

2  Sam.  xxiii.  5. 

^  Jkhougb  my  houfe  be  not  fo  with  Gods  yit  he  hath  made  with  me  an 
^  everlajling  covenant  ^  ordered  in  all  things  and  Jure :  for  this  is  all  my  faU 
1^  vaiion,  and  all  my  defire^  although  he  make  it  not  to  grow. 

r'THHESE  arc  part  of  David's  bft  words.    The  laft  words  of  dying 

I  faintSf  but  efpecially  of  dying  prophets,  arc  ponderous^  memo* 
rablej  and  extraordinarily  remarkable  ;  and  fuch  are  thefe  ackno^i^- 
ledged  to  be^  by  all  expofitors.  It  is  a  golden  fentence^  a  divine 
oracle,  fit  to  be  the  laft  words  of  every  dying  faint,  as  well  as  of 
David. 

They  are  called  his  Iq/f  wordr^  not  fimply  and  abfolutcly,  as 
though  he  breathed  them  forth  with  his  laft  breath  ;  (for  he  (pake 
many  things  afterwards)  but  either  they  are  the  laft  he  fpoke  as  a 
prophet,  by  Divine  infpiration,  or  becaufe  he  had  them  often  in  his 
mouth,  to  his  laft  and  dying  day.  They  were  his  epicedium f^his 
fwcet  fwan-Iike  fong,  in  which  bis  foul  found  ftngular  refrefhment, 
and  ftrong  fupport,  amidft  the  manifold  affliAions  of  his  life,  and 
againft  the  fears  of  his  approaching  death. 

The  whole  chapter  is  defigned  for  a  coronis  or  honourable  clofe  of 
the  life  of  David,  and  gives  us  an  account  both  of  the  worthy  ex- 
preffions  that  dropped  from  him,  and  of  the  renowned  worthies  that 
were  employed  by  him.  But  all  the  heroic  atchievements  recorded 
to  the  honour  of  their  memories,  in  the  following  part  of  tbe  chap- 
ter, are  trivial  and  inglorious  things,  compared  with  this  one  divine 
fentence  recorded  in  my  text ;  in  which  we  have  two  things  to  con- 
iider,  viz. 

J,  The  preface,  which  is  exceeding. folemn. 

2.  The  fpeech  itfelf,  which  is  exceeding  weighty. 

I.  In  the  preface,  we  have  both  the  inftrumental  and  principal 
efficient  caufe  of  this  divine  fentence  diftinAly  fet  down,  ver«  i,  and 
the  efficient,  or  author  of  it,  ver.  2. 

The  inftrument  or  organ  of  its  convej^ace  to  us,  was  David ;  de- 
fcribed  by  his  defcent  or  lineage^  the/on  of  J^Jfe ;  by  his  eminent  fta- 
*  tioUf  the  man  that  was  raifed  up  on  high;  even  to  the  top  and  culmina- 
ting point  of  civil  and  fpiritual  dignity  and  honour,  both  as  a  king, 
and  as  a  prophet  \  by  his  divine  unSion^  tbe  anointed  of  the  God  of 
Jacobs  tad  laftly,  by  the  flowing  fweetnefs  of  his  fpirit  and  ftile,  in 
th«  divine  pfalms  that  were  penned  by  him,  whence  he  here  gets  the 
title  of  thefweetpfalmifi  of  Ifrael  s  the  pleafant  one,  in  the  pfalms  of  If- 
rael,  as  fome  read  it. 

The  principal  efficient  caufe  of  this  excellent  paflage,  is  here  like- 
wife  noted,  and  all  to  commend  it  the  more  to  our  fpecial  obfervation 
and  acceptance  :  «  The  Spirit  of  God  fpake  by  me,  and  his  word  was 
««  in  my  tongue."  This  ftamps  mjr  text  exprcfsly  with  divine  au- 
thority.   Tbe  Spirit  of  God  (pake  by  David,  he  was  not  tbe  author^ . 
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bftt  pnlj  the  fcribcof  jt.    Thus  the  enfiiing  difcourfe  13  preiaced. 
Let  us  nextfeCf. 

2.  The  matter  6r  fpeech  itfelf,  .wherein  we  fliall  find  the  maxims 
and  general  rules  of  government  .prelcribed>  and  the  felicity  of  Aich  a 
government  elegantly  defcribed.  «  He  that  ruleth  over  men  mud  be 
««  juft,  ruling  in  the  fear  of  God.  Princes  being  in  God's  place,  ^-n 
mud  exalt  the  righteoufneis  of  Goi,  in  the  government  of  men  ; 
and  when  they  do  fo,  they  (hall  be  as  the  light  of  the  morning  wheo 
the  fun  rifeth,  even  a  morning  without  clouds,  &c.  What  halcyon 
days  fliall  that  happy  people  fee,  whofe  lot  is  caft  into  fuch  times  and 
places !  AU  this  is  typically  fpoken  of  David,  and  thofe  pious  princes 
who  fiicceeded  him  ^  but  mydically  and  eminently  points  at  Clu-ift, 
who  was  to  rife  out  of  David's  feed,  Rom.  i.  3.  and  to  (it  upon  his 
throne,  A£h  i^.  30.  So  that  in  this  he  was  raifed  o|i  high  to  an  emi- 
nency  of  glory  and  dignity  indeed  :  he  was  fo  in  his  ordinary  natural 
feed ;  a  rc^l  race,  deriving  itfeli  from  him,  and  fitting  upon  his 
throne  in  a  lineal  fnccefiion,  till  the  Babyloni(h  captivity,  which  was 
about  four  hundred  and  thirty  years.  And  after  that,  the  Jews  had 
governors  of  his  line,  at  leaft  rightful  heirs  to  that  crown,  till  the  pro- 
mifed  Meffiah  came. '  But  that  which  was  the  top  of  David's  honour^ 
the  moft  fparkling  jewel  in  his  crown,  was  this,  that  the  Lord  Jefus 
was  to  defcend  from  him,  according  to  the  fleih,  in  whom  all  the 
glorious  charaders  before  given  (hould  not  only  be  exaAly  anfwered, 
but  abundantly  exceeded.  And  thus  you  find  the, natural  line  of 
the  Meffiah  is  drawn  down  by  Matthew,  firom  David  to  the  virgjui 
Mary,"Matth.  i.  And  his  legal  line  by  Luke,  from  David. to.  Jofeph^  ^^  ^ 
his  fiippofedjather»  Luke  ii.  23. 

NowptGough  the  lUuftrious  marks  and  characters  of  fuch  a  righ- 
teous, ferene,  and  happy  government,  did  not  fiiUy  agree  to  his  day, 
nor  would  do  (b  in  the  reigns  of  his  ordinary  natural  fucceilbrs,  his 
day  was  not  without  many  clouds  both  of  fin  and  trouble  i  yet  fuch  31 
blefied  day  he  forefaw  and  rejoiced  in,  when  Chrift,  the  extraordi- 
nary feed  of  David,  fbould  arife,  and  fet  up  his  kingdom  in  the  world, 
and  with  the  expe^ation  hereof,  he  greatly  cheers  and  encourages 
him(elf :  Although  my  houfe  be  not  io  with  God,  yet  hath  he  made 
«  with  me  an  everlafiing  covenant|"  &c.  In  which  words  four 
things  are  eminently  remarkable. 

1.  Here  is  a  fad  conce(fion  of  domeftic  evils. 

2.  A  fingular  relief,  from  God's  covenant  with  him» 

3 .  The  glorious  properties  of  this  covenant  difplayed. 

4.  The  high  efteem  and  dear  regard  his  houfe  had  unto  it* 

2.  Here  b  David's  fad  and  mournfuiconceffion  of  the  evils  q[  his 
houfe,  both  morai  and  penal.  «  Although  my  houfe  be  not  fo  with 
<<  God,**^!.  c.  neither  fo  holy,  nor  fo  happy  as  this  defcription  of  a 
righteous  and  flotirrihing  government  imports;  alas  j  Jt.an/wers  not 
to  it :  For  though  he  was  eminent  for  godllnefs  himfelf,  and  had  ib- 
lemnly  dedicated  his  houfe  to  God,  FlaL  xxx.  as  ibon  as  itms  built^ 
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yeas  though  hti.pioufly  refoWed  to  walk  in  the  midd  of  it  with  a  pet* 
fe£t  hearty  and  fiot  to  fuffer  an  immoral  perfon  within  his  walls  ^  jct 
great  mifcartkigei  were  found  even  in  David's  hoo(e  and  peribix» 
which  God  chaftifed  him  for^  by  a  thick  fuccellion  of  fliarp  and  fore 
affliAionsi  Pfalm  ci.  1>  3>  4,  5,  6,  7.  Tamarwas  defiled  by  berbro* 
ther  Amnon,  ^Sam.  tin.  13.  Amnon  was  barbaroufly  murdered 
thereupon,  by  the  advice  of  Abfalom»  2  Sam.  xiii.  28.  Abfiilom  un- 
naturally rebels  againft  his  father  David,  and  drives  him  out  of  the 
royal  city,  and  periflies  in  that  rebellion,  2  Sam.  xv.  i .  then  Adoni- 
jah,  another  darling*fon,  grafps  at  the  crown  fettled  by  David  opoa 
Solomon,  and  periOies  for  that  his  ufOrpation,  i  Kings  ii.  25.  O 
what  a  heap  of  mifchiefs  and  calamities  did  this  good  man  live  to  fee 
within  his  own  walls,  befides  the  many  foreign  troubles  that  came 
firom  other  hands  !  How  many  flourilhing  branches  did  God  lop  otf 
from  him,  and  that  in  their  fins  too  i  So  that  his  day  was  a  day  of 
clouds,  even  from  the  morning  unto  the  evening  of  11 ;  Pfal.  cxxxii, 
I.  «<  Lord,  remember  David,  and  all  his  afHiftions.*  Well  might 
he  fay,  "  his  houfe  was  not  fo  with  God."  But  what  then,  do^h  he 
£iiint  and  defpond  under  thefe  manifold  calamities  ?  Doth  he  refufe 
to  be  comforted,  becaufe  his  children  are  gone,  and  all  things  involved 
in  trouble  ?  No,  but  you  find, 

2.  He  relieves  himfclf  by  the  covenant  God  had  made  with  him  : 
<«  Yet  hath  he  made  with  me  a  covenant/'  He  looks  to  Chriit, 
«  There  is  more  in  the  covenant  than  this  my  houfe  before  God/*  as 
the  Chaldee  turns  it*.  This  little  word  yet^  wraps  up  a  great  and  fb- 
vereign  cordial  in  it.  Thotigh  Amnon,  Abfalom,  and  Adonijah  be 
gone,  and  gone  with  many  fmarting  aggravations  too ;  <*  yet  hath  he 
<<  made  with  me  a  covenant,**  yet  1  have  this  £heet*anchor  left  to  fe«<- 
cure  me.  God's  covenant  with  me,  in  relation  to  Chrift,  this  under* 
props  and  fliores  up  my  heart. 

This  covenant  was,  without  controverfy,  a  gofpel-covenant.  It 
was  David's  gofpel :  For  all  his  falvation  and  all  his  defire  were  in  it ; 
which  could  never  be,  except  Chrift  had  been  in  it,  who  is  the  falva-^ 
tion  of  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  the  defire  of  all  nations. 

It  is  true,  it  was  a  more  obfcure  and  imperfedt  edition  of  the  co^e^ 
nant  of  faith  ;  yet  clearer  than  thofc  that  were  made  before  it  j  it 
came  not  up  to  the  fulnefs  and  clearnefs  of  the  difcoveries  made  by 
Jeremy  and  Ezekiel :  But  yet  in  this  covenant  with  David,  God  re- 
vealed more  of  Chrift  than  had  been  ever  revealed  before  j  for  the 
light  of  Chrift,  like  that  of  the  morning,  increafed  ftill  more  amd 
more,  till  it  came  to  a  perfeft  day.  It  is  worthy  our  obfervation,  how 
God  made  a  gradual  difcovery  of  Chrift  from  Adam,  down  along  to 
the  NewTcftament  times.  It  was  revealed  to  Adam,  that  he  iCbould 
be  the  feed  of  the  womaN,  but  not  of  what  nation,  till  Abraham's  time  i 
nor  of  what  tril^e,  till  Jacob  •,  nor  of  what^Jx  and ^w/i^,  till  David  5 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


^  afpkti  to  i^aed  SaifOs^  2§ 

nor  that  he  Ikould  be  born  of  a  vir^n,  till  iraiah ;  nor  in  what  tavm^ 
tiUMicah.     The  firlirevdatipn  ofjWscoxcoaiitmtbDaridj  was.bjr 
Nathan j^c  propbct  i  2  Sam. /rii*.  lo^  xj,  141.  jd&cjcwards  enlarged 
and  confirmed.  Pfal.  Ixxxix.    Bj  it  he  knew  .nqmcb.  of  Chrift«  an^      I 
wr6fc'ini2cli'ot  him.'    He  fpake^ofhii j^//^/?^ Piaka  xlv.  6, 1 1.  Pfalf^ 
viii.  4,  5,  6.  of  his  offices,  both prfiphetical,  Pfalm  xL  8,  9,  xcprieftl^ 
FTaf.  ex.  4.  and  k'tn^lji  Pfalm  ii.  6.  of  bis  incarnation,  Pfalm  viii  5* ' 
of  b(3  death  on  the  crofs,  Pfalm  xxii.  i6>  17.  of  his  burial,  Pfalm  xv2« 
^1  9>  lo.  refurre^lon,  Ffatm  ii.  7.  and  triumphant  afcenfion,  Pfalm    f\ 
Ixviii.  18.  there  was  thefum  of  the  gofpel  difcoveredt  though  in  dark    ^ 
and'typicaT  terms  and  forms  of  expreffion  ;  but  if  out  of  this  covenant^    j 
as  oUcure  as  its  revelation  wa<5,  David  fetched  fuch  ftrong  fupport  and 
confbhKTon  amidfl  fuch  a  heap  of  troubles^   then  the  argument  b 
^fMi  a  fortiori :  What  fuppoft  and  comfort  may  we  not  draw  thencCy 
who  live  under  the  moft  full  and  perfect  difplay  of  it,  ia  all  its  riches     ,' 
and  gtofy  *,^  enough  hath  been  faid  to  prove  it  a  gofpel-covenant  \  but 
if  ail  j  douj^t  Aould  remain  of  that^  it  will  be  fully  removed'^  by  con^* 
fidering,  '  '  ,    . 

3*  The  eximieus  properties  and  charafters  of  the  covenant,  as  W« 
find  them  placed  in  the  text  \  and  they  are  three,  viz* 

(i>)£verlafting. 

(x)  Ordered  in  aU  things,  and 

(3,)  Sure. 

(i.)  It  is  an  evfrla/Hng  covenant^  or  a  perpetual  covenant,  a  ^v^ 
nantifeterniij^  not  in  the  moil  ftriA,  proper,  and  abfolute  fenfe : 
ForSat  is  the  incommunicable  property  of  God  himfelf,  who  neither 
hath  beginning  nor  end  ;  but  the^  meaning  is,  that  the  benefits  and 
mercies  of  the  covenant  are  durable  and  endleis  to  the  people  of  God':  - 
F(n*Xhri({  being  the  principal  matter  ahd  fubftance  of  the  covenant^ 
there  muft  be  in  it  an  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  as  it  is  calle'd,  Dan*  ■] 
ix.  24.  everlafting  kindnefs,  Ifa.  liv.  8.  everlafting  forgive^efs,  Jer» 
xxxt.'3r4-'^.^^  ^^  eonfequence  to  all  thefe,  everlafting  confblarion, 
IfaTX  1 1 .  in  all  which  the  riches  and  bounty  of  free  grace  ihine 
foHlTin  their  greateft  glory  and  fplendor. 

(2.)  It  b  a  covenant  ordered  in  all  things  or  orderly  prepared,  dif- 
poied,  and  fet,  as  the  word  importsf .  Every  thing  being  here  diP- 
pofcd  and  placed  in  the  moft  comely  order,  both  perfons  and  things 
here  keep  their  proper  place :  God  the  Father  keeps  the  place  of 
the  moft  wife  contriver  and  bountiful  donor  of  the  invaluable  mercies 
of  the  covenant ;  and  Chrift  keeps  the  proper  place  both  of  the  pur- 
chafer  and  iurety  of  the  covenant ;  and  all  the  mercies  in  it ;  and  be- 
lievers keep  their  place,  as  the  unworthy  receivers  of  all  the  gratuitous 
mercHSS  and  rich  benefits  thereof^  and  the  moft  obliged  creatures  ia    •• 

Vot.Vf.  M  .  . 

II       ,   ■■      ■  ■  '  '  ■  ■       1.^   .  1.  i»^ 

*  xifft  0*ia  \wAwMi  oMwiof,  i.  c.  A  CQVcnat.of  age. 

\  A  T[n  prdtMfvH^tli/f^^tfttnfm  ..  ■'■■■  ■„  ^.^' 
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idl  ^icworkt'to  freegracr*  fayiog*  ftkboMgh  my  hoii&^  ye^  .ajkbpu^b 

j^r  my  heart  and  my  life  be  dqi  &  with  God,  yet  hath  he  ipadc  with  me 

an  everiaffing  covenanti     And  as  perfofu,  lo  thingsy  all  things  in  this 

covenant  ftand  lii  the  moft  exqutfite  order,  and  exaft  corrcfpondencc 

^    to  each  other*  •  O  it  is  a  ravifhing  fight  to  behold  the  habitude  and 

refpe£l  of  the  mercies  in  the  covenant,  to  the  fins  and  wants  pf  all 

that  are  in  it  I  Here  ai*e  found  full  and  fultable  fupplies  to  the  wants 

of  all  Qod's  people.     Here  you  may  kt  pardon  in  the  covenant,  for 

,    guUt  in  the  {ouYiJoy  in  the  covenant,  for  forrow  in  the  heart  i^rength 

f^  in  the  covenant,  for  all  defefb  and' weakneffes  in  the  cre.ature  \JlabU 

j  ^  lity  in  the  coveriant,  for  the  mutability  in  the  creature.     Never  did  the 

wifdom  of  God  (hine  forth  more  In  any  contrivance  in  the  world, 

.(except  that  of  Chrift,  the  furcty  and  principal  matter  pf  the  cove- 

saot)  than  it  doth  in  the  orderly  difpofc  of  all  things  in  their  beauti- 

fuLorder,  and  comely  proportions  in  this  covenant  of  grace* 

(3.)  It  is  a  fare  covenant^  or  a  covenant  fafely  laid  up  and  kept,  as 
the  word  imports*  }  and  upon  this  account  the  mercies  of  it  are  call- 
*^  ed,  «*  The^lure  mercies  ofpavid,"ira.  Iv,  3.     AndfoPfalm  Ixxxix. 
'^    a8.  fpeakmg  of  this  very  covenant,  God  faith,  "  ]^y  covenant  (hall 
j    «<  ftand  faft  wjth  him  j*'  there  (hall  be  no  vaciUancy»  nor  ihaking  in 
this  covenant :  and  ver.  34.  «<  My  covenant  will  I  not  break,  nor  al- 
r    ««  ter  the  thing  that  is  gone  out  of  my  lips.**     Every  thing  is  as  its 
foundation  is.' rTow,  God's  covenant  being  foundedinhis  unchan^ble 
counfcl  and  purpofe,  wherein  there  can  be  no  lubricity,  and  Chrift: 
being  the  furety  of  it,  it  muft  needs  be»  as  the  text  calls  it,  a  fure  cove- 
nant, wherein  the  faithfiilnefs  of  God  is  as  illuftrioufly  difplayed,  as 
his  bounty  and  wifdom  are  in  the  two  former  properties  of  it*    And 
fuch  a  covenant  as  this,  fo  everlafting,  aptly  difpofed,  and  fure,  muft 
/leeds  deferye  that  precious  refpeA  and  high  efteem  from  every  be- 
lieving foul,  which  David  here  doth  pay  it,  in 

4.  The  fingular  and  high  valuation  be  had  of  it,  when  he  faith, 
«  This  is  all  my  falvation,  and  all  my  defire,''  or  as  fome  tranflatef 
«  all  piy  delight,  or  pleafure  j'*  i.  e.  here  I  find  all  repaired  with  an 
Infinite  overplus,  that  I  have  loft  in  the  creature :  Here  is  a  life  in 
death,  fiilnefs  in  wants,  fecurity  in  dangers^  peace  in  troubles.  It  is 
all  my  falvation  ;  for  it  leaves  nothing  in  hazard  that  is  efiential  to  my 
'  happineis ;  and  all  my  dejtre^  for  it  repairs  whatever  I  have  loft,  or  can 
loofe :  It  is  fo  full  and  complete  a  covenant,  tliat  it  leaves  nothing  to 
be  deiired  out  of  it.  O  it  is  a  &ll  fountain !  Here  I  repofe  my  weary 
foul  with  full  fatisfa£tion,  and  feed  my  hungry  defires  with  fweeteft 
delights  \  fo  that  my  very  foul  isat  reft  and  eafe  in  th^  bofom  of  this 
bleficd  covenant.  Thus  you  have  the  parts  and  fenfe  of  the  text. 
'  The  notes  from  it  arc  three. 

Obfervation  i .   ^hat  God*s  covenant  people  may  he  exerctfei  mih  many 
«•  Jkaef  ajfiiSkm  in  their  per  Jons  and  families^  EccL  vLm  9* 

*  ^ICV  cufiodiifitffervavit.  \  %^n  bs)* 
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^pRed  to  mffitBei  Satfif^  *    pt 

Even  Davi4't  houfe  vas  the  houfe  of  mourfilng ;  *<  Although  my 
**  houJe  be  not  fo  with  Godj  tbongh  he  make  it  not  to  grow^      All    j 
forts  oC  ootward  afflidions  are  iactdent  to  all  forts  of  n)cn.     ^  AU    | 
^«  things  (faith  Solomon)  come  alike  to  all :  ««  There  is  one  event  to 
•«  th^  righteous,  and  to  th€  wicked^  to  the  cleans  and  unclean ;  to^A 
•«  him  that  iacrlficeth,  and  to  him  that  facrificeth  not.*'    The  provi-  /  ' 
derices  feein  one  and  the  fame,  though  the  fubjeft  on  whom  they  \ 
fall  be  Vaftly  difiercnt.     Eftates  and  children,  health  and  libertf  will  j 
fiill  be  like  themfehres,  vaniDiing  comforts,  whoever  be  the.  ofmers  of  / 
ttem.    Vo  man's  spiritual  eAate  caa  be  known  by -^  the  view  of  hs 
temporal  eftate*     A  godly  family  cannot  be  a  tmfirabUy  but  it  may  be 
a  mDurnful  family.     Religion  fecures  us  from  the  wrath,  but  it  does  ^^  ^ 
not  fecnre  us  from.  the~  rod  of  God.    The  Lord  hath  chofen  another 
way  c^expreffing.  his  love  to  his  peopk;,  than  by  temporal  and  ex*- 
temal  things  :  Therefore  w  aH  things  come  alike  to  all,**    The  covo-  ,• 
nant  excludes  the  curfi,  hut  includes  the  cro/s.     «  If  his  children  for*-  ' 
*<  iake  ray  law,  &c.  then  will  I  vifit  their  iniquity  with  the  rodj  and  i 
«  theBrTin"'wi9>|lripes:  neverthelefs  my  bving-kindncfs  will  I  not  yt 
«  utterly  take  away.^. 

Nor  indeed  would  it  be  the  privilege  of  God's  covenanted  people* 
to  be  exempt  from  the  rod  ;  a  mark  of  iqfiardy  can  be  no  mui'a  fe- 
licity, Heb.  xii.  8.  to  go  without  the  chaftifing  difcipline  of  the  rod,  ( 
were  to  ^o  without  the  needful  in(lru£lions  and  blefled  fruits  that  ac-  j 
company  and  refiilt  from  the  rod,  Pfalm  xciv.  I2. 

Xet  us  not  therefore  fay  as  thofe  irreligious  perfbns  did  in  Mai.  iii. 
14.  <OR:  is  hi  vam  to  ferve  God,  and  what  profit  is  it  that  we  have 
<•  1E^ liis.ordtnances,  and  walked  mournfully  before  him  i^  Surely  .^ 
none  ferve  him  in  vain  but  thofe  that  ierve  him  vainly.  Godlinefi  ^ 
cannot  fecure  you  from  afHi£tion,  but  it  can  and  will  fecure  you  from  ' 
heltjahd  lanAify your  affliAions  to  help  you  to  heaven.  But  I  ftay  ' 
notlere. 

Obfiarvation  2.  jt  declining  family  is  a  fore  Jroke  fvm  the  handrf 
God,  and  fo  to  be  ackrumotedgea  wherever  it  falls. 

It  was  a  growing  forrow  to  David,  that  his  houfe  did  not  grow ;  and 
he  evfed  the  hand  of  God  in  it,  "  He  made  it  not  to  grow,''  as  he        » 
{peaks  in  the  text.     He  felt  as  many  deaths  as  he  had  dead  children. 
Ifb  Gdd  that  hmlds  and  deftroys  families  *,  he  enlargeth  and  firaiten^ 
eth  them  again.     A  family  may  decline  two  ways,  viz.  either^  \ 

i.  By  the  death  :  or, 
2.  By  the  degeneracy  of  its  ofispring. 

1 .  By  theirHeath,  when  God  lops  off  the  hopeful  flinging  branches  , 
thereof;  efbecially  thelaft  and  only  prop  of  it,  in  whom  not  only  all  , 
the  care  and  love,  but  all  the  hope  and  expectation  of  the  parents  is  ' 
cGlitrafled  and  bound  up.    For, 

The  hearts  of  tender  parents  are  ufually  bound  up  in  the  life  of  ai|  ,»^  ' 

•nly  fon*..    As  a  man's  wife  is  but  himlelf  divided,  fo  his  children  '\ 

■*■        -  1 

*  l^wau  M  ^ft4m9Jlat  ciari  f^ra  faraOis*    VirfU. 
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tare  tnit  ymfelf  midtiplj^d :  and  when  stt  love  aad  ddi|(h^>  hogc^and 

^  ^eltpeAadoD)  is  reduced  to  one,  the  afie^ion  is  ftrong^and  thattnsd^es 

tile  &ffli<fHcn  fo  too.     If  h  were  not  an  ooparallcled  grief  aiqpng  aU 

earthly  griefs  and  forrows,  the  Spirit  of  God  would  never  have  cho- 

ien  and  iingled  it  out  from  among- all  other  forrows,  to  illuftrate  for- 

.  row  for  fin  by  it,  yea,  forrows  for  that  fpccjal  fin  of  pkccing  Gbrift» 

J  i»l)e  doth,  Zech.  xii.  lo.  *<They  fliall  look  up<m  htm  whom  they 

^  have  pierced;,  and  /ball  mourn/jbr  him,  aa  one  that  moumetfa  (pr  an 

''  ^«  only  Ton."    How  naked  are  thofe  walls,  and  how  imfurniflied  is 

that  houfe,  where  the  children  (its  beft  ornaments)  are  taken,  down 

End  removed  by  death  ?  It  b  natural  to  all  men  to  jdefire  the  conti- 

Buance  of  their  names  and  families  on  the  earth  ;  and  therefore  when 

God  cuts  off  their  ezpeAations  in  that  kind,  they  look  upon  theow 

ftWes  as  dry  trees,  or  as  the  withering  ftalks  in  the  ficMs,  when  the 

flowers  are  fallen  off,  and  blown  away  from  them. 

2.  Or,  which  is  yet  mu^h  wor{e,  a  family  msy  decline  ..by  the.jdo» 
^eneracy  of  its  offspring.  When  the  piety,  probity,  and.  virtues  of 
anceftors  defcend  not  with  their  lands  to  their  poflerity,  here  the 
true  line  of  honour  is  cut  off,  and  the  glory  of  a  family  dies,  tbougk 
in  children  live ;  the  family  is  ruined,  (hough  there  be  a  numerous 
i^pring.  Surely  it  were  bQt.t.er  jooojurn  for  ten  dead  chiklren,  thaa 
io€  one  fuch  living  child. 

How  many  fuch  wretch^  families  can  England  ihew  this  day  I 
How  hath  Atheifm  and  debaucbtfy  ruined  and  Aibverted  many  ereae 
and  once  famous  families  !  O  it  were  better  the  armr  of  tkofii;.  nmi* 
,  lies  had  been  reverfed,  and  their  hands  alienated,  yea,  better  had  it 
Ipctn  a  fucceffion  had  failed,  and  that  their  names  had  been  blotted 
out,  than  that  Satan  ihould  rule  by  profanenefs  in  the  places  where 
God  was  once  fo  ferioufly  and  fweetly  worCbipped. 

Whenfoever  therefore  God  fliall  either  of  thefe  ways  fubvert  a  fa* 
mil/t  it  becomes  them  that  are  concerned  in  the  ftroke,  not  only  to 
*pwn  and  acknowledge  the  hand  of  God  in  it,  but  to  fearch  their 
hearts  and  houfes  to  find  out  the  fins  which  have  fo  provoked  him  i 
yet  not  fb  as  to  fall  into  an  unbecoming  defpondency  of  fpirit,  but 
withal  to  relieve  themfelves,  as  David  here  doth,  from  the  covenant 
of  God  s  <<  Yet  hath  he  made  with  me  an  everlafting  covenant.** 
Which  brings  us  to  the  third  and  principal  point  I  fhall  infift  on. 

Obferv.  3.  That  the  everlq/lingf  tueU-arderedf  and  Jure  covensni  of 
gracfy  affords  everlajlingy  nvetUordered^  and  Jure  reliif  to  all  that  ar^ 
within  the  Bond  ofit^  fynu  many  or  ifow  great  fiever  their  perfonal^pr  do^ 
W^  trials  andqfiiSiottS  are. 

This  point  will  be  cleared  to  your  underftandings,  and  prepared  for 
your  ofe,  by  clearing  and  opening  three  propofitions,  which  orderly 
take  up  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  it,  vIe. 

Fropofition  l.  That  the  minds  rfmen^  j4a^  the  befi  tnsn^  are  weak  and 
feeUe  Mngs  under  the  heavy  pteffuret  of  affiiBion^  and  will  reel  andjinh 
un^n-thm.  e99ceptthej  he  flron^ly  relieved  and  under^fropped. 
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A  boviiuj;  wall  4oth  not  osone  wsed  a  ftrcHag  flavre  or  tm^tft^  thm 
the  miad  ofa  man  needs  a  ftrong  fuppoit  and  ftay  from  licavea,  whoi 
the  weight  of  afiii£lion  nu^kes  it  incline  and  lean  all  one  wtjr*  «  Ui^' 
«  lefs  the  law  bad  been  my  de1{glitB»  I  fliould  then  bsve  peritved  ia 
<<  mj  afflidtion,"  PraL  cxiz.  92.  q.  d.  What  Book  other  meti  malbb 
to  (land  the  (hock  of  their  afflidioaaf  I  know  not ;  but  this  I  know^ 
that  if  God  had  not  feafonably  fent  me  the  rdief  cxf  a  pronufef  I  hai 
certainly  gone  away  in  a  fSunt  fit  of  defpottdeoc^.  O  how  (ealim*' 
ably  did  God  adminifter  the  cordials  qfhii  wordto  my  droopingt^V 

IDg  foul  ! 

This  weaknefs  in  the  mind  to  fapjport  the  hardens  of  afflifUoiiy 
proceeds  firom  a  double  caufei  vi2. 

1.  From  the  finking  weight  of  the  afflidion. 

2.  From  the  irregular  and  inordinate  workings  of  the  thou^iU 
of  it. 

1.  From  the  finking  weight  that  is  in  affli^on,  elpccialiy  in  fone 
ibrts  of  afilidlions :  they  are  heavy  |>refliHres,  pooderous  hnrdtAs  in 
themfelves.     So  Job  fpeaks,  <<  O  that  aeiy  grief  were  thorovghty 
'<  weighed,  and  my  calamity  kid  in  the  balances  together  1  For  ilow 
*  it  would  be  heavier  than  the  fand  of  the  iea^-therefoiw  my  worda 
"  are  fwa]k>wed  up»"  Job  vi.  2»  3»  4,  qv  d.  If  all  the  iand  thar  Ilea 
upon  all  the  ihores  in  the  worlds  were  fhovelled  up  into  one  heap^ 
and  caft  into  one  icale^  and  my  forrows  into  the  other,  my  grkf 
Tould  weigh  it  all  up.    How  heavy  are  the  hearts  of  the  afflKledl  ^ 
^^2t  iofu^ortable  ibrro ws  do  they  feel  and  groan,  under,  cfjptcfally  1 
when  God  fmiteft  them  in  the  deare(iand  neareft  concerns  they  have  ^ 
in  the  world. 

2.  But  eipecially  the  reelings  and  ftaggerings  of  the  mind,  are  oc« 
caiioned  by  the  mordinate  and  irregular  workiagsof  ttsownthoiighta. 
Were  it  but  poffible  to  keep  the  mtod  in  a  ferene,  fedate,  and  ordi* 
i»te  fraoie,  our  burdens  would  be  comparatively  light  to  what  we 
now  feel  them  (o  be ;  but  the  falling  of  the  thoughts  into  conftifions^ 
and  great  diftra^tions,  fpoila  all.  Upon  this  account  it  is,  that  affile- 
tions  are  compared  to  a  ftoptfyingdozei  which  caftsthefoulintoamaz^* 
meat.  Plal-lx.  3*  <<Thoa  haft  (hewed  thy  people  hard  thingsythoo  hail  \ 
*<  made  us  todrink  the  wine  of  aftoniOiment/'  Af&i£hons  are  called  the 
wine  of  aftoniOiment,  firom  their  effeds  upon  the  mind :  for  under  a 
great  and  fudd^n  ftroke  of  God,  it  is  like  a  vmtch  wound  up  above  ita 
due  height,  fo  that  for  .a  time  it  ftands  ftill,  neither  grace  nor  reafm- 
move  at  all :  and  whai  it  begins  to  move  again,  O  hcnr  confilfed  attd 
irregular  are  its  motions  I  it  is  full  of  murmurs,  difputes,  and  quar- 
rels :  thefe  aggravate  both  our  fin  and  miier«  It  is  our  own  thougfatt 
which  take  the  arrow  of  God  (hot  at  us,  (which  did  but  (lick  before 

in  our  clothes,  and^was  never  intended  to  hurt  us,  but  only  to  warn 
U6),  and  thurft  it  into  our  very  hearts. 
Yoft  thoughts,  as  weU  za  poniards ,  can  pierce  and  wound  the  hearts 
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^  The  Babn  of  tie  Copenont 

of  men>  Luke  ii  35.  <<  A  fvdrd  fliall  pierce  through  thine  own  fbuU' 
t.  e.  Thjr  thoughts  (hall  pierce  thee.  They  can  fliake  the  whole 
£ibric  of  the  body,  and  loofe  the  beft  compacted  and  ftrongly  jointed 
parts  of  the  body :  Dan.  v.  6.  <<  His  thoughts  troubled  him,  and  the 
«f  joints  of  fab  bins  were  looied.^  And  thus  a  man's  own^mind  be- 
comes a  rack  of  torment  to  him ;  a  mifery  which  no.creature,  except 
oicn  and  deirils,  are  .(bbjeAed  to.  O  how  many  bodies  have  been 
deftroyed  by  the  p^ons  of /the  Ibul !  they  cut  through  it,  as  a  keen 
knife  through  a  narrow  (heath.  .  <<  Worldly  forrow  works  death/* 
2  Cor.  vii.  10. 

Propofition  2.  The  mercifid  God^  in  condefcertfien   to  the  nveaknefi 
if  his  people^  hath  pi^o^nded  the  befi  fupports  and  reliefs  for  the  feebk 
'  dnd  tmliBed  fpirits. 

M  mth^  multitude  of  my  thoughts  within  me,  thy  comforts  de- 
••-light  myfoul,"  Pfs^.  xciv.  17.  Carnal  men  feck  their  relief  un- 
der trouble/ from  carnal  things;  when  one  creature  forfakes  them» 
they  retreat  to  another  which  is  yet  left  them,  titt  they  are  beaten  out 
of  all,  and  then  then*  hearts  fail,  having  no  acquaintance  with  God, 
or  fpecial  intereft  in  him:  for  the  creatures  will  quickly  (peod  all  that 
allowance  of  comfort  they  have  to  fpend  upon  us.  Some  tiy  what 
relief  the  rules  of philofophy  can  yield  them,  fuppofing  a  neat  (enteiice 
of  Seneca  may  be  as  good  a  remedy  as  a  text  of  David  or  Paul ;  but, 
abs  I  It  will  not  do  :  fubmiffion  from  fatal  necei&ty  will  never  eafc 
the  affli£ied  mind,  as  Chriflian  refignation  will  do.  It  is  not  the  era- 
^icattngy  but  regulating  of  the  afie£tions,  that  compofes  a  burdened 
and  difkraAed  loul.  One  word  of  God  will  fignify  more  to  our 
peace  than  all  the  famed  and  admired  precepts  of  men. 

To  negled  Go<l,  and  ieek  relief  from  the  creature,  is  to  forfakc 
the  fountain  of  living  waters,  and  go  to  the  broken  cifter^  which  can 
hold  BO  water,  Jer.  ii.  13.  The  beft  creature  is  but  a  ciftem,  not  a 
fountain  \  and  our  dependence  upon  it  makes  it  a  broken  dftern, 
firikes  a  hole  through  the  bottom  of  it,  ib  that  it  can  hold  no  water. 
^  I,  even  I  (faith  God)  am  he  that  comforteth  you,*'  Ifa.  Ivii.  1 2. 
SThe  fame  hand  that  wounds  you,  muft  heal  you,  or  you  can  never 
'  beheakd.  Our  compaffionate  Saviour,  to  anuage  our  forrows,  hath 
IwonMfed  hewUnot  leave  us  amfortlefs^  John  xiv.  i8.  Our  God  will 
not  contend  for  ever,  left  the  fpirit  fail  before  him,  Ifa.  Ivii.  16.  He 
knew  how  tnefiUfaial  all  other  comforts  and  comforters  would  be« 
.  even  phyficians  of  no  value,  and  therefore  hath  gracioufly  prepared 
comforts  for  his  diftreflcd  ones,  that  will  reach  their  end. 

Propofition  3.  God  bath  fathered  ail  the  materials  and  principles  of 
our  rAef  itUo  the  covenant  of  grace ^  and  expeBs  that  nve  betake  our^ 
Jehes  unto  it,  in  times  ofdifirefs,,as  to  our  fure^ft^dent^  and  only  rf^ 
medf. 

As  all  the  rivers  run  into  the  fea,  and  there  is  the  congregation  of 
all  the  waters  \  fo  all  the  pronuies  and  comforts  of  the  gofpel  are  ga- 
thered into  the  covenant  of  grace^  and  there  u  the  congregation  of 
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iH  tbe  fweet  fireams  of  refireflunent  that  are  dilperied  tbronglumt 
thefcriptures.  The  covenant  is  the  ftore-rhoufe  of  promifes,  the  fliop 
of  cordials  and  rare  eHxirs^  to  revive  us  in  all  our  feintings ;  though^ 
ahs !  moft  men  know  no  more  what  are  their  virtues^  or  where  ta 
find  them^  than  an  illiterate  ruftic  put  into  an  apotbecarfsjbop. 

WHat  was  the  cordial  God  prepared  to  revive  the  hearts  of  his  poor 
captives  groaning  under  hard  ^and  grievous  bondage,  both  in  J^jpt 
and  la  Babylon  T Was  it  not  his^  covenant  with  Abraham  ?  And  why 
did  he  give  it  the  iblemn  confirmation  by  an  oath»  but  that  it  might 
yield  to  him  and  all  his  believing  {te^^Jirmg  conftJatum^  Heb*  vi.  179 
18.  the  very  f^t  of  joy  amidft  all  their  forrows. 

And  what  was  the  relief  God  gavcr  to  the  believing  eumtcbs  that  kept 
hisSabbathsy  took  hold  of  his  covenant,  and  cho(e  the  thingi  in  which 
he  delisted  ?  «  To  them  (fadth  he)  will  I  give*  in  mine  hoofe,  and 
"  witiun  my  walls^  a  place,  and  a  name  better  than  that  of  Ions  or 
"  of  daughters,"  Ifa.  Ivi.  4,  5.'  Tho'  they  n^ere  deprived  of  thcrfe 
comforts  other  men  have  in  their  pofterity,  yet  he  would  not  have 
them  look  upon  themfelves  as  dry  trees  i  a  covenant-intereft  would 
aofwer  ail,  and  recompenlc  abundantly  the' want  of  children,  or  uaf, 
odier  earthly  comfort. 

'Certainly,  therefore,  David  was  at  the  right-door  of  relief  and  com^- 
fort,  when  he  repairs  to  the  covenant,  as  here  in -the  text,  ^  Yet 
"  hath  he  made  with  me  an  everlafting  covenant.*'  There,  or  no] 
where  elfc,  the  relief  of  God's  affli£lcd  is  to  be  found* 

Now,  to  make  any  thing  betome  a  complete  and  perfisft  relief  to 
an  afflicted  fpirit,  thefe  three  properties,  muft  concur  and  meet  in  it» 
eUe  it  can  never  e&e^ally  relieve  any  man. 

h  It  muft  be  able  to  remove  all  the  cauies  and  grounds  of  trou* 
bles. 

II.  It  muft  be  able  to  do  fo  at  all  times. 

m.  It  muft  be  capable  of  a  good  perfqnal  iecurity  to  us* 

For  if  It  only  divert  our  troubles,  (as  creature-comforts  ufe  to  do,) 
and  donqt  remove  the  ground  and  caufe  of  our  trouble,  \t  is  but  an 
anodyne f  not  a  cure  or  remedy.  And  if  it  can  remove  the  verygfound 
and  caiife  of  our  trouble,  for  a  time,  but  oot  for  ever,  then  it  is  but  a 
tempoiyy  relief ;  our  troubles  may  return  again,  and  we  left  in  as 
bad  cafe  as  we  were  before.  And  if  it  be  in  ittelf,  able  to  remave  all 
the  cau/&  and  grounds  of  our  trouble,  and  that  at  all  times^  but  not 
capable'oTa'perfonal  iecurity  to  us,  or  our  well  eftabli(hed  intereft  in 
iti  all  fignifies  nothing  to  our  relief. 

But  open  your  eyes  and  behold,  O  ye  affliAed  faints,  all  thefe  pn^ 
perties  of  a  complete  relief  meeting  together  in  the  covenant,  as  it  is 
dlTplayed  in  the  text.  Here  is  a  covenant  able  to  remove  all  the 
grounds  and  caufes  of  your  trouble  ;  for  it  is  ordered  in  all  Mftgs^ 
or  aptly  difpofed  by  the  wifdom  and  contrivance  of  God,  to  anfw^ 
every  caufe  and  ground  of  trouble  and  forrow  in  oar  hearts.  It  is 
able  to  do  this  at  all  times^  as  well  in  our  day,  as  in  David's  or  Abra- 
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fr»  Thi  BoTm  rf  the  Covtnant 

^  >  hm^iiVf*  fi>F  it  IS  an  everlqfiing  covtnant ;  its  viHtNS  and  efficacy  15 
aotdecaynd  bf'riipe.  And,  laftlj,  it  is  capable  of  a  good  pcrjbaal 
firemity  or  afiuraDGC  to^  all  God's  affli^kd  pc<^le ;  for  it  is  ^fitre  cave^ 
manL  The  cpncuireBce  of  thefc  three  properties  in  the  covenant 
makes  k  a  coiiifikte  lelief,  and  perfbd  remedy^  to  which  npt&ing  is 
V  vaBiing  in  tke  kind  and  nature  of  a  remedy.  Tlieie  three  glorious 
piNi|iertMBS  of  the  covenant  as^  aiy  proper  province  to  open  and  con* 
Sub,  ior  your  fuppprt  and  comfort  in  this  day  of  trouUe. 
*  I.  That  tbA  CBMWiaiti  efgraca  u  abU  to  riiW(we  aii  the  catifu  andgrcunds 
^a  Umwii  tmukh^  be  they  nevetrfa  great  or  many.  This  I  doubt  not 
will  be  convincingly  evidenced  and  demoaftratod  by  the  {QUowiog  ar- 
gimentty  or  undcaiiahlc  reaions. 

Attgmmsi  JL  Whatforaer  dKarms  affii&ions  of  the  only  fting  where- 
hf  tbeji  vKOooduS)  muft  needs  he  a  complete  relief  and  remedy  to  the 
affiiaedfbuL. 

But  io.doth  the  covenant  of  grace,  it  disarms  affli^SUons  of  the  only 
Jlfom%  bf  which  they  wound  os» 
/|  .  Theiiefere  she  covenant  of  grace  muft  needs  be  a  complete  relief  and 

apmedy  to  the  afflidied  feuL 
I  The  fting  of  all  affliAions  is  the  guilt  of  iin ;  when  God  finilesy 

I  eonfeience  ufiially  fimites  too :  and  this  is  it  that  caufes  all  that  pain 
end  angnifli  in  the  affliAed.  It  is  plainly  ib  in  the^esample  of  the 
viidow»  Qf  Zarephath^  1  Kings  zvii.  18.  when  her  Ton,  hejp  only  ion, 
and  probably  her  only  chiM,  died,  how  did  that  ftroke  oi  God  revive 
gii3t  in  her  confcieace,  and  made  the  affli^on  piercing  and  intoler- 
able! aaaippears  by  her  paffionate  expoftulatlon  with  Elijah,  who  then 
.'  fojoumed  in  her  houfe :  ^<  What  have  I  to  do  with  thee»  O  giao  of 
i  H  .God?  art  thou  concunto  me  to  call  my  fin  to  remembranccj  and 

<(  to  flay  my  fon  ?''  q.  d.  What  injury  have  I  done  thee  ?  Didft  thou 
j       ,    come  hither  to  obferve  my  fins,  and  pray  down  this  jodgmcnt  upon 
I .  my  child  for  theni  ?  The  death  of  her  fi>R  revived  her  guUl,  and  lb  it 
gaKfnlly  doth,  even  in  thesnoft  holy  men. 

When  Job  looked  upon  his  wafted  body  under  afiUAioDs,  every 

wviidtle  he  faw  upon  it,  feemcd  to  him  like  a  witne&  rifing  up  to  tef- 

;  tiijfr  agsinft  biin.     ^  Thou  haft  fiUed  me  with  wtuddes,  which  is  a 

M^  witnefs  againft  me  ;    and  my  leaanefs  riling  up  in  mc^  beareth 

I  u  wilne^  to  ray  face,^  Job  zvi  8. 

Afflidlion  is  like  a  htte  and  cry  after  fin  in  the  ears  of  confcience, 
end  this  is  the  envenomed  poiloDous  fting  of  affllAfon :  pluck  'out  this, 
'  and  the  afili£ted  man  is  prefently  eafed,  though  the  mat^i:  of  the 

I  afflidioD  ftill  abide  with  hian,  and  lie  upon  him.     He  is  affiled  ftillf 

I  fout  not  caft  down  by  ztSASoon  \  the  anguUh  and  burden  is  gone» 

(  thougli  t-be  iinatter  of  trouble  remain. 

Thiais  pUiA  both  in  fcripture,  and  in  experience.  SuitaUe  here- 
i^to  is  that  ftrange,  but  iweet  eiprefiion,  «  The  inhabitants  ffaall  not 
«  £iy  I  am  fick»  the  people  that  dwell  therein  (hall  be  forgiven  their 
M  iasquii»es|''.  ICa«  xaui.  24*    It  is  not  to  be  imagined  thefe  people  i 
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ap^  to  t^iSei  tdnhi  ^7 

h$A  feund  fttdi  t  fertttnate  ifiand^  or  happy  dhngii^  wlkat  110  4ifMe 
could  touch  or  invade  their  bodies ;  no^  fieknefs  will  find  out  the  bo- 
dies of  the  beft  men^  wfaeitver  they  live;  wherever  fin  hath  been^ 
fiekpefs  and  death  will  fbllow  it.    Heaven  is  the  only  privifeged  ph€« 
from  thefe  niiferies:  but  the  meatidg  is*  though  tbejr  be  fiek^  thejr 
ihall  not  feel  the  pains  and  burdens  of  ficknefi,  <«  th^  ihtll  not  bw , 
"  they  are  fick  r  And  why  lb  ?  beciluie  tier  iniqtatiei  arejirgiimi  ' 
pbinlv  confirming  what  was  before  afierttdj  that  the  anguifli  of  an 
afflimon  is  gone  as  foon  as  ever  the  ftin?  of  guilt  is  plilckt  out.    And 
beace,  parctoning  of  the  fou1|  at>d  healing  of  the  body,  ayt  pttt  to^ 
g^her  as  ^njugate  mercies  /  «  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  vrtio  fcff  I 
«<  giveth  all  thine  iniouities,  and'healath  afl  thy  difeafo,**  FAl.  dw.  / 
1,  3.    When  the  foul  is  at  esJc,  the  pains  Of  tht  Body  tStt  next  «6     , 
nothing:  ^clhdls  can  cloud  all  natural  joys,  but  not  the  joy  of  ft  ^ 
pardon. 

ITay,  which  is  yet  more  \  pluck  out  but  the  fting  of  in,  HoA  there 
is  no  horror  !n  d^athj  the  king  of  terrors,  and  worfjb  of  all  oiltward 
evils.  See  bOw  the  pardoned  believer  triumphs  ovef  it:  <« O  deaftU^ 
<»  where  is  thy  (tins  f  O  grave,  where  is  thy  vJftory?  The  (Hngof 
«  death  is  fin,**  r  Cor.  xv.  55.  They  are  words  of  defiance^  as  liteft 
ufe  to  deride  and  tcom  a  boaffinjg,  bitdting  enemy,  when  tfaey^  fee 
him  caft  upon  his  back,  and  his  (word  broken  over  his  heifid.* 

Where  are  your  boafts  and  menaces  now  i  O  death,  thou  haft  loft 
thy  flbg  and  terror  together.  Thus  the  pardoned  believer,  wifh  «i 
holy  gallantf^  of  (pint,  derides  and  contemns  his  difimAed  m^of 
death.  So  then  it  is  manifefi,  that  whatever  plucks  out  the  poifimi 
ous  fHng  of  affliAion,  muft  Heeds  be  an  efii^Aual  remedy  and  ctnt  \h 
theafliifted  perfon. 

But  this  the  covenant  of  grace  doth  ;  it  reveals  and  applies  ga^^     , 
remifBon  to  them  that  are  within  the  blefled  bond  of  it.    «<  This  fltfdl  , ' 
«<  be  the  covenant  that  I  will  make  with  the  houfe  of  Ifrad  %  i  will 
«*  fbr]gife^tlieir  iniquity,  and  I  wiH  riitiember  their  fin  no  mofe,^  Jdf*  ^ 
xxiS.  33^,34:  f  Behold  here  a  gracious,  full,  and  hrecovi^rable  paX^<* 
don !  /  'wiUfir^et  or  be  propitioufly  mercifol,  as  that  wdrd  imports j 
pobsting  plamty  to  Chrift  our  propitiation,  our  fins  sore  forgiven  tis 
for  his  name's  fake.     And  a  pardon  zsfuU  as  it  'nfree.f  iniquity  and 
fin,  fmailer  and  greater,  are  here  forgiven }  for  Ood,  hi  the  remiffion 
of  his  people's  tos,  having  refpeft  to  the  propitiating  Mood  of  Chrift, 
he  pardons  all,  as  well  as  fome ;  that  blood  deferving  and  purcbafing 
the  moft  full  and  complete  pardons  for  his  people,    1  John  i.  ^<  ^ 
"  the  blood  of  Chrift  cleanfcth  us  from  all  fin.** 

And  fliis  covenant-pardon  1$  zsfirm^  as  it  is /nf^  and  fell.  So  ^A 
the  ctprfefflons  in  the  grant,  /  noitt  rerHemh&'fbSr  Jin  m  more  .•  Or  in    ^* 
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the  tpoftlt's  iporksy  Heb.  viii.  i2.  ipmiAjus-^  m,  I  will  not  remmv- 
.  ber  them  again  :  That  is,  not  fo  rememberi  as  to  impute  them,  or 
condemn  my  pardoned  one$  for  tlvem;  For  the;  pardoned^juj^on^ 
come  no  more  Into  condeninatioq^Job  y..44-  Their  £10%  are.^aft  in- 
^  toHEfic  depths  of  the  fca,  Mc.  yii.  19.  Sooner  (hall  the  Eaft  and  the 
Wefti  the  two  opposite  pmnts  of  heaves,  meet,  than^  the  paxiddned 
^'  fool  and  its£ns  meet  again  in  condemnation,  Pfal.  ciii.  12... 

Now,  the  cafe  ftaading  thus  with  all  God's  covenant-people,  all 

their  fins  being  gracioufly,  fully,  and  irrevocably  forgiven  them,  how 

Goovincingly  and  fweetiy  doth  this  concluilon  follow,  that  thecove- 

'^nstit  is  a  complete  remedy  to  allafiiiilcdbeBjeyfir?.?  As  nothing  can 

'   I>e&I  us  beifbre  Cbrift  and  pardon  be  ours,  which  is  fuiHcient  to  raile 

'      ius^  fo  nothing  can  befal  us  afterwards,  which  ihoold  dejefl  and  fink 

.    iMi,^    This  is  the  firff  benefit  afflifted  believers  receive  from  the  cove- 

/   nant,  and  this  alone  is  enough  to  heal  all  our  (orrows* 

Arg*  IL  As  the  covenant  of  grace  diiarms  all  the  affllAions  of  be- 
li^wrs  of  the  only  fiing  by  which  they  wound  them ;  fo  it  alters  the 
^iPf^ry  nttuse  and  property  of  their  afiiiAions,  and  turns  them  from  a 
fw^e  into  a  bUffing  ta  them :  And  in  fo  doing»  it  becomes  more  thaa 
a  remedy^  even  a  dioice  benefit  and  advantage  to  them. 

AUafilidiotts,  in  their  ^own  nature^  are  a  part  of  the  curfe  ^  they 
are  the  confei^ence  and  puniihments  of  fin ;  they  work  naturally  a- 
fafnft  our  good :  But  when  once  they  are  taken  into  the  covenant, 
their  ^pfiiture  and  property  is  altered.  As  waters  in  their  fubterraneaa 
eafl[ageft|  meetmg  fome  virtuous  minersd  in  their  cpurfe^  .are  therebj 
j|S)pregnated,  and  endowed  with  a  raire  healing  property  to.  the  body  ; 
fa  afii^ion^  palSng  through  the  covenant,  receive  from  it  a  h^^^^g 
virtue  to  our  fouls.  They  are,  in  themfelves,  four  and  harfii,  as  wild 
hedge-fruits }  but  being  wgrafted  into  this  flock,  they  yield  the  plpa-> 
jant  fruits  of  righteoufnefs.  <'  If  his  children  break  my  fiatutes|  and 
^<  keep  not  my  commandments,  then  will  I  vifit  their  iniquity  with 
<f  the  rod,  and  their  fins  with  ftripes:  Neverthelefs  my  loving-kiod* 
<f  nefs  will  I  not  vtteriy  take  away,  nor  fuSer  my  faithfulnefs  to  fail/' 
Pial.  Ixxxiz.  30,  3 1.  Here  ypu  may  fee  all  the  rods  of  affli£tion  put 
int9  the  covenant,  as  Aaron's  lod  was  into  the  ark.  And  hence  two. 
thiRgi  neceSarily  follow. 

(i.)  That  iuch  affli^tiooa  can  do  the  children  of  God  no  hurt. 
They  may  afir^t^.  but. cannot  hurt,  them  :  We.roay  meet  them  with 
fear,  but  (hall  part  from  jthetn  v^ithjoy ;  An  unfanAified  rod  never 
did  any  man  good,  and  a  fan^ified  ro44.cver  did  any  man  hurt ;  He 
ihay  affllA  our  "bodies  with  ficknei$,  deny,  or  cut  off^our  comfort  in 
^  cbildivs,  imfoveriih  our  eAates,  let  Ipofe  perfecutors  upon  us}  but  ia 
all  this  he  really  doth  us  no  hurt,  as  he  fpeaks  in  Jer.  xxv.  ..<$•  No 
more  hurt  than  a  ikjlfiil  furgeon  doth  in  faving  his  patient's  life, 
by  .CSittipg  olBTa  mortified,  gangrened  member  :  No  inore  hurt  thaa 
iroft  and  fnowda  the  es^<i|i  killing  the  rank  weeds  that  extruded 
the  fap  and  ftrength  of  it^  and  prepiuring  ai|d  mellowing  it  ^o  produce 

Digitized  by  VjTDOQ IC 


'^tpp^  to  t^gSSed  Smnti.  9$ 

-^  fruitful  crop  of  corn.  Bf  thcfc  he  rccals  our  minds  from  va-  . 
nitjr,'  weans  our  fond  and  en/haring  affedions  from  the  world,  di&  ' 
covers  aha  morSfies  thofe  lufts  which  gentler  methods  and  cfiays  J^ 
could  not  do:  And  Is  this  for  our  hurt  ? 

I  confers  God'is  thoughts  and  ours  often  ifiSer  upon  this  cafe*    We 
measure  the  good  and  evilof  proridencesy  hf  their  reipedt  to  the  eafe  f 
and  pleafure  ofour  fle(h,  but  God  fees  this  is  the  way  to  caft  our  ipb- Jk. 
riS^fc  a^  dead  formality,  and  in  removing  them,  he  dotii  feat  dc-  / 
pnve  us  oif  the  occafions  and  ihftruments bfiplritua)  mischiefs  and  mi»^ 
icrie^jTnwhrch  certainly  he  doth  us  no  hurt. 

(2.)  ^t  that  is  not  all.  Afflidions  once  put  into  the  coveiiant» 
muft  promote  the  good  of  the  faints;  they  are  beneficial,  as  wdl  as 
harmlefs  things.  **  We  know  (faith  the  apofl;]e)that  alltbtngawQCk  ^5) 
"  ^^S^^cHRm^  good  to  them  that  love  God.'*  This  promMe  is  the 
compais  wliich  lets  the  conrie,  and  direds  the  motion  of  all  the  afflic** 
ttons  of  the  people  of  God;  and  no  (hip  at  fea  obeys  the  rudder  fo 
cxaAly,  as  the  troubles  of  the  righteous  do  the  direction  of  this  pro* 
miie.  Poffibly  we  cannot  difcern  this  at  prefenl,  but  rather  pre^ 
judge  the  works  of  God,  and  fay  all  thefe  things  are  againft  us ;  fane 
hereafter  we  fliall  fee,  and  with  joy  acknowledge  them  to  be  the  hap« 
py  inftniments  of  our  falvation. 

How  often  hath  afflidion  fent  the  people  of  God  to  their  -kneeSj 
with  fuch  language  asthisi  ^  O  my  God,  how  vain  and  fenfual  hath 

*  this  heart  of  mine  been  under  profperity  I  How  did  the  love  of 

<  the  creatiire,  like  a  fluice,  cut  in  the  bank  of  a  river,  draw  away 
«  the  ftream  of  my  affections  from  thee  I  I  had  gotten  a  ioft  pillow 
«  of  creature-comforts  under  my  head,  and  I  eafily  fell  afleep,  and 

<  Sreamed  of  nothing  but  reft  and  pleafore,  in  a  ftate  of  aMence 

*  iSrcfiirfhee ;  but  now  thy  rod  hath  awakened  me,  and  rednced  me 

<  to~a  right  fenfe  of  my  condition.     I  was  negligent  or'dead^hearted 

«  Tn  the  courle  of  my  duty,  but  now  I  can  pray  more  fervently,  feel-' . 

<  in|fy,  and  frequently,  than  before.     O  it  was  good  for  me  that  I 

(  hsvef  been  affliAed.    O,  faith  God,  how  well- was  this  vod  beftow*  ; 

*  ed,  which  hath  done  my  poor  child  ib  much  good  \  now  I  have 

<  xxxitt  6f  his  heart,  and  more  of  his  time  and  company  than  ever  ; 

*  ifOW^fiRS&r  the  voice,  and  fee  the  gracious  workings  of  the  fpirit  of 

<  nrrchncTaher  me  again,  as  in  the  days  of  his  firft  love.**  The  ftim 
cf  all  this  you  may  fee  in  the  ingenuous  meltings  of  Ephraim  under 
a  ianAified  rod,  Jer.  xxxi.  19,  ao.  and  the  founding  ^f  the  bowels 
of  mercy  oieer  him.    «  Ephraim  mourns  at  God's  leet,  and  God  ftiUs 

<  upon  Ephraim's  neck.    I  have  been  as  a  beaft,  faith  Ephhum: 

*  Thou  art  a  dear  fon,  a  pleafapt  child,  faith  God.     My  bowels  are  ^ 

<  troubled  and  pained  for  fin,  faith  Ephraim  :  And  by  bowelt  ai^ 

*  troubled  fo^'thee*  and  my  compaffiqns  rolled  td^ther,  faith  God/ 
O  blefl&d  finits  of  fanftified  rods  !  -fuch  precknis  effeflu  as  thefe  rich- 
ly repay  you  for  alt  the  pain  ai)d  anguiUh  you  feel.    Andthos,  as  the  ^ 
wouBd  <vt  a  ftor{>ioii  it  hc^ed  by  applyiog  itf  own  oilf  ib  the  evil  of. 
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aStttoftt  oanM  bgrthr  fao^tified  firuks  tfiat  it  prodvoBllb  wlua  it  U 
CMice  put  into  ibe  coveaaiit. 

Arg.lll.  Tbecovenaot  doih  1110C011I7  akor  ijhciMiire  and  property 
of  the  fainu  affliOions,  but  it  aUb  pn^/jp  ^^jj^>  and  aptly  placca  them 
in  Che  frame  of  yrovidcBfief  aawig  the  otb^  means  and  infinunenu 
^airialvati«iii  fo  that  a  council  of  ao^ls  could  never  place  diem, 
jortlie  leaft  circnmflance  bclon^ng  to  thean^  mnre  9|tly  and  ad^9»» 
ia06ai4y  than  k  \^  done.  Thn  knowledge  of  this  muA  needs 
4Ji»iot  and  felly  nefieve  the  affliAed  iiiiul :  Apd  who  can  doubt  it  that 
believes  it  to  be  a  covenant  ordered  in  all  thutgSj  as  the  text  i^peaks } 
^ere  all  things,  yea»  the  moft  minnte  circnmfiances  that  befal  you, 
are  reduced  to  their  proper  clafs  and  plaee  of  (ervice  1  fo  ei^a^  or* 
jlevedythat  sdl  the  wilSomof  oMn  and  angeklmownot  how  to  mend 
or  aker  any  thiQg  tm  yovr  adv9M>tage» 

If  afmall  pin  he  taken  out  of  the  frsaoe  of  a  watcb>  and  placed 
997  where  elfe,  the  motion  is  ekher  prcfemtly  ftopped,  or  made  irre* 
flular.  And  as  Qakn  ohfinrvcs  of  the  curious  ^$ric  of  an  human 
body,  that  if  the  ^eatcft  naturalifts  fliould  ftudy  an  hundred  years 
'  W  £Bdoi|t  a  more  commodious  fitttatk>n,  or  configuration  of  any  part 
thereof  it  co«ld  never  be  done.  It  is  fo  here  :  No  man  can  come 
after  God  and  fay»  this  or  that  had  been  better  placed  or  timed  than 
it  i^  if  this  afli^on  had  been  fpared»  and  foch  an  ei^c^ment  flood 
in  the  room  of  k»  it  had  been  better*  All  God's  provide^soes  are  the 
vcfttlt  #nd  iOnc*  tf  his  infimte  wifdom;  For  «  he  works  all  thiiigs 
«<  according  to  the  counfel  of  his  own  wilt,"  £ph.  i.  x  x.  The  wheeU^ 
L  e«  the  motions  and  revolutioi^  of  providence  are  full  of  eyes >  £zek* 
i-  x8.  They  are  w%Xi  advifed  aiid  judicious  motions^  Nw  u^  imfitu 
vobMndur  rata  s  they  n^i  not  at  random*  The  xoo&  regular  and  ex- 
cellent working  nuA  needs  foUoiw  the  moft  fleep  and  perfect  couiw 
ielp  ITa.  xxviii.  ao.  <<  He  is  deep  ixi  ^o^nfelj  and  <§xceUent  in  work- 
*'  ing." 

NoWt  every  affliAion  that  bef^Is  God's  covenanted  people^  being 
placed  by  die  moft  wife  and  infinite  counfel  of  God  in  that  very  or- 
der, time,  and  manner  in  which  they  bdEal  theoa,  this  very  affii^Uonf 
iind  not  that,  at  this  very  time,  and  not  at  another,  (it  being  always 
a  time  of  neod,  1  Pet*  L  $.)  aiid  u(bered  in  by  fuch  forerunning  occa* 
iofi$  and  ckcmnftances:  it  nmft  follow,  that  they  all  take  the  pro* 
perpl^imrand  comeeam^y  atthefittcftfeafonsiandifoneof  them 
Hfve  waatmgy  fomeching  voidd  be  defe^ve  in  the  frame  of  ynnr  Ixapr 
pinefi.  As  they  now  fiapd,  timy  worik  together  for  your  good,  which 
dii^laced,  they  would  not  do* 

It  k  laid,  Jer.  xviii.  1 1.  < <  fiehold,  I  frame  ^vU,  axkl  I  devife  a  de« 
^  viee."  It  is  fpoken  of  the  contnvaxN^e  and  frame  of  affli^ons,  as 
the  propor  works  of  God.  Tbe  pEOj^fi  of  it  is  l^id  for  bis  glory  and 
the  eteanel  good  of  kispeop^'  It  twrns  to  their  lalvation,  FhiL  i. 
»9»    But  D  hittw  £nn  wouM  we  h#ve  ^  or  that  affliAien  ftnewcd 
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ditii  » !  O  if  G<id  had  fpatcd  my  cUU^  cr  ttir  ImWIii  iH  had  Ira 
better  for  mc  than  now  it  is*  But  this  is  oo  other  thsn  •jtrefaiapr 
mous  €Ofre£UDg  and  cmscpouliDg  of  the  "orifiioin  of  God>  and  fo  ht 
jntcrpecta  ii»^  Job  xU  a.  <«  He  th«t  reptovoch  God»  tel  htsi  aafver  it** 
God  bath  ptjt  evoy  affii£Uoo  upon  your  pcdbns*  cfta Wi  celaiiom, 
juft  where  76a  find  and  feel  it ;  and  that  whote  frame  he  hath 
p«t  into  the  covenant,  in  the  virtue  whereof  it  i^orfa  far  your  falvac 
tion ;  and  therefore  let  all  difputings  aad  reafoMS^,  aQ  mnrmun 
aiid  diicoQtents  coafe ;  nothing  can  be  better  for  you,  than  as  God 
hath  tsid  it ;  and  this,  one  would  think,  £u>uld  heal  and  4piiet  a& 
Yoit  youvfehe^  would  oar  aU»  hy  prefunplng  to  mend  any  thing; 
M  Who  bath  dirc^ed  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  or  being  hb  counfeUoTt 
<<  hath  taugbt  him?  With  whom  took  he  counfel,  and  who  inftnititol 
<<  him»  and  taugbt  him  in  the  t»th  of  }udgmenti  and  taught  hna 
«  lcoawIedge»  and  (hewed  to  him  the  way  of  underftandhig  ?"  Ifiu 
xl.  ^3,  14*  Well  then,  be  fatisfied  it  b  beft  as  it  is  ^  and  nothing 
can  be  fo  advantageons  to  you,  as  God's  'projefts  and  contrivaaoe^ 
wtuch  you  are  fotioeafy  under,  and  diflatjsfied  aboat. 

Arg^  IV.  As  the  covenant  forts  and  ranks  oil  your  trdiMet  into  , 
their   proper  clal&s  and  places  of  fervice,  fo  it  fecores  the  ipecialt  I 
gracious  prefcnce  of  God  with  you  in  the  deepeft  plunges  of  dUlrcft 
that  can  befal  yon ;  which  prefencc  is  a  ful)  relief  of  all  your  troidkkS| 
or  eUe  nothing  in  the  world  is  or  can  be  fo. 

The  very  heathens  thought  then^elvri  weU  feciired  agsdnftall 
evik  and  dangers,  if  they  had  their  petty  hoii(hQkl<-gods  withthem  in 
their  jonmeys;  but  the  great  God  of  heaven  andesrth  hath  engaged 
to  be  with  his  people,  in  all  their  afflictions  and  diftrefles.  As  a  ten* 
der  father  fiu  up  himfelf  with  his  fick  child,  and  will  not  leave  Urn  td 
the  eare  of  a  iervant  only  \  fo  God  thinks  it  not  enough  to  leave  his 
children  to  the  tutelage  foid  charge  of  angels,  hot  will  be  with  them 
himielf,  and  that  in  a  fpecial  and  peculiar  way :  fo  run  the  ezpreft 
words4>f  the  covenant,  Jer.  xxxH.  40,  «^I  willnot  turn  away  h*ocn  them  ' 
«<  to  do  them  good,  but  I  will  put  my  fear  into  their  hearts  \  and 
•«  they  fliall  not  depart  from  me."  Here  he  undertakes  fer  both 
parts,  himfelf  and  tJiem»     IvfiU  mU  and  tbeyfiall  ngt. 

Here  is  the  faiftts  fecurity  for  the  gracious  prefenee  ci  God  widi 
ihem,  a  preftnce  which  difpels  all  the  clouds  of  affiiAion  and  (bnom^ 
as  the  fun  feattera  the  morning  mi&s.  The  God  of  all  confolotioA  ia 
with  yont  O  poor  deje£bd  bel^vers,  and  wiH  not  fueh  a  prefcnce  turn 
the  darknefs  into  light  round  about  you  ?  There  is  a  threefold  pro* 
fence  of  God  with  his  cipatures. 

1.  Efiential,  which  is  common  and  neceffiiry  to  all. 
a*  Gracious,  which  is  peculiar  to  fome  on  earth. 
^«  Glorious,  which  is  the  felicity  of  heaven. 
The  firfl'is  not  the-prhniege  here  fecured  \  fbr  it  is  neeeflary  to  all, 
9iod  "and  bad:  In  hun  we  all  Iive»  and  move»  and  have  our  benr. 
The  likft  «m  on  <taitt)[|  ycai  the  ji^  of 
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in  hdl,  are  always  in  this  preieace  of  God^  but  it  t$  their  tonneDty 
rather  than  their  privilege.  The  laft  is  proper  to  the  glorified  fiiiots  and 
ugds.  Such  a  prefence  embodied  faints  cannot  now  bear;  but  it  is 
lib  fpedal  gracious  prefence  which  is  made  over  and  iccured  to  them 
in  the  covenant  of  grace  \  and  this  prefence  pf  God  is  manifcAed  to 
them  two  ways : 

1.  Internally,  by  the  Spirit. 

2.  £itemaUy»  by  Providence. 

f  •  Internally,  by  the  Spirit  of  grace  dwelling  and  aAiag  in  tbem» 
this  is  a  choice  privilege  to  them  in  the  day  of  affliction  :  for  hereby 
they  are  inftnifted  and  taught  the  meaning  of  the  rod,  Pfal.  xciv. 
J  2.  <<  Blefled  is  the  man  whom  thou  cbafteneft,  and  teacbeft  him 
5<  out  of  thy  law.''  O  it  is  a  blefled  thing  to  be  taught  fo  many  lef- 
/  Ions  by  the  rod,  as  the  Spirit  teacheth  themt  Surely  they  recSkon  it 

/  '      /an  abundant  recompense  of  all  that  they  fuffer.     «  It  is  good  for  me 
/  '     :  ^  «<  that  I  have  been  affliaod,  that  I  might  learn  thy  Aatutes,''  Piahn 
^/   '        ^  f:ziz.  7 1 .    Yea,  he  refrelhes  as  well  as  teaches,  and  no  cordials  revive 
;   \  like  his.    «<  In  the  muhitude  of  the  thoughts  I  had  within  me,  thy 

y    I       ,    •*  comforts  delight  my  foul,'*  PfaLxciv.  19. 
^'  Yea,  by  the  prefence  and  bleffing  of  his  Spirit,  our  afflidions  are 

fanfiified  to  fubdue  and  purge  out  our  corruptions*  <'By  this  (hall  the 
«  iniquity  of  Jacob  be  purged,  and  this  is  all  the  fruit  to  take  away  fin/' 
Ifa.  x^tvii.  p.  Now,  if  a  man  be  inftruded  in  the  ends  and  deiigns  of  I 
the  rod,  refireflied  flmd  comforted  under  every  ftripe  of  the  rod,  and 
have  his  fins  mortified  and  pulled  by  the  fanAification  of  the  Spirit 
upon  his  afiliftions ;  then  both  the  burdenfomencfs  and  bitterncfs  of 
his  afllidions  are  removed,  and  healed  by  the  internal  prefence  of  the 
'    Spirit  of  God  with  his  afflided  ones.     But, 

2.  Befides  this,  God  is  providentiially  prefent  with  his  people,  m  all 

their  troubles,  in  a  more  external  way  \  ordering  all  the  circumftances 

of  their  troubles  to  their  advants^e. '  He  orders  the  degree  and  ex- 

.    tent  of  our  afi)i£Hons,  ftill  leaving  us  fome  mercies  and  comforts  to 

^   fupport  and  refreih  us,  when  others  are  cut  off.-    In  OMafure  doth  he 

/    debate  with  his  covenanted  people,  flaying  the  rough  wind  in  the  day 

of  the  eaft-wind,  Ifa.  xxvii.  8.     He  might  juftiy  fmite  all  our  outward 

comforts  at  once,  fo  that  affli£Uon  fliould  not  rife  up  the  fecond  time: 

,         for. what  comfort  foever  hath  been  abufed  by  fin,  is  thereby  forfeited 

I  into  the  hand  of  judgment.       But  the  Lord  kkiows  our  inability 

I  to  fuftain  fuch  ftrokes,'  suid  therefore  proportions  them  to  our 

.   firength.     We  have  fome  living  relations  to  OHoifter  comfort  to  us 

'      '    when  mourning  over  our  dead  :  He  makes  not  a  full  end  of  all  at 

i  once.    Yea,  and  his  providence  fupports  ouriiraii  bodies,  enabling 

I  them  to  endure  the  fhocks  and  ftorms  of  fo  many  afflictions,  without 

I         ruin.    Surely  there  b  as  much  of  the  care  of  Providence  manitefted 

I         in  this,  as  tho'e  is  in  prefervtng  poor  crazy  leaking  barks,  and  weather* 

beaten  veflels  at  fea,  when  the  waves  not  only  cover  them,  but  break 

into  theniy  and  they  are  ready  toiounder  m  the  midft  of  them. 
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appTied  to  affliBcd  Saints.  10) 

0  what  a  fingalar  mercy  is  the  gracious  prdence  of  God  with  meol    , 
even  the  fpecial  prefence  of  that  God,  <<  who  is  abof  e  all,  and  through 
<'  all,  and  in  you  all/'  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  Eph.  iv.  6.     jihve  ail^ 
in  majeft/  and  dominion ;   through  all^  in  bis  moft  efficacious  proTi*  t} 
dence  \  and  in  you  ail^  by  his  grace  and  Spirit.     As  he  is  above  allj  j' 
k  he  is  able  to  command  any  mercy  you  want»-  with  a  word  of  his 
mouth  ^  as  he  is  through  all,  fd  he  muft  be  intimately  acquainted   j 
with  alLyour  wants,  ftraits,  and  fears ;  and  as  he  is  in  you  all,  fo  he 
is  engaged  for  your  fupport  and  fiipply,  as  you  are  the  dear  members 
of  Chnift's  myftical  body. 

Ohjeclim.  But  methinks  I  hear  Gideon's  objeftion  rolled  into  the 
way  of  this  ibvereign  confolation :   <<  If  God  be  with  U8»  why  is  all  -^^ 
«  this  evil  befallen  us  ?" 

Solution^  All  what?  If  it  had  been  all  thb  rebellion  and  rage  agunft 
God,  all  thb  apoftacy  and  revolting  ny>re  and  more,  all  this  cootu^  ' 
macy  and  hardnefs  of  heart  under  the  rod  \  then  it  bad  been  a  weigh* 
ty.and  fhimbling  objection  indeed  :  but  to  fay,  If  God  be  with  us^ 
why  are  all  thefe  chaftening  corrections  and  temporal  cronies  be£»Uen  ! 
OS?  why  doth,  he  imite.our  bodies,  children  or.eAates  ?  is  an  objec-j. 
tion  no  way  fit  to  be  urged  by  any  that  are  acquainted  with  the  foip* 
^es,  or  the  nature  and  tenor  of  the  covenant  of  grace*    Is  afflifting 
2nd  forialdng  ^1  one  with  you  ?  muft  Go(l  needs  hate,  becaule  he 
fconrgethyqa?  I  queftion  whether  Satan  bimfelf  hath  impudence  o- 
nough  to  fet  fuch  a  note  or  comment  upon  Heb.  xti,  6.    <<  For  wbom 
"  the  Lord  loveth»  be  chafteneth,  and  fcourgeth  every  fon  whom  he 
*'  recciveth.** 

No,  ho,  Chriftian,  it  is  not  a  cbaftening  rod,  but  the  denying  o( 
iiich  a  favour^  and  fuffisring  men  to  fin  with  impunityi  and  go  on 
profperouily  ih  the^  way  of  their  own  hearts,  that  fpeaks  a  reje£led 
man,  as  the  next  words,  ver.  7*  infor^n  you.  As  he  never  loved  you 
the  better  for  your  profperity,  io  you  may  be  confident  he  loves  yoa 
never  the  leTs  for  your  adverfity:  and  will  not  this^clofe  and  heal  the 
wounds  made  by  affliction  ?  What,  not  fuch  a  promife  as  thisj^  /  wiJt  - 
hinvitbbim  in  trouble^  Pfal.  xci.  15.  Will  not  fuch  a  prefence  revive 
thee  r  What  then  can  do  it !  Mofes  reckoned  that  a  wildernefs  with 
God,  was  better  than  a  Canaap  without  him.  <<  If  thy  prefence  go 
"  not  with  me,  (faith  he,)  then  carry  us  not  hence,*'  Exod.  xxxiii.  15,  .  • 
And  if  there  be  the  fpirit  of  a  Chriltian  in  thee,  and  God  (hould  give 
thee  thine  own  choice,  thou  wouldft  rather  chufe  to  be  in  the  midft 
oUll  thefe  afflitEtioDS  with  thy  God,  than  back  again  in  all  thy  proit 
perity,  and  among  thy  children  and  former  comforts,  without  him. 

•^r;*  V.  As  this  covenant  aiTures  you  of  God's  gracious  and  fpecial 
prefence,  fo  it  fully  fecurcs  all  the  eilentiab  and  fubftantials  of  your 
^pinels}  againft  all  hazards  and  contingencies  \  in  which  fecurity 
lies  your  fiill  relief  and  complete  remedy  againft  all  your  troubles  for 
the  lofs  of  other  things. 

There  be  two  forts  of  things  belonging  to  all  God's  people^  twc 
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H4  the  Safm  cf  tie  Covenant. 

2.  AccideAtsk. 

t.  Tiiey  liftve  Ibmc  things  which  are  eflential  to  their  happiinefs } 
Ifach  ttre  the  Idviflg-ldndnefd  of  Qod^  the  pardon  of  fin,  union 
with  Chrifti  Mid  rterns^  fdlvation.  And  thejr  have  other  things 
which  ^tt  a^ckleiitalst  that  come  and  go,  live  and  die,  without  afit^U 
ing  or  tttering  their  happkierB  \  fuch  are  heahh,  eflates,  duMren, 
and  all  (brts  of  relations  and  earthly  comforts.  Th^fe  are  to  our  bap« 
plncfei  as  leaves  ore  toi^e  tree,  which  fade  and  fall  away  without 
endangering  the  tree  \  but  the  other  as  the  vital  fap,  without  whkh 
Ik  withers  and  dies  at  the  very  root.  Now  if  it  can  be  made  out  that 
ifce  eovetoant  fully  feeures  the  former  \  then  it  will  ftttmgly  Mlow, 
that  it  therein  abundantly  relieves  us  under  all  our  fbrrows  for  the 
htter:  And  that  k  doth  fo,  will  ei^ently  appear  by  reviewing  the 
OMienant,  wherein  y^u  fliall  find  ail  thefe  fub(binttal  and  eflential 
mercies  of  beTievers,  fully  fecnrcd  agatnft  all  hazards -aftd  contingencies 
vdlatfoever. 

There  the  lovfng4eindne(s  of  God  is  fccurpd  to  their  (bub,  what- 
ever jffli^ns  he  lays  upon  their  bodies.    *<  Nevcrthelcfs  my  lo^^i- 

*  femdnefs  wifl  1  not  trite  away,**  Pral.  Ixxxix.  33.  And  their  pardon 
k  la  faife  -as  the-  fsvoar  of  God  is ;  it  is  fafely  locked  np  in  that  promtie, 

*  1  wW  remember  their  fins  no  more,"  Jcr.  xxxi.  34.     Yea,  heaven, 
ttygether  with  our  petfeveraAte  in  the  way  to  it,  are  bofh  pat  out  of 

j    haxartf  ^  that  invalnaWe  promife,  *<  They  fliall  never  perifh,  nei^hct 
/    *  ffidl  any  man  phick  them  out  of  my  hand,"  John  x.  28. 

Thus  are  all  the  eilentials  of  a  believer's  happinefs  fccnred  in  the 
CGWBhant }  atid  dieife  being  fafe,  the  lols  of  other  enjoyments  (bould 
not  much  afieA  or  woiHid  them,  becauie  if  he  en)oy  them,  they  add 
nothing  to  his  happinefs ;  and  if  he  lofe  tbcra,  he  is  fttll  happy  in 
God  without  them.  And  this  unriddles  that  enigmatical  expreffion 
^  of  the  a^mftle,  1  Cor.  vi.  10.  <<  As  having  nothing,  yet  pnflMRng  ail 
!  ^  things  :^'  i.  e.  the  fubfira€tion  of  all  external  things  cannot  make  us 
mHer^Ue,  who  have  Chrift  for  our  portion,  and  all  our  happipefs  en- 
tire in  him. 

If  a  man  travdiing  on  the  road,  (aH  into  the  hands  of  thieves,  who 
tob  him  of  a  lew  fiiillings,  why  this  doth  not  much  affeft  him  ;  for 
though  he  has  lod  his  fpending  money,  yet  his  ftock  is  iafe  at  home, 
and  hi*  cftate  fccure,  which  will  yield  him  more.  Or  if  a  man  has 
been  at  conrt,  and  there  obtained  a  pardon  for  his  life,  or  a  grant  of 
a  thoulaml  pound  per  annufHy  and  returning  home  fliould  chance  to 
lofe  his  gloves,  or  hrs  handkerchief,  fure  if  the  man  be  to  his  wite^  bo 
MR  not  take  on  or  mourn  for  the  loTs  of  thefe  trifles,  whilft  the  par- 
don or  grant  is  fafc.  Surely  thefe  things  are  not  worth  the  mcn- 
ttoning. 

-  It  is  tme,  the  I06  of  outward  and  earthly  tfaitigs  are  to  a  believer 

,  real  trials,  yet  they  are  but  feeming  loflcs  :  and  therefore  they  are. ex- 

preflttl  ix)  the  apo^le's  phrafe,  with  a  tanquam^Jian  :  <«  As  vbslicn- 
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*<  ed^andfiot  killedj  as  forrowful^  yet  always  rejoicing'*  ft  Oor.  vi, 
9.  And  if  your  lofles  be  but  as  it  were  loSes,  your  ibrrows 
fliould  hp  but  as  it  were  forrows  :  much  like  a  phyiic-ficknefs>  which 
we  do  oot  call  a  proper  ficknefi,  but  as  it  were  a  ficknefs  becaufe  it 
condueeth  to  the  health,  and  not  to  the  hurt  of  the  perfon  ;  as  alf 
God's  medicinal  aflliftions  on  his  peo^e  aUb  do.      ' 

Indeed,  if  the  {|rokc  of  God  were  at  our  fruls,  to  cut  them  off 
iromChrift  and  heavenj  to  raife  our  names  out  of  the  covenant^  otf 
revoke  the  pardon  of  fin ;  then  we  had  caufe  enough  to  juftify  thd 
extremity  of  ibrrow ;  caufe  enough  to  weep  out  our  eyes,  and  break 
our  hearts  for  (uch  a  difmal  blow  as  that  would  be.  But  blefled  be 
God  you  ftand  out  of  the  way  of  (uch  ftrokes  as  tliefe ;  let  God 
ftrikc  round,  about  you,  or  lay  his  hand  upon  any  other  comforts  you 
poflUs,  he  will  never  fmite  you  in  thefe  eflential  thingSi  which  is 
certainly  enough  to  allay  and  relieve  all  your  other  Ibrrows. 

My  name  is  blotted  out  of  the  earth,  but  ftill  it  is  written  in  hea^ 
ven.     God  hath  taken  my  only  fon  from  me,  but  he  hath  given  bis 
onlj^nloFmc,  and  to  me.     He  hath  broken  off  my  hopes  ari(f  ex-   .  | 
pcftatlbns  as  to  this  world,  but  my  hopes  of  heaven  are  fixed  fure  and  |  : 
immoveable  for  ever.     My  houfe  and  heart  arc  both  in  confufion  and  ^  j 
great  diforder,  but  I  have  ftill  an  everlafting  covenant,  ordered  m  all  V 
tWugsr^ainMupe.    1  cannot  fay  my  fon  liveth,  but  I  can  fifll  fayi  ; 
••  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth.    The  grafi  wiiheteth,  and  the  |  . 
«  flower  ifadcth  5  but  the  word  of  the  Lord  abideth  for  ever,**  Ifa.  •  * 
xl.  «.  " 

jtrg,  VI.  As  God  firikes  none  of  tiie  fnbftantial  mercies  of  his  co- 
venant people,  fo  when  he  doth  fnlite  their  external  accidental  com- 
forts, the  covenant  of  grace  affuires  them,  that  even  thoib  Orokes  are 
the  ftrokes  of  love,  and  not  wrath  ;  the  wounds  of  a  ftitlndj  and  not 
of  an  enemy ;  which  is  another  finguTar  relief  to  tiie  attfted  foul. 

The  mof!  frightful  thing  in  any  afflKlSon,  is  the  mark  or  charaflet 
of  God's  wrath  which  it  fccms  to  bear  :  take  away  that,  and  the  a^^ 
tion  IS  nothing.     *•  O  JLord,,  rebuke  me  not  in  thine  anger,  neither  )^ 
«  cbaffen  me  in  thy  hot  difpleafure,**  Pfal.  vi.  i.     He  doth  not  de*- 
precate  the  rebukes,  but  the  anger  of  God  ;  not  Ks  chaftenmg,  but  : 
his  liot  aHpleafure.    God's  anger  is  much  more  terrible  than  his  re- 
bnkfaig,  and  his  hot  difpleafure  than  hi«  chaftening.    TherefiDte  be 
intreats,  that  whatever  God  did  to  him  in  the  way  of  afRi£tion|  ht  : 
wonld  do  nothing  in  the  way  of  wrath ;  and  then  be  could  bear  any 
thing  from  him.     A  mark  of  Divine  anger  engraven  upon  any  afliic- 
tioR,  makes  that  afflSfSon  dreadful  to  a  gracious  foul.  '     * 

BuT  If  a  man  be  well  fatisfied,  that  whatever  anguifli  there  be,  yet 
there  is  no  anger,  but  that  the  rod  is  in  the  hand  of  love :  O  how  it 
eafes  the  foul,  and  lightens  the  burden  !     Now  this  defirable' point  is  . 
abondamly  cleared  in  the  covenant }  where  vt^e  find  a  clear  confift- 
ence,  yea,  a  neecflarycoimeifen  betwixt  the  love  and  the  trod  of 

Vol.,  VI.  No.  50.  O 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I  oti  Tht  Balm  ^  Ost  Coutl^ni 

^  God,  PTd.  Izxxix.  3f.  and  Heb.xiu  6.  Nay,  fo  rare  are  the  affile*' 
tions  of  the  faints  fiiont  ^fng  marks  of  \as  wrath,  that  they  are  th& 
fruits  and  evidences  of  his  fatherly  love. 

Two  neii  walking  through  the  ftreefe,  fee  a  company  of  boy»  fight* 
ing;  one  of  them  fleps  forth,  and  (kigies  out  poe  of  thofe  boys,  and 
carries  him  home  to  corrcft  him  >  which  of  the  two,  think  ydu,  is 
^hat  child's  Aither  ?  The  caie  (Vanding  thiu  with  aU  God's  people, 
fiirely  there  is  no  reafon  fur  their  defpondescies  whatever  their  afflic* 
tions  be. 

:  ^ly.  VII.  Laftly,  The  covenant  d^h  not  only  difcover  the  con- 
fidence and  connection  betwixt  the  love  and  the  rod  of  God>  but  it 
aUb  gives  full  fatisfaAian  to  the  faints,  that  whatfoever  contemporary 
mercy  they  are  deprived  of,  which  was  within  the  bond  of  the  cove- 
nant when  they  enjoyed  it,  is  not  loft,  but  (halt  certainly  be  reftored 
to  them  again  with  a  rich  improvement,  and  that  they  ihall  enjoy  it 
again  to  all  eternity* 

What  a  rare  model  or  platform  of  confolatory  arguments  hath  the 
apoflle laid  down  to  antidote  our  immoderate  forrows,  for  the  death  of 
bur  dear  relatives  which  died  interefted  in  Chrift  apd  the  covenant! 
I  Theff.  iv.  13,  14,  15,  i6,  47,  18,  "  I  Kowld  not  have  you  Igno- 
*^  rant,  brethren,  concerning  them  which  are  afleep,"  thejr  are  not 
^ead»  but  afleep.  Steep  is  but  a  paredthefis  to  the  labours  and  tra- 
.  vek  of  this  life;  and  it  b  but  a  partial  privation,  not  of  the  habits  but 
a^  of  reaTon,  to  which,  upon  3waking>  the  foul  returns  again.  _  Juft 
fucH  a  t^ing  is  that  which  in  believers  is  commonly  called  death*. 
And  we  do  not  ufe  to  bewail  our  friends  becaufe  they  are  fallen 
afleep :  and  therefore  it  no  way  becomes  us  to  foirow  as  thofe  that 
have  no  hope,  nor  to  look  upon  them  as  loft  $  for  as  he  ftrongly  ar- 
gueth  and  concludeth'(ver.  14.)  their  reftoration  to  their  bodies,  yea> 
and' to  our  enjoyment  again,  is  folly  fecured  both  to  them  and  us 
hf  the  refurreftion  of  Jefus  from  the  dead.  The  influence  of  his  re- 
iinreAionls  by  thiepfopltetI(aiah  compared  to  the  morning*dew,  Ifa.. 
-uvi.  19.  to  uew  that  wK'at  virtue  there  is  in  the  morning-dew,  to 
xaufe  the  languifliing  plants  of  the  earth  to  revive  aud  flourifb,  that 
ami  much  more  there  is  in  the  refurre£Uon  of  Chrift,  ^b  revive;  and 
quicken  the  dead  bodies  of  the(e  Aiints ;  their  bodies  (haU  be  reftored 
by  virtue  of  the  warm  animating  dew  or  mfluence  o{  his  refurrec- 
tion. 

Oh^ion.  But  the  marvellous  change  which  the  refurredion  maket 
upon  glorified  bodies,  and  the  long  Reparation  of  many  ages  betwixt 
us  and  them,  feems  to-make  it  impoffiblc  for  us  to  know  them»  as 
thofe  that  were  once  related  to  us  upon  earth ;  and,  if  fo,  then  that 
comfort  which  refulted  from  them,  as  in  relation  to  us,  is  perilhed 
with  them  at  death. 

Solution.  Whatever  change  the  refurreflion  (hall  make  on  their  bo- 
dies, and  the  length  of  time  betwixt  our  parting  wkh  tWm.on  earth» 
and  meeting  them  again  in  heaven  fliall  be  \  neither  the  one  nor  the 
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Other  item  fafficient  to  defbroy  the  grounds  <sf  onr  bope^  that  we 
fhalJ  know  them  to  be  the  Tcry  perfons  that  were  once  fo  dear  to  us 
upon  earth.  There  may  remain  fome  lineament  or  property  of  indivi- 
^luation,  whereby  the  acute  glorified  eye  may  poffibly  difcover  who 
they  were ;  or  if  not,  yet  none  can  doubt  but  h  may  be  difcovered 
to  us  by  revelation  from  God ;  and  that  one  waf  or  ether  it  will  be 
(if^overedy  is  highly  probablci  becaufe  nothing  will  be  denied  to  that  ^ 
j«rfSl  ftate  which  may  contribute  to,  or  compilete  the  joy  andhap^ 
pineii  thereof,  as  we  cannot  but  think  thb  knowledge  will  do.     If  ^ 
Adam  knew  Eve  to  be  flefh  of  his  fiedi,  and  bone  ok  his  bone,  in  the 
ftate  of  innocence ;  and  if  the  apoftles  knew  M ofes  and  Elias  «pon  tl^ 
mount,  yea,  if  Dives  in  hell  knew  Abraham  and  Lazarus  in  heaven ; 
fure  we  may  well  allow  that  knowledge  to  the  gl(n46ed  faints  in  hea-  : 
ven,  which  we  find  in  the  ftate  of  innocence,  or  in  the  iinfui  ftate  on  / 
earth,  or  in  the  ftate  <tf  the  damned  in  hell. 

And  if  fo,  then  the  covenanted  parents  (hall  be  able  to  fay  in  that 
day,  this  was  our  child  for  whom  we  prayed  and  travailed  again,  till 
Chrift  was  formed  in  him ;  this  Is  he  whom  we  educated  for  God, 
and  trained  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonkion  of  the  Lord;  and  now 
we  fee  the  fruit  of  our  prayers,  counfels,  catechtfings }  a  child  of  fo 
many  prayers  perilhed  not.  A^d  the  covenanted  child  ihall  fay, 
this  was  my  pious  Father,  who  took  jfuch  care  for  my  feul ;  and  this 
my  tender  mother,  who,  like  another  Monica,  was  zealoufly  concern-  \ 
ed  for  my  eternal  happinefs.  Thefe  are  they  that  fowed  fo  many 
prayers,  which  God  gave  them  not  time  to  reap  the  fruits  of  on  earth, 
but  now  they  (hall  reap  the  fruit  and  comfort  of  them  for  ever. '  O 
joyful  meeting  in  the  kingdom  of  God !  The  joy  of  fuch  a  meeting 
abundantly  recompenfes  for  all  the  tears  and 'groans  of  a  dolorous 
parting. 

Now,  put  all  this  together,  and  value  the  ailments  produced  to 
make  good  the  firft  thing  propounded,  namely,  the  fufficiency  of  the 
covenant  to  relieve  and  remedy  all  the  forrows  and  lodes  of  believers, 
be  they  never  fo  many,  or  fo  great ;  this  cannot  be  doubted,  fince  k 
hath  been  proved,  that  it  difartns  all  their  afflictions  of  the  only  fting 
by  which  they  wound  5  alters  the  very  nature  and  property  of  their 
affliAions,  turning  them  from  curik  into  bleffings}  ranks  and  dtfpofes 
them  into  their  proper  clais  and  place  of  fervice,  fo  as  the  counfel  of 
men  and  angels  could  never  lay  them  better  to  our  advantaglft;  ^f^gages 
the  gracious  and  fpecial  prefence  of  God  with  you  in  all  ypur  troublefts 
fecures  all  your  eftential  and  fubftantial  mercies  from  all  hazards  and 
contingencies ;  difcovers  a  coniiftency,  yea,  a  connexion  bietwixt  the 
rod  and  the  love  of  God  j  and  a/psrex  you,  that  whatever  temporal 
mercy  you  ever  enjoyed,  in  and  by  vhtue  of  the  covenant,  (hall  be  re- 
ftored  to  you  again  with  an  admirable  improvement,  and  iingular  ad- 
vantage. It  IS  by  all  this,  I  fay,  abundantly  proved,  that  the  cove- 
naat  is  a  ibvcreign  and  effe^ual  remedy  to  all  the  forrowj  of  God's 
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pe^  ;  VkA  that  it  was  no  bjperMe  in  David's  incomium^  wJien  he 
called  it  bisfahaitafh  ond  aU  his  dejin.  But  th«n,  as  I  hinted  before, 
n.  It  muft  be  aUe  ta  do  thcfc  things  at  all  times,  and  in  all  ages, 
or  clfc  it  will  be  but  a  temporary  relief  to  fomc  only  and  not  to  all. 
Now,  that  the  covenant  hath  this  ability  in  all  ages,  and  is  as  able  to 
iclicvc  us  now,  as  it  was  to  relieve  David  in  bis  day,  fully  appears  by 
thcepithet  given  it  in  the  text,  it  is  an  EVERLASTING  COVE- 
t     N  ANT.     «  Yet  hath  hp  made  with  qae  an  everlafting  covenant. 

rime  is  the  meaiure  of  other  things  j  but  cverlaftingnels  is  the 

meafurc  of  the  covenant.    When  tho  Lord  efpo^fcth  a  pc^le  to 

bimfelf  in  covenant,  «  he  betrothes  them  to  Wmiclf  forever,"  Hot  n. 

19.     And  from  that  day  forward  they  may  fay  on  good^ounds, 

^.  <«  This  God  B 'oqr  God  for  ever  and  ever-,  "  be  will  bcjQUC  ^idc 

'^    «  even  unto  de^/'.as  \%  is  in  Pfel.  xlviii.  14-     Nothing  in  nature  is 

fo  firmly  eftabliOied  as  the  covenant  is.    Hills  and  mountains  (haU 

fooner  ftart  from  thdr  bafis  and  centre,  and  fly  like  wandering  atoms 

up  and  down  in  the  air,  than  this  covenant  ifaall  ftart  from  its  fure 

r^  ^d  fteadfaft  iouodation».]&  liv-  lo* 

Th€  caufcs  and  rcafons  of  the  immutability  of  the  new  covenant, 

arc,     .  A    J 

X    The  unchangeable  porpofe  of  God,  which  is  a  fure  and  ftead^ 

Ml;  foundation,  a  Tun.  iii.  29,     «  Neverthelcfs,  the  foundation  of 

'   «  God  ftandeth  fure,  having  tbis  feal,  the  Lord  knoweth  them  that 

<<  are  Tiis7^"Thc  firft  zSi  5  God's  love  to  the  creature,  is  that  by 

fffiicB  *e  chttfcth  fuch  a  one  to  be  his,  and  is  therefore  called  the 

fbundttbn  ol  God,  as  being  that  on  wUch  he  lays  the  fupcrftniam^ 

of  aU  other  mercies.     And  this  (lands  fure,  there  can  be  vaciUancy 

or  flipperinels  in  fudi  a  foundation  \  for  he  knows  who  are  his  \  he 

knows  them  as  his  creatures,  and  as  his  new  creatures  in  covenant  with 

him  i  as  hfa  by  cl8aion,and  his  by  covenaut-tranfaaion  and  compaft. 

.Thejmrpofc  of  his  grace  before  time,  gave  being  to  the  covenant  of 

grace  in  ticpe,  and  is  the  foundatioa  of  it. 

'2.  The  free  grace  of  God  in  Chrift,  is  that  which  gives  immuta- 

^Iwlity  to  this  covenant.  It  is  not  built  upon  works,  but  grace :  <•  Thcrc- 

^  «<  fere  It  is  of  faith,  that  it  might  be  by  grace;  to  the  end  the  pro- 

«  mife  might  be  fure  to  all  the  Teed,**  Rom.  iv-  i6.    This  covenant 

i   is  not  founded  as  the  fiHt  was,  upon  the  variable  and  inconftant  obe^ 

dience  of  man,  but  upon  grace,  which  Is  a  ttcady  and  firm  founda- 

/    tionofit.  ^.^.  -. 

3.  The  furetiOiip  of  Cbrift  gives  everlafting  ftabihty  to  this  cove, 
naiit,  Hcb.  vii.  22.  «  He  was  made  *  the  furety  of  a  better  tcfta- 
«  ment,''  or  covenant:  For  J,«^n  figni6e«  both  9  he  ftruck  hands, 
or  engaged  himfelf  for  the  whole  covenant,  and  every  condition  m  it, 
and  that  both  on  God's  part  and  ours  j  to  undergo  all  our  punifli- 
menu,  to  pay  all  our  debts,  and  to  work  in  us  all  that  God  required 


*  Eyxv9«>  from  fyrwaw  which  figuifie*  to  ftrikci  hands.  i»  y woir. 
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of  us  in  the  covenant  of  grace :  And  all  tbds  under  the  pelulty  tbait 
hj  upoD  us  to  have  undergone.     And  this  not  as  other  furetiesy  who 
enter  into  one  and  the  fame  bond  with  the  principal,  fo  that  the  cre- 
ditor may  come  upon  which  he  will :  but  he  lays  all  upon  Chrifti  and 
relies  whoUyuponhim  for  fatisfadion,  knowing  he  was  able  to  perform 
it;  and  (6  under  the  type  of  God's  covenant  with  Dayidy  Chrift  b  ^' 
brought  in,  P{al.lxxxix.  19*  <'Thou  fpakeft  in  vifion  to  thy  holy  OaOp  t 
*«  and  faklii|  I  have  laid  h^j|{»Qo.pne  who  is  njJghty  :"  q.  d,  I  know  ^ 
thy  ability,  my  Son,  thou  art  able  to  pay  me,  and  therefore  I  lay  all 
upon  thee. 

It  follows  ftnongly  from  what  hath  been  (aid,  that  the  virtue  of  the 
covenant  decays  not  by  time,  as  other  things  do,  but  is  at  this  day, 
and  will  be  to  the  end  of  tlie  workl,  as  potent  and  efficacious  a  relief 
to  all  God's  people,  as  ever  it  was  to  David,  or  any  of  the  believers  of 
the  firft  ages. 

And  if  fo,  certainly  nothing  can  be  more  ftrongly  fuppordag,  or 
fweetly  reUeving  in  fuch  a  changeable  world  than  this.  He  hath  made 
with  me  an  everiafting  covenant.  What  David  fpeaks  of  the  natural 
heavens,  will  be  found  true,  of  things  overfpread  and  otiveied  by  then, 
Pfal.  di.  26,  27.  **  They  £hall  pert(h,  but  thou  (halt  endure:  and  / 
"  all  of  them  fliall  wax  old  like  a  garment  i  and  as  a  vefture  flialc 
"  thou  change  thetn,  and  they  (hall  be  changed.  But  thou  art  the  ' 
**  fame,  and  thy  years  (hall  have  no  end.'*  The  creature  was,  and 
is  liofj'but  my  covenant  God  is  the  fame ;  his  name  is  lam,  and  his 
covenant  is  the  fame  that  ever  it  was ;  which  is  the  fecond  property 
or  ingredient  of  this  complete  remedy  to  the  faints  afili£kions.  The 
covenant  hath  not  only  ail  power,  virtue,  and  efficacy  in  it  (elf  to  re- 
lieve a  dlftrefied  Chriftian,  but  it  hath  it  in  all  ages,  as  well  for  one 
as  for  another.    The  third  and  laft  follows,  namely, 

III.  That  it  is  ^fiire  covenant.  So  David  ftiles  it  in  my  text.  The 
certainty  of  the  covenant  is  the  glory  of  tlie  covenant,  and  the  com- 
fort of  all  that  are  in  it.  The  certainty  of  it  in  itfelf  is  pa(V  all  doubt, 
by  what  hath  been  laid  before.  It  is  certain  God  did  make  fuch  an 
everlaffing  covenant  with  his  people  in  Chrllt,  and  it  muft  remain  an 
eternal  truth,  that  fudi  a  covenant  there  is  betwixt  God  and  tlieou 
It  is  as  impoffible  that  this  everlaiting  covenant  (hould  not  be  made 
with  them,  as  it  is  impoffible  for  God  to  liej  Heb.  vi.  1 8.  If  he  might 
make  himfelf  not  to  have  covenanted  everlaflingly  with  them  whdi 
once  he  had  fo  covenanted,  fuch  a  fuppoiition  would  dedroy  the 
foundation  of  all  faith  and  certainty,  and  overthrow  the  apoftle's  con- 
Sequence  on  which  the  faith  and  comfort  of  believers  is  built.  Nor 
is  it  any  infringement  of  the  Almighty  power,  to  fay,  God  himfelf  can- 
not do  that  which  implies  a  plain  comradi<Stion,  as  foElum^  infeButn 
^fiUfre,  to  make  that  which  was  done,  not  to  be  done. 

But  of  this  there  is  no  doubtj  it  is  a  fure  covenant  in  itfelf.  That 
vhich  makes  to  my  purpofo  here,  is  to  prove  it  capable  of  perfonal 
iecurity  and  certainty  to  us.    David  had,  and  all  the  icJerates,  as 
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well  as  iie,  may  have  a  rub9e£tive  or  peribnal  certainty  alfo*  He 
fpeaks  calegorically  and  pofitively  in  the  text.  <<  Ya  hath  he  made 
*<  [with  me]  an  everlafting  covenant." 

ObjeSHon,  If  it  be  laidi  be  might  have  a  perfonal  certainty  of  it»  be* 
caufe  it  was  revealed  to  him  in  an  extraordinary  way  by  the  prophet 
Nathan,  2  Sam.  vii.  I2|  131  14.  and  extraordinaria  non  current  ///  /%* 
(Jerrfhniy  this  was  a  peculiar  favoorj  which  we  may  not  cjfpeft. 

Solution.  I  reply>  and  why  may  not  we  know  it  with  as  full  a  cer- 
tainty to  whom  God  is  pleafed  to  make  it  known  in  his  ordinary  way  i 
Think  you  his  word  and  Spirit  cannot  ratify  it  as  fully  and  firmly  to 
;^our  fonls,  as  Natba'n^s  difcoveiy  of  it  did  to  David's  foul  ?  God  give 
\  me  but  fuch  a  feal  of  it  in  his  ordinary  method  and  way  of  confirma* 
^  tion,  and  I  will  defire  no  more  of  him  in  this  world  for  myrelicf 
and  comfort^  whatever  aSli£tions  it  fliall  pleafe  him  to  lay  upon  me. 

And  thus  you  fee  all  the  properties  of  a  complete  remedy  in  the  co- 
venant, and  of  it  every  believer  may  fay,  ^  This  is  ail  my  falvation, 
'^  <<  and  ajlmy  defirejthough.he  make  not  my  houie  to  gxow."  And  now 
what  hmders,  but  that  all  God's  afflicted  Ihould  fay  from  henceforth, 
««  Return  unto  thy  reft,  O  my  foul,  for  the  Lwd  hath  dealt  bounti- 
<«  fully  with  thee/'  Pfal.  cxvi.  7.  I  have  all  the  defires  of  tny. heart  in 
•  the  covenant  of  God,  tEougK  he  take  away  the  deiire  of^mine  eyes 
upon  earth  with  his  i\roke.  In  this  covenant  my  foul  is  at  reft,  and 
my  very  heart  is  centred.  No  a01i£iion  can  be  great  enough  to  make 
,  the  confolations  of  the  Almighty  feem  fmall  in  mine  eyes.  Worldly 
forrows  may  iwallow  up  worldly  comforts,  but  no  forrows  upon  earth 
can  fwallow  up  the  confolations  of  the  qovenant. 

I  know  many  Chriflians  droop  and  are  dejcded  under. the  rod^not- 
withflandipg  fuch  foveteign  cordials  are  prepared  for  them  in  the  vo- 
venant ;  but  this  is  not  for  want  of  efficacy  iii  the  covenant,  but  for 
want  of  faith  to  clear  their  intereU,  and  draw  forth  the  virtue  of  it 
to  their  relief.  Some  are  ignorant  of  their  privileges,  and  others 
difEdent  about  their  interefl.  It  is  with  many  of  God's  children,  as 
it  is  with  our  children  in  their  infancy,  they  know  not  their  fathcfi 
nor  the  inheritance  they  are  bom  unto. 

That  which  remains,  is  the  improvement  of  thij  truth  to  our  afl- 
ual  comfort  and  relief  in  the  day  of  trouble.  And  this  I  (hall  affifl 
you  in,  as  God  (hsll  ailUl  mc,  by  way  of, 

1.  Information. 

2.  Exhortation. 
9.  Examination,  and 
4.  Coniblation. 

USE  1;  For  information^  ip  three  corollaries^ 

Corollary  i.  %  what  hath  been  difcourfed  from  tUs  text,  it  appears, 
That  God  governs  the  fpiriiual  part  of  the  vsorld  byfaithy  and  not  hyfenje. 
He  nviil  have  them  live  upon  his  covenant  andpromifes^  and  fitch  their  re* 
Kef  and  comfart  thence  ^  under,  all  their  forrows  and  diftrejffes  in  this  life* 

God  never   intended   temporal   things  for  his  people's  portion, 
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therefore  from  them  they  jmuft  not  expeA  their  relief  in  times  of 
trouble.     He  will  have  us  read  his  love  to  us  by  things  within  m,  not  ' 
by  things  without  us.     He  hath  other  ways  of  expreffing  his  love  to 
his  peopky  tb^n  by  the  finiles  of  his  providence  upon  them.     HoW  | 
would  earthly  things  be  overvalued  and  idolized^  if  betides  th?ir  con-  ; 
veniency  to.ouc.  bodiesy  they  fliould  be  the  marks  and  evidences  of  . 
God's  love  to  our  fouls  !  A  Chridian  is  to  value  himfelf  as  the  mer-  1. 
dianty  or  ttie  hufbandman  doth.    The  merchant  values  himfelf  by  • 
his  bills  and  goods  abroad,  not  by  the  readv  ca(h  that  lies  by  him. 
And  the  hufbandman  by  l>is  deeds  and  leafesi  and  ib  many  acres  of 
corn  he  hath  in  the  ground,  and  Icnows  he  hath  a  good  efhte,  though  !/ 
fometimes  he  be  not  able  to  command  twenty  (hillings.     Chriftian^ 
thy  eQate  aUb  lies  in  good  promifes,  and  new-covenant-fecurities^ 
whether  thou  haft  more  or  lefs  of  earthly  comforts  in  thy  hands. 

Every  creatiire  feeds  according  to  its.  nature ;  the  /ame  plant  af- 
fords food  to  feveral  forts  of  creatures  :  The  bee  feeds  upon  the  flow- 
er, the  Iheep  upon  the  branch,  the  bird  upon  the  feed,  and  the  f^iae 
upon  the  root.  One  cannot  live  upon  what  the  other  doth.  Sou  if^ 
is  here :  A'  Chriftian  can  feed  upon  the  promifes,  and  make  a  fweet 
meal  upon  the  covenant,  which  the  carnal  mind  cannot  renfli.  <<  The 
«  life  that  I  now  live^  I  live  by  the-faith  of  the  Son  of  God ;"  faith  > . 
theapoftle.  Gal.  ii,  21. 

This  is  that  myfterious  and  excellent  life  of  faith,  and  the  teft  of 
true  Cbriftianity,  to  relieve^oarfelvcs  by  our  hopes  of  things-  to  -come^ 
againft  prefent  evils  ;  to  balance  the  forrows  and  loiles  of  this  life» 
with  the  promifes  and  expedations  of  the  next.  Thus  did  the  re- 
nowned belierers  of  the  firft  age;  whenever  they  felt  a  pang  or  qualm 
upon  their  hearts,  under  their  trials  and  forrows  from  the  world>they 
would  prefently  run  to  their  cordial,  the  promifes,  and,  by  faith,  from 
thence  would  refreQi  and  invigorate  their  fouls  with  new  life  and 
power.  ««  We  faint  not,  whilft  we  loqjc  not  at  the  things  which  arc  . 
"  feen,  for  they  are  temporal ;  but  at  the  things  which  are  not  ften, 
**  for  they  are  eternal,"  2  Cor.  iv.  16,  17,  i8.  And  truly  fo  muft 
we  alfo,  when  our  hearts  are  faint  wi^n  vs  in  days  of  afflidion,  or 
our  fpirits  will  fail,  and  we  fhail  go  away  in  a  feint  fit  of  defpon«- 
dency. 

Corol.  2.  Learn  hence  the  fivereign  ejfficacy  of  the  word,  and  tvbat 
a  choice  privilege  it  is  to  have  theje  lively  oracles  of  God  An  otfr  bands,  in  a 
day  of  diffrefs  and  trouble. 

It  is  no  ordinary  mercy  to  be  bom  in  a  land  of  Bibles  and  minifters; 
to  have  tbefe  choice  fupports  and  reliefs  at  hand,  in  all  our  fainting 
hours.  «« This  is  my  comfort  in  my  afflidlion^  for  thy  word  hath 
"  quickened  me,'*'l?fal.  cxix.  50.  It  was  no  fma^l  mercy  gained  by 
the  reformation,  that  it,  put  the  oracles  of  God  into  our  hands.  It 
affords  us  many  cordials  for  the  fupport  of  our  fouls.  For  this,  among 
other  great  and  excellent  ufes,  the  fcriptures  were  written,  "  That 
**  we,  through  patience,  and  comfort  of  the  fcriptures,  might  have  ' 
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«  hope,**  Rom.  xv.  4,  In  other  parts  of  the  world,  it  is  n  Icafcd , 
bpok  ;  blefs  God  it  is  not  (o  to  you.  All  creature-comforts  have  a 
double  defeft,  they  are  neither  fuitable  nor  durable  5  but  the  word  is 
fc'.  Compare  the  arguments  that  have  been  urged  from  the  cove- 
nant with  .fuch  as  thefc.  It  is  iw vain  to  trouble  ourfclves  about  what 
we  cannot  help :  We  arc  not  alone  in  trouble,  others  have  their  lofies 
and  afflictions  as  well  as  we.  Alas  i  what  dry  and  ineffeAiial  com^ 
forts  are  thefe  !  they  penetrate  not  the  heart,  as  pardon  of  fin,  peace 
with  God,  and  fan^fication  of  troubles  to  our  falvation  do. 

And  no  lefs  is  the  mercy  of  an  able  New-teftament  mintftry,  to 
open,  apply,  and  inculcaie  the  ^onfolations  of  khe  fcriptures,  to  be 
efteemed.     It  is  no  common  favour  to  the  affliftea  foul,  to  have  with 

'   or  nea^  him  an  *<  Interpreter,  one  among  a  thouiand,  to  (hew  unto 
«t  him  his  uprightnefs^'*^  Job  xxxiii.  23.     O  England,  prize  and  im- 

.'    prove  thefe  mercies,  and  provoke  not  thy  God  to  bereave  thcc  of 

'   tbi?m. 

I  can  find  no  fuch  fettlement  made  of  the  gofpcl  and  miniftry  upon 
Wf  place  or  people,  but  that  God  may  remove  both  upon  their  abufe 
Qf  them  \  and  if  he  do,  fad  will  the  cafe  of  fuch  a  people  be,  efpeci- 
9lly  when  a  day  of  difireis  and  trouble  fhall  be  upon  them.  It  is 
fad  to  be  in  a  (lorm  at  fea,  without  a  compafs  or  pilot  to  direct  and 
sdvife  the  diilrefied  pafiengers.  Much  fo  is  the  cafe  oi  the  affliAed, 
when  deprived  of  the  word  and  minidry. 

/  Let  it  therefore  be  your  care  to  hide  the  word  in  your  hearts,  and 
ffX  the  teachings  of  the  Spirit  *,  that  whatever  changes  of  providence 
be  upon  the  world,  you  may  have  the  light  and  comfort  of  the  fcrip- 
tures to  direft  and  cheer  your  fouls.  baiiAification  is  the  writing  of 
God's  law  ;n  your  hearts ;  and  what  is  written  there  is  fecure  and 
fafe.  The  word  within  you  is  more  fecure,  fweet,  and  effeClual,  than 
the  word  without  you.  Jerom  faith  oi  Nepotianus,  that  by  long  and 
afiiduous  meditation  of  the  fcriptures,  his  breaft  was  at  laft  beconie 
the  library  of  Chrift.  O  that  the  breafl  of  every  Chrifiian  were  to 
too. 

CoroL  3.  How  fad  and  deplorably  miferaUe  is  their  condition^  %uh» 

;  have  no  title  tOf  nor  comfort  from  the  covenant  of  God ^  luhen  a  day  ofafflic^ 
tion  and  great  diftrefs  is  upon  them  f 

ITnrjclieved  miierxes  are  the  moft  intolerable  miferies.  To  be  over- 
weighed  with  troubles  on  earth,  and  want  fupport  and  comfort  from 
heavenj  is  a  difmal  ftate  indeed  ;  yet  this  is  the  cafe  of  multitudes  in 
the  world.  If  a  believer  be  in  trouble,  his  God  bears  his  burden  for 
bim«  yea,  he  bears  up  him  and  his  burden  too  ;  but  he  that  hath  no 
covcaant-interefi-  in  God,  muft  fay  as  it  is,  Jer.  x.  19.  ^  This  is  my 
«<  affliflion,  and  I  alone  muft  bear  it.** 

There  are  but  two  ways  they  can  take  for  relief,  either  to  divert 
their  trouble  by  that  which  will  inflame  them>  or  refl  their  burden-* 
cd  fpirits  upon  that  which  will  fail  them.  To  run  to  the  tavern  or 
alc-houfcj  inftead  of  the  dofet,  is  to  quench  the  fire  by  pouring  on 
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oil ;  HhA  to  fttn  frdth  (ttit  creatute  which  la  finifteti  wad  W}9itfed,toi 
afao(ber  Which  ftill  continue  With  us,  is  to  lesUi  upon  a  bh>ken  reed. 
Which  not  only  deceives  us,  btlt  wotiods  and  pieiteth  us.    What  i 
miferable  plight  wsi  Saul  iiii  and  how  dtteful  wai  his  aj  and  cotxW  . 
plaint  to  SamueU  t  Sam.  xxviii.  i  j;.  « I  am  fore  diftrefledi  for  the  3 
•  ^  PhlEffines  make  war  agamft  me»  and  God  is  departed  from  me,  | 
i(  and  anfvrereth  me  no  mdre.      Heaveh  ilnd  earth  fbribok  hhn  at 
once. 

fteader.  If  this  be  thy  cafe,  I  adirife  thee  i6  reft  no  longer  In  18 
jhiferaBIe  i  condition.    Thy  tery  diftrefi  fe^ms  by  an  hap^  neceffit^ 
tb  |>ut  theti  upon  God,  s^nd  drive  thee  to  biih  for  refnge  $  aind  it  feems  l 
to  be  the  very  aitii  and  defign  of  God  in  blaffirig  all  thy  earthly  cddv-  ^ 
fortsi  to  n^cdiitati!  thte  to  tomd  to  him,  ^hich  thtfu  wouldft  never  : 
beperfuaded  td  dd,^lulft  thou  hadft  ^ny  oreature^ptop  to  ftay  and  ! 
reft  upon.  '  And  thibk  not  that  thou  fhalt  be  fg'eAed,  bec^fe  thoil 
art  brought  by  a  plain  neceility  to  tim ;  come  fineef  ely^  sind  thdti 
(halt  not  be  upbtaided  becaufe  a  ni^cdlity  threw  thee  Upton  him. 

Ufe  II.  Seeing  then  that  the  coVenaUt  of  GocI  b  the  great  irelief 
Midfopport  of  all  hi3  afttiAed  people,  let  the  afflifted  fom  go  to  Ak^ 
blefled  covenant  ^  ftudy  and  appty  it  in  all  diftrcflb.    It  is  in  Itfelf  ft 
Tovereign  cotdiali  able  to  1-eVive  a  gradou^  ff^t^  the  lom^eft  ebb ; 
but  then  it  muft  be  ftudied  and  applied,  ot*  It  ^ill  heier  g!^  forth  its 
consolations  to  our  refrelhment.    £lttreih<i  forrotrs  stfe  apt  to  deafen  , 
our  ears  to  ail  voices  of  comfort.    The  loud  cties  of  itffliction  too  df« 
ten  drown  the  fweet  ftlll  voice  of  fpirlttial  confotoion ;  bot  i^ithe^  \ 
hett  dtti6  where  our  redrefs  is  t6  be  found.    Why  ftel:  ^e  the  llv- 
ing  among  the  dead  ?  domfort  from  things  that  cannot  yield  it  f  Ttti 
cotenant  can  diicovei*  two  thiogs  Which  att^e  aUe  to  pidfy  the  mclft   • 
iifcoinpofed  heart,  viz. 

;:  Srs?"  I -"««» 

i.  !t  Irill  difcovei*  to  us  the  gOod  of  afti^iion,  slnd  fb  ttiftfy  eat 
tniftakeii  Judgments  about  it.  God  b  not  iukloing  but  confnking  oof 
l&tettft  afid  ha^pplfiefi  Iri  all  thde  difpenfatldfts.  U  will  iatisfy  us,  thai 
in  all  thde  things  he  doth  no  more  than  what  we  ourfelves  allow  and 
ap^ve  td  other  cafei.  It  is  hot  merely  from  his  plMfure,  but  for 
our  profit,  that  th^ffe  breaches  are  made  upon  Out  families  *  imd  com-  ' 
forts,  fith.  xTi.  16.  Who  blames  the  marine^  iot  caftidg  the  gobds  " 
^ver-boafd  to  fave  fhip  and  life  hi  a  ftorm?  Of  the  fbrgeOn  fbtkmdng^ 
yea,  ot  Cutting  off  a  lee  or  arm  to  pfdftrve  the  life  of  his  patient  ?  ot 
foldief )  fof  bnrfaff^  ot  beating  d6wn  the  fubuirbl  td  fave  the  dty  iii  i 
^ege !  And  «^hv  muft  God  only  be  cenfured,  for  cutting  otf  thdfe 
<bio|s  ipm  MS  ^hich  he  knows  ^ill  hazafd  us  in  the  day  of  te'mpta« 
tion  r  He  f<5ei  the  left  we  have  of  entan^^ment,  the  jdi<M  ph>mpt« 
Be6  add  Smdi  We  (hall  have  to  go  through  the  trials  that  are  coifUfi| 
upon  US}  and  that  all  the  comforts  he  cuts  off  froth  oti^  bodies  af€ 
for  the  profit  and  advantage^  of  our  fouls. 
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2.  Here  you  sain  a  fight  not  only  of  the  good  of  affii£tion»  but  aU« 
of  the  coipfortable  end  an(\  iflue  of  afiliAion.  This  cloudy  and  ftor* 
my  morning  will  wind  up  in  a  ferene  and  pleafant  evening.  There 
is  avail  di&rence  betwixt  our  meeting  with  afflfi):jons,  and  our  part- 

^  ing  from  them.     "  You  have  beard  of  the  patience  of  Job,  and  have 

' ' «« Teen  the  end  of  the  Lord.**  O  get  but  Job's  fpirit  under  affliftion, 
iOnd  you  may  fee  as  happy  aA  end  of  them  as  he  did. 

Had  Naomi  feen  the  end  of  the  Lord  in  taking  away  her  hufbandt 
and  ftarving  her  out  of  Moab,  (he  would  not  have  changed  her  namei 
or  iaid  the  Lord  had  dealt  bitterly  with  her,  in  grafting  her  daughter 
by  that  providence  into  the  noble  line,  out  of  which  the  Saviour  of  the 
world  was  to  rife  ;  and  could  you  but  fee  that  good  in  order  to  which 
all  this  train  of  troubles  b  laid,  you  would  not  murmur  or  defpond 
as  you  do.    ' 

Objeffion  i.  Obut  this  is  a  grievous  ftroke  ;  God  hath  fmitten  me 

^  in  the  apple  of  mine  eye,  and  written  bitter  things  againft  me.     No 

j   forrow  is  like  my  (brrow  j  it  is  a  mourning  for  an  only  ion ;  I  have 

;  loft  all  in  one.       . 

Soltahn  I.  You  can  never  lofe  all  In  one,  except  that  one  be  Chrift; 
and  be  being  your's  in  covenant,  can  never  be  loft.  But  your  mean- 
ing is,  you  have  loft  all  of  that  kind  in  one,  no  more  fons  to  build  up 
your  bou(e,  and  continue  your  name. 

.,  2.  But  yet  religion  will  not  allow  you  to  (ay  that  your  de^d.  (Chil- 
dren arc  aloft  generation.     Pramitiuntur^  non  amittuntur :  They  arc 

,  fent  before,  but  not  loft.  For  they  are  a  covenant-feed,  by  you  de- 
dicated to  the  Lord  :  They  were  children  of  many  prayers  \  a  great 
flock  of  prayers  was  laid  up  for  them  \  in  them  alfo  you,  and  all  that 
knew  them,  difcerned  a  teachable  fpirit,  pious  inclinations,-  and  con- 
firience  of  fecret  duties,  ibme  good  things  towards  the  Lord  God  of 
Ifirael,  as  was  faid  of  young  Abijah,  i  Kings  xiv.  13.'  So  that  you 
parted  from  them  upon  eafier  terms  than  good  David  parted  from 

r   his  Amnon,  Abfalom,  or  Adonijahi  who  died  in  their  (ins  and  open 

'.  rebellions.'  There  was  a  fting  in  his  troubles  which  you  feel  not ;  and 
if  he  comforted  himfelf,  notwithftanding,  in  the  covenant  oi  his 

■  God,  in  this  refpcfl  you  may  much  more. 

ObjeB,  2. 0  but  my  fon  was  cut  off  in  the  very  bud,  juft  when  the 
fruits  of  education  were  ready  to  difclofe  and  open. 

&/.  Let  not  that  confideration  to  incenfe  your  forrows;  God 

,  knows  the  fitteft  time  both  to  give  and  to  take  our  comforts  ;  and 
feeing  you  have  good  grounds  to  hope  your  child  ("'ed  interefted  in 
the  covenant  of  God,  you  have  the  lefs  reafon  to  iniift  upon  that  af- 

y  fli£Ung  circumftance  of  an  immature  death.  He  that  dies  In  Chrift 
hath  lived  long  enough  both  for  himfelf  and  us.  That  marimr  hath 
failed  long  enough  that  hath  gained  his  port ;  and  that  foidier  fought 
long  enough  that  bath  won  the  vidory  i  and  that  child  lived  long 
enough  that  halh  won  heaveui  bow  early  foever  he  died. 
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BeGde,  the  fooner  he  died,  the  lefs  fin  he  hath  committed,  and  the 
lefs  mifery  he  faw  and  felt  in  this  wretched  world,  which  we  are  left 
to  behold  and  feel.  And  it  1s  but  a  vanity  to  imagine  that  the  part- 
ing pull  with  him  would  have  been  eailer,  if  the  enjoyment  of  him 
had  been  longer  :  For  the  long  enjoyment  of  de&rable  comforts  doth  r' 
not  ufe  to  weaken,  but  ajBundantly'  io  ,f&engthen  and  faft^p  the  ties  \ 
of  affcftion. ' 

Submit  your  reafon  therefore,  as  is  meet,  to  the  wifdom  of  GodT^ 
who  certainly  chofe  the  fitteft  feafbn  for  this  a£Qi£lion. 

0  but, No  more  buts  and  objections,  I  befeech  you.     E- 

nough  hath  been  offered  froip  the  covenant  of  your  God,  to  (ilenct 
all  your  objedions,  and  to  give  you  theeafe  and  pleafure  of  a  refigned 
wiU.  And  what  are  all  your  buts  and  objections,  but  a  fpurning  at 
Divine  Sovereignty,  and  the  thrufting  in  the  affliction  deeper  into 
year  own  hearts,  which  .are  wounded  but  too  deep  already  ? 

1  perfuade  you  not  to  put  off^  but  to  regulate  natural  affeCtjons:  , 
To  be  without  them  would  Jeftrvedly  r^nk  us  among  the  worft  of  ,;5  q 
heathens :  but  rightly  to  bounds  and  manage  them,  would  fet  you  i  j 
among  the  beft  of  Chriftians.  ^ 

I  cannot  imagine  what  eafe  or  advantage  holy.*  Bafil  gained  bjr 
fuch  a  particular  and  heart-piercing  account,  as  he  gave  of  a  like  at- 
fliflion  with  this  ;  nor  to  whaypurpofe  it  can  be  to  you,  to  recal  and 
recount  thoie  things  which  only  inccnfe  and  aggravate  your  trou- 
bles :  Doubtleis,  your  better  way  were  to  turn  your  thoughts  from  ^ 
fttch  fllbjetlS  as  thefe  5  to  your  God  in  covenant,  as  David  in  the 
text  drdt,  and  to  recount  the  many  great  and  ineftimable  mercies  that    j 
are  fecurcd  to  you  therein ;  which  death  fhall never  fmite,  orcut  off  ' 
from  you,  as  it  doth  your  other  enjoyments. 

^tfj?.'  But  yet  unleTs  we  can  in  fome.meafiire  clear  our  covenant* 
intereft,  all  thefe.  excellent  cordials  prepared,  will  fignify  no  more  to  ,- 
our  relief,  than  water  fpilt  upon  the  ground :  Help  us  therefore  to  do  .' 
thati  or  ellc  all  that  hath  been  faid  is  in  vain?  How  may  a  perfon  ' 
difcem  his  "covenant-right  and  intcrcft  ? 

Anftv.  This  indeed  is  worthy  of  all  confideration,  and  deferyes  a 
ierious  anfwer,  forafmuch  as  it  is  fundamental  to  your  comjFort,  and 
all  actual  refrefliment  in  times  of  trouble  ;  and  will  bring  us  to  the 
next  ufe,  which  is  for  trial  of  our  covenant-intcreft. 

USE  III.  The  great  qucftion  to  be  decided,  is,  whether  God  be  \ 
our  covenant-God,  and  we  his  people?  A  queftion  of  the  moft  folema 
nature,  and  iuch  as  requires  awful  attention. 

We  cannot  expeCt  fatisfaCtion  in  this  matter  by  fuch  an  extraordi** 
nary  v^y  as  David  had  it,  but  we  may  know  it  by, 
rir/l^  Our  covenant-engagements. 

*  I  oace  had  a  fon  (faid  he),  who  was  a  young  man,  my  onlf  fucceflbfi  xkit  folac* 
of  my  a^e^  th:e  glory  of  ])]|  jund,  the  prop -of  my  family,  arrived  tQ.the  eadearipg    , 
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SicofuU},  Our  jcOvcDual  imprcflicMis* 
TbirJJy,  Qur  cpycniuit-conveFfatioiis. 
Fid^t  By  our  covenantrcog^gemeiitSi  or  dedications  of  ourfeWci  to 
pod-»  fpmeitipae^  called  o^  jdmng  ofttfehes  to  tie  Ifori^  Zech.  ii»  i  U 
Qur yielding cmrfelves  to hims Roqu.  vi.  iof  our  givfisg ourfches  to bimy 
.  2  Cor  viii.  5.    The  foul  that  freely  an<(delibmtely  confents  to  take 
,  or  chufe  the  I^rd  to  be  his  God,  may  warrantably  conclude  the  {jord 
I  hach  taken  pr  chofen  bitn:  for  o^r  cfcoic^  of  God  i^  but  the  refqlt  of 
]  lis  choice  of  u$,  John  x^.  ^6,  "  You  have  pot  chofen  me,  but  I  have 
"  chofen  you,**  i  f  you  ^ould  never  have  fhofcoQic,  but  ijjL.coafc- 
Quence  ^o^  and  by  virtue  pf  tny  firft  chpice  of  vqu« 

Well  then,  let  it  be  feriou^Iy  coiifidered,  whether  you  h^ve  duly 
confented  to  take  the  I^  for  your  God,  a^d  f^hrift  for  your  Re? 
ftecmer.     This  iocludes  two  thing;^  in  it. 

1.  Tour  relinquifbingof  all  things  inconfifteaft  i^ith  hiip*  ^ 

2.  Your  acfeptatioo  of  all  that  promotea  \^  ^lory  and  cnjoytnent 
pf  him. 

I.  Your  ireiinquiOiing  of  all  things  th9t  9re  iocfaififtfnt  with  an 
intereft  in  him.  Except  we  let  theie  gd  God  caonDt  be  our  Gods 
nor  Chrift  pur  Redeemer.  The  things  to  be  r^lim^Qied  for  Chrift 
are,  in  (hort,  both  oyir  Jnfid^  apd  our  ri^btiom  fdj.  Sii^rfelf  muft 
Jbe  difclaifnfd  ?iQd  renounced ;  For  wc  cannot  be  the  ifervant^  of  fiQi 
and  the  fervants  of  ChriA  too^  Rom.  vi.  14, 1  jL  And  rigbfccw»4elt 
;  muft  be  renoujKed  alfoA  or  we  can  have  no  part  or  intereft  in  bM 
^  rightcoufnefe,  Rom.  z.  3,  Thefe  arc  two  difficult  points  of  ielf-  dct 
niat,  to  part  with  every  behxved  luft»  and  to  give  up  our  awnrightci? 
pufneis.  Thoufands  phufe  rather  to  be  dmwed  for  ^Ter»  than  t9  da 
either  of  thefe. 

%.  Your  acceptance  and  embracing  of  all  things  that  promnte  hi9 
glory,  apd  &rthpr  the  cnjpyipent  of  hjai.  As  w  the  paiflful  way^ 
of  duty^  hearings  praying,  meditating,  and  all  this  with  the  intention 
pf  the  ionef-man,  and  offering  up  of  the  foul  to  God  in  thefi:  dutie^j 
and  the  piore  painful  ways  of  fuffcfing  for  God,  ahd  enduring  all  loffis, 
reproaches,  torments,  and  death  for  him,  if  hh  glory  requires  it^  and 
you  may  be  thereunto  called*  t^  this  is  included  in  your  chu&g 
Cod  tp  be  your  piod.  And  upon  cur  upderftandiug  and  fret  con* 
fent,  and  fealing  to  thefe  articles,  we  have  right  to  call  him  ottr  God- 
Matrtb*  x^i.  24*  ^  If  any  man  will  come  after  fse,  let  him  deny  him- 
•<  ielfji  and  take  up  his  crofi  and  follow  me."  Now,  have  ypu  copr 
fidered*  the  terms  pf  the  covenant,  weighed  and  balanced  all  the  con- 
ycniei^cies  apd  inconveniencics  of  godlinefs,  and  thea  deterpaioed  for 
Chrift  and  holinefs,  )et  the  c^ft  be  wbat  it  i^riU^  thqfi  ypy  b;^  cho« 
fen  him  aright  for  your  Go4-  Many  thinly  thisy  bavf  ehofai  God 
for  their  God,  that  never  undcrftood  or  deliberated  thefe  terms. 
But  non  cmjentit^  qui  fmfentit .-  He  that  ncirhcr  knows  nor  ponders 
then,  J5  not  capab^  of  ei^g  t  doe  con(bit. 

feconSy,  Wp  may  diicem  01^  coven  ant-interei^y  in  t)ie  coyesaiU? 
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imyrcffioss  that  are  made  upop  oqr  fo^lf.  All  God'is  covenant-peoplf    , 
)uve  a  double  mark  cr  iinpr^inpn  Xf^i^  uppn  ^hemi  vi^* 

l.  Upon  th^ir.mUidiS* 

%.  UpCMA  t)^ir  l^earts. 

1.  Upon  their  vpinAs,  in  z  more  fpiritii?!  ^nd  efllc^iom  kiUMi^ 
ledge  of  God,  Jer-  ^xxl  33.    "  Jh^y  (bail  all  know  m^j  from  the 

«  grca((aft  of  tbem,  eveo  to  the  le^  Qf  thrm-^    Thi^  knowledge  it  I  • 
rai4  to  he  g^vei^,  not  squired  hjf  miere  ftf ength  of  natnrftl  abilitiei  wd  I 
human  aids  j  and^/w/i  q4  intiejfflcf  ^Qk'iff,  not  by  the  footftepi  of  ^'  J 
the  creatqres  onljEt  as  he  fpeakst  2  Cor.  iv.  6.    U  U  the  choke  teachr 
log  of  the  anointiogy  i  jphn  it.  27.     A  keowledge  fpriRgi^g  from  i«v 
ward  experience  and  fpiritiial  fenfi: ;  a9  we  know  the  fweetnefs  of 
bonejF  bjr  tafiing^  better  than  by  aU  the  defcriptions  and  repom  thll 
can  be  m^^de  of  it« 

2,  UpQi|  tbeir  ht^xx^  in.tha]t  gsaciottft  teodemefs  and  meHinpof 
h  for  fioy  04*  the  ditcov^^.  qI  free*gracQ  in  the.pardon  of  it.    So  jov  ; 
re^d  in  l|:?ek.  xxicvi.  96.    <^  A  pew  heart  alfo  will  I  give  jou^  aod  »  ^\ 
**  pew  ^irit  will  I  put  within  yo^,  and  I  will  take  away  the  ftonj  1 
f*  heart  oat  of  jotK  fleihi  9pd  I  will  give  yon  an  heart  of  fte(h« 

It  is  as  eafy  to  melt  the  obdurate  roefcs  into  fweot  fyrup>  a&  tt  i^  td 
moU  the  na^up^l  heart  into, a  peoiitcBtfal  and  tender  meltmg  for  fin  ; 
bqt  now  there  i«  a  principle  or  hatut  of  tendernels  imphmed  ia  thl 
foul,  w^ehy  it  i^  difpoTed  and  iochocd  to  relent  ax)d  thaw  tngenn^. 
OHfly  oppn  a»y  jnft  ixcafion* 

7%ir4(|iL  Our  covemot-iatereft  may  be  evinced  in  and  bf  our  co« 
vcnant-converfations.  AU  the  koQwlodge  which  is  oonummicatod  to 
eup  mindai  oq4  attth^  tendcrneft  given  to  our  hearts^  do  refpeA  and 
tend  to  this:  Eack.  xxhvi.  2^.  <<  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  yWi 
'<  and  cavfe  you  to  walk  In  my  ftajtutes/'  Habits  and  principlet  are 
for  ^^n  a|94  prance  :  Grace  in  the  heart  is  for  obedience  and  ho* ' 
liDcftoflife, 

^  kJciiltf  lha(  as  our  graees  are  i«iperfe€k»  fo  is  our  obedience  aUb. 
PcrfcQ  working  is  not  to  be  expected  from  imperfe£l  creatorea.  God's 
D«n  covenantei^pcople  do  often  grieve  him,  and  provoke  him  to 
bring  them'  under  th^  rod  of  aflj^idion  i  but  thofe  thftir  infiroutiea 
break  not  tbir  bond  of  the  covenant,  Pfal.  Ixuix.  30,  3 1,  32.  Cafo 
and  watchliiinera  ordiaariiy  go  before  them»  confliAs  and  reiiftaneo 
^companf  them,  and  0iame,  grief»  and  renewed  care,  ufually  Ibllow  ' 
tbem^  2  Cor.  vii.  ij«  By  thefe  things  (which  defences  a  more  con 
pious  dlAiourfe  than  my  prefent  defign  can  allow)  we  may  be  hdpetl 
|o  ckar  our  intfreft  in  the  covenant  of  grace :  And  that  heiog  dcmcp 
it  ihouU  be  out  of  the  power  ojt  a4  the  afflidioas  in  the  world  to  fiok 
your  Tpirits.    |^t  me  therefore  in  the  laft  place  add, 

USE  IV*  A  word  of  confolation  to  your  dejeded  and  drooping 
^^^^ jpoifL  Ibi^  (ad  and  mouraful  occafion.  Why  are  yon  lo  trou*r 
bleSr  And  .why  do  thoughts  arife  in  your,  hearts?  Methinks  them 
oafh  bcf^  ^  tf^  ^^SB^^  ^  comfort  ^keady  di&overed  to  you 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Ii8  Tbe  JBalm  tf  tie  Covenani 

in  this  blefied  covenant,  that^ could  your  faith  but  once  fix  upon  it, 
and  realize  and  apply  \t,  I  might  lay  down  my  pen  at  thb  period,  and 
fay.  The  work  is  done,  there  needs  no  more ;  but  knowing  ho«r 
obffinate  deep  forrows  are,  and  how  difficult  a  taflc  the  comforting  of 
an  afltifted  mind  is,  I  will,  for  a  cbfe,.  fuperadd  a  few  confiderations 
:  more,  to  all  that  hath  been  urged  and  argued  before. 

Confideraiion  i.  Confider  how  fmall  and  trivial  the  comforts,  vhofe 

lofs  you  bewail,  are  in  comparifon  with  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  ftili  your 

•    own,  under  the  bond  of  a  furje  covenant.     A  fon,  an  only  and 

^   promifing  fon,  is  a  great  thing|  when  he  Aands  in  comparifon  with 

•.^  oCher  creature-comforts,    but   furely  he   will  feem  a  fmall  things 

.  ^  and  next  to  nothing,  when  fet  by,  or  compared  with  Jefus  Chrift. 

\    Behold  the  Father^  Son,  aiid  Spirit  I .   Pardon  and  eternal  falvation 

'     are  this  day  prefentedin  the  covenant  of  grace  before  your  fouls,  as 

your  own-     «  Qod,  even  our  own  God,  (ball  blefs,**  Pfal.  Ixvii.  6, 

When  you  feel  your  hearts  wounded  with  fuch  a  thought  as  this,  I 

cannot  embrace  my  children  in  my  arms,  they  are  now  out  of  my 

reach  \  then  blei^  and  admire  God,  that  the  arms  of  your  fiuth  can 

embrace  fo  great,  fo  glorious  a  Saviour,  and  that  you  can  fay,  ^<  My 

'    «<  beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  his." 

Cofijid.  II.  Confider  what  evil  days  are  cooking  on,  and  what  a 
mercy  it  is  to  your  dead,  that  God  hath  taken  them  away  from  the 
evil  to  come,  lil.  Ivii.  i,  2,  There  are  two  forts  of  evils  to  come, 
viz.  Evils  offin,  and  evils  of/ufferings ;  and  it  is  no  fmall  favour  to 
be  fet  out  oF  the  way  of  both.  The  grave  is  the  hiding-place  where 
Ood  fe):ure$  fome  from  the  dangers  of  both. 

We  arc  apt  to  promife  ourfelves  times  of  tranquillity,  and  then  it 
cuts' us  to  tlynk  that  our  dear  ones  fhall  not  partake  with  us  in  that 
felicity :  But  if  we  wifely  confider  the  fins  or  the  figns  of  the  times, 
we  have  more  ^aufe  to  rejoice  that  God  bath  fet  them  out  of  harm's 
way. 

All  things  feem  to  confpire  and  work  towards  a  day  of  great  temp- 
tation and  tribulation.  Now  as  Chriil  told  his  difciples,  who  were  fo 
dejeded,  becaufe  he  was  to  leave  them,  John  xiv.  98.  «  If  ye  loved 
"  me,  ye  would  rejoice,  bccaufe  I  faid,  I  go  to  the  Father :"'  So  tru- 
ly you  would  much  better  exprefs  and  manifeft  your  love  to  your 
children,  in  your  fatisfadion  in  the  will  and  appointment  of  God,  in 
taking  them  into  reil  and  fafety,  than  in  your  dejections  and  (brrows 
for  their  removal.  Surely  they  are  better  where  they  are,  than 
where  they  were,  whom  God  hath  houfed  in  heaven  out  of  the  ftorm 
and  tempeft.  And  could  your  dear  friends  that  are  with  Cbrift,  have 
any  more  intercourfe  with  this  world,  and  fee  your  tears,  and  hear 
your  fighs  for  them,  they  would  fay  to  you,  as  Chrift  did  to  thofe 
that  followed  him  wailing  and  mourning,  Wc^pnot  for  us,  bbt  for 
yourfelves,  and  fuch  as  remain  in  the  world, with  you,  to  fee  and  feel 
^be  calamities  that  are  coming  on  it.  ; 

Qonfid.  III^  Confider  how  dear  you  are  tQ  that  bleffed  ftate  your* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


applied  to  affiiBed  Sainif*  ^ig 

JelveSy  ^ert  God  JkaJl  be  ail  in  all^  and  you  fliall  feel  no  want  of  anj 
oroture-comfbit,  i  Cor.  xv.  28. 
CrcatTOrc«-comferts  are  only  accommodated  comforts  to  this  animal 


an  d>e  riverS)  lakes,  and  fpi'ings  in  the  world  :  And  lisht  enough  hi 
one  fan  to  enlighten  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  world:  So  there  i» 
enough  in  one  God  eternally  to  fill  and  fatisfy  all  the  blefled  fouls  in 
heaveni  without  the  addition  of  any  creature-comfort.  God  is  com- 
plete fatis£i6tion  to  all  the  (^ints  m  the  abfence  (I  cannot  fay  want)  of 
wives  and  children,  meats  and  drinks,  eftates  and  fenfitive  pleafures : 
There  will  be  no  more  need  of  thefe  thingis,  than  of  candles  at  noon- 
day. Yon  ihall  be  as  the  angels  of  God,  who  ha^e  no  concernment 
for  relations. 

Tour  iiilnefs  of  years,  infirmities  of  body^  and,  I  hope^  I  may  addp 
yonr  igj^wcmentslngg;^^^                 not  far  (hort^  of  this  bl^cd  > 
Itate :  And   tho^h  you  maylecm  tb'neied  thefe  Fomforts  in  the  < 
way,  yCTaFGod  ihall  lupply  all'your  wants.    " 

'  Cofju.  W.  TocCTiclude,  Whatfoever  your  troubles,  wants,  fears> 
or  dangers  are,  or  may  be  in  your^tiajgto^fcfi^Hcflcd^^^ 
vcnaS  oTJfaciTS^yourTc^^  j 

Jhall  open  aiitf  "^IviiK,' as  Jordam^     ^^  g^^  7^^  ^  (^^^  paflage  into  *' 
yoaretemarielE 

^joofc,  as  when  the  Ifraelitcs  came  near  the  land  of  promife,  there 
was  a  fwelling  Jordan  betwixt  if  and  them,  which  feemed.  to  forbid  . 
their  farther  paiSage  and  progrefs  j  bnt  it  is  faid,  Jofh.  iii.  1 7-  «  The 
<<  pricfts  that  bore  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  flood  firm 
»  on  the  ground  in  the  midft  of  Jordan ;  and  all  the  Ifiraelites  pafled 
*<  over  on  dry  ground,  until  a)l  the  people  were  pafled  clean  over 
**  Jordan."  Juft  fo  it  is  here  :  The  covenant  of  grace  ftands  on  firm 
ground,  in  the  midft  of  all  the  deep  waters  of  tribulation  you  are  to 
pais  throng,  to  iecure  unto  you  a  (afe  pafiage  throush  them  all.  Re- 
joice^di^dbre^  and  triumph  in  the  fulncfs  and  firmnefs  of  this  bEfc 
eSTovenant,  and  whatfeeyqr  affl jaion  your  G  od  (hall  pleafc  to  lay 
upon  ybu,^  or  wEatloever  comK)rt^be  (haUpleajfe  to  reniove  fe^^you^ 
ftiil  comjortjnd  encourage  yourfelyes,  as  David  here  jdqth.  _  <  <  Yet 
""^tti  he  majc  with  me  an  everiaftm^  covenant,  ordered  in  all  thiajp^ 
**  sE53*fi5rc :  For  this  is  all  my  falvatlon^  and  alt  my  deSrc  s  although 
•*  hgfekejt^nottogrow.'' 
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SiERMON 

fe)nteb6d  Ibr  d»  FuMsftAt  of  diat  £»2e1hMit  Kid  HtYtfium 
QaxrttkutLH, 

JOHN  UPTON,  ot  LUPTON^  Eia, 

S  CiIROn.  XXXV,  24,  ^5. 

iBs  firvanis  iherefon  took  him  M  0f  ihtd  eharuft^  hhA  put  him  ih  the 
Jmnd  ciaria  thai  hi  htutj  and  tkey  breught  him  U  Jerk/abm^  nni 
he  Sedf  and  was  buried  in  one  ff  the  fipukhirs  ff  bis  /Mirj ':  and 
ali  Judah  and  ^erufalem  makmed  fir  J^ah.  And  Jeremiah  ia^ 
minUdfwr  Jafiab^  and  oil  ihejinging^inen  and  the  ftnging^^oomin  J^ah 
ef  %£ah  in  their  hmetUatiens  to  tins  day^  and  made  thent  an  ertbnana 
tn  Y^aeli  and  behM  they  are  nariiten  ih  the  lamentaHant. 

IN  tins  context  tre  have  the  hiflorjr  df  the  pro^s  /j^,  and  iragkal 
death  of  good  king  Jofiah*  The  hiflory  of  his  lift  giVes  U9  an  ac- 
itMfi  of  both  what  he  was^  and  what  be  did.  As  to  his  perfonal  en- 
daiMttelif9  attd  i^ualtflcationSj  they  were  lingular  ami  exiniious,  as 
ISflgta^  by  the  fettrfeld  charscAer  bf  Whkh  he  is  defcribtd  In  the  con- 
tin:  For, 

fitfi^  He  tfysflftii  the  iiftereil  tt  religion  betiniies,  cfth  in  his 
fflWfh  ;  ch^p.  nxiv.  ver.  3.  «  f df  ih  the  eighth  yeaf  of  t(s  reign, 
«  yAiiXt  he  was  yet  youllg,  he  begati  to  leek  after  the  God  of  David 
••  bbfather  f  And  that  urtder  the  gfeat  diftdvahfage  of'  ah  iU 
ediicatiOTf^  fttch  a  thorningpromifed  a  glorioUs  day. 

ittoMy^  He  hated  all  corrtipt  ifiixtufe^  ih  the  n^dfdfiiiS  ot  6odi 
and  tras  anfwerably  2ealot]s  fbf  tefof&ation }  '<  And  in  the  twelfth 
<*  ftit  he  began  to  pntgc  Jadah  and  Jet-ufalem  from  the  high  places, 
**  and  the  groves/*  &c,  i%  knowing  well  he  and  his  people  ifiight  cx- 
pCCt  fto  tnore  of  God'srMefSng  oft  the  6fdiaances>  thxin  t;&cre  was  of 
Wa  prefence  hi  them  $  and  no  mof  e  of  his  prefehce  can  I'atiohally  be 
expededy  thati'there  is  of  his  own  order  and  inftitiitibh. 

Thirdly  yRt  was  of  a  very  tender  and  imprefliv-s  heart,  mourning  for 
public  fins  and  dangers;  chap,  xxxiv.  a6,  ay.  <<  Becaiife  thy  heart 
<<  was  tender,  and  thou  didft  humble  thyielf  before  Godi  when 
<'  thou  heardeft  his  words  againft  this  place,  and  againfl  the  inhabi- 
«'  tants  thereof  J  and  humblcft  thyfelf  before  me,  and  didfk  rend  thy 
^  clothes  and  weep  before  me,"  &c.  He  was  not  (q  intent  upon  bis 
own  plcafurcs,  (though  in  the  fprightly  vigour  of  youth)  nor  on  the 
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treightjr  codcdnis  o'^  the  kin^donii  as  to  forget  the  bte^  of  God, 
and  the  n-catcr  concerns  of  his  gloW. 

Fourthly t  ile  was  excee' Jitig  cafeful  to  {mpagate  the  intereft  of  re- 
figioii,  alnd  fpread  it  far  sltia  wide  among  his  people.  Though  he 
could  not  infble  the  ifiivard  frinciphi  (that  wa^  the  work  of  Ood)  yot 
ht  did  tiljoiif  the  etctirhal  praffkt  of  it  upon  all  his  fiibjefb »  which 
was  his  port  and  duty :  chap,  ziziv.  vtx.  33.  *<  He  made  all  that 
<'  were  prdent  in  Ifirstel  to  ferve,  even  ndt  from  die  Lord  their  Go4. 
''  And  an  his  dayr  thejr  departed  to  £ent  foUowhig  th^  God  of  their 
«  fethcf^.*' 

Bat  yet  good  Jefiah  had  bi»  niiflakes  and  faiii^l.  The  beft  of 
men  a^e  bat  men  at  beft  :  He  wsls  too  rafli  aftd  hafty  in  reiblviiig^ 
tnd  too  fiiff  and  bbftinate  when  reiblved  %  and  thb  was  the  occafioh 
of  hi^  min.    Th^  cafe  was  thus  i 

Phanioh  Kecho^  king  of  Egypt,  was  at  that  time  making  war  u^ 
on  Chirchemifli,  a  place  that  belonged  to  him»  but  was  taken  frooa 
tem  by  the  king  of  Aflyria ;  fo  the  w:ir  of  Necho  wa^  a  juft  war  ) 
and  Jodtfh  lylrig  between  him  a^d  Chaithenaifli,  and  being  H  peace 
With  Jiidahi  he  requefts  teaVe  o^  Jofiah  to  march  hb  army  peaceably 
throagh  his  country  to  the  feat  oif  war  :  Jofitfh  takes  an  alarm  from 
this  nieflag^i  and  arms  againfl  him.  Hereupon  Necho  lent  ambdE|- 
dors  to  Jo(^h|  chap.  xuv.  ver.  it.  faying,  «<  What  have  I  to  do 
^  with  thedi  thou  king  of  Judtfh  ?  I  come  not  agunft  thee  this  day^ 
^  bot  agaiBft  the  houle  wherewkh  J  have  w^ :  For  God  coounaiidod 
<'  me  to  mAe  hafts  %  forbear  thee  from  meddling  with  God>  who  is 
«tth  me,  that  he  deftroy  thee  not.** 

£zpo6ters  conceive Necho  hod  tl^  difcovery  of  the  mind  of  Gcm^ 
from  the  prophet  Jeremiahi  Pit  oraculum  non  fcripiufk^  JM  nAva  «adr 
eStum*  :  even  by  word  of  mofitb.    If  fo,  no  doubt  Jeremiah  alio 
difluaded  Jofiah  from  going  out  agakift  him :  howevf#,  this  is  deary 
Jofiah  did  not  cooftilt  the  mind  of  God  about  that  expeditk>n  af  he 
oeght,  and  was  too  hafty  and  retolute  therein ;  chap.  xxxv.  aa. 
<<  Neverthdeis  Jdfiah  would  not  torn  hn  fiice  from  hiini'*  &c     By 
this  means  this  excellent  man  came  to  a  tragical  end,  and  that  ki  the 
tery  Sowet  of  his  days.     He  dies  in  that  unhappy  expedition,  from 
which  he  would  not  be  diverted  i  is  brou^  home  to  Jerufalem  in 
the  fecimd  chariot :  dies,  and  is  boried  jn  the  fepuldire  a£b\s  fathen,  , 
to  the  univerfal  forrow  of  all  good  men  in  Ifrael^  as  you  read  in  the 
ttit }  wheremt  we  have  thefii  two  parts  to  confider } 
i.  The  nahire  smd  q^aUtyof  the  lamentatk>n. 
it.  The  eaufe  add  ground  df  It. 

f.  For  the  lamenlatkm  here  madCj  it  was  extraorditiary;  never 
inch  erie»  heard  before  m  Ifrael  at  any  frmend,  whether  we  confider 
i!  either^ 

Vol.  VI.  <3L 
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1.  Etttniively, 

2.  Intcnfivcly,  or, 

3.  Protcnfivcly, 

1.  £>etenfiviiyi  All  Judah  and  Jcrufalcm,  that  is,  city  and  country 
mourned  that  day  \  not  every  individual,  but  all  that  had  any  fenfe 
of  the  worth  of  the  man^  the  good  that  he  did,  or  the  evils  that  fol- 
lowed  upon  bis  removal.     No  doubt  the  priefts  of  Baal,  their  abettors 

•and  afTodatesi  fecretly  rejoiced  at  his  fail  ^  but  all  good  men  mourn- 
ed. But  among,  all  the  mourners,  one  is  only  fpecified  by  name,  and 
that  is  Jeremiah  the  prophet,  in  whom  all  the  faithful  mintfters  of 
God  were  included*    To  them  he  was  a  true  and  faithful  friend ) 

*aiid  in  him  they  loft  a  father,  and  a  famous  inftrument  of  reformation. 

2.  Confider  it  Intenfiveljy  as  to  the  degree  of  the  forrow,  it  was  a 
bitter  lamentation ;  fo  pungent,  intenfe,  and  deep,  that  the  mourning 
■ai  the  Jews  for  ChrifV,  at  the  time  of  their  converfion  to  him,  is 
compared  to  this  mourning  for  Jofiah,  Zech.  xii.  1 1.  « In  that  day 
*^  there  (hall  be  a  great  mourning  in  Jerufalem,  as  the  noourning  of 
.«  Hadadrimmon  in  the  valley  of  Megiddon."  This  Hadadrimmon 
was  a  little  town  in  the  valley  of  Megiddon,  near  the  place  of  this  6- 
tal  battle»  whofe  inhabitantt  receivmg  the  firft  tidings  of  the  fall  of 
Jofiahf  made  the  town  ring  with  dolenil  cries  and  lamentations. 

3.  Confider  it  Prvtenjively^  in  its  continuance  and  duration,  it  was 
^*  made  an  ordinance  in  Ifrael  ;*'  and  accordingly  «  the  finging-men 
<<  and  fiogiog-woniett  fpake  of  Jofiah  in  their  lamentations  co  this 
**  day  5"  i.  e.  Whenever  any  (blemn  funeral  or  public  calamity  was 
foleomized  in  Ifrael,  thofe  pcrfons  that  were  ikilfiil  in  lamentations, 
Jirought  in  the  ftory  of  Jofiah's  death,  as  the  burden  of  that  doleful 
fong  or  funeral  ele^. 

11.  Let  us  confider  the  caufe  and  ground  of.  this  lamentation, 
.which  certainly  was  great  and  weighty  enough  to  juftify  that  ibrrow, 
as  great  and  bitter  as  it  was :  for  in  him  they  loft  a  faithful,  public, 
.iifefiil,  zealous,  and  tender-hearted  inftrument,  whofe  life  had  been 
eminently  ufeful  to  the  church  of  God,  and  whofe  death  opened  the 
.gap  to  all  the  following  calamities  upon  Judah. 

NoW|  confidering  Jofiah  here,  tcfpecially  in  his  religious  capacity, 
4K  fb  faithful^  induftrious,  and  ufeful  an  inftrument  for  the  church 
•of  God|  rather  than  in  his  political  capacity  as  a  king,  the  note  from 
itMrillbe  this» 

DoA.  That  faithfid^  affive,  and  pubUc^ffirited  men  in  the  church  rf 
God  Jho^ld  not  be  laid  in  their  graves  njjithout  great  lamentations. 

When  Jacob  was  buried,  a  man  famous  for  religion,  a  great  and 
ibre  lamentation  was  made  for  him.  Gen.  1.  lo.  And  when  Aaron 
'died  all  the  ho^fe  of  Ifrael  mourned  for  him  thirty  days^  Numb.  xx. 
29*  When  Stephen  the  proto-martyr  died,  devour  men  carried  him 
to  his  grave  with  great  lamentations,  A£ls  viii.  2.  and  indeed  for  any 
M9d  mftQ  to  be  laid  in  his  grave  without  lamentation,  is  lamentable. 
The  living  (kiots  have  ever  paid  this  refpeA  and  honour  to  dead  famts, 
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IS  men  fenfible  of  their  worth,  and  how  great  a  I0&  the  world  fuf^ 
tains  by  their  remov^. 

I  know  the  departed  fouls  of  faints  have  no  concernment  in  the(e 

^gs»  yet  refped  is  due  to  their  very  bodies,  as  the  temples  wherein 

God  hath  been  ferved  and  honoured,  as  they  are  related  to  Chrift, 

who  will  one  day  put  great  glory  and  honour  upon  them. 

In  the  explication  and  confirmation  of  this  pointy  I  will  ihew  you, 

I.  Negatively  J    On  what  account  the  death  of  good  men  is  not 

to  be  lamented. 
a.  Pofitively^  On  what  account  tears  and  lamentatioot  are  due 
to  them,  with  the  grounds  and  reafbns  thereof. 

1.  Negatively^  There  is  not  a  tear  Or  figh  due  to  the  death  of  any 
good  man,  upon  the  account  of  any  real  lofs  or  detriment  that  he  fu£> 
tains  thereby.  No,  in  this  cafe  all  tears  are  reftrained,  all  (brrow 
prohibited  by  the  principles  and  rules  of  Chriftlanity,  x  Theflliv.  13, 
14.  Religion  differences  the  forrows,  as  well  as  the  joys  of  its  pro* 
ieflbrs,  from  the  common  joys  and  forrows  of  the  world.  Dead 
iaints  are  better  where  they  are,  than  where  they  were  $  to  be  with 
Chrift  is  far  better ;  death  to  them  is  gain  and  infinite  advantage, 
Phil.  i.  21,  23.  This  world  is  the  worft  place  that  ever  God  defign« 
cd  his  people  to  live  in ;  for  if  a  ftate  of  perfeft  holinefs  and  purity 
be  better  than  a  ftate  of  temptation  and  corruption }  if  a  ftate  of  reft 
and  peace,  be  better  than  a  ftate  of  labour  and  forrow ;  if  it  be  bet- 
ter  to  be  trinmphing  above  than  fighing  and  groaning  beneath ;  then 
it  b  better  for  departed  Chriftians  to  be  where  they  are,  than  where 
they  were.  And  could  they  now  communicate  their  minds  to  us  by 
wordsi  as  they  lately  did,  they  would  fay  to  us  as  Chrift  faid,  Lukie 
xziii.  28.  <<  Daughters  of  Jerufalem,  weep  not  for  me,  but  weep  for 
*^  yonrfelves,  and  for  your  children."'  Or,  as  he  fpake  to  his  difci- 
pltt  under  their  fad  refentments  of  his  departure,  John  xiv.  28.  « If 
«  ye  loved  me,  ye  would  rejoice,  becaufe  I  go  to  the  Father.**  So 
then  no  teats  of  forrows  are  due  to  them,  or  becoming  us,  upon  the 
account  of  any  real  lofs  or  detriment  they  receive  by  death. 

2.  Pofiiively.  But  the  true  grounds  and  caufes  of  our  lamentation, 
arc  upon  divers  other  weighty  accounts ;'  as, 

1  Ric^on.  Fiiftf  Becaufe  fo  much  of  the  Spirit  of  God  as  dwelt 
in  them,  when  amongft  us,  is  now  recalled  and  gathered  up  from  this 
lower  world.  Thofe  precious  graces  which  they  exercifed  among  us, 
in  prayer,  conference,  and  other  beneficial  duties,  are  now  gone  with 
them  to  heaven. 

The  chnrch  had  the  benefit  of  them  during  their  abode  with  men, 
bat  now  no  more,  except  only  what  the  remembrance  of  their  holy 
words  and  inftru£tive  examples  (wl\ereby  they;ftill  fpeak  to  us,  though 
fiead)  may  afford  unto  us. 

There  are  cbcuce  eftufions  of  the  Spirit  at  the  time  of  our  fan£tifi- 
cation,  of  which  the  church  repeateth  the  benefit  whilft  we  live ;  but 
.  All  thefe  arc  recalled  at  our  diffolotioni  amd  thenceforth  we  can  be  00 
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farther  ixfefiBl  in  Aif  iMer  wprid :  for  at  the  Ool  k  O^  fibyeft  is 
which  thefe  preciQus  graces  inhere,  fe  they  accMipony  and  go  akng; 
with  the  foal  into  glory. 

Now.  as  it  b  a  real  loA  to  a  conpaiqp  wbcQ  an^  merchant  withF-* 
draws  a  great  (h)ck  he  iiad  mnnii^  in  trade,  out  of  the  bank  %  fb 
certainly  it  is  a  great  bfi  to  th^  church  of  God,  when  the  Jvcdbuv 
gifts  ^d  graces  of  the  Spine,  dwciiing  in  the  faints,  are  drawn  out 
by  death  \  fo  as  the  chorch  caq  have  no  fiutfaer  benefit  by  them,  their 
prayers  for  us,  and  with  us,  are  now  ended;  Abraham  knoweth  us 
not,  and  Hrael  is  igaortat  of  as. 

2  Reafon.  S^ipndfyt  The  death  of  the  faints  defenres  a  bitter  lamen- 
tation«  becaufe  thereby  a  breach  is  made,  a  gap  opened,  to  let  in  the 
judgtnents  of  God  upon  the  remnant  that  is  Left.  It  is  faid  of  Mofe^ 
Pfa).  cvi.  23*  M  Hierefore  he  faid,  tfa^t  he  would  deftroy  them,  had 
^  'not  Moiei  his  ^hoien  ftood  before  him  in  the  breach,  left  he  fhoaU 
<<  deftroy  them.''  A  metaphor  from  a  hefieged  city,  when  a  breach 
it  made  in  the  walls,  and  an  enemy  ready  to  enter  j  but  fome  cham- 
pion ftands  in  the  breach  to  defend,  the  city.  8nch  a  champion  was 
Moftsi  who  by  his  oonftaat  and  fervent  prayers,  pot  a  ftop  to  the  in^ 
nndationofOod's  judgments  againft  Ifrasl.  And  fqch  another  was 
Lot,  Gen.  xix.  aa.  whofe  prayars  for  that  wicked  place  he  lived  in 
bound  up  the  hand  of  jodgment,  lufoi^och  as  the  Lord  tcdd  Um, 
la^n  d^  nothing  tilt  ikm  art  gotu.  But  when  the  Lord  by  death  rs^ 
moves  fciefa  men,  he  thereby  mahx  a  tvay  t$  Us  atiger,  as  the  ezprc£» 
floa  is^  PAl  Ui^yiii.  50.  Hence  the  death  of  eminefit  i^dnts,  e4>ecU 
aRy  when  many  are  taken  away  at  or  near  the  fame  thne,  hath  been 
ever  looked  upon  as  a  direftd  omen,  and  dreadftil  prefage  of  enfning 
judgments,  and.that  oot  without  good  icripture-authority,  Ifa.  Im  i« 
X.  *<  The  righteous  perifli,  and  no  man  layeth  it  to  heart ;  and  meiv 
^  dhtl  men  are  taken  a«ni7>  none  con^ering  that  ^e  f  igbtepus  if 
«  taken  away  from  the  e^i  to  come*'* 

Thus  Methafelah,  whofe  very  name  ^aified  ajlaod  imetkf  died 
the  year  before  the  flood :  A^guftine,  a  Ihtle  before  the  fackhig  of 
Hyppo :  ParaHas,  a  httle  before  the  taking  of  (iydelberg :  Aatd  Lu- 
ther, before  the  wars  brdce  out  in  Germany.  De^th,  as  npsmar^ 
clears  the  way  to  a  troop  of  nuferies  foHowing  alter.  This,  there- 
fore, is  a  juft  and  weighty  ground  of  our  hmentations  for  tho  dcat(^ 
pf  uftftil  and  godiy  men. 

3  Riafon.  Tkirdiyy  Tbe  beaqty  and  pmamenu  ol  fbe  phcea  fteji 
lived  in,  are  defaced  and  removed  by  their  death  ^  they  look  not  Iik€ 
tbemfelves,  when  the  g0dly  are  removed  oot  of  them :  for  aa  wick- 
pA  men  are  the  ^pofs  and  UexDi&esy  fogood  men  arf  the  beaoty  and 
ornaments  of  their  country.  A  g^  man  wts  w^t  to  fiiy  of  Mr 
Harrington,  of  Barrington-hall,  in  Efiex-r-Methinks  the  town  i»  sot 
at  home  when  Mr  Barrington  is  out  of  towau  Mow  defcdaie  and  dif. 
|Mal  doth  a  family  look  (whatever  ether  ofaamenis  be  about  k)  whea^ 
fhe  feKgbna  gii^fetiiof  of  it  i^goM  1  Take  away  good  me«  froKi  Ihei^ 
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hmSHt^  wetA  tcmaktj  \  andwhat  arc  the;  but  Vkm  tyik^i^d  irheii 
tike  ?intage  is  paft  ?  soothe  prophet  fpeaksj Micafi  Yiir  i.  ~  ~ 

4  Reafin.  FsurtUy^  The  death  of  good  men  defervest  bitter  liM 
mentation,  becaoTe  thereby  the  pafiage  of  the  gofpel,  and  pi^opagi^ 
ti»n  of  rei^on,  i«  obftruAed  in  the  places  from  whence  thef  are  re- 
moved. Of  hov  great  ufc  in  a  country  may  one  zealous,  pubfic^ 
rpirited  ann  be  ?  Hundreds  may  have  caiiie  to  Uefs  God  for  fueh  a 
man.  it  w^  the  apoftle's  dtfire  to  the  Theffidomans,  <<  to  pray  that 
<'  the  word  of  the  Iiord  oiay  hav^eits  free  coorTe,  that  it  might  rtm 
«  and  be  glorified,"  a  Thefl:  iii.  t.  The  remond  of  foch  a  peiibii 
asnatoraily  took  cars  fbr  the  fouls  of  thofe  that  were  abovt  hha,  ^ 
provide  feod  for  them,  is  no  fmall  lois,  nor  lightly  to  be  paflM  ofer*  ^ 

5  Ru^n.  Fifthly^  T,he  confideration  of  the  time  in  which  good 
men  die  aggravates  the  lofs,  and  jaftly  ineenfes  the  forrow  of  them 
that  remain,  and  that  upon  a  threefold  account  ( i  .)That  it  falls  out  itL 
the  declining  ftate  of  religion,  when  the  fpirit  Mid  power  of  godtt- 
nejs  is  (b  mtnrh  weakened  and  impoveriihed.  Thb  is  like  the  lUs  of 
good  blood  in  a  confimiptire  body,  which  mud  bring  it  very  low.  (a.) 
Tliat  k  faUs  oat  alfo  in  a  time  when  the  numbers  erf"  the  godly  are  {o 
much  tUnnod  and  leObned,  not  when  the  church's  childrai  fay  in  he^ 
eais,  the  place  is  too  ftrait,  give  place  that  we  may  dwell :  but  when 
they  are  every  where  iamentii^  the  paucity  of  good  men,  as  the 
pfalmift  Ad,  Pfak  xii.  s.  <^He}p,  Lord,  fbr  the  godly  man  ceafeth*. 
"  far  the  nghteoQS  fail  from  among  the  children  of  meA."  At  a  time 
*airhen  they  are  bewailing  themfelves  in  the  language  of  the  prophet^ 
Mieaji  m  1 .  <'  Woe  Is  me,  for  I  am  as  when  they  have  gathered  the 
'*  fommer  finiks,  as  the  grape  gleanings  of  the  vintage :  there  is  no 
"  clufter  to  eat :  my  foiil  defired  the  nrft  ripe  fruit/'  Alluding  to 
a  hui^ry  man  that  goes  into  a  vineyard  to  refreih  his-  ffrfrits  with  the 
imit  thmof ;  but,  alas  !  there  is  not  one  pleafant  bunch  to  be^oundi 
none  but  four  grapes,  to  increafe  his  hunger,  and  fet  his  teeth  on  edge. 
(3. )  And  that  which  more  aggravates  the  lofs  is  this }  when  it  falls  in 
a  time  wherein  the  fprtng  and  fucceffion  of  good  men  is  obftnided* 
lo  this  cafe  death,  like  a  fVorm  of  wind,  overturns  the  faireft,  plea« 
fiuiteft^  and  moft  fruitful  trees  in  the  orchard,  when  there  is  no  nur*' 
firy  from  whence  others  may  be  taken  to  plant  in  their  rooms. 

6  Rfa/ki.  Zq/lfyt  There  is  juft  caufe  to  lament  the  removal  of  pub- 
Be  and  pious  men,  when  we  confider  what  influence  our  fini 
and  profoeations  have  had  upon  thofe  judgments  and  calamities )  out* 
unvortblneft  of  them,  umhaiikfulneis  for  them,  and  non-improve* 
ineots  of  fuch  n^ercies,  have  bereaved  us  of  them.  I  look  upon  every 
g<Nxl  man,  as  a  good  book,  lent  by  its  owner  for  another  to  read,  and 
tranfaibe  the  excellent  notions  and  golden  paflages  that  are  in  it 
for  hb  own  benefit,  that  they  may  return  with  him  when  the  owner 
Anil  esUfer  the  book  s^ain :  But  in  caie  this  excellent  book  fiiall  be 
thrown  into  a  corner,  and  no  ufe  made  of  it,  it  juftly  provokes  the 
^m\fif  to  take  it  away  in  difpleafure. 
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Thus  you  Ctt  upon  what  account  our  {orrb ws  for  the  death  of  good 
men  are  refirained,  and  upon  what  accounts  and  reafons  they  arc  a 
due  debt  to  the  death  of  eminent  and  ufeful  mftruments  for  God, 
What  remains,  is  the  application  of  this  point    And| 

I.  Ufe.  Firfit  The  point  before  us  juftly  reproves  three  lorts  of 
men* 

I.  The  worft  of  men,  fiich  as  fecretly  rejoice,  and  are  inwardly  glad 
at  the  removal  of  fuch  men ;  they  took  no  delight  in  them  while 
they  lived,  and  are  glad  they  are  rid  of  them  when  they  are  dead. 
Thofe  that  Bcrfecuted  and  hated  them  when  alive,  may  be  prefuroed 
to  be  pleafea  and  gratified  with  their  death.  But,  alas  I  poor  crea- 
tures, they  know  not  what  they  do  I  The  innocent  preferve  the  ifland. 
f<  Except  the  Lord  of  hofts  (faith  the  prophet)  had  left  us  a  ftnatt 
<<  remnant,  we  had  been  as  Sodom,  we  had  been  like  unto  Gomor- 
*<  rah,"  Ifa.  i.  9.  It  is  a  proverb  among  the  very  Jews,  Sine  fuppH' 
eatiombus  mnjiaret  mundus :  The  world  ftands  by  the  prayers  of  the 
godly.  Let  the  world  think  what  they  will  of  them.  I  tell  you  thefe 
men  are  a  fcreen,  a  partition  wall,  betwixt  them  and  de(lru£tion. 

a.  It  reproves  the  infenfiblenefs  of  good  men,  who  art  ^t  too 
flightly  to  pafs  over  fuch  tremendous  ftrokes  of  God :  For  this  It  was 
that  God  reproved  his  own  people,  Ifa.  Ivii.  i.  No  man  lajctb  it  U 
heart.  Where  the  want  of  affeSion  is  charged  upon  the  want  of  con^ 
^fideratieny  none  confidcring  their  worth,  th^ir  ufe,or  the  confequences 
of  their' fall.  Such  rebukes  of  God  do  certainly  call  for  a  deeper  fenfe 
and  forrow,  than  is  found  in  moft  men. 

3.  It  reproves  the  very  beft  of  men,  who  though  they^  do  bewail 
and  lament  the  lofs  of  fuch  men,  yet  they  do  not  lament  it  in  the 
due  manner.  They  lament  it  one  to  another,  faying,  Alas  I  alas, 
fuch  a  wbrthy  is  fallen,  fuch  an  eminent  inftrument  in  the  chmxh  or 
Date  is  dead }  but  they  do  not  lament  it  in  prayer  to  the  Lord,  they 
mourn  not  over  the  matter  to  him,  as  David  did,  Ffal.  xii.  i  •  <<  Cry- 
«•  ing,  Help,  Lord,  for  the  godly  man  ccafeth."  Help,  Lord,  the 
raiment  that  is  left;  help,  Lord,  to  repair  the  breach  made  by  their 
death  \  let  the  God  of  the  fpirits  of  all  flefli  raife  up  a  man  to  fill  the 
room,  and  fupply  the  want.  Alas,  how  iniignificant  are  the  lamenta* 
tions  of  moft  men  upon  this  account, 

UJe  2.  Secondly,  This  point  invites  us  all  this  day  to  bewail  the 
ftroke  of  God  that  is  upon  us.  I  could  wiih  that  be  that  looks  upon 
this  text,  and  then  upon  the  countenance  of  this  ailembly,  might  be 
able  to  diicern  the  agreeablenefs  of  the  one  to  the  other,  on. fuch  a  fad 
and  folemn  occafion. 

detail  that  love  Zion  lament,  this  day,  the  fall  of  one  of  her 
Irue  friends  and  lovers.  I  know  funeral  panegyrics  are  apt  to  be  fuf* 
pe&ed  of  flattery ;  but^  as  I  want  a  rhetorical  tongue  for  iuch  a  wcx-k, 
fo  if  I  had  it,  it  fhould  never  be  faleable  for  fo  bafe  a  ufe  and  purpoie. 
I  ant  fure,  by  fending  the  generality  that  die  to  heaven,  many  arc 
confirmed  in  the  way  to  hell ;  Nor  can  I  but  think  of  that  (erious 
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line  in  Cbrjfo&om^  <  What  a  poor  comfort  is  it  to  be  fnUmi,  ^Aute 
*  a  man  is  not;  and  to  be  tormented  where  he  is:'  "  But  yet  the 
**  rigbteons  fhall  be  had  in  everlafttng  remembrance,"  PfaL  cli.  d. 
Expeft  nothing  from  me  on  this  occafion,  but  what  may  be  fpoketi 
with  the  greateft  afiurance  of  truth,  and  that  intended  for  the  bene* 
fit  and  imitation  of  all  that  hear  it.  Some  may  think  it  a  ftrain  too 
high,  to  compare  a  private  perfon  with  fuch  a  glorious  king  as  Joiiab 
was ;  but  if  Chrift  compared  and  preferred  the  very  grafs  qI  the  fi^ld 
to  Solomon  in  all  his  glory,  I  know  no  reafon  why  we  may  not  coo^ 
pare  and  parallel  the  precious  graces  of  a  private  perfon  with  a  roy^ 
faint ;  efpeciaily  fince  the  comparifon  is  made  in  the  religious,  not  in 
the  dvfi  capacity. 

I  am  fure  the  graces,  and  gracious  performances  of  David,  Heze« 
kiah^  and  Joiiah,  with  all  the  other  dignified  faints,  were  intended 
and  propounded  as  patterns  for  our  imitation ;  and  no  doubt,  bu| 
private  Chriftians  may  meafure  by  their  pattern.  Beiide,  it  is  abun- 
dantly more  fafe  to  relate  the  virtues  of  tlv:  laints  when  they  are  dead» 
than  whilft  they  were  alive ;  for  now  there  is  no  danger  of  provok* 
log  pride  and  vain-glory  in  them  that  are  praifed,  but  much  hope  of 
provoking  a  holy  emulation  and  imitation  in  them  that  hear  them. 

Well  then,  jftfit  invidia  verbis:  Suffer  me  this  day  to  ereA  a  pillar^ 
to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  this  deceafed  worthy ;  to  pay  the  tribvte 
of  my  tears  due  to  that  mournful  bearfe;  and  to  engage  you  to  iml* 
ute  thofe  excellencies  of  bis,  which  I  ihall,  with  equal  truth  and 
modefly,  difplay  this  day  \  that  vire  alfo  may  be  duly  afitdled  with  the 
rebuke  of  Gkxi  upon  us,  and  mourn  over  it  before  him. 

If,  when  an  eminent  commander  in  any  army  falls,  the  whole  army 
IS  a£feded  with,  and  concerned  at  his  death : 

*The  mourmng  drum,  the  lance  and  enftgns  traiTd, 
Tie  rotes  of  honour  all  in  fables  vailed. 

Let  it  not  be  thought  much,  Chriflians  (hould  cxprefs  their  fenfi^ 
and  ibrrow  in  fighs  and  tears,  for  fo  ufeful  and  worthy  a  man  as  God 
hath  this  day  removed  from  among  us;  whole  character  I  ihall  give 
you  in  the  following  imitable  particulars. 

1.  That  worthy  man,  whofe  fall  we  lament  this  day,  was  feafoned 
with  religion  in  his  youth,  by  God's  bleffing  upon  his  pious  education; 
In  this  he  had  the  advantage  of  Jofiah.  His  progenitors  were  men 
of  piety,  and  himfelf  a  child  of  many  prayers :  and^  as  Monica  faid  of 
her  fon  Auftin,  it  was  not  likely  that  a  child  of  fo  many  prayers  fhould 
perifh.  How  importunately  did  they  requefl  the  fervent  prayers  of 
their  pious  friends  for  him,  in  the  time  of  his  education?  Nor  was  it 
in  vain^  for  they  were  manifqftly  anfwered  in  him ;  He  fbon  difcover-  , 
ed  that  probity  and  piety,  in  his  youth,  which  juftly  raifed  great  ex^ 
pedations  from  him  in  his  riper  years. 

2.  Nor  did  he  frultrate  thofe  hopes ;  for  as  foon  as  ever  God  had 
fixed  him  a  proper  j^^r^  of  activity  (I  mean  a  family  of  his  own)  thofe 
graces  that  were  in  hjm  fhone  forth  to  the  comfort  and  benefit  of 
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itt  )tlittiiitf^^b6ti  htm:  Joiliua^s..pioti3  reTolutioin  was  ltii$  ^  As  fbf 
^  «ie,  and  my  houfei  we  wilFTervc  the  Lord.*' 

He  kept'  up  the  worOiip  of  God  in  his  doret,  as  well  as  in  his  family : 
And  tnity,  if  felijgiod  hngs|!flhr  in  the  clofet,  tt  will  quickly  die  in  the 
iMHity.  Hishonfewas  z  temple  confecrated  t6  God}  there  the  mornA 
iDg  and  eveiBng  facrifices  of  prayers  and  praifes  were  oCfefed  up:  He 
micA  hh  childrdi  and  fervants  to  thoTe  dnties»  not  reckoning  that 
time  Itoft  to  him  which  was  fpent  for  Gtod.  The  Lord  had  endowed 
him  wkh  aii  eaccllent  fpirit  of  prayer  himfelf.  I  have  fomtetimes  ac-» 
cidcAt^lIy  beard  him  praymg  in  his  family^  with  fitch  folidity  of  jiidg« 
Aenty  pcKdnency  of  expremons,  and  holy  warmth  of  affeAioD,  that 
bath  at  once  edi6ed,  refrelhed,  and  reproved  me  in  heairinghiiti. 

Hh  oonAaatly  reu}  ^^  fcriptures  in  conrfc  before  prayer^  and  o(t- 
ttmtfswitba  ccmmentatj  upoh  thechi  for  hts  owft  and  hislamily's  edi* 
tatioD» 

•  nPheLofdV  clay  h«  timAified,  ntit  only  in  more  pnMic  attendance 
on  the  ordiilancesi  btit  ui  the  duties  of  reading,  repeatingi  finging, 
ami  catechiftog  aU  his  children  and  fervants  about  him:  And  aU  this 
befaiv  he  allowed  btmfelf  or  thetn  any  bodily  refrefbments,  left  the 
cd|;e  of  their  affi^ions  fbodd  be  Unnted  in  dnty^  by  the  clcggfing  of 
Mtttfe  with  c(«ature>-repafts.  And  thus  did  he,  as  Job,  continually : 
t!b  this  eourfe  he  was  ivf^xz  and  conftant  \  no  incident  oceafion^}  how 
graat  tst  maay  ibever,  could  divert  him  from  it. 

3*  Neither  was  his  holy  2eal  and  Chriftian  cafe  liitrited  and  cifcnm* 
ftribed  wkbin  his  own  family,  but  was  extended  to  the  fpub  of  al) 
in  his  neighbourhood,  who  deflred  helps  and  nieaiiS  in  the  way  of 
CdvQtkxi* 

His  houfe  was  feldom  without  a  godly  minifter  in  it}  add  loth  be 
was  to  eat  his  pleafant  morfels  alone.  It  was  the  joy  of  his  heart  to 
fee  his  houie  filled  on  this  account :  How  many  witnefles  to  the  troth 
dT  this  are  here  this  day!  Like  another  Jofeph,  he  provided  food  for 
yew  fettle  $  he  loved,  honoured,  received,  and  encouraged  the  mtnlf- 
tem  of  the  gofpel  m  their  deepeft  fufFerings ;  gave  them  opportunities 
of  fervice,  when  fome  durft  not  own  them,  and  others  violently  perfe^ 
ciited  them. 

«  4.  When  God  called  him  to  public  employments  in  the  common-^ 
iwralth,  he  neither  nurcbafed,  nor  abufed  that  truft ;  but  with  a  tme 
Sngfilh)  rather  a  dhriftian,  zeal  and  courage,  he  dedicated  bimfeU  to 
the  ierrice  of  God  and  his  country ;  cheerfully  quitting  ail  domeftic 
eoncemsi  <pem  his  eftate,  time,  and  pamsr,  to  heal  tfae^  breaches  of  Eng^- 
knd:  I  know  dot  a  man,  whofe  zeal  for  tbe  common  good  would 
bave  carr4ed  him  neatrr  to  the  example  of  that  noble  Roman,  who, 
-When  atfitt^  was  made  by  an  earthquake,  and  the^or/f  bad  declar- 
ed, that  it  could  never  be  clofed,  except  fomctbing  of  Irafne  was 
thrown  into  k,  caft  in  him  felf  to  clofe  it.  \ 

\  cottM  truly  have  faid,  had  there  bten  conveniency  and  opportu* 
ik^fffm  k/ wben  be  was  !^  in  bis  grave,   ^  Here  lies  a  man  that 
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*  oevcr  betrayed  nor  defcrted  the  publk,  for  any  private  lAtereft  of 
'  his  own.* 

$.  He  wa^a  man  that  came  as  near  Jofiah  in  tendemefi  of  hearty 
as  ever  I  had  the  happineis  to  be  acquainted  with.  The  church's 
troables  were  his  troubles ;  they  ail  met  in  him  as  lines  in  a  centre ; 
he  even  iiyed  and  died  with  the  intereft  of  religion  :  And  of  him  I 
vili  fay»  as  the  apoftle  faid  of  Timothy,  PhiL  ii.  2q«  2 1.  ^*  I  have  no 
«  man  Hke-minded,  who  will  naturally  care  for  your  ftate*  for  all 
"  feek  their  owni  not  the  things  which  are  Jefus  Chrift's."  Naturai/y, 
m  this  place,  b  not  opppfed  to  Jpirituallyf  but  to  artificiaUy*  Many 
can  arttfiaaliy  a£k  the  part  of  a  zealot,  when  their  own  intereft  Uea 
io  it }  but  he  naturally^  and  therefore,  freely,  cheerfully,  and  con^ 
ftantly. 

6.  But  though  thefe  excellencies  were  in  him,  he  had  hU  noBvii 
blemiihes,  and  impevfeftions.  Elias  was  a  man  of  like  paifions  and 
weakn^ies  of  fpirit.  All  thefe  I  doubt  not  but  God  hath  covert^di 
and  he  is  now  perfectly  freed  from  them  alL  ■.  * 

There  is  now  no  pafiion  left  Within  him  to  be  ftlrred  \sj  tem^ptftr 
tion  \  no  defpondencies  and  finkings  of  fpuit  under  difmai  afpcAs  -of 
providence.  His  graces  are  perfe£ted,  and  his  corruptions  finaUy  era^i 
dicated. 

.  7*  To  conclude ;  He  was  a  man  of  great  qffliiKons,  as  wcU  ai 
tender  affeB'ums.  And  as  the  Lord  greatly  honoured  him  in  the 
courfe  of  aBive  ohedtenct^  fo  he  greatly  proved'  and  tried  him  in  a  ^ 
couHe  ofpaffive  obedience^.  He  not  only  gave  the  erofs  in  his  ^oaif  but  | 
bare  if  upon  \i\%Jboulders :  For  befides  thofe  troubles  which  were  prdi^ 
wAy  fympatheticaly  he  had  bis  idiopathetical  fhfferings  aMb,  and  that 
both  from  the  hands  of  men,  and  from  the  hand  of  God^  His  piety 
made  and  marked  him  ioe  an  objeA  of  periecution  \  tbt  archers  ftiofi 
at  himf  and  forely  grieved  him  {  he  and  his  family  were  hunted  with 
a  net :  The  Lord  lay  It  not  to  their  charge  %  £t  hinc  ilU  hehryma. 
The  fad  effeAs  thereof  I  chofe  rather  at  tl^  thne  to  pafs  over  with  sr 
iigh,  than  in  this  place  to  commemorate. 

And  as  the  hand  of  man  was  upon  him,  fo  the  hand  of  his  God 
alio:  firft  lopping  oflTall  the  pleaiant  branches  that  fprang  from  him,  ' 
aod  that  one  after  another,  when  come  to  the  endearing  age,  opeo^  U: 
ing  and  difcloiing  the  bud  \  and,  as  the  complement  and  ifiue  of  aU^ 
breaking  bis  i;finftitutional  ftrength  with  a  long  languifliing  difeaft^ 
which  at  laft  extingui&ed  this  bright  lamp,  and  bath  left  his  £imilf 
and  neighbourhood  in  darkneis  and  forrow.  His  poor  heart  was  the 
^oml  on  which  many  hamtMrs  of  afHidion  had  been  a  long  time  beat* 
ing  ;  9nd  no  wMder  it  appeared  relaxed  and  tumified  when  it  '^zi 
iofpefiied,  having  endured  fo  many  fucceffive  ftsokes  of  forrow. .  )    -  . 

And  now  what  the  Lord  fpake  of  Ifrael,  in  Jer.  xi.  16.  is  fulfilled 
upon  tbh  worthy  perfon :  <<  The  Lord  caUed  thy  name  a  green  oiiv^ 
"  tree,  fair,  and  tf  goodly  fruit :  with  the  noife  of  a  gvtot  tumult  h» 

Vol.  VL  R  . 
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<<  hath  kindled  a  fire  upon  it,  and  the  branches  of  it  are  broken."^ 

Vfe  3*  irhirdlyy  I  (hall  wind  up  the  whole  in  feveral  feafonable 
and  neceffary  connfels ;  fome  more  general^  others  more  particdaTf 
and  (bme  moft  particularly  and  efpecially. 

Firfi^  Counfel  to  all  in  general  to  svwaken  themfelTesi  and  recover 
a  duefenfe  of  fuch  fore  rebukes  of  Gk>d  as  this  is.  When  Saul  fell^ 
««  David  lamented  it,  fayingi  The  beauty  of  Ifrael  was  flain  on  thy 
««  high  places.'' 

.  God  hath  this  day  ftript  ofF  an  ornament  from  this  country^'  Such 
dilpenfations  of  Providence  fpeak  indignations  coming  on  :  It  requires 
ahnoft  an  age  to  breed  and  fumi(h  a  man  with  due  qualifications  for 
the  fervtce  of  the  church  and  common»weaMH»  England  doth  not  fo 
abound  with  pious,  zealous,  and  faithful  gentlemen  at  this  time,  but 
that  it  may  fenfibiy  feel  the  lofs  of  fucb  a  man.. 

Secondfyf  More  particcdarly,  let  the  minifters  of  Cbrifl  lament  his 
fall,  as  Jeremiah  Ad  the  fiall  of  Jbfiah  in  the  text.  He  was  a  true 
firiend  to  Chrifl's  faithful  mintiters,  and  had  them  in  honour  for  their 
work's  fake.  It  is  true,  he  hath  no  more  need  of  us,  he  is  now  wi- 
fer  than  his  teachers  y  but  we  greatly  need  him,  and  nien  of  his  fpirit, 
mfudk  a  dull  degenerate  age  as  we  live  in. 

Thirdly^  And  moft  particularly,  I  fhall  apply  and  ctofe  all  with  a 
'  few  words  of  counfel  to  the  dear  and  now  defilate  reliSl  of  this  wpr- 
C  thyperfoD,  whofe  fad  lot  it  is  this  day^  to  overlive  the  mercies  and 
.  comforts  fbe  once  enjoyed  in  him.- 

Madam,  God  hath  this  day  covered  you  with  fables,  written  bitter 

thiqgs  againft  you,  broken  you  with  breach  upon  tM*each.    Your 

lorrows  need  not   to  be  excited,  but  regulated.     It  is   my  trou* 

ble  that  I  caifnot  difcharge  my  duty  to  the  memory  of  your  dear  huf- 

band,  withoof  ei^^perating  your  griefs,  which,  alas,  were  too  acute 

befiMre.;  but  rods  have  their  voices ;  <<  Bleiled  is  the  man  whom  God 

'    ««  comfteth,  and  teacheth  him  out  of  his  law.'*    Hear  you  the  rod, 

and  who  hath  appointed  it  y  and,  oh  !  that  your  foul  may  this  day 

'}  take  in  thefe  necdlary  counlels  and  cautions,  without  which  your  af- 

^  fliAions  cannot  be  fanftified  to  the  advantage  of  your  foul !  And, 

I*  Learn  from  hence  the  vanity  of  the  creature,  the  emptinefs,  and 
liothingners  of  the  befl  things  here  bek>w.    How  hath  God  made 

Jour  beft  comforts  on  earth  to  fhrink  up  and  vanifh  into  nothing  ? 
low  do  your  £incies  vamifb  and  gild  over  thefe  empty  bubbles? 
Y^hat  great  expe£btions  are  we  apt  to  raife  from  them  ?  How  apt 
ID  fall  afleep  in  the  bofoms  or  laps  of  earthly  enjoyments,  and  fay 
A  with  Job,  <<  I  (hall  die  in  my  nefr,  and  multiply  my  days  as  the  fand.^' 
*    When  lo,  in  a  mcvnent,  the  proje£b  and  expe£htions  of  many  years 
are  overturned*    O  what  a  difference  will  you  find  betwixt  hope 
founded  in  Chrift,  comforts  drawn  out  of  the  promifesj  and  the  flat- 
tering comforts  and  vain  hopes  founded  in  the  creature^  wboie  breath 
is  In  its  noffaik  ? 
It  is  time  for  you,  and  for  us  allf  to  wean  off'from  this  vain  world ; 
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nmtifyjour  fancies  and  affe£tions  to  k»  and  place  them  where  they 
ftail  not  be  capable  of  difappointment. 

2.  Guard   carefuUjy    I   befeech  you,  againft  tbofe   temptations 
which  jrobaSly  may  accomplifli  this^affliflibn.     It  may  Se  Satan  will 
feggeft  to^our  heart,  what  b^  once  put  intojKcif  Ups^  Mai.  iii.  14.     j 
«  WHatprofiOs  it  that  we  have  kept^^lmord  walked  ,1, 
"  mournfuliy  before  him  1"    Where  is  the  fruit  of  prayer?     Whjt  ^ 
goodTlavel  fecn  of  fading^?     What  hath  religion  availed  ?^*  Ponot    | 
prayerlefs  ain  J  ungodlj^amlljcs^^^                              ?  Beware  of  this. 
Madamy  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  acknowledge,  there  have  been 

^  and  provocations  within  your  walls,  yea,  within  your  heart,  for  | 
whichTJod  may  asjuftly  and  feverely  judge  your  hqufe  as  he  did  V; 
Ill's.  Remember  th#  rewards  of  religion  are  not  in  this  world  5  an4  m 
ffiouTJ  we  fpeak  thus,  we  fhall  oTOud  agairill  the  generation  of  j 
his  chUdrch,  All  we  muft  expefl  from  religion,  is  to  fave  our  fouls 
b^it.  • 

3.  Call  not  .tJJML.  love  oi  God  into  queftion  to  yourfelfi  or  yours,  ^  .  t 
becaufe^Fthefe  fcverc  ftrokes  of  God  upon  you  and  them  :  Too  i*^- 
know  Jofiah  was' dear  to  Cod,  yet  he  died  m  the  prime  of  his  days, 

by  a  violent  hand,  remote  from  his  own  hom^,  and  was  brought  home 
in  ihtfecond  chariot  to  Jtrufakm ,-  a  Ipeftacle  of  far  greater  forrow 
than  your  dear  hufband  was  \  and  yet,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  fad 
circumfiances  of  his  death,  the  promife  of  his  God  Was  punflually 
performed  to  him,  that  he  fliould  die  in  peace,  and  not  behold  the 
evil  that  was  to  come.  <^  There  is  a  vanity  (faith  Solomon.)  which 
<<  is  done  upon  the  earth,  that  there  be  juft  men  unto  whom  it  hap- 
'<  pencch  according  to  the  work  of  the  wicked :  Again,  there  be 
''  wicked  men,  to  whom  it  happeneth  according  to  the  work  of  the 
''  righteous,"  EccL  viii.  14.  But  then  remember,  that  it  is  but  in 
the  earth  \  here,  or  no  where,  God  muft  chaftife  his  children. 

4.  See  that  you  maintain  that  holy  courfe  of  religious  exercifes  in 
TOur  ftuiuly,  and  in  your  ciofet,  wherein  -be  walked  fo  exemplarily 
before  you.  Let  religion  live,  though  he  be  dead  ;  and  convince  the 
world,  I  pray  you,  that  it  was  God's  influence,  and  not  your  hufband's 
00I7,  which  was  the  fpring  and  principle  of  this  holy  courfe. 

5.  Strive  not  with  your  Maker,  nor  fret  againft  the  Lord  under 
this  irkibme  and  painful  difpenfatiori :  Tlemember,  there  is  ^kivpe    \ 
hanging  over  this  iin  ;  Ifa.^  xlv.  9,   10.  Woe  to  him  that  firiveth  %vrtb   \ 
his  Maker. '  There  is  a  twofold  ftriving  of  men  with  God,  one  law-  ' 
fill  and  commendable  ^  when  we  ftrive  with  him  upon  the  knee  of/;, 
importunity  in  prayer  •,  thus  Jacob  wrdllcd  with  God,  and  prevait* 
cd,  Hof.  xii.  4.     The  other  is  highly  fihful  and  dangerous,  when  wc 
prcluoieYo  ceiifure,  or  accufe  any  of  his  works,  as  dcfeftive  in  wit 
dom  dr.goodnefs.     He  that  reproveth  God,  let  him  anfwer  it,  i.  e« 
At  bis  peril  be  it.    This  finful  ftriving  with  God  is  twofold  i  dther 
weal  or  mentaj. 

uVocal.  When  men,  in  bold  Uafphemous  language^  «t»^  thfi 
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^ifdom,  power,  goodncfs,  or  faithfiilncfs  of  the  Lord,  at  the  bar  rf 
their  own  reafon  ^  and  there  condemn  them,  fetting  their  mouths 
*agamft  the  heavens,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  8,  9.  This  is  the  fin  of  the  wicked, 
yea,  ofthe  firft-bom  fons  of  wickedncfs. 

•  4  Mental  In  inward  frets,  murmurs,  repinings  againft  God  ; 
Prov.  xix.  3.  *«  The  fooliflinefs  of  man  perverts  his  way,  apAJhos  heart 
•*  frqjteth  againft  the  Lord.*'    The  heart  may  cry  out  impatiently 

■againft  God,  when  the  tongue  is  lUent :  And  if  the  frets  and  mur- 
murs ofthe  heart  be  (as  indeed  they  are)  interpretatively  no  better 
}  than  a  ftriving  with' our  Maker  ;  then  this  fin  would  be  tound  more 
"  c6mmon' among  good  men  in  the paroxi/ms  of  affiftion  than  we  ima- 
i  gine.  It  will  be  rieceflary  tiierefore,  for  your/akc,  and  for  the  fakes 
/  of  many  more  in  a  like  ftate  of  affliftion  with  you,  to  ftay  a  while  on 
this  head,  and  confider  thefe  following  queries. 

^ery  I.  How  far  may  we  enquire  of  God,  expoftulate,  and  com- 
plain in  times  of  affliAion,  without  fin  ? 
^ery  II.  Wherem  lies  the  Cnfulnefs  and  danger  of  exceeding  thdc 
bounds? 

•  ^uery  III,  What  confiderations  are  moft  proper  and  powerful  to 

reftrain  the  afflifled  foul  from  this  finful  exccfs  ? 

^ery  i.  How  far  we  may  enquire  of  God,  expoftulate  with  hini| 

and  complain  to  KTm  in  times  of  affliftion,  without  fin  ? 

f  ,     Soiyi.  Wc^  may  humbly  enquire  into  the  caufes  and  reafons  of 

,  .*''God*s  difpleafiire  againft  us,  not  to  feek  matter  for  our  jujfificationybnt 

^   £re£fton  in  the  work  of  our  hamiliation :  fo  David  enquired  about  the 

thfee  years  famine,  and  the  Lord  informed  him,  for  whofe  fake,  and 

for  what  fin  it  was,  2  Sam.  xxi.  i .     And  thus  Job  addrefled  to  him 

In  the  day  of  his  affliftion,  Jobx.  2.  Shew  me  wherefore  thou  contended 

I    'ti'fth  nte,'  \.  c.  convince  me,  what  fpecial  fin  it  is,  for  whictfl^aSi  thus 

afllidked.     This  is  fo  far  hrom  being  our  fin,  that  it  is  both  our  duty, 

and  the  excellency  of  our  fpirits  :  it  is  a  child-like  temper,  willing  to 

know,  that  we  may  be  particularly  humbled  for  that  fin,  and  forever 

the  more  careful  to  fhun  it.     "  That  which  I  fee  not,  teach  thou  me ; 

•  "if  I  have  done  iniquity,  I  will  do  fo  no  more,**  Job  xxxiv.  32.     Thus 

,'   far  we  are  fafc.' 

2.  We  may  plead  by  prayer,  and  put  him  in  mind  of  his  mercies, 
re  rations,' and  promifes,  in  order  to  the  change  of  his  providential  di<l 
perfations  towards  us  :  We  may  lay  to  him  under  the  fmarteft  rod, 
as  the  church  did,  "  Doubtlefs  thou  art  our  Father,"  Pfalm  Ixxiv.' 
20.  Have  refpeft  to  the  covenant  J  or  as  Jacob,  Gen.  xxxii.  y,  12. 
»*  Thou  faidft,  I  will  furely  do'thee  good.'* 

3.  We  may  complain  to  God  under  our  fufferingSji  and  fpread 
them  before  him  in  all  their  circumftances  and  aggravations,  as  Job, 

r  Heman,  Afaph,  Hezekiah  and  David  did«  He  allows  his  children  to 
complain  to  him,  but  not  of  him  :  «« I  poured  out  my  complaint  be£>re 
«  him;  I  fhcwed  before  him  my  troubk,"  PfaL  cxlii.  2.    To  whom 
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fhonld  a  child  make  his  complsunti  but  to  his  father  ?  So  far  we  are 

fafe.      .  ^ 

4.  We  may  fubmiflively  pray  for  the  rcmpval  of  hi$  hand  from  us*  ; 
and  entreat,  that  his  anger  may  ceafe^  and  that  h>e  will  turn  again  and  i 
heal  us  and  our  families,  and  not  draw  forth  his  anger  for*ever.  So  1 
did  David^' Pfalm  xxxix.  10/  *«  Remove  thy  ftroke  away  from  mc;  ^ 
"  I  am  confiimcd  by  the  blow  of  thine  hand  ;'*  q.  d.  Ah,  I^ord,  I 
am  not  able  to  endure  another  ftroke.  All  this  while,  we  areTafCp 
within  the  bounds  of  our  duty.     But  then, 

^erj  2.  Wherein  lies  our  fin  and  danger,  iti  exccedinj;  theft 
ix)unds?  I  anfwer,        ^^ 

^TTWHen  ftrgetting  God's  fovereignty,  and  the  defert  of  our  ini- 
quities, we  arrogantly  ceniure  his  affe<5ling,  or  permitting  providences, 
as  if  they  -had  no  conducenqr  to  his  own  glory,  or  our  good.  This  is 
both  iinful  and  dangerous  :  For, 

1.  This  is  a  proud  exalting  of  our  own  reafon  and  underftandtng 
above  the  infinite  wifdom  of  God.  God  hath  made  our  reaibn  a  * 
judge  2XiA  arbiter  vci  matters  within  its  own  fphere  and  province:  but 
when  it  comes  to  fummon  God  to  its  bar,  and  article  againft  heaven, 
it  is  an  infiifferable  arrogaucy ;,  and  we  do  it  at  our  own  peril.  God 
will  have  all  men  know,  that  he  is  an  unaccountable  being,  Job  xxxiiL 
13.  '  Tea,  he'  will  have  us  to  know,  'that  the  «  foolilfanefs  of  God  is 

"  wifer  than  men,"  i  Cor.  i  25.  That  is,  that  thoTe  very  works  of 
God,  whicTi  xnan*s  proud  reafon  adventures  to  cenfure  as  not  fo  wife 
a  method  as  their  own  would  *be,  hath  more  wifllom  in  them,  than 
all  the  deep-laid  defigns  of  the  greateft  politicians  in  the  world.  And 
it  IS  Urange  that  men  (hould  dare  to  attempt  fuch  a  wickednefs  asthb^ 
after  God  hath  fo  feverely  punilbcd  it  in  the  fallen  angels. 

2.  It  is  ho  left  than  a  fpurning  at  the  fovercignty  of  God,  fropa 
whofc  pleafure  we  derive  our  beings,  and  all  our  mercies,  Rev.  iv. 
II.  In  thefc  quarrellings  at  providence,  and  frets  at  divine  appoint- 
ments, we  invade  his  throne,  and  controul  his  fovereign  pleafure: 
How  monHrous  were  it  to  hear  a  child  quarrelling  with  his  father^ 
that  he  was  tiOt  fo  and  io  figured  \  or  the  clay  to  chide  the  potter  for 
moulding  it  as  it  is  ? 

3.  It  is  deftrudtive  to  our  inward  peace  and  tranquillity  of  mind, 
which  is  part  of  the  punifhment  of  this  fin  ^  and  a  fmart  firipe,  a  fore 
rebuke  it  is  from  the  hand  of  God  upon  us. 

Contention  is  uncomfortable,  though  but  with  a  nelglibour,  worfe 
with  a  near  relation ;  but  a  quarrel  with  God  is  deilru6live  to  all 
comfort  in  the  world.  Afllidtions  may  di'fturb  a  good  man^s  peace  ; 
but  a  mutinous  fpirit  againft  God,  deftroys  and  ftabs  it  at  the  very 
heart.  What  is  the  fin  and  torment  of  the  devils,  but  their  rage  a» 
gainft  tlie  Lord,  and  fweUingagaixid  the  methods  of iu& grace  ?  '<  He 
**  fecketh  reftj  but  findeth  none,"  Matth.  xii.  43.  The  peace  of  our 
fpirit  is  a  choice  merc^j  and  might  be  maintauied  amidll  all  our  af. 
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fli^ons^  were  fout  our  intereft  in  his  promifes,  and  the  true  level  of 

,     his  providences  cleared  to  us. 

4*  It  is  irrationali  and  highly  unjufti  to  give  the  caufe,  and  quarrel 
at  the  eff<Bs.  God  hath  righteoufljr  and  infeparabljr  linked  penal  with 
moral  evils  (  fin  and  forrow,  hj  the  laws  of  heaven  are  tacked  and 
linked  together }  be  that  doth  evil,  (ball  feel  evil,  Gen«  iv.  7.  We 
iuiventiire  upon  fin,  and  thei^  fret  at  affliction,  Prov*  xix.  3.    /<  The 

f    <«  fooliflineis  of  man  perverts  bis  way,  and  his  heart  fretteth  againfi 

J  ^  the  Lord/'  Is  this  becoming  a  reafonable  creature  ?  Doth  not  e- 
very  man  reap  as  he  fo weth  ?  Can  the  feed  of  fin  bring  forth  a  crop  of 
peace  and  comfort  i  <*  Why;  doth  the  living  man  coxnplain,  a  man  for 
<<  the  punifhment  of  bis  fins?"  Lam.  iii*  39.  Search  your  hearts, 
and  fearch  your  bouies,  and  you  will  (juickly  find  that  all  ypur  af- 
fliAions  in  this  world,  were  they  ten  thouland  times  morcj  and  heavier 

/  than  they  are,  do  not  come  near  to  the  defert  of  one  fin.  All  forrows, 
lofies,  afflictions  on  this  fide  hell,  are  quite  below  the  value  of  fin,  the 
meritorious  and  provoking  caufe  of  them  all. 

5.  It  is  foolifh  and  vain,  to  ftrive  againft'  God,  and  conteft  per- 
verfely  with  him.  Can  our  difcontents  relieve  us?*  Or  our  murmurs 
eafe  us?  Will  they  turn  God  out  of  his  way  ?  No,  He  is  in  one  mind, 

r  and  fvbo  can  turn  bim  afidef  Job  zxiii.  13.  The  wheels  of  providence 
,  go  firaight  forward,  and  turn  not  when  they  go,  Ezek.  i*  1 7.  We 
j  may  bring  them  over  us  to  crufii  us,  by  ftanding  thus  in  their  way ; 

hat  cannot  turn  them  out  of  their  way. 
^  "If  they  ftill  walk  contrary  to  me,  then  will  I  wait  contrary  to 
"  you  anci  puni(h  you  yet  feven  times  for  your  fins,''  Lev.  xxiii.  14. 
Or  I  will  walk  in  the  rafimefs  of  mine  anger,f  fmiting  you  without 
moderation,  as  men  do  in  their  rage  and  fury.  This  is  all  we  fball 
get  by  firetting  againft  God.  Never  expe£l  relief  under,'  or  releafe  from 
the  yoke  God  hath  laid  on  your  necks,  till  you  be  brought  to  accept 
the  puniihment  of  your  iniquities,  (.ev.  xxvi.  41. 

6.  It  is  a  fin  full  of  odious  ingratitude  towards  your  God :  Which 
appears  (i.)  In  murmuring  becaufe  it  is  fo  bad,  when  we  (hould  be 
admiring  that  it  is  no  worfe.  Are  there  not  millions  in  hell  that  never 
finned  at  higher  rates  than  you  have  done  ?  Is  this  affliction  as  bad  as 
)iell  ?  Hath  God  pardoned  you  and  laved  you,  and  yet  doth  he  deferve 
%o  be  thus  requited  by  you  ?  {%.)  In  murmuring  that  our  coodition  is 
fo  bad,  when  we  may  every  day  fee  others  in  a  far  worfe  cafe^  who 
are  equal  with  us  by  nature,  and  we  are  equal  with  them  in  guilt  and 
provocation.  If  we  fpeak  of  outward  affli^ons,  certainly  others 
would  be  glad  to  exchange  conditions  with  us,  and  account  themfelves 
happy  in  our  circumftapqes.  Confider  the  defcription  given  of  thofe 
penons.  Job  xxx.  3,  4,  5.     And  how  little  they  differ  in  the  manner 

*  When  a  patient  iknigglea  under  the  phyfictaa'a  band  lie  recerrea  »  finartcr 

tPDCh.  ^ 

f  npd  tmtritmhiaSc,  L  <.  I  wiU  walk  raihly. 
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of  life  from  tnxre  beafts:  And  if  wc  Ipcak  of  inward  tnmbleS)  com^ 
pare  your  own  with  thofe  of  Hemaoj  and  Afaphj  in  Pialm  Ixxvii,  and 
luxvili.  and  if  both  togecher,  and  that  m  an  intenfe  degree^  confider 
Job  vTi.  4*  and  you  will  ibon  find  your  condition  full  of  fparing  mer-  . 
cj:  Thofe  excellent  perfbns  that  were  fo  much  above  you  in  grace,  r 
vere  yet  plunged  ib  m)jch  deeper  than  you  into  affli^pm.     And  b  it  ^ 
not  then  vUe  ingratitude  in  you,  thus  to  mutiny  and  charge  y^r  God 
f^JUj?   (3.)  But  efpedally  here  lies  our  ingratitudes  ui  quarrelling 
and  cenfuring  thofe  providences,  whofe  very  end  and  errand  is  our 
eternal  good  ;  "HeK  xii-  16.     *•  But  he  for  our  profit,  that  we  mighty 
"  be  partakers  of  Ks  holihefs.'* 

7.  it  is  a  fin  that  deprives  us  of  the  fruits  and  benefits  of  our  afiUc* 
tions :  A  tumuhuous  raging  fpirit  reaps  no  good  by  the  rod.  The 
fruits  of  affli£tioB  are  called  ilkt  peaceable  fru^s^  Heb.  xii.  tk  becauie 
they  are  always  gathered  and  reaped  down  by  the  afflided  foul  in  % 
quiet  and  peaceful  temper:  Anima  fedendoy  (st  quiejcendo  fit  Ja^enSm 
Bioflfoms  and  flowers  open  not  in  the  boifterons  ftorms  of  winter,  but 
in  the  mild  and  gentle  fpring. 

Well  then,  be  convinced  of  the  fin  and  danger  of  a  difcontented 
fpirit  under  the  hand  of  God,  and  inftead  of  mourning  over  loft  re- 
lations, now  mourn  for  the  lofs  of  patience,  the  want  of  fubaiifiioii» 
and  for  the  pride  and  arrrogancy  of  your  own  reafon,  that  prefumes 
to  correA  the  works  of  the  Almighty;  and  fay  to  God,  as  Jofeph  did 
to  his  father,  when  he  wittingly  crofled  his  hands  in  blefiing  Ephraim 
and  ManafTeh,  Notfi^  my  Father,    This  is  not  fit. 

^uerj  3.  But  how  may  thefe  evils  be  prevented  or  cured,  and  the 
tempefiuous  foul  calmed  under  the  rod  ?  How  fhal)  all  ftrifes  betwixt 
God  and  his  people  be  ended,  and  the  foul  made  quiet  at  his  feet  ? 

Reply,  This  blefled  frame  of  fpirit  may  in  a  great  degree  and  nie»» 
Aire  be  attained  in  the  ufe  of  the  following  direSHons  :  I  fay,  in  their 
u(e  and  applicatiouj  not  by  the  prefcription  or  fimple  knowledge  of  -  ' 
them.     And, 

Ride  I,  Tb(  firftrule  or  direAion  is  thia:  Study  well  the  gbriour 
fvDereignty  of  God  over  you^  and  awe  ycur  hearts  with  the  fame  con^ 
fidtration  of  it.  From  his  mere  pleafure,  you,  and  aH  that  is  yours^ 
proceeded  ;  on  his  pleafure  you  depend,  and  into  that  good  pleafiure 
of  his  will,  your  wills  therefore  ought  to  be  reiblved :  «  Whatever  the 
'<  Lord  plciafed,  that  he  did,  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  in  the  fea,  and 
«  in  air  deep  places,'' PTalm  cxxxv.  6.  Man  and  man  fiand  on  equal 
ground  {  and  if  our  reafon  be  not  fatisfied  ab<mt  the  equity  of  men's 
dealings  with  us,  we  may  afk  who  did  it,  and  demand  the  reaibnt 
why  he  did  it  ^  but  when  we  have*  to  do  vritb  God,  we  muft  not 
difpute  his  pleafiire.  Let  the  potCherd  fhive  with  the  potOierds  of 
the  earth  ;  but  let  not  the  clay  difpute  with  the  potter.  Now  the  fo«- 
vereignty  of  God  is  gloriouily  difpiayed  in  his  decrees^  laws,  andprovt" 
dmces.  (i.)  In  his  decrees^  appointing  the  creatures  to  their  ends, 
whether  to  be  vefTels  of  mercy,  or  of  wrath,  Rom.  ix«  18,19^  ao.  In 
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this  cafe  tiun.n)u^.be  no  difputlng  with.  God.  {%.)  Id  his  hfj^Sf  ai>- 
pointingthe  work  and  duty  of  the  creature,  as  aUb  tbe  rewards  and 
punifhinents  ;  Jatnes  iv.  1 2.  '<  There  is  one  Law*giycr»  that,  is  able 
to  lave  and  to  d^ftroy.^  In  this  cafe  his  fovereignty  immediately  and 
inHifpenfably  binds  the  confcience  of  man»  and  no  human  authority 
can  diflblve  that  obligation  :  Nor  rouft  we  fn^ffat  the  fevereft  com* 
mand.  (3.)  The  gloriouafoverejjjptyof  God  is  diiplayed  ip  his  pro^ 
nldential  adminiAration6,\ippoin ting  every  man  to  that  Aaticn  and 
condition  in  which  he  is  in  this  world  }  -whether  it  be  high  or  lowj 
profperou's,  or  afilidled;.  PC^^m  Ixxv.  6.  <<  Ifaidto  the  fools,  deal  not 
<«  fboliibly,  &c.  for  promotion  cometh  not  from  the  eaft,  nor  the 
*5  veil,  but  God  is  Judges  he  putteth  down  onei  and  fetteth  up  ano- 
w  thcr.**  Let  not  them  that  arc  at  the  top  of  the  world  be  lifted  up ; 
Bor  thofe,  that  are  at  the  bottom  be  deje^led  ;  for  God  cafts  every 
ipan's  lot,  and  changeth.  their  condition  at  his  pleafure  ;  a  word  of 
his  mouth  plucks  down  the  lofty,  and  exalts  the  lowly;  he'woundeth, 
and  his  hands .  make  whole.  Hence  }t  becomes  the  affiiided  to  be 
fiill,  and  know  that  he  is  God,  Ffal.  xlvi.  10.  to  put  his  mouth  in 
tbe  duft,  and  quietly  to  wait  for  his  falyation  :  All  our  fretting  and 
Sniggling  cannot  (hake  off  the  yoke  which  he  hath  put  upon  us;  but 
a  meek  and  quiet  fubmiiGon  to  his  will,  and  compliance  with  his  de* 
£gps,  is  the  beft  expedient  to  procure  our  freedom.  There  is  not  one 
circujQ[iftance  of  trouble  .bef<)ls  you  without  his  order ;  nor  c^n  you  ex* 
pcft  deliverance  but  by  order  from  him. 

Rule  6.  Stuiy  the  tranfcettdent  evil  of  Jin  ^  and^»hatthe  dement  tf  the 
leaftjin  that  everym  committed  is •  This  will  becalm  your  tempeftuous 
fpiritS)  and  at  once  work  them  into  contentment  with  your  prefent 
flate,  and  admiration  that  it  b  no  worfe,  Lam.  iii.  22, 39.  40. 

Confider,  thou  querulous  and  difcontented  foul,  that  the  wages  of 
fin  Is  jdcath,  Rom.  vi.  uU.  that  tribulation^  anguiih»  and  wrathj  are 
due  by  law,  to  every  foul  of  man ,  that  doth  evil ;  that  fo  often  as  we 
have  finned,  fo  often  have  we  deferved  hell :  and  (Iiall  we  then 
charge  God  with  feverity,  for  fcourging  us  wtfeh  the  rods  of  gentle, 
fatherly,  chaftifements  ?  Is  (fah  htU  ?  Dare  you  fay  the  feverefl  afflic- 
tion that  ever  was  upon  you,  is  above  the  demerit  of  yo^r  fin  ? 

It  is  true»  indeed,  the  Lord  tells  Jerusalem,  that  (he  had  <<  received 
«  of  his  hand  double  for  all  her  fins,"  Ifa.  xl.  2.  But  that  is  not  the 
knguage  of  ftri£k  juftioe,  but  of  compaflions  rolled  together.  There 
is  not  a  gracious  foul  in  all  the  world*  but  will  readily  fubfcribe  Ezra's 
confeffion^  that  God  bath  afflii^ed  it  lefs  than  its  iniquities  deferve, 
£zra  ix.  13.  Oh  I  if  once  we  meafure  otir  affiiAions  by  our  fins^ 
we  fhall  admire  they  are  fo  few,  fo  mild  and  gentle  as  they  are  I 

Rule  3.  Conjtder  ^at  a  d'^erence  there  is  betwixt  the  faints  tneet^ 
ing  with  qfilifiions^  and  their  parting  with  them.  You  meet  them 
with  trembling  and  aftcgiiifliment^  but  you  fhaii  part  with  them  with 
praife  and  thankfgiving ;  bleffing  God  for  the  manifold  bleffiog^  they 
have  Jiiilrumcptally  conveyed  to  your  fouls.    It  ]§  good  for  mcj  faith 
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David,  tknthave  been  affliAed.  By  thefe  thingi  fin  it  urtftxMi, 
dScovered,  and  mortified,  the  enfharing  moM  embitttred,  and  the 
reft  to  come  fwaetened. 

Manj  other  excellent  rules  maj  be  added  :  try  ^bidkf  tnd  the  blc& 
fing  of  the  Spirit  accompanj  them. 

To  conchidc  ^  be  not  ffrallowed  up  of  forfows  for  vhstt  joa  have 
loft  J  but  balance  all  the  troubles  of  chia  life  with  the  hopes  of  the 
next.  Tour  dear  children  are  gone»  jour  fweet  boiband  is  gone  |  bat 
to  confider  who  took  tbem»  and  whiUicr*  It  is  faid  of  Enochi  Gea« 
V.  24.  <<  He  walked  with  God|  and  was  not,  for  God  took  him.'*  Mr 
UptohS  ndtrand  yet  hcls :  he  Is  not  with  men,-Jie  is  with  God  t 
he  ceafcs  not  to  h^  thouj;h  he  cesses  to  brfotbe:  he  is  taken  away,  but  j 
God  tooklilm':  he  is  better  where  be  is  than  where  he  was  X  thougjh 
he  be  not  In  your  bofom,  he  is  in  Chrift's. 

Imitate  his  ^eaf,  plain-heartednefs,  diligence  in  dudes,  and  yon  fliall 
Ihortly  meet  him  again,  and  never  part  any  more }  i  Then;  iv.  15^ 
16,  f7,'i8.  «Tor  this  #c  fay  by  the  word  of  the  Lord,  that  we' 
**  whtfh  are  alive^  and  reiham  to  the  coining  of  the  Lord,  fliall  not 
<<  prevent  them  which  are  afleep.  For  l(he  Lord  himfelf  (hall  4e£-  ' 
<'  cend  from  heaven  with  a  fliout,  and  with  the  voice  of  the  arch- 
«  angel, "«id  the  trump  of  God :  aikd  the  dead  inChrift  fhall'jife 
"  firS :  'i'heo^we.which  arc  alive,  and  remain,  fliall  be  caught  up  to* 
"  sether  with  them  in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air  1  And 
**  roflisS^Ire  ever  be  with  the  Lord.  Wherefore  comfort  one  ani>- 
«  thef  irfOi  thefe  words.^  Did  you  but  know  ti*e  deep  emphqps  of 
thefe  W6rds,  ever  ^th  the  Lord  /  I  doubt  not,  but  you  would  find  com- 
ion  enough  in  them  for  jourfelf^  and  a  gneat  overplui  for  the  coniFt 
fcrting  oTothers*     ' 
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the  firft  Yw  4^  Liberty,  1688. 


wi^tiiuuMMyywwwi*^ 


,   THE  ?Ri?FACE. 

3'*^AT  €atech)2kig  b  ftn-  ordinance  of  God,  few   wdl  doobti 
when  they  confider  the  apoftltJs  did  firft  lay  the  fiindamen- 
6{  reKgion'j'  Heb.  vi.  t.  And  <<  &d  babes  with  niilk,  teaching 
••<  Jthcm  Che  firft  prindptes  of  the  oracles  of  God,"*  Heb;  v.  la.  and 

Sueftionleis  taught  them  hi  that  manner,  which  waft  aloft  fisiCable  to 
le  C9p^^tr  of  the  learners,  which  may  b^  well  fuppofed  to.be  by 
^nl^n  and  mort  4tieftk>ns,  akidf  faivabk'anfwars  thecauoto;  and  there- 
tore  this  has  befcn  a  cooftant  praAiee  in  the  chvrch  of  God  $  aod 
"the  primitrredknrch  hitd  a  pattiiiillur  perf^n  approfkriated  therruato, 
whom  they  called  Cfstechlft. 

And  fo  all  well-governed,  and  wifely-managed  churches,  have 
ftill  maintained  and  ufed  it,  as  knowing  the  necefiity  and  ufefubefs 
thereof}  for  the  younger  fort  to  inform  them  in  the  principles  of 
that  religion  whertinto  they  were  baptized  1^  and  for  the  eftabliih-* 
ment  of  the  adult  and  more  aged  therein. 

Hence  have  iflued  thofe. . little  compofures  of  all  the  fundamental 
doArines  of  faith  and^praCMce  (o  handled  (which  we  call  Catechifms) ; 
in  the  churches  ;  and  particularif  in  ours,  whereof  there  are  many 
and  divers,  whofe  authors  have  well  deferVeci  for  their  endeavours  to 
inform  and  edify  the  people  thereby. 

But  among  them  all,  none  excel  this  little  catechifm  of  the  Aflbn- 
bly,  for  orthodoxy,  fulnefs,  and  method. 

And  becaufe  the  anfwers  therein  are  fome  of  them  pretty  lai^c, 
and  treat  of  the  moft  profound  myfteries  of  our  religion ;  therefcffc 
feveral  perfons  have  beftowed  their  good  and  laudable  pains,  fome  in' 
deicanting  more  largely,  and  proving  by  fcriptural  realoP9  the  pard-| 
culars  :  one  has  (hewn  the  harmony  thereof  with  the  articles  and  ho- 
milies of  the  church  of  England  (defigned,  I  fuppofe,  to  remove  the 
prejudice  which  fome  have  taken  againft  it) :  others  have  parted  the 
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qacfii^  sod  anfwer^  mto  fey(^  il^ti  alie$>  iwdfreaelH  ta  m4i^ 
tfacm  Bsore  kMliigibte  to  yovngar  oxie6|.4w.d  mOne^y  to  Ix;  rcsMua-: 

OCTCu*  .y. 

Among  whofB>  worth]^,  orthodox,  and  txcellent  Mt  JAn  Fbivot 
mif  be  raiikcdy  vlio  amoog  ocber  oi  bis  laaiiy  mpft  profitable  labgimfi^ 
applied  himfeif  to  tbe  chewUig  oi  this  bread  of  Ufir^of  crumbling  ift 
into  fignaltcr  pieces,  for  tbe  conveniencet  of  cbildreo»  and,  iiideed»  gi 
all ;  wbercin  (as  in  all  his  other  works)  he  hath  fliewii  biinteif  f^ 
workmaoy  that  needs  not  to  be  aflkamed. 

There  needs  no  other  recammsndalion  to  thi^  yofthumon^  P^^^ 
but  the  worthy  author's,  name  i  he  wai  removed  ^fore  be  bad  cOm^ 
pletelj  finifhed  it  -,  he  had  prepared  his  qiieiyteij  al)d  anfwea  upgui 
the  fecond  petition  of  the  Lovd's  Ptia^r}  but  liv«d  nof.^to  pifofofe 
them  in  tbe  public  congregaction.  God  tbcutrartflat/od  Uaa  Jntq  bb 
klDgdom  of  glory  abovtti  while  he  .was  lb  jdduftriouil|)r  endeifvoUriiig 
topromote  the  kingdom  of  grace  below.  \ 

The  other  five  remaining  ^aefttons  and  anfwers  (to  completed  the 
work)  were  dotie  by  a;nider  hand }  as  may  be  effily  diiGqmed  bf  {ib|[ 
oUervant  reader^,  who  will  find  Un^lf  transfierred  Aom  a  plain»  oltfla;| 
and  delightlul  ftUe,.metbod»  and  maner,  into  more  rough,  ditorderliTii 
and  unpleafant  ones ;  for,  who  indeed  could  equal  this  diving  lyk 
bourerr  Not  the  completer  i  Who  would  aocounC  htmfell  to  have 
made  very  yreat  attainments  in  divinity  and  ufefdloefsy  if  he  were  Igsh 
bat  a  few  Kurionga  behind  him*  '        .  '": 

Let  the  reader  ufe  and  perufe  this  piece,  and  he  will  fee  caufe  14^ 
Ue&  God  for  the  author.  . .         *      ^ 

VAIiE- 


TO  THE  READER, 

THE  Divine  Providence  having  unexpe^dly  cail  my  lofsi  fyt  a 
few  dayS)  in  Dartmouth,  where  that  blefled  it^an  of  Gdd,-  Mif 
John  Flaveli  did  for  many  years  honour  Chrift,  and  was  hoi)oun» 
ed  i^  him  $  I  have  been  favoured  with  a  fight  of  that  moft  judidoiia 
explication  of  tbe  Aflembl^'s  Catechifm,  which  is  enutted  herewith.  - 

Being  defired  to  teftify  my  refpeA  to  the  worthy  author,  by  prct 
^KiBg  tbia  eacellest  labour  of  bis  with  a  few  lines  -,  I  can  truly  iay, 
(as  fometimes  Beza  of  Calvin,}  Now  Mr  Flavei  is  dead»  life  wift  bd 
kfs  fweet,  and  death  lefs  bitter  to  me. 

My  heart  bleeds  to  look  on  this  defobte  plaeei  and  not  to  fee  him# 
tbat,  wUlft  living,  was  the  glory  of  it«  .        . 

But  neither  the  author,  nor  his  writings,  ftand  in  need  of  the  con^ 
oieodation  of  others,  much  Icfi  of  mine. 

His  works,  already  publi(hed,  have  made  his  name  precious  in  both 
^^nds;  and  it  will  be  ip,,  as  long  as  the  eartti  fliall  endure.  ' 

There  are- feme  oonfidenttions  which  nay  caufe  the  res^ler  to  ex- 
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fta(«idlie«riUMrfiiid  kiaiTelf  (Bfimpoioted  therein)  tbat  which  b 
citraordiniuylii  thii  Iktie  nkmual ;  wt  the  «ath<»Ps  heart  was  Tcrjr 
much  eogaged  in  doing  thb  ftrvke  for  Chrift,  in  thus  feeding  his 
hmbs.  And  he  did  himlelf  defign  the  publicitjon  of  what  is  here 
«omndtted  todio  prefi ;  and  was  verf  de&rous  (with  an  holy  fubmif^ 
Ibo  to  the  will  of  God)  to  hate  perfected  this  work  before  his  d^eafe; 
biit  bad  ibange  intimatiokxs  that  he  (hould  fioilh  his  coorfe  hthrc 
that  could  be  done. 

When  he  did^  viva  voce,  deliver  his  meditations>  there  were  many 
tnhrgeinents,  and  H^ely  |>aflages,  which  vet  not  here  inferted  i  never* 
thekUy  here  is  as  much  as'he  thought  needful  ior  public  view,  not  be-» 
iM  wiiSngthk  his  book  ihould  be  volufninous. 

Ibi  his  ttft-  eatecbettcal  exercife,  concerning  Hallowing  the  name  of 
GoJf  he  was  exceedingly  enlarged;  but  he  niuft  himfclfgo  into  the 
kiagdom  ot  ^opy,  when  he  intended  to  have  difcourfed  on  that  peti« 
tioo»  Tin  Inngdom  com^. 

Ho  am  began  fome  meditations  on  the  joys  of  beaven  $  but  befofe- 
ke  had  an  opportimity  to  exprefs  what  had  been  in  his  heart,  the  Lord 
Jefns  fiud  unto  him,  •<  Enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  tby  Lord.^  And 
thna  doth  it  happen  many  tmes  to  (he  eminent  and  holy  ienrants  of 
iSod. 

Anothfr  ccmfideration,  recommending  wh^t  comes  herewith^  is» 
that  it  was  ;amoDgft  Mr.  Flavel's  laft  worka.  The  (ii^lm,  pn/^V)  laft 
ftyfaigs  of  wife  and  great  men  have  been  efteemed  oraculous ;  and  the 
Seripeure  pots  an  emphafis  on  tl)e  lafi  xvords  of  David^  the  fw^er  fing- 
er of  UraeU  2  Sam.  xxiii*  i.  Not  that  thofe  were  the  laft  words  that 
ever  David  fpakci  only  they  were  written  not  long  before  his  deatht 
when  he  was  come  near  heaven. 

Sb'was  what  b  now  put  into  the  reader's  hand,  written  by  Vir.  Fla* 
vel  not  long  before  his  tranflation  to  the  world  of  fotils,  where  thq 
ipirity  of  jfuft  men  are  made  perfect 

There  was  a  more  than  ordinary  prefence  of  God  with  him  to  his 
bft ;  and  in  his  laft  day,  not  the  htk/eFmon  that  he  [Hteached  (wlUch 
was  June  ait  1691 .)  he  did  more  than  once  furprize  his  hearers  with 
«n  intimation,  tlut  that  might  be  the  laft  time  he  ihould  fpeak  to 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  Aod  was  not  then  the  fccret  of  the 
Lord  with  him  I 

Dartmouth  will  know,  and  Devonflifae  win  know,  that  there  has 
heen  a  prophet  among  them. 

And  now  my  foul  bleeds  to  look  on  the  dear  flock  of  God^  which 
are  ns  ibeep  without  a  ftepherd.  The  Lord  Jefus,  the  great  Shep. 
herd  of  the  (keep,  have  compaifion  on  them,  and  give  them  a  Ihepi- 
herd  like  to  his  bkfled  fcrvant  Flavel,  who  did  for  many  years  feed 
them  with  knowledge,  and  with  underilandlng. 

Dartmoufh,  March  2iA     l 

J6p2.  5  INCREASE  MATHER, 
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AH  ■■ 

feXPOSItloN 

Otf  THE 

ASSEMBLY'S  SHORTER  CATECHlSKt    . 

^iifiion.l.     OfMoffsckie/SnJ. 
•IT  til  AT  is  the  chief  end  of  man  ? 

W    A.  Maris  <bufend  Is  to  glorify  God^  and  t9  fnfoj  Mm  fit  #ti0r. 

(^  X.  Sedng  a^  chief  fuppofeth  an  inferior  end  »  what  is  that  inr 
fcrior  end  for  which  man  was  made  ?   ^ 

A.  1ft  is  prudently,  foberlj,  and  merdftiltyy  to  govern^  ufei  and  4i£- 
fofe  of  other  creatures  in  the  earth,  fea,  and  air,  over  which  God  gave 
inan  the  dominion  j  G^n*  i.  l6.  Add  God  faid^  let  u»  matDe.min  in 
our  owa  image,  after  our  likenefi :  and  let  btm.hsVte  dominioaover 
tbe  fifli  of  the  fisa,^  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,>  and  over  the  cattle, 
aad  over  all  the  earth,  and  over  everf  creeping  thing  duit  cmepeth 
upon  (he  earth.  So  PfaU  viii.  6.  T^  madeft  htm  to  have  di>- 
miaion  over  the  works  of  thy  hands^  tb09  b?ft  pot  all  thiogs  undpr 
Wsfcct.  N         .      . 

Qj^  2.  What  then  is  to  be  thought  of  fbofe  men,  who  being  whol- 
ly intent  upon  inferior  things^  forget  atid  negle£t  their  principal  end*? 

A  They  are  dead  whilft  they  Uvc)  I  Tim.  v.  6.  But  &ft  that 
liveth  in  pleafure,  |s  dead  whilft  (he  liveth:  They  have  their  jgoftbn 
in  thia  ii&;  PfaL  xvii.  14.  From  men  of  the  worlds  which  have  thair 
portion  in  this  life,  and  their  end  iideftnifiion;  Phil.'  iii.  I9»  Wbofe 
end  is  deftru£bon* 

Q.  3.  How  can  man  glorify  Cod,  feeing  he  is  perfe£fly  glorious  in 
himfeif? 

A.  Man  cannot  glorify  God  by  adding  any  new  degrse  of  glpry  to 
hioii^Job  XXXV.  7.  If  thou  be  righteous,  what  giveft  thon  Um,  but 
by  manifefting  his  glory  wi£h  the  tips  ?  PlaL  1.  23.  Whdb  ofl^h 
praife,  glorifieth  me ;  or  with  the  life  \  Matth.  v.  i6«  Let  yoor  light 
io  Ibine  before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works,  and  glonfy 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven, 

0^4.  Wherein  confiils  the  enjoyment  of  Qod  ? 

A*  It  QonMs^firft^  in  the  facial  vifion  of  him  in  heaven.  Siconi^ 
/jfi  in  full  conformity  to  him;  i  John  iii.  2.  But  we  know,  that ' 
when  he  (hall  appear,  we  (hall  be  like  him,  for  we  fliall  ice  him  at  h« 
is.  Tbirdlj^  in  that  fufl  fatisfadtion  which  refulti  from  both  the 
former  t  VuL  xvii.  15.  I  (hall  be  fatisficd  when  I  awake  with  thy 
likenels. 
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Q.  5*  Can  none  enjoy  him  in  heaven^  who  do  not  glorify  hiin  on 

/       A.  No  aduk  pcribn  can  fcriptiirallj,  exptA  happneft  in  heaven 
'  without  hollnefs  on  earth;  Heb.  zii.  14.  Andholinefs,  without  which 
no  roan  (hall  fee  the  Lord.     Rofn.  viii.  30.    Whom  he  juftifiedj 
them  he  alfo  glorified. 

0^6.  How  comes  the  glory  and  enjoyment  of  (Sod  our  chief  end  ? 
jf.  He  is  our  maftcri  and  rightful  Owner  and  Benefa^ors  we  re- 
'   ceive  oiir  being  and  preferralion  from  hiffij  of  him^  and  through  him, 
and  therefore  to  him.be  all  things^  Rom.  xi.  36. 
Q^  7.  Do  all  men  make  God  their  chief  end? 
^  ^  ,,jl.  No,  they  do  not ;  fome  make  their  feisfbal  pleafure  thelp  ihief 
^*  rod.:  KC       19.    Whofe  Godis  thiir  belly :  and  fome  the  world, 
^   Ctoi.  lit.  5.    Mortify  therefore  yoor  members  which  are  upon  the 
earth,  and  covetoufneis,  which  is  idolatry. 
<X.  8.  What  are  the  ilgns  of  a  man's  making  himlelf  his  diief 

toaT 

Jt.  Thofe  make  themfelves  their  chief  end,  who  afcribe'the  g^ry 
of  what  thev  hayej  or  do^  to  themfelves,  and  not  to  Godj  Da&  tv.  30. 
^  !fhe  kinff  (pakej  and  faid,  Is  not  this  great  Bobyfen  whkh.I  have 
built  ^  lu.  X.  i8.  For  he  faith,  By  the  flrength  of  my  hand  haYe  I 
done  it ;  and  by  my  wifilom,  for  I  am  prudent ;  therefiore  they  fiunri* 
fice  to  their  own  net,  and  bur^  mcenfe  unto  their  drag,  Hab.  i.  16. 

Q.  9.  Whj  are  the  glorifying  and  CDJojing  of  God  put  together, 
t   9s  niakihg  up  our  chief  end  ? 

A.  Becaufe  no  man  can  glorify  God,  that  takes  him.  not  for  his 
66d;  and  none  takes  him  for  his  God,  that  takes  him  not  for  his  fu- 
pr^me  good  \  and  both  thefe  being  eflentially  induded  in  this  notion 
of  the  chief  end,  arc  therefore  jnftiy  put  together. 

Q^  10.  What  is  the  firft  truth  inferred  hence  ? 

A.  That  God  hath  dignified  man  above  all  othtr  creatures  oh  earth, 
in  giving  him  a  capacity  of  glorifying  God  here,  and  of  enjpying  him 
hereafter. 

Q^  1 1.  What  is  the  feicond  truth  inferred  hence  ? 

A*  That  the  foul  of  man  is  not  annihilated  by  death,  but  advanc** 
ed  by  it;  yiXX.  u  21.  To  die  is  gain.  V.  23.  Having  adefire  to  de- 
part, and  to  be  iHth  Chrift,  which  is  far  better. 

Q^  12.  What  is  the  third  troth  inferred  hence  ? 

A.  That  is  the  duty  and^wifdom  ot  every  Chriftian  to  renounce, 

s   deny ,^  and  forfake  all  inferior  ioterefts  and  enjoyments,  when  they 

come  in  competition  with  the  glory  of  God,  and  our  enjoyment  of 

Iiim:  Luke  xiv.  33.     So  fikewife  whofocver  he  be  of  you,  t&aft  for- 

faketh  not  all  that  he  hath,  he  cannot  be  my  difciple, 

Q.  ir  What  b  the  fourth  inference  hence?  * 

A^  That  we  are  to  abhor  aiid  renounce  all  thoie  doArines  and 
practices,  that  debafe  the  glory  of  God,  and  exalt  and  magnify  the 
cx^eacure. 
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Qieft.  2.  TXTHAT  rule  hat^  God  given  to  direft  us  how  «e  suy 
.  yV    gionfy.  aod  enjoy  him?*  ...  I 

A.  TZr  mri/  0/*  God^  wbici  is  eontaimd  in  ibt.  Scr^urn  (f^tbi  tf 
Old  and  Sfevr  T^ament^  is  tie  only  rtde  to  direS  us  how  utf  maf  ' 
glor^  and  enjoy  hlnu , 

Q^u  Hbv  can  the  fcriptures  be  called  the  vord  of  God|  fecim  ( 
the  things  contained  there  were  fpoken  and  written  bjftnen  /  > 

A»  They  are  truly  and  propd-ly  called  the  word  of  CrOd,  fae^jufe  ^ 
they  caine  not  bv  the  will  of  man  ^  but  holy  men  of  God  fpalLe  Hi  \ 
they  wexc  xhovecl  by  the  Holf  Ghoft,  a  Pet.  i.  21. 

Q^  2.  What  are  the  principal  arguments  to  perfuack  ui  thtt  ^iht 
fcriptures  are  of  Dnrme  authority  and  inspiration  ?  I 

J.  Three  things  efpedaliy  convince  us :  Br/l,  The  hioUnefs  of  the   | 
doffaine  Therein  contained.    Secondly,  The  awful  efficacy  thereof  o«  ' 
the  ibjil/   Thirdly,  The  uncontrouJable  miracles  by  which*  Ihey.M^   ' 
fealed;  put  it  beyond  all  rational  doubt  that  they  are  the  very  frordi 
of  God.  .,...* 

Q^.  What  is  the  holinefs  of  the  fcriptures  ?  and  hoir  doth.thllt 
prove  them  to  be  God's  word  ? 

A.  The  hoiiocfs  of  the  fcriptiures  doth  appeal*  in  two  th|i|g^; 
Firfiy  la  coaunandiog  and  encouraging  whatfoever  is  pure,  and  hoily^ 
PhiL  ir.  8.  Whatibever  things  are  pure.  Secondly f  In  forbidding  aU 
unholtndsy  under  pain  of  .damnation ;  2  Cor.  vt.  9.  Sun^w  ye  110I9 
that  the  unrighteous  (hall  not  inherit  die  kingdom  of  God,  t^V.  This 
fliens  that  they  came  not  from  Satan,  being  erofs  to  lus  deiign  i  nor 
from  man,  it  faebg  againft  his  corrupt  nature  i  and  therefore  frost  . 
God  only. 

0^4.  What  is  theii*  authority  and  efficacy  00  Che  £>^  I  fod  hOT  ^ 
doth  that  prove  them  divine  ? 

A.  Then-  authorityi  and  efficfacy  on  the  (but)  conilfts  in  three  things : 
Firfi,  In  the  power  ^ey  have  to  fearch  and  di^POTer  the  learets  ^f 
menji  Hefa.  iv.  la.  The  word  of  God  is  quick  and  powerful,  and 
fliarper  than  any  two-edged  fword«  piercing  even  to.thedividingafui^ 
der  of  fimt  and  (pint,  and  of  the  joints  and  marrow ;  and  is  a  diicern- 
er  of  the  thoughlia  and  intents  ^  (be  bearu  .  Secondly,  In  tbdr  con- 
vening, efficacy,  changing  and  renewing  the  ioul  i  Pfalm  u^-  7«  The 
hw  or  the  Lord  is  perfcd,  converting  the  fool.  Thirdly ^  In  their 
cheering  and  reftoring  efficacy,  ivben  th«  ibul  is  caft  dfwn  under  aqy 
iowvod  ot  outward  txwble ;.  P(al-  xu(.  8.  ,  The  ft^it^t^  ^f  the  Vord 
are  right,  refoicins;  the  heart.  No  human  power  can  do  fuch  things 
asthete ;  Joh$  xvii.  1 7.  San^Ufy  them  through  thy  truth.}  thy  word 
is  truth. 

(^  5*  How  do  miracles  confirm  it  ?, 

A^  Jfeeauie  all  proper  miracles  are .  i^rougbt  only  by  the  hand  of 
God :  John  iii.  2.     And  no  man  can  do  thefe  miracles  that  thou 
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doft,  except  God  be  with  Jiiia;  aod  To  ut  hkJkA  to  what(be?tf  h% 
aflUcs  thtokt  and  it  confifts  not  with  his  truth  and  holinds  to  iet  ic 

Qj^d.  What  was  the  end  of  writing  the  word  ? 

.  r  *^  ^^«  lliat  the-  chorch  to  the  end  of  the  world  itsight  have  a  iure^ 

^\  Ipiiowii,  (kanding'^rule,  to  tiy  and  judge  nil  things  b]r»  and  not  be 

kit  to  the  uncertainty  of  traditions;  John  v.  39.    Searchthe  icrip- 

'    jfcares^  for  in  thcfdi  ye  think  ye  have  etemaMife»*  and  they  are  ^xhcy 

which  teftify  of  me. 

'    ^7*  Doth  not  the  authority  of  the;  icriptdres  depend  on  the 

! /church,  fathersi  and  cQuncOsj     : 

h'     A^  No,  the  fcr^tures  are  not  built  00  the  authority  of  the  churchy 

'  tmc  the  chutch  on  them  %  Eph,  iL  20.' Ahd^are  built  on  the  founds- 

tibii  oFlhe  apoftles  and  prophets^  Jefos  Chrift  himfelf  bemg  the  chief 

,  tbmer^ftohe*     And  as  for  councils  and  faifhera^the  icriptnres  are  not 

\  to  he  tried  by  them  1  but  the?  by  the  fcriptnres ;  Ifa.  Tiii*  ao.  To  the 
law  and  to  the  teftimony  j  it  they  fpeak  not  according  to  this  vosxl, 
ft  !a1>ec««ire  AentJs  no  light  In  themii 

Q^B.  What  may  be  fairlr  inferred  from  thb  propofitiqUi  that  the 
ferlptures  ire-the  word  of  God  ?  * 

A.  Three  things  may  be  hence  Inferred.  Fbfi^  The  perfieAion  of 
^llie  jfcripcuret,  wbtch  being  the  only  rule  ^ven  by  God,  moil  there- 
^e  be  perfeft.  Secondly y  That  it  is  the  right  of  common  people  to 
j«ad  them  -,  John  v.  39.  Search  the  fcriptnres,  A£b  xs\u  i  x.  Thefe 
.  were  more  noble  than  thofe  of  Theflalonica,  in  that  they  recdved  the 
'word  with  all  readkiels  of  mind,  and  fearchcd  the  ia^urcs  daily^ 
'^whether  thofe  things  were  to.    TUrd^  That  we  owe  no  obedience 

.:  'to  the  injun£tionfr  of  men  £uthfr  than  they  are  fiiffidently  warranted 

*  \^  the  written  word ;  Matth.  xv.  9.  But  in  vain  do  they  worihip 
wtty  teachmg  iordofirines  the  commandments  of  men. 

Q/Takb^nd  Ohdiefwf. 

Qnefh  3.  WT'HA't  do  the  fcriptnres  principally  teach  ? 

W     A.  The  fcripturej  prin^ipaUy  Uatb  n»^  man  is  U 
Meve  c^ncetfihig  God^  andtuhat  duty  God  nquires  efmtm. 

f3L\.  Why  is  faith  conjoined  with  obedience,  and  pot  befoe  it  ? 
.^iBecaufe  fiiith  is  the  principle  from  whence  all  obedience  flows  ; 
*  and  DQ  man  can  perform  any  doty  aright  in  the  eftate  of  unbelief  i 
"Reb.  xL  6.  But  without  faith  it  is  impoi&ble  to  pleafe  him  j  lor  he 
that  cometh  to  God,  mufl  believe  that  he  is. 
'    Q.  t.  Can  there  be  no  faving  fiiith  where  the  fcriptnres  are  not 
known  and  preached  ? 

-^  A.^o\  foi^  the  apoflle  faith,  Rom.  X.  i4»  15*  How  then  fhaU 
they  call  on  him  in  whom  they  have  not  believed  ?  and  how  fhall 
they  beficve  in  him  of  whom  th^  have  net  heard  ?  and  la^m..  fhall 
they  hear  without  a  preacher  ?  and  how  fhall  they  preach  eaboqpt  thqr 
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be  fent  ?  _An4  ver.  17.    So  tben^  faith  cometh  by  heariQgi  vA  hear- 
ing by  tKe  word  of  God. 

0^3.  Are  not  we  bound  to  believe  what  learned  men  t^ach  u$»  as 
points  of  faith,  though  the  things  they  teach  be  not  contained  in  the  , 
word  of  God  ?  I 

A.  Mo;  if  the  things  they  teach  be  not  cqiitained  expreisly^  or  by  ^ 
neceflary  confequence  in  the  word  of  Go4»  ire  arc  Qoc  obliged  to  be-  • 
lieve  them  as  points  of  faith  \  Ifa.  viii.  20.     To  the  law,  and  to  tivs  * 
te(limony,  if  they  fpeak  not  according  to  this  voi^d,  it  is  becaufe  there  '^ 
is  no  light  in  them :  Gal.  i.  8.  Though  we^  or  an  angel  from  heiH 
?eni  preach  any  other  gofpel  unto  you  than  that  which  we  haye 
preached  onto  you,  let  him  be  accurfed.    And  Chrift  bath  chaijged 
us,  Matth.  xxiii.  10.    To  call  no  man  mafter,  for  one  b  your  maftoff 
even  Chrift. 

Q.  4.  Are  there  fome  things  in  fcripture  more  excellent  than  ' 
others  \  becaufe  it  b  faid,  the  £:riptures  principally  t^ach  matters  <)£  i 
filth  and  duty  ?  ,    ^ 

A.  Every  part  of  fcriptuw.  is  alike  purei  Prov.  zxx.  5.  Every  ' 
word  of  God  b  pure,  and  of  equal  authority^  but  not  of  equal  weigt^;   . 
as  feveral  pieces  of  gold  are  alike  pure^  and  of  the  iame  ftapipi  bu^  not 
of  equal  value. 

(^5.  What  may  be  inferred  hepce.  for  ufe  ? 

A»  Ftrft^  Hence  it  Is  our  duty  to  examine  what  we  hear,  by  the 
word  ^.  and  not  receive  any  dodrine  becaufe  men  confidently  affirm  • 
it)  hut  becaufe  the  fcriptures  require  it  \  AAs  xvii.  1 1.    Thefe  were 
more  noble  than  thole  of  Theflalonica,  in  that  they  received  the 
word  with  all  readinefs  of  mind,  and  fearched  the  fcriptures  dailv, 
whether  thefe  things  were  fo.     S^^ron J/5  That  the  Chriftian  religion  is  , 
not  notional,  but  practical  >  and  that  imprafUcal  fiuth  fayes  no  p^an^  ' . 
Jaones  11.  2o.  'Faith  without  works  i)  dead* 

God  is  a  Spirit, 

QS«ft;4-  XTT^IATisGod? 

W     -'•  ^^  ^  ^  spirit f  ir^ite,  eternal^  and  un^cmg/k^ 
ahU  in  bis  beings  w/dom,  potMr,  foolinets^jujlice^goodnejsj  and  truth. 

Q^  X.  Can  die  nature  of  God  be  de&ied,  (b  as  men  may  txgicA 
propcrly^and  Hriftly  what  God  b  i 

A,  Mo  ;  Job  xi.  7.  Canft  thou  by  fearching  find  out  God  ?  canft 
thou  find  out  the  Almighty  unto  peitsAioo  ? 

We  do  then  conceive  moft  rightly  qf  God,  when  we  acknowledge 
him  to  be  inconceivable;  and  therefore,  one  being  aiked  the  ques- 
tion, what  God  is?  anfwered  rightly ;  Kl  fally  knew  that,  I  ihould 
be  a  God  myfelf ;  for  God  only  knows  hb  own  cflcncc. 

Q;^  2.  How  many  ways  are  there  by  which  men  may  Juioar  aad 
defcribe  the  nature  of  God,  though  ftiil  with  imperfi^a  knowledge  ? 

if.  Tlicrc  are  two  wayi  of  knowing  God  in  diu  Ufe*    KrA^  By 
Vol,  VL  T 
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>ray  of  afiufmation ;  aflSrming  that  of  God  by  way  of  eminence,  which 
is  excellent  In  the  creature  ;  as  when  we  affirm  him  to  l)e  wHeV  £ood| 
merciful,  &c.  ' '  Secondly^  By  way  of  negation,  when  we  remove  from 
Q  God,  in  our  conceptions,  all  that  is  imperfe6>  in  the  creature ;  fo  we 
!  iay,  God  is  immenfe,  infinite,  immutable  ;  ^r.d  in  this  fenie  we  alfo 
calThlm  a  Spirit,  i.  c.hc  is  not  a  groft  corporeal  fubftance. 

Q.  3.  How  many  Ibrts  of  fpirits  are  there  ?  and  of  which  fort  is 
God? 

'^f.  There  be  two^  forts  of  fpirits,  created  and  finite,  as  angels  and 
,  the  fouls  of  men  ire.  Stcondfy^  Uncreated,  and  infinite  j  and  fuch  a 
:    Spirit  God  only  is,  infinitely  above  all  other  fpirits. 

0^4/  If  (God  be  a  Spirit,  in  what  fcnfe  arc  we  to  mideriland  all 
Siofe  fcriptures  which  Ipeak  of  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  the  cars  and 
hands  of  God  ? 

jf.  We  arc  to  underfiand  them  as  cxprcfliDns  of  God,  in  con- 
deicenfidn  to  the  weaknefs  of  our  underftanding  ;  even  as  the  glory 
of  heaven  is  exprefi[ed  to  us  in  fcripture  by  a  city,  and  the  royal  fcaft. 
Thefe  ihadows  are  ufeful  to  us  whilft  wc  arc  in  the  body  i  but  wc 
Ihall  know  him  in  heaven  after  a  more  perfeA  manner. 

Q.  5,^  "What  rfnay  be  inferred  from  the  (piritual  nature  of  God  ? 

^.  Hence  learn,  that  it  is  both  finful  and  dangerous  to  frame  an 
image  or  pijflure  oi  God.  Who  can  make  an  image  of  his  foul, 
which  yet  IS  not  fb  perfeA  a  fplrit  as  God  is  ?  And  as  it  b  finfiil 
to  Jittem^t  it,  fo  it  is  impofliblc  to  do  it  j  Deut.  iv.  15, .  16.  Take 
yt  therefore  good  heed  unto  yourfelves  ;  for  ye  faw  no  manner  of 
fimilitude  on  the  day  that  the  Lord  fpake  to  you  in  Horeb,  out  of 
themldft  of  the  fire;  left  ye  corrupt  yourfelves,  and  make  you  a 
graven  image,  thefimilitude  of  any  figure,  &c. 
•»     0^6.   what  elfe  may  be  inferred  from  thence  ? 

A*  That  our  fouls  are  the  mofl  noble  and  excellent  part  of  us, 
which  moft  refembles  God ;  and  therefore  our  chief  regaM  and  care 
fliould  be  for  them,  whatever  becomes  of  the  vile  body  \  Mafth.  xvi. 
a<f.  For  what  is  a  man  profited,  if  be  gain  the  whole  world,  and 
Iqfe  his  o#n  foul  ?  Or  what  Ihall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  foul  ? 

0^7,  What  further  truth  may  be  inferred  hence  ? 

jf  •  That  men  fhould  beware  of  fpiritual  fins,  as  well  as  of  grofs  and 
outward  fins;  for  there  is  a  faithfulnefs  of  the  fpirit,  as  well  as  of  the 
flefli  i  2  Cor.  vii.  i.  Let  us  cleanfk  ourf  elves  from  all  fihhinefs  of' 
flefh  and  fpirit ;  and  as  God  fees  them,  fo  he  greatly  abhors  them,  as  I 
fins  that  defile,  the  nobleft  part  of  man,  on  which  he  ftamped  hisowa 
image. 

C^8.  What  alfb  may  be  inferred  from  hence  i 

A.  Hence  vre  learn,  that  fpiritual  worfhip  is  mofl  agreeable  to 
his  nature  and  will ;  and  the  more  fpiritual  it  is,  the  more  acceptable 
it  will  be  to  him ;  John  iv.  24.  God  is  a  Spirit,  and  they  that  wor« 
ihip  him  mnSt  worfhip  him  in  fpirit  and  in  truth.  Externals  in  mx*\ 
iOup  iore  of  UtUc  regard  with  QoA  s  as  placcs|  habitS|  geftores,  &Ci    '' 
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Jlpplythts^ 
Fhrfi,  To  faperfiitious  men,  Ila.  Ixvi.  i,  2, 3. 
SeconMj^  To  children^  that  fay  a  prayer,  but  nrind  not  to  whom, 
oorwhatthey  %. 

Of  God's  Infinity. 

Chcft,  X.  "^TTHAT  is  the  fcnfc  and  meanmg  of  this  word,  [in- 
yV    finity?] 

if.  It  $g;nibes  that  which  hath  no  bounds  or  limits,  withiii  which 
it  is  contained,  as  all  created  things  are. 

(^2.  In  how  many  refpc£b  is  God  infinite  ? 

-z^.  God  is  infinite  or  boundlefs  in  three  rcfpeds. 

Firfi,  In  rcfpeft  of  the  perfeftion  of  his  nature  i  his  wifdom^pow- 
cr,  and  ho^inels,  exceed  all  meaiures  and  limits;  as  iSam.ii.  2.  There 
is  none  holy  as  the  Lord,  &c.  Secondly^  In  refpeAof  time:  and  place;  <' 
no  time  can  meafure  him ;  Ifa.  Ivii.  15.  Thus  faith  the  high  and  lof- 
ty One,  that  mhabiteth  eternity  $  i  Kings  viii.  27.  Behold  the  hea- 
ven of  heavens  cannot  contain  thee,  how  much  leis  this  houfe  which  I 
lave  built  ?  The  heaven  of  heavens  contains  all  created  things }  but 
not  the  Creator.  ThtrJly,  In  refpeft  ojP  his  Incompreheniiblenefs,  by 
the  underftanding  of  all  creatures  ;  Job  xi.  7.  Canft  thou  by  fearch- 
ing  find  but  God  ?  Canft  thtiu  find  out  the  Almighty  to  perfe£tit>n  ? 

Q^3»  If  God  be  thus  infinite,  and  no  underftanding  can  compro- 
bend  him,  Epw  then  is  it  faid  in  i  John  iii.  2.  We  fliall  fee  him  as 
hcis?  '         '' 

if.  The  meaning  is  not,  that  glorified  faints  fliall  comprehend  God 
in  their  underftanding^i  but  that  they  (hall  have  a  true  apprehenfive 
knowledge  of  God ;  and  that  we  fliall  fee  him  immediately,  and  not 
as  we  do  now  through  a  glafs  darkly. 

Q^  4.  What  is  the  firft  leflbn  to  be  leai^t  frotn  God's  infinity  ? 

-^.  That  thcrcA)!!?  men  fliould  tremble  to  fin  even  in  fecret ;  Pfal. ' 
^^^(xxix.  II.    If  I  fay,  furely  the  darknefs  fliall  cover  me>  even  the 
night  fliall  be  light  about  me. 

Q.  5.  What  fa  the  fecond  inftru£tion  fi*om  hence  ? 

A,  The  fecond  inftruftion  is,  That  there  is  an  mfinite  evil  in  fin, 
<)bje{liveiy  confidered,  as  it  is  committed  againft  an  infinite  God  j  and 
therefore  it  deftrves  eternal  punifliment ;  and  no  fatisfadlion  can  pot 
CMy  be  made  for  it,  hut  by  the  blood  of  Chrift  5  i  Pet.  i.  18.  For- 
afmuch  as  ye  know  that  we  are  not  redeemed  with  corruptible  thbgs, 
»  filver  and  gold ^but  with  the  precious  blood  of  Chrift. 

Q.  6.  What  is  the  third  inftruftion  from  God's  infinity  ? 
,  A*  The  third  inftru£lion  is,  thatthofe  who  are  reconciled  to  God 
^  Chrift,  need  not  fear  hfa  aplity  to  perform  any  mercy  Ibr  them  ; 
for  he  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that  we  can  aik  or 
think,  Eph.  iii.  2o,  And  thofc  that  arc  not  reconciled  are  in  a  very 
miicrable  condition,  having  infinite  power  fet  on  work  to  punifli 
^^\  2Thefl;  i.  9.  Who  fliall  be  puniflied  with  everlafting  d^^j^ 
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tru£kion  from  the  prefence  of  tlic  Lordi  and  from  the  glorjof  his 
power. 

Q:  ?•  Whit  is  the  fourth  inftrudion  from  God's  infinity  ? 

ji.  That  no  place  can  bar  the  acccfs  of  gracious  fouls  to  God  : 
They  are  as  near  him  in  a  dungeon^  as  when  at  liberty ;  and  that  he 
knows  their  thoughts  when  their  tongues  cannot  utter  them. 

lEternal.-] 

Queft.  !•  TTTHAT  is  it  to  be  eternal,  as  God  is  ? 

YY     j1.  The  eternity  of  God  is,^to  be  without,  b^iii^ 
ningy  and  without  end  ;  Pfal.  xc.  2.  From  ever^aAing  thou  art  God. 

Q1  2.  How  doth  God's  eternity  differ  from  the  eternity  of  angels, 
and  human  fouls? 

A,  It  differs  in  two  refpeAsj  Firfl^  In  this,  that  though  angels, 
and  the  ibuls  of  men  (hall  ha^e  no  end;  yet  they  had  a  beginning, 
which  God  had  not.  Secondly^  Our  eternity  is  by  gift  from  God,  or 
by  his  appointment  \  but  bis  eternity  is  necefiary,  and  from  his  own 
Mture* 

<X  3.  In  what  ienfe  is  the  covenant  called  the  everlaftmg  cove- 
nant? • 

jI.  The  covenant  is  called  an  everlafting  covensuat,  2  Sam.  xxiii. 
5.  becauie  the  mercies  of  it,  conveyed  to  believers,  as  pardon,  pcacQ 
and  ialvation,  are  mercies  that  (hall  have  no  end. 

(^4^  In  what  fenfe  is  the  gofpel  isvcrlafting  ? 

^.  The  gofpel  is  called  the  everlafting  gofpel.  Rev.  xiv.  6.  becauie 
the  effeAs  thereof,  upon  the  fouls  it  fandtifies,  will  abide  injihem 
for  ever. 

Q^  5.  In  \riiat  fenfe  is  the  redemption  of  Pirift  calkd  the  etenaal 
redemption  ? 

A.  The  redemption  of  Chrift  is  called  eternal  redemption  in  Heb. 
ix.  12.  becaufe  thofe  ix^bom  he  redeems  by  his  blood,  (ball  never 
more  come  into  condemnation  \  John  v.  24.  He  that  heareth  my 
word,  ^nd  believeth  on  him  that  fent  me,  bath  everlafting  bfe,  and 
fhali  not  come  into  condemnation,  but  i^  paf&d  from  death  unto  life. 

Ql^  6.  Why  is  the  laft  judgment  of  the  world  by  Chrift  called  eter- 
nal judg^ient  r 

A.  The  laft  judgment  is  called  eternal  judgment,  not  becaufe  God 
judged  men  from  eternity,  or  becaufe  the  day  of  judgment  fiiall  lafl 
to  eternity ;  but  becaufe  the  confequences  of  it  will  be  everlafting  joy 
or  mifery  to  the  fouls  of  men  j  therefore  it  is  called  etemtJ  Judgment  \ 
Heb.  vi,  2. 

<^  7.  What  may  wicked  men  learn  from  the  eternity  of  God  ? 

A*  Hence  wiclced  men  may  fee  their  own  mifery  in  the  perfection 
of  it ;  that  they  will  have  an  eternal  enemy  to  avcngjC  bjmfelf  upon 
them  for  ever,  in  the  world  to  come  \  2  Tbeff.  i.  9.  Who  ihall 
be  puniftied  with  everlafting  deftnifiiony  from  the  prefence  of  the 
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Q^  8.  What  may  good  men  learn  from  it  ?        ' 

A.  That  their  joy  and  happtricfs  will  be  pcrfeft  and  eAdleTs,  wl>0  % 
have  the  eternal  God  for  their  portion ;  Pfal.  xvi.  ii.     In  thy  pre*    * 
fence  is  falncfs  of  joy,  at  thy  right  hand  there  arc  pleafiires  for  ever- 
more. 
*  (^  9. .  What  may  all  men,  good  and  bad,  learn  from  h  ? 

A.  All  men  may  learn  three  things  from  the  eternity  of  God;  Firfi^    \ . 
That  their  life  is  a  thing^of  nought  compared  with  God  5  Pfal^iLXxix. 
5.  Sllne  age  is  as  nothing  before  thee.     Secondly^  That  fins,  or  dutiet^  0 
long  fincc  committed,  or  performed,    are  all  prefent  brforc  God.   j 
TkirSy^  That  God  can  never  want  opportunity  to  do  his  work,  and   ' 
carry  on  his  de^Tgns  in  thejvorld.     Ail  time  is  in  the  hand  of  the  e^ 
ternal  God  5  Rev.  xii.  12.     The  devrl  is  came  down  unto  yOu,  hav- 
ing great  wrath,  becaufe  he  knoweth  that  he  hath  bat  a  fliort  time. 

Of  God* J  Unchangeabkn^s. 
Qoeft.  I.  TTTHAT  fcriptures  plainly  aflert  this  attribute  ?  ^  _ 

YY         /yVExod.  iir.  14.  And  God  faid  unto  Mofes,  I 
AM  that  I  AM.     Dan.  s\.'  \6.  For  he  is  the  living  God,  and  fted-  ^ 
faft  forever  J  James  j.  1 7.  With  whom  is  no  variableucis,  neither  fliif* 
dow  of  turning. 

0^2.  Whence  doth  God's  immutability  flow  ? 

if.  The  imtnutabiUty  of  God  flows  from  the  perfedicn  of  Us  aai* 
ture,  to  whtcli  nothing  can  be  added,  and  from  which  nothing  can  be 
taken  away*  If  any  thing  could  be  added  to  make  him  better  than 
lie  is ;  or  if  any  thing  cpuld  be  taken  away^  to  make  him  lefs  good 
than  he  is,  then  he  were  not  the  chiefeA  good,  and,  confequently^ 
not  God, 

0^3-  By  what  other  argument  prove  you  his  immutability  ? 

A.  I  prove  it  from  the  eternity  of  God.     If  God  be  eternal,  be    ' 
muft  be  immutable:  for  if  he  change  by  additkm  of  fomething  to  him   1 
heliad  not  before,  then  there  is  fomething  in  God  which  he  had  not 
from  eternity :  And  if  he  change  by  diminution,  then  there  was  fome- 
thing  in  God  from  eternity,  which  now  is  not ;  but  from  everkfting 
to  everTaffing  he  Is  the  fame  God,  and  therefore  cbangeth  not. 

C|[^4.  But  It  Is  faid,  God  repentSj  and  Repentance  is  a  change {  ■ 
How  then  is  He  unchangeable,  and  yet  repents  ? 

A.  In  thefe  phrafcs  God  fpeafcs  to  us,  as  we  muft  fpeak  of|  and  td  '' 
him;  not'properlyi  but  after  the  manner  oi  men)  and  it  only  nates  t 
*  change  in  bk  qutward^^rovidcnce,  not  in  his  nature. 

0^5.  But  how  coujd  God  become  mat^j  and  yet  no  change  made 

on  him  ?*-*"" , 

A,  There  is  a  twofold  change  \  one.ailive,  made  by  God,  that  we 
allow :  He  made  a  change  upon  our  nature  by  uniting  it  to  Chrift  \ 
^t  a  paflive  change  made  upon  God,  we  deny.  The  natiure  of 
niau  was  made  more  excellent,   but  the  diving  nature  was  ftill  the 

lame. 
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Q^  6.  What  is  the  firft  inflm£tion  from  God>  iaimctability  ? 
f       ji.  That' tlK^e  tbat  are  moft.  uncban^^bk  in  holinefsj  arc  moft 
^  like  Gpi :  Let  biaiiuiat  is  holf  be  holy  ftill. . 
,  ]  Q^  7.  Whatis  the  Ceoond  infiruEtion  hence  ? 
'  A.  That  the  ^happincfi  of  God's  people  is  firm  and  fure,  being  ftill 
{    upon  the  word  of  an  unchangeable  God^  Mai.  Ui.^6.  For  I  am  the 
J   jLordj  I  change  not :  thcrcfiore  ye  fons  of  Jacob  are  not  confumcd, 
I    Hcb,vL  18. 

Q^  8  •  What  is  the  third  inftruAion  from  this  attribute  ? 
y  ,A.  That  the  hopes  bfall  wicked  men  are  vain,  being  built_jjpon  a 
^  }  prefamption^  that  God  will  not  deal  with  them  as  he  bath  threat- 
/  :  pned  he  wijido. 

Q^  9.  What  is  the  laft  inftruftipn  from  God's  immutability  ? 
/      A,  That  Chrinians  may  take  as  much  encouragement  now  from 
Ac  nature,  word,  and  providence  of  God,  as  the  faints  in  any  for- 
mer generation  did,  or  might  do  \    for  he  is  the  fame  now  he  was 
'    then,  ^ 

Of  CMTs^Wifdom.  kfsj^/fU 

Qoeft.'  I.  TTOW  manifold  is  the  wifdom  of  God ? 

JLX       ^*  '^cre  is  a  pcrfohal  and  eilential  wifdom of 

God'y  the  peribnal  wifdom  is.  the  Son  qf^God;  x.  Cor.  L  24.  Qtrift, 

the  power  of  God,  and  the  wifdom  of  God  ;  Col.  ii.  3.     In  whom 

are  hid  all  the  treafiires  of  wifdom  and  knowledge.    The  eflential 

wiAlom  of  God  is  the  eflence  of  God;  of  which  this  quellion  (peaks. 

'    0^1,  Whatistheeffentialwifdomof God. 
A.  The  e^ential  wifdom  of  God  is  bis  moft  exa£t  and  petfefi 

knowledge  of  himfelf  and  all  his  creatures,  and  his  ordering  and  diP> 

pofing  them  in  the  moft  convenient  manner,  to  the  glory  of  his  own 

Dame ;  £pb.  i.  1 1 .  According  to  the  purpofe  of  him  who  worketh 

all  things  after  the  counfrl  of  hb  owq  will. 

■   <^  3^  What  is  the  firft  property  of  God's  wifdom  I 
A,  The  firft  property  is,  he  is  only  wife;  Rom.  xvi.  37.  To  God, 

only  wife,  be  glory:    And  whatfoever  wifdom  is  in  angeisj  or  men,. 

is  all  derived  and  borrowed  from  God,  but  his  from  none ;  Ifa.  xl. 

I4t~  With  whom  took  he  counfel  i    and  who  infiruAed  him,  and 

taught  him  in  the  path  of  judgment,  and  taught  bim  knowledge,  and 

fliew«d  to  him  the  way  of  nnderftanding  i    • 
<^  4.  What  is  the  ftcond  property  ot  G6d*8  wifdom  i 
A.  The  (econd  property  is,  that  he  13  incomprehenfible  in  his  wif« 
^    dom ',  Rom.  xi.  33,  34.    O  the  depth  of  the  richefy  both  of  tfae  wif- 

dom  and  knowledge  of  God,  &c. 

0^5*  What  is  the  third  property  of  the  wifdom  of  God  i 

A.  The  third  property  is,  that  God  is  perfcftly  wife,  which  no 

creatures,  no,  not  the  very  ansels  in  heaven  are:  Job  iv.  ^i8«    And 

his  angels  he  chargetb  with  folly. 
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Q.  6.  What  b  the  moft  gbrious  and  eminent  difcDvery  of  the  wi£- 
doflfiofGodT  "  j 

4f.  The  moft  glorious  diiplay  of  the  wifdom  of  God,  was  14  the  v^ 
work  of  our  redemption  by  Jefus  Chrlft ;  Col.  ii.  '3.  In  whom  are  . 
bid  all  the  treafures  of  wrfdom  and  knowledge ;  i  Cor.  i.  34*  Chrift  ^ 
the  wifdom  of  God. 

Q^  7.  What  is  the  firft  jnftruAion  from  God's  wifdom  I        - 

A,  The  firli  inftru6lion  b,  that  God  b  a  fit  objeA  of  our  truftj  de«    i 
pendence]^and  refi^ation/i^I^^  xxx.  i8.  And  therefore  will  the  Lord  7^ 
wait,  that  he  may  be  gracious  unto  you ;  and  therefore  win  he  be  ex- 
altedj  that  he  may  have  mercy  upon  you  \  for  the  Lwd  b  a  God  ; 
of  judgment ;  bleiTed  are  all  they  that  wait  for  him. 

(^  8.  What  b  the  fecond  inftruAion  from  hence  ?  r 

A,  The  fecond  inftruAion  is,  that  it  is  a  dangerous  arrogancy  in  i 
die  crdntureTeither  to  preloribe  unto  God,  and  direA  hb  Maker  %  Job  . 
zxi.  22.  Shair  any  teach  God  knowledge,  feeing  he  judgeth  thafe 
that  are  high  ?  Or  to  quarrel  with  his  providences,  as  not  fo  fit  and 
convenient  as  they  (hould  be }  Job  xl.  2.  Shall  he  that  contendeth 
with  the  Almighty  infbiift  him  i  He  that  reproveth  Qod^  let  him 
anfwcr  it. 

Qj^  9,  What  b  the  third  inftruftion  from  it? 

A,  That  the  people  of  God  have  much  reafbn  to  qniet  and  encoii<p  y 
nge  themielves,  when  crafty  and  fubtle  enemies  furround  them  i  for  \ 
the  fbolKhneis  of  God  is  wifer  than  men,  i  Coc.  i.  25. 

Q/ 10.  What  b  the  fourth  inftruftion  from  God's  wifdom  ? 

A.  The  fourth  inftrufHon  is,  that  the  true  way  to  wifdom  is  to  be    j 
fenfibleof  bur  ownfonjTj  I  Cor.  iif.  t8.    If  any  man  among  yon  ' 
'eemeth  tol)e  wile  in  this  world,  let  him  become  a  fool,  that  he  may 
be  wife.    And  to  apply  ourfelves  by  prayer  to  God  the  foundation  of 
it.  Jam.  i.  5.  If  any  man  lack  wifdom,  let  him  afk  it  of  God. 

Qi  1 1.  What  is  the  laft  inftru6lion  from  God's  wifdom  ?    •  . 

A.  That  the  i)iudy  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  fcriptures,  b  to  be  preferred   \ 
to  allotEcr  ftudies  in  the  world  ;  Col.  ii.  3.     In  whom  are  hid  all  the    • 
treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge.     And  the -fcriptures  contain  all 
that  wifdom  which  b  for  our  falvation';  i  Cor.  11.  17.  But  we  fpeak 
the  wifdom  of  God  in  a  myftery,  even  the  hidden  wifdom  which  God 
ordained  before  the  world  unto  our  glory. 

Cf  QoJCt  Power  ^ 

Qpeft,  I.  TTTHAT  b  the  power  of  God  ? 

YY  ^  "^  efiential  property  of  his  nature,  wheirbf 
be  cm  do  all  things  that  he  pleafes  to  have  done  j  Jer.  xxxii.  17. 
^  Lord^  God/ behold,  thou  haft  made  the  heavens  and  the  earth  by 
%  great  power  andftretched-out  arip ;  and  there  is  nothing  too 
•»^  for  thee. 

Q:  a.  What  evidences  have  we  before  our  eyes  of  the  almighty 
POwerofGod? 
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I        d.  h  apfms  in  the  creation  of  the  world  ;.Rom.  i.  2t>.    For  the 
y   invifible  things  of  him,  from  the  creation  of  the  world,  arc  dearly 
fccfif  briog  uxiderflood  by  the  things  that  are  made,  even  his  eternal 
f  pQwreraxK)  Godhead      And  its  ruftehtatiofl ;  Heb.  i.  3.  Who  up- 
^  Mdeth  all  things  by  the  win-d  of  his  power. 
Q.  3.  Did  God's  power  ever  aft  its  utmofl  ? 
('     ^.  No  $  he  can  ao  more  than  ever  be  did,  or  ever  will  dp  ;  Matth. 
SLp*'  God  16  able  of  thefe  ftones  to  raife  up  children  unto  Abraham, 
•Matth. xxtL  53. 

Q.  4«  Arc  there  not  (bmc  things  which  God  cannot  do  ? 
, ;       ^.  Yes,  ^ere  are ;  but  they  arc  fudb  things  as  are  inconfiftent  with 
his  trufh  and  hoTiiiefs;  Tit.  i.  2.——^ which  God,  that.caoiioC  lie  ; 
2  Tim.  ii.  13.  He  cannot  deny  htmfclf. 
'    Qi  5-  What  is  the  firft  thmg  itrferred  from  God's  power? 
ji.  That  all  the  creatures  nccci&ryy  depend  on  liim  for  what  aW- 
^   lilty  th^  have>  and  without  the  permiffion  of  the  fypreme  power 
:    tfaey  can  do  us  no  hurt ;  John  xix.  1 1.  Thou  conldefl  ha^e  no  pow«* 
et  agaiflift  me,  except  it  were  given  thee  from  above. 
.    Qi  <5.  What  is  tbc  fecond  infin-encc  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  the  difficulties  which  lie  in  the  way  of  the  promHes  need 
"]!  be  no  ftumblirig-blocks  to  our  fefth  %  Rom.  iv.'  20,  21.  He  ftaggcrcd 
not  at  the  promifcs  through  unbelief,  being  fully  perfuaddd,  that  what 
he  bad  promifed  he  was  able  aUii  to  perform. 

Qi  7.  Whaf  is  the  third  inference  from  this  attribute? 

A*  The  ftints  need  not  to  be  feared  at  the  greatncfs  of  their  lufl^r- 

Zj  their  God  can  carry  them  through;  Dan.  iii.  17.  Our  God, 
m  we  ferrcy  is  able  to  deliver  us  from  the  buroiag  fiery  furnace. 
Q^  S.  What  is  tfie  fourth  inference  ; 
'  ■  jf.  That"*the  falvation  of  God's  people  is  certain,  whatever  their 
.  dangers  be,  being  kept  by  this  mighty  power ;  i  Pet.  i.  j.  Who  arc 
kept  by  the  power  of  God  through  fiiith  untofahation. 
*Q^9.  What  is  the  laft  inference  hence  / 
•         ji.  That  the  fbte  of  the  damned  is  inconceivabty  mii^rab)c4.their 
/  punifliment  proceeding  from  the  glory  of  the  Almighty ;  a  TheflT.  i. 
2.  Who  fball  be  puniSied  with  everlafting  deftruftio&y  from  the  pre* 
4eiicc  of  the  Lordi  and  the  glory  of  his  power. 

OfGocTsHorwefs. 

Qneft.  I.  T  TOW  maftifold  is  the  holinefs  of  God  ? 

j[j[_  A.  The  hoKncfs  of  God  is  twofbU ;  coaiinBiiic»- 
Ue,  or  incommutilcable ;  of  his  communicable,  hotinefs  the  appftle 
iptaks,  Heb.  xiL  10.  But  he,  for  oor  profit,  that  we  might  be  par- 
takers of  his  hoFihels.  Of  his  incOmmunkable  holineis  that  fcrip- 
^ture  Ipeaks,  i  8am.  ii.  a.    There  is  none  holy  as  the  Lord. 

0^2.  What  is  the  eflential  and  incommunicable  holiiie&  of  God  i 
^.  it  is  the  infinite  purity  of  his  nature,  whereby  he  delights  .in  his 
own  holinefi>  and  the  refcmblance  of  it  in  his  creatures,  and  hates  ail 
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nwdrityj  Hab.  i.  13,  Thou  art  of  purer  efet  than  to  behold  evily 

aod  can^DOt  look  on  iniquity. 

Q;  3.  Whit  is  thfc  firft  property  of  God's  holineis  ?     .  , . 

4.  He  is  cflentially  holy :  Holineis  is  not  a  feparable  ouality  in 
God,  as  it  is  in  angels  and  men}  but  bis  being  and  hit  holineu  are.one  ' 
thing.  '  '' 

Q.  4.  Whslt  is  the  fecond  property  of  God's  holinefi  ?  f 

A.  God  is  eSentially  holyi  the  author  and  fountain  of  all  commii-  1 
nicatedhoEnefs  \  Ijcv.  xx.  8«  I  am  the  Lord  which  fan^fieth  you.    ' 

Q^  5 .  What  b  the  third  prooerty  ? 

if.  TbamTeBoTIriefsorGoa  is  the  perfeA  rule  and  pattern  of  ho-  ] 
linds  to  air  creatures }  i  Pet.  i.  id.  Be  ye  holy^  for  I  am  holy. 

Q.  6.  What  is  the  flfft  inftruilion  ? 

if*  That  the  hoUeft  of  men  have  caofe  to  be  aihamed  and  hum-  ' " 
t^ed  when  the^come  before  God  \  Ifa^  vi.  3,  5.     And  one  cried  un*  j 
to  another^  laying,  Holy»  holy»  holy  is  the  Lord  of  hofts,  the  whole 
earth  is  full  of  his  glotj.    Then  faid  I»  .Woe  is  me,  for  I  am  undone^ 
becsiufe  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips^  tstc. 

Q.  7.  What  is  the  fecond  inftru£tion  of  God's  holinefs  ?  •    A  / 

A.  That  there  Is  no  coming  near  to  God  without  a  Mediator!  for      \ 
our  God^a  conriifiwgJScP* 

Q^  8.  What  b  the  third  ]nftru£tionfi-om  Qod^s  holineis  ?  '     . 

A.  That  holine|s  is  indifpenfibljf  neceflaryj  to  all  thofe  which  (hall 
dvcH  with  hun  in  heaven }  Heb.  xii.  14.  And  holinefij  without 
whkhlKi  man  (hall  fee  the  Lmrd. 

(^  9*  What  b  the  foorth  in(bru^on  from  hence  ?  ^ 

if  That  the  gofpel  b  of  ioeftimabie  value,  as  it  is  the  inftroment  ; 
of  Gonveyiiigjhe  holineis  of  God  to  us^  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  But  we  all 
with  open  face,  beholding  as  it  were  in  a  glais  the  glory  of  the  Lord^ 
are  changed  into  the  fame  image*  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord:  John  xviL  17.  SanAify  them  through  thy  truths 
thy  word  is  truth. 

Q^  10.  What  is  the  laft  inftruftion  from  God's  bolinefs  ? 

A.  That  all  TEedelpifers  of,  and  fcoflTers  at,  holinefs,  are  defptfers 
of  God;  for  hoirnefs  is  the  very  nature  of  God;  and  in  the  creature  ; 
it  is  hb  reprelented  imagie* 

Of  God's  JuJUce. 

9«efl-  I.  T  T  THAT  b  the  juftlce  of  God  ? 

Vy         vf .  the  jufticc  of  God  b  the  perfeft  reffitudc 
^  eqgity  of  his  nature;  wl|ereby  he  b  Juft  in  bimfelf,  and  in  all  hb 
ways  towards  the  creatures^  Deut.  xxxli.  4.    He  b  tberocl^  his 
vorVtt  perfe^ ;  for  all  hb  ways  are  judgment :  a  God  of  troth,  and 
without  taiqaity :  juft  and  right  is  be. 
Q;^  a.  What  IS  the  firfl  property  of  God's  jufiicc  ? 
ifTThat  It  intinitely  excels  all  human  juftice  in  the  perfc£Hon  of  - 
Vol.  YL  U  •    ' 
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cr  k.    iTocretecffe^an  eooiptre  Mi j^ftlflp  ^h  God|  Jobfau  2i  Hov 
Aall  man  be  juft  with  God? 
,    » 9;,  3.  Whtt  1$  th*  fecend  property  of  God'?  jiifticc  ? 

i       ijf.  That  tie  is  univeifally  rishtooos  in  all  his  admin(tratiopi.iiiihe 

i  worUI;  Pill.  cxhr.  17.    The  Lord  is  righteOHs  in  all  his  wajt^  and 
holy  in  all  his  works. 
Q;^  4*  What  was  the  greatefl:  demonQration  bf  the  judice  a[  Cod, 

'  thkt  ever  was  given  to  the  world  ? 

'^^    ^jf  The  greateft  cridcoecthat  ever  was  given  of  the  juftioeof  Gad| 

,  was  in  his  exading  fall  fatisfa^Hon  fer  imc  nn&  of Chriftv&otn.  iii.  251 
26,  Whom  6od  hath  fet  fcrthi  to  be  a  propitiation  dirongh  &ith 
in  his  bloodj  to  declare  his  righteoofnefsfbr  the  remiflon  of  fiis  that 
are  pa(l|  through  the  forbearance  of  God.  To  declare,  I  fay^  at  this 
Ihne,  his  righteoulbeft,  Oiat  he  might  be  joft»  and  the  )uftlfi<^r  of  him 
^idi  believeth  in  Jefhs,  Rotn.  iriti.  3  a.  He  fpared  not  bis  ownlbn^ 
bat  delivered  hlin  ttp  for  us  all. 

<^  J.  What  is  the  fccond  difcovejry  of  God>  jufticc  ?   . 

!        jf»  The  fecond  diicovery  of  the  jilftice  of  God,  is  in  the  eternal 

Snifliment  of  fin  in  hell,  upon  all  that  do  not  repent,  and  come  to 
irtft  by  finth,  ita  this  world;  Rom.  li.  5.    Bii^  after  thy  hanfeds 
and  impenitent  hearty  treafureft  up  unto^yfelf  wrath  againft  the  day 
/   of  wrath,  and  revelation  of  the  ri^teous  judgment  of  God. 
.       <^  6.  Whsit  is  tfhe  third  evidence  of  God^s  juftice  ? 

if.  The  tbirdf  evidence  of  the  jufticc  of  God,  b  in  makitog  good  alt 
the  mercies  he  hath  promifed  to  believers,  exaftly  to  a  tittle ;  i  John 
i.  9.  If  we  coniefs  our  6ns,  he  is  faithful  and  jvft  to  Ibrgive  us  oar 
J!m,  and  tocfeanfe  us  firtai  all  unrlghteoufnofs,  2  Tim.  iv.  8.  Hence- 
ibrth  there  is  laid  tip  lb*  me  a  croWn  of  righteo^M^,  mhidk  the  Lord, 
4te  righteous  Judge,  will  give  me  at  that  ^ay. 

-Q^  7.  What  is  the  :firft  inference  from  CSod's  jafttce? 

^That  finners  have  no  cauie  to  complain  of  God^s  judgments^ 
tfamigh  they  be  never  fo  terrible  or  durable ;  Rom.  ii.  5.  But  after 
thy  hardnds,  and  impenitent  heart,  treafureft  up  unto  chyfelf  wrath 
againft  the  day  of  wrath,  and  revefattion  of  the  righteous  judgment  of 
God. 
,"     Q.  8.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  from  God^s  jufttce? 

jf.  That  without  doubt  there  is  a  judganent  to  come  in  the  next  life» 
otherwife  God  would  not  have  the  glorf  of  his  juftice;  Ecclef.  iii.  16, 
17.  I  faw  under  the  fun  the  place  of  judgment,  that  wkkcdnefs  was 
^ere;  and  the  place  of  righteoofnefs,  that  iniquity  was  there;  I  faid 
in  mine  heart,  God  fliall  judge  the  rij^teous,  and'the  wicked. 

O*  9*  What  is  the  third  infierence  finom  God^Si  jufKce  i 

A.  That  penitent  and  believing  finners  need  not  doubt  of  At  ftnv 
nvenels  of  their  fins;  i  John  i.  9.  If  we  confefii  our  fins  he  Sa  futh* 
fill  and  juft  to  fbrgive  us  our  fins,  and  tocleaiifeii9fironailiilu:ight&- 
Oufnefs. 

(^  ID. ,  What  is  the  bft  inference  fifom  \ii 
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A.  The  lift  inferfnce  !s^  that  oeekiie^  M<1  p^^ienoe  odiBi!  afiio  t 
tions^  iscTifr  tthqueftlonabie  dut; ;  and  inuraMlripg.ipi|lft  God,  is  ^  > 
g^t  fin  and  evil',  Lam;  tii.  39.    Whereibrc  doth  a  livUig  man  com* 
plaioj  a  man  for  the  jmniflimeot  of  hi*  fioi  ? 

Of  OhPx  Gfoinefs. 

Qacft.  u  ^TTHAT  U  the  ^Qodnds  of  Qod[.? 

VV  -^.  n  Ts  an  c^atial  ^nppcrtr  of  |iis  nature^ 
viicrebj  he  is  aUblutely  and,pcrfe£Ujr  good  in  bia|!fif|  and  the  fqun* 
tun  of  an  communicate?  goodiieis  to  me  creature^  Pfal*  cxix.  69# 
Thou  art  good,^  and  iQ&  good,  teach  mc  thy  ftatutes. 

Q.  a.  How  doth  the  goodneis  t>f  God  SSkr  from  the  mercjr  pf  .^ 
God? 

if.  It  dtS^n  in  its  objeAs }  for  mifery  b  the  obje^  of  mercy )  but 
goodneis  extends  to  the  creatures  that  are  hapjiy,  as  well  as  miier^ble^  - 
as  the  angels ;  Pfal.  cxiv;  9.  The  Lord  is  good  to  all,  and  hi$  tender 
laeicies  are  oyer  all  his  works. 
Q.  1.  what  is  the  firft  prcqperty  of  God's  gaodnefs  ? 
A.  That  all  bis  other  attributes  flow  out  of  it  as  Kh^\f  Cwot^ip :   \ 
the  other  a£ls  of  God  are  but  the  effluxes  of  his  coodqefs;  Exod.  ' 
xxxiu.  19.  And  he  (aid,  I  will  make  all  my  goodnete  pafs  before  thee,  ' 
and  I  will  proclaim  the  name  of  the  Lord  before  thee>  and  I  will  be 
gracious  to  whom  I  will  be  gracious^  and  will  ihew  inercy  qn^  whom 
I  will  fliew  mercy.  Exod.  xxxiv.  6.  And  the  L^ni  pafled  by  before 
biffli  and  proclaimed.  The  Lotd»  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gran 
doos,  long-(ufiering»  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and  truth. 
Q^  4«  What  is  the  fecqnd^  nnq^erty  of  the  divine  goodnefs  I 
A.  That  it  U  fupreme  and  f^rlcQ.  in  idelf(  To  as  the  gmdoeis  of  no  ; 
creatim  is,  or  can  be  ^  Luke  xyiii.  19.  None  is^i^  lave  one,  aM  V*^^ 
that is^ God:  And  c(mfe%tfiitlj^lx>ve  all  additions  firpm  the  crc9^ 
ture }  PfaL  xvi.  2/  O  my  foul,  thou  baft  faul  unto  the  hard,  JAf 
goodnefs  extendeth  not  unto  thee. 
^  5.  What  is  the  third  propeitj  of  God's  goodneis  i 
A.  Tbat  it  is  communicative  with  pleafure  and  delight  to  the  crea- 
ture: no  mother  draws  our  her  breafi  to  an  hungry  child  with  more 
pleafure  than  God  doth  his  goodneis  to  the  iaintsi  PfaL  cxlv.  9 
TheLofdisgood  to  all,  and  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  wor)^ 
Q^  6.  In  what  a£b  hath  God  manifeUed  his  goodneis  ? 
A.  He  hath  manifefted  it  in  the  creation  and  government  of  the 
worljl|>  Pial.  civ.  24.    O  Lord,  how  manilbld  are  thy  works  I  in  wif- 
<Wi  haft  thou  made  them  all. 

Qt  7.  What  was  the  principal  work  in  which  God  hath  manifeft* 
ed  hisjModnds  to  men  ? 

A*  The  principal  ipanifsftptiQii  pf  God's  gopcjbAefis  was  in  the  work  . 
«f  redefoppffi  by  Chriit  \  i^ocQ.  v.  8.  God  oommendcd  his  love  to* 
*vds  tts^  in  that  while  we  were  yet  fioners^  Chrift  died  for  ua. 
ij^bniv.  9.  In  this  was  manifefted  the  love  of  God  towards  vfibor 
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caufe  that  God  fent  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world,  that  we 
might  live  through  him. 

Q.  8.  But  are  not  the  jud^ents  of  God  on  the  wick^d^and  Ins 
afflidions  on  the  faintSj  impeachments  of  his  goodnefs. 

'-^Noj"  it  is  the  property  of  goodnefs  to  hate  andpaniOi  Cvi!  in 
the  impenitent  J  £xod,xxxiv.  7.  Keeping  mercy  for  thoufands,  fcnr- 
giving  ihiquityi  and  tran(greffion,  and  fin>  and  that  wilt  by  no  meant 
clear  the  guilty,  &c.  And  the  afflidllon  of  the  faints  flow  from  his 
goodnefs,  and  end  in  their  true  and  eternal  good  ;  Hcb.  xli.  6«  For 
whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chaftcneth,  and  fcourgeth  every  fon  whom 
he  receiveth,  Pfal  cxix.  71.  It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  affift- 
edy  that  I  nught  learn  thy  ftatutes. 

Q^  9.  What  may  we  infer  from  the  goodnefs  of  God  ? 

A.  The*  firft  thing  is,  that  fin  hath  made  our  natures  bafe  and  dif^ 
mgenuoiis/m  that  we  take  no  notice  of  his  goodness  \  Ifa.  i.  3.  The 
oxknoweth  his  owner^  and  the  afs  his  maflcr's  crib  j  but  Ifrael  doth 
not  know,  my  people  doth  not  confider ,  and  anfwer  not  the  deiign 
of  it)  Rom.  ii<  4.  Not  kqowing  that  the  goodnefs  of  God  leadeth 
thee  to  repentance. 

Q.  10.  What  IS  the  fecond  inference  from  the  goodncfi  of  God  ? 
'  A.  That  therefore  God  is  the  fittcft  objeftof  our  delight  and  k>vc, 
and  of  our  truft  and  confidence.  ( 1 .)  Of  our  delight  and  love;  Pial. 
cxvL  I .  '\  love  the  Lord,  becaufe  he  hath  heard  my  voice,  and  my 
fiipplications.  (2.)  Qf  our  truft  and  confidence  ;  Pfal.  xxxiv.  8.  O 
tafteand  fee  that  the  Lord  is  good ;  blefled  is  the  man  that  trufteth 
in.him. 

(y^i  I.  What  is  the  third  inference  from  God's  goodnefs  ? 

u^That  Chrlftians  fliould  imitate  God  in  his  goodneis,  in  love  to 
cur  enemies  j  Matth.  v.  44,  45.  But  I  fay  unto  you,  love  your  cnc« 
xnies,  blefs  them  that  curfe  you,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  pray 
for  them  which  defpitefixlly  uib  them,  and  perfecute  you,  that  ye  may* 
be  the  children  of  your  Tather  which  is  in  heaven. 

<X^  12.  What  is  the  laft  inference  from  God*s  goodnefi  ? 

i?"That  Chriftians  have  great  encouragement  to  go  to  God  for 
pardon  ii|  cafe  of  fin ;  !Pfal.  cxxx.  4*  But  there  is  forgivenefi  with 
thee,  that  thou  mayeft  be  feared  ;  and  for  refuge  in  dangers.  The 
Lord  b  good,  a  ftrong  hold  in  the  day  of  trouble  \  he  knoweth  then% 
that  truijf  in  him«  Nahum  i.  7, 

Of  GodFj  TrtOh. 

Qucft.  I.  TTTHAT  is  the  truth  of  God  ? 

Yy  A.  It  is  an  eflcntial property  of  hi^ nature,  where* 
by  he  is  perfedly  faithful  in  himfelf,  and  in  all  that-he  hath  i|>okeis  \ 
Deut.  xxxii*  4.  He  is  the  rock,  his  work  is  perfeA,  for  all  his  ways 
are  judgment ;  a  God  of  truth,  and  without  iniquity,  juft  and  rigtit  is 
he,  Pfal.cxix.  142.  Thy  righteoufnefs  is  an  evexiaftiog  righteoufiieis, 
and  thy  I9W  is  the  crutb« 
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Q;^2,  What  is  the  firft  property  of  Divine  truth  ? 

A,  The  firtt  property  of  it  is,  That  it  is  cffcntial  and  neceflaty  to  I 
God :  He  canupt  lie,  Titus  L  2^  I 

0^3-  What  is  the  fccond  property  of  it  ? 

A^  The  fecond  property  isi  That  it  is*^evcrlaftingt  and  aUdij](g^cr  '^ 
ali  generations,  Pfal.  c.  5.  For  th^  Lord  is  good,  his  mercy  is  ever*  ) 
lading,  and  his  truth  endureth  to  all  generations.  Ila.  xxv.  i,  O 
0  Lord,  thou  art  my  God,  I  will  exalt  thee-*v-*-tby  couniels  of  old 
are  f^tfafulDefi  and  truth. 

0^4*  What  is  the  third  property  of  Divine  truth?  :" 

A.  The  tliird  property  is,  that  he  is  univerfally  true  ip  ;aU  his.words  > 
and  works  1  ~  "[i-jTu  all  his  words ;  John  xvii.  17.  Thy  word  is  truth. 
(^.)In  all  his  works  I  Pfal.  xxv.  10.  All  the  paths  of  the  Lord  arc 
mercy  and  truth,  unto  fuch  as  keep  his  covenant. 

0^5*  What  is  the  firft  leflbn  from  God's  truth  to  be  learnt  ? 

A,  That  truth  and  (Incerlty  of  heart  is  that  which  is  mod  fuitahid 
and  pleafing  to  God ;  Pfal.  li.  6.  Behold  thou  defireft  truth  in  the  j 
inwfflxl  parts. 

0^6.  What  is  the  fecond  leffon  from  God's  truth  ? 

A.  That  ^vhatever  God  bath  foretojd  (hall  aiTaredlycoine  topa(% 
vbA  be  ful£lied  in  his  time  ^  Jo(h.  xxiiL  14.  Not  one  thing  hath  £dl- 
ed  of  all  the  good  things  which  the  Lord  our  God  fpake  concerniz^ 
70U  i  all  are  come  to  pais  unto  yoq,  and  not  one  thing  hath  fidled 
thereof. 

(^7.  What  is  the  third  leflbn  from  the  truth  of  God  ? 

A,  That  a  promife  from  God  is  full  fecurity  to  the  faith  of  his  peo« 
pie,  and  they  may  look  upon  it  as  good  as  a  mercy  in  hanc^ ;  Heb^  x. 
23.  for  he  IS  futhful  that  promifeX 

Qi^8.  What  is  the  fourth  leflbn  from  God's  truth  ? 

That  whatever  God  hath  threatened  in  his  word  againft  finners 
ftall  fuirely  comc  upop  them,  except  they  repent;  Zec&  i.  6.  But  my  ' 
word,  and  my  Aatutes,  which  I  commanded  my  fcrvants  the  prophets,  , 
^id  they  not  take  hold  of  your  fathers?  and  they  returned  and  faid, 
^  as  the  Lord. of  hpfts  thought  to  do  unto  us,  according  to  our 
^s,  and  according  to  our  doings,  fo  hath  he  dejilt  with  us.  £zek. 
^  27,  28.  The  word  which  I  have  fpoken  (hall  be  done,  faith  the 
LordQod. 

<^  What  IS  the  fifth  leflbn  from  God's  truth  j 

^.  That  faifehood  in  words  and  aAions  is  contrary  to  God's  nature^ 
and  abhorred  by  him  5  John  viii.  44.  Yc  are  of  your  father  the  de^il, 
Jftd  the  lufts  of  your  father  ye  will  do  i  he  was  a  myr^er^r  from  the  ' 
^giQaing,and  abode  not  in  the  truth,  becaufe  there  is, ho  truth. ia 
^imj  when  befpeaketh  a  lie,  he  fpeaketh  of  his  own  i  for  he  is  a 
«%ind  the  father  of  it- 

Q:  10.  What  is  the  laft  leflbn  from  God's  truth  ? 

^  The  day  of  judgment  wiU  rightly  and  juflly  ftate  every  man*$ 
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cmdition^  Rom  iL  %.  Bot  we  am  faff  that  the  jadgitcnt  of  God  is 
according  to  truth  agaiaft  them  vhich  commk  foch  things* 

Qu^ft.  5.      A   R£  there  more  Gods  than  one  ? 
'  jtx.  •'•  ^^f  i^  ^^  one  $niy,  the  livmg  and  true  God* 

Q^  I .  How  doth  it  appear  that  there  is  hot  one  God  i 

W«  It  is  evident  irom  UTipture  there  is  bat  one  God }  Deut.  vL  4. 
^     Hear,  O  lirael,  the  Lord  our  God  is  one  Lord.  Jer.  z.  10.  hut  the 
Lord  is  the  true  God ;  he  is  the  living  God,  and  an  everbfimg  King : 
tud  as  fcripture  reveals  no  more,  fo  reafon  will  allow  no  more. 
f      Q;^^  •  Why  will  reafon  allow  no  ffuytt  but  oq^  God« 

A.  BeesHiIe^od  is  the  firft  being  (  Rev,  i.  1 1.  SsHfing,  I  am  Al- 
^  phaand  Omega,  the  JSrft  and  the  laft  %  and  there  can  be  but  one  firft 
beingft  and  God  is  the  moft  per£e£k  and  excellent  beii^ }  PfaJ.  kxi. 
19.  Thy  righteouinefs,  alfo,  O  God,  is  very  high,  who  hath  done 
^reat  thmgs :  O  God,  who  is  like  unto  thee/  And  there  can  be  bu^ 
one  moft  perfect  and  excellent  being. 

(^3.  But  doth  not  the  fcriptures  fay,  in  1  Cor*  Ttii.  5.  that  there 
;   are  gods  many,  and  lords  many  ? 

A*  'Tes  \  there  are  many  in  title,  and  many  in  opinionj  but  tne 
^y  in  truth  \  Jer.  x.  lo.  But  the  Lord  is  the  true  God,  he  is  the 
firing  God,  and  an  everlafting  King» 

Q.  4.  Why  is  he  called  the  true  God? 

A.  To  diftiDguOlh  him  from  the  idols  and  faUe  gods  of  the  hea- 
thens)  I  TheC  i.  9.  How  ye  turned  to  God  from  idols,  to  ferve  the 
living  and  true  God.  A£b  xiv.  15.  We  preach  unto  you,  that  ye 
fliould  turn  from  thefe  vanities  unto  the  living  God,  which  Oi?A% 
heaven  and  earth,  and  the  fea,  and  alijthincs  that  are  thcrdu* 

Q^  5.  Why  is  he  called  the  living  God  ? 

A*  Becaufe  all  life,  natural,  fpiritual,  and  eternal,  is  in  him,  and 
from  him  only.  Firfi^  Natural  life  %  A£b  xvii.  28.  Foir  ip  him  we 
live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being.  5<4Vffi/^,  Spiritualli&^Efrfi*  ii-  <« 
You  hath  he  quickened,  who  were  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fias  Thirdfy% 
Eternal  life  in  glory ;  Col.  iit.  4.  W  iien  Chrift,  who  is  olir  life,  ih^ 
appear,  then  (hall  ye  alfo  appear  with  him  in  gloqr* 

Q^  6    What  is  the  firft  inftruftion  from  hence? 

A-  If  but  one  God,  then  all  his  children  ihoold  be  of  00c  heart, 
having  one  and  the  fame  Father  j  iiiph.  tvi  5,6.  One  Lord,  one 
£uth,  one  baptifm,  one  God  and  Father  of  all,  who  is  is  above  all,  and 
through  all,  and  in  you  all. 

Q^  7.  "What  is  the  (ccond  inference  from  hence  i 

A*  That  it  is  idolatry  to  perform  wprfiiip  to  any  other  but  God  00*- 
]y;  Pfal.  Ixxxvi.  9,  10.  All  nations  whom  thou  haft  made,  ihaU 
come  and  worfhip  before  thee,  O  Lord,  and  iball  glorify  thy  name, 
for  thou  art  great,  and  doft  wondrous  things,  thou  art  God  alonct 

Q^  8.  What  is  the  third  inference  from  it  f 
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to  place  it  m  any  otlurr;  Dent.  vi.  4»  ;•  Hoar,  O  Ifrael,  Tiie  LorA 
our  God  b  one  Lord;  and  thouiharlt  lore  the  Lord  thy  Ood  witkal 
thj  heart,  and  with  all  thy  foal,  and  with  all  thy  might. 

Q^  9.  What  is  the  fourth  inference  from  Gbd!s  wuty. 

A.  lliat  God  only  muft  have  the  reliance  and  dependence  of  oar 
foub;  Jer.  xvtf.  5,  7.  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  curied  be  the  man  tfait 
trufteth  in  man,  that  maketh  fleCh  his  arm,  and  wfao(e  heart  depart*^ 
etb  firom  the  Lord.  Blefled  is  the  man  that  tnifteth  in  the  Lord, 
and  whofe  hope  the  Loud  b. 

Q^  lo.  What  if  the  laft  inference  from  k. 

A.  That  we  have  great  canfe  to  be  thankftd  for  the  gofpet,  which 
difcovers  the  only  true  God  to  us ;  and  that  we  are  not  as  the  Ih^ 
thens,  w<M-(hipping  many  and  falfe  gods;  i  Cor.  vni.  5,  0.  For 
though  therein  that  are  called  gods,  whether  in  beafven  or  m  earth, 
asthcre  be  gods  many,  and  lords  many ;  but  to  us  there  is  biitooe 
God,  the  Father,  of  vriiom  are  all  things,  and  we  in  liim;  tnd  lone 
liord^  Jefiis  Chrift,  by  whom  are  alithings,  sid  we  by  faim» 

Of  three  J^erjms  in  the'  Godhead. 

Qjeft.  6.  ipTOW  many  perfons  are  there  in  the  godhead  ? 

JlX       ^*  There  are  three  perfons  in  the  godhead j  the  jRt- 
ther^  the  Son,  andtheholj  Gh^ftj  and  theje  three  are  one  God,  the  fame  m   -> 
ftAflaoce,  equal  in  pekaer  and  glory. 

(^  What  mean  you  by  the  word,  godhead  ? 

A.  It  is  {he  nature,  efience,  or  being  of  God,  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks, 
A£bsiu.  29.  Vorafmuch  then  as  we  are  the  off*fpring  of  God,  we 
ODgfatnoc  to  think  that  the  godhead  is  like  linto  gold,  or  filver,  or 
ftooe,  graven  by  art,  and  man's  device. 

(^  a.  What  is  a  peribn  in  the  godhead  ? 

A.  It  is  the  godhead  difttnguifhed  by  perfonal  properties ;  each 
pcrfon  having  his  diftinA  perfonal  properties ;  Hcb.  i.  3.  Who  be- 
ing the  brightnefi  <^  his  glory,  and  the  expreis  image  of  his  perfbn^ 
npholdbg  dl  things  by  the  word  of  his  power. 

Q^  3.  How  doth  it  appear  there  arc  three  perfons,  and  no  more? 

A.  Ftrfij  FromChrift's  baptifm;  Mat.iii.  \6, 17.  And  Jofqs,  when 
Ik  was  baptized,  went  tip  ftraightway  out  of  the  water,  and  lo,  the 
heavens  were,  opened  unto  htm,  and  he  iaw  the  8pwit  of  God  d6- 
feendii^  like  a  dove,  and  lighting  upon  him;  and  lo,  a  voice  from 
heaven,  faying,  This  is  my  beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed. 

(^  4.  How  elfe  in  the  fecond  place,  doth  it  appear? 

A.  From  the  inftitdtion  of  our  baptifm;  Mat.  xxviii.  79.  60  ye^ 
therdbte,'and  teach  all  nation,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

Q^  5.    What  is  the  third  proof  from  fcriptlirc? 

A.  FAMn  fEelipdIiDlical  benediftion  ;  a  Cor.  xiii.  14.  The  grace 
<^our  LonTJefus  Chrift,  and  the  love  of  God,  and  the  feUowlhip  of 
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ite  ntn  £^9fi&«  ff  tie  JffttM^U  Cideeb!/m. 

thefaolf  Ghoft*  be  withyoa  all^  Amen  :  Where  three dMUnd  (dcff* 
injs  are  wi(hed  from  the  three  divine  peribns  in  the  godhead,  ^wft 
^'  from  Chrift,  hue  from  the  Father,  and  coptmafthn^  with  the  Spirit. 

Q/  6.   W  hat  farther  evidence  is  there  of  it  in  fcripture  ? 

j4,  Epom  pTain  pofitive  aflertions  of  the  fcr iptore,  aflTertin^,  Firji 
■■  A  trinity  of  perfons.     Secondfy^  A  unity  of  cflehcct  I  John  v.  7.  For 
there  are  three  that  bear  record  Fn  heaven,  the  Father,  the  Word, 
iod  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  thefe  three  are  one 

Q^What  is  the  firft  inftruftion  from  the  trinity  ? 

jjTrhat  the  doftrine  of  the  gofpel  concerning  Chrift,  isfblly  eoi>- 
firmed  arid  ratifled  by  three  witneiles  from  heaven,  who  are  above 
'  all  exceptions ;    i  John  v.  7.    For  there  are  there  that  bear  record  in 
heaven,  the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghofl-.  -' 

Q^  «•  What  is  the  lecond  inftrufMon  from  the  trinity  ? 
'   A.  Hence  we  team  the  true  order  and  tnatlner  of  wmAimnng 
God,  inlthe  Son  j  John  xvi  23.  Wbatfoevcr  ye  fhafl  aflc  the  rather 
in  my  name,  he  fliall  give  it  yon.     Atid  by  the  Spirit ;  Eph.  vi.  iS. 
Praving  always,  with  all  prayer  and  fnppficatton  in  the  Spirit* 

Q^  9.  What  is  the  third  inftmftion  from  the  trinity  ? 

A.  That  the  covenant  of  grace  conveys  irich  portion  to  believers 
ui  mating  ov^  all  three  perfons  to  them;  Jer.  xtA.  33.  B«  this 
fliall  be  the  covenant  that  I  will  make  with  the  honfe  of  Ifrael  after 
thofe  days,  faith  the  Lord  ;  I  will  put  my  law  into  their  fnward  parts, 
and  write  (t  in  their  hearts ;  and  1  will  be  their  God,  and  they  (hall 
be  my  people. 

.(^  lo*  W  hat  Is  the  fourth  inftruiElion  ftom  the  trinity  ? 

J*  That  8S  it  is  the  duty  of  all  the  faints  to  give  diftin^t  glory  .^P 
the  three  perfons  in  the  Godhead  ;  fo  it  will  be  a  Ipedal  part  oi  their 
bleiTednefs  in  heaven,  to  contemplate  the  diflinft  benefits  rcQeived 
from  them  all  •,  Rev*  i.  5.  And  from  Jcfus  Chrift,  who  is  the  fairfi- 
ful  witnefs,  and  the  firfl  begotten  of  the  dead,  and  the  pri^nte  of  the 
kings  of  the  earth  ;  unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  waflKd  at  kota  our 
fins  in  his  own  blood. 

Of  GotTs  Decrees. 

Qoeft,  7.  ^XTHAT  are  the  decrees  of  God  ? 

VV  '^'  ^^  decrees  of  God  are  his  eternal  purf^f  (U- 
xwrdingtothe council  ef  bis  v^ill^  tuhereby fir  his  own  ghry  he  hath  foff-* 
ordained  whatfoever  comes  topafs, 

(^  I .  What  things  arc  decreed  of  God  ? 

uf .  All  things  whatfoever  come  to  pafs,  even  the  fmalfeft ;  £^<  j- 
|i.  In  whom  alio  we  have  obtained  an  inheritance,  being  prMcfli- 
nated  according  to  the  putpofe  of  him  who  worketh  -aft  things  after 
the  counfcl  of  his  own  will. 

Q    2.  What  is  the  end  of  God's  decrees? 

A.  The  glory  of  his  own  name}  £ph«  i.  11,  12.  Who  vorketh 
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An  Sxpffition  ef  the  ^Jimhlfs  Caticiifin.  i6r 

ill  thittgs accordiog  to  thecounfel  of  his  own  wtll»  tJut  we  Ihoald  be  p^ 
to  tlie  praife  ofhx$  glorji  who  firft  truijba^  if^  Chrift.  1 

(^3.*  But  therd  sure  (bme  evil  thmp  doae  in  the  world ',  Do  thef  j 
£dl  under  C5<>^V^C€ree? 

if.:  I^^oiigb  6od  doth  neither  approire  theixi,. xun:  neceffltate  mea  | 
tocomaut  them,  yet  he  doth  permit  and  fuSei'  them  to  be  done^and  | 
will  turn  them  to  his  own  gbiy ;  A£b  it.  271  28.  ^or  of  a  truths  ^ 
apioft  thy  holy  c)iild  Jefus,  whom  thou  haft  anointed,  both  Herod» 
aad  Poo^ias  Pilat^.  with  the  Gentilesi  and  the  people  of  Ifrael  are  ga.- 
theredtogecher,  for  to  do  Whatfoever  thy  hand  and  thy  counfel  de^ 
termiocd  Jbefbre  to  be  done. 
(^  4*    ifVho  are  the  objeOs  of  Grod^a  Special  decrees  7  | ' 

if.  Angels  and  men  af e  the  objc£b  of  God's  fpecial  de^es ;  t  j 
Tua,  V*  ai.  I  charge  thee  before  God,  and  the  Lord  Jefus  thrift, 
apd  the  cleA  angel^  that  thou  obierrd  thefe  things,  &c.  Rom.  viii* 
33.  Who  fliall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  ele£l  ? 
Q.  5«  What  is  the  firft  property  of  God's  decfees  ? 
A.  That  thqr  are  moft  wife  ads  of  God,  laid  in  the  depth  of  wU^  I 
dam  and  couniel  i  Rom.  jJL  32.  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of 
the  wi(3oin  and  knowledge  of  6od  I  How  unfcarchaUe  are  hb  judg-    ' 
moots,  and  bis  ways  are  paft  finding  out ! 
Q^(!.  What  is  the  fecood  property  of  God^s  decrees  ? 
A.  The  decrees  of  God  are  moft  free|  all  flowing  from  the  m<^  i 
pleafure^fhis  will;  Rom.  liL  18.  Therefore  hath  he  mercy  on  whom 
he  will  have  mercy,  and  whom  he  will  he  hardeneth. 
0^7.  What  is  the  third  property  of  God*$  decrees  i 
4»  Th^y  are  moft  firm  and  ftable  \  2  Tim.  ii.  19.  Neverthelefii  ^ 
the  fQun^ation  of  Gb^  ftandeth  fure  ;  having  this  fed.  The  Lord 
hfioweth.tbem  that  are  his,  Zech.  vL  i. 
(^9f  What  is  the  foorth  property  of  God's  decrees  ? 
dm  'tb^j  are  eternal,  and  before  all  time  \  A^  xv.  18.  Known 
unto  Goid  are  all  hb  works,  from  the  beginning  of  the  world* 
Q;j^.  What  is  the  fifth  property  pf  God's  decrees  ? 
A.  They  are  moft  pure,  and  altogether  uofpotted  of  fin }  i  John 
!•  5.  This  b  the  mefiag^  which  we  have  heard  of  himy^md  declare  un« 
to  ym^  That  God  is  light,  and  in  him  is  no  d^rkn^fs  at  all. 
Q.  10.  What  is  the  £rft  inftruAion  from  God's  decrees  ? 
A.  That  we  ought  to  afcribe  nothing  to  chance,  but  to  the  appoint** 
ntent  or  providence  of  Gods  Proy^xvi,  33.  The  lot  is  caft  into  the 
bp  \  but  d^  whole  difpofiug  thereof  is  of  the  Lord*  . 

C^i  I.  What  is  the  lecond  inftruAibn  from  God's  decrees  ? 
,  A*  'Riat  GbcTsfiand  Is  to  be  acknowledged  in  thegreatcft  afflic- 
^Jaot^af  US}  2  Sam.  xvi.  11.  And  JDavid  faid  to  AbiOvu, 
^<1  to  all  his  fi^ryants,  behold  my  fos,  which  c^oie  forth  of  my  bow-' 
5^1  feeketh  my  life ;  how  much  more  now  may  this  Benjamite  do 
^  ^  Let  him  alone,  and  let  him  curie,  for  the  Lord  baCh  bidden  him« 
Vol.  VI.  X 
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Itf  1  Jn  Expofition  of  ^  Afftmblp  Catechifm. 

0^12.  What  is, the  laftinftruftiofl  from  G.ckPs  decrees  ? 

A»  That  we  ought  to  be  thankful  to  God  for  all  the  good,  and  pa-. 
Ucnt  under  ain  the' evils  that  BeFir  us;  JoBTi.  lo  Shall  wc  receive 
good  at  the  hand  of  God^  and  (ball  we  not  rect* ive  evil  ? 

\  Qite(k.  8.  T  TOW  doth  God  execute  his  decrees  ? 

JlX  ''•  Godexecutfth  his  dfcttes  in  the  'works  of  creation  and 
f9WV$m€tiC0» 

Of  the  Crcaticn. 

Queft.  p.  "VXTHAT  are  the  w,orks  of  creation  ? 

W  A*  The  wcri  of  creation  is^  Goifs  makiffg  aU  things 
if  nothings  bj  the  word  <f  his  pfnuer^  in  the /pace  offtx  days^  and  all  viry 
pod. 

Qj^  t.  W!\at  is  it  to  create  ? 

jI,  To  create,  is  to  give  a  being  to  that  whkh  had  no  being  ?  or 
to  bring  fomething  out  of  nothing;  Heb.  xi.  3.  Through  faith  we 
ntiderftand  that  the  worl^is  were  fraaicd  by  the  word  of  God  5  fothat 
tilings  which  are  feen  were  not  made  of  things  that  do  appear. 

Q«.  2.  How  did  God  create  the  world  ? 

An  By  his  Infinite  power,  executed  in  his  word  of  confimand  }  Pfal. 
zxxiii.  6,  9.  By  the  word  of  the  Lord  were  the  heavens  cnadci  and 
HA,  tbd  boft  of  them  by  the  breath  of  his  mouth  \  for  he  fpake,  and 
It  WAS  done  ;  he  commanded,  and  it  ftood  fad. 

0^3.  What  attributes  of  God  fliine  forth  in  the  creation  ? 

A.  The  wii'dom  6f  God  Ihines  forth  glbriouflv,  not  only  in  their 
fiNtnation,  but  dependence  one  upon  another  \  Pfal  civ.  24.  O  Lordi 
kow  manifold  are  th/  works  \  In  wifdom  haft  thou  made  them  all : 
The  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches. 

(X  4,  What  may  we  learn  from  the  creation  ? 

y^That  God  pcrfcftly  knows  all  that  is  id  the  creature,  be  it  ne- 
ver fo  fecret  •,  Pfal.  xciv.  8,  p.  Underftand,  O  ye  brutifli  among  the 
people  5  and  ye  fools,  when  will  ye  be  wife  ?  He  that  planted  the  car, 
fliail  he  aot  hear :  He  that  formed  the  eye,  fliall  he  not  fee  \ 

J^.  5.  What  is  the  fecond  inftrudtion  from  the  creation  ? 

A*  That  God  is  the  rightful  owner  of  us  all,  and  may  do  what  he 
will  with  us ;  Rom.  ix  20.  Nay  but,  O  man,  who  art  thou  that  re- 
plieft  againft  God  !  (hall  the  thing  formed  fay  to  him  that  formed  it, 
why  haft  thou  made  me  thus  \  Hath  not  the  potter  power  over  the 
clay  of  the  fame  lump  to  make  on^  veflel  to  honour,  and  another  to 
dilhonour  ? 

^  6.   What  it  the  third  inftruftion  from  th«  creation  ? 

A.  That  God  only  is  the  proper  objeft  of  wdrftiip ;  Jcr.  x.  M. 
Thus  fliall  he  fey  unto  them.  The  gods  that  have  not- made  the  hea- 
vens, and  the  earth,  even  they  fcali  periih  firom  the  earthy  and  from 
under  thde  heavens. 

^.  7.  What  is  the  fourth  inftrttftion  from  hence  ? 
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A»  Expsfii'um  gT  ihe  Afitnblfs  Caitcbifin.  t6^ 

A*  That  Chrtftiaos  (heuld   aotJfear   the  power   of  rreatwesj  r 
iincc  theyiRHvc  their  "being^an^  pp^^r  .ftom  Godi  I'i-  H^-  ><Sf  I7- ' 
Behold,  I  have  created  t'he  fmith  that  bloweth  the  coals  ia  the  iir^ 
that  bringeth  forth  an  inflrumeDt  for  his  work ;  and  I  have  cneated 
the  wafter  to  dedroy  %  bo  weapon  that  is  formed  againft  thee  (kail 
prolper. 
(^8.  What  is  the  fifth  inftrudion  from  hence  i  , 

A,  That  Atheifin  isA.fia  .ig^inft  natural  Ij^it  sio4  rea£j^  ;  Rom.   ; 
i.  20.  For  the  invifibfe  things  of  him  from  the  creatioo  of  thp  world 
are  clearly  feeng  being  underflood  by  the  things  that  are  made,  even 
bis  eternal  power  and  godhead  ;  fo  rtiat  they  are  without  excufe« 
(^9.  What  is  the  fixth  inftruftion  from  hence  ? 
A.  That  God's  glory  is  the  end  of  all  being  ;  Col.  i.  i^.  For  by 
him  were'il^lhlngs  created,  that  are  in  heaven,  and  that  are  m  earthy  ^ 
vilible  and  invifible,  whether  they  be  thrones,  or  dominions,  or  prind^ 
palities,  or  powers  :  all  things  were  created  by  him,'  and  for  him. 
Q.  10.  Whit  is  the  (eventh  indruflion  from  hence  i 
A,  That  there  is  an  unnatural  rebellion  in  finj  fmitixkg  at  himth^ 
.  made  an  J  preferves  our  being ;  Ifa.  i.  6  I  have  nouriflied  and  brought 
up  children,  and  they  have  rebelled  ag^inftrme. 
(^11.  Whftt  is  the  eighth  inftruAion  from  hence  i 
A.  That  God  can  in  a  moment  revive  and  fave  the  church  when  at  ' 
Ac  lowelFcW;  Ifa.  Ixv.  18.  Behold,  1  create  Jerufalem  a  rejoicingi 
and  her  people  a  joy. 
Q^  1 2.  What  is  the  laft  inftru£tJon  from  hence  i 
A.  That  it  Is  eafy  with  God^to  revive  a  dejefted  foul ;  Ifa.  Ivii.  19. 
I  create  the  fruit  of  the  lips  ;  Peace,  peace  to  him  that  i«  far  off,  an^ 
to  hioi  that  is  near,  faith  the  Lord  ;  and  I  will  heal  him. 

Of  Maffs  Creert'ton. 

Qacft.  I  o .  T  T  O W  did  God  create  man  ?    . 

\  \  ArGod  created  man  male  and  female,  afier  his  own 
image^  in  knowledge,  righteoufnefs,  and  bolinefs,  with  dominion  over  tH 
cftatures, 

Q;^i.  How  did  God  create  lAan  ? 

A.  God  created  man  in  his  own  image  |  Gen.  i.  27.  So  God 
created  man  in  his  own  image,  in  the  image  of  God  created  he  bim^ 
wale  and  female  created  he  them. 

Q;^2.  What  is  meant  by  th^  image^o£God  ? 

A.  Not  a  refemblance  of  God  in  any  bodily  (bape  or  jSgMre,  bij^ 
in  hqUncfs ;  JEph.  iv.  24.  And  that  ye  put  on  the  new  man,  whicb 
after  God  is  created  in  righteoufneis  and  troe  holincis. 

Q;^3«  In  what  graces  did  oiai\  reiemble  God  i  •  ^ 

^-  Infoch  a  knowledge  df  God  himfelf,  and  the  creatures^  which 
roade  hBfii  happv^  OdI.  iii,  lol'And  have  put  on  ibc  new  man,  ' 

^hich  is  renewed  in  knowledge,  after  the  image  of  him  that  created 

him.  • 

Digitized  by.  VjOOQ IC 


0^4.  In  what  other  jp;aces  did  this  image  ip^M  ? 

^.  (a  r^hteoufhefs  aft  well  ashoUnefs;  Epb.  iv.  24.  And  that  ye 
pat  on  At  hew  man,  which  after  God  is  created  in  rightcottihcfs  and 
true  hoEnefi. 

0^5.  What  js  thefirft  inference  fitMSi hence  ? 

^.  The  dq^rahle^mMcry  of  the  fell ;  Rom.  ▼.  1 2.  Wherefcre  as 
bj  one  ttuSTfin*  entered  into  the  world,  and  d^nth  bjr  fln,  and  ib  death 
pafled  upon  all  men,  for  that  aU  ha^e  finned. 

0^6.  What  i9LlJbie.&cnnd  inftro£tion  finom  hence  ? 

A.  The  beauty  of  holinefi,  which  is  the  knage  of  God,  and  the  ex- 
cellency of  man ;  Pfafan  zti.  3.  But  to  the  faims  that  are  in  the  earth, 
and  to  the  excellent,  in  whom  is  all  my  delight. 

<^7.  What  is  the  third  inftmfVion  from  hence  ? 
"    jf   We  h^ave  uifinite  caufe  to  blefs  God  for  Chrift,  who  repadrs  ihis 
bft  imagrtAh&|ieo^  y  Eph.  iv.  23.  And  T>e  renewed  in  the  fpiric 
of  your  bfiifid. 

0^8.  What  b  the  fourth  inftruAion  from  hence  ? 

J,  That  thedefpifers  ofholinefs  are  the  defpifcrsof  Godi  fbcho- 
finefs  Is  God^s  image. 

0^9/  What  is  the  fifth  mftraabn  from  hence  f 

A-  The  excellency  of  lanAification,  which  defaces  theJisageof  Sa- 
tan, and  draws  the  image  of  God  upon  the  (bul  of  man. 

Of  Divine  Providence. 

Qoeft  1 1 .  '\*]E7^^'^  ^^  God's  works  of  providence  ? 

yV    ^'  Gs^j  works  of  providence  an  his  mo/I  MjiVjife^ 
emdpowirfittpreferving  and  governing  all  his  creatures^and  all  their oBionu 
Q^  i .  How  doth  it  appear  that  there  is  a  Divine  Providence  i 

A.  It  appears  by  plain  fcripture  teftimonies.  Heb.  i.  3.  Up- 
holding all  things  l^  the  word  of  his,  power.  Col.  1x7-  By  him  ail 
thmgs  confift.  £ul^.  xii.  6,  *],  Are  not  five  fparrows  fold  for  two 
ferthings,  and  not  one  of  them  is  forgotten  before  God ;  bot  eveq 
the  very  hairs  of  your  head  are  all  numbered. 
.  Q*^-  Hdw  ellc  is  providence  evinced  ? 

^By  fcripture  emblems ;  as  Jacob's  ladder,  Gen.  asviii.  xa*  13* 
And  he  dreamed,  and  behold  a  ladder  fet  upon  the  earth,  and  the 
top  of  it  reached  to  heaven  %  behold  the  angek  of  God  afcended  and 
defcended  on  it :  And  Ezeldel's  wheels,  Ezek.  i.  20.  Whitberfoevar 
the  f pirit  was  to  go,  they  went,  thither  was  their  fpirit  to  go,  and  the 
wheels  were  lifted  up  over  againft  them,  for  the  fpirit  of -the  living 
creature  was  in  the  wheels. 

0^3.  What  farther  fcripture  evidence  is  there  ? 

A.  The  fure  accompliihment  of  fcripture  prediAions }  as  Ifiaers 

captivity,  and  deliverance  from  Egypt  and  Bat^lon  %  Chrift%  incartfa- 

/  fbn  ;  the  rife  ttid  ruin  of  the  four  monarchies  \  Dto.  if.  ^x.  Thou, 

O  king,  faweft,  and  behold,  a  great  image,  whofe  brightnefs  was  ex- 

ceUepty  ftoo4  before  thee,  and  the  form  thereof  was  terrible.  J>9su 
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m  3.  And  fourgecat  (jeaOs  came  up  from  the  foy  dircdib  onefimn 
tfaetuber. 

Q^4»  What  b  iu  firftj^JL^bout  the  crcatur^R  i  r 

A>  It  ftiftarnsi  prcfcrves,  provides  for  them }  Pfalm  cxlv.  15,  16. 
The  eyeTof  all  wait  upon  thee,  and  thou  giveft  them  their  meat  > 
in  dntf  ftafoft ;  tbou  openaft  thine  band,  and  fatisfieft  the  dcfire  of 
eveiy  living  thtog^  and  defended  them  from  danger.  Pfalm  xxxvL  6, 
Thy  righteoufneis  b  like  the  great  mountains,  thy  judgmenta  are  a 
great  (kep;  O  Lofdy  thou  prefenreft  man  and  beaft. 

Q^.  Wte  is  the  fecoad  a£k  of  providence  about  the  creatures  ? 

'^t  jQiks>jd^veriis  the  oreatures  and  their  aAions }  Pfahnlxvi.  ^ 
7.  He  ruletb  by  his  power  fcMr  ever,  bi»  cyei  behold  the  nations  %  let 
not  the  rebellious  exalt  themfelvcs. 

Q.  6.  How  manifold  is  Divine  Providence  > 

4*  It  19  common  and  general  over  all,  or  fpecjal  and  pccuUar  ta    \ 
fome  men  i   i  Tim.  iv.  10.   Who  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men«  eipecially 
of  thoTe  that  believe. 

Qj7»  HqW  is  providence  exercifed  about  finful  aAions  ? 

A'  In  permitting  them  i  A£lsiv.  16.  In  retraining  them ;  Pialqa    ^ 
kxvi.  10.     Surely  the  wrath  of  man  ihall  praiic  thee^  and  the  re- 
maiader  of  wrath  flialt  thou  reftrain*  And  over«ruling  them  to  good  1    .^> 
Gen.  1.  20.     Buc  as  for  you,  ye  thought  evil  againft  me»  bst  God 
meant  it  unto  good,  to  bring  to  pafs^  as  it  is  this  day,  to  fave  much 
people  alive. 

0^8.  What  are^the4>rj[>perties of  providence? . 
'  A.  h  is(i.)  Holy }  Pfalm  cxlv.  17.  The  Lord  is  righteous  in  all 
Iris  ways,  and  holy  in  all  his  works.     (2.)  Wife  1  Ffal.  ciVf^  24*    O    ^ 
Lord,  how  manifold  are  all  thy  works !  lii  wiiBom  haft  thou  made 
theta  all.     (3.}  Powerful  ^  Daiu  iv.  35.     And  ail  the  inbabitaats  of   , 
the  eartb^are  reputed  as  nothing,  and  he  doth  according  to  his  will, 
in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabttams  of  the  eartl^  and 
none  can  ftay  his  hand,  or  (ay  unto  him,  Wli^at  doft  tbou? 

Q^  9.  What  is  the  firft  inftru^on  from  it? 

A»  That  God's  people  are  fafe  amidft  all  their  enemies  and  dan*    ' 
gcr$;  2  Chron.  xvi.  9.     For  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  run  to  and  bo 
thrbughoBt  the  whole  earth,  to  ihrw  himfelf  ftrong  ui  the  behalf  of 
them  whafe  beans  are  perfect  towards  him, 
'    Q^  lo.   W  l\at  is  the  iecond  in(lru£tion  from  it? 

A.  That  jrarayer  is  the  beft  expedient  to  profperity  and  fuccefs  of 
ourlafvfoTaTOrs-,  Pfalm  cxlv.  1 8.     TheLord  isnigbunto  all  them  ^ 
that  call  upon  him,  to  all  that  call  upon  him  in  trulJi* 

Q^  1 1 .   W  bat  i*  the  third  indcudion  from  it  ?      . 

4f;  Tto  God's  people  fhoold  reft  quietly-  in  the  care  of  ins  proH- 
iaice.£Bv:them  in  all  their  ftraits;  Maith.  vi.  26^  Behold  the  fowls  of 
^Vti  for  they  fow  not,  jaeither  da  they  reap,  nor  gather  into  barns; 
yet  our  heavenly  Father  fccdeth  them;  are  not  yc  much  better  than 
Acy? 
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0^12*  What  i$  thcJiift  jaftruftion  fronrit? 

A.  That  it  isno  fmali  privilege  to  ScVJ:>pted  cliiLireri  of  God,  and 
the  members  of  Chriftj  forall  is  ordered  for  their  eternvtl  ^^ojd ;  Eph.  i. 
sTCJ'Z^-  "And  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet,  and  gave  hifn  to  be 
head  over  all  things  to  the  church,  which  is  his  body,  tlie  fulncfs  of 
him  that  filleth  all  in  all. 


Of  the  Co^)enanf  of  Works. 

iT  fpedai  aA  of  jSrovidcni 
towards    inan,    in  the  eftate    wherein  he  .was 


^  Qucft.  '^-HXTHAT  fpedai  aft  of  jSrovidence  did  God  exercifc 


I   created; 

'        A.  When  God  created  man,  he  entered  into  a  covenant  of  life  with 
I.  AiVw,  upon  condition  of  perfe6i  obedience^  forbidding  him  to  eai  of  tbt 
^  tree  of  kno^vledge  of  good  and  rw/,  upon  pain  of  death, 

Q^  I.   What  was  God's  covenant  with  Ad^m  before  the  fall? 
A.  It  was  to  give  life  and  happinefs  upon  condition  of  ptrfetSl  per- 
ibnal  obedience;  G^l.  iii.  12.     The  law  is  not  of  faith ^  but  the  man 
that  doth  them,  fliall  Ihre  in  them. 

Q^  2.  Was  this  covenant  made  oply  with  Adam,  or  ^rith  him  and 
hii  poilerity  ? 

A^  It  was  made  with  him,  and  all  his  natural  pofterity,  defcending 
in  the  ordinary  way  of  geo6ration  from  him;  Rpm.  v.  12.  Where* 
fore  as  by  one  man  fin  entered  into  the  world,  smd  death  by  On,  and 
fo  death  pafied  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  finped.  Ver.  14,  and 
18.  Neverthelefs,  death  reigned  from  Adam  to  Moles,  even  over 
them  that  had  not  finned  after  the  iiihilitude  of  Adam's  tranfgref- 
fkm,  who  is  the  figure  of  him  that  was  to  come:  1  herefore  as  by  the 
offence  of  one,  judgment  came  upon  all  men  to  condemnation;  even 
(b  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  one,  the  free  gift  came  upon  all  men  unto 
juitification  of  life. 

(X  3:  Was  Adam  able  to  perform  the  obedience  required  of  him 
in  this  covenant?  ^ 

A.  Yes ;  for  he  was  made  upright ;  Eccl.  vii.  29.  God  made  man 
'  upright ;  but  they  have  fought  out  many  inventions. 
(^  4.  Had  this  covenant  any  Mediator  ? 

A*  No ;  he  neither  had,  nor  needed  any  Mediator  for  fatisfac^ 
tion,  becatife  iio  fin  was  in  him;  nor  IntercdBon,  for  he  wsinted  no- 
thing. 

<^S'  ^^  ^^^  covenant  admit  of  no  repentance,  nor  accept  any 
ftorttr  endeavours  i 

A.  No,  it  did  not ;  but  fentenceth  {and  curfeth  the  tranfgreilbrs  of 
it,  for  the  leafl  breach;  Gal.  iii.  10.  Curfed^is  every  one  that  con- 
tinuetb  not  in  aU  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to 
do  them. 

Q^  6.  How  was  this  threatning  fulfilled,  of  dying  the  day  he  cat, 
f^ing  he  lived  93  o  years  ? 

A.  He  died  fpiritually  that  day;    and  though  the  fentence  on  hi& 
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bpdyjrasrcTpitcd  in  order  to  poftcrity,  yet  then  hU  body  received  the 
death's  wound,  of  which  afterward  he  died* 
0^7.  What  is  the  £rft  inference  from  Adam's  covenant  ? 
A.  Miferable  are  all  they  that  grow  on  the  natural  root  of  the  firft 
Adam:  Gal  iv.  21,  22.  Tell  me,  ye  that  defire  to  be  under  the  law, 
do  ye  not  hear  the  law?  For  it  is  written,  that  Abraham  had  two  fonsy 
the  one  by  a  bond-maid,  the  other  by  a  firee-woman. 
Q^  8.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  ? 

A.  That  Go^Js  Juft  in  all  the  punifliments  and  miferies  that  come 
iipon  maii^'jea,  infants  that  never  finned  after  his  fimilitude;  Rom. 
V.  14.  Neverthelefs  death  reigned  from  Adam  to  Mofes,  even 
over  them  that  had  not  finned  after  the  fimilitude  of  Adam's  tranf* 
grciEon. 
(^  9,  What  is^the  third  inference  ? 

A.  The  glo'nous  privilege  of  believers,  who  arc  under  a  better  co^ 
venant,  eftabllfhed  upon  better  promifes ;  Heb.  viii.  6*  But  now 
htK  he  obtained  a  more  excellent  miniftry,  by  how  much  alfo  he  is 
the  Mediator  of  a  better  covenant,  which  is  eftablifhed  upoo  better 
promifes. 
Q^io.  What  is  the  laft  inference  ? 

A,  That  we  Ihould  pity  the  unregenerate,  efpecially  our  own  a- 
moDg  them^  and  labour  to  plant  them  in  the  fecofed  Adam. 


0/  /Ar  Fall  of  Man. 

\r  firft  parents  < 
they  were  created? 


Qacft.  13.  TP^n)  our  firft  parents  continue  in  the  eftate  wherein 


A.  Our  Jir^  parents  being  left  to  the  freedom  of  their  own  will^ 
M.frojnlSie  ^eflaie  wSerein  they  nvere  created^  by  Jinning  again/I  God. 

(^  I.  How  doth  it  appear  that  man  is  fallen  ? 

A,  By  the  fcripture  hiftory:  An  account  of  it  is  in  Gen.  iii.  6,  7. 
And  when  tlie  woman  faw  that  the  tree  was  good  for  food,  and  that 
•t  was  pleafant  tc»  the  eyes,  and  a  tree  to  be  defircd  to  make  one  wife, 
flic  took  of  the  fruit  thereof  and  did  eat,  and  gave  alfo  unto  her  hu(^ 
fcand  with  her,  and  he  did  cat.  And  the  eyes  of  them  both  were  o- 
pcned,  and  they  knew  that  they  wereuaked,  and  they  fcwed  fig-leave^ 
together,  and  made  themfelves  aprons ;  and  they  heard  the  voice  of 
^he  Lord  God  walking  in  the  garden  in  the  cool  of  the  day ;  and 
Adam  and  his  wife  hid  themfelves  from  the  pref etlce  of  the  Lord  Godj- 
'niongft  the  trees  of  the  garden.  And  the  fad  experience  we  all  have  ■ 
ofit  in  ourfelvcs ;  Rom.  v.  1 2.  Thwefore  as  by  one  man  fin  entered 
mto  the  world,  and  death  by  fin,  and  fo  death  pafiedupon  all  men^ 
^w  that  all  have  finned. 

(^  2  How  could  man  fall,  fince  he  was  made  upright  ? 

't.  Though  he  was  upright,  jet  his  will  was  mutable ;  and  by  a- 
^fingttet'TiBerty,'1[ie  jFelli  Ecclef.  vii.  29.  Lo,  this  only  have  1 
fcund,  tEat  God  hath  made  man  upright,  but  they  have  fought  out 
^^y  inventions.  .  « -^ 
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^^  3.  How  did  God  leave  him  to  abufe  the  frcedptn  of  his.wiU? 
A.  Not  by jncllpjDg  bitn  to  abufe  It  \  \^t  by  wiihholding.tliat  farther 
,    grace  which  be  was  no  way  obliged  to  continue  to  him. 
y      Q,  4*  Did  the  will  of  man  lofe  its  liberty^  to  goodj  by.  the  Fall? 
^'      A*  YeS)  it  did,  and  is  io  wounded^  that  it  cannoti  without  thy  pre- 
venting and  regenerating  grace,  putiorth  ope  ipiritual  and  facing  a£l  \ 
•    Epfa.  it;  St.9>  ^^*    ^^^  ^1  grace  are  ye  faved,  through  faith,  and  that 
not  of  yourielves ;  it  is  the  gift  of  God.  Not  of  works,  leaft  any  man 
Ihould  boaft ;  for  we  are  his  workmanfhipi  created  in  Chrift  Jefus 
unto  good  works,  &c. 

(^  5 «  What  was  the  aggravation  of  Adam's  fin  ? 
A*  It  w^  aggravated  in  his  being  a  public  innocent  perfon,  fo  new- 
ly placed  in  a  ffate  of  happinefs  and  liberty.  ,     , 
Qj;  &  What  is  th^  firft  inference  from  the  fail  i          * 
A.  That  the  befi  creature  left  to  himfelf,  cannot  be  long  fafe  \  ns 
the  angels,  and  Adam}  Pfal.  xlix.  i%t  Neverthelefs,  m^tn  being  in 
Bonour  abideth  not  \  he  is  like  the  beads  that  periih.. 
Qj^  7.  What  is^  the  fecond  inference  ? 
•'     A,  That  fince  man  could  not  be  his  own  keeper,  he  can  be  much 
lefshisown  faviour;  2  Cor.  iir.  5.     Not  that  we  are  fa£^cient  of 
-  oorfelves  to  think  any  thing  as  of  ourfelves  \  but  our  A^fficiency  is  of 
God. 

Qi  8.  What  b  the  third  inference  i 
f  A*  That  it  is  impoi&ble  for  the  covenaot  of  works  to  judify  any 
'  one;  Rom.  iii.  20.  Therefore  by  the  deeds  of  the  law  there  (hall 
no  fiefli  be  juftified  in  his  fight;  Rom.  viii.  3.  For  what  the  law 
could  not  do,  in  that  it  was  weak  through  the  fleih  ;  God  fending 
his  pwn  Son,  in  the  likenefs  of  finful  fle(h,  and  for  fin  condemned 
fin  in  the  flefii. 

<^9»  What  is  the  laft  inference? 

A.  What  caufe  have  we  to  blcfs  God  for  Chrift,  who  rtcovcfcd 
us  when  the  fall  left  us  helplefs  V  Rom,  v.  6.  For  when  we  were 
yet  without  ilrength,  in  due  time  Chrift  died  for  the  ungodly. 

Oj  Sin. 

Queft.  14;  "^TtTHAT  Is  fin  ? 

W         A.  Sin  is  any  want  <^  conformity  unto^  or  tranj* 
greffiomtfthelawo/God, 

Q^  I.  What  is  meant  by  the  law  ? 

yf.  The  commands  and  r^les  flowing  from  God's  fijvereignty, 
l^hereby  his  will  is  manifeftcd,  a^d  the  creature  hound  to  obedi- 
ence. 

Q^  2.  Where  is  this  law  written? 

A.  It  is  written  cither  in  the  heart ;  Rom.  u.  25.  Which  fliews 
the  work  of  the  law  written  in  their  hearts,  (which  we  call  the  law  ol 
natureO  or  in  the  Bible,  which  we  call  the  written  moral  law. 

(^  3 ,  What  conformity  is  due  to  this  law  of  God  ? 
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J.  A  tsiH>fb]d  confermtj  b  d6t  to  it :  Pir/tf  Interotaly  in  oar 
liearts.  &mid^i  External,  in  odr  li^et ;  and  the  vKnt  of  either  it 
fin }  f  John  iu.  4.  Wbo(be«ier  cOmmltteth  fitly  tnuiTgreflleth  alfo  the 
&«r;  for  fin  ii  the  tranTgrefflon  of  thebiir. 

Q^  4.  How  doth  it  iqppear  that  the  watit  of  internal  cdnferuity  it 
£n.' 

if.  Becanfe  the  law  reqtciret  it ;  Mark  s8.  j8.  And  thte  tttik  I 
kve  the  lidrd  xtif  Ood  witii  ail  thhie  hearty  and  with  all  thy  fool*  r 
and  with  aU  thf  o^nd,  s(nd  with  all  thjr  ftrength  ;  fic^  thb  h  the  firft 
command  tnent:  And  condemns  the  want  of  it  f  Roisu  m.  7.  Whit 
fliiil  lire  faiy  then  f  Is  the  law  fin  ^  God  forbid  I  najr^  I  had  not  known 
fin  butb^  the  lawf  fori  hidnotkno^ix  hlft/exce{!^thehlwhadfaid^ 
Thotf  fok  not  eovec. 

Q^  5.  Is  nothing  a  fin  bht  what  U  igfixA  Ood^s  law  ? 

J.  No;  notttiofg  taif  be  a  fin  bat  what  Qod  hath  cither  eigttOf^  m 
bf  cont^aeDceA.  Kirtnddenrin  hil  wohl^ 

Q;  6r  Wherein  lies  He  evil  of  tranfgreffing  God*^  bw  ? 

J.  ThA  evil  df  fin  ^rixidpdllj  lies  iti  the  ofll^i^ce  and  wron^  dorie  to 
God,  wiide  fovereignty  k  hboilrtf  to  fliake  ofF|  idd  defpifips  bis  wilU ' 
Ki.  Hi/p    Agasfft  (hee^  thee  onlf  fasive  I  finfled,  ind  done  this  ev3 
inthy%lit-  ^  ' 

Q^  7.  What  ftitther  e«tl  is  in  fin  f 

A.  U  higlUj  wrongs  the  finner^s  fetfl^  by  deiacihg^  defiCng^  afid  ' 
damliii^iti  Prc^.viiL  3d.    ftithe  tbatfionethagaiifft  tte,  wroofb 
eth  bis  cmfk  feul:  aR  they  that  haje  (tte»  Jovt  death* 

(^  8*  W^herein  is  the  evil  of  fin  iinUt!fefted  ? 

J.  It  IS  waenScfted  in  the  death  Of  Gfarift^  the  terrors  of  conlcsoice^ 
andtoranaits  ofhell. 

Q;  9/ What  coarfeisiifLtbeflnii^tnJVttf  recover  Uo^^  of 
Iwnufery? 

J.  RepeBtaoce  towairds  God»  bith  towards  fihntt,  and  liotli  evi- 
deofiedirf  newobedieiKci  Adstt.  ai.  TdlHying  both  to  the  Jews» 
and  aUo  to  the  Greeks^  repentance  towards  Ood^  and  fidth  towards 
^arLord  JefusChrift. 

Q^  to.  What  taaif  n^  infer  4«kn  hence?. 

Jt.  That  we  have  infinite  catife  to  bie&  God  for  Chrift's  fttisfii£tioQ 
rfthelawforMffias. 

Of  tii  Tree  f  Knowkd^i. 

Qpii  ig*  XXr.HAT  wasjhe  fii);  wfaerebjr  our  firif  parents  foil 
v  T  '  from  the  cftate  wbcfcin  tbcjr  were  citiated  ? 

A.  Tbi  Jn  vfhi^  9Ur  Jirfl  parents  feii  from  the  ^ate  viberein 
tUj  weft  ereeiteip  v»s  their  eating  tbe  forHJdin  fruH. 

<i.  ]*  Why  waathis  tree  callal^the  trte  of  knowledge  7 

^Kot  firom  zwf  mttfrad  efScacy  it  had  to  give  knowledgci  bot  the 

V^,  VL  Hast.  .    Y 
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lit  4n^S$mfiim^^'4^ 

)^«rlf4(&lie  OlouM  tiavQ  by  catigg,  .^r  not  f^tio^  fr|^  dBO^nectal 
/^  ]!$K>vkdge,  i.  e.  Kaawledge  to  his  forrow. 
f        (^  %.  Why  did  God  forbid  bkajy*irfje  ? 

A.  /Vf;^,  For  the  difcoverf  of  his  dominioii  over  nv^n.     Secondly^ 
For  thecal  of  bis  ftibje£lioo  and  oh^dieace^     Thirdly^  For  the  ag« 
jgravationof  bis  fini  if  he  (hould  eat. 
"]       Ql  3^  ^^^  evil  w^s  thcr€  i©  epljng  of  it  ? 
.  ,  .    Jl.  There  was  a  twofold  evH^  tht  qTii  pf  On,  and  the  evil  of  £tiiulh- 
flomtibo^  V617  great. 

Q^  4.  What  wa?  the  c^il  of  fin  ?. 
'  j/.  A  threefi^d  evil  of  fia.  Fir^t  Againft  God,  called  difobedi* 
(flncc  (  Rom.  v.  10.  For  as  by  one  man^s  diibbedience  many  were 
made  finners.  Secondly^  Againft  himfelf,  fbuli  bodyi  and.  ef^^^* 
^'-^  fiiir J/)^j.Agaii3|fthb"pbfterkyi  Roo^  v.  12.  Wherefore  .as  by  one 
mstB  4a  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by  fin  i  and  fi>  death  jpaC- 
fed  upon  all  men>  for  that  alt  have  na»ed« 

Q^  5.  What  was  the  evil  of  p^niQli^f  nt  ? 
'    Ak  jpif^t  hols  of  Cod^s  image.     Sicondly^  Horror  qf  foofcimce. 
TUrily^  'Sorrow  pn  &e  female  fei.    Fourihfy^  Curfe  on  the  cr«»i« 
tiire.    i^£i^t  ExpulfioD  from  paradife.     SiMthly^   iWath^bpth  of 
body  and  foul 

Q^T.  What  is  the  firft  inftruftion  fron^  it? 
:    jrf.  To  take  bead  of  fmall  beginnings  of  temptations,.  .9|i4 10  )Gfifift 
.    It  in  the  firft  mofUoqs  1  J^mcs  Hi,.5.  Behold  how  great  a  matter  %  Kt* 
tie  fire  kindleth. 

Qi  7-  What  isthefecondinferei^ce? 

4.  Not  fo  hold  a  parly  with  the  tempta;}  fee  2  Cor*  ad,  3.  But 
I  fear  left  by  any  means,  as  the  ferpent  beguiled  Eve,  tbrottgli  hk 
liibtiJty,  fo  yoiir  minds  (hoold  be  corrupted  from  the  fimpUcity  that 
isinChrift. 

Q^  8.  What  is  the  third  inference  I 

A.  That  Sstf  an's  policy  Hes  much  in  the  choice  of  his  tempting  iii« 
flmmenti }  as  Eve  and.  PetCTi  ^c. 

Qj^  9.  What  }s  the  fourth  inference  ? 

A.  A  necefiity  of  keeping  ftrong  guards  on  our  fenfesj  Ifa.  xi;xiii: 
\%.  That  ftoppeth  his  ears  from  bearing  of  bloods  and  fliuttetk  his 
eyes  from  feeing  evil,  he  (hall  dwell  on  higb^,bis  pIsK^oi  defenfle 
ihall  be  the  munition  of  rocks. 

Q;^  10.  What  b  the  fifth  inf<mnce  ? 

A*  That  covenant-breaking  is  a  heinous  fti^  whi€|i  Qodjjdiljiiii« 
i(b  \  Hofea  vIjiL  j.  He  fhall  come  as  an  eagle  againft  the  home  oTthe 
Lordji  becaufe  they  have  tranfgrefied  my  covenant^  and  traaigrofied 
agsunft  my  laws. 


Q.  1 1.  What  is  the  laft  inference  ? 
-rfTTh; 


.^  That  the  cumiption  of  our  nature  is  much  feen  in  defifingjor- 
bidden  things ;  Rom.  vli.  7.  What  (hall  we  (ay  then  ?  fi  tW  law- 
fin?  Godforbid;  Nay,  I  bad  not  known  linji  bitl^thelaw;  fer  I 
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hid  not  known  luft,  excq>t  the  law  had  faid.  Thou ihtt  Mt  anet. 

Of  tbi  Fall  rf  Aimn^  and  m*-^ Jf'  J^^'^ 

Q^eft.  X6.  T*\n)  all  mankind  fall  in  Adam's  firft  tRiiiQ;refliqD  P  .. 

\  3  "K/Yhe  covenant  being  made  wkh  Adam^  not  mdf  \ 
firhimfelf,  buffet  hii prfUfttjj  all  manhmi  defcendhig'firim  him  by  o^  '^\ 
dinar]  gentration^^nnea'tn  himj^  an! Jell  with  bm  fH  lis  frfi  tran/^  ' 
pejfum, 

Q.  I.  Did  no  man  ever  eTcape  the  fin  of  Adam  ?  ^ 

A.  Yei,  the  man  Chrift  Jms  did,  and  ^he  onty}  Heb.  vii«  %6^  ] 
For  facB  an  High  Prieft  becaoie  u^»  who  is  bolyi  harmlefs^  undefiled^ 
feparate  hx>m  finners. 

(^2.  Wliy  was  not  Chrift  tainted  with  it? 

A.  Becaufe  he  came  into  the  workf  in  an  eiti^ofdlriary  way^  , 
Matth.  L  i  g.     Now  the  birth  o?  Jefus  Chrift  was  on  this  wife  :  When  ' 
tt  his  Mother  Mary  was  efpoufed  to  JoTeph,  before  tbe^  camoto- 
gether,  fhe  was  found  with  child  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

(^3.  How  doth  it  appear  all  others  are  tainted  with.it  i  v   ^ 

A,  it  appears  by  fcripture-teftimonj,  Rom.  «.  12.  Wherefore  aft  > 
by  one  mad  fin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by  finj  and  lb  ddbith 
paffed  upon  aU  men,  for  that  all  have  finMd ;  aad  esperiance 
of  the  beit  men,  Rom.  vit.  2 1 .    I  find  then  a  laW)  that  when  I  would 
do  good,  evil  is  prefent  with  me. 

Q^  4.  How  came  all  men  to  fall  with  AdanI  ? 

A.  Becaufe  all  were  included  In  Adam's  covenant^  as  a  manV  co- 
venant mcludesliis  children  before  they  be  borni  or  the  trealbn  ofthe 
father  afiKb  his  pofterity. 

t^5V*Wh'al  infer  you  from  hence?  '  J    •' 

A.  The  ftupendous  wifdom  of  God  in  (Ending  Chrift  in  our  M- 
tnrc,  and  yet  without  the  fin  and  taint  of  It  j  i  Coc.  L  24.  Chrift 
tBewaaomofX?od.*  ,  .; 

(^6,  What  is  the  fecond  inference  ^ 

A.  Hence  we  learn  the  admirable  love  of  Chriffc  m  taking  t>ur  na- 
toe^  TrBE^airthefihlefs  infirmities  thereof;  Rom.  viii.  3^  For  what 
the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  Was  weak  through  the  flefh,  do& 
lendmg  his  own  Son  in  the  likeneis  of  finful  fl^m,  and  for  fin  coi^ 
demned  fin  in  the  flefli. 

(^7.  What  is  the  third  inference?  » 

A,  The  ricceffity  of  bur  union  with  Chriftj  in  order  to  our  partici- 
pation of  Ssrightcoufhels  and  redemption  j  I  Cor.  XV*  22.  Fornski 
Adam  all  die,  fo  ihXXrift  (hall  all  be  made  alive.  - 

Q:^  8.  What  is  the  fourth  inference? 

A.  Hence  we  FcaniltFe  malignant  and  mortal  nature  of  fini'^af- 
Tntich  as  one  fin'  deBeff  and  diftroyed  a  whole  world. 
Q;^  9.  What  is  the  fifth  inference  ? 

A.  That  though  all  be  not  equalljr  fedfible  of  thdr  need,  y«  one 
»M©r  needs  efoift  ^  much  as  toot 
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(  '    Q^  10.  Wbat  If  the  laft  infereMe  ? 

J.  lliat  Dp  man  bath  tnj  caofe  or  reafbp  to  bptft  ef  te  gmlocfi 

pf  his  nature^  ^nce  the  beft  were  by  nature  under  the  &mt  Jbk  and 
-  mifeqr  aa  the.  wiurfti  £pb  il  3,     Among  whom  alfe,  we  ail  had  our 

fioaTerfatioD  in  timet  paft,  in  the  lufis  of  our  iefby  fuMIfaig  the  de^ 

fires  of  the  fleilh,  and  of  ^  Vpb^^  ^  ^"^^  ^  Mtim  che  duldren 

of  wx^  evqi  fit  o^hpiy. 

<|Qeft.  1 7.  VMTO  what  elbte  ^Ud  th^  liill  bring  minldnd  } 

JL       a*  ^^ff^  trough  0apkind  int§  jgt  ^fiaii.  of  Ji^ 

Qpaftf  iff*  VYrHBREIN  cenilfts  the  finfnbefa  of  that,  eftate 
\\    whercinto  man  fplli  ^ 

f^x  •(A*  ^kefinf^Unefs  of  that  iflati  tuiereint§  manJell^jeo/j$li  in  tie  gm  if 
JdanCsfir/ffn^  tbe  p/fPt  tf^friginal  righteoufnefs^  onfltbe  cmfr^ion  o^lm 
^hoU  naturi,  jvhieh  is  cgpimc^/y  falffd  ^figipolj^n^  f^ftkf^.%Uti  oMa&ual 
tranjgreffions  nvhicb  jfrroffffijr^  if^ 

Q^  t .  How  many  ilortf  of  iin  are.^all  men  undp*  ? 

ji.  All  men.  are  guiltj  tMi^pre  <jrod  of  two  fcnrts  offing  i^eajgiaalf 
and  of  aQpali  FOi|«  U.  5.    ^hpld  I  was  0iapq)  in  iniquity,  and  ii| 
fin  did  pay  mother  conceiyp  me.  Eccl^.  viL  20.     For  there  is  not  ^ 
juft  man  upon  earthy  tha(  doth  gopd,  imd  iinneth  not. ' 
,      (^a-'HoiTiKm  we  begiiiltypf  Afl^pi'?  £rft  fin? 
;    jd^  We  are  guilty  of  it»  f^ecaufe  ^dam  imni^d  nof  only  a^  a  fiogki 
^\bDt  atfo  a$  a  public  peribnj  s^nd  reprefentative  of  ail  g^ai^kind  :^pin. 
T.  15^  16,  17,  But  not  as  the  o^encc»  (9  f|Ub  i^  the ^ree  gift :  ior  ijf 
throiif h  the  'oflSaiGe  of  onp^  ipaiq^  |ie  fliuid  i  mufh  more  th^  grace  of 
(3qdi  and  the  gUt  by  gmce^  which  if  by  one  man,  JeAi$  Qhfift,  hath 
abounded  unto  many :  And  not  aa  it  w^  by  ope  that  finnfxl9.fb  is  thf 
yift ;  for  the  judgment  was  \fy  one  ;o  cpn4emnatioii« 
/^  CLs*  Ho#eMe  came  we  under  hif  guilt  ? 

A*  We  are  guilty  of  hb  fin  by  generation  ;  for  we  vrpre  in  hif 
kins,  as  treafbn  ftains  the.  blood  ofthe.ppftentyi  or  parents  Iqprofy 
/  tke  children  I  Pfalm  li«  5*  Behold^  I  w^  A^^pea  in  iniguity,  and  i^ 
tiTdid  my  mother  cpnceive  me. 

Q^  4.  Wherein  doth  it  confifi  ? 

jf.  ItconfiftffSi  tpro  things,  firfi^  In  opr  averfipn  and  enmity 
to  diat  which  k  good  $  Rom*  viL  1 3-  In  me,  that  is,  in  my  SeO^ 
there  dweUeth  no  gpod  thing.  Secondly^  In  prpncQefs  to  that  which 
b  evil  \  Rom.  vii.  14.  But  I  ^m  carna)^  fold  under  fip. 
'  Q.  5.  Is  t)ii|  corruption  of  nature  in  all  men  I 
^  A*  Tea  I  in  all  mere  xnen,  and  women,  none  eaceinpted|  Roof, 
ill  lo.  and  23*  As  it  is  writteni  there  is  none  righteous,  no  nql  one, 
fm  all  have  finned,  ^d  cofne  fliort  of  the  glory  dP  God. 

Q.  6.  In  what  part  of  our  nature  doth  th|s  fin  adk^e  ? 
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J.  h  risides.m  the  wliDk  iQaQ»  in  everjr  pent,  of  loaB*.  boih  foul  K 
idd  bodxi  Gte*  vu  s^  Godiai^  th^t  %htf  wicHe4nefi  of  ojan  was  r 
great  m  the  earth,  and  that  every  imagisation  of  the  thoughts  of  hif 
heart  was  eolfwloovtiiuiallp.  x  The£  y.  23.  Now  the  God  of  peace 
faoAifjr  ]Qoa  #hoU][|  and  I  {nay  God  four  whole  fpirit,  and  foi|l»  and 

Chrift.  ' 

Q^  7.  How  IS  the  body  infede4  J9  k  ? 

>^.  In  the  readmefi  of  the  bodily  omobers  to  forthi^  fioj^amd  it«  | 
temptations jn  the  foul ^  j^^^^*  ^^'  I3>  ^4*  ^5-  Their  throat  is  an  J" 
openiepalchre}  wTtli  their  tongues  they  hv9c  iifed  cfecek,  the  poifon 
<^arps  is  under /their  lips,  whofe  mouth  is  full  of  curQqg  and  Utters 
nefiy  tWir  feet  are  fwift  to  0ied  blood. 

(^8-.  Wliat  learn  we  from  ori|pnal  (14  ? 

4.  To  bear  patiently  the  ipiferies  we  fee  on  our  children,  and  theiit  ^ 
death  aHb  without  murmuring  j  Rom.  y.   14,  Njeverthclefs  deat)|  '^ 
reigned  from  Adam  to  Mofes,  even  over  them  that  had  not  finned 
after  the  firoilitade  of  Adam*s  tranfgreffion. 

(^  9*  What  is  the  fecond  inftruftion  ? 

A*  It  teaches  us  humility,  and  (bould  be  matter  of  cpnfeffion  and 
Itomiliirtidii,  when  we  fin  a£lually ;  Pfal.  Ii»  5.  Behold  I  wasihapea  : 
h  iniquity,  and  in  fin  did  my  mother  conceive  me. 

Q^io.  What  is  the  third  iqftnj£tion  ? 

^.1  h  fl&ould  provoke  parents  to  ufe  their  utmoft  diligence  for  the 
converfion  of  their  children  who  draw  fin  from  them. 

Q:  h .  What  is  the  laft  inftruftion  ? 

J,  It  teaches  us  the  neceBxtf  of  regeneration,  and  ihould  provoke  ^ 
us  greatly  to  defire  it- 

Of  Malts  Miferj.' 
QuefL  19.  "^TETHAT  is  the  mifery  of  that  eftate  wherdnto  vom 

A.  All  m4ffiind  tj  their  fall  toft  communis  toitb  Qodf  an  undir 
tis  we^ j^  f^Hrftj  <^nd.fo  fflade  liable  to  aO  the  miferief  in  this 
Ufe^  to  death  it/elj^  and  to  the  p^ins  of  bell  for  ever. 

Q^i.  What  communion  had  God  with  man  before  the  id!  ? 

A.  Man  then  enjoyed  the  ^gracious  prefence  and  £iveur  of  God 
with  hii^ejrhidi  wa$.b<$ter  than  lif^. 

(^2«  How  doth  it  appear  this  was  loft  b/the  fidl  i 

A*  It  appears  by  fcripture-teftimon^,  that  Adam  loft  it  astoUm^ 
ielf ;  Gen.  iii.  8.  And  Adam  and  his  wife  hid  themfeives  from  the 
prdence  of  the  Lord  GoJ,  among  the  trees  of  the  garden. .  And  we 
in  htm^  £ph*  il,  12.  At. that  time  ye  were  without  Chrifi,  iSeing  ,  , 
alien^firom  the  common- wealth  of  Ifrael,  and  fhnngers  from  the 
covenants  of  promifeft  having  no  hope,  and  without  (t<^  in  the  world* 

Of  ?•  Vwj^^?  odly. mifery  that  <ame  by  the  fall? 
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^.  Mo  ^  viffi  did  Mt  miy  lofe  oomnmlon  whh  Ood|  hit  &n 
wider  hSft  wrath  and  curfe }  £|^.  ii*  3»  And  were  by  nature  diikireii 
#f  wratbi  even  at  others^ 

0^4-  Doth  the  wrath  and  corfe  of  God  then  lie  on  allnen  i 

A.  It  lies  OB  all  the  unregenerate  ip  the  world  \  Gal.  iii,  lo.  Cnrf- 
#d  is  every  one  that  continuedi  not  in  all  tfaingd  which  are  iRrrittcn 
in  the  book  of  the  law,  to  do  them :  But  believers  are  delivered 
from  it  by  Chrift  \  i  Theff.  ].  lo.  Even  JefiK,  whkb  delivered  us 
from  the  wrAth  to  come. 

Q^c.  How  zn.  the  mifcHct  of  man  by  the  fill  divided? 

A*  They  are  divided  into  the  mifertes  of  this  world»  and  of  the 
world  to  come* 

Qj5.  What  are  the  miferies  that  come  on  them  hi  this  world  ? 

A.  The  miferies  of  life  \  as  ficknefs,  pain|  poverty  on  the  l^y ; 
feari  trouble,  forrow  on  the  mind^  and  at  hft  death  ttfelf  \  Rom.  ti. 
nit.  The  wages  of  fin  is  death.  '      \  <  I 

Q.  7    What  are  the  miferies  after  this  life  ? 
A^  Thepainsand  torments  of  hell  forever)  Plid.ix.  17.  The  wick- 
ed fliall  be  turned  into  hell. 

0^8.  What  are  the  torments  of  hell  ? 

A.  Pain  of  lofs,  and  pain  of  fenfe  \  Motth*  nv«  41.  Depart  boflft 
me,  ye  curfedi  Into  everlafVing  fire. 

Q.  9.  What  learn  you  £rotn  hence  ? 
-   A.  The  woful  ftate  of  the  unconverted  1  mifirrable  faere^  and  mi- 
ferable  to  eternity. 

(y^io..  What  cUe  learn  we  hence  ? 

j^The  great  falvation  believers  have  by  Chrtft  from  dijdnis  mi- 
fery ;  Heb.  11.  3.  How  ihall  we  efcape,  if  we  negle£t  fe  great  fidvstiont 
which  at  the  firft  began  to  be  fpoken  by  the  Lord,  and  was  confirm- 
ed unto  us  by  them  that  beard  him. 

i        Cfiht  Salvation  oJG^is  EUif^  and  cfthe  Ctmfumt  tfGraca 

Queft.  ao.  T\II)  God  leave  all  mankind  to  peri(h  in  the  efiate  of 
\  3  Sn  arid  mifcry  ? 

A,  God  having  out  of  his  mere  good  pleafurey  from  aU  Hirnkf^  ileBii 
fome  to  ever  In/ling  life^  did  enter  into  a  co-tenant  of  grace  ^  to  dHif^kr  th^em 
out  of  she  eflate  offm  and  mifery  ;  and  to  bring  tbetn  into  an  efiate  of^va* 
lion  by  d  Redeemer. 

Q,  I.  Are  feme  pcrfons  chofen  td  lalvation  and  others  left  ? 

aTTcs  :  God  hath  chofen  fome  to  falvation,  and  pafled  by  others ; 
as  the  Scriptures  fpcak  ;  See  Rom.  viii.  30.  Moreover,  whom  he  did 
pre deftinate,  them  he  alfo  called.  And  Jude  4.  For  there  ire  cdrtaifi 
men  crept  in  unawares,  who  were  before  of  old  ordained  to  tbk  con- 
demnation, ungodly  men,  Src. 

Q.  a.  Did  God  chufe  fome,  becaufe  he  forefaw  they  would  be  bet- 
ter tfian  others  f 

A,  No  :  God's  choice  was  not  on  foitfeen  workB»  but  mexdy  of 
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4»  Bsfffitim^ibi  JIgtmUfr  Od^h^.  %fs 

his  ^racei  and  gpod  pleaiure  of  his  will ;  Epb.  i*  $,  6.  Having  pre-  k 
defimaced  as  anto  w  adoption  of  children  l^  }e(u$  Chrift  to  himfelf^ 
according  to  the  good  pleafure  of  his  will,  to  the  praife  of  the  glorj 
of  his  grace. 

(^3.  Is  this  deftion  of  God  made  in  time,  and  that  according  at  ^ 
men  ulc  their  free-wiU,  or  {rom  eternity  ?  I 

J.  Election  is  an  eternal  a^  of  God  before  the  world  was,,  and  d^  > 
pends  nbi  on  roan's  ufing  hb  free-wdll ;  as  appears  from  Eph.  i.  4.  ' 
According  as  be  hath  choTen  us  in  him,  before  the  foundation  of  th^ 
woridi  that  we  Chottld  be  holy,  «id  without  blame  before  him  ia 
lore. 

Q.  4.  Shall  all  that  are  elcAed  be  called  and  laved  ?  I 

A.  Tes,  the  {cripture  is  fall  and  plain  for  it ;  Ads  xin.  48.  And 
when  the  Gentiles  heard  this,  they  were  ^kd,  and  glorified  the  woid 
of  the  Lord  \  and  as  many  as  were  ordained  to  eternal  life  believed* 
Rom.  viii.  30.  Moreover,  whom  he  did  predeftinate,  them  he  aUb 
called,  &c. 

Q. ;»  By  whom  are  the  elcA  faved  } 

A>  By  ChriA/ the  _pniy  Redeemo*}  Titus  iti.  41  5,  tf.  But  after 
that  the  Idndiiers  and  lovt  of  God  onir  Saviour  towards  man  appedkr* 
ed  not  by  works  of  i is;hteoofneis  which  we  have  done,  but  according 
to  his  mercy,  he  faved  us,  by  the  waflimg  of  regeneration,  and  renews 
ing  of  the  Holy  Ghofl:,  which  h^  flied  on  vn  abundantly  through 
Jefas  ChriA  our  Saviour. 

0^6.  Is  there  no  other  way  of  falvation  but  by  Chrift  ? 

A.  No;  no  other  wa^r  is  revealed  in  fcripcure  \  ACts  tv^  12.  Nei- 
ther is  there  ialvatioh  in  any  other ;  for  there  is  no  other  name  und^ 
haven  given  among  men,  whereby  we  muft  be  faved. 

(^7.  What  learn  you  from  God's  cleAion  ? 

A.  What  cauie  we  have  to  admire  Iree-grace  in  ourchoice,  who 
verc  no  Better  than  others;  £{^.  ii.  3.  And  were  by  natore  chUdreil 
of  wrath  even  as  others. 

(^8.  What  is  the  fccond  inftru^Hon  ? 

A.  it  teaches  us  humility ;  we  made  not  ourfelves  to  differ,  but  the 
^ree-grace  of  God  made  the  difference ;  i  Cor.  iv.  7.  For  who  maheth 
thee  todSer  from  another  ? 

(^9«  What  is  the  third  inftvujtion? 

A.  It  teadies  us  diligence  to  make  our  election  iure  to  ouHelves, 
bjrour  calfing  ;  2  Pet.  i.  10.  Wherefore  the  rather,  brethren,  give  d^ 
ligeoce  to  make  your  calling  and  eleftion  fure. 

Q^io.  What  is  the  fourth  inftroAion  ? 

A.  It  issnatter  of  comfort  to  God's  eleft,  amidft  all  dangert  in  th^ 
world;  2  Tien.  ii.  19.  Neverthelefs,  the  foundation  of  God  ftandtth 
hre»  haifingthisicai.  The  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  his. 
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Of  ih  C9VftUuU  4f  Grace. 

•  > 

Q»eft.  I.  irTtHATiirticcofcntmofgrtcc  ? 

VV  V-  1^  ^  >ic^  compa£l»  or  swreement)  made  witfi 
finnerS}  oat  6f  thert  grsice,  wherein  God  proEnnefh  to  be  our  Ood| 
J9^A  tHat  we  ihaft  be'  his  people^  and  to  give  everbfting  life  to  all 
that  bdiere  in  Chftft  ;  Jer.  xxti.  33  But  thte  fliall  be  the  covenant 
that  I  wni  make  with  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  after  tboTe  daya,  fiuth  the 
JiOrdt  I  win  put  my  law  in  their  inward  parts,  and  wrke  it  in  their 
Ixeartiy  a<id  wilt  be  their  God,  and  they  (ball  be  my  people. 

Qj^«.  Ho#  doththb  covenant  dtfier  from  the  covenant  of  works  f 
'  jti  TheyldiSer  many  trays ;  but  principally  in  three  thin^.  ^^f 
/Fb<J^venant  of  worb  had  no  Mediatory  the  covenant  of gnce 
]ia9i~a  Mediator ;  Heb.  jni.  24.  And  to  Jefus  the  Mediator  of  the 
Htw  covenants  Seconih^  In  the  former,  no  pkce  was  found  for  re- 
pentance i  111  x^tjkc&hd,  dod  admits  it  \  Heb.  viiL  10.  For  this  tsthe 
covenant  that  l  w3I  make  with  the  Ii6afe  of  Ifracl,  afker  ihnSt  days, 
fdth  the  Lordi  I  wiB  pot  Aiy  kws  in  their  minds^  and  write  them  in 
their  hearts,  and  1  wiH  be  to  them  a  Cod,  and  they  IhaU  be  to  me  a 
peoples  ver.  11.  For  I  wiUbediiefctfultothefa'uiiri^Uteoiifii^  and 
.  their  fins  will  I  remembef  no  more.  Thirdly^  In  their  conditim^  the 
fmner  requires  exaft  obedience  \  tho  httec  fidth  and  fiticere  obedi- 
ence ;lAark  zvL  i6n  He  that  beKeveth,  and  b  baptizedi  ftall  be 
&ved. 

Q^.  May  a  finner  that  hath  do  worthmefi  at  idl  of  his  Cmn,  be 
triben  into  the  covenant  of  grace  / 

J.  Tes,he  may,  Ifa.  zliii.  25.  Ij  even  I,  am«hetbat  blottethoot 
thy  tranigreffions  for  mine  own  fake,  and  will  not  remember  thy  Cns^ 
This  covenant  is  not  of  works,  but  of  grace,  Rom.  xi.  6.  Aikl  if  by 
mce,  then  it  is  no  more  of  w<Nrks,  otberwife  grace  is  no  more  grace. 
But  if  it  be  of  works,  then  it  is  no  more  grace,  otherwife  work  is  ne 
more  work. 

0^4.  Is  this  covenant  changeable,  or  an  unchangeable  covenant  ? 

A.  No,  it  is  not  changeable,  but  everkfting  and  unchangeable 
fer  ever)  Ifa.  liv.  10.  For  the  mountains  ihali  depart,  and  the  hills 
be  removed,  but  my  kindoefs  fhaK  not  depart  from  thee,  neither  ihall 
the  covenant  of  my  peace  be  removed,  faith  the  Xord,  that  hath  mer* 
cy  on  thee. 

0^5.  What  are  the  principal  things  beflowed  in  this  covenant  ? 

j9.  God  himfe1f>  and  in  and  with  him  pardon  and  falvation  >  Jcf* 
)axi.  33*  I  win  be  their  God,  and  they  fliall  be  my  people. 

Q^  6.  Can  no  fin  be  forgiven  out  of  this  covenant  ? 

jI,  No,  God  pardons  none  out  of  this  covenant  %  Jditt  iii«  18. 
But  he  that  believeth  not  is  condemned  already. 

O*  7.  What  is  the  firft  inftruAmn  hence  i 

^.  HuinUtd  and  believing  finntrs  have  finplar  fopportt  frM  tbift 
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txiw  coveiianti  i  Jobaii.  ^2   I  write  anto  jou,  little  cfaiUftti,' be-\ 
caufe  your  fins  ^e  forgiven  you  for  h^  name^s  fake. 

Q;^.  What  is  the  fedond  in(fali£tipii  firtfun  lieQCft? 

.^0*hat  ii  Is  ffie  great  coocern  of  all  men  to  exanoiine  whedier  tl&ey  5 
be  in  tlii$  cbyf  nant  oi^  no;  a  Cor.  liii«  5.  Examine  yoarielvesi  who-  1 
tHeTfe  be  in  the  fklth ;  prove  yodr  ownfelvea;  know  ye  iiot  yoor 
ownieives,  ho^  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  in  yoQ,  except  ye  be  reprobates  i 

Qi.9-  WbatXsjJic  third  inftmaion  ? 

A*  See  here  the  miferable  i(iate  of  tbe  wicjced,  which  have  np,  intfr^  4, 
reft  in  it :  f  fahn  !•  16.  But  unto  the  wicked  God  faith,  What  baft  f 
thou  to  detTare.my  ftatutes,  or  that  thou  (houldft  take  my  covenant 
in  thy  motith  ? 

0.  10.  What  is  Jhe  Uft  inftruflion  ? 

A*  That  Chriftians  are  obliged  to  walk  aa  people  in  cov«fhant  with  J. 
God ;  I  Pee.  lit  9.  But  ye  are  a  chofen  generatiooi  a  royal  pirieftl^podt  | 
an  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people,  that  ye  Ihonld  fliew  forth  the  prauGet  ; 
of  him  who  hath  called  you  oat  of  darknefs  into  his  marfcllous  light. 

Of  tie  ofiij  ked^emer* 

Qscft-  3^  /tTTHp  &th<f  Redeemer  of  Ctod^s  eleft  ? 


^^      k.TLbfdvIiideefttit^Go^seUSu  the  Lordly 
JUS  Chrj/l^  who^  hti^g  tie  it^nal  SmofGodf  became  ma^  andfo  mu,  0td 
mtmueth^  be  Chd  and  num^  in  tvfo  di/Hnil  natures,  and  erte  per/on  fir 

tver» 

Q^i.  "ViThat  doth  the  riWcR^  fignify? 

A.  It  fignifies  one  that  £rees  another  out  of  captivity  and  bondaae^ 
as  pffift  did  us ;  Matth.  u^  28.  And  to  give  his  life  a  ranfom  tor 

many. 

(<^a.  What  was  the  nfifciy  from  wbidx  Chrift  dcH^ 
A.  Ajtwdfcld  ipifcry,  viz.  Siirand  hell. .  _  JPirfi,  Sin  1  Matth*  i.  a  i. 
Thou  Ihalt  call  his  name  Jesus,  for  he  iObaU  favc  his  people  from 
their  &QS,     Seamdlj^,  HcU  j  i  Tbeff.  i.  lo.  Even  Jcfus,  who  deUver- 
td  us  fimi_tbe  wrath  to  conae. 
Q73.  How  did  Chrift  deliver  05  from  this  mifery?  / 

'^'y/'^^rJ^f  V^^^x    Seepnd/y,  By  power.    By  price;  i  Pet.  L  18, 
^9;  Yc  are  libt  redeemed  with  filvcr  and  gold  from  your  vain  center- 
w  *^*  T'^*^^^  ^^  J^'aditipn  from  your  fathers  ;  but  with  the  ptedous 
blood  of  Chrift,  as  of  a  lamb  without  blemifh,  and  without  fpot.     By 
P®Jf«U.>Col.  i.  13.   Who  hath  delivered  us  from  the  power  of  dark- 
ocis,  and  hath  tranflatcd  us  into  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  Son. 
C^.  4-  When  was  the  redemption  wrought  by  Chrift  ? 
A.  It  was  dto-eed  from  eternity  $  it  was  aftually  wrought  on  the  . 
^hi  Col.  K    20.  And  (having  made  peace   through  the    blood 
«iu$  crofs)  by  him  to  reconcile  all  things  unto  himfclf,  by  him^  I 
'V»  whether  they  be  things  in  earth,  or  things  in  heaven. 
^^:.S«  How  d)e»coukl  they  be  redeemed  that  died  before  ?  . 
Vol,  YL Z 
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I       A.  Though  Chrift's  blood  was  aftuaDy  Oied  after  the  Old  Tefta- 

fmcilt  believers  died  5  yet  the  Virtiie  oT  Chrift's  death  extends  to  themi 
as  well  as  us  5  Heb.  xi.  39,  40.  And  t\icic  all,  having  obtained  a 
good  report  through  faith,  received  not  the  promife,  God  having  pro- 
Tided  fomc  better  things  for  us,  that  they  without  us  fhoold  not  be 
madcperfed. 

Q^  6.  Why  would  not  God  deliver  us  without  fuch  a  Redeemer  ? 
A,  Becauie  it  was  not  fo  much  for  the  honour  of  hisjuftxccrK.***^* 
Hi.  25,  25.  Whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  through 
/  Ciith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs  for  the  reroiffipo.of  fins 
Cl  Aatarepafty  through  the  forbearance  of  God.  To  declare,  I^fay,  at 
\  this  time,  his  righteoufnefs,  that  he  might  be  juft,  and  the  juTfificr  of 
'   him  that  believeth  in  jefus. 

0^7.  What  is  the  firft  inftruftion  from  hence  ? 
I    ^  A.  That  all  that  are  out  of  Chrift  are  in  a  miferable  bondage  and 
9  cagtivity ;  John  viii.  36.  If  the  Son  therefore  fliall  make  you  free, 
ye  iball  be  free  indeed. 

0^8.  What  is  the  fccond  ittftniaion  ? 
f       A*  Hence  fee  the  heinous  nature  of  fin,  whicli  required  fuch  a 
)  price  to  fatisfy  for  it }  i  Pet.  L  18,  19.  We  were  not  redeemed  with 
^  corruptible  things,  as  filvei  and  goM,  but  with  the  precious  blood  of 

Chrift,  as  of  a  lamb  without  blemiOi,  and  without  fpot. 
/       Qi9'  What  b  the  third  inftruftion  from  hence  ? 
A       A*  The  wonderful  love  of  Chrift  in  redeeming  us  at  fuch  a  rate ; 
.    Rev.  i.  5,  Who  loved  us7  and  waflied  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own 

blood.  - 

5        Q^  10.  Whatisthelaftinftruftion? 

i  •  A.  This  ftrongly  obligeth  us^o  an  univerfal  holinefe  ;  i  Cor.  vi. 
ao.  For  ye  are  bought  with  a  price ;  therefore  glorify  God  in  your 
bodyi  and  in  your  fpirit,  which  are  God's. 

Of  ChriJPs  Incttrnaiion. 
.     Queft.  22.  TTOW  did  Chrift,  being  the  Son  of  God,  become 

JljL  ™^? 

A.  Chrt/l  the  Son  of  God  became  man  by  taking  to  himfelf  a  true  iodjt 
and  a  rea/onable/oui,  being  conceiwdby  the  power  of  the  Holy  Gb^  in  the 
fvomb  of  the  Virgin  Mary^  and  born  of  her ^  yet  without  Jin, 
Q^  I.  Who  is  the  o^jly  Redeemer  of  God's  eleS  i 
A,  The  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  thcw  only  Redeemer,  and  there  is 
no  other  Redeemer  befides  him  \  Ads  iv.  12.  Neither  is  there  falva- 
don  in  any  other  -,  for  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven  given 
among  men,  whereby  we  muft  be  faved. 
J       0^2.  How  is  he  the  Son  of  God,  or  can  be,  as  no  other  is  fo  ? 
^^     A*  He  is  the  Son  of  God  by  nature,  from  all  eternity,  and  fo  no 
angel  or  faint  is  1  Heb.  i.  5.  For  unto  which  of  the  angels  iaid  he  at 
any  tUne,  Thoa  art  my  Son,  tbi$  .day  have  I  begotten  thee  i 
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I         0^3,  Why  was  it  neceflary  he  Ihould  become  man  ?  ^ 

A.  That  he  might  be  capable  to  fuffer  death  in  our  room;  Heb.  > 
ii«  151  16)  17.  For  verily  he  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels^  < 
but  he  took  on  him  the  feed  of  Abraham  \  wherefore  in  all  things  it    ' 
behoved  him  to  be  made  like  unto  his  brethren,  that  he  might  be  a 
merciful  and  faithful  high  prieft,  in  things  pertaining  to  Qod»  to  0»fce 
reconciliation  for  the  fins  of  the  people. 
(^4.  Wlw  muft  the  Redejejner  be  God  as^well  as  man  ? 
A.  Becaule  the  blood  \ 

M&\  A£ls  XX.  2S.  t^eed  thechurch  of  Cod^  which  he  hath  purchaifed 
witfi  his  own  blood* 
(^5.  Do  thefe  two  natures  make  two  perfons  ?  \ 

A,  No,  the  human  nature  is  united  to  the  fecond  perfon^  and  fub-  J 
Ms  in  union  with  It  i  John  !•  14    And  the  word  was  made  flelhy 
and  dwelt  among  us,  and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  gbry  as  of  the  on- 
ly begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and  truth.  \ 
Q.  6.  WsttjAcjiniqn  qnljfor^a  time  ? 

A.  No,  it  opndnues  and  abides  for  ever  j  Heb.  vii.  24.  But  this 
man,  becaule  Ke  continueth  ever,  hath  an  unchangeable  prieflhood. 
Q^  7.  What  is  the  firil  inftru^on  from  hence  ?  •  i 

A.  Hence  we'lcarn  the  tranlcendent  love  of  God  to  poor  finners  ( 
John  iii.Kn"t?6(nb  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  Eis  only  begotten 
Soni  that  whofoever  believeth  on  him  ihould  not  periih^  but  have 
cverlafliM  life. 
(^8.  What  is  the  fecond  inftruAion  ? 

A.  Hence" we  learn  tEe^  matchleJs  love  of  Ghrift,  that  he  (houUi 
(loop  to^ch  a  condition  for  us  \  2  Cor.  viii.  9.  For  ye  know  the  grace 
orourTord  Jefiis  Chrift,  that  though  he  was  r>ch,  yet  for  your  fakes 
he  became  poor,  that  ye  through  his  poverty  might  be  made  rich.  Q 

Q.  9.   What  is  the  third  inllruAion  i 

A.  That  tEe  greateft  fins  are  capable  of  remilEon  to  believers  | 
John  u  29rr3^ehold  the  Lamb  of  God  which  taketh  away  the  fins  of 
the  world. 
Q;  10.  What  is  the  fourth  inftruftion  i 

A.  That  thofe  that  be  in  Chrifi  need  hot.  fear  the  denial  or  want 
of  any  other  merc^i  1R.om.  viii.  32.  He  thatfpared  not  his  own  Son» 
but  dellverecf  hmi  up  for  us  all  j  how  (hall  he  not  with  him  alfp  firee- 
ly  give  us  all  things? 
Q .  1 1 .  Whatjs  the  fifth  inftruaion  ? 

A.  Hence  we  learn  how  impious  it  is  to  afcribe  any  part  of  the  gl«- 
ry  of  redaSjplibn  to  any  other  befidea  Chrift.  ^ 
Q.  i'2.  What  is  the  fixth  inftru£tion  I 

A.  This  teaches  us  tKe  miferable  condition  of  all  that  are  out  of 
Chrift,  and  the  necefiity  of  their  daqmationi  he  being  the  only  Re 
decmer. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i6o  An  Expo/bun  of  tig  AJJtiMjs  Catecbifm* 

Of  the  Afanfi^  <f  CMf^  fyofntathn. 
<      Queft.  X.  T'TTAS  Chrift's  incarnation  a  voluntary  aft  in  bim  i 
Cy--  VV    '^*  ^^>  *^  ^^ »  ^^^  though  he  had  a  cominan4 

^      to  die  for  usy  John  z.  i8   No  man  taketh  it  from  me,  but  |  lay  it 
down  of  mTfelf }  I  have  power  to  lay  it  down«  and  I  have  power  to 
.^,   take  it  a^ain.     Tet  he  tame  willingly ;  Pfalm  xL  6,  7.  Sa<:rifice  a^d 
ofiering  thou  didf(  not  defire>  mine  ears  haft  thou  opened  }  burntr 
offerings  and  fin  offerings  haft  thou  not  required  \  lo,  I  come ;  in 
the  vohime  of  thy  bocdc,  it  is  written  of  me.    Ver,  8.  I  delight  to 
dcf  thy  willf  O  my  God»  yea>  thv  law  is  within  my  heart. 
Q^a    Was  the  body  ofChrift  a  real  and  true  human  body  ? 
^ '     A.  Ye$«  it  was  a  true  and  real  body,  not  the  appearance  and  fliape 
of  a  body  only  \  Luke  xxv.  38.  And  he  faid  unto  them>  Why  are  yc 
troubled,  and  why  do  thoughts  arife  in  your  hearts  ?    Ver.  39.  Be- 
hold my  hands,  and  my  fe^t,  that  it  is  I  myfelf  j  handle  me,  and  fee, 
for  a  fpirit  hath  not  flefh  and  hones  as  ypu  fe^  mc  have, 
r        Q;^3'  Had  he  a  true  human  ibul  as  well  as  a  body  ? 
^  '     A.  Yes,  lie  had  a  real  human  foul  alfo,  and  alt  the  natural  faculties 
and  powers  thereof}  Matth.  xxvi.  38.  ThcQ  f^ith  be  unto  t&m,^y 
ibul  is  exceeding  ibrrowiful,  even  unto  des^th. 
\  '     0^4^  Was  he  then  in  all  refpefts  like  to  otb^  tnen  ? 

A,  No,  his  conception  was  not  like  others  i  Ifa.  vii.  14.  Behold, 
a  Virgin  Itis^l  conceive  and  bear  a  Son,  and  (hall  call  his  name  Ema- 
ifUEL.  And  he  h^  no  fin  in  him  as  others  have ;  Heb.  vii.  2tf.  For 
'fiich  an  High  Prieft  ^came  V&%  who  is  hply^  harmlefs,  undefiled,  fe- 
parate  from  finners. 
'    Ql5*  ^^^  Chrift  put  off  the  human  nature  at  his  aicen^oh  ? 

A^  No,  he  did  not,  but  carried  it  up  to  glory,  and  now  is. ill ^^ 
nature  in  heaven  1  i  Tim.  iii.  16.  Received  up  into  ^lory. 
(X  6.  Why  did  he  aflume  our  nature  ? 
)        ilt^That  he  might  die  m  it  for  our  falvatlon  }  Heb.  ii.  15.  And 
deUvcr  them,  who  through  f?^  of  death  were  all  their  ^fetime  fub^ 
jeA  to  bondage. 

0^7.  Why  did  he  rife  i|i  it  after  death  ? 
i^.  He  railed  it  from  the  dead  for  your  juftification  ;  Rom.  iv.  25^ 
Who  wais  delivered  for  our  offences,  and  was  raifed  again  for  our  juft 
tificatlon, 

Q.  8.  Why  did  hc  afccnd  in  our  nature  into  heaven  ? 
(     ^   ^.  To  be  a  Mediator  of  interceffion  in  our  nature  \  Hcb.  vii.  2  J, 
Wherefore  he  is  able  alfo  to  fave  them  to  the  uttermoft  that  come  un^ 
to  God  by  him,  feeing  he  everliveth  to  makeintercefiiDD  for  them. 
Q.  9.  What  is  the  firft  inftruAion  from  hence  ? 
I        u^That  the  body  of  Chrift  is  not  every  where,  but  b  contained 
in  heaven  \  Afts  iii.  ai.  Whom  the  heaven  muft  Tcceive,  until  tbc 
^mes  of  reftitution  of  all  things. 
.     (^to.  What  b  th^  fecond  inftru^on  ? 
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A.  That  Chrift  is  full  of  tctider  compafBons  to  his  people's  infiiv  / 
mitles;  HeBViv,  15.  For  we  have  not  an  high  prieft  which  cannot  \ 
be  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities^  but  was  iq  all  points  '/ 
tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  fin. 

Qyii*  What  is  the  third  in ftruftion  ?  I 

A»  That  frreat  ahTadmTrafele*  is  the  glory  defigncd  for  the  bodies  of  ^ 
believers^i  l^hil.  lii.  21.   Who  (hall  change  your  vile  bodies,  that  it 
may  be  fafhioned  like  unto  his  glorious  bodv,  according  to  the  work- 
ing whereby  he  is  able  even  to  fubdue  all  things\into  hunfelf. 

Q.  12.    VVhat  is^  the  laft  inftruftion  ? 

A.  That  the  bodiiy  eyes  6f  believers  after  the  reforreftioni  fluU  h 
fee  Chrift  ui "glory  >  Joh  xii.  26,  27.  And  though  after  my  Ikill  1 
worms' deftroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  flcfti  Chali  I  lee  God,  wtiom  I 
fluU  fi;e  for  myfelfi  and  mine  eyes  diall  behold,  and  not  another. 

Cf  Chri/Fs  Offices. 
Qacft.  ZZ.  "W'TTHAT  oflfccs  doth  Chrift  exectite  as  our  Redeem-    . 

A.  Chrift^  gj  our  Redeemer ^  doth  execute  the  office  of  a  prophet^ 
rf,^  iD^juIs?i^^.ii  f^^l^i^^^  '«  ^^J"  iflo^^.  of  humiliation  and  ex(d» 
tation, 

Q^  I.  Wuat  arc  the  ftates  and  conditions  of  our  Redeemer? 

A;  ChrifVrfiates  are  twofold  i  namely,  his  ftate  of  humfliatioB^.  > 
andk&lStCQfexaltatiorii  Phil.  ii.  8,  9.  And  being  found  in  falhion 
as  a  man,  he  humbled  himfelf»  and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even 
the  death  of  the  crofs :  Wherefore  God  alfo  hath  highly  exalted  himt 
and  given  him  a  name  above  every  name, 
^     Q^  2.  How  many  offices  belong  to  Chrift  in  thefe  ftates  f  '    ^ 

A.  Chrift  hatlTathrcefoBoiHcei  namely,  of  a  prophet,  of  a  prieft,  \ 
and  of  a  king.' | 

(^  3.  Why  doth  Chrift  take  all  thefe  three  offices  f  ,  \ 

A,  Becaufe  the^,  are  all  neceffary  for  our  falvation,  and  we  have  / 
Ac^henefi'oFtlTem  all}  i  Cor.  i.  30.     Who  of  God  Js  made  unto 
us  wifdom,  and  righteoufnefs,  and  fanftlfication,  and  redemption. 

(^4.  Can  no  man  take  Chrift  in  ope  office,  and  not  in  another  ? 

A^  No ;  whoever  will  have  the  benefit  of  any  one,  muft  receive 
*^ni  in  all|  A2]ts  vi  31,  Him  hath  God  exalted  with  his  right  hand 
to  be  a  Prince,  and  a  Saviour,  for  to  give  repentance  unto  Ilirael>  and 
forgiycnefsoiffius, 

Q^  5^  Wh^t  rcipcft  have  the  offices  of  Chrift  to  the  promifes  ? 

-4.  The  promifes  ,flow,out  of  them  as  out  of  their  fountain;  2 
Cw\  i.  20.  For  all  the  promlfcs  of  God  in  him,  are  yea,  and  in  him^ 
Amen.    .    ' 

(^  6.  .What  promifcs  flow  out  of  the  prophetical  office  ? 

^.  All  promiJes  of  ilium Ihation,  guidance,  and  direftion  flow  out 
rf  Chrift*s  prophetical  office  ? 

Q^  7.  What  promif^  flpw  QUt  of  the  prieftly  office  ? 
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A,  AH  the  promifcs  of  a  pardon  and  peace  flpv  out  of  it. 
j        Q^  8.  WBat  promifes  ffow  out  of  the  kinglj  office  ? 
f        A*  All  the  promifes  of  defence,  protcftion,  an4  dcliver^ccs. 
;         Qi,  9-  ^hat  1$  the  firft  inftruftion  ? 

A,  Hence  we  learn  the  completenefi  of  Chrift  for  all  the  wants  of 
W» people }.  Col.ll.  10.     And  ye  are  complete  in  hiip. 

Q^  10.  What  IS  the  fecond  in(lniAion  ? 

A^  Hence  we  learn  the  folly  and  mifery  of  all  thole  hypocrites  that 
dofc  panttlty  with  Chrill. 

Q^  1 1 .  What  is  the  third  inftniftion  •, 

A.  Hence  we  learn  the  Angular  dignity  of  the  Lord  Jefus :  None 
.   €ver  having  had  all  thofe  offices  but  Chrift. 
i       Q^  rx:  What  is  the  laft  inftruaion  ? 
/       A*  That  faith  is  a  codiderate  a£t ;  and  requires  much  deliberation. 

Of  Chrt/Fs  Prophetical  Office. 

.Qoeft,24.  TTOW  doth  Chrift  execute  the  office  of  a  pic- 

^  .      A*  Cbrifl  exicuietb  the  office  ^  a  prophet^  in  revealing  to  m  tybis 

(V  fvorj  and  Spirit,  thewillofGodforour/aivation, 

^        Qi  1.  What  doth  ChrilVs  prophetical  office  imply  ? 

^*  It  implies  man's  natural  blindnefs  and  ignorance ;    i  Cor.  il. 
,  14^    But  tne  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of 
God«  for  they  are  fooliflinefs  unto  him  i   neither  can  he  know  themi 
becaufe  they  are  fpiritually  difcemed. 
f        Q;^2.  What  clfe  doth  it  imply? 

{\       A.  That  Chrift  is  the  original  and  fountain  of  all  that  light  which 
^    guides  US  to  ialvation  i  2  Cor.  iv.  6,  7.    For  God  who  commanded 
the  light  to  (hine  out  of  darknefs>  hath  fliined  in  our  hearts^  to  give 
the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jefus 
Chrift. 
I       (^3.  How  doth  Chrift  teach  men  the  will  of  God  f 
,'. ;     A*  He  doth  it  by  external  revelation  of  it ;  A£b  iii.  22.     For  Mo- 
fes  truly  faid  to  the  fathers^  A  prophet  (hall  the  Lord  your  God  raife 
up  unto  you  of  your  brethren,  like  unto  me,  him  fliall  ye  hear  in  all 
things,  whatfoever  he  fliall  fay  unto  you.     And  by  internal  illumina- 
tion; Luke  xxiv.  45.  Then  opened  he  their  underftanding,  that  they 
might  underfiand  the  fcripture. 

Q^  What  need  then  of  man's  miniftry  ? 

A.  Very  much ;  for  Chrift  hath  inftitued  minifters  as  inftruments, 
.  by  whom  he  will  teach  us  j  £ph.  iv.  1 1|  I2.  And  he  gave  fome  2r 
poftl^Si  and  fome  prophets,  and  fome  -evangelifts,  and  lome  paftors, 
and  teachers,  for  the  perfe£king  of  the  faints,  for  the  work  of  the  mi- 
tiiftry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Chrift.  A£b  xxvi.  18.  To  open 
their  eyes,  and  to  turn  them  from  darkneis  to  light,  .and  from  the 
power  of  Satan  unto  God,  that  they  may  receive  forgiveneft  of  fins. 
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Q.  5.  Can  no  man  favingly  know  the  will  of  God  without  the  \ 
teachings  of  Chrift?  ^^*.- 

A,  No;  though  common  knowledge  may  be  obtained  in  a  natural  '| 
way,  ^et  not  (aving;  Matth.  xi.  25.     At  that  time  Jcfus  anfwered, 
andfard,  I  thank  thee,  O  Father^  Lord  of  heaven  and  eiartfai  becaufe' 
thou  haft  hid  thefe  things  from  the  wife  and  pmdentj  and  haft  reveal- 
ed them  onto  babes. 

Q.  (J.-  How  appears  it  that  Chrift  is  appointed  to  this  office  ?         *  J 

A.  We  have  the  written  word  for  it ;   Afts  iii.  2a.  For  Mofes  tnily    j 
faid  unto'  the'latHerSi  A  prophet  fhall  the  Lord  your  God  raife  up. 
unto  you  of  your  brethren,  like  unto  me,  him  flball  ye  hear  in  aU 
things,  whatfoever  he  (hall  fay  unto  you. 

q1  7.  What  is  the  firft  inftruftion  from  hence  ?  4 

A.  None  need  be  difcouraged  at  their  natural  weaknefs,  if  Chrift:  / 
bctheirteacherjTffatth.'xi.  25.  Ai  that  time  Jefus  anfwered  and 
fiidil^tKaht'tliec^O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  "becaufe  thou 
haft  hid  thefe  things  from  the  wife  and  prudent,  and  haft  revealed 
them  unto  babes.  Ffalm  zix.  7.  The  teftimonies  of  the  Lord  are 
fure,  making  wife  the  fimple. 

Q.  8.  T^at  is  the  fecond  inftruftion  ? 

yf.  That  it  is  a  dreadful  judgment  to  be  fpiritually  blinded  under  1 
the  gofpel)^  2  Cor.  iv.  3, 4.  But  if  our  gofpel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  them  J 
that  are  loft ;  in  whom  the  god  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  ' 
of  them  which  believe  not,  left  the  light  of  the  glorious  goipel  of  \ 
Chrift,  who  Is  the  image  of  God,  fliould.fliine  unto  them. 

Q.  $r."^WKaljs  the  third  inftiTiftion  ? 

A.  That  pMiycr  is  the  beft  expedient  to  obtain  faving  knowledge ;   | 
James  i.  "5.  Ttany  of  you  lack  wifdom,  let  him  aik  of  Gcid,  that. 
giveth  to  all  men  liberally,  and  upbraideth  not;  and  it  (hall  be  given 
him. 

Q^  ID.  What  is  the  laft  inftruftion  ? 

/f-  Learn  hence  the  tranfcendent  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  0 
Chrift  above  all  otherTcnowledge  >  Phil  iii.  8.     Yea,  doubtlefs,,  I    • 
count  all  things  but  i6(s,  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift 
Jcfus  my  Lord. 

Of  Chri/Fs  Prieflbood. 

Qucft.25.  TTQW  doth  Chrift  execute  the  office  of  a  pricft?,    • 

^  ,  JLX      "^'  ^^f^ff  e9sectsteth  the  office  of  a  prieft^  in  his  once 

wring  upj[jnmfelfafacrifice  tofatisfy  divine  jufiice^  and  reconcile  us  to    ' 
Gci,  and jn  mating  continual  intercejjion  for  us, 

C^  I.  "What  is  the  priefthood  of  Chrift  \n  general  ? 

A.  It  is  his  expiation  of  our  fins  by  thtf  facrifice  of  himfelf,  and  ob-   : 
tjining  God's  fivour  for  us  J  Col.  i.  2b.  And  (having  made  peace 
throQgh  the  blood  of  his  crofs)  by  him  to  reconcile  all  things  unto 
nwafelf  i  by  him,  I  fay,  whether  they  be  things  in  earth,  or  things  in 
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Q^  2.  What  are  the  parts  of  Chrift'spricftly  office  ? 
^7'''     A.  It  hath  two  parts.     B'^rjl^  Obfation,  or  offering  of  himfclf; 
Heb.  ix.  14.  How  xhuch  more  (hall  the  blood  of  Chrifty  who  through 
the  eternal  Spirit  offered  himfelf  without  fpot   to  CJod,  purge  your 
confciences  froaa  dead  worksi  to  ferve  the  living  God  i   Sec^ndly^  In- 
,-  terceffion  for  lis  ;  Heb.  vii.  25.     Wherefore  he  is  able  alfo  to  fave 
^^    them  to  the  uttermon:,  that  come  unto  God  bj  him,  feeing  he  ever 
liTcth  to  make  interceiEon  for  them. 
.^^     Ql  3-  ^bat  is  the  end  of  Chrift's  oblation  ? 
-  ^'"f       -A  The  end  of  it,  as  to  God,  was  to  fatisfj  his  inccnfed  jufticc; 
ftom.  ill.  25.  Whom  God  hath  fet  ^orth  to  be  a  propitiation,  through 
feith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteoufneTs  ibr  the  remiilion  of  fins 
that  are  paft,  through  the  forbearance  of  God.     And  as  to  men,  to 
^  /''put  awaj  their  finsj  Heb.  ix.  26.     for  then  rouft  he  often  have  fuf* 
fered~lince^  the  foundation  of  the  world ;  but  now  once  in  the  end 
of  the  worldj  hath  he  appeared  to  put  away  fin  by  the  facri6ce  of 
himfelf. 

Q.  4.  What  IS  the  firft  difference  between  Chrift  and  other  prie.1s? 

. ^*/      A»  Other  priefts  offered  the  blood  of  hearts;  Chrift  his  own hlood ; 

Heb.  ix.  1 2.  Neither  by  the  blood  of  goats  and  calves,  but  by  bis  own 

blood,  he  entered  once  kito  the  holy  place>   having  bbtaincd  eternal 

redemption  for  us, 

Q^  5.  What  is  the  fecorid  difference  ? 

A.  They  offered  many  facrifices}  Chrift  perfeAed  all  by  qnjo^- 
ingi  Heb.  x.  14.  I^or  by  one  offering  he  hath  perfeded  for  ever  them 
that  are  fan£tified. 

Q^  6.  What  was  the  facrifict  Chrift  offered  to  God  > 

A*  His  body ;  Heb,  x.  lo.  6/  the  which  will  we  are  fanAified, 
through  the  offering  of  the  body  of  Jefus  Chrift  once  for  all.  And 
his  foul;  Ifa.  liii.  10.  When  thou  ihalt  make  his  foui  an  offering 
for  fin. 

Q^  7.  Whence  is  the  efficacy  of  this  facrifice  ? 

A*  From  the  divine  Perfon  to  whom  that  foul  and  body^^fJUiUU^" 
eJ  ;  AAs  XV.  28.  Feed  the  church  of  God,  which  he  hath  pHrchaf* 
td  with  his  own  blood. 

Q^  8.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 

A*  That  Seiievers  are  difcharged  by  Chrift  from  all  their  fins  and 
debts  ;  A£ts  xi!i.  39.  And  by  him,  all  that  believe  are  juftified  from 
all  things. 

Q^  9.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  ? 

j1.  That  it  is  a  fearful  thing  to  tall  hto  the  hands  of  an  abfolutc 
God  ;  Luke  xxiii.  3 1 .  For  if  they  do  theie  things  in  a  green  trce» 
what  {ball  be  done  in  the  dry  ? 

Q^  TO.  What  is  the  third  inference  ? 

^.  That  it  is  impoffible  for  man  to  fatisfy  God  for  his  own  fins ; 
•  Pfal.  cxxx.  3.  If  thou,  Lord,  fiiouldeft  mark  iniquiti«St  0  Lord|  who 
(haUftand?. 
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(y  II.  What  is  the  laft  inference  ?     -  1 

A.  That  thcXJEfffflari  rcTij^on  pnlj  fettles  the  confcicnce  m  peaces  i 
Hcb.  ix.  14.  How  much  more  Ihall  the  blood  oifChrift,  who  through 
the  eternal  Spirit  ofibred  himfelf  without  fpot  to  God,  purge  your 
coDfciences  from  dead  works  to  (enre  the  living  God? 

Of  Chrijfs  Kingly  Office.  ^ 

Qwft.  26.  T  TOW  doth  Chrift  execute  the  office  of  a  kmg  ?  . 

.  JljL  a.  ChriB  executeth  the  office  o/q  Ung^  in  fubduing  | 
iu  to  himfdf^  in  ruUng  and  defending  uSy  and  in  reflraining  and  conquering  j 
aO Si anaSSr  enemies. 

Q^  !•  •  How  manifold  is  Chrift*s  kingdom  ? 

J.  Twofold.  Fit^y  Internal  in  men*s  fouls  j  Luke  xvii,  21.  Be- 
hoM,  thcfklhgddm  of  God  Ts  within  you.  Secondly^  External,  over 
i\\  the  world }  Eph.  i.  22.  And  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet, 
and  gave  htm  to  be  Head  over  all  things  to  the  church.^ 

0^2.  What  b  the  end  of  Chrift's  prpvidential  kingdom?  p 

A.  The  good  and  falvation  of  the  church;  John  xviL  a.  As  thoa  ^ 
haft  given^m  power  over  all  fle(bi  that  he  Oiould  give  eternal £fe  to 
as  many  as  thou  haft  given  him. 

Q^  3.  Wherein  doth  he  exercife  his  kingly  power  ?  .    ^ 

A»  In  rcftraining  his,  and  his  people's  enemies ;  Ffalm  Ixxvi.  io«    ' 
Surely  the  wrath  oi  man  (hall  praife  thee ;    the  remainder  of  wratb 
ikalt  thou  reftrain. 

(^  4;  How  elfe  is  it  ex^ciled  ? 

A.  In  proteAing  his  church  amidft  all  enemies  i  Exod.  iiu.3*  And    f 
MoTe^  fafdy  I  will  now  turn  ailde^  an^  fee  this  great  fight,  why  the 
bulh  is  not  burnt. 

i:^  5.  What  inftrumcnts  doth,  Chrift  ufe  ?  . 

A.  Aheckareminiftringipiritstohim}  Heb.  i.  14.  Are.theynotall  l- 
tmniftring  ipfrits,  fent  forth  to  minifter  for  them  who  fhall  be  heirs  o£ 
falvation  ?  And  men>  yea,  the  worft  of  men ;  Rev.  xii.  16.  And  the 
earth  helped  the  woman,  and  the  earth  opened  her  mouthy  and  fwal- 
lowed  up  the  flood  which  the  dragon  caft  out  of  his  month. 

Q^  6.  In  what  manner  doth  Chrift  rule  the  world  ? 

A,  if  fapTfrmc^^wcr ;  Rev.  xix.  16.  He  hath  on  his  vefture,  and 
OD  his  thjgh  a  name  written.  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords.  And 
perfeft  wiiHomj  Eph.  u  1 1.    In  whom  alfo  we  have  obtained  an  in*  ^  ^ 
hcritance,  being  predeftinated  according  to  the  pcopofe  of  him  who 
worketh  all  things  after  the  counfel  of  his  own  wtlL 

(^  7.  What  learn  we  from  hence? 

A.  That  the  church  is  iaved  amidft  all  dangers;  Jer.  xxx.  xi% 
Fori  am  tnth  thee,  iaTth  the  Lord,  to  fave  thee  ;  though  Z  make  a 
fall  end  of  all  nations,  whither  I  have  feutered  thee,  yet  will  1  not 
J&ake  a  full  end  of  thee. 

Q.  8.  What  is  the  fecond  inftruAion  ?    ^ 
V0L.VL       —  ;    -       •    Aa  '  '       ... 
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r.  A.  That  the  godty  may  fafel^  traft  to  Chdfi'icare  s  a  Chioo.  tfu 
f«  Fat  the  ejrea  of  tbt  LordTua  to  and  fro  throughoot  the  whole 
fitrlht  tb  fkeim  bufl&lf  ftjodg  ill  tho  behalf  of  them  whofe  heart  is 
padkSi  tovarda  him« 

Q^  9 .  \V  hat  b  the  third  mftru^pa  ? 

A,  That  all  plots  againft  the  church  (hall  furely  be  defeated }  Ifa. 
liv.  1 7*    No  weapon  that  k  formed  agamft  thtt  (hall  prosper. 

Q.  lo*  WhatUthe  foiHth  iadruftiba? 

jf4  It  gives  the  rainti  full  iatisTaflion  ia  all  conditions ;  Rom.  viil 
aS.  Afld  we  know  that  all  things  work  together^  lor  good  to  them 
that  love  God,  to  them  that  are  the  called  according  to  his  purpofe. 

Q^  1 1.  What  is  the  foft  inference  ? 

Jt.  We  fliould  not  ftand  in  a  flavilh  fear  of  men ;  Ifa.  li.  la.  T, 
evMl  am  he  that  coinforteth  jou)  who  art  thou,  that  thou  fliouldft 
bo  «frifid  of  s^  man  that  ihall  die»  and  of  the  fon  of  man»  which  fliali 
be  made  as  graft. 

pfChfjJPs  Humiliation, 

QgtflL  17.  ^nr  THEREIN  did  Chxift's  humilmtion  confift  ? 

W  A.  Chri^s  humiliation  nijfflid  in  Zisbrt^borMf 
and  thai  in  a  loiv  condition^  modi  mader  tie  law^  undergriMgtli  tfuferieiof 
tJBi  I'f^tf  the  i»tath  ofGod^  and  the  c^rfid  dtath  of  the  mft  f  in  beift^ 
bibiu^  and  conOnuing.  under  thtpawr.t^dnftbfir  a  timt. 

<^  I.  What  doth  Chrift's  humbling  of  himfelf  import? 

A*  His  voluntarincfs  in  the  deepeft  point  of  felf-denial;  Pfal.kL 
f.  TheA  fidd  I^Xbjri  cbxne  \  in  the  volume  of  the  book  it  is  written 
of  mt* 

Q^  a.  What  was  the  firft  aA  of  Chrift's  humiliation? 

A*  His  taking  man's  nature  on  him,  with  all  its  finlefs  infirmities; 
ILoaw  mi.  3»  God  fending  his  own  Son  in  the  likeneis  of  finiulldhi 
ind  fcrfia  eondemnedfin  in  the  fleih. 
.  *  Q.  3  What  IS  tbe  fecond  part  of  his  humiliation  ? 

4m  That  mean  life  he  lived  in  this  world,  which  obicUred  bis  di« 
vine  ^oiy }  HsM'k  vi  3.  Is  not  this  the  carpenter^  the  (on  oriSHty? 

0*  4.  What  was  the  firft  thing  in  Chrift's  life  diat  humbled  him  ? 

A*  Tbt  poverty  of  it^  Mat.  viu  20.  And  Jeiiis  fiuthunto  hinif 
Thu6  foxes  have  holes*  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have  nefts;  hot  the 
Son  of  maahath  not  where  to  ky  his  head. 

Q^  5.  What  was  the  fecond  thing  in  his  life  that  humbled  hun  ? 

A.  The  temptations  of  Sa^,  to  which  he  waefubjefts  Mat  iv.  i« 
Then  was  Jefus  led  up  of  the  Spirit  into  the  wildcnieis,  to  be  tempt- 
ed of  the  devil,  and  that  for  our  fakes.  Heb.  ii.  17.  Wherefore  in 
^1  ftfaii^s  it  behoved  him  to  be  made  like  unto  his  brethren,  ver.  i8» 
For  in  that  he  himlelf  hath  fiiffered*  being  temp^,  he  is  abk  to  foe* 
oourthem  that  are  tempted. 

^    Q*  &  What  was  the  third  thing  in  Chrift's  life  that  httn^kd 
Ihua? 
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A.  His  fubje£tion  to  the  law;  GaL  i.  4.  Bat  vvben  tivet  fpincft  of  v 
die  tline~wa8come/Godfent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a  WOQvnif  made  ^ 
under  the  law. 

Q,  7.  What  was  the  fourth  thing  in  Cfarifty  life  t-M  humUed  ^ 
kim  f 

"^J.  The  rcvilitigs  and  contradiif):iona  of  finners  ;  Heb.  xfi.  3.  For  >i^ 
conider  him  that  endnreth  ibch  coatradifiimi  of  fiimtn  againft  hiiO' 
felf. 

O^  8.  Wherein  was  Chrift  humbled  in  his  deatji  ? 

^His  death  was  painful  and  ignominious  \  GaL  iii.  ij^Chxiftluth  '"'' 
redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law^  being  made  a  curie  for  us : 
For  it  b  written^  curfed  is  every  one  that  hangeth  ea  g  tree.  Made 
a  curCe  for  us,  and  deferted  in  it ;  Matth.  gesvii.  46.  AihI  about  the 
ninth  hour,  Jefus  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  faying,  Eli,  £U,  lama 
fabacthani ;  that  is  to  fay,  My  God,  My  Gk>d,  why  haft  tb0u  for^ikea 
me  f 

0^9*  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  lowllnefs  and  humility  becomes  Chrift's  follpweca;  Mat.  ^-^ 
11.  29.  Tiike  my  yoke  upon  you,  and' learn  of  me,  for  I  s|m  meek 
and  lowly  in  heart. 

<^io.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  ? 

A.  That  Chrift^s  love  to  finners  is  aftomOiin^  great  1  a  Cor.  viii.  ./ 
9.  For  ye  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jeius  Chrift,  that  Aough  he 
was  rich,  yet  for  our  fakes  he  became  fioor,  that  ye   tlmmgh  hll  po* 
Verty  might  be  toaderieh. 

(^11.  What  is  the  third  inference  ? 

A,  Chriftians  fhonld  be  ready  to  fuSer  for  Chrift  \  i  Peter  iv.    i.  - 
Forafmuch  as  Chrift  hath  fuficred  for  us  in  the   flefh,    arm  youx- 
felves  likewife  with  the  fame  mind :  for  he  that  hath  fuiScred  in  the 
fielh  hath  ceafed  from  fin. 

Q;,  1 2.   What  is  the  hft  inference  ? 

JH.  Thatliumiliation  is  the  true  way  to  exal^tioo;  Matth.  »uii. 
U.  And%hQibever  fliall  exalt  himfelf,  fhali  be  abafed  %  and  be  that 
flull  humble  himfelf^  IhaH  be  exalted. 

Of  Chrt/Fs  Exaltation. 

Queft.  28.  XT  THEREIN  cpnfifts  Chrift's  exaltation  ? 

W  A.  Cbrtffs  iMakatkncon^s  in  Ins  r^g  agaifi 
fi'om  the  dead  onjhe  third  day)  tn  ajcending  up  into  heaven^  in  fifing  nt 
'^^^f^fl^f^^^^  the  Father  y  and  in  coming  to  Judge  the  fmrU  &t  the 
^  day. 

0.  I.  What  is  the  firft  flep  of  Chrift^s  eaaltation  ? 

ji.  His  rdfurreftion  from  the  dead. 

^  Bow  dbthhts refurreAion appear f 

^>  ByTEelcrfpture  prophecies  accon^^Blhed  in  him}  i  Cor*  xv*  4. 
And  thatlie  was  buried,  and  that  he  rQfe.agsMa.thethirdrday,;iccord-i 
^tothefcriptures* 
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V      ^Sf  3»  Why  did  Chrift  rife  again? 
]         A    To    


'o  eftablifh  our  faith,  and  aboti£h  our  fins;  i  Cor.  iv*  17. 

And  if  CErilTbeDOt  rifeni  your  faith  is  vain ;  ye  are  yet  in  your  fins. 

0^4.  What  other  j^nd  was  there  of  Chrift's  refunrc£Uon  ? 

A  To  declare  his  divine  power ;  Rom.  i.  4.  and  decJared  to  be  the 

Son  of  Gbd"with  power,  according  to  the  Spirit  of  boiinefi)  by  the 

refurreflion  from  the  dead.    And  to  evidence  the  fiilnefs  of  his.  fa- 

-   tisfadtion  J  John  xvi.  10.  Of  righteoufnefe,  becatife  I  go  to  my  Fa- 

theri  and  ye  fee  me  no  more. 

(^5.  Did  Chrift  rife  in  the  fame  bodyhe  I^id  dpirn  ? 
A^  Itwasjubftam^  John,  xx   27.  Thenf^thheto 

Thomasj  Reach  hither  thy  finger,  and  behold  my  hands ;  and  reach 
hither  thy  hand,  and  thruft  it  into  my  fide,  and  be  not  faithlefs,  but 
believing. 
i       <^6.  What  doth  ChriO's  refurrcdKon  teach  us  ? 

A*  Theccrtainty  of  our  rcfurreflion  after  death  ;  i  Cor.  xv.  20. 
But  now  is  Chrift  rifen  from  the  dead,  and  become  the  firft  fruks  of 
them  that  flept. 
f       Q.  7.  What  is  the  fecond  ftcp  of  Chrift's  exaltation  ? 
/       A*  Hb  afcenfion  after  forty  days  into  heaven  ;  AAs  I  2,  3.  Until 
the  day  in  which  he  was  taken  up,  after  that  he  through  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  had  given  commandment  unto  the  apoftles,  whom  he  had 
chojfen :  To  whom  alfo  he  fliewed  himfelf  alive  after  his  pafiion,  by 
many  Infiillible  proofs,  being  feen  of  them  forty  days,  and  fpeakingof 
the  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  God. 
0^8.   Why  did  Chrift  ftayfo  long  on  earth? 
;       A^  To  aflure'the  truth  of  his  refurrcAion,  and  to  fettle  the  due 
government  of  his  church,  A£b  i.  2,  3. 
0^9.  For  what  end  did  he  afcend  ? 

A*  To  take  poflcfiion  of  his  glory ;  John  xvii.  5.  And  now,  O  Fa^ 
ther,  glorify  thou  me  with  thine  own^lf,  with  the  glory  which  I  had 
with  thee  before  the  world  was.   And  that  as  our  fore-runner,  Heb.  vi. 
20.  Whither  the  Fore-runner  is  for  us  entered,  even  Jefus,  &c* 
Q^io.  In  what  manner  did  Chrift  afcend  ? 
A.  Triumphantly,  and  magnificently ;  P/al  xlvii.  5.  God  is  gone 
.   up  with  aihout,  the  Lord  with  the  found  of  a  trumpet. 
Q^  1 1.  What  doth  his  afcenfion  teach  us  ? 
A.  Heaven ly-mindednefs  \  Col.  iii.  i,  2.  If  ye  then  be  rifen  with 
Chrift,  leek  thofe  things  which  are  above,  where  Chrift  fitteth  at  the 
right-hand  of  God  \  fet  your  affc^ons  on  things  abote,  and  not  on 
^,  things  on  the  earth.     And  an  encouragement  in  our  Chriftian^race} 
Heb.  xii.  1,  2.  Wherefore,  feeing  we  alfo  arc  compailed  abourwith 
fo  great  a  cloud  of  witnefies,  let  us  lay  afii^e  every  weight,  and  the  fin 
which  doth  fo  eafily  befet  us,  and  let  us  run  with  patience  the  race 
that  is  fet  before  us,  looking  unto  Jefus  the  author  and  finiiher  of 
our  faith  \  who  fior  the  joy  that  was  fet  before  himi  endvtd  the 
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crofi,  ddpfing  the  thzmt,  and  b  fet  down  at  the  right-hand  oF  the 
throne  of  God. 

Tie  fecond  Part  of^ei^th  ^uejum^  ^Cbri^s  Ex/dtaHon* 

Queft,  I.  "\XTHAT  was  the  third  degree  of  Cfcffift's  exaltation  ?    V 
V\r     A.  HTs  fitting  at  God's  right-hand  in  heaven  ;  J 

Heh.  L  3-  When  he  had  by  I^iaifdf  purged  our  fins,  fat  down  on  the 

right-hand  of  the  ms^y  on  high. 
Q^  !•  What  doth  God's  right-hand  fignify  ?  ^        f 

A*  A  ftate  of  honour j  Heb.  i.  13.  But  to  which  of  the  angels 

faid  he  at~aiiy  time,  5it  on  my  right-hand  unul  I  make  thine  enemies 

tbjibotftool?  And  power ;  Matth.  xxvi.  64.  Hereatter  ihaUye£be  -v 

the  Son  of  man  fitting  on  the  right-hand  of  power. 
0-  3*  What  is  implied  in  Chrift's  fitting  there  ?  .  ^ 

A.  That  hfs  worE  on  earth  is  fioifhed  ;  Heb.  z.  12.  But  this  man  t 

after  he'had  offered  one  facrifice  for  fini  for  ever  fat  down  on  the 

right-hand  of  God. 
0. 4.  What  eJfe  doth  it  fignify  ?  .  '         ^ 

A.  Chriys  power  over  all  enemies ;  Pfal.  ex.  2. '  The  Lord  (hall  > 

fend  the  rod  ot  thy  ftrength  out  of  Zion  ;  Rule  thou  in  the  midft  of 

thine  enemies. 
Q^.  Whatlcarn  we  from  Chrift's  fitting  there?  -. 

A*  The  high  honour  believes  are  advanced  to  by  Chrift  ;  Eph.ii*  J 

6.  And  hath  raifed  us  up  together,  and  made  us  fit  together  in  hea- 

ernly  places  in  Chrift  Jefus. 
CL^6.  What  is  the. laftftep  of  Chrift's  exaltation?'  | 

A.  His  coming  tojudgment }  A£b  x.  42.  And  he  commanded 

^  to  preacITuhto  t£e  people,  and  to  teftify  that  it  is  he  which  was 

ordained  of  God  to  be  the  Judge  ot  quick  and  dead.      : 
(^  7.  Is  it  ceitsdjni.there.ihaTl  be  a  jadgment-day  ?  ^ 

A.  Tes;  the  fcripture  afiures  it ;  2  Cor.  v.  10.  For  we  muft  all  ^ 

appear  bdbre  the  judgment-ieat  of  Chrift.     And  every  man's  con- 

fcience  witnefieth  to  it ;  Rom.  ii.  16.  In  the  day  when  God  Ihall 

judge  the  fecrets  of  men  by  Jefus  Chrift,  according  to  my  gofpeL 
Q;^8.  What  is  the  firft  property  of  Chrift's  judgment  ? 
A.  It  will^  awful  andTolemn  \  -i  Thefl*.  iv.  i6.  For  the  Lord  i 

bimfelf  (Ball  defcend  from  heaven  with  a  Ihout,  with  the  voice  of  the' 

vch.angel|  and  with  the  trump  of  God;  and  the  dead  in  Chrift  ihall 

rife  firft. 
Q.5K  What  is  the  (econd  property  of  it  ?  »  ■ 

'A.  It  will  be  exaA  and  critical;  Rom.  il.  16.  In  the  day  when  / 

God  fhalljuHge  the  iecrets  of  Men  by  Jefiis  Chrift,  according  to  my 

gofpel.  Matth.  xii-  36.  But  I  fay  unto  you,  That  every  idle  word  that 

men  ihall  fpeak,  they  ihall  give  account  thereof  in  the  day  of  judg* 

ttcm. 
Q;^io.  What  is  the  third  propcrtyof  it  ?  ' 

A*  It  will  he  an  univerfai  judgment ;  Rev.  xz«  12«  And  I  iaw  the  . 
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^d,  fMiH  and  great,  ftand  before  God»  and  the  booki  were  opened. 
0^1 1.  How  is  this  a  part,  of  Chrift's  exaltation  ? 
.A*  Hcnpw  aiEU  In  the  fulnffs  of  his  kingl3r  power;  Matth.  Ixt, 

a\.  Then  IbalTtKe  king  fay  unto  them  on  nii  right-hand^  Come  ye 
eflM  of  my  Father^  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  fou  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world.  And  this  will  roll  away  the  reproach  of 
Us  enemies ;  Rev.  i.  7.  Beho}d»  be  cometh  with  cioudsi  and  every 
eye  (hall  fee  him^  and  they  alfo  which  pierced  him. 

Q^i  %.  What  leam  we  Irom  Chrift's  being  judge  ? 

ji.  That  believers  ihall  not  be  caft  m  judgment ;  Rom.  viti.  I. 
Ttxere  is  therefore  now  no'  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrift 
JcTus. 

(^13^  What  learn  we  from  hence  ? 

A*  The  deplorable  ftate  of  Chriftlefs  perfonsj  Luke  xix.  27.  But 
'tbofe  mine  enemies  that  wcTuld  not  that  t  0iould  reign  over  tbcDii 
inring  htther,  and  flay  them  betore  me. 

Q.  14.  What  elfc  leam  we  from  Chrift's  judgment  ? 

Jfi^  Tq^give  all  diligence  to  be  found  of  him  in  peace ;  2  Vek.  iii. 
14.  Wherefore,  beloved,  feeing  that  ye  look  for  fuch  things,  be  tlili- 
geilt,  that  yeinay  be  found  of  him  in  peaces 

.  Of  the  AppUfdiW^/CSlrj/i-     "  j 

Queftt  io.  TTOW  are  we  made  partakers  of  the  redemprioniMir- 
J71  chafed  by  Chrift?  -  .  J^  .-<- 

^.  We  are  made  partakers  of  the  redetnftkn  purchajedbj  Chrt/l,  hj  tie  \ 
.effeffmrajb^cathfi  ofktotishj  his  Holy  Spirit, 

OT'i.^JVliat  did  our  redemption  coft  Chrift  t 

A^ft  coft' him  his  own  blood  to  obtain  it;  H*.  iit-  !«•  Neither 
by  the  blood  of  goats  and  calves,  but  by  his  own  bbod,  he  entered  in 
once  into  the  holy  phce,  having  obtained  eternal  redemptioa  for  us. 

0. 2. Can  none  have  the  beneiSt  of  it,  except  it  be  applied  to  them? 

A.  No,  if  Ghrift  be  not  applied,  we  cannot  be-favcd ;  JoBni.  ii- 
Bnt  as  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  l^coine  the 
fons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name. 
^     Q.  3,  Whofe  worjc  or  office  is  it  to  arpply  Chrift  to  us? 

A.  It  is  the  office  and  work  of  God's  Spirit  j  Titus  iii.  4>  5.  But 
after  that  the  kindnefs  and  -love  of  God  our  Saviour  towards  wan  ap- 
peared, not  by  works  of  righteoufnefi  whkrh  we  have  done,  but  ac- 
cording to  his  mercy  he  favcd  qs,  by  the  walhing  of  regeneration)  and 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 

O.  4.  What  means  dotfc  the  Spirit  tife4n  applying  Chnft  f 

^Tbe  titternal  means  lie  makes  ufe  of,  is  the  miniJOry  of  the  gof- 
pcU  1  Cor.  iii.  5.  Who  then  is  Paul,  and  who  is  Ap^Uos,  but  minif- 
tcrs  by  whom  ye  believed  ? 

Q.  5.  Isthisfufficientof  itfelf  ? 

A  No,  the  bkffing  and  power  of  the  Sp'rit  mirfl  accompany  if 
*'  cr  Chrift  cannot  be  applied  ^  i  TheC  i*  5,  6.  For  eur  fjofyd  caiiii 
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sot  onto  foii  in  word  onlf  >  but  slfo  in  poweri  and  in  the  hol^  Ghoft^ 
and  la  much  aflurance,  as  ye  know  what  manner  of  men  we  weiw 
among  you  for  your  fake.  And  ye  became  foUoirers  of  us,  and  of 
the  Lordi  having  received  the  word  in  much  affliftiooi  with  joy  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft. 

(^6.  To  whom  doth  the  Spirit  apply  Chrift  ?  . , 

-^/rothdlTEt  were  pvcnnitn  otthc  Father  before  the  world  Wjtsi  1 
Ads  ziii.  48.  And  as  many  as  were  ordained  to  eternal  life  believedU 
John  adv  17.  Even  the  Spirit  of  truthi  whom  the  world  cannot  ft* 
ceive»  bccaufe  it  iecth  him  not>  neither  knoweth  him)  but  ye  hmM 
him,  fer  he  dwelleth  wkh  yoU|  and  fliall  be  in  you. 

Q^7«  Is  the  applicatbn  of  Chrift  to  a  foul  fioiflied  at  once  ? 

A.  ThougBTfKf  Crrt  aaoTfaith  unites  the  (but  to  Chrjfti  yet  it  b  /^ 
a  coDtmued^a^  \  i  Pet.  ii.  4.  To  whom  comingi  as  unto  a  livkig  1 
ftone.  . 

<^8.  What  learn  you  from  hence  ? 

A.  What  a  deftitutc  thing  Jthe  foul  is  that  is  put  of  Chrift ;  Rev.  -^ 
iii.  18.  Becauie  fliou  iayeft  I  am  rich»  and  increaifed  with  gbodiy  and    ' 
hitveneed  of  nolbing ;  and  knoweft  not  that  thou  art  wfet^htd  and 
mifcrable^and  poor»  and  blind,  and  n^ked. 

Q/9.  What  elfc  doth  it  teach  us  ?  * 

A,  The  riches  and  Hignity  of  believers.    Chrift  and  all  his  porcluN  f 
fes are  theirs;  I  Cof:  uL  il,  23.  Whether  Pauli  or  Apolk>s»  or  Ge- ^ 
pb^9  or  the  worlds  or  Hfe^  or  death,  or  things  prefenty  or  thingi  to 
come  \  allnure  yours,  and  ye  are  Cbrift's,  and  Chrift  is  God's. 

Q^io.  What  elfc  doth  it  teach  us  ?      ' 

A.  The  righteournefs  of  God  in  th^  deftrujlipA  0/  all  unbeHevers  ;  : 
John  V.  40.'  Mkrk  xvi.  \6.  He  that  belicveth,  and  is  baptized^  (ball 
be  ftved  s  but  he  that  bdiev^th  not  fiiall  be  damned. 

Cf  §wr  Union  nvith  Chrjfi, 

Qucft.  30,   T_TOW»  doth  the  Spirit  apply  to  us  the  redemption 
Xl  purchaleaiJy  ChrTft  ?  ' 

A.  By  mnrhngfaith  inus^  aridtherthj  unking  ui  toChnfi  in  ourfjfie' 
ttudcM^     "  ■      "    -^ 

Q/irCsmnone  have  faviog  benefit  by  Chrifti  but  fuchas  are  wii* 
ted  to  him  ?  ^ 

21.  Noy  for  as  Adan^'s  fin  could  not  hurt  us,  except  we  bad  been 
mhim;'  fb  Chrift's  redemption  cannot  profit  us,  except  we  arc  \a  ^ 
him;  i  Cof.  i.  30.  But  of  him  are  ye  in  Chrift  Jcfus,  who  of  iOod  is 
made  unto  us  wifdom,  and  righteoufnefsi  and  fan£kiiicack>n,  and  re- 
Option. 

Q^  a.  What  arc  the  bonds  of  this  union  ? 

^.  The  Spirit  on  God's  part ;  i  John  iii.  24.  And  he  that  keep- 
cth  his  commahdmex)ts/ dwelleth  in  him,  and  he  in  him  (  and  hetv- ' 
V  weknow  that  he  abideth  in  us,  by  the  Spirit  which  he  kath  given 
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«t.  A9I  faith  on  our  part :  Eph.  lii.  17.  That  Chiift  may  direll  ia 
your  h^uts  by  faith. 

Q.  3.  What  is  the  firft  property  of  this  union  ? 

A*  It  Is  an  intimare  union  ;  Eph.  v.  30.  For  we  are  members  of 
his  body,  of  his  fleih,  and  of  iiis  bones. 

Q.  4.  What  is  the  fccond  property  ? 

A,  It  is  an  union  never  to  be  diflblved  ;  Rom.  viii.  35,  38.  Who 
ihall  ieparate  as  from  the  love  of  Chrift  ?  Shall  tribulation,  or  dif- 
trefs^  or  perfecution,  or  famine,  or  nakednefs,  or  peril,  or  fword?  For 
I  am  perTuaded,  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angeb,  nor  princi- 
palities, nor  powers,  nor  things  prelent,  nor  things  to  come,  nor 
height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  fliall  be  able  to  feparateus 
from  the  love  of  God  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord. 
.  Q*  5«  What  Is  the  third  property  of  this  union  ? 

A.  It  makes  Chrift,  and  all  that  he  hath  purchafed,  become  ours ; 
I  Cor.iS.  aa,  23.  All  are  yours,  and  ye  are  Chrift's  ;  and  Chrift  b 
God's. 

Q^<f.  What  is  the  fourth  property  of  this  union  ? 

•  ^.  It  is  the  foundation  and  root  of  all  our  fpiritual  and  acceptable 
obedience;  John  xv.  4.  Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you.  As  the  branch 
cannot  bear  fruit  of  itfelf,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine  \  no  more  can 
ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me. 

•  Qj^  7.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 

1  A*>  That  faving  grace  in  the  faints  is  immortal,  being  fecured  |o 
them  in  and  by  Cnnft ;  CoL  iii.  3.  Your  life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in 
God. 

Q^  8.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  ? 

A,  That. the  relation  between  Chrift  and  belieters  is  very  near  and 
il^timate  \  Eph.  v.  30.  For  we  are  members  of  his  body,  of  his  fleflii 
and  of  his  bones. 

(^9.  What  is  the  third  inference  ? 

A.  That  believers  need  not  be  afraid  to  go  down  to  the.  grave  \ 
Rom.  viii.  38,  39.  For  I  am  perfuaded,  that  neither  death  nor  life, 
^-nor  any  other  creature  (hall  be  able  to  ieparate  us  from  the  love  of 
God,  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord.  And  this  union  holds  after 
deaths  Matth.  xxii.  31,  32.  But  as  touching  the  refurre^tion  of  the 
dead,  have  ye  not  read  that  which  was  fpoken  unto  you  by  God,  fay- 
ing, I  am  the  God  of  Abrah^,  and  the  God  of  Uaac,  and  the  God 
of  Jacob  ?  God  is  not  the  God  of  the  dead,  but  the  God  of  the 
living.     .  .     .  ' 

.  Q.  xo.  What  is  the  fourth  inference  ? 

A.  That  in  wronging  and  perfecuting  the  faints,  men  wrong  and 
perfecute  Chrift  himfelf ;  AAs  ix.4  And  he  fell  to  the  earth,  and^ 
beard  a  voice  faying  unto  him,  Saul,  Saul,  why  perfecuteft  thou  me  t 
. .   (^  1 1.  What  is  the  fifth  inference  / 

A  That  in  relieving  and  refreOiing  the  faints,  we  relieve  and  re-j 
freik^  Chrift  himfelf ;  Matth.  xxv.  35,  36.  For  I  was  an  hxingre4i' 
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ftnJ  jt  gave  me  meat ;  and  I  was  thirfty,  and  ye  gave  me  drink }  1 
v^  a  fttanger,  and  yt  took  me  in  s  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me  ;  I  was 
ikkyand  ye  vifited  me  ;'I  was  in  prilbni  and  ye  came  unto  me.  Ver* 
40.  Inafmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  untQ  one  of  the  leait  of  thefe  my 
brethreAi  ft  have  done  it  unto  me. 
Q^it.   Whatjs  the  laftjnference  ?  ,^ 

if.  That  there  Is  a  (jrmpathy  in  Chrifti  under  all  the  preflurcs  and  ! 
grievances  of  his  people ;  Hcbriv.  1 5.  We  have  not  an  high  prieft  ^ 
whicfi  cahnotl)e  toucHed  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities,  but  was 
Ih  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  lin. 

.     Of  EffeBual  Catting.       .  ' 

Qocft.  3 1.    \Xr*^^'^ ''  cffeftual  calling  ? 

V  V      A.  IB^eEliidl  catting  is  the  nvorl  of  GoiTs  Spirit^    , 
thereby  convincing  us  of  our ^  and  mlfery^  erilightemtfg  our  minds  in  the  f- 
ltnowled£{'df€hri^^  a/iS  renewlng^  pur  wtUsy  be  doth  perjuade  and  enable 
us  to  embrace  Jefus  Chrift^  freely  offered  to  us  in  the  gofpeh 

Q^ I. 'What  makes  the  difference  between  effeftual  and  ineffe£hial 
ttlling?     "^' 

A*  IneflTefhial  calling  is,  when  men  have  nothing  but  the  external 
fitond  of  tMEgofpel  j  Matth.  xx.  16.  For  many  be  called,  but  few 
cfioienT  ^^ffcoual  is,  when  the  Spirit  worlis  in  conjunAion  with  the 
word ;  John  vi.  45.  It  is  wtitten  in  the  prophets,  And  'hey  (hall  be 
sAl  taught  of  God  ;  every  man  therefore  that  hath  heard,  and  hath 
learned  of  the  Father,  cometh  un]to  me. 
C^2.  What  IS  the  firft  aft  of  the  Spirit  in  effcftual  calling  ?  >. 

A*  Convi£Ebn  oflin ;  John  xvi.  8.  And  when  he  is  come,  he  will 
itprove  the  world  of  fin. 
0^3.  Do  the  called  of  God  hear  any  voice  from  heaven  ? 
A.  Ordinarity  it  is  a  call  without  found^  yet  as  efficacious  as  an  ^' 
indible  voice  from  heaven. 
0^7  WHat  is  the  fecond  aft  of  the  Spirit  in  our  effcftual  calling  ? 
i^TThe  illumination  of  the  mind  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  j  Afts 
xxvi.  iSnrb  open  their  eyes',  and  to  turn  them  from  darknefs  to 
fight,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God. 
(^5.  In  whatthings  doth  it  enlighten  them  } 
A,^  In  this  ;  lliaf  Uhrift  is  their  only,  remedy;  Afts  iv.  12.  Nei-    * 
thcr  is*Tl5cfe~Ialvation  In  any  other  5  for  there  is  none  other  name 
unikT  heaven  given  among  men,  whereby  we  muft  be  faved.     And 
tbttrjlt-fufficient  remedy  J  Hcb.  vii.  25'.  Wherefore  he  is  able  aUb 
to  fave  them  to  the  utterm'od  that  come  unto  God  by  him. 
Qi  6.  What  is  the  third  aft  ?  ♦ 

A*  His  rcnewmg  oTthe  finner's>will,  and  making  it  flexible ;  PiaL  ' 
a.  3.  Tlly  peopfe  IhaTl  be  willing  In  ih'e'  day  of  thy  power.    Rz^k. 
xxxvi.  26.  A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new  fpirit  trill  I 
Vol.  VL  B  b 
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pot  within  you,  and  I  will  t^ke  away  the  flony  heart  out  of  your 
flefll*  and  I  will  give  you  an  heart  of  Befll. 
Q.  7*  Can  no  man  come  to  Chrift  till  thus  enabled  ? 

^    -    ^.  No  j'lFis'not  in  the  poweroF  man's  nitufc  w^will,  till  thus  re^ 

1^  newed  and'criabled  J  £ph.  i.  19,  io.  And  what  is' the  exceeding 
gfiSfnels'oTliis  power  to  upward,  who  believe,  according  to  the 
work&g  of  his  mighty  power,  which  he  wrought  in  Chrift,  when  he 
raifed  him  from  the  dead,  and  fet  Um  on  his  own  right-hand  in  the 
heavenly  (Mces.  John  vi«  44.  No  man  can  come  to  me  except  the 
Father,  which  hath  fent  me,  draw  him. 
Q«J8«  What  (brt  of  men  are  moft  ordinarily  called  ? 
A.  The  poOTandTmira^^  in  die  world^;  i  Cor.  i.  a<5»  For  ye 

iee  your  calling,  brethren,  howthat^noT  many  wife  men  after  the  fleft, 
not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble,  are  called  ;  but  God  hathchofen 
the  fboliih  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  wife  \  and  God  hath 
chofen  the  weak,  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  things  which 
are  mighty. 

J      (^9.  What  is  the  firft  innruaton  from  it  ? 

r  A.  Soufs  effcfhially  called  are  never  loft  ^  Rom.  zi.  %^  fcr  the 
gifts  and  calling  of  God  are  without  repentance. 

f      (^10,  What  is  the  fecond  inftrpSion  ? 

I  ji^  All  things  co-operate  to  their  ^ood  ;  Rom.  ^ii.  a8.  For  we 
know  that  ail  tniDgs  work  together  for  good  to.  theni  tha(  love  Godi 
to  them  who  are  called  according  to  his  purpofe. 

i      Q^i  I.  What  is  the  third  Jnftruffion  ? 

'f  A.  It  is  dangerous  to  refufc  God's  call  \  Prov.  i.  24.  Becaafe  I 
have  called,  and  ye  have  reftifed,  I  have  ftretched  out  my  hand,  and 
no  man  regarded. 

.    •   Q.  11.  Whatisthelaftinflruaion? 

/,  A.  That  Chriftians  are  obliged  to  walk  fuitably  to  their  heavoily 
calling ;  1  ThefC  li.  I2,  That  ye  would  walk  worthy  of  God,'  who 

'   hath  called  you  unto  his  kingdom  and  glory. 

Of  tiejCoftcMiiiantj  tf  Vocatttm. 

Queft,  32.  XTTTHAT  benefits  do  they  that  arc  effeftually  cdled 
VV     partake  ofin  this  life,?  ' 

A.  T^hey  that  are  effeBtialty  ca^Ud^  do  in  this  lifipartay  pf  juflificationf 
adoption y  andJancUpcatton^  and  thtfevcral  henefis  which  in  tits  h/e  dq  ei- 
ther/tccMifany  or  ^fiGwJrom  them, 

(^  2.  Are  all  that  be  efieAiiaUy  called,  jufiified  ? 
^  A.  Tesii  God  jjaftlfies  all,  and  every  ibul  that  obeys  and  anfwers 
i    Ixis  call ;  Rom.  viii.  30.  Whom  h^ called,  them  he  al(o  Juftifiedr 

*Q.  2.  What  other  benefits  have  the  called  in  this  life  ? 
i        A'  They  are  all  the  adopted  children  of  God  ;  £ph.  L  5.  Having 
I^edcftinated  us  unto  the  adoption  of  children,  by  Jefus     brift,  unto 
bimfelf,  aotording  to  the  good  pleafure  of  his  will. 
'  -    0^3*  ^^  ^^^^  all  the  benefits  the  called  recdve  ? 
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^.  No  $  they  are  not  only  juftified  and  adopted,  but  alfo  fanAified;"^ 
I  Cor.  i.  30.  But"<S^Tni~arc  ye  m  Chrift  jefus,  whoof  GodI  is  made 
iioto  us  wifdom,  righteoufncfsy  and  (onAificBtioa,  and  reden\ptioii» 
Q^  4.  Do  tbefe  tbree  blefiiags  come  fingly  to  the  called  ? 

A.  No;  Ibey  are  all  accompanied  with  multitudes  of  other  bleffitigs  >n 
flowWTrom  them ;  ^ph.  i^  }.    SleiTed  be  the  God  and  Father  of 
our  lord  Jefus  Chrifti  who  hath  bleOed  us  with  all  fpiritual  bleffingSj 
10  heavenly  places  in  Chrift. 

(^  5*  What  are  the  mercies  flowing  froibjuftification  ? 

A.  They aregreat  aifd  manifold^  Rom.  v.  i,  2»  3,  4,  5.  There- 
fore being  juHihed  lof  fsutb,  we  \i%vt  peace  with  God»  through  our 
Lord  Jefufi  Chrift,  by  whom  alfo  we  have  accefs  by  iaith  into  this 
grace  wherein  we  ftasdi  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God. 

0.  6*  What  «re  the  benefits  flowing  from  adoption?  r^ 

A*  Freeaccds  to  God %^ Epb.  iii.  12.    In  whom  we  have  fooldnefi  ] 
and  acce&  with  confidence  bgr  the  faith  of  him.    And  a  fitle  toliea- 
ven ;  Rom*  vUi.  1 7.  If  childreo,  then  heirs. 

(^  7»  What  bleffinjtt  accompu^  fanAification  ?  [ 

A.  Ufticn  wiHi  Chrtft ;  Heb.  ii.  1 1  •  For  botfi  he  that  AnOifietfa^  > 
and  they"  wli^  are  fanflified,  are  all  of  one.    And  right  Co  the  in^ 
herituQc^  •   J^Q%  xx.  3  a.    And  new,  brethren^  I  commend  you  to 
Cod|  and  to  the  word  of  his  grace,  which  is  able  to  build  yon  up,  and 
to  give  you  an  inheritance  among  all  them  which  are  (an^fied. 

Q:.  8.  What  is  the  firft  lefion  from  hence? 

A,  That  they  are  enemies. to  their  own  foulsi  who  obey  not  the  f 
gofpel  cati  J  2  Thefil  i.  8.  In  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  on  them  -^ 
^tlir^how  not  God,  and  that  obey  not  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefiis 
Chrift. 

Q^p.  What  is  the  fecond  leflon  firom  hence  ?  /         f 

A.  That  tEe  eftate  of  believers  aboupds  with  fpiritual  privildges  ;  i 
^  Cor.  iii;T:2,  23.    Whether  Paul,  or  Apollo,  or  Cephas,  or  the 
vorld,  or  life  or  death,  or  things  prefent,  or  things  to  come,  alt  ^z 
rour»,  and  ye  are  Chrift's,  and  Chrift  is  God's. 

Q^  10.  What  is  the  third  leffon  fi^m  hence  ? 

A.  That  aini^  believer's  privileges  are  not  in  hope,  but  ibme  in  T 
liand  J  i' John  iii*  iTBehdw  what  manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  ^ 
beflowcd  upon  us,  that  we  (hould  be  called  the  fons  of  God. 

Q*  11.  What  is  the  fourth  ieflbn  from  hence  ? 

A.  The  greatcft  (uffcrcrs  for  Chrift  have  no  reafon  to  repent  their  \ 
/iU;  Romrvuj/18.  Tor  I  reckon,  that  the  fuffcringi  of  this  profent  ^ 
trmeare  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  that  fliall  be  tt^ 
sealed  in  us 

Ql  12.  What  is  the  laft  Ieflbn  firom  hence  P 

A.  That  we  have  infinite  reafon  to  blefi  God  for  the  gofpsl,  \if  '■ 
^luch  i^is  are  called ;  2Thefl;  ii.  14.  Whcfcnnto  he  caUed  yott  bt  ' 
Ottrgtfpcl,  ^       ' 
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Of  JtfftificatiM, 

,     Qocft.  33.  TTTHAT  is  juftlfication  ? 

yy         R.jujf^catim  u  an  eft  of  God's  freegraa^^ 
V;     nMfherein  he  pardtmeib  all ourjtns^ahdaccepteih  uj'as  rig Vteousin  Itsjigbti 
only  for  the  righieoufnefs  of  Chrjft  imputed  to  us^  and  refeiv^  kffaUk 
'      alqfie- 

,  Q-  I-  What  are  the  parts  of  juftification  ? 

*  A.. It  confifls  of  two  parts,  t^irjt^  The  pardon  of  fin  j  A6b  lui* 
39.  And  bjT  him  all  that  believe  are  juftified  from  all  things,  from 
which  ye  could  not  -be  juOified  bj  the  law  of  Mofes.  Secondh^/^^ 
acceptation  pf  our  perfons  as  righteous ;  Rom.  v.  If  2,  3.  There* 
fore  Being  juftlGcd  oy  faith,  we  have  peace  with  Gody  through  our 
Lord  Jefus  ChriAi  by  whom  alfo  we  have  accefs  by  faith  into  thi« 
grace  wherein  we  (Vand,  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God. 
Q^  2.  Whofc  a^  b  it  to  juftify  finners/ 
r  >f.  It  is  the  aa  of  God  alone;  Rom.  viii.  33*  It  is  God  that 
juftifieth.  Man's  juidifying  of  himfelf  is  nothing;  Luke  xvi.  15.  Aod 
he  faid  unto  themi  Ye  are  they  which  joftify  yourfelves  before  mcni 
but  God  knoweth  your  hearts ;  for  that  which  is  highly  efteemed  ^ 
motigft  men,  is  abomination  in  the  iigbt  of  God.  Nor  other  men's 
juftifyingof  us;  Rev.  iii.  i.  Iknow  thy  wprks,  tbatihouhalFanamc 
%6  livC)  and  art  dead. 

Q^  Is  there  any  thing  in  man  to  merit  his  juOification  ? 
A,  No;  it  is  an  a  A  of  free  grace  in  God  ;  Rom.  iii.  lA.    Peing 
juftified  freely  by  his  grace^  through  the  redemption  which  is  in  Jeiitt 
Chrift. 

(^  4.  If  it  be  not  for  any  inherent  righteoufnefs ;  how  then  ? 
(;         A*  It  is  for  the  righteoiifneft  of  Chrift  imputed  to  us  ;  Rom.  v^* 
t     6.     £v(^   as  David  alfo  defcribeth  the  blefledneis  of  the  m^n  unto 
whom  God  imputeth  righteoufnefs  without  works. 
Q^  5,  How  is  Chrift's  righteoainefs  made  ours  ? 
A.  By  application  of  tt  to  us  by  faith  ;  Gal.  ii    16.  Knowing  that  a 
man  is  not  juAified  by  the  vrorks  of  the  hw,  but  by  the  faith  of  Jtfus 
Chrift,  even  we  have  believed  in  Jefus  Chrifti  that  we  roi^ht  be  jullifi' 
ed  by  the  faith  of  Chrift,  and  not  by  the  works  of  the  law  ;  for  bj  the 
works  of  the  law  Ihall  no  ftefti  be/uiH6ed. 

Q^  6.  Is  it  not  partly  by  Chrift*«  righteoufnefs  made  ours,  and  j)art» 
Jy  out  own  ^ 

A.  No;  by  Chrift^  righteoufnefe,  without  any  mix ttire  of  ours; 
Rom.  i*  a8.  Therefore  wc  conclude,  that  a  man  is  juftiiSeSTby  faith 
without  the  deeds  of  the  law. 

0^7.  But  doth  not  Jamci  fay  othcrwife,  James  ii.  14.  What  doth 

itprpnt,  my  brethren,  though  a  man  fay  he  hath  faith  and  have  not 

.    i^orki ;  Can  faith  fave  him  i  . 

^,  The  two  apoftles  contradift  not  one  another ;  Paul  fpesM  ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Af^  ExpofiHon  tf  the  AJfemhlp  CaUchifm.  ^  197 

ju^gdonjbdm  Godj  and  James  of  juftifying  our  faith  before  AA^ 

men/        "'       ^      ' "  *  i  (  i 

^Q*  8.  Is  no  regard  then  to  be  had  to  good  works  ? 

A*  Yes,  very  great  \  they  that  believe  muff  be  careful  to  maimain.^' 
good  wfirfe ;  Tlf.  BtYTTBat  they  which  have  believed  in  God  might 
becarefiiT  to  maintain  good  works.    Thefe  things  are  good  and  prp* 
fitable  unto  men. 

Q^.  Wly  can  none  bcj^iftificd^by  wor^  ! 

A.  Bccanfeall  are  guilty  before  God  5^  Rom.  iii.  29.  Is  he  the  1 
God  of  the  Jew's  only 7  Is  he  not  alfo  of  the  Gentiles  ?  Yes,  of  the 
Gentiles  alfo.     And  the  law  cuHes  all  that  are  under  guilt  \  GaL.iii. 
lOf  Curfed  b  every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things  which  are 
written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them. 

Q^  I Q,    W  hat  is  the  fir  ft  inference  from  hence  ?  1 

A,  Thchappy  ftatc  of  berievers  who  arc  now  at  peace  with  God  \  \ 
Rom.  V.  I.  Therefore  being  juilified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with 
God  through  our  Lord  Jelus  Chri.1.     And  whom  he  juftificth  he 
giorifieth.  Rom.  viii.  30.  Whom  he  juflified^  them  he  alfo  glorified, 

(Xi  I.  "What  is  the  fecond  inference  from  hence  ?  / 

^Thc  eatceHency  and  neceflity  of  faith  j  Rom.  iii.  30.  The  or* 
cnmcifion  is  julHfied  by  faith,  and  the  uncircumdiion  through  £i|th, 

<yi  J.   What  is  the  third  inference  ? 

^Tbgt^thc  grratncTs  oFSnTs  no  bar  to  faith,  fince  it  is  the  righ-  s 
teoufnefsofChnft  that  juftifieth •,  a  Cor.  v.*  21.  For  he  hath  made  j 
him  to  be  ^  &r  us,  who  knew  no  fin,  that  we  may  be  made  the  righ* 
(eoofnels  of  God  in  him. 

Q^y.  What  is  the  laft  inference  ? 

A*  Thsit  believers  ought  to  be  exceeding  humble,  and  far  fropi  k; 
hwWng^    The  law  of  faith  excludes  boaftingj  Rom.  iii.  27.  Where  '    . 
fs  boamng  then  ?  It  is  excluded  :  By  what  law  ?  of  works  ?  nay,  but 
by  ^hp  bw  of  faith. 

Of  Adoption* 

Qncft.  34.  XTT  THAT  is  adoption  > 

\y     A.  Adoption  is  an  aS  of  Got s  free  grace^  nvherelj  \ 
^w^rericdv^^  into  the  number,  and  have  a  right  to  ail  theprtviUgesffibe  \ 
JonsrfGpd, 
'  '0^1.  How  many  forts  of  fons  are  there  ? 

A.  There  b  one  by  generation,  and  another  by  adoption  ;  John 
i.  12,  13.  But  as  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to 
become  the  fons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  in  his  name } 
which  were  born,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flelh^  nor  of 
the  will  of  man,  but  of  God. 

0^2.  What  moves  God  to  adopt  any  man  ? 

A.  Nothing  hut  his  free  love ;  1  John  iiL  i.  Behold  what  manner 
ef  love  the  Father  hath  bcilowed  on  uS;  that  w^ihould  be  called  the 
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0^2*  Is  thb  privilege  common  toaU  men  ? 
^       A.^o  ;  It  Is^  peculiar  to  them  that  receive  him  ;  John  I.  1 2.  But 
as  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  becoxtie  the  fons 
of  God, 

(^4.  U  hat  IS  the  firft  property  of  gdcMHioo  ? 
^M^    aTU  is  a  coflly  relation;  GaL  iv.  4.  When  th«  fulncfe  of  time 
was  come,  God  lent  forth  his  Son,  ihadc  of  a  woman^  naade  under  the 
law,  to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law^  that  we  mijht  receive 
the  adoption  of  fons. 

0^5.  What  is  the  fccond  property  of  adoption  ? 
A.  It  is  an  high  and  honourable  relation  j  I  John  iH.  i.  BehoW 
"i^hat  manner  of  love  the  Father  hathbeftowcd  on  us,  that  wefliould 
be  called  the  fons  of  God. 

Q..6.  What  is  the  third  property  of  adoption  ? 
^xy-  ^.  It  is  a  free  relation  on  God's  part ;  Eph.  i.  4,  5.  According  as 
iia  hath  chofen  us  in  him  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  that  we 
Should  be  holy  and  without  blame  before  him  b  love.  Havii^  prc- 
dcftinated  us  unto  the  adoptios  of  children,  by  Jcfus  Chrift  to  him- 
ftlf,  according  to  the  good  pleafurc  of  his  wHl.  And  k  make*  us 
free ;  John  viii.  36.  If  the  Son  therefore  fliall  make  you  free,  yc  fliall 
ht  free  indeed. 

0^7.  Wh':t  is  the  fourth  property  of  adoption  ? 
A.  It  is  a  permanent  relation  ;  John  viii.  35,  The  Son  abideth  in 
ihe  houfc  for  ever. 

Q.  6.  What  is  the  firft  privilege  of  the  adopted  ? 
A,  They  have  an  intereft  in  Cfod,  as  children  in  a  fatW  I  2  Cor. 
vi.  18.  And  I  will  be  a  Father  unto  you,  and  ye  /hall  be  my  fons  and 
daughters,  faith  the  Lord  Almighty* 
0^9.  What  is  the  fecond  privilege  ? 

<rf^  Being  God's  Tons,  they  are  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with 
Chrift;  Rom.  viii.  17.  And  if  children,  then  heirs,  heirs  of  God,  and 
joint  heirs  with  Chrift. 

Q.  10.  What  is  the  third  privilege  i 

A.  Seafonable  and  fan^llBed  affli;%ons  i  Hcb.  slm.  6,  He  fcourgeth 
livery  fon  whom  be  receiveth. 

<J(1^T  I.  What  is  the  fourth  privilege  ? 

A^  The  attendance  and  miniftry  of  angels;  Heb.  i.  14.  Arc  they 
not  all  minilVmg  fpirits,  fent  forth  to  miniiler  for  them  who  (hall 
.   be  heirs  of  falvation  ? 

0^12.  What  h  the  fifth  privilege  ? 

A  The  afliftance  of  the  Spirit  in  prayer  5  Rom.  viii.  15.  For  wc 
have  not  received  the  fpirit  of  bondage  again  to  fear,  but  ye  have  re- 
ceived the  Spirit  of  adoption,  whereby  we  cry,  Abba,  Father.  ^^ 
:  God's  audience  of  their  prayers ;  i  John  v.  14  And  this  '»-  the  con-; 
£dence  that  we  have  in  him.  That  ii  we  afk  any  thing  according  to  his 
will,  he  heareth  us. 
Ct.  1 3.  What  ufe  fhould  we  make  of  this  ? 
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tcacbcth  us  to  carry  oiir&lyeil  ^  ^WWrea  to  our  heavenly 
I  Virjl^  In  our  imif ation  of  hiin ;  Epb.  v,  j.  Bff  ye  therefore 

'  '  God,  as  dear  cbildF«n.     &^«afl(ii,i.u,Pur  fiibmifliop  to  ,/. 

•ii.  9.  Furthermore^  we  h;i?f  had^hers  oJF  our  flefli,  who 
s,  and  we  gavf  them  ^pevercpf  e  (  fliall  we  not  much  rather 
tion  to  the  Father  of  ipuit3«  and  live  ?  Tiird/yy  In  our  de-_,  .•» 
>n  him  \  Macth*  t.  32.  For  your  heavenly  Father  knovetb 
ave  need  of  all  tb^fe  things.. 

35.  TJITHjVX  Ss  fanaification  ?  . 

V  V  A.  San^ftficcUlon  //  the  tvork  of  God's  Jree  grace^ 
v€  are  renewed  in  the  whole  maj$  after  the  image  of  Gfldt  and  fl  w 
ore  and  more  to  die  undprQny  and  live  unto  ri^eot^nejs^  ^ 

What  arc  the  part?  of  lan^ficaUon  ? 
i);ing  unto  fin,  and  living  unto  God ;  Rom.  vi.  1 1.  Like-  / 
^     reckon  ye  alfo  yourfelves  to  be  dead  indeed  unto  fiji>  but  alive 
outo  Godj  through  Jefu5  Chirift  our  Lord. 

0^2,   Who  '^  the  Author  of  fan^ificatioR  ? 

A.  God  only  ;  Jude  ver*  i.  To  them  that  are  fanAified  by  Qod  dui 
Father. 

0^3.  Whatistheinfirutnent  of  it? 

A.  The  word  of  God ;  John  zvii.  17.  fan^fy  them  through  thjf 
truth  5  thy  word  is  truth. 

Q.  4.    What  part  of  man  is  fan  Aided  ? 

A,  Every  part/both  of  loul  andboc^'i  i  TheCv.  ^3.  Aod  the 
very  God  of  peace  fanftify  you  wholly ;  and  I  pray  God  your  v^ol^ 
'pint,  foul|  and  body  be  preferved  blamele&  unto  the  coming  of  oiv 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

Q^5i  is fandification perfeAed. ajt once? 

A'  No  j^  ^^^l.^^%f^  >  7-  ^^t«  i"*  '8.  But  grow  ingrace»  and  in 
tlie  knbwle<(ge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift. 

Q.  6.  When  will  it  be  madepcrfc^? 

A.  When  we  come  to  heaven,  and  not  before ;  I  Cor.  xiii.  jo,  j  i. 
Bat  when  that  which  is  perfect  is  come,  then  that  which  is  in  prt 
fliaU  be  done  away. 

Q^  7.  What, are  the  fignsof  true  fanftifkatlon  ? 

A.  When  it  runs  into  all  parts  of  our  coaverfatioti  \  I  Pet.  L  15. 
But  as  he  which  hath  called  you  is  holy,  fo  be  ye  holy  In  all  manner 
ofconverfation.  Secondly ^  And  continues  to  the  end  \  Rev.  3uii«  1 1* 
Let  him  that  is  holy  be  holy  dill. 

0^8.  What  is  the  infcparable  companion  of  fenfltification  ? 

A,  Righteoufnefs  towards  men;  Luke  i.  74,  75.  That  he  would 
grant  unto  us,  that  we  being  delivered  out  of  the  hands  of  our  en&* 
mies,  might  ferve  him  without  fear,  in  holinefs,  ^  rightiouibefi 
before  him  all  the  days  of  our    '"'•. 

Q.  9.  What  is  oppofitc  to  1:  '•f  ion  ?    , 
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A.  Allfilthindsof  flelhand  ipxrit;  aCor.viLi.  Ilaviiig  thav<» 
fore  thefe  proiDife^,  dearly  beloved,  let  tis  cleanfe  ourfchres  from  all 
filthiners  of  fleih  and  fpirit. 

Q.  10.  What  is  the  privilege  of  the  fanftified  ? 

A.  They  are  all  clcfted,  and  (hall  be  glorified;  i  Pet.  i.  2,4,  Elcft 
according  to  the  fore-^knowledgeof  God  the  Father,  thfough  fan£lift« 
cation  of  the  Spirit — ^to  an  inheritance  incorruptible  and  tindefikdi 
and  that  fadeth  not  aviray,  refenred  in  heaven  for  joa. 

Q^  I  r .  What  is  the  cafeof  them  who  live  and  die  unfan^tified  ? 

ji.  They  ffiall  never  fce  .God"|  Hcb.  xii.  14.  Follow  peace  with 
ill  men,  andhblinefs ;  without  which  no  man  ikslX  fee  the  Lord. 

Q^ia.  What  difitrenceth  true  from  pretended  fanAification  ? 

J.  True  fan'SiEcation  purgctlitbe  heart  from  thcTbvc  of  fin; 
Rom.  viin5.TFor  that'whlch  I  do,  I  allow  not.  And  the  life  from 
the  dominion  of  fin  ;  Rom.  vi.  19.  As  ye  have  yielded  your  members 
fervants  to  uncleai^nefs,  and  to  iniquity  unto  iniquity  $  even  (o  now 
yield  your  members  fervants  to  righteoufnefs,  unto  hoUneis. 

Q^  13.  May  great  finners  bcianftified  i 

A*  Yes;  the  Spirit  of  God  can  fanAify  the  vileft  heart ;  i  Cor. 
▼i.  II.  And  fuch  were  fome  of  you;  but  ye  arc  wafhed,^but  ye  are 
faniUfied. 


Of  Affuranee^  the  Fruit  of  Jufltficatwn. 

I  AT  are  the  benefits^  which  in  this 

accompany,  or  flow  from  juftification^  adoption. 


Qgeft.  36.  XT  THAT  are  the  benefits^  which  in  this  life  dp  .either 


and  randification  ? 

A.  ^he  benefits  which  in  this  life  4^  either  accompany^  or  Jlow  firam 
'     jtsftifiration^  adoption^  and fanBifcation^  art  affurance  ofGof^hvix  peac^ 
y  confcience^  j^j  in  the  Holy  Ghoft^  increaje  of  grace ^  and  pcgfkveranct 
therein  to  the  end. 

Q.  I.  Is  afllirance  pofilble  to  be  attained  in  this  life? 
A.  Yes;  for  fome  have  had  it;  Cant.  vi.  3.  I  am  my  beloved's, 
and  my  beloved  is  mine.  And  all  Chriftians  are  commanded  to  ftrivc 
•  for  it ;  2  Pet.  i.  10.    Wherefore  the  rather,  brethren,  give  diligence, 
to  make  your  calling  and  eleAion  fure. 

^  a.  How  many  forts  of  afliirancc  are  there  ? 
A*  There  is  an  obje^live  afliirance;  2  Tim.  ii.  19.     Nevcrthclcfs, 
the  foundation  of  God  ftandeth  fure^  having  this  ieal.  The  Lord 
knoweth  them  that  are  his.     And  a  fubjeAive  or  perfonal  afliicwce  ; 
Gal.  ii.  20.  Who  loved  me^  aad  gave  himfelf  for  me. 
^.  3.  Is  perfonal  afliirance  perfeA  in  this  life  ? 
A.  No ;  It  admits  of  doubts  and  fears,  which  interrupts  it,  _and  it 
C    b  not  always  at  one  height;  i  Cor.  xiii*  lo.  When  that  which  is  per* 
;    k(X  is  come,  then  that  which  is  in  part  {hall  be  done  away. 
Q.  4.  On  what  teftimony  is  perfonal  ai&rance  built  ? 
-     A.  Upon  the  teftimony  ot  God's  Spirit  witnefling  with  oursj  Rom- 
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viu.  16.  the  SipHt  itfelf  bear«Ch  witneff  with  our  fpirit,  tbtt  we  sm 
the  children  of  God. 
Q^  5.  Do^h  the  Spirit  make  ufe  of  figns  in  us  to  aflhre  us  ?  i 

A  ics  ?  ordTnaTily  "he  doth  ;  i  John  Hi.  14.     Wc  know  that  we  ' 
arc  paflcd  from  death  to  life,  becaufe  we  love  the  brethren.   And  vcr. 
24.  Hereby  we  know  that  he  abidetfa  in  us,   by  the  Spirit  which  he 
fiath  given  us 

Q^  6.  How  is  true  aflurance  difeerned  from  prefiimption  ?  I 

A.  True  aflurance  humbler  thefou* ;  Gal.  ii.  20*     I  am  crucified   j 
with  Chrift  :  neverthelefs  I  live  *,  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me* 
And  makes  the  foul  afraid  of  (in;  2.  Cor.  vii.  t.     Having  therefore 
thefe  promifesy  deairly  beloved,  let  us  deanfe  ourfeives  from  ail  tilthi* 
oe/s  oif  the  fle(h  smd  fpirit,  perfe£ting  hoHneis  in  the  fear  ofCoi. 

Q.  7.  What  is  the  ufual  fcafon  Gt  aflurance?  I 

A.  The  time  of  ffreateft  fuffcrings  for  Chrift}  i  Pet.  Jv.  14.  tf  fc  ' 
be  reproaclie clTor  the'name  of  Chrift,  happy  are  je }  for  the  Spirit  of  ' 
glory  and  of  God  refteth  upon  you: 

(^  8,  ts  perfonal  afluranCe  abfolutety  neceflary  to  falvation^ 

A.  No  5  a  man  nuj;^bc  iaved,  andlii  CbriR,  without  it  5  Ifa.  1. 
10.  WB6  is  among  you  that  feareth  the  Lord,  that  obeyeth  the  Voice 
of  his  fervant,  that  walketh  in  darknefs,  and  hath  no  light  ?  Let  hiitt 
tnift  i^  the  name  of  the  Lord,'  and  ft  ay  upon  his  God. 

Qj^  9.  What  is  the  fruit  of  aflurance  ? 

A  Joy  unipeakable  amidft  outward  trouMei  ;  Rom.  r.  If.    And  ^ 
not  only  fo,  tjrut  we  alfo  joy  in  God,  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift^ 
by  whom.wc  have  nowrcceircd  the  atonement. 

Q.  10.  What  fins.  iKually  eclipfe  our  aflurance  \ 

A»  Negligence  in  duty  ftarves  it  ^  2  Pet.  i.  lo-  Gire  dtUgeiice  td   ' 
make  yoiir  calling  and'  efcftion  fiire :  For  if  you  do  thefe  things  ye    ' 
ihall  nerer  fall      And  (inning  a^atnft  lights  ftabs  it ;   Pfalm  U.  8. 
Make  me  to  heat'  joy  and  gladnefs  j  that  the  bones  trhich  thou  haffc 
broken  may  rejoice. 

Q^  1 1.  What  is  the  fifft  inference  fit)m  this  doftrint  ? 

A,  That  no  iinresencrate  pedTon  can  have  any  aflurance ;  fi»r  if  b  ' 
the  fruit  of  juftjfic'aticmjL  adoption,  and  fandlification* 

Q^  12.    What  is  the  fecond  mference  } 

if.  That  all  the  joys  of  heaven  arc  not  to  come;  but  Ibme  com-     * 
iminicated  in  this  life}  i  Pet.  i.  8.  Whom  having  not  feen  ye  love;  ill 
whom  £E6ugh  pow  ye  fee  him  not,  yet  beliering,  ye  rejoice  with  joy 
QDfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory. 

^13.  What  is  the  third  inference  ? 

if.  That  aflurcd  believers  n^^A  to  be  circumfpcftpcrfons,  that  they 
grieve  nqftKc  [Spirit  ;'l!ph.  iv.  30.  And  grieve  not  the  holy  Spirit  of. 
God,  whereby  ye  are  fealed  unto  the  day  of  redemption. 
Vou    VL  Cc 
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Of  Peace  (f  Ccnfcience. 
Queft.  I.  TTT'HAT  doth  the  word  Peace  fignify  in  fcripturc  ? 

VV       ^'  In  ^c  language  of  the  Old  Tcftamcnt  it  fig- 
fufies  all  temporal  good  \  i  Sam.  xxv.  6.  Peace  be  both  to  thee,  and 
peace  be  in  thine  houfe,  and  peace  be  unto  all  that  thou  haft.  And  in 
^^  the  New  Teftament  all  fpecial  good  -,  as  2  TheC  iii.  16.    Ni^  the 
Lord  of  peace  himielf  give  you  peace  always. 
Q.  2.  What  are  the  kinds  of  fpecial  peace  ? 
"       Ji.  There  is  a  twofold  pefce  >    one  without  us,  by  reconciliation ; 
Rom.  V.  I.  Therefore,  being  juftified  by  faith,,  we  have  peace  with 
^  pod.  And  jpeace  within  us,  by  wiv  of  confolation  ;  Col.  iii.  15.  And 
let  the  peace  of  God  rule  in  your  nearts. 
Q^  3.  What  did  our  peace  coft  Chrift  ? 

A.  It  coft  Turn  blopdy  ftripes  and  fufferingsj  Ifa.  liii.  5-  The  chaf- 
tifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  Jiim ;  and  by  his  ftripes  we  are 
healed. 

C^  4*  Can  none  have  true  peace  but  fuch  as  are  in  him  ? 
A*  No }  others  may  have  faiie  peace }  Luke  xi.  2i.  Wvhenaftrong; 
V  oaan  armed  keepeth  his  palace,  his  goods  are  in  peace.    But  belie^sers 
only  have  true  peace}   Rom.  v.  i.    Therefore,  being  juftified  by 
£tith|  we  have  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

QI^  5.  Have  all  believers  peace  in  their  confciences  at  4II  times  I 
;  A.  No,  they  are  always  in  a  ftate  of  peace,  but  have  notlalways 
the  fenlToTpcace ;  Fa.^1  10.  Who  is  among  you  that  feareth  the 
Lord,  and  obeyeth  the  voice  of  his  fervant,  that  walketh  in  darkneis, 
and  hath  no  light?  Let  him  tnift  in  the  ,namc  of  the  Lord,  and  fiay 
vpon  his  God. 

Q^  6.  What  is  that  which  hinders  the  fenfe  of  peace  in  believers  ? 
A.  Their  fins  againft  the  Lord,  and  grieving  pf  his  Spirit  \  Ifii.  liz. 
2.    But  your  iniquities  have  feparated  between  you  and  your  God; 
nd  your  fins  have  hid  his  face  from  you,  that  he  will  not  hear. 

(^  7*  What  maintains  the  ftate  of  peace  when  the  fenfe  of  peace 
kk>ft? 

A.  Chrift's  continual  and  potent  intercefiion  vrith  the  Father  for 
us ;  I  John  ii.  12.    My  little  children,  thefe  things  write  I  unto  you, 
(hat  ye  fin  not :  And  if  any  man  fin,  we  have  an  Advocate  with  the 
Father,  Jefns  Chrift  the  righteous. 
Q.  8.  What  is  the  heft  way  to  maintain  our  peace  with  God  ? 
A.  StriA  walking  by  gofpel  rules ;  GaL  vi.  16.  And  as  many  as 
walk  according  to  this  rule,   peace  be  on  them* 
'  (^  9.  Doth  this  peace  come  aiv^  go  with  outward  peace  ? 
A.  No;  we  may  enjoy  this  when  no  peace  is  to  be  had  In  the  world; 
John  xvi.  33.  Thefe  things  have  I  ipoken  unto  you,  that  m  me  ye 
might  have  peace.    In  the  world  ye  fliaD  have  tribulation  ;  but  be  of 
good  cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world. 

^  xo.  What  is  the  firft  inflru^lion  from  hence  i 
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if*  That  the  wicked  are  in  a  fad  ca(e  at  all  timesj  but  efpeciallj  ia   -; 
evil  times  \  Ifa.  Ivii.  ao,  ai.  But  the  wicked  are  like  tlie  troubled  Tea 
when  it  cannot  reft|  whofe  waters  caft  up  mire  and  dirt.  There  is  no 
peace,  faith  my  God,  to  the  wicked. 

(^  II.  What  is  the  fccond  inftruAion  .from  hence  ? 

jf.  That  the  chief  care  of  a  Chriftian  ihbuld  be  to  keep  his  peace  ^ 
with  .Qpd  s  Jer.  xvii.  17.  Be  not  a  terror  to  me  \  thou  ar^  my  hope 
m  the  day  of  evil. 

0^12.  What  is  the  laft  inftrudion  from  hence  ?  t 

A.  Let  the  faints  long  to  be  in  heaven,  the  ftateof  fiill  and  per-    ^^ 
feft  peace  \  lia.  (vii.  2.  He  /hall  enter  into  peace ;  they  fliall  reft  in 
their  beds^  each  one  walking  in  his  uprightnefs. 

Of  Joy  in  the  H<Jy  Ghofl. 

Queft.  I.  TT.OW  many  forts  of  joy  are  there  among  men  ? 

I  JL      ^'  There  is  afcnfitivcjpy ;  A£b  xiv.  17.  Never-  - 
thelefs  he  lett  not  himfelf  without  witnefi,  in  that  he  did  good,  and 
gave  us  rain  from  heaven  and  fruitful  feafons,  filling  our  hearts  with 
food  and  ghdnefi.     A  finfiiljoy  ;  Prov.  xv.  21.  Folly  is  joy  to  him  ^• 
diat  is  defUtute  of  wiiSom.     And  a  fpiritnal  joy  \   Rom.  v.  11.     And 
not  only  fo,  but  we  alio  joy  in  God  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

Q^  2.  Why  is  Ipiritual  joy  called  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft  ?  , 

A.  Becaute  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  the  author  of  it  \  Gal.  v.  22.  But  the  ^ 
fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  &c. 

Q^  3.  "Wlw^is  the  firft  thing  begets  joy  in  the  faints  ? 

A*  The  firSlhing  they  joy  in  is,  their  juftificatioo  before  God  ; 
Ifa.  Ixi.  10^  Twill  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord ;  my  foul  fliall  be  joy- 
fal  in  my  God ;  for  he  hath  cloathed  me  with  the  garments  of  fsd- 
vation,  he  hath  covered  me  with  the  robes  of  righteoufnefs.  Rom.  v. 
II.  And  not  only  ib,  but  we  alfo  joy  in  God,  tlmugh  our  Lord  Jefus 
Qirift,  by  whom  we  have  now  received  the  atonement. 

Qj^  4.  What  is  the  fecond  thing  that  breeds  this  joy  ? 

A,  Hopc^Tglory  breeds  joy  in  the  faints^  Rom.  v.  2.  And  rejoice^ 
in  hope  oftEeglory  orCod. 

Q^  5.  What  is  the  inftrument  by  which  the  Spirit  conveys  ihb 

J.  Faith  is  the  inftrument  of  it  \  Phil.  i.  25.  And  having  this  con- 
fidence^  I~know  that  I  (ball  abide  and  continue  with  you  all,  for  your 
iiirthenmce  and  joy  of  faith. 
(^  6.  W  hat  is  the  firft  property  of  this  joy  ? 
A.  It  is  joy  imipeakablei  and  full  of  glory }  1  Pet.  i.  8.  Believingi 
;e  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory. 
(^  7.  What  is  the  fecond  property  of  it  ? 

wf.  That  rt~^  noTin  the  power  of  men  to  deprive  the  faints  of  it ; 
John  xvi.  22.  And  your  joy  no  man  taketh  fitt>m  you. 
Q.  8.  What  is  thc_  third  property  of  it? 
X  It  makes  the  foul  free  and  dieerful  in  the  ways  of  obedience  % 
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^al  muR*  32.  I  wiU  Tim  the  waya  of  t^y  conamandmentei  vrbm  tbou 
fksAt  enlarge  my  heart* 

0^9.  What  is  moft  dcflxuftive  to  a  Chnffian'sjoy  ? 
j1.  Sin,  elpe'cially  fin  againfl  light,;  P{alin  U.  8.  Make  me  to  Bear 
joy  and  glaclncfei  that  the  bpnes  which  thou  haft  broken  may  rejoice. 
Q^io.  ^i^.^^uld  be  the  main  care  of  a  Chriftian  in  this.world? 
^        ^    To  mjujlam  hi^       in  God  tq  the  laft  ;  A6s  nx,  24.  But  none 
of  tbefe  things  move  me  ;  neither  count  I  my  life  dear  unto  myfelf,  fo 
that  I.  might  fini(b  my  courie  with  joy. 
r      Q^ 1 1    Havejiot  hjjpcritesthcir joys  as wjjll ^.rcal Ghrifik)"* ? 
i       ^    Tl^l  ^}  ^^c  P7  of  the  hjgocritc  is  not  j^ounded .  uggvjtnf* 
\  ture-warrant,  and  will  vanifli  away^,  and  will  come  to  nothingjitJl^  \ 
/  JoHn  V.  35.  He  was  a  burning  and  a  Ihining  light ;  and  ye  were  wil- 
ling for  a  feafon  to  rejoice  in  his  light. 

Q^  1 2.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 
A.  Let  air  thai  expeik  joy  inf  the  Holy  Ghoftj^  fee  that  they,  pre- 
'    ierve  purity  of  conicience  and  converfation ;  %  Cor.  I   1 2.  For  out 
lejoiclng  is  thiSj  the  teAimony  of  our  oonfciencey  that  in  fimplicity  and 
godly  fiQcerky»  not  with  flefhly  wirdom>  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  w^ 
tkave  had  our  coOTerfatlon  in  the  world,  and  more  abundantly  to  yon- 
wards. 
>r     Q^  13.  What  is  tfhe^laft  inference  ? 

A.  That  religion  is  no  melancholy  things  but  th^  iouptaiaiof  all 
'  joy  and  pleafurej  Prov.  iii.  17.  Her  ways  are  way^  of  pleai(antneii| 
and  all  her  paths  are  peace. 

Of  thi  Increafe  cf  Grace. 

Queft.  I,  T^OTH  all  true  grate  incr^fe  and  ^v  I 

J.  3  -^-  Yes,  it  doth,  like  the  mornjng^light^ij^fov, 
}?•  i&.  The  path  of  the  juft  is  as  the  Ibiniog  light,  that  fhineth  mot^ 
and  more  unto  the  perfe^  day.  And  iov  th^  end  God  hatti  ^jjpoint? 
ed  minifters  ^  ordinances}  £pb.  iv.  11,  12.  And  he  gave  fome, 
jipoftksi  and  ibnoe,  prophets;  and  iome,  evangeliftsv  axid  fome, 
pailors  and  teachers  -,  for  the  perfeding  of  the  faints,  for  the  work  o( 
the  minifiry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Chrift. 

0^2.  Cannot  falfe  or  feeiping  grace  grow  ? 

A.  It  may  fpring  up,  and  ieem  to  fiouriih  &r  a  time^  but  comes 
|M>t  to  perfHflion;  Xuke  vuL  14.  And  that  which  fell  among  thorns, 
are  they,  which  when  they  have  heard,  go  forth,  and  are^choaked 
with  the  cares,  and  riches,  and  pleasures  of  this  life,  ai^il  bring  no 
£mt  to  perfe^oo.  '^ 

Q^  3.  What  is  the  fir  A  refjpcA  in  \vlucb  gr^e  grows  ? 

A,  It  grows  by  deeper  rooting  itfelf  in  th&&i)Lk  \  £ph.  141.  17.  That 
Cbtift  maydweU  in  your  hearts  by  £%ith  v  tbaX  ye  being  rooted  and 
grounded  in  \o\%%  xQisiif  b«able,  ^. 

Ql  4.  What  is  the  feco«d  pefpoA  or  manner  of  its  grow*  ? 
'  .    4^   \t  g^w«  »  rci^  of  iu  greajtp-  fitncis  anire^wbft^  for  adb 


Digitized  by 


Google 


An  Mf^p^ion  of  the  AJfmkl^s  CaieAifm.  205 

ofobedicDCc;  Col.  i.  11.  Strengthened  with  all  might,  according  to 
his  glorious  power,  unto  all  patience  and  long-fuflfering  with  joyful* 
neis. 

Q.  5.  What  b  tti<  third  refpcft  or  manner  of  it^growth  ?  r^ 

A.  Itgrows  In  rejpeft  of  its  HbiKtie^  to  fix  the  mind  more  fteadilj 
on  (piritual  things.     Hence  grown  Qhri&ians  are  called  ipiritaal  men;  ^ 
Gair  vi,  I.  7e  which  are  ipTritual,  reliore  fuch  an  one  in  the  ipirit  of 
meekneis. 

<^(J.  Why ®uft all  true ^grace grow?  ,-, 

A.  Becaufe  there Js  jLi^ature  to  which  Chriftians  are  ;q>poiated  )  j 
£pb»  VI.  13.  Till  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  f^h,  and  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect  man,  utuo  the  meaiiji^ 
of  the  flat  are  of  the  fulnefs  of  Chrifl. 

Qi  7.  What  arfi  the  caufcs  of  a  Chriftian*s  growth  ?  f 

A.  XTnion  with  Chrijli  John  xv.  4.  As  the  branch  cannot  bear  9 
fruit  of  iticQT,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine  \  no  more  can  ye,  except  yc  ^ 
abide  in  me.     And  his  bleflings  on  the  ordinances;  Ifa.  Iv.  10,11. 
For  as  the  rain  cometK  down,  and  the  inow  from  heaven,  and  return* 
cth  ttot  thither,  but  waterech  the  earth,  and  maketh  it  bring  forth  and  ! 
bud>  that  it  may  give  feed  to  the  fbwer,  and  bread  to  the  eater;  {q^] 
ihaU  my  word  be  that  goeth  forth  out  of  my  mouth ;  it  fhall  not  re-  '^  ^ 
turn  unto  me  void,  but  it  fhail  accomplilh  that  which  I  pleafe,  and  it 
ihaii  profper  in  the  thing  whereto  I  fent  it.     And  providences ;  PhiL 
i.  19.  For  I  l^now  that  this  fhall  turn  to  my  Salvation  through  your 
pr^ers,  and  the  fupply  of  the  Spirit  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

0^8.  May  not  true  grace  fbraetimcs  decay  ? 

A.  YcSjlf  may  ?  Rev,  11.  4.  Neverthclefs,  I  have  fomewhat  againd  ^^;. 
thee,  bcGaufe  thou  haft  left  thy  firft  love.     But  not  utterlv ;  i  John 
Ml.  9^  Whoibever  is  born  of  God,  doth  not  commit  fin ;  ior  his  feed 
reoiaineth  in  him. 

Q^   What  is  the  fjrft  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  'ro_blcfs_  Go  J  for  gofpel-ordinances ;  Pfal.  xcii.  13,  14,  Thofe  - 
that  be  planted  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  inail  flourlfli  in  the  coutts  of 
our  God  ',  they  fball  ftill  bring  forth  fruit  in  old  age ;  they  fhall  be 
fat  and  flouri  thing. 

Q^io.  Wh^t  is  the  fccond  Inference  ? 

A.  Hence  we  fee  the  miferable  date  of  them  that  grow  worfc  and  ' 
wprfc;  Jude,  ver.  i  %^  Thefe  are  fpots  in  your  feafts  of  charity,  when  " 
they  feaft  with  youj  feeding  themfelves  without  fear :  Clouds  they 
are  without  water,  carried  about  of  winds :  Trees  whole  fruit  wi«* 
tbcreth,  without  fruit,  twice  dead,  plucked  up  by  the  root. 

Q.  II.  What  is  the  third  inference? 

A.  Chriftians  {houl  J  not  be  difcouraged  at  their  weakness  in  grace, 
for  thcf  have^a  merciful  Chrift  ;  Ifaiah  xlii.  3.  A  bruKcd  reed  IhaU 
Se~nbtbreak  ;  and  the  imoaking  flax  ihail  he  not  quench  ;  he  ihaU 
bring  forth  judgment  unto  tn;th»     And  a  fure  promiie }  Job  xvil  9I 
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The  righteous  alfo  (hall  hold  on  his  way  \  and  he  that  hath  clean 
hands  (hall  be  ftrongcr  and  ftronger. 

Q.  12.  What  isthe  laft  inference? 

A.  That  all  true  Chriftians  draw  daily  nearer  and  nearer  to  the 
hravcniy  arid  perfcft  ftate  ;  2  Cor.  iv.  16.  For  which  caufe  we  fiunt 
)  j)  not  V  but  though  our  outward  man  perifh,  yet  the  in^ieard  man  is 
renewed  day  by  day ;  Rom,  xiii.  1 1.  For  now  is  our  lalvation  nearer 
than  when  we  believed. 

Of  Perfeverance* 
QuelV.  I.  "^XTHAT  is  perfevcrance  to  the  end  \ 

yj\  y/.  It  is  the  fteady  and  conftant  continusincc  of 
ChriAians  in  the  ways  of  diity  and  obedience,  amidfi  all  temptations 
and'dilcpuragcinents.to  the  contrary  ^  Col.  i.  23.  If  ye  continue  in 
the  faith,  grounded  and  fettled,  and  be  not  moved  away  from  the  hope 
of  the  goipel,  which  ye  have  heard,  and  which  was  preached  to  every 
Cfcature  which  is  under  heaven,  whereof  I  Paul  am  made  a  minifter. 

0^2.  Do  all  that  profefs  Chrift  continue  in  him  ? 

A^  No ;  many  that  at  jBrft  zealoufly  profefs  him,  afterwards  f>ll 
away }  John  vi.  (^6.  From  that  time  many  of  his  difciples  went  back^ 
and  walked  no  more  with  him, 

0^3.  Why  do  npt  all  perfevere  ? 

A*  Becaufe  all  profeflfors  have  not  a  good  root  and  foundation  \ 
Matth.  xiB.  20,  21.  But  hejbat  received  the  feed  into  ftony  places, 
the  fame  is  he  that  heareth  the  word^  and  anon  with  joy  receiveth  it^ 
yet  hath  he  not  root  in  himfelf,  but  endureth  for  a  while  \  for  when 
tribulation  or  perfecution  arifeth  becaufe  of  the  wotx!^  by  an4  by  he 
is'cffcnied. 

0^4.  What  is  the  firft  ground  of  the  faints  perfeverance  ? 

A.  God's  clefting  love,  in  which  they  arc  given  to  Chrift  ;  John  x. 
29.  My  Father  which  gave  them  me  is  greater  than  all  \  and  none  is 
able  to  pluck  them  out  of  my  Father's  hand. 

Q.  5.  What  is  the  fecond  ground  of  perfevcrance  ? 

A,  The  immortal  nature  of  fanftifying.grace ;  John  iv.  14.  But 
whofoevef  drinketh  of  the  water  that  \  (hall  give  him  (hall  never  thirft, 
but  the  water  that  I  (hall  give  him  (hall  h^  in  him  a  well  of  water 
fpringing  up  into  everlailing  life*  i  John  iii,  9.  For  his  feed  remains 
eth  in  him, 

Q;_^  6.  'What  is  the  third  ground  of  it  ? 

A.  The  covenant  of  grac^j  Jer.  xxxii.  40.  And  I  will  make  an 
cverlafling  covenant  with  them,  that  I  will  not  turn  away  from  thcro 
to  do  them  good  \  but  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  that  they 
iball  not  depart  from  me. 

Q^  7.  What  is  the  fourth  ground  of  it  ? 
J      /^.  Chrift's  effeftual  interceflion  j  Luke  xxii.  32,  But  I  have  pray- 
ed for  thee,  that  thy  faith  fail  not. 

Q.  8.  Arc  there  no  declinings  of  grace  in  the  faints  ? 

Ai  Yes,  there  arej   Rev.  ii.  4,  Neverthclels  I  have  fomcwhat 
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a^nft  thee,  becaule  thou  haft  left  th^  firft  love.    Yet  gme  cwQot  ^ 
be  total];  or  finally  loft ;  For  the  feed  of  God  remainethin  the  Tano  T 
tified ;  i  John  iii.  9,  Whofoever  is  born  of  God,  doth  not  commit 
fin }  for  his  feed  rem^eth  in  him :  And  he  cannot  fin  %  becaufe  he 
is  born  of  God. 

Q^.  h  there  no  hope  of  falvation  for  Jinal  apoftates  ?  ^ 

A,  K?t^J]^?l8Plp?-l^V^.i£PJlfi'»  Heb.  X.  38.  But  If  any  man  draw  ' 
back,  mjfoul  (hail  have  no  pleafure  in  him. 

Q^i  o.  What  js  the  firft  in^u^oniirom  hence  ? 

A.  It  warns  all  men  to  lay  a  good  fouodation*  kft  the  boildigj^^of  ^ 
hope^Be  over-turned  when  the  ftorm  comes ;  Matth.  vii.  24,  25,  I 
Therefore,  whofoever  heareth  thefe  fayings  of  mine,  and  doth  them» 
I  will  Uken  him  unto  a  wife  man  which  built  his  houfe  upon  a  rock : 
And  the  rain  defcended,  and  the  floods  came,  and  the  winds  blew^ 
and  beat  upon  that  houfe ;  and  it  fell  not,  for  it  was  founded  upon  a 
rock. 

Q^i  I.  What  is  the  fecond  inftruftion  ? 

A.  That  all  men  {hould  look  to  themfelyes,  left  they  lole  the  things 
which  they  have  wrought  \  2  John,  verfe  8.  Look  to  yourfelvcs,  that 
ye  lofe  not  thefe  things  which  we  have  wrought,  but  that  we  receive 
a  full  reward,  i  Cor.x.  12.  Wherefore  let  him  that  thinketh  he 
ftandeth,  take  heed  left  he  fall. 

Q^  1 2.  What  is.  the  laft  inftruftion  ? 

A.  Let  no  true  Chriftian  be  difcouraged,  how  weak  fbever,  for 
God  is  able  to  makehlm  ftand  ;  Rom.  xv.  4  Who  art  thou  that 
judgeft  another  man's  fervant  ?  To  his  own  mafter  he  ftandeth  or 
£ilkth;  yea,  he  ihall  be  holden  up,  for  God  is  able  to  make  him  ftand. 

0/  PerfeBi&n  at  Death. 
Qneft.  37«  XX  THAT  benefits  do  believers  receive  from  Chrift  at 
W    their  death? 

A.  Tbefiuls  ojf  believers  are  at  their  death  madipetfeB  in  holinefsy  and 
id  imme£'ately  pajs  into  glory ,-  and  their  bodies  being  J}ill  uniUdjQ  Cbrjfi, 
doreJUn  their  graves  tul  the  refurrcElion, 

0,  I.   What  is  the  ftate  of  perft^  holinefs  ? 

A.  It  confifts  in  a  perfe^  freedom  from  fin,  or  the  leaft  inclinations 
to  fin  ifEph.  V.  27.  That  he  might  prefent  it  to  himfelf  a  glorious 
church,  not  having  fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing  \  but  that  it 
ihould  be  holy  and  without  blemifli. 

Q^  2.  Wherein  clfc  doth  perfeftion  confift  ? 

4.  It  confifts  in  the  attainment  of  the  higheft  meafures  and  de- 
grees of  holinefs  the  creature  is  capable  of ;  £ph.  iv.  12, 13.  For  the 

perfcAing  of  the  faints, Till  we  ail  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith^ 

and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfeft  man,  unto 
the  meafnre  of  the  ftature  of  the  fulnefs  of  Chrift. 

Q^  3*  Cannot  this  be  attained  whilft  in  the  body  ? 

if.  No,  for  here  alToiir  graces  are  impcrfcft  i  2  Cor.  xiii.  1 2»  For 
sow  we  ice  through  a  glafs  darkly }  but  then  f^ce  to  face.     And  we 
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aoi  Mm  Exf^Jl^m  of  di  AghMy^s  CaUcUfin, 

_^^  W  at  a^Afttoce  from  God  ;  a  Cor.  v.  6.  Whilft  wc  afc  at  home  m 
the  body,  wc  arc  abfent  from  the  Lord. 
]       ^4*  H^^  '^  ^his  attained  at  death  I 

k       A*  hx  'death  the  roots  of  fin  arc  pulled  up  out  of  the  bcjievcr's  na» 
I    tore  5  .Heb.  xii,  23.  And  to  the  Ipirits  of  juft  men  irtadc  perfect. 
I       Q.  5^  Whjr  muft  the  foul  be  made  pcrfcft  at  death  ? 
(|       A.  Becaufc  the  purity  of  the  heavenly  ftatc  admits  no  fin  or  imperfect 
i  tion ;  Kev."xxir27.'Ahd  there  fliall  in  no  wife  enter  into  it  any  thing 
that  defileth,  neither  whatfoever  worketh  abomination,  Or  makeih  a  lie, 
but  they  which  are  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  cf  life« 
I       <^6.  What  13  the  firft  inference  from  hcxice  i 
k       A*  That^eath  fhould  be  lovely  and  defirable  in  the.  eyes  of  believe 
'    ens  Phil.' I.*  23.  Having*  a  dcfirc  to  depart,  and  to  be  witKXhrift  \ 
which  is  far  better. 
0^7.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  ? 
'        A,  That  God  hath  provided  fingular  relief  for  hfs  people  that  now 
'    ^an  under  their  fins,  and  many  impcrfcftions.;   t  Cor-  xiii,  Ii.  For 
now  we  ice  through  a  glafs  darkly ;  but  then  face  to  face :  Now  I 
know  in  part  \  but  then  (hall  I  know  even  as  I  am  known. 
\        <^8.  What  is  the  third  inference  ? 

*        A.  That  the  heavenly  (iatp  is  infinitely  above  and  beyond  what> 
ever  we  enjoy  here ;  t  Cor.  ii.  9.  But  as  it  is  written,  gr^  hath  not 
fecn,  nor  car  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the 
Aings  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him« 
\       <5^  9.  What  is  the  fourth  inference  ? 

.       A*  That  "Rficvers  arc  but^at  aTmall  diftance  fixrm  the  fttisfaftion 
i   of  all  their  defires ;  Rom.  iiil.   1 1*.  For  now  is  our  faivation  nearer 
than  when  we  believed. 
-    Q^io.  What  is  the  fifth  inference  ? 
A.  That  the  faints  fhould  camcftly  purfue  that  perfeftion,  even 
,    Ip  this  imperfeA  ftatc ;  Phil.  ill.  13,  14.  Brethren,  I  count  not  my- 
folf  to  have  apprehended  %  but  this  one  thing  I  do,  forgetting  tbofe  I 
things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth  to  thofc  things  which  are 
before,  I  prefs  towards  the  mark;  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling 
of  God  in  Cbrift  Jefus. 

Q^  1 1.   What  is  the  fixth  inference  i 

A*  Thardcathlo  the  faints  is  better  than  life  5  Phil.  L  21.  For  X^ 
me  to  live  is  Cbriff,'  and  to  die  is  gain. 
Q.  I  a.  What  is  the  laft  inference  ? 

A.  That  faith  is  abfolutcly  ncccflTary  to  entitle  us  to  this.perfcft 
fiatc. 

Of  immediate  Ghrification. 
'   Queft.  I.  TNO  all  that  die   in  Chrift  immediately  pafs  into 
\j  glory? 
A>  Yes,  thtv  do  \  Luke  icxiii.  43.  To  day  flialt  thou  be  with  me 
in  Paradife ;  rhil.  u  23.  Having  a  defire  to  depart,  and  to  be  with 
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^  Marion  ^Ot  J^^tnU/t  6a(ei^.  Mf: 

Q»  ^.  What  hthc  firft  rearon  f&t  thefar  imtnediate  gldHfication  f   t^ 
A.  Bccaufel^ayen  b  pf^artd  aiull£fldy  for  them  i,"WatA.  xxv.i 

34.  Qomti  ft  ble£ed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kiiigdoiii  prepaced 

for  70U  bom  the  fblindation  of  the  world. 
Qc  3"  What  is  the  fecond  reafon  f or  it  ?  P 

A.  Bccaufc  at  death  they  are  as  ready  for  heatetl  sis  etcr  they  Ihall  | 

|lLi  JohnTxT  4!    t  mutt  worK  the  work  of  him  that  fimt  me,  whQk 

it  is  da^}  the  night  cometh,  when  no  man  caft  work. 
C^  4-  What  is  the  thhrd  reafon  for  it? 
A,  Becaufe  death  elfc  could  not  be  gsdni  as  it  is,  ^UL  1.  ai.   for  / 

to  tnc  to  live  is  Chrift ;  and  to  die  Is  gain. 


Q^  5.  ^\  hat  is  the  fourth  reafon  for  it  ? 
A,  ^ecaule  there  is  the  fame  reafon  for  all,  ai  for  any  one :  Bjit    T 
fome  arc  immediately  glorified  J  Lukexxiii.  43.  To*day  (halt  thou  be   ^ 


L 


with  aoe  in  Paradife. 
Q^  6.  What  is  the  fifth  reafon  for  it  ?  .  , 

A.  BecauTe  Chrift  longs  for  their  coming  to  hsm,  and  thcj  for  Ml^ 
enjoyment;  and  thefe  longings  are  in  vain,  if  not  fatisfied^  Rev,  xxu.  "y* 
I/)  20.  And  the  Spirit,  and  the  bride  fay.  Come.    And  let  hhn  that  I 
hcarcth,  fay.  Come.     And  let  him  that  is  athirft,  come  t  And  who^ 
foever  will,  let  him  take  the  water  of  life  freely.     He  which  teftifietfc 
thefe  thbgS|  faith,  Surely  I  come  quickly.  Amen,  Even  fo  come,  Lord 
Jcfns. 
(^7.  What  IS  the  firft  inftruftion  from  hence  ?  t~ 

^,   That  the  apparition  of  departed  faints  ordinarily  are  but  fil-   ' 
bfes:  They  wander  riot';*  Hcv.  iii.  ii.    Him  that  overcometh,  wiU  '^ 
I  make  a  pillar  in  tlie  temple  of  my  God,  and  he  ihall  go  no  more 
out. 

Q^  8.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  ? 

A.  That  Purgatory  i$  a  groundlefi  fable,  and  invention  of  men  ; 
and  the  fcriptures  alledged  to  countenance  it,  grofty  abufed  ;  i  Pet. 
iii.  19.  By.  which  alfo  he  went  and  preached  unto  the  f^iriit  in 
prifon. 

0.  9.  What  is  the  third  mference  ? 

A»  That  heaven  muft  needs  be  a  marvellous  furprize  to  beSet^tiy 
how  long  fogYOUhey-  have  convcrfed  with  it  here. 

Qj^io.  What  is  the  fourth  inference  ? 

A  The  confideration  of  this  (houlH  provoke  ftints  to  work  hard  to 
fejftjniBrjJwvc_todQOJic^^^  IX.  10.  Wbatfocter  thjr 

Sand  fiildc^h  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might )  for  there  is  no  work« 
nor  device,  nor  knowledge,  nor  wifdoin,  in  the  grave,  whitiKr  thou 
goeft. 

(^  1 1.  What  is  the  fifth  mteence  f 

A.  That  thferc  is  no  reafon  to  grieve  exccffively  for  departed  fdittf ; 
I  TheC  IT.'  14.  £veii  fo  them  alfo  which  fleep  in  Jefus,  will  Ood 
bring  with  hioi. 
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U^  J^  E$tp^m  Iff  «&#  Afimhly^s  GaUAifm. 

Q^  12.  What  is  the  laft  inference  ?. 

A.  That  Chriftlefs  ones  are  Immediately  in  hell;  Luke  xvi.  22,  23. 
The  rich  man  alio  died)  ancT  was  buried  ;  and  in  Lell  be  lift  up  his 
eye$>  being  in  torments. 

Of  Refi  in  the  Grave. 

f^Qgcft.  J.  'TX  T^?  "^"^  ^'^^^^T?  *^9^c  to  the  ^graye  ? 
L  W     ^^  "Becaule  where  fin  has  bcen^  death  bj  the 

^  law  muft  follow  %  Rom.  v.  1 2.  Wherefore,  as  bydhe  man  fin  enter- 
ed into  the  world,  and  death  by  fin  ;  and  fo  death  pafled  upon  all 
men,  for  that  all  have  finned*  Rom.  viii.  10.,  And  if  Chrift  be  in  you, 
the  body  is  dead  becaufe  of  fit^ ;  but  the  fpirit  is  Ufe,  becaufe  of 
righteoufiiels. 
":  (^  2-   ^Vhat  is  the  firftpriyilege^oX. their  bodifiilhCT 

A*  It  is  the  privflege  of  their  bodies  to  be  there  in  union  with  Chriftj 
I  TheC  iv.  14.  Tliem  alio  which  fleep  in  Jcfui^^wnTtroafbring 
with  him.  - 

Qj^  3.   What  is  their  fecond  privilege  ? 
^       A.  Their  graves  are  places  of  reft  \  not  prilbns,  but  beds  of  reft; 
Ifa.  Ivii,  2*.  IJe  Ihall  enter  into  peace ;  they  Khali  reft  in  their  beds, 
each  one  walking  in  his  uprightnefi. 
1    .   (X  4.  What  is  the  firft.  evil  they  reft  from  ? 
i       A^'hVL  the  toils,  and  troubles,  and  afflictions,  of  this  life  ;  Rev.  xiv. 
13.    They  may  reft  from  their  labours ;    and  their  works  do  follow 
^  them.    . 

f      Q^  5.  What  is  the  fecond  evil  they  reft  firom? 
/        A.  Theyfeft  from  airperfccuUons  from  men    Job  tii.  17.   There 
the  wickeoceaTe  from  troubling  \  and  there  the  weary  be  at  reft. 
Q^  6.  What  is  the  third  evil  the^  reft  from  ? 
A.  They  reft  from  fin,  never  to  feel  temptation  or  inclination  to 
'  fin  }.  Heb.  zii.  23.     Aitd  to  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfeEt 
I       Q^  7*  How  long  (hall  the  bodies  reft  in  the  grave? 
{*.     A>  Not  for  ever,  but  till  the  dayoftherefurredions  Jbb  xix.  25. 
'  And  though  after  my  Ikin,  worms  deftroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  fleOi 

f^aUIfecGod. 
^      (^8.  What  is  the  firft  mference  from  hence  ? 

A*  That  union  with  Chrift  redounds  to  the  fingidar  advaij^tage  of 
the  bodv,*^^  as  well  as  the  foul }  Rom.  viii.  1 1 .  But  if  the  Spirii»of  him 
that  railed  up  Jefus  from  the  dead,  dwell  in  you;  he  that  raifed up 
Chrift  from  the  dead,  ihall  alTo  quicken  your  mortal  bodies^  by  his 
Spirit  that  dwelleth  in. 

Qj^y,  What  is  the  fecond  inference  ? 

A.  That  death  difi&lves  net  the  unbn  betwixt  Chrift  and  the  fouls 
,  or  bodies  of  hb  \  Matth.  xxii.  32. 1  am  the  Ood  of  Abraham,  and  the 
Gpd  of  Ifaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob  \  God  b  not  the  God  oi  the  dead« 
but  of  the  living.' 
Q^  IQ.  What  is  the  third  inference  ?  . 
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An  Exp^kn  of  the  AffenMff  CatecUfm.  air 

A.  T%at  feotni  our  bodies  arc  to  have  fb  longhand  fo  (wcet  rdft  in  \^ 
tic  graved  we  H^uJ?  not  fpare  thega  in  God's,  fcrvicc  now ;  2  Pet.  i.    i 
131  14.  Tca»  r  think  it  meet,  as  long  as  I  am  in  this  tabernacle^  to  ftir 
you  up,  bjr  putting  you  in  remembrance :  Knowing  that  ihortly  I     ^ 
muft  pot  off  tlvis  my  tabernacle,  even  as  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  hath 
ihewcd  me.  ^ 

0.  !!•  Wlwt  is  the.fpurth^infcrencc  ? 

A,  That  Chriftians  fhould  neither  too  much  fear  their  own,  nor  > 
fqgow  for  otEers"  death j[T^bm,  viii.  3 8/ 39.  For  1  am  pcrfua3ed,  that  ^ 
neither  deatli,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers, 

^Dor  any  other  creature,  flball  be  able  to  feparate  u»  from  the  love 

of  God,  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord,  i  TheflT.  iv.  13.  Butl 
would  not  have  you  to  be  ignorant,  brethren,  concerning  them  which 
»€  afleep,  «that  ye  forrow  not,  even  as  others  which  have  no  hope. 

Of  the  Rtfurre5Hon. 
Qocft.  I.  TS  the  reflirreftion  a.credible  do£bine  ?  <\ 

^     X  ,    -^•IT?^'  i^^^    /As  xxvi/B.'   Why  Ihould  it  be  / 
thought  a  thing  incrediUe  with  you,  that  God  Ihould  raife  the  dead? 

Q^  2.  Why  then  doth  it  feem  incredible  to  man  ?  j, 

A.  Becaufe  thcy^erri  not  fcnowing  the  fcriptures  and  ^thc  power  of    f 
Godj  Mark  xii.  24.  I)o  ye  not  therefore  err,  becaufe  ye  I^ow  not 
thie  fcriptnres,  nor  the  power  of  God  ?  The  power  of  (iod  aflures  us  .  I 
it  may  be  io^  and  the  word  of  God  tells  it  muft  be  fo.     .  ' 

^3-  ^llLJ^JP^^  *^  doubt  of  the  doftrine  of  the  refurreition  ?         ^■ 

A.  It  is  not  only  a  fin  Jo  doubt  it,  but  an  hereiy  to  deny  it^  it  be*   * 
ing  a  fundamental  article  \  Heb.  vi.  2.  And  of  the  refiirreftion  of-the  ^ 
dead.  I  AJor.  XV,  13,  14.  But  if  there  be  no  refurredlion  of  the  dead> 
then  is  Chrift  not  rifeni  and  if  Chrift  be  not  rifen,  then  b  our  preach- 
ing yaio,  and  your  faith  is  alfo  vain. 

Q.  4.  Who  muft  rife  again  at  the  refurre^tion  ? 

A*  All  men^good  an^'bad,  muft  riie  again )  A£ls  xxiv.  i^*^  And  ' 
have  hope  towards  God}  which  they  themfelves  alio  allow,  that  there 
fliall  be  a  ref  urre^ion  of  the  dead,  both  of  the  juft  and  the  unjuft> 
Rev.  XX.  12,  13,  14*     And  \  faw  the  dead,  fmall  and  great,  ftand 
before  God,  &c.         . 

(^  5.  What  is  the  firft  difference  betwixt  the  reforredlicn  of  the    ^ 
joft  and  uniu|iT  V    ; 

^-rf.  Safnts  rife  by  virtue  of  their  union  with  Chrift ;  Rom.  viii.  11,  ^ 
But  if  the  Spii4t  of  him  that  raifed  up  Jefus  from  the  dead,  dwell  in 
you ;  he  that  raifed  up  Chrift  from  the  dead,  fhall  alfo  quicken  your 
mortal  bodies,  by  his  Spirit  that  dweUeth  in  you:  But  the  wicked  by 
bis  power. 

(^  5.  What  is  the  iecond  dtffisrence  ? 

A^  -The  fecohd  and  main  difference  will  be  in  the  contrary  ends  to 
^hjch  they  rifej^  fomie  to  life^  and  fome  to  condemnation  ;  Dan.  xii. 
2v  And  manj oiFthem  that  deep  in  the  duft  of  tbeeartb  (hall awake. 
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feme  to  crerlaftiBg  life,  md  fone  to  ftame*  an4  mrbM&ff  coo- 
tempt.  *^      .i*j3 

K      Qi  7    Whmt  is  the  gkiry  I©  wfeich  fainti  boiies  Ihall  be  rjnfe4 » 

]  ^.  In  the  likcneftoTCairilPf  glorious  body;  Will  lit.  2^^^  Who 
iball  change  our  vile  body»  that  it  may  be  fafiuoncd  Hke  to  hi9  glorioiis 
body, 

I       QL  8.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hcnee  ? 

/^     A.  That  cvOT  man  fliould  ftrive  to  the  uttermoft  ttk  attaig.  to  the 

j  rcfurreftibn  of  the  Jttft  i  Phil  iii.  lo,  a.  That  I  niay  kno^  hi«,  wd 
the  power  of  hU  rcfiirreaion,  and  the  felhiwOiip  of  his  feflString^  be- 
ing made  conformable  onto  his  death,  if  fagr  any  meana  I  might  attain 
to  the  reiiirreftion  of  the  dead. 

O*  9.  Whaijs  the  fecond  inference? 

J.  Comfc^  to  them  thai  now  groan  nndef  mamifqld  dWemgcWj 
and  defbrmities  of  body  ;  they  being  made  equal  to  aiyj.ek4  Mark  xii. 
:?5/Foa  when  they  fhall  rife  from  the  dead,  they  neither  marry, 
nor  are  given  in  marriage,  but  are  as  the  angels  which  are  ip  Utav€?. 

^       Q^  la  \VJi.at  is  the  third  inference? 

r^      A-  Get  union  with  Chrift  by  faith,  as  you  easeJt  4  VoyfiiLllfiiFr«<- 

'  tion }  John  xi.  25.  Jefus  faid  unto  her,  I  am  the  rciurrcaion,  and 
the  Ufe  i  he  that  believeth  in  ipe»  tbWgh  h«  west  dead,  yet  fhall 
he  live. 

\      Q.  n*  What  is  |he  fourth  inference  I 

P      A.  Saints  flioi|ld  not  ftar  deathj  Oen,  %\y\.  3.  F«v  not  tog^down 
into  Egypt. 
Q.  12.  What  la  the  Uft  inference  F 
AL  Employ  your  bodies  for  good  90W>» 

Of  Chrt/Fs  ackfmvUJging  JtelieViriA 
.     Queft.  38.  TTTH AT  benefit  do  believers  receive  from  Chrift  M 
W    the  refurreaion  ? 
h.  At  the  refurreBiar^  Mieiterj  b^ng  reufid  up  in  gfcrj^  Jbali  hjfterJf 
^  4uhnov)ledgedx  and  acquitted  im  Ae  day  ^f  judgmM^  am  made  ferftBl} 
A.    kkJj^inthefuUenjoyn^enttfGodt^allet^rnity^ 

Q^  X .  W  hat  is  it  to  be  acknowledged  ^  Chrift  ? 
I         A,  It  is  Chrift's  owning  of  the  fpecial  relation  betwixt Ixim  and 
themj/S|at.  xxv.  34.  Coo^e  ye  bleftd  6l  niy  Father,  inherit  the 
kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world* 
;      Q:  2.  Whom  will  Qhria  acknowldfdge  ^  his  ? 
'      A.  Such  as  confeis  Chrift  now  ^  Mat.  % .  3a.  Whofoevev  fherelbre 
Iball  coafefs  me  bd^r^  meiiy  him  will  I  oonfefa  aMb  before  my  Fatbo' 
which  is  in  heaven^ 

Q.  3.  Before  whom  will  Chrift  confefs  them  ? 
r      A.  Before  his  Father,  angek  and  often  ;  Rev.  iiL  5.  He  that  over* 
cometh,  the  fame  &all  b^  clothed  in  while  raiment^  and  1  will  not 
blot  out  his  na^me  out  of  the  book  of  life,  hut  I  witl  eonfeia  his  same 
b^fbfC  my  Fathefj  and  before  his  angels* 
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4»  JB^lft^  ff  the  AjjfnMft  (kieck^m.  a^} 

0^4.  Who  ikall  be  denied  b;  ^kriftJatbatday  ?  r 

A.  All  tliat  how  'deny  Chrift,  flball  be  denied  by  hitn ;  a  Tirti,  it.  ; 
12.  If  w^ny  Hms  lie  alio  will  deny  us.    Tit.  i.  i4«  They  pfofefi  « 
thzt  tke^  know  God  i  but  in  works  tkey  deny  bini)  being  abominable, 
and  difobedieftl,  and  unto  every  good  work  reproiMite. 

Q.  5.  Why  will  Chrift  openly  acknowledge  them  ? 

A>  To  wipe^ff  all  afperupns  and  ceniures  that  now  are  caft  upon  ,1, 
thems  ITatan  Ixvi,  5.  Tour  Brethren  that  hated  yoU|  that  taft  youoilt  j 
for  my  name's  fake,  iald.  Let  the  LiOrd  foe  glorified ;  but  he  fliail 
appear  to  your  joy»  nnd  they  fballbe  aQiamed. 

0^6.  W  hat  will  be  the  effect  of  Chrift's  acknowledgment  ?  r 

A.  It  will  put  a  full  end  to  all  doubts,  fears^  and  jealoufles  of  them-  '7 
felves  ;~TCor:  iv.  3,  4.  But  with  me  it  is  a  very  Anali  thing  that  I 
AiouUle  judged  of  you,  or  of  man's  judgment ;  yea,  1  judge  not 
nyown  {^'^  for  I  know  nothing  by  myfelf^  yet  am  I  not  hereby  jufti- 
fed;  hot  he  that  judgeth  me,  is  the  Lord. 

(^  y.  What  other  effcft  will  it  produce  In  them  }  \ 

A,  Joy  unfpeakable  and  tranfcendent :  hence  called  ^timc  of  re-  ^ 
frcflung  r  Afliiir Tq.  When  the  time  of  refrefliing  (hall  come  froqi 
the  preience  of  the  Lord.     , 

(^i.  Isjthisjl)e  only  time  Chrift  acfcnowlcdgeth  them  }   ^  L 

A'  No :  he  acknowledgeth  them  t/y  his  Spirit's  teftimony  now,  but    [ 
that  is  j^rivatjffinTheir  bofbihs ;  Rom.  vlii.  16.  The  Spirit  itfelf  bear* 
cti'witncfs  wItB""our  fpirits,  that  we  arc  the  children  of  God. 

(X  <).  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ?  A 

a1  To  warn^ll  how  they  pafs  rafli  cenfures  on  Chrift's  fervants ;   i 
FfiL  hxni.  15.  If  I  fay,  I  will  fpeak  thus  \  behold  I  ih<Aild  offend 
agaittft  the  generation  of  thy  children. 

(^10.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  ?  . 

A,  Let^one  be  afraid  or  alhamed  to  confefs  the  perfbn,  oificej  or 
any  truth  of  Cbrlir.Tbr  "aiiiy  lofs  or  danger  that  may  threaten  them  ;^ 
Liike  til.  kr  9^  Alio  I  fay  unto  you,  W  hofoever  (hall  confefs  me  be- 
ibre  med,  him  (hall  the  Son  of  man  alfo  confefs  before  the  angels  of 
God.  But  he  that  denietb  me  before  men,  (hall  be  denied  before  the 
ingebofGod, 

Q^i  I •  What  is  the  third  inference  ? 

A^  Let  Chnftians  abound  in  good  woiks.    Every  aA  of  charity  for 
Cbrjit  jhall  be  acknowledged  by  him  in  the  day  of  judgment  ;  Matth.^^ 
XXV.  35.  Fori  w^s  an  hungred,  and  ye  gave  me  meat ;  I  was  thirilj^ 
and  ye  gatie  me  drink  ,  I  was  a  ftranger,  and  ye  took  me  in. 

Q^  I  a.  What  is  the  laft  inference  i 

A.  Let  all  Chrift ians  love  and  long  for  the  day  of  Chrift's  appear- 
ing^ a  Tmirriv.  &.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of 
Tigbteooifaefi,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge  fhall  give  me  at 
that  day,  and  not  to  me  only,  but  unto  them  alio  that  love  his  ap-^ 
i»g* 
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Cf  ChriJFs  QCfmtting  Be/itmrs*    ^ 

Qucft-  t.  T^rrHAT  i$  it  to  be  ;icquittcd  bjr Cferift  ? 

V  V      y^.  It  i?  ta  he  difchargf4  and  cleared  irpQl  all  the 

Sikof  fini  and  puniQimeut  due  to  it  by  the  law.  upon  the  account  of 
irift*s  rightcoufiicfs  impated  by  God,andrccei?C(l'Ly  fiith  rkom. 
V. i.TKerefore  being  }ufl:ifiedbyfa!tb» wehave  peacewitKGod  throagh 
flat  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Rora.  viii*  i.  There  is  therefore  nov  no  con- 
demnation to  them  which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus. 
j"^     0^2.  Hour  many  ways  are  believers  acquitt^j}  ? 
I        A.  Thev  are  acguttted  now  in  the  court  of  heaven  ;  Rom.,  viii.  33. 
'"^  Who  fliall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  cleft?  It  is  God  that 
.  'juftifieth.     In  the  court  of  their  own  confciences  ;   i  John  iii«  21. 
Belovedy  if  our  hearts  condemn  us  not*  then  have  we  confidence  to- 
.   wards  God.     And  in  the  day  of  ju4gment :  both  particular,  Heb.  ix. 
aj.  As  it  appeared  unto  men  once  to  die,  but  alter  this  the  judgment. 
And  general ;  A£b  iii.  19.  Repent  ye  therefore,  and  be  converted, 
that  your  fins  may  be  blotted  out.     Their  fins  are  then  blotted  out, 
^  3.  How  doth  Chrift's  acquittance  noW|  differ  6*001  jhat  at 
judgment. 

jf.  ^  They  differ  in  rcfpeft  of  publicnefs  ;  this  is  fecrctjnthe  belicv- 
'   pr's  bofbm,and  that  open  before  men  and  angels  >  Rev.  iii.  5.  I  will 

confeis  bis  name  before  my  Father,  and  before  his  angels. 
^       Qi  4>  What  is  the  feaond  difference  ? 

/       ji.  They  differ  in  refpcfi  of  fubjcftive  certainty  and  afl^urance^    A 
/    believer  may  doubt  of  this,  but  not  of  that ;  i  Cor.  iv.  4,  5.  For  I 
know  nothing  of  myfelfi  yet  am  I  not  hereby  juflified  1  but  he  that 
judgeth  me,  is  the  Lord  1  therefore  judge  nothing  before  the  time, 
until  the  Lord  come. 
•Q^5.  What  is  the  third  difference  betwixt  them  ? 
4^.  They  differ  ia  point  of  confolation  :  this  way  always  bears  pro- 
fi  portion  to  the  certainty  of  it.     Hence  that  day  is  called  the 'time  of 
\.refirefiliing|  when  Chrifl  blots  out  their  fins  by  fentenclal  juftificatiotii 
'   A£ls  iii.  19.  Repent  ye,  therefore,  and  be  converted,  that  your  fios 
may  be  blotted  out,  when  the  times  of  refrefbing  (hall  come  from  thfi 
prefence  of  the  Lord. 
,    Q^  6.  Do  believers  then  lie  under  condefhnation  till  that  day  ? 

^.  Noi  th<:y  ar.e  truly  and  fully  juftified^nowj  John  v.  24-  He 
that  hearcth  my  word,  and  believeth  on  him  that  fent  me,  hath  ever- 
lafting  life,  and  ihall  not  come  into  condemnation  ;  but  ispafled  from 
death  unto  life.  But  this  fentence  is  not  yet  publiihed  by  Cjj^iil'3 
own  mouth,  as  it  (hall  be  then. 

Q^  7.  On  what  account  fliall  they  be  acquitted  in  that  day  i 
/        yf.  On  the  very  fame  account  and  fcore  they  are  now,  viz.  For  the 
•    imputed  rlghteoufncfs  of  Chrift  in  the  way  of  free  grace  i  Eph.  i»  ?• 
In  whom  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood,  the  forgivenefs  of 
iinS|  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace. 
Q.  8.  Muft  the  faints  be  fummoned  to  (thrift's  bar  in  ths|t  daj/ 
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A.  Yes ;  they  muft  appear  as  well  as  others ;  1  Cor.  v.  la  For^ 
we  muiTair appear  before  tlie  judgment-feat  of  Cbrift.    But_not  to 
the  jafoe  end;  John  v.  29.  And  fliall  cosnc forth;  they  that  have 
done  good,  unto  the  refurre^on  of  life ;  and  they  that  have  done 
evilj  unto  the  refiirre^ikm  ot  damnation, 

Q  9'  What  is  the  firft  inference  hence  \  \ 

A.  How  furc  Is  a"Heircver's  juftificatipnj  being  fo  ratified  privately    ' 
and  pnbficlyln  tKis  worldj^ jand  that  to  cpn>e.  ^      /^ 

Q.  10.   What  IS  the  lecpnd  jpfcrciKe  ?        ,        .  ; 

Though  the  day  of  judgment  be  awfully  folemny  it  ihquld  not  be  ; 
dreadf^o  Believers :  Ihey  ffioufS  look  for,  and  haften  to  the  coming 
of  tSe  day  oFGod ;  2  Pet.  iii.  i2.  Looking  for>  an4  haftening  unto 
the  commg  cT'tRVday  of  God,  &c- 

Q^  1  !•  What  is  the  third  inference  ?  ( 

A.  That  fairh  iTa^pace  of  abiblute  neceffity,  and  unfpeakable  ez«  v 
allcngr;  Rom.  v.  f,  2. 'Therefore  being  juftlficd  by  faith,  we  have  ' 
peace  with  God,  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift;  by  whom  alfo  we 
have  accefs  by  faith  into  this  grace  wherein  we  ftand.  « 

(^12.  What  IS  the  laft  inference  ? 

A,  All  un^licvcre^rcjn^  John  Iii*  i8«  He  * 

that  believeth  not,  is  condemned  already.     And  worfc  in  the  world  ^ 
tocraoej  Matth.  xxv.  41.  Depart  jfrom  me,  ye  curfed,  into  everlaf- 
ting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels. 

Of  the  full  enjoyment  of  God^ 

Qncft.  I.  TTTHAT  doth  perfeft  blefledncfs  fuppofe  and  imply  ?  - 
V  V     A.  ft  fupE^'^?-  !^^^  *^^*'t  freedom  of  t^lievers  from ' 
all  the  moral  evil  of  fin ;  Eph.  v.  27.  That  he  might  present  yott  to 
himieif  a  glorious  church,  not  having  fpot  nor  vrrinkle,  or  any  fuch 
thing,  but  that  it  (hould  be  holy  and  without  blemilh.     And  from  aU  \ 
the jgroal^vils^of  fofifering ;    Rev.  xxi.   4.  And   God  ihall  wipe  "^^ 
away  all  tears  from  their  eyes,  and  there  fliall  be  no  more  deatht 
neither  forrow,  nor  crying,  neither  ihail  there  be  any  more  pain,  for 
the  former  things  are  paflcd  away. 

Q^  2.  What  elfe  is.  implied  in  perfeft  bleflednefs  ?  -  -  ' 

if.  It  implies  the  fiilT  and  perfeA  enjoyment  of  God  ;  i  Cor.  zv*  i' 
28.  AnTwhen  alt  things  fhal)  be  fubdued  unto  him,  then  fliall  the 
Son  alio  himfelf  be  fubje£t  unto  him  that  put  all  things  under  lum» 
that  God  may  be  all  in  all. 

Q.  3.  What  is  it  for  God  to  be  all  in  all  i 

A.  It^im^es  tEree  things  in  it.     F\rfl^  That  all  the  faints  fliall  be  . 
filled  and  fatisfied  from  God  alone.     Secondly^  That  there  fliall  be  < 
no  need  of  other  things  out  of  which  they  were  wont  to  fetch  com- 
fort.  _?^irrfyy,  That  all  other  things,  as  heaven,  angelsjfaiixtSj  fliall 
be  iovcd  aod.  ciyoyfld  iQ.GpiL 
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2\€  An  Mkfl^m  /  ihi  ApmU/s  <iatid^. 

'  (J[^4.  In  whattclpeft  (hall  they  enjoy  God  in  heaven  ? 
jf.  They'  fliall  haVc  Ac  gtonoos  and  imihcdiatc  prefijnce  of  God 
with  them  ;irev.  xxL  }«  Cvod  hiinfelf  fl&nH  bt  with  thecbi  «n^  be 
tSeir  God. 

0^5-  In  what  other  rfefpe£h  (ball  th^  enjdy  tiod  t 
A.  Thcy^fliall  fee  him  as  he  is  5  t  John  Hi..  *.  We  iball^  be  like 
Ktin  J  fdfe  we  fliall  fee  hlrti  ^  he  is. 
^  O-  6.  What  will  fuch  a  Tifion  of  God  product  ? 

A*  It  will  produce  pcrfcft  confortnitj  in  them  to  God  \  I  Johniii. 
2.  When  \it  (hall  appear^  we  (hall  be  like  hint,  for  we  Ihall  fee  him 
at  he  is.  -  And  perfcftjoy  will  refult  from  hence  5  Pialmxvi.  it.  In 
"^thy  prefencels  tuTncfs  of  jey ;  at  thy  fight  hand  there  trc  pleal«rils  for 
evermore. 
I'^  0^,7;  Do  not  the  faints  cnjojr  God  here  ? 
I      A,  Yes,^cy  do  L  but  no*  fo  as  they  fhall  enjoy  ,W.«&  JjJ  A^^^^d  > 
^  r  Con  xiii.  1 2.  Now  we  Ice  through  a  glaft  darkly,  bat  then  fact  to 
face ;  now  I  know  in  part^  but  then  ifaall  I  know  even  at  aUb  I  am 
known. 
I  -     Q^  8.  What  are  the  fpcclal  dlfrcfences  between  the  faints  comonx* 
i  nion  with  God  here,  and  that  in  heaven  ? 

-^    '-/f.'  Their  communism  with  God  here  is  clogg^^  ^'t'l  fin>  Aaftu 

▼ih  21.    T  find  then  a  Iaw»  that  when  I  wonld  do  good»  evil  ii  pre* 

^-Icnt  with  me.     Here  it  is  not  conftant ;  Pfalm  xxii.  i.  My  God,  my 

God,  why  haft  thou  lofraken  me  ?  iWbr  is  it  fatis^ing )  but  in  heaven 

^  it  will  be  pure,  conftant,  and  fatisfying. 

k .  Q;,  9-  ^^^  ^^"g  ^^^^  ^^^y  ^^^^  c^joy  God  ? 

/  A.  Not  fqr'day8;tj:earSi  ages,  but  ior  ever  and  cverj  1  Thcff.  tv« 
17.  AndTJoThall  we  he  ever  with  tfte  Lord. 

f,      QL  '^*  ^^^^  '^s  the  firft  inftruftioh  from  hence  ? 

I        A.  That  the  world  isnot  the  place  of  the  faints  reft  and  fatlsfaftioii} 

/  Heb,  iv.  9.  There  remaineth  therefore  a  reft  to  the  pcop!e  of  God* 
2  Cor.  V.  2,  6.  For  in  this  we  groan  earnenly,  dcfiringto  be  clothed 
upon  with  our  houfc,  which  is  from  heaven :  therefore  we  are  al- 
ways confident,  knowing  that  whilft  we  are  at  home  in  tbebody>  we 
are  abfent  from  the  Lord. 

Q^  II.  What'is  the  fecond  inftruffion  from  hence  ? 
^      A.  That  death  is  a  fingular  benefit  to  the  faints  ;  and  though  it  be 
an  enemy  to  nature,  yet  it  is  the  medium  to  glory  j .  a  Cor,  v.  4.  Fof 

.'  we  that  arc  iii  this  tabernacle  do  groan^  being  burdened/  not  for  that 
we  would'be  unclothed,  but  clothed  upon,  that  mortal  ity  might  be 
fi^allowcd  up  of  life. 

Q^  12.  What  is  the  third  inftru£lion  from  hence  ? 

A.  The  neccffity  of  faith  and  regeneration  in  this  world.    None 

t  fliall  be  raifed  up  in  glory,  acknowledged,  acquitted,  and  made  ptt*- 
feflly  blefled  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  God,  but  believers  j  Rom* 
Till.  30.  Moreover  whom  he  did  predeftinate,  thetfi  he  alfo  called  j 
•ad  whom  he  called,  them  he  alfo  juftified ;  and  whom  he  jufiifi^ui 
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them  he  alio  glorified.    Heb.  xii.  14.  Follow  peace  with  all  mta^  and 
hblioefii  without  whidi  no  maa  ihall  fee  the  Lord. 

Of  Moffi  Duty  U  Oodi 
Qucft  39-  1[T  TH  AT  js  the  jiuti_thitJJ(^  ^ 

hedience  to  bis  revegled  f3t^L  \^ 

Q^  I.  Is  obedience  to  Ood'i  will  the  duty  of  every  m^  ?  :       :    .   ^^ 
A.  It  is  unoueI{idna&ry  the  duty  of  every  man  to  obey,  t|^(  FJltjDf    ^ 
God|  fi>  fafas  ne  hath  rn^de  it  known  to  hicn;  Micah.  vi.  8  He  hath    * 
Ihewe3~thee»  O  man,  what  is  good  :  sUid  what  doth  the  Lord  require 
of  thee,  but  to  do  juftly,  and  to  love  nierey*  aad  to  walk  humUy  nfith 
thy  God. 

Q^  1*  On  irhat  account  is  man's  obediencd  due  lb  .Gpd  ?  ' ,   /^ 

A.  Itjsjiuo  to  him,  Firjt^  as  he  is  our  Creator,  in  whoi;n>.frfi,.}ivef  \ 
and  mpye,  and  havc^bur  bcmg ;  Afts  xvii.  27,  iS.     Secondly^,  Asjip  > 
is  bur  BenefaAor,  from^wfibm  we  receive  all  our  mercies^ jS^eut. 
xxvm.  47.  Bccaiifc  thou  fervcdfr  not  the  Lord  thy  God  with  jOjfaU 
neis,and  with  gladneisof  heart,  forthe  abundance  of  all  things;  there- 
fore flialt  thou  ferve  thine  enemies,  wliich  the  Lord'  Ihall  fend  ag^ft 
thee,  in  hunger,  thirft,  and  in  nakedneft,  and  la  want  of  all  things 
Tbird(f^  As  he  is  our  Lord,  and  lawgivcSr ;    James  iv.  i^-    Th^rc  it  ^' 
onbTAWffwcr,  who  is  able  to  fave  and  to  deftroy.  .    ^ 

Q.  3.  Is  obedience  due  to  none  but  God  only  ? 

^«  Yesi^fiibjefts  muft  obey  their  lawful  magiftratesj  kom.  xiii.| 
I.  Let  every  foul  be  fubjeA  to  the  higher  powers^  for  there  i|  on^ 
power  bitt  of  God ;  The  powers  that  bd  are  ordained  of  Qod»    Peo- 
ple their  minifters  ;  Heb.  xiiL  17.  Obey  them  that  have  the  rule  x>-     * 
ver  you,  smd  fubmit  yourfelves,  for  they  watch  for  your  fouls,  a$  they 
that  muft  give  an  account.  Children  their  parents ;  £ph«vi.  i.  CbiJr  , 
dren  obey  your  pai'ents  in  the  Lord,  for  tlus  is  right.  But  no^  as  they  * 
are  to  obey  God.     . 

Q.  4.  What  is  the  difference  betwixt  our  obedience  to  OqdVooio-  { 
mandsipd.ineQ's  ?  ^. 

^m  We  are  to  obey  God,  chiei^y  and  fuptemely,  for  his  own  fak?, 
biit  creatures  fecondarily,  and  for  God^s  fake  ^  i  Pet.  li.  13.  Submit 
yourfelves  to  every  ordinance  of  men  for  the  Lord's  fake*  And  Eph. 
vi.  I.  Children  obey  your  parents  [in  the  Lord,]  for  this  is  right. 

Q^  5.  Wl^t  muft  we  do  when  the  commands  of  God  and  men  fall  ' 
crofe  tp.one  another  ?  .         * 

jt.  In  that  cafe  we  muflt  yield  our  obedience  to  God,  and  not  to 
man,  whatever  we  fufier  for  it ;  A£b  iv.  19.  Whether  it  be  rigl^t 
in  the  fight  of  God,  to  hearken  unto  you  noore  than  unto  C^f 
Judge  ye. 

Q.  6.  Why  muft  we  obey  God  rathcptlum  man?   '. 

Vol.  VL  £e  /'  . 

•     i  1 
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A.  Becaule  Cod  isthe  fupreme  and  fovereign  Lord  ofopr  con* 
fcttnces ;  and  no  creatiire  hath  power  to  command  our  obedience  but 
in  and  from  him }  Ifa.  RXiii.  aft.  For  tht  Lord  is  our  judge,  the 
tiOrd  is  our  lawgiver,  the  Lord  is  ou^  Icing,  he  will  fave  us« 

(^  7.  HhVlt  tb^  |)eoplc  liberty  to  tompatc  the  \hit  of  <3od  and 
'Art,  ihd  judge  h9^  they  ^grec  ot  dMfer  ?  • 
.^  A.  Yesj  their  judgment  of  difcrction  is  bcfthtotnrti^ntjed-,  tCor. 
i.  10,  15.  I  ideate  as  to  W\k  m^h;  judge  ye  what  I  fay.  Aiid  tom- 
jj  faiendtd)  Afls  i^vii.  it.  Theft  ^cre  moi^  ftoWfe  than  thofeln  Thef- 
ATohkai  hi  that  tfity  iisceived  thte  wotd  with  all  rfraditiefs  6f  mind, 
*fid  felifthed  thfc  feHpturcs  daily,  whether  thofe  thihgs  wtrc  fo. 

■Q^  «:  "W^hat  fe  fhe  only  mlfe  fo^  Mf  obedii»nce  to  God  ? 

A*  The  wiH  of  fiod  revealed  in  the  fcriptures  is  our  only  tnle  of 
obedience;  fla.  Vm.  iob  To  thfe  la#  and  ^o  tht  tfeftirnohy;  if  they 
4^k  tiOt  accOi<ding  to-  thrd  Wdlrd,  it  isbecaitfe  thefe  i^  no  light  in 
ihctt*    .  '     * 

CV  ^.  litft  if  a  fnavi  have  a  toiHi,  n  vlfibu)  br  b  dfeatn^  fetming  to 
liWtThc  fccrfet  will  of  iGod,  may  hte  not  obey  it  ? 

if.  TC8  J  if  It  bt  cotifonatot  to  the  revealed  win  of  God  in  the  word, 
^thWrWlft  tiot  \  Dfeut.  x3tb.  29.  The  fecret  things  belong  unto  the 
Lord  Onr  God ;  hiit  tliofe  things  which  are  revealed>  belong  unto  us, 
\vA  to  bur  ^hitdreh  for  ever,  that  we  may  do  all  the  words  of  this 
hw. 
.      Q.  10.  What  IS  the  firft  inftruftioh  frottihifnce? 

A.  Unit  ft  li  highly  finfiil  and  dangeroUs  to  difobey  the  known  will 
'dTGod'ifa  atiy  thing;  Rom.  ii  18.  For  the  Wr^th  of  God  f$  revealed 
irom  heaven  againft  all  ungodlineis  ati^l  hnrighteoufhefs  of  A\e&  who 
ibM  the  truth  in  tinrighteoufncfs.  Luke  xii.  47.  And  that  fcrvant 
tfrhkh  knew  his  Lord'is  will,  and  pfe{>a.red  not  himfelf,  neither  did  ac- 
ebrdln^  to  "his  will,  fliall  be  beaten  with  tnany  ftripcs. 
.   ^  1 1 .  What  is  the  fecond  inAruftion  ? 

if.  That  is  a  blefled  man,  who  confcientiouily  labours  to  Obey  the 
iriHOtGoUi  (b  far  as  fae^n  difcover  it;  John  Xiii.  ty.  If  ye  know 
theft  things,  happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them.  Gal.  vi.  16.  And  as  many 
N  Walk  according  to  this  rule^  peace  be  on  theih,  atid  mercy. 

<^  12.  What  is  the  third  inference? 

.://•  It  is  highly  (inful  and  dangerous  to  camtnand  others,,  or  ob^y 
comln»[ldi  from  others,  which  are  not  according  to  God's  coftifliand} 
Kofeav.  ti.  Ephraim  is  opprtrfied,  and  broken  in  Judgment,  becaufe 
he  willingly  walked  after  the  commandment.  Jer.  vii.  31.  And  tbcy 
>avt  built  the  high  places  of  Tophet,  which  is  in  the  Valley  of  the  fon 
oftiinnom^  to  bum  their  fons  and  their  daughters  in  the  fire,  which 
1  commanded  them  not>  neither  came  it  into  my  heart. 

Of  ihe  Mfd  Urn. 
Queft.  40.  TTTHAT  did  God  at  firft  reveal  to  man  for  the  rule 
•^4i*        VV    ofhisodcdicncc? 
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A.  fi?  rttZf  vihkh  Gpd  ^  JiKfi..feyeqk4.U,wnfi(^  ih^i^nf^, 
viQX  tbi  mraf  law, 

^41.  Wbereia  U  tUc  xnoral  law  fgitjfiRadly  CW^I^bcwlcd  ? 

A,  Tbftiforallaw  is/ummarilj  compreh^dcd  in  tb^MO  f^^^^f^f* 

0-^1.1$  cycrjr'jgiian  under  the  dlrci^oa  aii4  a}3}igv5flJt  QtUwf  \\ . 

J.  Yes  I  nfjiTi  bci^gV^c:lfoDiblecreilt^^5,^ig  c*f^b^^^       ^^d  Btip4^^ 
for  govcriapcftt^bj Jlif ,  w}^\\  oihcc  crj^^uipc&  irq  noii.aad  bpiog  ^. 
accounuble  qreatusc  tq  Qodi  mud  ne^4s  be*  yodtr^bwa    Rogg^ 
il  15,  Which  (fc^ev  the  worIi»  of  tli^*  Usf  wrktcn  io  (heir  bevt5»n 
their  coofciepces  aliq  bc^ng  witnef^y  and  tlj^ir  thpugi^ts  th<  Oica«^ 
wbUe  accufing,  or  elfc  excufing  on^  another. 

a  2,  How  could  oaan  be;  wdcr  ?,Uw  ^^fn  tfefi  Uw.  VVf  &^^^  ^7 
Moies? 

.<if.  Before  ever  the  law  was  ^ycn  ^t  §}nai,  a}l  tl*f  r^^  qJT  Ad?n^ 
b^d  a  law  wrk^^  in  tfa^i^  lM^t%  vl;;^.  ih^  ii^^  «f  r^afon*  and  dicr.  ^ 
Ut€s  of  natural  cftofci^qej  Rom»  IL  14.  t*Qr  when  the  GentiWsi  whiclv 
bavc  not  the  Uw»  do  by  nature  tb^  things  contained  in  the  Uv^  th^fq, 
baviiag  not  the  law,  are  a  law  unto  themfelves.     And  beildea  this^ 
the  church  had  the  reveabd  will  of  God  to  direct  them;  2  Pet*  i*^,*" 
}9»  2p*    We  have  alio  a  more  fijire  word  of  propha^^  l^erounto  ye  "^ 
4o  v«U  to  ts^  hodls  as  untp  alight  thatipineth  in  a  dai*^  plac;^, 
uatiitbcday  dawng^  and  the  daf  ft»r  arife  19  jrQur  hearts.  Ko^Wf 
ing  this  firfty  tl^ao  prophecy  ot  ^  fcviptHre.  ia  pf  ^nj  pHlite  ia<- 
terprftation,  ^   * 

0.  3.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  moral  law  ?  .    " 

J.  It  is  not  a  law  to  dti^cd  an4<^d^  9«if  ipiyin«r$  i  i)(it  i|  law  t^at'  ^ 
biads  iiiuverfall;.iB4  pfitp&tuj^lly>  si^.tHp  te9  comoiandp(^ept$  d9  tl^ipfe   \ 
to  whom  they  arc  propiiuJgcd,  aid  tjic  Ught  of  rj^tuft  dpth  all  Qthprs^  ^ 
Rom.  iL  14.  For  ^hm»  the  Gentib^^iT which  bavc  not  t^p  Uwx  do  by 
lotnre  the  thiags  ^pntajned  in  the  UWr  t^efe  haviog  uot;  the,  UWm  ari 
«  Uw  unto,  thf^iielyes.  |^u|pq  itvi.  1  ].  It  is  eaAer  fpi  heavca  and  C^U 
t»  p»fs>  thao  one  tittle  of  the  law  tQ  fiiil. 

Q.  4.  Why  ia  it  fiMd  to  b;  fuo^i^arily  ^omprcl^eaded  in  tbe  tco 
commandments? 

^.  Becaufe  much  more  ia  inclvd/^^  ui  ^yprf  eoo^inaipd  th^,  is  qx-   ' 
9»eft|  as  our  Saviour  fl^ewa  in  his  exppfitpn  of  it  i  M^it^h.  ^ii.  40* 
Oo  thele  twp  coinmandments  hang  all  the  Uw  and  the  prophets* 

(^5.  Doth  tbi:  nioral  lai^r  bii)d  QhniUans  tfndef  the  gofpel  ? 
^  ^f  Tesj  il  dbtht  as  a  n|Ie  to  ord^r  their  cqpverf^tions  bjr ;  Jaip^. 
ii.  8, 9»  10.  If  ye  fulfil  the  royal  law  according  to  tlie  fcripture^  Thou. 
<hak  bve  thy  neighbour  a^  tbyfelf  (  ye  da  well :  But  if  ve  h^ve  rfC- 
left  to  perfi>QB|  ye  CQipnut  QUf  i^id  ^re  (;onvinced  of  the  Uw  as  tirani* 
givfiors  i  fi^r  whqfaerer  (ball  kej^t  the  whole  law,  and  y«t  ojji^ad  inr 
00c  point,  iiguiliypf  all. 

Q«  &  U  the  mor^l  lay-  tb^  fame  thing  with  tl^e  cqvcnant  of  works^ 
ttd  iiaeofed  ^  the  (ao^  end  7 

A*  God  never  defied  the  law  to  be  the  way  of  man^s  juftifica- 
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fltao  Jhi  EmpffAm  of  the  JfferMp  CaUch^m. 

'  tlon  Alice  the  h\\%  GaKiS.  21,  22.  Is  the  law  then  againff  the  pro« 
miTes.oif  Ood  ?  God  forbid!  for  if  there  bad  been  a  law  riven  which 
could  have  given  life,  verity  righteonihefs  wpttid  have  Seen  by  the 
law ;  but  the  fcripture  hath  concluded  all  under  fin,  that  the  promife 
Iff  faith  of  Jefus  Qhrift  might  be  given  to  them  that  believe;  ]3ut  it 
,  was  promulged  to  convince  mzn  of  fin  ;  Rom.  vii.  ^.  What  ihali  we 
fiy  then  ?  Is  the  law  fin  ?  (Sod  foi-btd  !  Nay,  I  had  not  known  fin, 
but  by  the  law  $  for  I  had  not  known  luft  except  the  law  had  faid, 
Thou  (halt  not  covet*  And  bring  them  to  Chrift  \  Gal.  iii«  24. 
Wherefore  the  law  was  ourTchooImafter,  tQ'l>ring  us  unto  Ghrift, 
that  we  miffht  be  jiiftified  by  ^th. 

Q^  7.  What  H  the'firft  inference  from  hence  ? 

jt^  Hence  we  learn  the  abominable  nature  of  Popery.  The  Pope 
iieing  that  lawlefs  one,  who  wit]  not  be  bound  by  the  laws  of  God  him* 
felf }  2  Thcfl'.  ii  8t  Theafliall  that  wicked  one  be  revealed  whom  the 
Lord  ihall  conftime  with  the  Spirit  of  his  mouth,  and  (ball  defh-oy 
with  the  brightn^f^  of  his  coming  ;  but  afibmes  power  to  difpenie  with 
God's  laws  to  others. 
♦   Q;^  8.  What  Is  the  fecond  inference  hence  ? 

A.  That  ftaft'Ae'th  not '  as  beafis  die  ;  which  are  under  no  inoral 
law,  and  therefore  capable  of  no  fin:  but  muft  come  to  judginent  after 
death ;  Ecclef.  ili.  21.  Who  knoweth  the  fpirit  of  man  that  goeth  up* 
ward,  i^i  the  fpirit  of  the  beaft  that  goefh  downward  to  the  earth? 
Heb.  ix«  2|u  And  as  it  is  appointed  upto  o^en  once  to  iliC)  fo  after  thii 
the  judgmeM^ 
'  (^9.  What  is  the  third  inference  hence  ? 

A.  That  though  thMflions  of  men  naturally  confidered  are  tran« 
flcnt,  yet  their  conft^Hces  and  eflfefts  are  pci*mancntj  jan  aft  is  foon 
done,  a  word  foon  f(Ren,  a  thought  foon  thought  j  but  when  done, 
Ipokcn,  or  thought,  they  are  placed  to  account  5  Gal.vi.  7,  8.  $enot 
deceived,  God  is  not  mocked ;  for  whatfoever  a  man  foweth,  thst 
fhall  he  alio  reap ;  for  he  that  foweth  to  the  fiefli,  Ihall  of  the  flefh 
reap  corruption  ;  but  he  that  foweth  to  the  fpiriti  (ball  of  the  ipirit 
reap  life  everlailing. 

Q.  10.  What  is  the  fourth  inference  from  hence  f 

A.  That  God  will  proceed  with  men  by  different  rules  in  Ac  day 

of  judgment,  according  to  the  different  laws  they  lived  under  in  thii 

'  world  \  Rom.  ii.  12.' Tor  as  many  as  have  finned  without  law  (hall 

aifo  perifh  without  law  }  and  as  many  as  have  finned  in  the  law,  (hall 

bcju^lged  by  the.law. 

0^1 1.  What  is*thc  fifth  inference  from  hence  ? 
,  A.  that  thofe  who  have  finned  aigainft  the  clearcft  light,  and  beft 
helps,  will,  if  they  die  impenitent,  be  judged  to  the  greateft  mifery  5 
MaUh.  xi.  23.  And  thou«  Capernaum,  which  art  exalted  unto  hea-? 
ten,  (hall  be  brought  down  to  hell  \  for  if  the  mighty  works  which 
haire  beoa  done  in  thee,  had  been  done  m  Sodom^  k  would  hai^e  ret 
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aaamed  ofltiF  this  day.  Heb.  ii.  3 . .  Mtym  fliall  we  efca^  if  weafcgleft 
fb  great  (alvation  ? 

0^12.  What  is  the  fixtb  inference  frppa  hecfe  ? 

jf.  That  we  are  to  prize  the  moral  law  bighlji  9s.  a  role  of  life ; 
Ffalm  cxixr  loj.  Thf  word  is  a  lamp  untotfiy  feet»  and  a  light  unta- 
my  patk :  So  are  we  to  blefs  God  for  the  gofpel  difpeniation,  bj  whick 
0DI7  we  can  attain  to  juftification  and  falvation  ;  Heb.  xii.  22.  But  jptt- 
are  cone  to  mount^  Sion»  and  unto  the  city  of  the  living  Gody  the 
heavenly  Jerufalem,  to  an  inmicnerable  aimpany  of  angels.    ^ 

Of  love  tg  Cod  and  MatL 

Qoeft.  4a.    *\1K  T^^l"  i'  ^^  f^^^  ^^  the'ten  commandmenls } 

the  Lord  our  God  mfUh  all  our  hf arts,  fviti  allourjoul,  fvitb  allourjlrengib^ 
dftd  mib  all  ^ur  mind^  and  our  neighbwr  as  our/elves* 

Q^  I .  Wbat  is  the  fum  of  the  ten  CDmmandments  i  ' 

A.  To  love'tbe  Xord  our  God  with  a  fupreme  love,  and  men  with  , 
1  fincere  lojtre,  in  and  for  him ;  Matth.  'Yxii.  37)  38.  Jefus  laid  unto 
himyTEoalBait  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  hearty  and  with 
til  thy  feol^  and  with  all  thy  mind.  This  is  the  firft  and  great  com- 
wandmcnt :  The  fccond  is  iil^e  unto  it^  Thpu  ihalt  love  thy  ne^gjkr 
bour  as  tbyfclf. 

Q:^  2.  What  is  the  firft  thing  contained  in  our  fupreme  love  to  God  i  ^ 

d*  It  implies  the  loving  ot  God  purely  and  abfolutely  for  himfelf«  | 
The  excenenoes  that  are  in  him  ;  Cant.  i.  3.  Thy  name  is  as  oint<^ '' 
ment p00i%<rf6rth  \  tliereibre  the  virgins  Jove  thee      And.  the  bene-  . 
fits  we  receive  from  him  ;  Pfal.  cxvi.  i.  I  love  the  Lord|  becaufe  he  '  ^ 
bath  heard  my  voice  and  my  fnpplication. 

0^3.  What  is  the  fecond  property  of  this  fuppreme  love  ?  - 

A.  Saprane  love  devotes  the  whole  man  to  God  and  Cbrift ;.  So    ; 
that  in  life  abd  death  that  man  defigns  the  glory  of  God  as  his  main   ^ 
end  (  Jlom.  xiv*  7^  6.  For  none  oi  us  liveth  to  himielf,  and  no  maa 
<iictb  to  bimfelf  i  for  whether  we  live,  ,we  live  uoto  the  Lord,  and^ 
whether  we  die,  we  die  unto  the  Lord  \  whether  we  live  therefore  or 
die,  we  are  the  Lord's 

(^  4.  What  is  tht  tlurd  property  of  fupreme  love  ? 

Jl.  It  caufe^the  foul  to  depreciate  and  flight  all  other  things  in  con^ 
paiifon  of  Cod  Vglairyy_  and  an  intereft  in  Chriil,;  A£U  xx.  24.^  But 
cbneW  Ibefe  things  move  met  neither  count  I  my  life  dear  unto  my- 
felfyfothat  I  might  £ni(h  my  conrfe  with  joy  j*rhil.  iii«  8.  I  count 
all  things  bnt  iou  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus 
my  Lord.   .  4.  ■  * 

0^5.  What  is  the  fourth  property  of  fupreme  love  ? 

A,  It  centers  the  foul  in  Go4  '^  i^^  ^^^7  ^^^ »  Pfalm  cxvi.  7.  Ile- 
turo  unto  thy  ref^  O  my  foul.  And  cannot  be  fatisfied  till  it  come 
lo  the  loU  enjoyment  of  him;  2  The£  iii>  5.  And  the  Lord  dlre(£l  , 
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joim  lmit&  io^  the  kve  of  Qod.  and  bu  the  paiJenl  mithig  Snp 
Chrift, 

0^6.  Why  muft  ve  bve  God  i*kh  a  (opMoie  love  l 

A*  Betasfo  fiicb  a  knre  ealf  &ils  the  tmnfoendfiBt  •xcett^ncy  of 
.Sod  I  commands  all  ve  are  and  have  for  God  ;  and  i^  the  only  love 
Ikaft  wiH  cootnuie  to  the  aid  \  Rom*  tuL  35.  Wfaa  fluU  iepara&e  us 
ftf  m  the  love  of  Chrift  i 

fl^j^  What  b  k  to.  love  oar  ndghbour  a^  ourfelvea  I 

A.  It  is  the  fxaft  obfarvatioii  and  praOica  of  the  gokkn  rule  d 
Chrift;  Matth.  vii.  12.  Therefore  all  thiog^  whatfoever  ye  would 
that  men  fliould  do  to  you>  do  ye  even  fo  to  them  \  for  this  is  the 
liw  a»dlhe|)cophet9. 

Q.  8.  Are  alt  men  to  be  iovcd  al^e,  and  vrit^  the  fame  degree  of 
feve^ 

A.  No ;  though  vre  muft  h>ve  ail  men  with  the  lo»e  of  henevo^ 
lence,  yet  the  faints  only  with  the  love  of  complacency ;  Pfal.  xvi.  3. 
But  to  the  faints  that  are  in  the  earthy  and  to  the  esccUeat  ni  whom 
is  all  my  delight.  Pfalm  xv.  4.  In  whofe  eyes  a  vilf  perfon  ia contemn* 
ed  $  bat  he  honoureth  them  that  fear  the  Lord.  And  to  fuch  ve 
muft  efjpeoially  do  good  §  OaL  vL  lo.  As  we  have  ther^ilare  oppor^ 
tunifey,  let  us  do  good  unto  all  men^  efpecially  ua«o  them  vhaaxe  of 
Che  houfchpld  of  faith. 

Q:  9.  What  is  the  firft  mftru£tionfrom  hence? 

A.  Hence  we  learp  the  ^fLcellency  of  divine  bwe.  Mofea  esprdfes 
Ae  whole  duty  of  man  Iq  ten  commandment:  €hrift  hangs  the  whole 
hw  upon  theft  twe^  love  to  God  and  our  neighbour ;  tlsirk  sii.  3e» 
31.  And  thou  (halt  love  the  Lord  thy  God,  with  all  thy  hearty  and 
with  ail  thy  fouly  and  with  all  thy  mindt  and  with  aU  thy  ftrength; 
This  is  the  firft  commandment*  And  the  iecond  is  Uke>  namely  thisi 
Hiou  fliak  iofe  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf :  There  is  none  other  com* 
maadment  greater  than  thefe.  And  the  apoftle  reduces  thefe  two 
into  one ;  Gal.  v.  14,  For  all  the  hw  is  (ulfllicd  jp  one  wnrd,  even 
this.-^Theu  (halt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf. 

^10.  What  is  the  fteond  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  It  convinces  the  holieft  of  men  how  far  (hart  they  coow  in  their 
obedience  to  the  rule  of  duty,  and  therein  the  law  vsas  our  ichpol* 
mafter  to  bring  us  to  Chrift,  Gal  iii.  24* 

QL   1 1.  What  is  the  third  infei>ence  from  hence  i 

A.  Itdticovers  the  excellency  and  perfeAion  of  the  bw  of  God ; 
Pfaim  xix.  7.  The  law  of  the  Lord  is  pcrfeQ,  converting  the  foul: 
And  that  we  are  highly  to  honour  and  magnify  it  as  e  rule  qI  dutyi 
though  we  muft  utterly  renounce  it  as  the  way  of  our  juftification. 

Q^  1 2.  What  is  the  laft  inference  from  hence  \ 

j9.  That  there  is  nothing  too  dearior  a  Chriftian  in  this  worMi 
^ut  he  muft  give  it  up  by  ^If-denial,  when  it  comes  ii|  oompetition 
with  his  fupreme  bve  to  God  1  Luke  xiv.  16.  If  ai|y  man  come  to 
me>  and  bate  not  his  father^  and  mother,  and  wife^  and  children^  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Jtft  ixpo/itian  of  th  AJfmlij^  tUdeef^.  «3 

brethren,  and  fifters,  yeaj  and  his  own  life  aUb|  he  tatmot  \k  my  dit 
ciplc  \  !•  c  Love  thttn  Icfs  than  me. 

Cfihe  Prtjdct  to  the  ten  Conamndminn. 

Queft.  43*  TTT^^'^  ^  *^  preface  to  the  ten  commandmchh? 
W  A.  The  preface  to  the  ten  commandments  is  in 
thefe  wofdfi  I  am  the  Lord  fhj^  God^  which  have  Brought  thee  out  of*  tie 
kind  of  Egypt  y  out  of  the  houfe  of  bondage. 

0^44.  What  dMh  the  preface  to  the  ten  cooimatiditients  teach  us? 

A.  The  preface  to  the  ten  commandments  teacheth  us  that  hcaafe  God  is 
ike  Lord,  and  our  God,  and  Redeemer,  therefore  ive  are  bound  to  icfp  ait  his 
conmtandmontSm 

Q^i.  Why  doth  God  u(e  arguments  and  induc^m^ats  to  win  men 
to  the  obedience  of  his  laws  I 

J.  Becaafe  he  loves  to  work  on  man  as  a  rational  creature,  accord- 
ing to  tht  principles  of  his  nature  ;  Hof.  %i.  4.  I  drew  them  with 
cords  of  a  man,  with  bands  of  love  :  And  becauie  he  delights  in  none 
but  free  and  cheerful  obedience ;  PTaL  ex.  3.  t*hy  people  &aQ  be 
willmg  in  the  day  of  thy  power. 

Q.  2.  What  is  the  firft  argument  in  this  prefate  ? 

It  is  the  fovereignty  of  the  Lawgiver,  [I  am  the  Lord^]  which 
ihouldawe  th6  heart  of  eVery  inan  to  obedience;  James  iv.  12.  There 
is  one  Lawgivel*,  who  is  abld  to  Have  and  to  deflroy. 

Q.  3.  What  is  the  fecoiid  argument  to  obedience  t 

A,  Our  propriety  in  God  by  covenant,  [I  am  the  Lord  thr  God ;] 
this  obligeth  to  obedience,  and  aggravateth  dlfobedience ;  Pialm  L  7. 
Hear,  O  my  people,  and  I  will  fpeak  -,  O  Ifrael,  and  I  will  lettiiRf 
againft  thee ;  I  am  God,  even  thy  God.  Hoiea  ix.  \.  For  thou hm 
gone  a  whofing  fromthy  God. 

0^4.  What  is  the  third  argumeisit  unto  obedience  ? 

A.  The  benefits  of  redemption  that  they  receive  from  God.  Be^ 
nefits  periuade  to  duty ;  and  the  goodnefi  of  God  leadcth  thee  to  re- 
pentance,  Rom.  ii.  4. 

Q»  5.  How  can  deliverance  out  of  Egypt  be  an  argument  \o  them 
that  never  were  in  Egypt  ?  ' 

A.  As  that  deliveraiice  was  a  type  of  our  deliverance,  fo  It  is  an  ar« 
gument-to  us,  and  an  argument  from  the  lefs  to  the  greater  ^  for  it 
obligeth  us  mote  than  them ;  Luke  i.  74,  75.  That  he  would  grant 
unto  us,  that  we  being  delivered,  out  of  the  hands  of  our  enemies, 
might  ferve  him  without  fear,  in  hoSnefi  and  righteoulnefs  before  him, 
aU  the  days  of  our  life. 

0^6.  What  is  th^  deliverance  we  have?  and  how  doth  it  oblige 
tts  to  obedience  ? 

A,  Ou^  deliverance  is  not  from  ESgypt,  but  from  Mt;  Col.  L  rg. 
Who  hatK  delivered  us  firom  the  power  of  darkn^ft,  And  hath  trans- 
lated us  into  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  Son.  *  And  pur  perfons  are 
by  the  Redeemer  to  glorify  God  ^  i  Cor.  vi.  jd,  2p#  What 
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.know  ye  not  that  your  body  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghoft^„wh!cii 
is  in  you  ?  For  ye  are  bought  with  a  price :  Therefore  glorify  God  ia 
your  body>  and  in  your  fpirit«  which  are  God's. 

0^7.  Is  it  not  mercenary  to  ferve  God  iipot  the  ^toumtof  bene^ 
'  ^flts  received,  or  to  be  received  ? 

\^'  '//.  He  that  maketh  religious  duties  mediurils  to^attaih  carnal  ad- 
.  Vantages  only,  is  bfa  worfe  than  mercenary  fpirit^  Hoiea  vii.  14.  And 
they  have  not  cried  unto  me  with  their  hearts,  when  they  howled  up* 
«on  their  beds  :  They  aflemble  themfelves  for  cprn  and  wine,  and  they 
.  rebel  againft  me.  Bujjp  be  quickened  by  mercy  to  duty  is  not  mcr* 
r  cenaryi  but  evangelical)  Hofea  iii.  5.  They  (hall  fear  the  Lordi  and 
]    bis  goodnefs. 

Q.  8.  What  IS  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ?  . 
r  '     A.  That  great  is  the  condefcenfion  oi"  dod  to  rn|Oi  that  he  will 
ttfe  arguments  to  Induce  him  to  obedience,  who  might  ,exa£t  it  only 
by  his  fovereigntyi  and  juftly  damn  us  for  oiir  diiobcdience ;  2  Cor.  v. 
' '  26.  Now  then  we  are  aihbafladors  for  Chrii\,  as  though  God  did  be- 
feech  you  by  us :  We  pray  you  in  Chrift's  ftead,  be  ye  rec6nciled  Co 
God. 
>        0^9*  What  is  the  fecond  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  the  more  mercy  any  receive  from  God^  the  more  obliga- 

/    tions  are  laTd  on  thein  to ^ obey  him;  Pfalm  ctvi.   i,  2.  T  love  the 

Lord,  becaufe  he  hath  heard  my  voice,  and  my  fuppllcations :  Be- 

caufe  he  hath  inclined  his  ear  unto  me,  therefore  will  I  call  uponbioi 

as  long  as  I  live. 

'  '     Q:,'^*  W^at  .is  the  third  inference  frqiii  hence  ? 

A.  The  more  mercies  and  favours  any  man  fins  again  ft,  thegreat-* 
^     er  is  that  man's  &n,  and  the  forer  wilLbe  his  pUni(hn[Lejitj  Amos  iii- 
'  2.  Tou  only  have  I  known  of  all  the  families  of  the  earth }  there- 
fore I  will  puniih  you  for  all  your  iniquities. 

Qj^l  I.  What  is  the  fourth  inference  from  hence  ? 
A.  That  God's  expectations  are  greater,  where  his  mercies  and  fr 
vours  have  been  To  -,  Ifa.  v.  4. '  What  could  have  been  done  more  to 
ny  vineyard,  that  I  have  not  done  in  it  ?     Wherefore  when  I  look- 
ed that  it  Ihould  bring  forth  grapes,  brought  it  forth  wild  grapes, 
0^12.  What  is  the  laft  inference  from  hence  ? 
A.  That  mciftorials  of  God's  mercies  are  to  t)C  kept  by  us,  to  pro- 
'  Toke  us  to  conftant  and  cheerful  duties  of  obedience  \  £xo(!.  xvu.  14* 
And  the  Lord  faid  unto  Mofes,  write  this  for  a  memorial  in  a  book, 
tod  rehearfeit  in  the  ears  of  Jofliua.  Ffalm  ciii.  2,  3.  Blefs  the  Lord} 
O  my  foul,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits. 


€f  the  Jirfi  Ccmmandment. 

IICH  is  the  firft  commandi 

A.  The  Jlfj/l  crnnmandnunt  if,  Thoujbalt  bavt  «• 


Queft,  45-  TT THICK  is  the  firft  commandmcn^? 


diergpdi  lefkn  me. 
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(^  I.  What^hc  firft  duty  enjoined  in  the  firft  commandment  I  \ 

A,  It  IS  tolEnow  and  acWnowledge  the  exigence  or  being  of  God^  \) 
and  confequently  condemns  all  atheifin^  both  ip  judgment  and  prae»  \ 
tice ;  Heb.  xi.  6.  For  he  that  cometh  to  God,  muft  believe  that  he  i$t 
and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  feek  him.     Pfahu 
xir.  I.  The  fool  hath  faid  in  bb  heart,  there  is  no  God. 

Q^  2.  WhaMs  the  fccond  duty  of  the  firft  commandment  ? 

A*  It  re<juircs  all  men  to.  know  and  acknowledge  the  unity  of  Godi  [. 
Deut.  vi.  4. '  Hear,  O  Ifrael,  the  Lord  our  Cod  is  one  Lord^     And  . 
condemns  polytheifinj  or  plurality  pf  gods ;  i  Cor.  viii.  5,  6.  Tor  y 
though  there  be  that  are^called  gods,  whether  in  heaven  or  in  earth 
(as  there  be  gods  many,  and  lords  many  \)  but  to  us  there  is  but  one 
God.  \ 

Q^  3*  Whence  ^i^ng  the  opinion  of  more  gods  than  one  at  firH  .  ^ 
mthcworld7  'j 

"  if.  It  Sprang  from  ignorance  of  Qod^s  omniprefence  and  Oirinipo^  ' 
trace.  JEIence  came  their  vain  imaginations  1  Rom.  i.  ai.  Becaafe 
that  when. til ey  Fncw  (Sod,  they  glorified  him  not  as  God^  neither 
were  thankful,  but  became  vain  in  their  imaginations,  and  their  foolifl| 
heart  was  darkened*    They  thought  the  prefence  and  power  of  God  p' 
might  reach  one  place|  and  not  another  \  i  Kings  xx.  23.     And  the  >  • 
fervanCsToTtEie  kmg  of  Syria  faid  unto^im.  Their  gods  are  gods  of 
the  hills,  therefore  they  were  Aronger  than  we  :  But  let  us  fight  ^ 
gainfl  them  in  the  plain,  and  fiirely  we  ihall  be  ftronger  than  they. 

(^  4.  What  were  the  firft  creatures  worihipped  as  gods  ?  *   { 

A,  Probably  the  heavenly  bodies,  fun,  moon,  and  ftars,  becaufe  of  ,s 
their  jplendour  and  influences.     Xhefe}  as  heralds,   do  proclaim  > 
Go3  to  tfiie  world;  ITalmxix.  I,  ^.  The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of 
God^;  and  the  firmament  fhisweth  his  handy  work:  Day  unto  day 
uttereth  ft)eiech,  and  night  unto  night  (hewech  ^knowledge.     And  | 
thefe  ine^Qger^  of  jCrod  were  ,ouftsiken  for  God  himfelf ;  Job  vxu  [ 
3^1  27,  28*  If  I  beheld  the  fun  when  it  Oiiaed,  or  the  mooa  walking ' 
in  brightness,  and  my  heart  hath  been  fecretly  enticed,  or  my  moutE 
hath  kified  my  hand  \  this  alTo  were  an  iniquity,  for  I  Ihould  have  de^t 
nied  the  God  that  is  above* 

Q.  <.  What  doth  thefe  wqrdsXbeforc  me]  import  ?  ,  - 

A.  It  noteFGod^s  perfe£lt  knowledge  and  abhorrence  of  all  idolatry^  j 
or  wor(l\igping  of  another  God,  as  what  Jie  cannot  endure  to  behold^  '. 
Jer.  tUv.  3, 4.  becaufe  of  their  wickedncTs  which  they  have  cotfimitted 
to  provoke  me  to  anger,  in  that  they  went  to  bum  incenft  to  fervc  04 
ther  gods  whom  they  knew  not,-  nekher  ihey,  yop,  nor  ymir  fisither»y 
Howbeit,  I  fent  unto  you  all  my  fervants  the  prophets,  riling  early* 
and  fending  them,  faying^  Oh  do  not  this  tbominabk  thing  tbtt  t 
hate. 

(^  6.  Are  none  guilty  of  this  fin  bot  heathqMfli  idobirfrs  ? 

A.  T^s  \  all  that  placfi  fthcir  fBmrcmg  tofiiti^tnifUn  aiyO^siiyrc, 
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^  make  that  creature  their    god ;  and  in  fcripture  are  called  idolaters, 

Col.  ui.  5.     And  covetoufrieft,  which  is  idolatry.  Phil.  iii.  19.  Whofe 

end  is  deftruftion,  whofe  god  is  their  belly,  and  whofc  glory  is  in  their 

fliame,  who  mind  earthly  things. 

,        Q.  7.  How  doth  the  idolatry  forbidden  in  the  firft,  differ  from 

!    thatForfaidden  in  the  fecond  commandment  ? 

I        A.  The  idolatry  forbidden  in  the  fir(V  commandment  is  a  fin  re- 

j    fpe^ting  the  objeft  of  worlbip,  when  we  fet  up  any  thing  in  the  place 

/    orUod,  which  by  nature  is  not  God  5  Gal.  iv.  8.  tlowbeit,  then 

when  ye  knew  not  God,  ye  did  fcrvicc  unto  them  which  by  nature 

^are  no  gods.     But  that  againft  the  fecond  commandment  is,  when 

[  we  pretend  to  worfhip  the  true  God,  but   do  it  by  fuch  means,  and 

.  fai  fuch  a  manner  as  he  hath  not  required,  or  hath  forbidden  *,  Exod. 

/  zxxii.  4.  And  he  received  them  at  their  hands,  and  fa(hioned  it  with 

graven  toot,  after  he  had  made  it  a  molten  calf  i  and  they  fald,  Tbefe 

be  thy  gods,  O  Ifrael,  which  brought   thee  up  out  of  the  land  of 

Egypt. 

Q^  8.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  the  firft  commandment  ? 
A.  That  it  is  a  fpecial  mercy  to  be  brought  iorth  in  a  land  where 
/   the  true  God  is  known  and  worfhipped  ;  Pfalm  cxlvii.  20.    He  hath 
not  dealt  fo  with  any  nation ;  and  as  for  his  judgments,  they  have  not 
known  them  \  praife  ye  the  Lord. 

Q^  9.    What  is  the  fecond  inference  from  the  firft  commanJ- 
:  ment? 

,       A.  That  it  is  a  great  and  dreadful  fin  to  Kve  without  the  worfhip 

^  of  God  in  the  world ;  Eph.  ii.  1 2.  That  at  that  time  ye  were  without 

'    Chrift, -being  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifi-acl,  and  ftrangers 

from  the  covenants  of  promife,  having  bo  hope,  and  without  God  in 

the  world. 

Qi,  ^o«  What  is  the  third  ioference  from  the  firft  commandment? 
'   A.  That  Chriftians  muft'  not  comply  whh  idolatrous  and  fupcrili- 
tious  worftkip,  when  they  are  caft  into  .idolatrous,  placf^s,.  how  great 
.    Ibcver  the  danger  bej   Pfalm  xvi.  4.  Their  forrows  flialVbe  multl- 
|Mied,  that  haiten  after  another  god ;  their  drink  offerings  of  blood 
Will  I  ftot  oStti  nor  take  up  their  name  into  my  lips. 
(|^  II.  What  is  the  fourth  inference  from  hence  ? 
A.  That  fiiprcrae  love,  fear,  and  truft  of  the  foul,  is  God*s  pecu- 
Kar  right  and  due.     Whofoever  places  them  on  any  other  befides 
God,  is  guilty  of  a  very  heinous  and  great  fin  againft  him  j  i  John 
H.  15.  Love  not  the  world,  nehher  the  things  that  are  in  the  world : 
If  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  b  not  in  him.  Com- 
pared with  Job  xxiti.  24, — 28.  If  I  have  made  gold  my  hope,  or  have 
faid  to  the  fine  gold,  thou  art  my  confidence ;  this  alio  were  an  ini^ 
quity  to    be  punifhed  by  the  judge  \   for  I  fhould  have  denied  the 
God  that  is  above.    , 

<X  i2   What  is  the  fif^h  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  God's  eye  difcovers  the  doleft  idolatry  in  the  worldi 
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whetherjt  belnfecm  a^tiooaL;  Ezek.  Tiii.  I2.  Haft  thou  feen  what 
tbeancieuts  of  the  houfe  of  Ifiraei  do  in  the  dark?  Everj  mao  io  the 
chambers  of  his  imagery  ?  for  they  fay,  the  Lord  feetb  us  not»  the, 
^  Lord  hathforfaken  the  earth.  Or  Inward  aSeflions;  CoL  ill.  5*  Mor-   . 
tify  therefore  your  members  wbicS  arF  upon  the  earthy  fornication,  > 
uncleannefsy  inordinate  affeAion,  evil concupifcence,  and  covetoufnefsj   i 
vhicb  is  idolatry. 

Q^  1 3.   H  hat  is  the  fixth  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  Tbat  an  high  and  full  condition  in  the  worldj  is  a  dangerous 
conditioji,  and  lies  moft  expofed  to  the  d^inger  of  heart-idolatry; 
Pro tT  XXX.  9.  Left  I  be  fuIU  and  deny  thee^  ana  fay,  who  is  the  Lord^ 
Mark  x.  24.  How  hard  is  it  fox  them  that  truft  in  riches  to  enter  in- 
to the  kingdom  of  heaven? 

Q.  14.  What  is  the  laft  inference? 

A.  Tbat  in  covenanting  with  God,  and  avouching  him  for  our  God^  /  ^ 
we  muft  wholly  renounce  all  others,  and  take  God  alone  for  our  por«  \ 
tion,  and  obje£l  of  our  love  and  dq>endence }  Holea  iii.  3.  Thou  fl&alt  ^ 
not  be  for  another  man^  To  will  I  alfo  be  for  thee.     Luke  xiv.  37. 
So  iikewife,  whofoever  he  be  of  you  that  forfaketb  not  all  that  be  hat^ 
he  cannot  be  i^y  difciple.  ^     . 

Of  The  fec$nd  Commandment. 

Queft.  49.  XTTHICH  is  the  fecond  commandment?  ..' 

V  V  '^K.^Tbe  fecond  commandment  »/,  \Theu  fbak  noi  ' 
mak'  unto  thee  any  graven  imager  or  any  likeneff  of  any  thing  tbettU 
iff  heaven  above^  or  tbat  is  in  the  earth  beneath^  or  that  is  in  the  vH$r  ^, 
itr  under  the  earth  ;  thou  fhalt  not  bow  dowtt  thj/etf  to  tbem^  nor 
ferve  them ;  For  I  the  Lord  thy  God  em  a  jealosn  Uod^  infting  t^e 
imqmtiu  tf  the  fathers  uton  the  chUdrete^  unto  the  third  Mtd  fourth 
gmeration  of  them  tbat  late  me^  atid  Jbetmstg  mercy  usOo  ihoufatuis  rf 
tbtm  that  hve  me^  and  keep  my  commandments*^ 

Quell.  50.  What  is  require^i.in  the  fccond  commandment  ? 

A.  The  fecotid  commandment  reqtareth^  the  receivings  obferving^  and  ■ 
ieeping  pure  and  entire  all  fuch  religious  nvorfhip  and  ordinances^  as  ' 
God't^iii  appcinlcd  in  his  nnford* 

Queftl  51/  U'  hat  is  forbidden  » the  iecoad  oommaBdmcvt  ? 

A.  The  fecond  commandment  forbiddeth  the  nvorjbippifig  of  God  by 
imcgei^  or  an^  tdher  way  net  appointed  in  his  word, 

Queft'.  52.  What  are  the  realons  annexed  to  the  fecond  command-  *  ' 
xncnt?  *•-    *  "'  . 

A.  The  reafons  atutened  to  the  fecond  commandment^  are  God's  fe^ 
vereig  ty  over  us,  his  propriety  in  ut,  and  the  zeal  he  hath  to  his 
^n  vwfhip. 

Q^  1 .  iA'hat  is  the  fin  efpecially  forbidden  ii)  the  fecond  command- 
ment ?  ^ 

A.  The  fin  here  forbidden,  is  the  corruption  of  God's  worfhip,b7 
in^iog  any  fimilitude^^f  an^  perfon  \i\  the  Codhead,  and  performing 
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4ime  worfliip  before  !t,  or  to  it }  Exod.  xxxii.  8.  They  hftre  turned 
tfjSSe  quickly  out  of  the  Way  which  I  commatided  them:  They  have 
inade  them  a  molten  calfy  and  have  worfliipped  it|  and  hate  facrificcd 
thereunto,  and  faid)  thefe  be  thy  god$,  O  Ifrael,  which  have  brought 
thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.  Deut  W.  15,  i5.  Take  ye  there* 
fore  good  hee4  unto  yourfelves  (for  ye  fiw  no  manner  of  fimilitude  on 

*  the<iay  that  the  Lord  fpakc  unto  you  in  Horeb,  out  of  the  midft  of  the 
fire)  leO  ye  corrupt  yourfclves  and  make  you  a  graven  image,  the  fimi* 
litude  of  any  figure,  the  iikenefs  of  male  or  female. 

Q.  a.   What  is  the  fecond  fin  forbidden  in  this  commandment? 

I       jf.  The  ieconJ  fin  againft  this  commandment  is  wHf-worfliip,  con- 

0  fifting  in  the  addition  of  man*s  inventionsi  to  the  worfhip  of  God,  as  a 
j  part  thereof;  Matth.  xv  g.  But  in  vain  they  do  worOiip  me,  teach- 
ing for 'doctrines  the  commandments  of  men.  Col.  ii  20f  21,  aa,  23. 
W  hereof  if  ye  be  dead  with  Chrift  from  the  rudiments  of  the  world, 
ixrhy,  as  though  Kving  in  the  world,  are  ye  fubjejt  to  ordinances. 
(Touch  not,  taftc  not,  handle  not,  which  all  arc  to  perifli  with  the 
ufing)  after  the  commandments'and  doftrines  of  men  ?  Which  things 
kave  indeed  a  (hew  of  wifdom  in  will-worfliip  and  humility,  and 
TieglefHng  of  the  body,  not  in  any  lionoor  to  theiatisfying  of  the 
flefti. 

Q^  3.  But  if  thofe  additiotns  be  for  the  otore  decent  worfhippingof 

r  God,  is  it  not  allowed  by  i  Con  xiv.  40.  Let  all  things  be  done  de* 

/  ccntly".  and  in  order  ? 

^     A.  No  5  that  (cripture  commands  that  God's  inftituttons  be  regu- 

.  larly  and  decently  performed)  but  not  that  we  invent  ceremonies  that 

are  fymBoUcal,  "to  make  ttieni  more  decent  than  Chrirt.left  them. 

0^4*  ^'^7  **  ^^^  fecond  commandment  left  out  in  all  the  publk 
offices  of  the  popiTK  church  t 

A.  Becaufe  it  exprefsly  ccmdemns  their  idolatrous  images,  kneeling 
.    att  the  facrament,  prayers  to  faints,  and  all  their  fuperditiqus  crofieS) 
jiirpltces,  an.i  chnfme,asfinful. 

0^5.  Do  they  not  clear  themfelves  from  idolatry,  by  telling  us 

they  only  worlhip  God  before,  or  hj  them,  but  not  the  images  them- 

ftlves? 

I        A*  No,  they  do  not  5  for  the  ufe  of  images  in  God's  woHhip  is 

fi    exprefsly  condemned  in  this  commandment )  and  if  this  would  cxcufe 

1  the  papifts,  it  had  alfo  excufed  the  KraeKte  in  woHhippiimlhe  calft 
Exod.  xxxii.  4.— And  they  faid,  Thdc  be  thy  gods,  O  Urael,  that 
brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt. 

Q76.  What  is  the  firft  reafon  annexed  to  the  fecond  command- 
ment f 

J  A.  The  irft  reafon  annexed  is  God's  fovcreignty,  /  the  Lord;  which 
(hews  that  it  belongs  to  God  only  to  inftltute  hb  own  worffip,  ^^ 
0)ake  it  effeAual  \  and  therefore  to  do  that  in  his  worfhip  which  he 

4  never  commanded,  is  finful  and  dangerous  j  Jer.  vii.  31.  And  they 
lia^e  built  the  high  places  c^Tophet^  which  b  in  the  valley  of  the 
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f(m  of  IfiBnoin»  to  burn  their  foos  and  their  daughters  in  the  firtu 
which  I  commanded  them  not,  neither  came  it  into  my  heart. 

Q^  7.  What  is  the  fecond  reaibn  annexed  to  the  iecpnd  com- 
mandment?. 1^ 

J.  Thefecond  reafon  is  God's  propriety  in  us;  lfci§  our  God».aiKl  ( 
we  befeog  to  him  s  and  therefore  to  corrupt  hi$  worfliip,  greatly  ag*  ], 
gravates  our  finsj  Hofeaix.  i.  Rejoice  not,  O  ifrae)»  for  joy,  ^ 
other  people ;  for  thou  haft  gotne  a  whoring  from  thy  (iod,  &c. 

Q.  8.  What^i$  the  third  reafon  annexed  to  the  fecond  commands  ^ 
mcnt?  . 

A.  The  jealotily  of  God  over  his  worfhip  and  wor(&ippers }  fo  that 
this  fin  of  cOiTupting  his  worfhip  will  dreadfoUy  incenfe  his  wratlif 
as  it  did.  Lev.  x.  i,  %.  And  Nadab  and  Abihu,  the  fons  of  Aaron, 
took  either  of  them  his  cenfer,  and  put  fire  thereon,  and  ofiered 
ftrange  fire  before  the  Lord,  which  he  commanded  them  not.  And 
there  went  out  fire  from  the  Lord,  and  devoured  them,  and  thejr 
died  before  the  Lord. 

(^.  What  is  the  firft  inftmftion  from  the  fecond  command 
mcnt  i  '  • 

A.  That  it  is  an  heinous  fin  to  negleA  the  worfhip  of  God  in  that 
manner  he  hath  appointed  us  to  wor&ip  him,  as  in  prayer  ;.  Jet.  t% 
25.  Foiir  out  thy  lury  upon  the  heathen  that  know  thee  not,  and 
upon  thelamlUc^  that  call  not  on  thy  name.  Hearing  the  word  3 
Prov.  xxviii.  9.  He  that  turneth  away  his  ear  from  hearing  the  hi% 
even  E&  jprajprihaU  be  abomination. 

0  10.  What  is  the  fecond  inflrttflion  frgm  the  fecond  command** 
ment? 

A,  That  thofi!  who  fuflfer  for  endeavouring  to  preferve  the  purity  . 
of  God's  orcChances,  and  nonconformity  to  the  contrary  injunfUonf  j 
of  meo'2  have  a  good  warrant  to  bear  them  out  ni  all  fuch  fufferings;  ' 
Deut.  iv,  2-  Te Ihall  not  add  unto  the  word  which  I  command  you^ 
neither  (hall  you  diminifh  ought  from  it,  that  ye  may  keep  the  coqpb- 
mandments  of  the  Lord,  your  God,  which  I  command  you. 

(^  ii/Whatisthe  third  inftru^oo  from  the  fecond  command* 
mttit.?  \f 

A  That  it  is  highly  finful  and  dangerous  to  innovate  and  prelcribe  ,' 
by  human  authority  fuch  fymbolical  rites  in  the  wor/hip  of  God,  as  hie  ;. 
never  appointed  or  allowed  in  his  word  ;  Matth.  xv.  9.  But  in  v<uo 
do  they  worAiip  me,  teaching  for  do£txines  the  commandments  dS 
men. 

(^12*  What  is  the  fourth  inftruAion  hence  f  / 

j9*  Hence  we  learn  liow  much  parents  and  children  are  obliged  td 
worlhipGbd  conftantly,  fpiritually,  and  agreeably  to  his  will  revealed  ' 
in  his  word  ;  otherwife  the  jealoufy  of  God  will  vifit  them  both  ip 
the  way  of  judgment :  For  as  obedience  entaib  a  blefTlng,  fo  difobedi*  ' 
cm%  entails  a  curie  on  pofterity  ^  Exod.  xxxiv.  14,  For  thou  Ihak 
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Iirorlkip  no  otbergod;  for  the  Lord^  whofe  name  is  JeaIoas>  k  a  jea- 
lous God. 

Of  tin  third  Cwimandment. 

Queft.  53.  "XTKT^^^  '^  ^^^  ^^"^^  commandment  ? 

\\  A  The  third  fommandment  w,  t'TbouJbalt  not  take 
tU  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain  :  for  the  Lira  fvilt  mj .  boid  him 
pnltlefs^  that  tahth  his  name  in  vain.'\ 

Queft.  54.  What  is  required  io  the  third  commandment  ? 
.    A.  The  third  commandment  rtquireth  (he  hoi}  attd  raxTtod.  ufis.^God's 
names i  titles,  attributes ^  ordinancUi  words ^and  work/, 
""QucfK'^jr  Whans'forbiddcn in  the  third  commandqae^t  ? 
A.  The  third'  C(mmandment  forbiddeth  alt  profaning  or  abupng^ofanj 
thing  whereby  God  maheth  hitnf^lf  known* 
<^ff "  5&" What  Is  the  reafoa  annexed  ,to  the  third  cx)mmand- 
,  ^  mcnt  ?      ^  ". 

y  A.  The  reafon  annexid  to  the  third  commandment  is,  that  however  the 

hrealers  f  this  commandment  may  efcape  puntfbment  from  men,  yet  the 
Lord  our  God  will  notfuffer  them  to  efcape  his  righteous  jisig^tupU. 

Q.  i.'How  doth  thb  commandment  differ  from  the  fir^  and  fe- 
COno? 

A*  The  firft  hath  refpeA  to  the  objeA  of  worihip,  forbidding  us 

to  worfliip  anj  other  but  God.    The  fccond  refpeos  the  means  of 

Worflup,  forbidding  us  to  worihip  G9d  by  any  other  means  than  what 

hrKath  prcrcribcd.    ?ut  the  third  refpcfts  the  manner  of  his  wor- 

1      diip»  forbidding  all  carelefsi  or  profane  ufe  of  his  name,  and  com- 

\      rnanding  an  holy  reverence  from  us  in  all  our  folemn  addrcflcs  to 

him,  or  ordinary  mentioi;i  of  his  name.     Mai.  i.  6«  A  fon  honoureth 

his  father,  and  a  fer^nt  his  mailer:  If  then  I  be  a  (atherj  where  is 

ipine  honour?  and  if  I  be  a  mafter,  where  is  my  fqar!  &ith  the  Lord 

of  hofts  unto  you,  O  priefls,  that  defpife  my  name :  And  ye  fa/i 

Wherein  have  we  defpifed  thy  name  ? 

^Q^^.  What  is  the  firft  ihinj;  elpecially  required  in  the  third  com- 

.,    mandment  \      " 

-  V,    A,  It  requires  the  moft  awfyl  and  reverential  frame  of.  our  hearts 

^     !n  all  our  approaches  to  God  i  Pfalm  Ixxxix.  7.  God  is  greatly  to  be 

feared  in  the  afllrmbly  of  the  faints  \  and  to  be  had  in  reverence  of  all 

them  that  are  about  him.     And  in  his  worfhip;  Johniy.  24.  God  is 

,]  a  Spirit  \  and  they  that  worfhip  him  muft  worihip  him  in  ipirlt  and 

;   in  truth. 

(^3«   What  is  the  fecond  thing  required  in  this  co/nojandment  ? 

A.  It  requires  truth  in  our  witnefs-bearing,  as  knowing  God  feetb 

our  hearts,  and  is  witnefs  to  all  that  we  think  or  ipeak^.Zech  v.  4* 

'    1  win  bring  it  forth,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts,  and  it  iftiall  enter  into 

the  hpufe  of  the  thief,  and  into  the  houfe  of  him  that  fwearetb  falfe- 

ly  by  my  name,  &c. 

Q.  4*  What  is  the  tl^ird  thing  required  in  this  commandment  \ 
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jt.  That  in  all  pur  appeals  to  God  in  fccret,  or  dpubtfi|l  is^fn^  f*' 
Wc  be  furc  that  the  appeal  be  neceflary^  ^wfuU  ai»d  fruej  Jer,  xvii.  > 
i6'.'~As  for  me,  I  have  not  hiftened  from  being  a  paftor  to  foUoir 
thee,  neither  have  I  defired  the  woful  day,  thou  knoweft :  that 
which  came  out  of  my  lips  was  right  before  thee*    Pfalm  cxxxix.  23,  ,^ 
24.  Search  mc,  O  God,  and  know  my  heart :  try  me,  and  knovr  mj  ] 
thoughts.    Aoid  fee  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me }  and  lead  me 
in  the  way  everlafting. 

(^  5.  What  doth  this  commandment  efpecially  forbid  ?  . 

jf.  It  forbTdTand  condemns  all  profane  oaths,  as  mod  injurious  to  I 
the  naffig  of  God,  Matth.  ▼.  34,  37. — iSwear  not  at  all,  neither  by/ 
heaTen,  foFilts  God*s  throne,  &c.     But  let  your  communicatioo  be. 
Yea,  yea  ^  Nay,  nay :  for  whatfoever  is  more  than  thefe,  cometh  of 
evil. 

0^6.  "What  is  the  dang(?r  of  profane  or  fal(c  fwearing  ? 

J.  Such  are  reckoned  enemies  to  God,^  Pfalm  cxxxix.  20.  Thine 
enemies  take  tliy  name  in  vain.  The  curie  of  God  enters  into  fuch  |. 
families.  Zcch.  v.  4.  I  will  bring  it  forth,  faith  the  Xord  of  liotta, 
and  itlhall  enter  into  the  houfe  of  the  thief,  and  into  the  houfe  of 
him  that  fweareth  falfely  by  my  name,  &c.  And  the  Lord  will  not 
hold  them  guiklefs. 

0^7.  What  clfe  is  forbidden  in  this  commandment  ? 

A.  It  forbids  pnd  condemns  all  heedlefs,  wandering,  and  drowfy  { 
performance  of  God*s  worfhip  j  Ifa.  xxix.  13,  14.  Wherefore  the  , 
LoriT  Jald,  Forafmuch  as  this  people  draw  near  me  with  their  mouths9 
and  with  their  lips  do  honour  me,  but  have  removed  their  heart  far 
from  me,  and  their  fear  towards  me  is  taught  by  the  precept  of  men  : 
Therefore,  behold  I  will  proceed  to  do' a  marvellous  work  among  this 
people,  even  a  marvellous  work,  and  a  wonder ;  for  the  wifdom  of 
their  wife  men  (hall  peri(h|  and  the  imderdandlng  of  their  prudent 
men  (hall  be  hid.  And  2  Kings  x.  31.  But  Jehu  took  no  heed  to 
walk  in  the  law  of  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  with  all  his  heart :  for  he 
departed  not  from  the  fins  of  Jeroboam,  which  made  Ifrael  to  fin. 

0^8.  What  other  fin  is  forbidden  in  this  command  ? 

i^.  It  forbrds  all  li^ht  and  irreverent  uft  of  the  fcriptures,  efpecial-  ! 
ly  in  our  jefts,  or  by  way  of  fcofiing  ;  Jer.  xvii.  15.  Behold,  they  fay  i 
unto  me.  Wherein  the  word  of  the  Lord  ?  Let  it  come  now.  Jer. 
vi.  10. — Behold,  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  unto  them  a  rq>roach  i  thej 
have  no  delight  in  it. 

0^9.  By  what_argument  doth  God  enforce  the  third  command-  f 
ment  on_  men  ?  ,1 

A.  That  the  breakers  of  this  commandment  {hall  furely  be  puniflb*  ' 
ed  bjr  the'T#ordi,either  in  this  life,  Deut.  xxyiii.  58,  59.  If  thou  wilt' 
nut  obferve  to  do  all  the  words  of  this  law,  that  are  written  in  this 
book,  that  thou  mayed  fear  th'is  glorious  and  fearful  name,  the  Lord 
thy  God  :  Then  the  Lord  will  make  thy  plagues  wonderful,  and  the 
plagues  of  thy  feed,  even  great  plagues,  and  of  long  continuance,  and 
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^  ibre  ficknefi)  and  of  long  eontinoance :  Or  in  that  to  come^  Rom.  lu 
^     5.*  But  after  thy  hardocfs  and  impcnitcnr  heart,  trcafureft  up  unto 
thyfelf  wrath  againft  the  day  of  wrath,  and  revelation  of  the  righteous 
•  -  judgment  of  God:  Eteept  they  repent  and  reform* 

(^  10*  What  is  the  firft  inftruflion  from  the  third  command- 
ment f 

A.  That  great  and  infinite  is  the  patience  of  God  in  forbearing 
*f  and  provoking  ilnners  (b  long  as  he  doth  *,  Rom.  ix.  22.  What  if 
'   God,  willing  to  (hew  his  wrath,  and  to  make  his  power  known,  en- 
dured with  much  long-fuffering  the  vefleb  of  wrath  fitted  to  deftruo- 
tion? 
<    O.  II-  What  is  the  fecond  inftruAion  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  God  is  to  be  juftiBed  in  the  fevereft  of  his  judgments,  by 
rhich  at  any  time  he  manifelts  his  difpleafure  againd  the  profanenefs 
oflhc  world ;  Hofea  iv.  i,  2,  '3I  Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ye  chil- 
dren of  Ifrael :  For  the  Loi^  hath  a  controverfy  with  the  inhabitants 
of  the  land,  becaufc  there  is  no  truth,  nor  mercy,  nor  knowledge  of 
God  in  the  land.     By  fwearing,  and  lying,  and  killing,  and  ftealiog, 
and  committing  adultery,  they  break  out,  and  blood  toucbeth  blood* 
Therefore  (hall  the  land  mourn,  and  every  one  that  dwcUeth  therein 
fliall  languiOi,  with  the  beads  of  the  field,  and  with  the  fowk  of  hea- 
Ten,  yea,  the  filhes  of  the  Tea  alfo  fliall  be  taken  away. 
j^     0^2.  What  is  the  third  inftruftlon  from  hence  i 
\       ^TThat  God  takes  fpccial  notice  of,  and  greatly  delichtcth  in  them 
;  that  fear  and  reverence  his  name ;  Ifa.  Ixvi.  5.  Hear  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  ye  that  tremble  at  his  word :  Your  brethren  that  hated  you, 
that  caft  you  out  for  my  name's  fake,  faid.  Let  the  Lord  be  glorinei ; 
but  he  (hall  appear  to  your  joy,  and  they  fliall  be  afhamed.     Mai.  iii. 
l(S. —  ^nd  a  book  of  remembrance  was  written  before  him,  for  them 
that  feared  the  Loi^d,and  that  thought  upon  his  name* 
f  •     (^13.  What  is  the  laft  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  thofe  parents  have  much  to  anfwcr  for,  that  by  their  ex- 

'    amples  teach|  or  by  their  negligence  encourage  their  children  to  pro- 

I  fane  God*s  name  ;  Jer.  v.  7.  How  fliall  I  p;\rdon  thee  for  this  ?  Thy 

children  have  forfaken  me,  and  fwom  by  them  that  are  00  gods,  &c 

Cfthi  SMatb. 

Queft.  57.  TTT THIGH  is  the  fourth  commandment  ?    .         ^ 
W     A.  The  fourth  commandment  is,  [Renumber  the 
^  BahheUh^y^  to  keep  it  holy.     Six  days  Jbalt  thou  labour  and  do  all  thy 

Vfork  :  but  the  feventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy  God  ;  ifl  it  thou 
,  Jbalt  Plot  do  any  work,  thou,  nor  thy /on,  nor  thy  daughter,  thj  man^fervant, 
.     ncr  thy  maidfervant,  mr  thy  cattle,  nor  thejlranger  which  is  within  thy 

gates.  For  infix  days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and  earth,  thefea,  andallthat 
.^  w  them  is,  and  rejled  the  feventh  day,  wherefore  the  Lord  blejfed  the  Sab^ 
\     bath^day,  and  hallowed  //.] 

0^58.  What  b  reijuired  in  the  fourth  commandment  ? 
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A.  Tiefiurtb  commandnnni  requireth  the  ttaping  holy  fp  God,  fuck 
fttiimeasbebathapp^ntedinhisvford^  e^reftlfcm  vM^  doj  infrOenf 
to  be  an  holy  Sabbath  unto  the  Lord. 

Qws&.  59.  Which  day  of  thefeven  hath  God  appphltud  to  be 
the  weekly  Sabtetb  ? 

A.  Prom  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  the  refurreffiott  of  Chri/^ 
God  appointed  the  fiventh  day  of  the  week  to  be  the  yieekly  Sabbath  / 
and  the  jirfl  day  of  the  m^eel  over  ftnce^  to  continue  to  the.eod  of  the 
VforJdf  naohicb  is  the  Chri/Han  Sabhath.  '  ' 

(^  I .  What  rpecial  marks  of  honour  hath  God  fet  npoa  thb  foartb    \ 
commandment?  k 

if.  God  hath  fet  four  peculiar  marks  of  honour  oh  it.  V 

(i.)  tt  IS  the  larseft  of  all  the  commands. 

(2.)  It  hath  a  (blemn  memento  prci^cd  to  it. 

(3.)  It  ist  deTTvered  ^tH  pofltsvely  and  negatively^  which  the  reft 
arc  not,     AhcTT  \ 

(4.)  It  18  enforced  with  more  argupents  to  ftrengthetl  ,tbe  com* 
mand  on^us^itEan-any-othcr. 

0^2^,  Why  will  God  have  a  Sabbath  on  earth  ? 

A»  God  wlir  have  a  Sabbath  on  earth,  to  give  us  therein  an  em* 
blem  of  t&at  eternal  Sabbath  in  heaveii|l  wherein  his  people  fliall  bt 
fcMdg-him,  and  praiBng  Km  without  in  mixturje  of 

any  other  "bufincft^hrou^houtct^  Hcb.  iv.  9.  There  remafai** 

eth  therefere  a  reft  to  the  people  of  God. 

Q.  3*  For  what  other  reafons  will  God  have  a  Sabbath  ? 

ji.  He  will  have  a  Sabbath  for  the  honour  of  his  n.ame,  ffa.  Iviii* 
13.  If  tboii  turn  away'  thy  foot  £rom  the  Sabbaith,  from  doing  thy 
pleafure  on  my  holy  day»  and  call  the  Sabbath  a  delight,  the  holy 
of  the  Lord,  honourable,  and  fliak  honour  him,  not  doing  thine  own 
ways,  nor  finding  thine  own  pleafure,  nor  fpeaking  thme  own  words. 
For  the  good  of  men's  fouls ;  Mark  ii  27  And  he  faid  nnto  them^ 
The  Sabbath  was  mad<:for  man,  and  not  man  for  the  Sabbath.  And 
in  mercy  to  the  bodies  of  men  and  beads.  •  ^  ^ 

0^4*  Is  this  comtnandment  moral  and  perpetual,  01^  ceremonial  f 
and  temporary  ?  | 

'J.  It  is,  and  muft  needs  be  moral,  and  not  ceremonial  |  becaufe  all  \ 
the  rcafonsjtliS  enforce  It  are  pe^^         tntf  the' Sabbath  continued  y 
when  the  cecemonial  law  ceafed,  and  was  vaniihedj  Mattb*  xxiv.  ao. 
But  pray  ye,  that  your  flight  be  not  in  the  winter,  neither  on  tlie 
Sabbath-day. 

0.5.  What  day  of  the  fcven  b  the  Chriftian  Sabbath  ?  y 

a]  The  firft  d^  of  the  week  is  our  Sabbath,  fince  the  refurreftion  ; 
of  Chrift.    'This  IS  the  day  which  was  foretold  to  be  our  Sabbath  \  ^ 
Pfahn  cxviii.  24.  This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made  ^  we 
^U  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it.    The  Lgrd  bath  marked  it  for  hi«nfelf^. 
by  felting  his  own  namej:>n  it  \  Rev.  i.  10.  !  was  in  the  Spirit  on  the  ^> 
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Lord's  daf.    And  the  apoAIes  and  primitive  church  conftantty  fet  it 
apart  to  reli^ous'^ufes  and  ends;  Adbs  zx.  7.  And  upon  tlie  firft 
day  oFthe  week,  when  the  difcipies  came  together  to  break  bread, 
'  Paul  preached  unto  them,  &c.     i  Cor.  xvi.  a.  Upon  the  firft  day  of 
the  week,  let  ^very  one  of  you  lay  by  him  in  ftore,  as  God  hath  prof 
pered  him,  that  there  be.no  gatherings  when  I  come. 
\      QJS.  When  doth  the  Chriftian  Sabbath  begin  ? 
1^'      A*  It  appears  that  thb  day  is  not  to  be  reckoned  from  evening  to 
I    eyeningi  but  from  morning  to  morning  j  becaufe  the  Chriftian  Sab- 
bith  muii  be^in  when  the  Jewiih  Sabbath  ended,  but  that  ended  to- 
^k^jbcjQflniiAg*  Matth.  xxviii.  i .  In  the  end  of  the  Sabbath,  as  it 
began  to  davn  towards  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  came  Mary  Mag- 
dalen»  and  the  other  Mary,  to  fee  the  fepulchre. 
(^7.  What  Is  the  ground  of  changingjthe  day  i 
A.  The  (olemn  commemoration  bi  our  redemption  by  therefiir- 
I    reAion  of  Chrift  from  the  dead,  is  the  ground  of  trarinatitigffiFSab- 
I    bath  from  the  feventh  to  the  firft  day  of  the  week  ^'Tfalm  cxviil.  24. 
/    This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made;  we  will  rejoice  snd  be 
glad  in  it.    Mark  xvi.  9.  Now  when  Jefus  was  rifen  early  the  firft 
day  of  the  week|  he  appeared  firft  to  Mary  Magdalen,  out  of  whom 
he  had  caft  (even  devils. 
;^    0^8.  Is  it  the  whole  dayi  or  only,  fome  hours  of  the  day,  that  are 
'  let  apvt  6jr<Jod  ?  . 

A.  Noj.a^rt^  hut.thc,wbplc.  djij  is  the.  lord's  1  and  it  is  as  dan- 

S<g^Hff  to  halve  it  with  Hnd  11^  pnir^r  pf  ffmi^,  ag  jf  was  Rm-  Ananias  and 
apphira  to^halvc  their  dedicated  goods^  and  brin^inj>ut  apart 
'    incmEortE'aT thou  keep  holy  the  oabtxith-day,  is  the  command 

0^9.  Is  there  any  other  day  holy  befides  this  day  i  1 

I        A.  No  day  but fhis  is  holy  by  mftitution  of  the  Lord  jjret  days  of ' 

I    humiliation  and  tbankigiving  may  be  lawfully  X^t  apart  byjagn^on  a 

\    call  of  providence ;  Ibut  popim  holidays  are  not  warrantable,  nor  to  btf 

ohfcrved  \  Gal«  iv.  10.   le  obierve  days,  and  months,  and  times,  ani| 

years,  \ 

(^10.  But  feeing  every  day  fliould  be  a  Sabbath  to  a  Chrifti>Of 

what  needs  any  other  ftt  time  f  ^ 

A.  Though  Chriftians  muft  walk  every  day  with  Gqd,^yct  cycrf 
day  cannot  DC  a  SaBbath^  becaule  God  ^alls  us  to  oth^rlduti^.  ^'^ 
thole  dayS)  btit  will  have  this  to  be  a  folemn  and  endre  ^day  ta 
faimfelf. 

'"Q^ii;  Bnt  if  a  man  fcruple  the  change  of  the  Sabbath,  may  bf 
not  keep  both  days  wccHy  ?  ! 

All^o\  for  then,  by  doiag  naore  than  God  requircsj  he.brcabl 
plain  comtnand.  Six  days  Ihalt  thou  labour. 

^  12.  At  what  time  ffiould  Chriftians  be  up,  and  at  their  dutid 
on  the  Lord's  day  ? 

A*  As  early  ih  the  morning  as  their  ftrength  will  pennitf  to  prti 
pare  by  private  for  public  duties  \  yet  the  public  arc  not  to  be  cm 
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troiclied  on  \fj  private  dutiesj^  Afte  z.  33.  Now  therefore  are  we  all 
hot  present  before  God^  to  hear  all  things  that  are  commanded  thee 
of  God. 

Cfthe  SabiM. 

Qucft.  60.   T  TOW  isthc  Sabbath  to  bcJaniUficd  > 

JLX  ^*  ^^  Sabbath  is  to  irjanflified  by  an  holy  refttng  \ 

oUthat  daji  even  from  fuctTworlSJfem^^^           an^  recreations,  as  are  \ 

[gyfl^  other  ^ays^  and  f^endin^  the  whole  time  in  the  public  and  private  \ 

txercifesif  ^o^s  Horjbip^  except  Jo  much  as  is  to  be  taken  up  in  the  %oorks  \ 

9/  necellSfandrmercy.  \ 

QToi.  ^hiTarc  the  fins  forbidden  in  the  fourth  command*  ! 

mcntf              -w.  -  -                   -                                    .      - .  j 

A.  Thefiwrth  commandment  Jorbidddh  the  omiffion  or  carekfs  per*    '\ 
firmance  WTf^e  duties  required^  and  the  profaning  the  day  by  idtenejs^ 
mr'dmng  thainvhidjjs  itkJtf^lfS^^U  ^  h  ^^^^^Jf^n  ^houghts^  nvords, 
^  toorks^  gbmt.  our.  jmorUly^ewip,bymenU.  or  recreations.  » 

Q:  62.  What  are  the  reafons  annexed  to  the  fourth  command-  Q 
mm  i  -  — 

A.  The  reafirn  annexed  to  the  fourth  commandment  are^  God^s  aU 
bmng  us  fx  days  of  the  week  for  our  own  employment ^  bis  challenge 
ifg  djpeaal  prc^ietytn  thejeyehth^hls  own  example^  and  ill  Mjff* 
b^kHoj* 


wgJheA 


_     What  is  the  reft  which  Gfod  r^qqires  on  the  Sabbath  ? 

^rit  is  not  a  ihere  natural  or  civil^  but  an  holf  reft,  refombling  \ 
thereftlfTEHvenXwhereinthe  mipd  is  mofta£Uve  and  buij  in  the 
woyprCoJ^' though  the  body  be  at  reft»  and  the  ipirit  not  wearied 
vREH^ork  i  Rev.  iv.  &•  and  the  four  beafts  had  each  of  them  fix 
TOp  about  him,  and  they  were  foil  of  eyes  within,  and  they  reft 
not  day  and  night,  faying.  Holy,  holy,  holy.  Lord  God  ,almighty, 
which  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come. 

Q;.  2.  May  not  any  works  of  our  ciyil  calling  be  ordinarily  done  on  ^ 
thatlay? 

A.  No  ?  It  is  finfal  to  put  our  hands  ordinarily  to  our  callings  on 
that  day,  and  God ufiially  punifties it.  Neh.  xiii.  IC|  16, 17,  i8.    In  '^ 
fl^dayslawTui  Judahfome  treading  wine-prefl[es  on  the  Sabbath^ 
and  brinpng  up  flieaves,  and  lading  a&s,  as  alfo  wine-grapes,  and 
figs,  and  all  manner  of  burdens  which  they  brought  into  Jerufalem  on 
the  Sabbath*day }  and  I  teftified  againft  them  in  the  day  wherein  they 
fold  viAuals.    There  dwelt  men  of  Tyre  alfo  therein,  whicb  brought 
filb,  and  all  manner  of  warcj  and  fold  on  the  Sabbath,  unto  the  cfail-  . 
<htn  of  Judahy  and  in  Jerufalem.    Then  I  contended  with  the  no- 
^8.5CJndaht  and  laid  unto  them,  Wh^t  evil  thing  is  this  that  ye 
<lo,  and  profane  the  Sabbath-dav  ?  Did  not  your  Others  thus,  and 
<iid  not  our  God  bring  all  this  evil  upon  us,  and  upon  this  city  ?  Yet  . 
je  bring  more  wrath  upon  Iftacl  by  profi^rng  the  Sabbath. 

(^  3*  May  we  not  rcfrelh  our  bodies  by  recreations^  or  our  minds' 
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bjr  tboog^  of  quthly  bofiixf (sj.  or  difcQurfeSj  m  that  day  i 

A.  Recreations  of  the  body,  wW^^  other. .diffSA.  }i« 

finfbl  on  thlsjJav  ;"^and^ll  the  recreations  of  the  mind  allowed  oo  ^is 
/  dayX^rc  (pint ual  and  heavcfl^^  I3»  X4»  If  thou  turn  away 

thy  foot  jFrotn  the  Sabbath,  IrbiD  doing  thy  pleafure  on  my  holy  da^, 
and  call  the  Sabbath  a  delight,  the  holy  of  the  Lord,  honourable, 
.  tod  (halt  honour  him,  not  doing  thu^  own  ways,  nor  finding  thine 
own  plealure,  nor  fpeaking  thine  own  words;  then  (halt  thou  delight 
.thyfelf  in  the  Lord,  and  I  will  caufe  thee  to  ride  upon  the  high  places 
of  the  earth,  and  feed  thee  with  the  heritage  of  Jacob  thy  father^  for 
the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  it* 
^ ,    Qj^  4.  What  works  may  lawfully  be  done  on  that  jday  ? 

A.  Chrift's  example  warrants  works  of  neccffity,  and  works  of 
ipcrcy^JbmTip*  other  i  Matth.  xiU  3,  4.  But  Tie  laid  unto  them,  have 
'  je  not  read  what  David  did,  when  he  was  an  hunmd,  and  they  that 
were  with  him,  How  he  entered  into  the  houfe  or  God,  and  did  eat 
the  (hew-bread,  which  was  not  lawful  for  him  to  eat,  neither  for  them 
that  were,  with  him,  but  only  for  the  priefts.  And  ver.  7.  But  if  yc 
had  known  what  this  meaneth,  I  will  have  mercy,  and  not  (acri« 
fice,  &c. 
/        Q.  5 .  What  are  the  holy  duties  of  the  Sabbath  ? 

A   The  public  worihip  of  God  j  in  reading,  and  liearing  the  word 

/    prricbed.  ITa.  lxvi/23.  And  It  (hall  come  pa(i,  tfiatfrom  one  new 

moon  to  another,  and  from  oae  Sabbath  to  another^  (hall  all  ^flefh 

come  to  wor(hip  before  me,  faith  the  Lord,  Luke  iv.  i5,      ■  *And  as 

his  cuftom  was*  he  went  into  the  fynagogue  on  the  Sabbath-day,  and 

fiood  for  to  read.  And  prayer ;  AAs  xvi.  13,  14.     And  oa  the  Sath 

bath-day  we  went  out  of  the  city  by  a  river  fide,  where  prayer  was 

wont  to  be  made,  &c.  And  receiving  the  Sacrament ;  A£b  'XX.  7. 

And  upon  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  when  the  difciples  came  together 

to  break  bread,  Paul  preached,  &c. 

V       Q^  6.  Are  private  duties  In  pinr  families  requiredj^  a§  well  as^ublic, 

J     on  the  Sabbath  ? 

j         jy^«*s ;  *t  is  not  enough  to  fanjtify.  the  Sabbath  in  public  ordin- 

j    ances,  but  God  requires  it  to  be  fan^ified  in  family   and  private  du- 

j    ticsX  Levrxxui.  3     ■     But  the  feventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of  reft, 

an  holy  convocation;  ye  (hall  do  no  work  therein :  it  is  the  Sabbath 

ot  the  Lord  in  all  your  dwellings. 

Q^  7    ^  ith  what  frame  of  Spirit  are  all  Sabbath  duties,  botb  pub* 
*:    lie  and  private,  to  be  performed  ? 

:'       A,  They  are  to  be  performed  with  (jpiritual  delight  j.  Ha,  Iviii.  13. 

;    If  thi^u  turn  away  thy  foot  from  the  Sabbath,  from  dain^  thy  plea* 

iiire  on  my  holy  day,  and  call  the  Sabbath  a  delight,  &c.     Aod  all 

grudging  at,  and  wearinefs  of  fpiritual  exercifes,  is  a  fin  forbtddjen; 

;,  fi  Mai.  113.     Te  faid  aUb,  behold  what  a  wearinefs  is  it,  and  ye  have 

';  "^  {buffed  at  it,  faith  the  Lord  of  ho(l%  and  ye  brought  that  which  was 

'  torfl)  ai^  the  laoic^  and  the  iick  \  ttms  ye  brought  an  oferiogj:  fiumld 
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I  accept  this  of  jour  band  ?  faith  the  Lord.    Amos  viii.  5.  Whe^  ^ 
will  the  new  moon  be  gone>  that  we  may  lell  corn  ?  and  the  Sabbath^ 
that  we  may  fet  forth  wheat  ?  &c. 

Q.  8.  What  is  the  firft  reafon  annexed  to  this  command  ?  (-^ 

A.  The  firfTfealon  is  the Tufficient,  and  large  allowance  of  time  I 
God  hathgiven^  lis  (or  our  civil  calllngSi  and  earthljr  builnefs._  Six  v^ 
dajsln  the"  weelTis  a  large  jiTlowance. 

Q.  9.  What  is  ^he  fecond  reafon  annexed  to  this  fourth  com- 
mand^ 

A.  The  fecond  reafon  is  ,GQd!sXajCl£tifyiQg  and  feparating  this  day   \ 
by  a  (pedal  command  and  inftitution  for  his  feryice  \  fo  that  to  pro* 
fene  tlus  tim^^Ts  to  fin  againfl  an  exprefs  divine  command  ? 

Q.  10.  What  is  the  third  reafon  annexed  to  this  command  ? 

A*  The  third  rcafbn  is  God's  own  example,  who  refted  the  feventh    ' 
day  from  all  his  wbri:sVan3~Blefied  this  dajj  by  virtue  of  which  bleflt 
ing  we  arc  encoutaged  to  fanftify  it.  J 

<^  1 1.  Is  it  not  enough  to  fanflify  this  day  in  our  own  perfons  ? 

A.  No;  iTGodliath  gut  any  under  our  authority,  their  profaning  • 
theSabl)ath  will  become  ourlin,  though  w^  be  never  fo  firiA  in  the  | 
oWa^sffiM  ofjt  purfelves.     '^  ! 

C^  12^  May  we  continue  our  civil  employment  to  the  laft  inQment   !, 
of  our  common  time?  ] 

^.  Except  ncceiSty  or  mercy  urge  us,  we  ought  to  break  off  befi^  \ 
and  aUow  fome.  time  to  prepare  for  the  Sabbath,  Luke  xxiii.  54.  And 
thsniaywas  the  preparation^  and  the  Sabbath  drew  on. 

Q^  13.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  wcTiave  all  great  caufe  to  be  humbled  for  our  Sabbath 
tranfgrelSons,  either  in  oiir  impreparednefs  for  it,  our  want  of  d^  'j 
l%ht  smdjpjntuallty  in  it^or.thcjdue  government  of  our  families  as   ) 
Godreguires* 

(JC14.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  from  hence  ? 

A*  That  Chrfftians  on  the  Sabbath-day  have  a  lair  occafion 
ai|d  help  to  realize  to  thcmfclves  the  he^^y^nly  ftate,  in  which  they 
arc^ToJivc  ahftraft  frpoi  the  world,  and  God  is  to  be  all  in  all  to 
them* 

Of  thi  fifth  Commandment •  • 

QQe&«63.  "WTTTHICH  is  the  fifth  commandment  ? 

W  A.  The  fifth  commandment  is,  iHomur  tiyfit^ 
tier  and  thy  mother ,  that  thy  days  maybe  long  in  the  land  which  the  Isord 
thy  God jnveth  thee}] 

Qneft.  64.  What  is  required  in  the  fifth  commandment  ? 

A.  The  fifth  commandment  requireth  the  preferving  the  honour ,  andpei^ 
fifmng  the  duties  heiongmg  to  every  ofiein  their feveral  places  and  relations^ 
tufi^iorSf  inferi&rsy  or  equals. 

Qucft.  65.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  fifth  commandment? 

A.  The  fifth  commandment  foriiddeth  the  neglecting  of^  or  doing  <my 
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^fmgagmnfi  the  bemuranddutj  nvhicb  bebngeth  to  evetj  em  in  their Jewrd 
jfiaces  and  relations. 

Queft.  66.  What  is  the  reafon  annexed  to  the,  fifth  commaDd- 
ment? 

'  A.  Tieteq/on  annexed fothjlfibammandmentisj  a  fromi/i^lpfig life 
mnd profperity  (as faros  iifballfervefor  Qottsghry  and  their  ntm  good) 
$0  e^fuch  as  keep  this  commandment, 

^    Q7"i .  What  relatives  are  direiO^  and  more  efpecially  concerned  in 
I  lihu  fifth  commandment  ? 

A'  All  fupjcriors  and  inferiors  are  concerned  in  it ;.  ^fpeciaUjf  (i.) 
Political  Others  and  their  children  \  that  is,  kings  and  fubjedb  \  Mark 
zi.  ID.  Bleflied  be  the  kingdom  of  our  father  Davidi  &c.  (a.)  Spirit- 
/  ual  fathers,  and  their  children  \  that  is,  miniftert,  and  their  people ; 
iXdivlv-  15*  For  though  you  have  ten  thoufand  inftruAors  in  Cbrifti 
yet  have  ye  not  many  fathers,  for  in  Chrifi  Jefus  I  have  begotten  yoa 
through  the  gofpel.  (3.)  Natural  parents,  and  their  children;  Eph. 
VL  I.  Children,  obey  your  parents  in  the  Lordi  (4.)  All  civil  fuperion 
and  inferiors,  as  hufbands  and  wives,  mafters  and  fervants ;  Eph.  v. 
as*  Wives,  fttbmityourfelves  unto  your  hufbands,  as  unto  the  Lord. 
And  Eph.  vi.  5.  Servants  be  obedient  to  them  that  are  your  mafters, 
according  to  the  fleflii  &c, 

Q^  ^.  What  is  the  duty  of  political  fathers,  or  magiflrates,  to  their 
political  children,  or  fubjeOs? 

A*  It  is  to  rule  and  govern  the  people  over  whom  God  hath  fct 
them  with  wifdom;  2  Chron.  i.  10.  Give  me  now  wifdomand  know- 
kdge,  that  I  may  go  out  and  come  in  before  this  people.  Jaftice  \ 
2  Chron.  xix*  5, 6,  7.  And  he  fets  judges  in  the  hnd,  throughout  all 
^  the  fenced  cities  of  Judah,  city  by  city.  And  he  faid  to  the  judges^ 
take  heed  what  ye  do ;  for  ye  judge  not  for  man,  but  for  the  Lord, 
who  is  with  you  in  the  judgment.  '  Wherefore  now,  let  the  fear  of 
'  the  Lord  be  upon  you,  take  heed,,  and  do  it,'  &c.  And  piety ;  2  Sam. 
zxiii*,  3.  He  that  ruleth  over  men  muft  be  juft,  ruling  in  the  fear  of 
God.  Carefully  providing  for  their  fouls  in  every  plaice  of  their  do- 
minion  \  2  Chron.  zvii.  9.  And  they  taught  in  Judah,  and  had  the 
book  of  the  bw  of  the  Lord  with  them,  and  went  about  throughout 
all  the  cities  of  Judab>  and  taught  the  people.  And  for  their  common 
outward  peace  and  fafety  j  2  Chron.  xvii.  12.  And  Jehofhaphat  wax- 
ed great  exceedingly,  and  he  built  in  Judah  caftlesand  cities  of  fiore* 

0^3.  What  are  the  duties  of  fubje^  to  their  rulers  ? 

A,  It  is  to  pray  for  them  ;  i  Tim.  ii.  i,  2.I  exhort  therefore,  that 
firft  of  all  fupplications,  prayers,  interceffions,  and  giving  of  thanks, 
be  made  for  all  men  :  For  king$,  and  for  all  that  are  in  authority,  ^c. 
To  honour  them ;  i  Pct.TI.  17.-^— Fear  God,  honour  the  king.  To 
•bey  their  juft  laws ;  Rom.  xiii.  i.  Let  every  foul  be  fubjeAunto 
the  higher  powers,  &c.  And  to  pay  them  the  tribute  that  is  due  to 
them  ;  Rom.  xiii.  7.  Render  therefore  to  all  their  dues,  tribute  to 
whom  tribute  is  due,  cuftom  to  whom  cuftom,  &c. 
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*  0^4.  What  are  the  duties  of  mhiifters  to  their  people  ? 

A.  Their  duty  i%  (i.)  To  feed  their  flock  coaftaatly  with  whole- 
fbme  food  j  2  Tim.  iv*'  a.  Preach  the  word»  be  inftant  in  feafon^  and 
out  of  feaibn  i  rebake»  reproye»  eshort^  with  all  loDg-fuflEering  and 
doArioe.  (2.)  To  be  full  of  bowels,  of  tender  afie^on  to  mem  | 
1  Thefll  ii.  7»  8.  But  we  were  gentle  among  yon^  eren  as  a  nurle 
cheriflieth  her  children :  So  being  afieftionately  defirotts  of  you,  we 
were  willing  to  hare  Imparted  unto  youy  not  the  gofpel  of  God  only, 
but  alfo  our  own  fouls,  becaufe  ye  were  dear  unto  us.  (3.)  To  pray 
fbrthem^  EpUti.  15,  16.  Wherefore  I  alfo,  after  I  heard  of  your 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jefusi  and  love  unto  all  the  faints^  ceale  not  to 
^ve  thanks  for  you,  nraking  mention  of  you  in  my  prayers.  (4.)  To 
watch  over  them;  i  Pet.  v.  2.  Feed  the  0ock  of  Qod  which  it 
among  you,  taking  the  overfight  thereof,  not  by  conftraint,  but  wil« 
lingly,  &€•  And,  (5.)  To  walk  as  an  example  of  godlinefi  before 
them ;  Tit.  ii.  7«  In  all  things  fliewing  thyfelf  a  pattern  of  good 
works,  &c.  AU  which  duties  require  ^thcir.  refid$;ncc  among  them^  -sa 
I  Pet.  V.  2.  Fee3  t£e  flock  of  (jod  which  is  among  you,  &c 

Q.  5.  What  are  the  people's  duti^  towards  their  minUlers  ? 

A.'  Their  55yTsf  OO  To  eftecm  and  love  thent  dearly  for  their 
work's  fake^;  1  Thefl".  v.  12,  13.  And  we  befeech  you,  brethren^ 
to  Enow  them  which  labour  among  you,  and  are  over  you  in  the 
Lord,  and  admoniOi  you ;  and  to  efteem  them  very  highly  in  love 
for  their  work's  fake.  (2.)  To  attend  on  the  word  preached  bf 
them,  as  the  word  of  God;  i  TheiT.  ii.  13.  For  thb  caufe  alio 
thank  we  God  without  ceafing,  becaufe  yrhtn  ye  received  the  wwd 
of  God,  which  ye  heard  of  us,  ye  received  it  not  as  the  word  of  men^ 
byt  (as  it  b  in  truth)  the  word  of  God.  (3)  To  pray  for  them^ 
and  the  fucceis  of  their  labours ;  Heb.  >xiii.  18.  Pray  for  us,  &c. 
(4 )  Not  to  receive  light  and  malicious  reports  s^ainft  them;  i  Tim» 
V.  19.  Againft  an  elder  receive  not  an  accufation,  but  before  two  or 
three  witnefles.  (5.)  To  make  a  competent  and  comfortable  provi«  . 
fion  for  them ;  Gal.  vi.  6.  Let  him  that  is  taught  in  the  word,  com- 
munkate  unto  him  that  teacheth  in  all  good  things. 

0^6.  What  are  the  duties  of  natural  parents  to  their  children  ?  ^ 

ji.  It  is  their  duty,  (i.]  To  be  tenderly,  but  not  fondly  afiejlion,-  / 
2tetOj|^d  ten4e^.Qver  tliem  ;  Ifa.  xlix.  15.  Can  a  woman  forget  ha  ^  - 
focIung'cHild,  that  (he  (hould  not  have  compaffion  on  the  fon  of  her 

womb^  (^O'^^  ^^"^^^^,  E^??  fof  p^'  ^P^*  ^i- 4*  ^^^  7^  ^ 
diers,  provoke  not  "your  chil<i[r«i  to  wrath,  but  bring  them  up  in  the 
nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.  (3.)  To  r^(lrain  their^fins  by , 
corrcajijn ;  Prov.  xxix.  15.  The  rod  and  reproof  give  wifdom,  but  a  > 
cbird  left  to  himfelf  bringeth  his  mother  to  fhame.  (4.)  To  provide 
h>r  their  livelihood ;  i  Tim.  v.  8.  But  if  any  provide  not  for  his  own, 
*Dd  cTpccialiyTw  thofe  of  his  own  houfc,  he  hath  denied  the  fiiith, 
^i  is  worfe  than  an  inJSdeU  (5.).To^ray,daUy  for  them ;  Job  i.  5. 
And  it  was  fo,  when  the  days  of  their  f  eafting  were  gone  about,  that 

•  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Job  fent  and  fanffified  them,  and  ro(e  up  early  in  the  monii  and  of* 
faed  bornt-oflferings  according  to  the  number  of  them  all;  for  Job 
Aid,  It  veoLj  be  that  my  fons  have  finned,  and  curfed  Odd  in  their 
hearts :  Thus  did  Job  continuallf.  (6.)  To  eiicoorage  them  with 
endearing  language  in  the  \yajr  of  godlincfs  ;T?rovrikxr.  a,  '3.  The 
words  oFldng  Lemuel,  the  prophecy  that  his  mother  taught  hfm. 
What,  my  fon  ?  and  what  the  fbn  of  my  womb  i  and  what  the  foa 
of  my  vows  ?  Give  not  thy  ftrength  unto  women,  nor  thy  ways  to  that 
which  deftroyeth  kings. 

0^7.  What  are  the  duties  of  children  to  parents  ? 

ji.  Their  duty  is,  ^1.)  To  obey  them  only  in  the  Lord  ;  Eph.  vL 
1.  Children,  obey  your  parents  !n  the  Lord,  (a.)  To  reverence  and 
honour  them  *,  Lev.  zix.  3.  Ye  ihall  fear  every  man  his  mother  and 
his  fiither,  &c.  (sO'I'o  fubmit  to  their  reproofs  and  correfiions; 
Heb.  xii.  9.  Furthermore,  we  have  had  fathers  of  our  flefii,  which 
corrected  us,  and  we  gave  them  reverence.  (4.)  To  provide  lor 
Aem,  if  they  be  poor  and  needy,  and  we  have  ability;  Gen.  xlvii. 
12.  And' Jofeph  nourilhed  his  father  and  bis  brethren,  i^d  all  his 
father's  houfhold,  with  bread,  according  to  their  families. 

(^8.  What  fhall  children  do  when  parents  abufe  their  authority, 
by  forbidding  duty,  or  commanding  fin  ? 

A.  In  fnch  cafes  children  are  to  obey  God,  rather  than  their  parents; 
Ads  iv.  19.  But  Peter  and  John^nfwered,  andfaid  unto  them,  whe- 
ther it  be  right  in  the  fight  of  God,  to  hearken  unto  yt>u,  more  than 
unto  God,  judge  ye.  But  yet  to  manage  their  refufals  of  obedience 
with  all  metknefs  and  humility. 

0^9.  What  is  the  firft  duty  of  hufbands  to  their  wives  ? 

A.  The  firft  duty,  on  which  all  other  duties  depend,  is  cohabita* 
V  dim  with  them ;  i  Pet.  iii.  7.  Likewife  ye  hufbands,  dwell  with  them, 
according  to  knowledge,  &c.  And  nothing  can  make  this  duty  void, 
but  a  lawful  divorce  for  adultery;  Matth.  v»  3:,  3a.  But  I  fay  unto 
you.  That  whofoever  fliatl  put  away  his  wife,  Vaviogfcv  the  caufe  of 
fornication,  caufeth  her  to  commit  adultery,  8rc. 

Q.  ID.  What  is  the  htifband's  fecond  duty  to  hb  wife  ? 

jI,  True  and  hearty  love  to  foul  and  body ;  Eph.  v.  25.  Hufbands, 
love  your  wives,  even  as  Chrift  alfo  loved  the  church,  and  gave  him- 
felf  for  it.  Evidencing  itfelf  in  careful  provifion  for  them ;  i  Cor.  vii* 
33.  But  he  that  b  married,  careth  for  the  things  of  the  world,  how  he 
may  pleafe  hb  wife.  But  jeipecially  to  their  foub,  in  winning  t^sp  to 
I  Chrifb^  iQor.  yii.  16.  Qr,  how  knowefl  thou,  Omanj  whether 
^  tbbu  thalr  Jave  tfiy  wife  ?  And  building  them  up  in  Chrift ;  1  Pet. 
81.  7."  LiRcwiic  ye  hiilbands,  dweH  with  them  according  toknow^ 
ledge,  giving  honour  unto  the  wife,  as  unto  the  weaker  vefiel,  and 
as  being  heirs  together  of  the  grace  of  life,  that  your  prayers  he  not 
kindered. 

Q^i  X.  What  are  the  duties  of  wives  to  their  hufbands  ? 

A.  It  is  their  duty,  (i.)  to  be  m  fubjeaion  to  their  owA  hufbaodsi 
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Eph.  V.  22,  234  Wivesi  fubmlt  yoiirfelves  linto  your  own  hufl^ands^ 
as  unto  the  Lord  :  For  the  hufband  Is  the  head  of  the  wifei  even  as 
Chrift  is  the  head  of  the  chiirth.  (2.)  To  reverence  them  ;  £^.  ▼• 
33.  And  the  wife  fee  that  (he  IreverenCe  her  hulband.  (3.)  To  ex- 
prefs  their  reverence  in  fuitable  words  and  a^Hons  1 1  Pet.  iii^  6.  Even 
as  Sarah  obeyed  Abraham,  calling  him  Lord,  tstc.  (4.)  To  be  faith- 
ful to  them  s  Prov.  x%xu  i2.  She  will  do  him  good,  and  not  evil, 
all  the  days  of  her  life,  (c.)  To  ad^m  their  relation  with  meekneis, 
and  quietneis  of  fpirit }  i  ret.  iii.  4.  But  let  it  be  the  hidden  man  of 
the  heart,  in  that  which  k  not  corruptible,  even  the  ornament  of  a 
meek  and  (juiet  fpirit,  which  is  in  the  fight  of  God  of  great  price. 

Q^  i^.  What  are  the  duties  of  fervants  to  their  mafters  f 

A.  It  b  their  duty,  (i.)  Td  be  faithful  in  ell  things  comodtted  to 
their  charge;  Tit.  ii.  lo.  Not  purloining,  but  (hewing  all  goo4 
fidelity,  &c.  (2.)  To  honour  them  in  all  rerpe£tful  words  and 
carriages}  1  Tim.  vi.  1.  Let  as  many  fervants  as  are  uxidef  the yokc^ 
count  their  own  mafters  worthy  of  all  honour,  Is^c.  (5.)  To  bear 
patiently  their  rebukes  (  X  Pet.  ii.  18,  19.  Servants,  be  fubjeft  to 
your  mafters  with  all  fear ;  not  only  to  the  good  and  gentle,  but 
alfo  to  the  froward«  For  thif  is  thank-worthy,  tt  a  man  tor  tonfcienoe 
toward  God  endure  sfief,  fuffering  wrongfully. 

Q^  1 3.  W  hat  is  the  firft  duty  of  mafteft  to  their  fervahts } 

A.  The  firft  duty  i$  to  rule  over  them  with  gentlends,  and  not 
with  terror  and  rigour  1  £ph.  vi.  9.  And  ye  mafters,  do  the  lame  tfain» 
lute  them*  fbrbmriiag  threatening :  Knowing  that  your  Mafter  alio  ^ 
is  in  heaven,  neither  is  there  relpe£^  of  peribns  with  him. 

Q.  14.  What  is  the  lecond  duty  of  mafters  to  their  fervants  ? 

A.  Tq  pay  them  their  wages  ftilly,  and  without  delay »  Deut 
^xiv.  14, 15.  Thou  llbalt  not  opprefs  an  faired  fervant  that  is  poor  and 
needy,  whether.he  be  of  thy  brethren,  or  of  thy  ftrangers  that  are  in 
thy  land  within  thy  gates.  At  hi^  day  thou  (halt  give  him  his  hire» 
i^htr  fluU  the  fun  go  down  upon  it,  for  he  is  poor,  and  ietteth  his 
heart  i^on  it ;  left  he  cry  againft  thee  unto  the  Lord,  and  it  be  fin 
iiQto  thee.  And  to  provide  food  for  them  convenient ;  Prov.  xxvii. 
^7'  And  thou  Ibak  have  goat's-milk  enough  for  thy  food,  for  the 
^  of  thy  houikold,  and  for  maintenance  for  thy  maklens. 

Q;.t|.  What  is  the  third  d«^  of  mafters  to  their  iervants? 

A.  "TSt  third^ indprincipal duty  is,  to  engage  them  as  much  as  in 
t^Jitt,  to  the  wa^s  of  Ood,  and  duties  of  religion^  a5  Abraham  I 
^\  Gen.  xviii.  19.  For  1  know  hin^  that  he  will  comi»and  his  '', 
^Idren,  »d  hit  houfhouki  after  him,  and  they  fhall  keep  the  way  \ 
^  the  UMrd,  Sut.  ~^ And  Tbihua,  Jbfh.  zxiv.  x  5    But  sis  for  xne  and 
fifty  houfe,  we  wiU  fcrve  the  t-ord. 

OftbefiM  Comnumdment*  « 

•^  6^.  Xir  y^llICTf  is  the  fixth  commandment  ? 

Vol.  Vl.^^  ^^Hh  h       a 
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Qti^tStr  68.  What  is  required  in  the  fixth  commandment? 
A»  Snfc  Jixth  commandment  requtreth  all  lawful  endeawwrs  ta  pCifitVi 
cur  own  /§?,  and  the  life  of  others. 
Queft.  6p«  What  is  forbidden  in  thefixtli  cpmrnandmeAti^ 
A.  The  fixth  commandment  forliddeth  the  taking  aivay  of  ottr  own  lifis . 
or  the  life  of  owr  neighbour  unjuffly,  or  whflfoever  tendeth  thereunto. 
, "     Q^  1.  What  is  the  natural  order  of  thefe  commandments  in  the 
Tfccond  tabic.?- 

jt.  In  thiefe  commands  God  begins  with  the  neareft  concern  of 
)  man,  which*  is' life ;  Jfob  li.  4.— Skin"  for  Skin,  yea,*  alt  that  a  roan 
'!hath|  will  he' give  for  his  Ufe.    Next  to  that,  hi^  command  gdards  his 
^.r' neareft  relative,  from  whom  the  BeffoDtward  comfort  is. to  rife,  his 
wife  :  Mark  x.  t.  And  they  twain  fhall  be  one  fleffa,  &c.   After  that 
lus  good  name,  which  b  very  precious  to  him ;  EccU  vii.  i.    A  good 
^jtfamcte  beftfer  than  precious  bmtment.     And  then  his  goods,  which 
liinport  his  life ;  Ifa.  iii.  i.  For  behold,  the  Xj^S^  tht  Lord  of  hofts, 
doth  take"  away  firom  Jerufalem,  and  from  Judah,  the  flay  and  the 
ftaff,  the  whole  ftay  of  bread,  and  .the  whole  ftay  of  water. 
..      (^2*  How  far  doth  this  commsmdinent  extend  itfelf  ? 
\   '    A   \i  prohibits  afl  cruelty^  and  commands  allhelp,  care,  and  [rity, 
!    fo  far  as  men's  hearts  and  hands' can'go,  for  the  relidFittd^prclfervation 
j.  of  others  i  Ffalm  cxix.  96.— But  thy  commandment  is  exceeding 
broad.*  "  ' 

.*     Q^  3.  Doth  this  command  refpeA  only  the  outward  a6Bon,  or  alfo 
the  inward  paffion  of  the  foul  ? 

A.  It  refpeAs  and  bridles  the  Inward  paffion  of  the  foul,  a$  well  as 

y  outward  a^ons}  as  hatred,  i  John  iii.  15.    Whofoevcr  hatethhw 

brother,  is  a  murderer,  &d    And  caufelefi  anger  j    Matth.  y.  a2. 

But  I  fay  unto  you,  that  whofbever  is  angry  with  his  brother  without 

a  cauie,  fhall  be  in  danger  of  the  judgment,  &c. 

Qj^  4.  Doth  this  command  only  refpeA  the  lives  of  others .? 
•    A.  No  J  It  primarily  relpe^ls  our  own  lives,  and  forbids  us  all  thing* 
that  tend  to  the'fhortening  and  ruin  of  them ;    Eph.  v.  "29^   Tor  no 
man  ever  yet  hated  his  own  flefh,  but  nourilheth  and  oherifheth  it| 
even  as  the  Lord  doth  the  church. 

Q.  5  How  many  ways  may  men  fin  againft  this  command^  with 
refpeft  to  their  own  Eves. 

A.  A  man  fineth  againft  his  own  life,  npt  only  bjr  dcftroying  b«n- 
felf,  as  the  jailor  would  have  done ;  A£b  xvi,  27.  And  the  keeper  of 
the  prifon  awaking  outt>f  his  fleep,  and  feeing  the  prifon  doors  open, 
lie  drew  out  his  fword,  and  would  have  kiUed  himfelf»  fuppofing 
that  the  prifoners  had  been  fied ;  but  by  refisfing  fiotod  or  phyfic  to 
prefcrve  life,  or  macerating  our  bodies  with  cxceffivcfwrows ;  2  Cor. 

vii.  10. But  the  forrow  of  the  world  worketh,  death.    Or  envy 

at  otlicrs  felicity  5    Prov.  xiv.  30. — But  envy,  the  rottenncfs  of  the 
bones.  * 

Q,  6.  How  are  men  guilty  of  murder  with  rdpe^  ip  others : 
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A,  Murder^  with  rdpeA  tg  otfaers,  m«j  be  either  |rith  relation  ^ 
to  their  lx)diesiNumt  XXXV.  30.  Whofo  killcth  any  pcWon,  the  | 
tourcicrcr  fhall  be  put  to  death,  &c-    Or  to  their  fouls,  which  b  the  -^ 
mofi heuMiis  murder  in,thc  VOXld  \  Ezck.  iii.  18.  Wfien  I  fay  unto 
tbe  wicked,  thou  itialt  furely  die,  and  thou  giveft  him  not  warnings . 
tioe  fpeakeft  to  warn  the  wicked  from  his  wicked  way  to  fave  his  life  : 
the  fame  wicked  man  ihall  die  in  ]us  iniquity }  but  his  blood  will  I  re* 
qoire  at  thine  hand 

No  5  It  is  not/  if  the  life  of  a  pafon  be  taken  away  in  the  courfc  I 
of  jufficc;  Gen.  ix: "6.  Whofo  (hcddeth  man's  Wood,  by  man  Ihall  \ 
his  blooid  be  flied.  Or,  jn  a  juft  and  ncceffaryirarj  Judges  v.  23.  Curfc 
ye  Mcroz,  (faid  the  angel^the  l!x>fdycurfe  ye  bitterly  the  inhabit- 
ants thereof  5  becaufe  they  came  not  to  the  help  of  the  Lbrd,  to  the 
help  of  the  Lord  againft  the  mighty.    Qr  by  pure  accident  v.Deut.   tr 
iix.  S*  As  when  a  man  goeth  into  the  wood  wltFi  his  neighbour  to 
hew  irood,  and  his  hand  fetcheth  a  ftroke  with  the  ax  to  cut  down 
the  tree,  and  the  head  flippeth  from  the  helve,  and  lighteth  upon  his 
neighbour  that  be  die,  he  (ball  flee  unto  one  of  thofe  cities,  and  live.   ^ 
Or  in  fclf>defence ;  Exod.  xxii.  2.    If  a  thief  be  found  breaking  gp»  ^ 
and  fc  Ertten  that  he  die,  there  (hall  no  blood  be  (bed  for  him. 

Q;^  8.  Is  there  no  other  way  of  breakmg  this  command  i  '     . 

A.  Yes  there  is;  Innocents  may  be  murdered  ,unde^.„th;  forms 
«id  folemniti«~fcthofjy^^^  So  Naboth  was  murder-  ^'^ 

epy  JczcbeT;  TKngs  xxi  la,^  13.  They  proclaimed  a  faft,  and  fet 
^'aboth  on  high  among  the  people.  And  there  came  in  two  men, 
children  of  BcBal,  and  fat  before  him :  And  the  men  of  Belial  witnefl; 
rf  agalnfc  him,  even  againft  Naboth,  ta  the  prefence  of  the  people^ 
'sying,  Naboth  did  bUfpheme  God  and  the  king  Then  they  car- 
"^^  him  htxh  out  of  the  city,  and  ftoned  him  with  ^ones  that  he 
*ied.  And  the  martyrs  by  bloody  Papifts.*  And  this  jftrPQgtpcpves 
!  JayofiuJgiQ^nt  j  Eccl.  iu.  16, 17.  And  moreover,  I  faw  ^ader  the  '^ 
yn  the  place  of  judgment,  that  wickedncfs  lafas  there,  an4  t^c  place  of 
ighteooJGiiels^  that  iniquity  was  there.  I  faid  in  mine  heart,,  God  (hall 
^<*gethc  righteous  and  the  wicked:  For  there  is  a  time  there  for 
^^purpoie,  and  for  every  work^  *; 

0-9.  Arc  ducb  forbidden  in  this  commandment  ?"  *  - 

^'  ^csjui^cy  arcj  lor  whatever  point  of  honour  be  touched,  or  1 
jMtcvw  provocati<m_be  given,  we  are  not  to  be  our  own^ycngers  \  ^ 
^orn.  xTi.  T9/ TJwiyT)f loved,*  avenge  not  ybuift^^  /. 

%^io.  What  ixthi?  feai[ifcrcACciien  '  */     ,  . 

^''  That  wc  haye'great  caufe  tp  ble(s  God  for  his  prote£kmg  law,  *' 
"(i  for  human  laws  |rbunded  upon  his  fa  w*  for  th^jprotcdlion  of  pur  ^ 

'^  >  R.om.'xni.  4.- ^For  he  19  tbc  milnifter  of  God,  a  revenger  to. 

^-cntc  wrath  upon  him  that  doth  eviL 

CL  1 1.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  hence  ? 

^  That  sdl  tHat  aire  guilty  of  this  fin^  have  great  caufe  tp  be  hup-^   >^ 
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Ued  and  afliiAed :  For  it  is  a  crying  fin^  Gen.  iv.  lo.—- «Tbf  voice 
of  thy  brother's  blood  crieth  unto  me  from  the  ground.    Tet  sot  to 
"^dclpabr  of  mercy  upw  true  repcnt^n^c.  ^ManafllbftiCd  Innocent 
bibodi  and  yct^^  2  JBpngs  w-  i6. 

Moreover)  Ma^afl^b  ihed  mno^ent  blooa  very  omcbj  tiU  he  had  filled 
Jeruialem  from  one  end  to  another^  ^Ic. 

Q,  12.  What  bjthe  third  tnfereDce  l^ence  t 
r      A  Let  allmen  vatch  agamft  pride)  paffion,  maHcei  wd  revenge, 
i  the  ^^f  the  hcart|  fronj  which  this  horrid  fin  proceeds-,  Matth.  xv. 
ifl^U).^6x  out  of  the  hes^ft  proceed  evil  thougb^s^  tpurdersy  &c. 

Of  ihi  fe^nth  Qommasulmeat. 
Que(t  70.  "TTIT"^^^  ^  ^^^  icventb  comtnandttient  f 

yy      "  A.   Tffe  Jcvtnth  cmm(fndrft^ftf  is^  ^Thw  Jbali 
mt  commit  a^uiien. 

Queft.  71.  What  is  required  in  the  feyenth  comn^andmoDt  ? 
A.  Thefevtntb  commandtnint  rtjuirptt  the  pre^trvatJQn  ^[our  ovin  ani 
ourntighhuf^s  chtjiiij  in  heart^^eech^  and khaviour. 

Queft  72.  Wnat  is  forbidden  m  the  feventh  commandtQent  ? 
A.  The  fd^ioUh  comniandment  forbiddeth  a,lt  ^n^qft^  ibqughUt  vxrif% 
and  aSions, 
•  Q^  I.  What  is  thp  duty  reouired  in  this  cpmm^pdnicnt  f 

A'.  The  firft  duty  required  In  this  commandment  is,  the  prcfcrra- 
tion  Qf  our  own  chaftity  b  heart,  lip,  and  Hfe  \  i  TheiT  iv.  3, 4«  ^^ 
this  is  the  will  of  God,  even  your  fan^tification,  that  ye  fhould  ablhia 
from  fornication.  That  every  one  of  you  (houM  know  how  to  pofiefs 
his  veflTel  in  fanAification  and  honour.  And  £pb.  iy.  2^,  l^et  do 
corrupt  coiflEin^unica^tion  proceed  put  of  your  nxouth,  j;^c« 
^        (^2.  Wh2_muft  we  j^fjrvc  our  own  chaftity  I 

A  B^caufe  our  bo^es  are,  or  ought  to  be  the  temples  of  thc.holy 

^     Ghoft  i  I  Cor.  vi.  I  <f,  ij^  Know  ye  iaot,  that  yovir  bodies  art  the 

members  ofChrift?    Shall  I'then  ta^ethe  iftembers  ofChrift,aQd 

make  them  the  members  bf  an  hark>t  ?    God  forbid.    What,  kDO«r 

je  not  that  yoor  body  b|  the  tei^pTe  of  the  holy  Ghoft,  which  is  in  you> 

which  ve  have  of  God,  and  ye  are  not  your  own  ?  And  it  is  the  ty 

{■''^  pnft  charge  pf  God  that  thcv  be  Ijept  pure  ,apd  dean  ^  iThcC  i^* 

3,  4^*  ¥or  this  is  the  will  of  God,  even  your  fanftification,  thatyc 

would  abftain  from  fornication-  T^^X  every  one  of  you  (hp^d  know 

how  to  pofiefs  bi^  veflel  in  fanQi^catiq^  and  h^PPvir. 

(^3.  What  isthefecpnd  reafon  ? 

A^  The  ftcond  reafon  is,  bccaufe  of  the  evil  pf  it  to  ourftlvcs :  A«» 
( I.)  It  injures  the  body  j  i  Cor.  vi.  i^.  He  that  comrorttcth  fornicai 
tion^  finnethagaiuft  tus  own  body.  (2.)  It  levels  us  wit^ the  Hea- 
then ^  Eph.  iv.  17, 19.  This  It  Ry  therefore,  and  tcftify  in  the  l^»"Oi 
that  yehenceferth  walk  not  as  other  Gentiles  walk,~whQ  beinp^^ 
fee(ii^,  have  given  themftlves  over  to  lafciyioufncfi,  to  work  all  un 
cleannefswithgreedinefs.  (3.^  DilhonoursQurQamcs}  Prov  vi.  3^ 
33.  But  whpfo  committeth  aaultery  with  a  ^"oman,  %  wound  anc 
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dlOMAWrtkalllie  get,  istc.    (4.)  Scatters  our  eftatesi  ProT.  v.  iq«  0^ 
l^A  tttwgtx^  be  Skd  witU  thy  we^ltb^  and  thy  labours  b^  io  the 
houfeof  i&angers.     (5.)  Deftroyeth  the  foul ;  Prov.  vi.  32.— — <«Uq     '' 
that  doth  it,  deforoyeth  his  own  foul. 

0^4*  W  hat  age  is  moft  incident  to  (his  £0  ?  v. 

J.  Thjc  yoiShtulagc  Is  nnoft  apt  to' J^  drawn  iRtft.tWs  fin  5  Prov*  I 
vii,  7*  Ai^d~behoId  among  t1iel;mpie  one^i  I  difceroed  aoiangthe 
youths,  a  young  man  void  of  underftandiag.    And  z  Tim*  U.  a^* 
Flee  atfo  youthful  lufts,  ^i^c. 

0^5.  Jt^ow  far  doth  this  cotnmand  eatfeod  itfelf  ?  p 

J*  It  extends  itfelf  to  the  hearty  n>ind,,  and  fancy,  as  well.  as.  to  | 
the  body,  aa<;l  external  actions  ;  Matth.  v.  28.  But  I  fay  unto  yoUf 
that  whofoevcr  looketh  on  a  woman,  to  lull  after  her,  bath  commit*. 
ted  adultery  with  her  already  in  his  heart. 

0^6.  W  haJjaeS  ^be  ufual  inducements  to  this  fin  ? 

4'  The  uluallnducements  to  this  fin  are,  ( i.)  Idlenefs  and  fulneft 
of  the  creatures  j  Ezel^.  xvi.  49,  50.  Behold,  this  was  the  iniquity  i>f 
thy  fiiW  Sodom  9  pride,  fulnefs  of  bread,  and  abundance  of  idlenels 
was  in  her,  and  in  her  daughters,  t^c.  (2.)  Wanton  geftures  ;  Ifa.  .  . 
iii*  16.  Moreover,  the  Lord  faith,  Becaufe  the  daugHters  of  Zion  are 
haughty,  and  walk  with  ftretched  fdrth  necks,  and  wanton  eyes» 
walkiiig,  and  mincing  as  they  go,  and  making  a  tinkling  with  their 
feet.  (3.)  Filthy  cpmrniinjcation ;  flph.  v.  4.  Neither  filthinef^  ^^' 
^Dr  {boUm  talking,  nor  jefting,  which  are  not  convenient,  isfc* 

Qj7.  What  is  the  firft  remedy  againft  this  l;n  ? 

>irhc  firft  remedy,  and  the  moft  cffeftual,  is,  to  get  the  Spirit  of 
Qod  within  us,  to  fanAIfy  and  rule  us;  Gal.  v.  i6.-<«*-*\Yalk  in  the 
Spifil,  and  ye  (ball  not  fi|ll|l  the  lufls  of  the  flefli. 

Q^  8.  What  is  the  fecpnd  remedy  ? 

4*  The  keeping  of  a  Ariel  watch  over  the  heart  \  Prov.  iv,  23* 
^eep  thy  heart  wim  all  diligence,  jcc    And^oyer  the  external  fbnfes  f  ! 
Job  xxxi.  I.    I  mad^  9  covenant  with  mine  eyes';  why  then  flioaldl 
think  upon  a  maid? 

Q.  0.  What  is  the  thjrd  remedy  againfi;  it  ? 

^*  I)eep  and  ferious  confideratiqn  of  the  danger  of  thb  fin,  and  ) 
Flgt_Cio<t.riv'^atens  againft  adulterers  j  Heb.  xiii.  4,— ^Whore*  ' 
monger^  and  adulterers  Qo4  will  judge,     i  Cor.  vi,  %  io.-^Be  not 
<)eceived9  neither  fornicators^  nor  idolaters,  nor  adulterers,  nor  eficv 
mioate,^— (hall  inheri^he  kingdom  of  God.     And  how  he  defcribes  \ «., 
them,Proy.  xxXu  I4«  The  mouth  of  a  ftrange  woman  is  a  deep  pit ; 
be  that  is  abhorred  of  the  Lord  (hall  fall  therein, 

Q^  10.  What  is  the  fourth  remedy  againd  it  ? 
.  4:  Prayer ;  Pfalm  cxix.  J7.  Turn  away  mine  eyes  from  heboid* 
ing  vanity,  Sec.     And,  to  evidence  our  fioccrity  in  ptayer,  vrt  muft  • 
ftudy  to  diun  all  otcafions  of  this  fin  ;  Plalm  xviii.  23.  I  was  alfo  up«> 
yight  before  him  ;  and  I  kept  myfelf  from  mine  iniquity. 
.   Q^  1 1,  Wh^t  is  the  firft  inference  firom  hence  i 
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^     J.  Wbat  caafe  thoTe  have  to  bids  Godj  that  have  been  kept  £om 
lihisfiQi.  I  though  the  beft  ^aght  to  be  fiLumbled  for  their  beart-poUu-* 
tions«. 
""Q^  12*  What  is  the  (econd  inference  from  hence  ? 

Q^Let  it  warn  parents  to  do  what  in  them  lies  to  ptrrCDttbe 
min  of  their  children  by  this  fin,  ( i«}  B;  filling  their  head^  i^  h^ds 
with  lawful  bufinefs.  (a.)  Bj^/eiious  admonitions  and  prajrers  fiir 
them,  (j.)  By  ktmng  them  from  vsuo  and  tempting  company*  {4.) 
By  difpo&ig  them  ieaionably  in  fuitable  paarriage. 
Q.  13.  What  is  the  third  inference  from  hence  i 
if.  Let  thofe  that  are  defiled  with  this  fin  repent  ferioufly  of  it  as 
David  did^  Pfabn  li.  8.  Make  me  to  hear  joy  and  gladneis,  that  the 
bones  which  thou  haft  broken  may  rejoice.    And  ap£ly  the  blo<Hl  of 

"  Chrift  by  faith  \  for  in  fo  doings  it  may  be  pardoned ;  1  Cor.  vt. 
XI.  And  fuch  were  fome  of  yon;  but  ye  are  walhed»  but  ye  are 
Andtifiedy  but  ye  are  juftified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift^ 
and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God, 

Of  thi  eighth  Comtnandmem^ 

Qncfl.  73,  "TX  THICK  is  the  eighth  commandment  ? 

W     A.  The  eighth  commandment  is^  {ThQU  Jbalt  n^ 
Jteal.-] 

Queil.  74.  What  is  required  in  the  eighth  commandment  ? 
A.  The  eighth  commanSment  reqwreth  the  lawful  procuring  and  fiarm 
th&ing  the^ wealth,  and  wtward  epate  of  ourf elves  and  others. 

5ueiL  7  5. 'What  is  forbidden  in  the  eighth  commandment? 
^  The  eighth  commandment  forUddeth  whatfoever  doth,  or  may  un^ 
juftly  hinder  our  own,  or  our  neighbom^s  nvealthf  pr  outward  ejiate. 

Q^i.  What  is  prefuppofed  in  this  commandment  ? 
•    A.  It  prefuppofeth  that  God  hath  given  every  man  a  propriety  in 
his  eftate,  and  that  no  man's  goods  are  common  to  others,  except  by 
his  confent  in  times  and  cafes  extraordinary ;  AAs  ii.  44.  And  all  that 
believed  were  together,  and  had  all  things  common. 

Q:  2.  What  is  required  in  this  commandment  ? 

A*  It  requires  of  every  man  diligence  in  a  lawful  calttng,  to  get 
and  preferve  an  eflate  for  his  own  and  other's  good ;  Prov.  xiii.  1 1« 

He  that  gathereth  by  labour,  fhail  increafe.    Eph.  iv.  a8 ^But 

rather  let  him  labour,  working  with  hts  hands  the  thing  which  is 
good,  that  he  may  have  to  give  to  him  that  needetb. 

Q.  3.  What  eife  is  required  in  this  commandment  ? 

A*  It  requires  us  not  only  to  get  and  keep  the  things  of  the  world 
in  a  lawful  manner,  but  to  diftribute  and  communicate  them  to  thpfe 
that  are  in  want,  and  not  caft  them  into  temptations  of  fin,  or  ine- 
vitable ruin ;  Ifa.  Iviii^  10.  And  if  thou  draw  outthy  foul  to  the 
'  luingry,  and  fatisfy  the  afliiaed  foul:  Then  fhall  thy  light  rife  in  ob- 
fcurity,  and  thy  darknefs  be  as  the  noon-day  -,  1  John  iii.  17.  But 
whofo  hath  this  world's  good^  and  feeth  his  brother  have  need,  and 
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fliuttetK  up  his  Ixmeb  of  cooipatffion  from  him,  how  dwelleth  the  lofe 
ofidod  inhim? 

Q^  4*  What  elfe  is  reqaired  in  this  oofntnandmeiit  ?  *  v^ 

ji.  It  requlfcsinlVery  inan^a  piitSffii^fpIrlt  to  procure  and  promote  \ 
the  gpod  and  profperit^  of  others ';  i  Cor.  x.  24.  Let  no  man  totk 
his  own^  but  every  man  another's  weakh. 

Q.  5.  What  elfe  is  required  in  this  command  ? 

Ji.  It  requires  reAitution  of  afl  ^pods,  unjuftly  gotten^  or  taken  I' 
from  others  ;  I^er.  vi.  4«  Then  it  fliall  bci  becaufe  he  hath  ilinnal»  I 
and  is  guilty^  that  he  ihail  reftore  that  which  he  took  violently  away> 
or  the  thing  whith  he  hathdeceitfally  gotten,  &c.  And  the  reftor- 
ing  of  pawns  and  pledges,  whtn  they  are  due;  Ezek.  zvui/y.  And 
hSh'not  opprcfied  any,  1mt~  hath  reftored  to  the  debtor  his  pledget 
&e.    Or  things  toft,  if  we  can  difoover  the  true  owners. 

Q.  60  IK^Eat  is  the  firft  fin  forbidden  In  this  command  ? 

jI.  It  forbids  all  cozening  and  cheating  of  others  in  our  d^ings» 
and  dvil  coounerce  with  them ;  "iTheflTiv.  6.  That  no  man  go  be- 
yo^  and  defraud  his  brother  in  any  msitter,  &c.  Prov.  xxvi.  aS.  A 
lying  tongue  hateth  thofe  that  are  affliAed  by  it,  and  a-flatteriflg  moodi 
worketh  ruin. 

(y  7.  What  is  the  Second  thing  forbidden  in  this  command  ? 

^  It  forbids  all  exa^on  and  oppreffion  of  our  neighbonr,  by  go-  ; ' 
mgbejrond  thmi^or  wdrldrig  on  their  neceffities,  or  detainfng  tbm  ^ 
dues  ;  Lev.  xxv.  14.  And  if  thou  iell  ought  untdthy  neighbour,  or 
boyeft  ought  of  thy  neighbour's  hand,  ye  fliaH  not  opprefs  one  ano- 
ther; IVov.  xxiv.  28,  29.  Be  not  a  witnefi  agaixift  thy  neighbour 
withput  caufe :  And  deceive  not  with  thy  lips.  Say  not,  I  will  do  €0 
to  hhn  as  he  hath  done  to  me :  I  will  render  to  the  man  according  to 
bis  work. 

0^8.  What  is  the  third  thing  ferbtdden  in  this  command  ?  t 

jf.  It  forblds'all  unlawful  weights  and  meafures,  which  is  no  bet«  I 
ter  than  t&eft  in  God's  account  j  Micah  vi.  io»  11.  Are  there  yet  the  > 
treattires  of  wickednefs  in  the  houfe  of  the  wicked,  and  the  fcant 
meaiure  that  is  abominable  ?  Shall  I  count  them  pure  with  the  wicked 
balances,  and  with  the  bag  of  deceitful  weights  ? 

Q.  9.  What  is  the  fourth  fin  forbidden  in  this  command  ? 
-  A*  It  fbrbids_aU  (amily  frauds  fcy  children;  Prov.  xxviii.  24.  Who-^ 
io  robbeth  his  father  or  his  mother,  and  faith,  it  is  no  tranf^reffion^ 
the  fame  is  the  companion  of  a  deftroyer.     Orjervants ;  Tit.  iL  9^ 
io.  Exhort  fervants  to  be  obedient  unto  their  own  mafters ;— not 
purloining,  but  (hewing  all  good  fidelity,  &c. 

Q.  10.  What  is  the  fifth  thing  forbidden  in  this  command  ? 

A.  It  forbids  air  tempting  of,  or  encouraging  others  to  defraud 
thofe  who' have' any  truft  committed  to  them ;  rfalm  1.  18.  When 
thou  faweft  a  thief,  then  thou  confentedft  with  him.  Prov.  xzbc.  24. 
Whofoever  is  partner  with  a  thief,  hateth  his  own  foul,  &c. 

Q^  II.  W  hat  is  the  fixth  thing  forbidden  in  this  command  ?  ^ 
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I'       jt.  tt  forbids  the  taking  away  of  another^ goods  bj_<|^jx>y^ 
I     by  Tea  or  land ;  Job  v.  5.->--^And  the  robtSr  fwallomth  iip  thdr 
^    fobfta&cc.    Or  clajiid^ftip^y  and  pritatcly  i  i  Pet,  it.  t{.  But  kt 
none  of  yoti  fufier  as  a  murderer,  or  as  a  tbiefi  lcC« 
Q.  12.  What  is  the  danger  of  this  fin  i 

jI^  It  brings  mefiVfbuIs,  bodies,  and  eftates,  Under  the  cuifc  of 
!   Gfd ;  Zech.  V.  31,4.  Hien  iaid  he  unto  diet  This  it  the  cnrTe  that 
|oeth  forth  oter  thd  face  of  the  whole  earth :  Fof  every  one  that 
Sealeth  (hall  be  cut  off,  as  00  this  fide,  according  to  it  \*^l  wili  bring 
it  forth,  £iith  the  Lord  oi  hofts^  add  it  (hall  enter  into  the  boufe  fif  the 
thief. 
>'      0«  134  what  is  the  ^rft  inftruJUon  hence  ? 
I        A.  liet  ah  that  are  guilty  of  this  iSn  repent^  und  re^Of^A  ^  ^^^1 
I   expeA  mercy  from  Gcd  i  £ph.  iv.  aK.  lutt  him  thlit  ftoiCi.fteal  no 
more,   life.  Ldke  xix/S.  And  Zatbeus  ftood,  Md  faid   ulito  the 
Lord,  Behold,  Lordi  the  half  of  my  goods  I  give  to  tlic  poor,  and  if 
I  ha^e  taken  away  any  thUig  from  any  intn  fay  UalfeMCi^lMi,  Irc« 
fiore  him  fourfold. 

0^x4.  What  is  the  laft  inference  from  honce  ? 

^.  To  excitr'att;  to  whdm  God  hath  given  %  ^Oftistfiaicy  of  the 

1   thinp  ofthe  world,  that  they  UeA  God  tot  keeping  tibttm  ^ih  the 

>  ^etnptatlons  of  this  fin  j,  Prov.  %it%.  S,  y.  Qive  mo  niaUher  poverty  nor 

richesil  feed  me  with  food  tonteAient  for  tne :  Left  t  be  &Q|  andde* 

ay  thee, and  lay.  Who  is  the  Lord/  Or  ItftlbepOOTiavd  Ael^tfid 

tadke  the  name  of  my  God  in  vain« 

Of  the  fitnih  Commandment. 
Qneft.  76.  "TT THICK  is  the  ninth  command tticnt  ? 

VV     A.  The  ninth  cmtnaftdment  w,  lTb$u  ^ak  n<^ 
tear  falfe  luitnefs  agairifi  thy  migfsbotar^ 

0^77.  What  is  required  in  the  ninth  comtnandriient  ? 
A.  The  ninth  commandment  requireth  the  mahitaihing  and£iy9ifitin( 
fftrtUh  hetiutcen  man  and  man,  and  of  our  c^n  and  $ur  nei^S^ieif  gctd 
'     name,  efpecially  in  nviinffs^bearitig, 

Q^  78.  N^.iiat  b  forbidden  in.  the  ninth  ^ommandmient  t 
A.  The  ninth  ccmmandnunt  forhiddeth  ^hatfoevrr  is  frgudidal  te 
truth f  or  inturious  to  our  o%uH  or  our  neighbour's  good  name, 

Q^  !•  what  is  the  gener^  fcppe  and  aim  of  the  ninth  command* 
mcnt? 

yf.  The  ninth  command  aims  chiefly  at  the  prefcrvatkm  and  fit> 

noting  of  truth  amongft  men  ;  2ech.  viii.  li^.— <^peak  ycftvaytnan 

the  truth  to  his  neighbour,  is^s.     This  being  of  indifpcnfiUe  neceiEty 

^  to  the  fubfiftence  and  welfare  of  human  focicty  ^  £pb.  iv.  25.  Vhcre* 

'    fore  putting  away  lying,  fpeak  every  man  truth  with  his  neighbour, 

for  we  are  members  one  of  another. 

Q^  a.  What  is  the  firft  thing  reqtaired  particularly,  in  this  com- 
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if.  1%fScoiApand  fecjuiresererf  toss^  to  take  Ctre. of  prtfex^iiig 
Us  own  gcHkl  namej  by  ordering  his  converfation  in  oniv^l  intcgm 
ty ;  iTet.  tn.  t^;  lO.  JJuf  Taiiffily  the  Lord  God  in  your  Ti'earti,  and 
be  ready  always  to  give  an  anfwer  to  every  outti  that  a&eth  you  n 
mfon  of  the  hope  that  is  in  yoiii  with  meeknefs  and  fear  (  having  % 
{Odd  eonfcience ;  that  whereas  they  fpeak  evfi  of  you,  aa  of  evil*doei% 
they  may  be  afhamed  that  falfeijf  accufe  your  good  coovcrfa^kili  ia 
Chrift. 

(T  3.  What  is  the  feeond  thingrequired  fai  this  oeiimiattd  ^ 

^  It  requires  all  doe  care  to  preierve  the  good  name  and  hofloW 
tf  other  merfi  as  well  a»  our  own  ;'  for  Chriftians  are  not  to  be  of  ham 
roanaayivat'c  1^1fi»;jWhfch  centre  only  in  then-  own  imterefts  and  i 
con^OTtnqat ;  Piiil>  liv  4.  Look  not  every  man  on  his  own  things  # 
but  every  man  alfo  on  the  things  of  others. 

0^4.  How  are  we  to  preferve  the  good  namfs  of  others  t  .     ( 

Wcarejo  preferxe  the  good  names  of  others  by  an  inward  f6  j 
teem  ofall  the  good  that  is  in  them  |  Phil.  iL  3  #-• In  lowneft  of  mind 
lee  each'etfeeih  others  better  than  themfehres.     And  manifrffbig  our 
iDwsrd  efteemof  them  by  a  wife  and  feaibnablf  eaprefion  thereof  £at  X 
tBeif  encouragement  in  the  ways  of  gpdlineis  ;  Kom.  i.  %.  Pirft/|  ^ 
thank  my  God  througfi  Jetus  Chrift  for  you  aU»  that  youf  iuth  m 
fpoken  of  throughout  the  whole  world. 

0.  5.  Howelfe  are  we  to  defend  other  men's  aaines?  y 

A,  By  our  readihels  to  receive  with  joy  ^be  reports  of  Hne  flOCNl  j 
that  is intHem ;  i'^Ain  "yTc^J'r^ictdgT^TAlfmhca  thebre£r«0 
cameluid  teRSed  of  the  truth  that  is  in  thee^  even  as  thoq  walked  jft 
the  truth.  ^  And  dilcouotenancing^all  reproaches  ipalidoolbf  vtnlpft 
againft  jheni  $  tTaTm  xv.  r— ^Nbr  taketh  up  a  reproach  ag8tBftk# 
ncighBour. 

O^  6.  But  what  if  the  report  be  evidently  true  1 

JT  In  thaTcalc  we  "are  to  grieve  for  thctr  mifcarriageii  aa  the  e0eft 
and  frait  of  our  love  to  their  fouls ;  a  Cor  ii.  4.  For  out  of  mneh 
affli^ion  and  anguifh  of  heart«  t  wrote  unto  you  with  many  tear^ 
not  that  ye  fliould  be  grieved,  but  that  ye  might  know  the  love  which. 
I  hare  more  abundantly  unto  you.  And  to  dilchai^e  our  dytifla 
privately  and  faithfuilv^  in  order  to  their  recovery;  Matth.  zviii.  15^ 
16,  17.  Moreover,  tt  thy  brother  fliall  trefpafs  againft  t&ee,  go  and 
ten  him  his  iault  between  thee  and  htm  atone,  ice.  Winfcingat, 
and  conceaBng  la  love,  their  lefler  and  common  infirmities ;  1  vet, 
!v.  8.  And  above  all  things  have  fervent  charity  among  yourfdves  l 
For  charity  ihall  cover  the  multiti^de  of  fins* 

Q^  7.  M'  hat  is  forbidden  in  the  ninth  commandment  i 

A.  It  forbids  lis  to  injure  others,  by  raiitng  or  receiving  liea»  and 
faHe  rcp6rfs;^  jhl(3i  »^  injur}pus  to  their  good  names  j  Cot* 

Si.  a.  Xie  noTone  to  another,  &c. 

Q.  V.  What  eUe  is  forbidden  in  the  nmth  commandment } 

Vol.  VJ.  it 
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<  A*  It  tfyiKoHj  forbids  pcHurfs  or  felfe  fwearing,  ^hct€cfj  act 
mdf  the  naoMSf  but  eftatc^  and  lives  of  the  innocent  are  injured  and 
niiaed  j  Pfidm  xzxt.  i  i«  Falfe  witnefles  did  rife  up.  Thef  laid  tq 
taf  charge  tlungs  that  I  knew  not ;  Prov.  xiz-  5.  A  falfe  witnefs  (hall 
not  be  unpuniflied :  And  he  that  fpeaketh  lies  (hall  not  efeape.  A 
fia  which  God  will  puntfli ;  MaL  iii.  5,  And  I  will  come  near  to  you 
to  jodgmcnt)  and  I  will  be  a  fwift  witnefs  s^inft  the  forcerers,  and 
againft  the  adulterersi  and  againft  falfe  fwearers,  &c. 

Q^p.  What  elfe  is  fol-bi^en  in  this  commandment? 

A.  It  ferUds  all  whifpering  and  backbiting  of  others  fecretly; 
1  Cor.  xii«  20. — ^Left  there  be  debates,  envyings,  wrathsi  ftrifes^ 
backbitingSy  whifperings,  &c.  And  all  tale-carrying  from  one  to 
•BptheT)  to  our  neighbour's  injury;  Lev-  zix*  16.  Thou  (hallt  not 
go  up  and  down  as  a  tale-bearer  among  the  people.  Sec.  And  i  Tun. 
V.  13.-— And  not  only  idle,  but  tatlers  alfo,.  and  bufy-bodies,  fpeak- 
iagthings  which  they  ought  not. 

(^  to.  What  elfe  doth  the  ninth  commandment  forbid  ? 

jt.  It  forbids  all  ralh  and  unwarrantable  judging  of  other  men's 
beartsand  final  eftates>  which  is  ufually  accompanied  with  ignorance 
6f  oar  own;  Matth.  vii.  i,  3.  Judge  not,  that  ye  be  not  judged. 
And  why.  beholdeit  thou  the  mote  t&at  is  in  thy  brother's  eye,  but 
Goofidereft  not  the  beam  that  is  in  thine  own  eye  ? 

Q.  1 1.  What  elfe  is  forbidden  in  this  commandment  ? 

jfTit  forbids  the  eclipfing  of  the  true  worth  and  honour  of  others, 
hf  a  proud  exalting  of  ouHelves  \  i  Cor.  xiii.  4,  5.  Charity  envieth 
aot>  charity  vaunteth  not  itfelf,  is  not  puffed  up,  &c    Or  by  crying 

5p  one  to  the  difparagement  of  another  good  man ;  i  Cor.  iii.  4,  5. 
Sor- whik  one  faith^  I  am  of  Paul,  and  another,  I  am  of  ApoUos,  are 
je  not  carnal  ?  &c. 

Q^  12.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ? " 
A»  That  the  beft  Chriftians  have  caufe  to  be  humbled  for  the  fins 
of  the  tongue,  whereby  God  is  dilhonoured,  and  others  are  injured  ^ 
James  iii.  a.  If  any  man  offend  not  in  word,  the  fame  b  a  perfeA 
^nant  and  able  alio  to  bridle  the  whole  body.     And  verfe  5,  6.  Even 
ib  the  tongue  is  a  little  member,  and  boaOeth  great  things :  behold 
|iow  great  a  matter  a  little  fire  kindleth.    And  the  tongue  is  a  fire,  a 
world  of  iniquity :  fo  is  the  tongue  amongft  our  melnbers,^  that  it 
d^ieth  the  whole  body,  and  fetteth  (m  fire  the  courle  of  nature ; 
and  it  b  fet  on  fire  of  helL 
Q^  1 3.  What  b  the  fecond  inference  from  hence  i 
A.  It  is  our  great  concernment  to  walk  with  that  piety  and  juffice 
towvds  God  ami  men,  as  to  cut  ofi*aftjuft  occafions  of  reproach  from 
ouf  names;  a  Cor.  xi.  12.  But  what4  do,  that  I  will  do^  that  I  may 
cut  off'occafion  from  them  which  defire  occafions,  &c.     i  Tim.  v. 
14.  I  will  therefore  that  the  younger  women  marry,  bear  children, 
guide  the  houfei  give  npne  occafion  to  the  advcrfary  to  fpeak  re- 
proachfolly. 
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<^  14.'  Whit  b  the  third  inference  from  this  commaaddNBt  ?  ' 
.  jt.  To  Vlcfs  God  that  our  names  are  kept  fweet  and  honourtble  it 
the  world  among  good  men ;  3  John  12.  Demetrins  hath  a  good  re* 
port  of  ^11  mentor.  Or  if  we  be  reproached^  it  is  bj  none  but  wicIn 
ed  men>  and  that  for  our  duty  to  God  \  Dan.  vi.  5,  Th«n  faid 
theie  meii^  -  we  (halt  not  find  any  occafion  againft  this  Dillia^ 
except  we  find  it^iiinft  bim  concerning  the  law  of  his  God. 

Of  tbi  tnitb  Commandment. 

<^cft.  79*  '^TT  THICH  is  the  tenth  commandment  I  , 

W    A.  Ybe  tenth  commandment  is^  iTbouJbalt  net  covef   . 
tiy  neigibetit*!  houfi,  tioujialt  net  eowt  thy  neigUouf^j  vf^e,  nor  hie   I 
tnan^ftrvant^  nor  his  maid-fervant^  nor  hu  opc^  nor  bis  afs^  nor  anj  tbfseg  t 
that  is  iby  neigbiouf^s,^  "        *     •   - 
■  Q^8o.  What  is  required  10  the.tenth  rnrnmandmeot  i 

A.  Tbe  tenth  commandment  required  full  contentment  with  oyr  ovm    .' 
condition^  kviiharight  and  charitable  frame  of ^rit  tof»ards  oisr  neigbm  > 
iourl'and  all  tf^t  is  bu* 
'    ^  8 1 .  -  W  hat  is  ferbidcien  in  the  tenth  commandment  ? 

A.  The  tenth  cdmmandmentfitrbiddeth  all  di/cvntentment  wtb  omr  omm  \ 
efhte^  envying  or  grieving  at  the  good  if  our  neighbour^  and  all  ifiordinetk  • 
enotio^'ind'^epiens'fo  any  thing  t&i^  is  his.  ..;•'' 

QTi;  '\^ae  is  the  principal  fcope  and  aim  of  the  tenth  command- 
inentf  .*,.•.'•  .     r 

Jt.  It  is  to  prevent  all  occafions  of  tranfffrefilng  the  other  precepts 
of  the  feconcl'tabTe,  bj  itftraining  this  fin  of Govetoufnefs  in  thp  heart; 
Pfalm  cxtx.  35,  35.  Make  me  to  go  in  the  path  of  thy  .commaa4^ 
mentst  for  therein  do  I  delight.  Incline  mjr  heart  unto  thy  c^imo- 
nies,  and  not  to  covetoufncK*  vj  fi     ^ 

Q.  a..  What  doth  this  tenth  command  require  of  us  in  re&ren^  T 
tojouHelvcs?  .-'...> 

Zif-  It  requires  of  us  perfe^  contentment  and  latisfa^tion  witbr  |hat  y 
eftate  and  condition  wliereinGod  hath  placed  us  in  th«  iforld ;  'Heb.  I 
xiii.  5.  Let  yoifr  convcrfation  be  whhout  covetoulnefii  and  be  f»i^ 
tent  with  fuch  things  as  ye  have^  &c.  Reckoning  it  to  be  good  f<^ 
us  to  be  in  thatftate  we  are,  though  never  fo  low  or  affiled;  P(a}.  ^' 
cxjx.  67.  Before  I  was  affli^ftedj  I  went  aftray ;  but  now  have  I  kegt 
thy' word.    And  verfe  71.  It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  beqi  a^ift- 
ed,  that  I  might  learn  thy  ftatotes. 

Q.  3.  Is  contentment  with  God's  appobtments  attainaUi  in.  44s 
lifcT       •  rf     : 

jf.  Some  Cbriftians  have  attained  to  a  very  great  meafurp,  a%i 
emioeDt  degree  of  contentment  in  the  midft  of  changeable  aa4jifi^«  ' 
tive  providences ;  Phil.  iv.  11.— -—I  have  learned  in  whatfioev^  fia|e 
I  am/^^herewith  to  be  content*  Pfidm,  xvi  $t  6 .  The  tgrd  is.tbe 
portioti^'of  aline  inheritance^and  of  my  cup :  thonmiiotiuneft  my  Jipf a 
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Tb^1ltl»«re ftHmuiitoiiie in  fteTiat^te^ :  jm,  I  ktve agtadlf 

y     (|.4  IsthvlreMdMigdrofcMfiftofdifontflOtiDftfoUam^ 
-  .   ]piiHMis^  conditioh  1  "  .    ■-  - 

'     1.  Fillneft  of  the  #Md  (ccan%  no  fnan  firoaft  tfu*  iin  of  difccmtfifltr 

4mm  ^itfi  his  b*^  h,  or  co^rizig  that  whkh  it  afipthor^s ;  be^le^bc 

J  defile  enlti^e  1ft  the  eibte  doth  I  Pfalm&UL  sO»  «<^f  richeft  incmTc^ 

fet  not  your  heart  upon  them.     An  inAance  whereof  we  have  ifi  A^ 

hab»  I  Kings  xil  4.  Alid  Ahab  tatnis  bird  hU  boufe  heavy  and  dlf- 

pleafed^  bei  aufe  of  thft  wCRrtl  whieh  Naboth  the  J<;tnrlite  had  ^kcu 

to  htm :  fdt  he  had  faid,  I  will  vofc  fjnt  thee  the  h^fa^itance  of  my 

i«theirfts  *(id  ht  hdd  fdm'  dbara  tfoia  hk  bed»  aftd  tarasd  ftway  fas 

Aee,  «iftd  «rould  eM  n»  brrad. 

>       Q^  5.  Whence  doth  difcontent  with  our  condition  (jpring  1 

I        ^.  It  iprin^  p«irHy  litMi  onr  ignorsMce  of  God'r  wi^tmaiid  love 

1    1h  6r#^ng  airforbvi-  good  ;  Rom.  vil  28.  And  we  know  that  all 

ttSf^gs  work  tog^hcr  for  ftrod  to  thea  that  love  God,  ttc.    Part^ 

^^.    from  our  inconfidcratenefi  of  the  vanity  of  the  creat«l«ft  |  iHm.  vi, 

'^     7, 8  F'>r  ^^  brought  nothing  iiitn  this  worldt  sttd  it  is  onrtsun  we  can 

«iiiTy  ^bolhing^tft      And  having  food  and  raiment,  let  ns  bp  there- 

^  ''>iiMi  to^ttbt.     And  ^artTy  £rom  our  nnbcIiBf  1  Matth.  Vu  tu  3^* 

Therefore  take.no  thought^  &yit>B*  ^^^^  '^^  wt  eat  ?  Or  what 

^M  we  drink?  Or  whenrwhhal  toil  we  be  clothed  ?  (Far  after  all 

thefe  things  Vlo  the  Gentiles  feek  |)  for  your  heavenly  Father  kaow* 

«*  thift  ye  buve  Med  of  aU  thefe  thsagi. 

X^6.  IstMt^mitioM  with  qnr  owntrftate  all  that  tins  coOM&and^ 
mhttit  tt^fivtiis  T 

A.  No  9  it  MitfirM%  tibaritahle  fran*  ief  fpirk  toward)  tir  Wi^ 
f  boors  alfo ;  Kom.  xil*  10,  15.  Be  kindly  a A£kiooed one  to  another. 
%Kh  brotht  rly  k^e,  in  honoar  {urefening  one  another.   Kejoice  wid^ 
them  that  do  rejoice,  and  weep  with  them  that  weep. 

Q^%  Whit  4s  the  6fft  fin  forbidden  in  itfais«qniinandaientf 
jr.  tt  db^Wy  und  eiperially  forbids  all  infal  and  inordinate  de&a 
tfNfl  VMofims  ajter  othtr  mea*s  enjoyments  \  Col.  iil  f^ .  Mortify  there* 
^foftr^ftHir  ttiembeit  which  are  -upon  the  oaith,  fomtcatiion,  Qpcleanr 
<IMft,  ihordlsaie  aflfaftion,  evil  ip4incnpiicence»  and  covetoufine^  which 
%  idbl^. 

0^9  Whlit]Stfkar<«Qdflnforbkldenki<]iisc«aa«iandaaeatf 
A.  It  forbids  all  criieltv  and  incDni|ia]fioiiafee»efi  to  nthcva  jp  ne^ 
'ciflSty,  a|id%eepin^  iMk  hma  them  thn  relief  •which  is  made  theirs 
'  by  ^7od*s  comtnandi  Prov.  xi*  24.  There  is  that  with*holdetii  tn^re 
^Shnls  ttreet,  b^iJt  wndeA to  fiovBsiy*  .(let*  M(«  tl^  to-  Aftd  when 
-fe^vt*!^  the  %fafV9ft  ))f ytior ifaad«  ilian  ihak  not  wholly  j«ap  the  =oor* 
^Keiys^fthy^Md,  naiciMr  flialr  Aou^hertfaeifkamogs'oftiyhav- 
^^^M.  'And  ^h#u  ifcak  Mit^tanihy  v^ncyardt  ^either  Ibalt  ahouiga* 
^rtieHrveiy^;Mye«f4hf  wiii^^  MtleiK'tbiiaior  the 

(MTtodth^ftrangBr:  I  am  the  I^ord  your  God* 
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0.^9.  Whit  tt  Oe  third  fin  ferlrfddeB  id  this  commandment  ?        ;  y 

jt.  tt  forbSd8't¥e<)etainIi^orthfi.^  1 

Hah.  iL  9,'i6,  i  i.  Woe  to  him  that  coreteth  an  evil  covetoufnefi  to  ^ 
his  houicy  that  he  may  (et  his  ncd  on  hight  that  he  maybe  delivered 
from  the  power  of  evil.  Thou  haft  consulted  (hame  to  thy  hoolea 
by  catting  off  many  people*  and  haft  finned  agsunft  thy  foal  For 
the  ftone  flull  cry  out  of  the  wall,  and  the  beam  out  of  the  timber 
Ihattanfwer  it. 

Q.  10.  What  ktheiburth  fii^ibrbidden  in  this  comma«dfnent  f  j'' 

A.  It  liMrbid)  all  inward jg^dgjngs  at,  and  enyying|B  of  the  enjoy*  \ 
iD^tsqf^bthm^wEether  tEey  be  uiward  goods  of  the  mind/pr  oitt*  y 
wardf  bdonffDi;  to  the  body ;  i  Cor.  xiii.  14.  Charity  eaviethnotf 
&c. 

Q^i  u  What  is  the  mifchief  pfcovetoafnefi  ? 

A»  It  diftnfb  thy  ^art  in  duties  ^  £9ek.xxaiiL  31.  And  they  1 
come  umo'ffieeas  the  people  cometht  and  they  fit  before  thee ,  as  my  ? 
^liSESlmS^ihKf  hear  thy  W(;nrdsj  but' they  wiD  not  Ao  thtm'i  fii  X 
vrfttlihw'mratmthey  (hew  much  lovey  b«t  their  heartj|^th  after 
th<Sr  oovetbulheis.    rrovokes  the  wrath  of  Gbd^  Barivu.  17.  For  ^ 
the  imqbity  of  his  co^touihe2s''was'  I  wroth,  and  iiaote  him,  &c 
And  where  it  reigm>  it  becomes  idolatry  1  Col.  iii*  5.  And  covetoof- 
iids,  which  is  idohtry. 

Ct;^ia.  What^thc  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  Itcalkan^mentoHuminatibn  for  the  inordinacy  of  their  affe^  , 
tiomtovw^'Sie^wpjIdj^  their  difcontent  with  thebr  own  and  envyings  ! 
of  otho^  j^n^iiiflfi^^ 

Q^ij.^^hat  fe  the  fecond  infaence  from  hence  ?      •  . 

A^  M  ever  we  would  keep  clear  frotn  thb  fin,  let  u$  make  God 
0grporrioii;  Pfalm  ivtl  ;V  ^^  ^^i  Jjori  is  the  portion  of  mine  inhe* 
rttancci  and  of  my  cup:  thou  maintaineft  my  lot.  And  labour  to. 
ggjhe^&ttyktiAl^g  iCp^  of  his  Spirit  y  John  tv.  14."  But  who.  ^ 
soever  drmkethoFthe  water  that  I  fhall^ive'him,  fliall  never  ihirft, 
Ac  2  Cor.  vi.  10.  As  having  notbug, .and  yet  pofiefiuig  all 
things. 

<^I4*  Whit  is  tbejaft  inference  from  heqce  ? 

A*  If  God  has  ^^ven  t^  a  fujStclency  of  the  things  of  this  Eft  ibr 
oor  neccJEtynet  usbe  fatisfied,  though  we  want  other  things  for  our  ^ 
d[d>B!W!TT"TSh.  vi.  8«  And  hkvlns  food  and  raiment,  let  us  be 
iSmwith  content.     And  relieve  our|eIves  by  an  expe^btion  of  thoie  >^. 
I>^^rlkf^W  l^.ilPj'^.  heaven  tor  us>  if  we  be  believers  1  James  ii.  5. 
VaSi  not  V7od  cfiofen  the  poor  of  this  world,  rich  in  faith,  and  heirs " 
ot  tliekaogdom^  whkhrhehathfpromt£ed  to  them  that  love  him* 

Of  keeping  tht  Law- 

OudL  Az*  T8  any  map  aUe  perfeAly  to  keep  the  commandments 
^  i  dlG6dr 

A^  Nq  menmiVij^jff^is  oik  in  this  Jife  fnfiSly  iah^Ufe 
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CQmmanJments  ofGody  but  dith  daily  break  them  m  thought^  word,  and 

'  (^;.^  Wherein  dqtk  thepetfeft  keepiog^bf  God's  law  confift  ? 

ji.  It  coiiSfis  in  thejperfeck  and  conftant  conformity  of  the  internal 
and  external iCGonsoriieart  andi  life,  to  evei7  command  of  God; 
Gal.  ill;  lo.*  Curfed  is  every  one  that  continneth  not  b  all  things 
which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them.  Matth.  xzii*. 
37,  38, 39.  Jefus  laid  unto  themi  Thou  (halt  love  the  Lord  thy  God 
with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  foul,  and  with' all  thy  nnnd.  This  is 
the  firft  and  great  tommandment.  And  the  fecond  is  like  unto  it| 
^6u  ibalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  tfiyfelf. 
y  (^2.  'But  jf  a  man  commit  no  external  aA  againfl  the  laW|  may 
be  not  beTafd  perfedly  to  keep^it^^  althou^  m  mind  or  thought  he 
Ihbuld  tnmfercfe? 

"A  Vfoi  tot  an  inward  ^otton  of  fin  in  the  heart,  that  never  brcab 
forth  intd  a£t,  is  a  violatidn  of  (he  law,  and  brings  the  foiil  under  the 
curfc  of  It }  Matth,  v.  21,  22.  .Ye  have  hcird  th^t  it  wasiaid  by 
them  of  old, tiioie,  Thou  flialt  not  kill:  ^And  whoibever.  {ball  kill,  (ball 
be  in  danger  of  the  judgment.  But  I  fay  unto^ou,  tbat  whoioever  is 
angry  with  his  brothe^  withont  a'caufe,  fliall  be'  in  danger  of  the 
judgment,  &c.  And  ver.  27,  28.  Tc  have  hcard'that  it  was  ftid  ^ 
tbem  of  old  time^Thou  (halt  not  commit  adultery.  But  I  fay  ctito 
you,  that  whofoever  looketh  upon,  a  woman  to  luft  ziicjr  hd:,  hat^ 
comlnitted  adukery  wiUi  her  already  in  his  heart.    '        . 

CL  3,  May  Aot  a  man  keep  the  law  If  he  keep  fomfc  of  Its.  com- 
mamTs,  though  be  canjiot  keep  every  one  of  them  punftually ', 

Jl.  No,  he  cannot)  for  the  tranfgreilion  of  any  one  command  in 
thclcall  degree,  iisi  a  breach 'of  all,  and  brings  thecurfe  of  the  whole 
upon  a  xnan*s  foul ;  James  ii.  10.  For  whofoever  iball  keep  the  vbo.e 
law;  ^nd  yet  offend  !n  one  point,  be  is  guilty  of  alt 

0.  4.  Was  thfc  law  never  kept  by  any  fince  it  was  made  I 

A.  Yes,  Adam  in  his  innocent  ftate  kept  it  \  for  he  was  made  up- 
right I  EccL  vii.  29.  God  made  man  upright,  &c.  And  Ctf ift  P^" 
fcftly  kept  it  J  Matth.  v.  17.  Think  4iQt  that  I  ajn  come  to  dcflroy 
the  law,  or  the  prophets :  I  am  not  come  to  deftroy,'but  to  Mfil* 

Q^  5.  What  is  the  firft  reafbn  why  no  mere  man  in  thb  life  can 
fulfil  and  keep  the  law  of  God  perfc{Uy  ?  .  "  , 

A,  It  is  becaufe  the'  law  of  God  is  perfeft,  and  the  beft  of  men  m 
this  life  are  imperfcft  •,  Pfalm  xix.  7.  The  law  of  the  Lord  is  pcrfeft, 
&c.  Ecd.  vii.  20.  For  there  is  not  a  juft  man  upon  earth,  that  doctb 
good,  and  finnetb  not, 

Qi^  6.  But  may  not  men  perfcftly  keep  It  when  regenerate,  and  born 
of  God  ? 

A^  No;  becaufe  even  in  the  regenerate  there  is  a  law  of  fui,  wbifh 
wars  againft  the  law  of  God ;  GaL  v.  17.  For  the  flelb  lufteth  againft 
the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  againft  the  fleOi,  &c.  Rom.  vS.  22,  23.  For 
I  delight  Itt  the  law  of  Ged  after  the  inward  man.  But  I  fee  another 
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law  in  my  membersj  warring  againft  the  law  of  my  xmndi'&c.     And 
though  thcj  arc  faid  not  to  fin,  i  John  iii.  9.  Whofoever  is  bom  of  ^ 
God|  doth  not  commit  fin,  &c.    That js  not. to  be  t^|:ea.^blQhitdj>  ^ 
but  coinparativclyjjMihqrot|Qf?did,  and  ..       ,      ^ 

Q^  7.  But  did  not  Chrift  command  the  ypung^man  to  ke^  the  law  ?  f^ 

A,  It  is  True  that  Chrift  did  put  the  young,  man  upop  this  t^|  ] 
Matth.  »x.  17.  If  thou  wilt  enter  into  life,  keep  the  cooimandments.    . . 
But  it  was  not  on  a  fumofition  that  be  was  able  ta  do  iu.  .but  tocozvi  | 
vincc  him  of  the  impoffibility  of  juftification  that  way.  > 

Q;^8   But  doth  nottheapoflk  fay,  that  the  righteoufncfsof  the     r 
law  b  fulfilled  in  believers  ?  ■ 

A.  It- is  truQ.t;h<lt.  the  appftle  doth  fay,  Rom.  viiL  4._but  the  fneaiw 
iog  is  nor,  that  we  fulfil  it  in  our  own  pcrfons,  by  onr  complete  obedi- 
ence to  it ;  but  it  "^  fulfilled  in  us,  by  our  union  with  Chrift,  who 
perie^Uy  kept  it }  and  the  righteoufpeis  of  the  lawj  which  is  in  Chrift^ 
becomes  ours,l)y  God's  imputation  of  it  to  us;  Rom  iv.  23,  24^ 
Now  it  w2ls  not  written  for  his  fake  alone,  that  it  was  imputed  to  him; 
but  for  OS  alfb,  to  whom  it  (hall  be  imputed,  if  we  believe  on  him  that^ 
nifed  up  Jefus  our  ](iOrd  from  the  dead. 


Q.  9.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 
A.  That 


... :  juftification  by  our  own  works  is  utterly  impoffible  to  the  -L 

hoKcft  of  mcnj  GaL  ii.  16.  I^or  by  the  works  of  the  law.no  flefli  can  y 
bejufiified^  I^falm  ciii.  3.  If  thou.  Lord,  fliouldft  mark  iniquities  }    ' 
0  Lord,  who  (hall  (hmd  ?  . 

Q^  10.  What  is  the  fecon4.inference  from  hence  ?  r 

A.  Hence  we  learn  what  an  infinite  mercy  it  is,  that  God  (ent  Jefus 
Chrift  made  under  the  law ;  Gal.  iv.  4,  5.  But  when  the  fulnefs  of 
time  was  come,  God  fent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a  woman,  made  nn* 
der  the  law,  &c.  To  do  that  for  us  we  could  never  do  for  ouirfelves  ; 
Rom.  viii.  3, 4.  For  what  the  law  could  not  Ap^  in  that  it  was  weak 
through  the  flefh,  God  fending  his  own  Son  in  the  likeneis  of  finfiil 
flelh,  and  fi:>r  fin  condemned  fin  in  the  fleOi  *,  that  the  righteoufnels  of 
the  law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us  j  who  walk  not  after  the  fle(h,  but 
after  the  Spirit. 

Q;ii.  What  is  the  third  inference  from  hence  ? 

ilThat  thcZreadful  curfe  muft  needs  lie  on  all  unbelievers  that  arp 
out  of  Chrift  3.  John  iii.  36.  He  that  bclieveth  not  the  Son,  (ball  not 
fee  life }  but  the  wrath  of  God  afcideth  on  him.  And  feek  their  jufti- 
fication-by  Jheji£cd.s,pfj]ie. law  ^  GaL  iii.  10.  For  as  many  as  are  of 
the  works  of  the  law,  are  under  the  curfe,  &c. 

(^  12.  What  is  the  fourth  inference  fix)m  hence  .^ 

A.  That  a  deluge  of  fin  and  mifery  brake  in  upon  the  whole  world 
by  thefall  of  Adam,  and  all  his  pofterity  being  by  him  plunged  under 
both;  Rom.  v.  12.  Wherefore,  as  by  one  man. fin  entered  into  the 
^orld,  and  death  by  fin :  And  fo  death  pafied  upon  all  men,  for  that 
all  have  finned. 

<^  13.  What  is  the  fifth  inference  from  hence  ? 
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.    jf.  lliat  tbejoogtOrdoAnnes  of^jOfidlSj^and  worlesof  (tipereroflt- 
'Ifio&j  are  fifleimd  fixamJik&dQarinftj  fpringTOgTottt  gthfeiggoianfie 
aaflpride  of  man^s  h^furt. 
<^i4  What  is  the  lad  inference  fii^QxiueQce? 
jI.  That  all  GocTs  people  (hould  figh  under  thdr  unhappy  necffflty 
of llndoff^  K.oin.  viL  24.  O  wretched  mantfiat  ram>  who  fliall  de- 
^  Ktct  me  Eroffl  the  body  of  this  death!  An^Mbog  to  be  wUhJChnA  ^Q 
thepgfeft  fl^te  I  Hebi  zii.  23.  An4  to  the  ipuits^uft  men  made 

Of  the  inequoTity  rf  Kn, 


yy^tSt.t%.     A  RlKatl  tranfgreffions  of  the  laV  equafl/  heiooos? 


I 


> 


^^  ^^       __    SomejSns  iii  tiemJSvef^ im4  tj  rttjofi^^Ji^ 
trrtf/  ifgprovatumsi  are  mor^  beimus  in  thefyfit  vf  (iM^^t^^^f^* 

<J.  I.  Whence  arifeth  the  firft  difference  of  M  Ji      '^ 

^.  lie  firft  diiFerence^  betwixt  one  fin  and  another,  arUeth  fit^o 
the  inuneiliate  obJeAi  againft  which  the  iin  is  commrcted ;  on  this  ac^ 
count,  fins  immediately  committed  againft  Qodi  are'm<3i«  £onous 
than  fins  immediately  committed  againft  man;  t  Sam.  ii.  %$*  If  one 
man  fin  againft  another*  the  judge  ftiall  judffe  him :  But  if  a  man  fin 
agsunft  the  Lord,  who  fliall  intreat  for  him  r  And  all  fins  of  die^firft 
taMe  are  greater  than  tbpfe  of  the  fecond:  yet  thore  are  crying  fins  a* 
gamftHiefecond. 

Q^  2.  Wha^is  the  firft  fin  noted  for  an  heinous  fin  ? 

A.  The  fin^miirder  is  in  icripture  fet  down  for  an  heinous  and 
crybg  fin  Iiilts  own  nature ;  Oen.  Ft.  x6/  The  vofceof  thy  BrotHec^s 
blood  crieth  unto  me  firoin  tEe  earth. 
^  Q;^  3*  What  other  fin  is  noted  for  a  c^ing  fin  i 

A.  The  fin  (^oppreflidn  IS  noted  in  fcnpture  for  a  crying^finLHabi 
il  II.  For  the  ftone  fhalldy  out  of  the  wall,  and  the  beam  out  of 
the  timber  fliall  anfwcr  it.  Efpedally  the  opprefllon  of  the  widow 
^  fatherlcfs  \  Exod.  zxii.  22,  23.  Te  fliall  not  afliil  anr  widow» 
or  fiitherkfs  child.  If  thou  afiliA  them  in  any  wife,  and  they  cry  at 
all  onto  mci  I  wiU  fiirely  hear  their  cry. 
r    Q.  c.  What  is  reckoned  in  fcripture  an  heinous  fin  againft  the  firft 

A.  The  fin  of  atheifm,  or  den;^g  the  being  of  a  God,  is  a  fin  of 
flic  firft  magnitude  \  Job  %xk\.  28.  This  alfo  were  an  iniquity  to  be 
punlftied  by  the  judge ;  for  t  fhould  have  denied  the  God  diat  k  a^ 
bove.  This  was  the  fin  of  Pharaoh ;  Exod.  v.  2.  And  Pharaoh  ^d^ 
Who  is  the  Lord,  that  I  Qiould  obey  his  voice,  to  let  Iftad  go?  I 
jniow  not  the  tiord,  neither  wiH  \  let  Ilrael  go* 

Q^  5.  What  other  fin  is  heinous  in  God*s  account  f 
.    A.  The  fin  of  idolatry  is  a  moft  heinous  fin,  and  goes  nearer  to  the 
heart  of  God  than  other  fins  do;  Ezek.  vi.  9.  And  they  that  efcape  of 
you,  fhall  remember  me  amoog  the  nations  whither  they  Ihall  be  car- 
ried captives  \  becaufe  I  am  broken  with  their  whorifh  heaxt^  which 
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hath  deptrted  from  me,  sind  with  thar  eyes,  wluch  go  %  whoring  a& 
ter  their  idols ;  and  they  (hall  lothe  themfelves,  for  the  evib  whi^ 
they  h^ve  comcnitted  in  all  their  abominations.  }er.  xltv.  4. 0  do  not 
this  abom'inable  thing  that  I  hate.  ^ 

Q.  6.  What  is' the  moft  heinous  of  all  the  fins  in  the  world  i  \ 

A.  The  fin  ;^inft' the  holj  Ghoft  is  the  moft  heinous  of  all  oliher  y 
fins,  and  Ih'all  neyo^  b^T^rgi^i^n^b^^U^    Matth.  xii.  31.    AUman*: 
ner  of  fin  and  Elafphemy  (hall  be  forgiven  unto  men ;   bat  the  bbit« 
phemy  againft  the  holy  Gho(b  (hall  not  be  forgiven  unto  men*  ^ 

Q^  7.  From  whctice  doth  this  (cripture  aggravate  fin?  ' ' 

A,  The  Spirit  of  God  in  (cripture  aggravates  and  eftimates  fio^  • 
from  theilegrcc  of  light  and  knowledge  men  fin  againft  \  Luke  xii«  ^ 
47.  And  fKaTiervant'  which  knew  hb  Lord's  will,  and  prepared  not 
himfelf,  neither  did  according  to  his-  will,  fiiall  be  beaten  with  many 
firipes.    John  xv.  22.  If  I  had  not  come,  and  fpokea  unto  themi  they 
had  not  had  fin  :  But  now  they  have  no  cloak  for  their  fin  i 

Q^  8.  What  is  the  fecond  thing  that  aggravates  fin  ?  1 

A.  The  xnore  merd^aiiy  man  fins  .agdihjRj  the  greatecisiii?  fin  }  ^ 
Rom.  ii.  4rOr  defpifeft  thou  the  riches  of  his  goodne(s,  and  forbear* 
ance^  and  long  fuflbring,  not  knowing  that  the  goodnefiof  God  lead* 
edi  thee  to  repentance  r  And  efpeddly  when  it  is  againft  fpiritual  ^^ 
mmies,  and  means  of  falvation }  Heb.  ii.  j.  How  (haUwe  efcape^  if 
wcnegTe£l'(b' great  falvationT  &c. 

Q^9'  AreJieinous.a^C.ryifig.ii^^^ 

A  Tesi  jreat  and  heinous  fins  are  capable  of  mrgivendii  upon  I 
tmevepiRitance ;  Ha.  i.  r8.  Though  your  fins  be  as  fcarlet,  they  fluU^  '^ 
be  as  w&teasTnow ;  though  they  be  red  Ukse  crimioDy  they  (hail  be* 
as  wool. 

-.  Q.  10..  From  what  fbuntam  doth  the  pardon  <tf  all  fins^  hoCUgmit^ 
andlmall,  flow  ? 

^  THeyTaliflow  from  the  free  grace  of.  God}  Lute  viL  41.  42.N^ 
And  when  they  had  nothing  to  pay,  he  forgave  them  both.     And'^ 
through  the  meritorious,  fatisfying  blood  of  Chrift;  £ph«  t.  7.  Io^^< 
whom  we  have  redemption  through  bis  bloody  the  forgivenefs  of  fins^ 
according  to  the  riches  of  his  aracc. 

Q^  I.I.  What  b  the  firft  inference  hence  I 

A.  Though  fome  fins  are  more  hehiousthan  others^  yet  no  finner 
ihould  abfolutely  deipair  of  mercy  sfior  the  vileft  tiave  been  pardon*  / 
ed'^  L?2or.  virii.  And  fuch  were  fome  of  you :  But  ye  are  wa(hed9 
Bar  ye  are  &n£tffied,  but  ye  atfe  juftified,  S^c. 

Q.  \%. .  What  iii  the  fecond  inference  hence  7 

.  Ay  Thatjtlierc  are  different  degrees  of  torments  in  hell|  propor* 
tioned.  CO  the  d^rent  degrees  of  fins  on  earth ;  Matth.  xL  21,  22.   - 
Wb  untb  thee,  Chorazin,  wo  imto  thee,  Bethiaida> :  For  if  the  migh* 
tf  works: which  wet^idone  in  you,  bad  been  doiie  in  Tyre  and  Si'^ 
don,  they  would  have  repented  k>ng  ago^  in  fackcloih  fmdaflies.i  Bur 
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I  fay  uoto  70U1  it  fhall  be  more  tolerable  for  Tyre  afnd  Sidonj  at  the 
day  of  jadgihenty  than  for  you. 

Q.  xi.  W^t  is  the  third  inference  hence  ? 

A>.  That  great  ^nners,  when  pardoneSf  and  received  to  mercy^ 
'  fliould  excei  alt  otTiefTanTovc  to'.CHriff  i  tulgg'^iT  42,43.  Whicb 
ofthem  will  love  him  moft  ?  Simon  anfwered  and  faid,  I  fuppofe  that 
he  to  whom  he  forgave  moft.     And  he  faid  unto  him,  Thon  haflE^ 
rightly  judged. 

0^14.  What  is  the  laft  inference  hence  ? 
I       if.  Letno^nian  neglect  Chrift,  becaufe  his  fins  are  not  fo  heinous 

t'as  others i^lSecauIc ~ the  leaft  ftn  without  Chrirt:  is  damningj  Rom. 
vi;  23.  For  the  wages  of  fin  is  death,  &c.  And  greater  finners  are  often 
called  when  lefier  are  not ;  Matth.  xxi.  31,  32.  The  publicans  aitd 
harlots  go  into  the  kingdom  of  God  before  you. 

Of  the  Demerit  of  SirK 

j  Qjseft.  84.  WJ  HAT  dpth,c.vcry  fin  ikicrvc  ? 

VV     A.  £veryfn  deferveth  GotTs  ivrath  andcur/e^beih 
;  i^jhU  life  and  in  that  'which  is  to  come, 
i       Q*   I.  Wherein  doth  the  evil  of  fin  principally  confift  ? 
j       Jt.  It  confifts  prlncfpally  in  the  aSence  it  gives,  and  the  nrpng  it 
y  dpth  ^o  Godi  Pfalm  U.  4.  Againft  thee^  thee  only  have  I  finned, 
and  done  this  evil  in  thy  fight. 

(^2.  What  is  the  firft  ofience  and  wrong  fin  doth  to  G.od  ? 
/      A.  It  confifts  in  its  enmity  to  God  ;  Rom.  viii.  7.1{ecai:^e  the  car-* 
!  xial  minil  is  enmity  againft  God,  &c.     ExprefiTed  in  fcripture  by  walk* 
'/^  lag  contrary  to  him ;  Xicv.  xxvi.  40.  They  have  alfo  walked  contra* 
'  ry  to  me.     Fighting  againft  God  j  Afts  v.  39.  Left  haply  ye  be  even 
.   found  to  fight  againft  God.     And  refifiing  his  Spirit ;  A  As  viL  51. 
Tc  do  always  refift  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
Q-  }.  Wherein  is  its  enmity  to  God  further  difcovered  in  fcrip- 
'    ture? 

j         ^.  It  is  difcovered  under  the  names  and  notions  of  hatred  of  God  ^ 

\     Rom.  i.  3a  Backbiters,  haters  of  God,  &c.  Rebellion  againftiGnd  i 

I  Sam.  XV.  23.  For  rebellion  is  as  the  fin  of  witchcraft,  &c.  And 

^^  ddBfing  ihe  commandment  of  God  y  2  Sam.  xii.  9.  Wherefore  haft 

thou  deipifed  the  commandment  of  thaLord  ? 

Q.  4;  W  hat  are  the  attributes  of  God  that  6x\,  wrongs  ? 
^.  It  wrongs  aD  bis  attributes ;  for  it  flights  his  fovercignty ;  £xod« 
V.  2.  And  Pharaoh  faid.  Who  is  the  Lord,  that  I  fliouid  obey  his 
voice,  to  let  Ifrael  go  ?     Refifts  his  power  ;  i  Cor.  x.  2r.  Arc  we 
ftronger  than  he  ?    Defpifeth  his  goodne6 ;  Rom.  ii.  4.  Or  defpifeil 
.   thou  the  riches  of  bis  goodnefs,  &c.     Taxeth  his  jufti(:e ;  iizek.  xviii. 
25.  Yet  ye  fay,  the  way  of  the  Lord  is  not  equal,  '&c.     And  ck>ads 
^  * '  hU  holii^Lcfi ;  Jam.  ii.  7.  Do  not  they  blafpheme  that  worthy  name,  by 
▼Wch  ye  are  callc4^. 
Q^  5.  What  doth  fin  dcferve  in  the  courfe  of  juftice  frara  God  ? 
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A.  It  dcfervcs  all  temporal  and  ctcrnaf  cffeQs  of  Gpd*sj?T3tbj  gn  y 
the  fouls  and  bodies  of  unners,  all  wHich  in  fcrigture  £o  under  tJ^  y 
name  of  death ;  Rbin.  ^^""23.  For  the  wages  of  fin  is  death,  &€." 

Q^6i  Cim  thefc  fufferinjgs^fatisfy  God  for  all  this  wrpQg  ?  «' 

A*  No,  they  cannot ;  and  therefore  they  muft,  and  (hall  be  ctcr*    \ 
nalon  thedamnc3"rMatthr  v.  26.  Verily,  1  ifay  unto  thee,  tfiou  } 
(balt*^  no  meanV  come  out  thence,  till  thou  haft  paid  the  uttermoft 
farthing.     Mark  ix.  44.  Where  their  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is 
not  quenched. 

Q.  7.  Shall  all  finncrs  bear  the  defert  of  their  fins !  ^*     f^ 

A.  No,  all  th'at  arTout  of  Chrift  (hall ;'  but  Chrift  hath  freed  be-    Jf 
liwreTFroha  it  i  John  fil.  18.  He  that  believeth  on  him  is  not  con- 
de'mncdf,  &c.  .     ^ 

Q.  8.  Butjsjt  not  hard,  that  finners  fhould  fuffer  eternally  for  the    1 
fins  of  a  fewy^ars  ?  a> 

A.  No,  it  is  not;  for  the  evil  of  fin.  is  not  to_be  mcafured  by  the    I 
time  in'whrcHTbuf  by  the  objcift  ;igainft  wbicjb  it^iscgmmitted  j  JPfal: 
ii«  4i  5»  Againft  thee,  thee  only  have  I  finned,  and  done  tliis  evil  in 
thy  fight,  ^c. 

0.9.  What  learn  we  from  hence? 

A.  Hence  in  the  firft  place  we  learn  the  impofll.bility  of  fatisfying   Y 
God's  juftice  for  the  leaft  fin  that  ever  we  committed  •,  Job  vii.  lo.    \ 
I  have  finned,  what  fhall  I  do  unto  thee  ?  &c.  Plalm  cxxx,  3,  If  ^ 
thou,  Lord,  Ihoaldft  mark  iniquity^  O  Lord,  who  (hall  Hand  } 

Q.  10.   What  is  (he  fecond  inftru£Hon hence  i  f- 

A.  Hence  we  fee  thcjaeccffity  of  a  Mediator  betwixt  God  and  tis;  ,1 
Pfalmxl/6,  7.  SairlfTce  and  offering  thou  didft  not  defire,  &c.  Then 
faid  I,  Lo,  I  come :  in  the  volume  of  the  book  it  is  written  of  me. 

Q.  1 1.  What  is  the  third  inftruftion  hence  ?  ^. 

A.  That  thc'greateft  fufiering  is  rather  to  be  chofcn  than  the  leaft  J 
fin;  HebVxi.  25.  Chufing  rather  to  fuSer  affliction  with  the  people' 
of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pl^afures  of  fin  fi:>r  a  feafon. 

Q.  12.   What  is jhe fourth  inftruftioahfioce?  ^ 

A.  It  tcacheth  us  whii^  invaluable  mercy  the  full,  free,  and  final  V 
f coiifiipiUifl  fio  is  i  Pfamxxxii.  i.  Blefied  is  he  whofe  traoigrefiion 
is  forgiven,  and  whofe  fin  is  covered,  {^r. 

Q^  1 3.  What  is  the  fifth  inflru£tion  hence  ? 

A.  It  vindicates  God  in  his  fevereft  ftrokes  on  finners ;  Hof.  vi;    Y 
Therefore  have  I  hewed  them  by  the  prophets  :  \  have  fiain  them  by 
the  words  of  my  mouth,  and  thy  judgments  are  as  the  light  that  go^ 
eth  forth. 

Q.  14.  What  is  the  laft  inflkruaipn  ? 

^^v  Hence  weH^am  the  infinite  nature  of  Chrift'sfufiTeringss  Rom. 
vl'n.  32.  He  that  (pared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  hiro  up 
for  us  all^  how  fhall  he  not  with  him  alfo  freely  give  us  all  things  ? 
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f^  A»  Exp^iiim  of  Oi  AffnMifi  QUich^. 

Of  what  God  requires  of  us* 

Qacft.  85.  TTIT'^^^  ^-^  ^^^  rcquirtA£uf,  that  wc  may  efiape 

YY     HTs  wrath  and  cprfcdujejftjis„£w.fin  ? 
'      A.  ?"«  ^/i^^  /^^  wrj/^  fl^ji/  ^urje  of  God  due  to  us  for  Jm^  God  nquU 
I  nti  f  'tis  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift,^  repentcmce  unto  life^  Vfith  the  diligent  ufk 
\  ofoU  the  outward  means,  whereby  Chrifi  eomtnunicatetb  to  us  thehca^itsof 
;  redemption.    - 

Q.  I.  What  are  the  things  required  of  us  to  efcape  Goi^s  wrath 
and  curfe  due  to  us  for  fin  ? 

^.  The  thiDjif  required, of. m  ir^,  (i.)  Faith  in  Jefus  Chrjft;  Afts 
Xvj.  31.  And  they  faid.  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jdu«  Chrift,and  thou 
ibalt  be  faved,  and  thy  houfe.  (2.)  Repentance  for  fin  ;  A£b  iii.  1 9* 
Repent  ye»  therefore»  and  be  converted,  that  your  fins  may  be  blot- 
ted out)  &c.  (3.)  Diligent  Arjying  in  the  ufe  of  all  God's  afqK&nttd 
niieans  ;  Luke  xiii.  24.  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  Arait  gate  :  For  manyy 
(Ifay  unto  you,  (hall  ieekto  enter  in,  and  (ball  not  be  able. 

0^2.  Are  thefe  things  in  man's  power  to  perform^  that  God  re* 
qui'^es  of  him? 

^,  Ttiough  they  arc  our  dutiesy  yet  we  have  no  power  in  ourfelres 
by  nature  to  perform.  then|»  but  the  power  is  of  God  )  2  Cor.  id.  5, 
Not  j^at  we^arc  fufEcient  of  ourfelves  to  think  any  thing  as  of  our-» 
ijblves^but  our  fufficiencyjsof  God. 

(^  3*  But  if  men  be- in  Chrift,  and  juilified  from  eternity^  whal 
need  of  this? 

A.  Though  God  from  eternity  decreed^  and  Chrift  long.fince  {nir- 
^jbafed  the  fatvatioRof  tb^eled ;  yet  have  they  no  union  with  Chrift 
till  they  believe*.  Epb.  iii.  17.  That  Chrift  may  dwell  in  your  hearts 
by  faith,  that  ye  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  love.  Nor  remiffion 
of  (in^  A£ts  iii.  19.  That  your  fins  may  be  blotted  out,  when  the 
times  pf  refreihing  (hall  come  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord.  J|^( 
lie  under  wrath  as.  others  do  ;  Epb.  ii.v3,  12..  And  were  by  mtnre 
the  children  of  \\rath.  even  as  others.  Ver.  12.  That  at  that  time 
je  were  without  ChriiV^  being  aliens  from  the  common-wealth  of  I(^ 
^aei,  and  ftrapgers  from  the  covenants  of  promife^  having  no  hopc» 
and  without  ( lod  in  the  world. 

0^4.  If  it  be  God  that  can  only  work  thefe  graces  in  ns,  to  what 
PIVI>oi<  is  our  fixivJBg  ? 

A,  God's  working  doth  not  exclude  man's  ftrivbig,  but  mere  ex- 
dtesiapd  obliges  us  to  it ;  Phil.  ii.  1 2»  13.  Work  out  your  own  (alva- 
tion  with  fear  and  trembhng :  For  it  is  God  which  worketh  in  yoOy 
both  to  will  and  to  do,  of  his  own  good  pleafure. 

Q«  5«  To  what  purpofe  is  it  to  firive  m  the  ufe  of  means,  except  we 
knew  ye  were  elefted  f 

A.  The  knowledge  of  our  eleAion  is  not-antecedent  to  onr  dili- 
gence^ but  our  diligence  is  required  antecedently  to  that  knowledge  ; 
]  Pet^  i..j,o.  Wherefore  the  rather^  bretbrea,  give  diligence  to  make 
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your  caffiag  and  elefiion  fufe,  Sec. 

0^6.  b  it  notlegal  to  put  natural  men  npoa  l^iyitig  itt  the  Q&.tf 
meaos?  | 

^.  Ho,  k  is  hots  for  Clidft.  himfclf  .ci;^dnsJt.Ll»uke  xiii.  24*  1 
SrriTe  €0  ebtei*  in  at  the  ftrait  gate,  &c.  And  (o  did  the  apoftles  after  j 
him  I  A£b  viii.  22.  Repeat  therefore  of  fHu  thy  wickednefi,  and  "^ 
pray  God,  if  perhaps  the  thought  of  tfay  bea^t  may  be  forgiv^h  thee. 

Q^y.  Isjhere  no  ^fcaping  of  God's  wrath  ^nd  caffe  Without  &ith 
and  repentance  ?        ~* 

A.  No,  it  js  impoffibk  toefcape  them  ;  John  lii.  ig.  He  thS^t  b^-  r 
licTeth  n6t,Ts  condemned  already.     Heb.  u.  3.  How  (hall  we  ttz%pt  If 
wencgleft  fo  great  falvation  ? 

Q^  8.  But  if  a  man  reform  his  life,  and  live  foberly  ahd  jiiftly 
for  time  to  come,  may  he  not  that  way  efcape  tod'^  wrath  and 
curfc?  "^ 

A.  No ;  fobricty  and  reformation  arc  daties,  but  5t  is  faith  and  re-^ 
generation  ttrat  puts  lAen  into  Chrift,  arid  out  of  danger;  Matth.  V- 
20.  Except  your  rlghteoufnefs  (hall  exceed  the  righteoufnefs  of  the   j 
Scribes  and  Pharifees,  ye  lliall  in  no  cafe  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  i 
heaven.  Tit.  iii.  5.  Not  by  works  of  righteoufnefs.  whfch  We  have  1,. 
done,  but  according  toTiTs  mercy  he  faved  its,  by  the  wailiing  of  re-  ^ 
gcnefJiTon "and  renewing. of  ^Uc  Holy  Ghoft. 

0^9.  Do  all  believing  and  penitent  finners  efcape  G6d*s  wrath 
and  curfe  ? 

A.  Yes,  they  do,  and  ihall  for  ever  elbape  it )  Rom,  viii.  i.  "There 
is  therefoWtioW  no  condemnation  tothem  which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
&c.  CoL  i.  12,  13.  Giving  thanks  unto  God  the  Father,  wUch  hath 
made  us  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritaxlce  of  the  faints  in  fight; 
who  hath  delivered  us  firom  the  power  of  darknefs,  and  hath  tranilat* 
ed  us  into  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  Son.  John  v.  24.  Jle  that  hear-" 
eth  my  word,  and  beUeveth  on  him  that  fent  me,  hath  everlaftiiig! 
life,  and  (hall  not  come  into  condemnation;  but  is  pafled  from  deat)i- 
unto  life. 

(^  ro.  What  is  the  firft  inference  herice  ? 

^4  Hence  it  appears  how  falfe  and  dangerous  the  Antinomian  doc-  ' 
trine  js^wluch  teaches  that  our  fins  are  pardoned  before  they  are  com^ 
mlttedjj  or  .we  either  believe  or  repent;  contrary  to  Afts  xxvi.  i8« 
To  open  their  eyes,  and  to  turn  them  from  darknefs  unto  light,  tod 
from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God,,  that  they  may  receive  forgiVenefii. 
of  fin,  and  inheritance  among  them  which  are  fan£tified  by  faith  that 
is  in  me.  James  v.  ao.  He  which  converteth  the  finner  from  the  er* 
ror  of  his  way,  (hall  fave  a  foul  from  death,  &c.  A£h  x.  43.  To  him 
give  ^1  the  prophets  witnefs,  that  through  his  name  whofoever  believ- 
eth  in  him  ihall  receive  remiffion  of  fins. 

Q^  n..  What  is  the  fecond  inference  hence? 

A.  Hence  ft  follows,  that  it  is  dangerous  on  the  one  fide  not  to 
firive  in  all  the  ways  of  duty  for  Chrift  and  falvation,  contrary  to 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Sttfl  An  Eitp^ition  rf  the  J/tmil/s  CaiKki/m. 

Luke  xiii.  24.  Strive  to  epter  in  at  the  flrait  gate;  for  manyi  I  faj 
unto  you»  will  feek  to  enter  ioi  and  (hall  not  be  able.  And  as  dan« 
gerouSf  on  the  other  fide,  to  reft  in,  and  depend  on  our  own  works 
apd  dtities ;  Phil.  lii.  9.  And  be  found  in  him,  not  having  mine  own 
righteoulnefsi  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  through  the  fauth 
of  Chrift,  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  Cod  by  faith. 
^,   Q^  I  a.  What  is  the  third  inference  hence  i 

A.  Hence  we  learn  the  paiferable  ftate  of  all  jinbcljcyersj  and  jm- 
pcnitent  perfons j  the  curfe  and  wrath  of  God  lies  upon  themj^  GaU 
/  iii.  10.     For  as  many  ^  are  of  the  works  of  the  law  are  under  the 
curfe.  &c*  And  their  mittimus  for  hell  is  already  made }  Joho  iii.  i8* 
He  that  believeth  not,  is  condemned  already* 
y    Qi.  ^^3*  ^hat  is  the  fourth  inference  hence  .^ 
•       Ji.  Hence  we  learn  the  happy  ftate  into  which  faith  and  repentance 
J,  bring  the  fouls  of  men  ;  Afts  xiii.  38,  39.  By  him  all  that  believe  are 
juftificd  from  all  things,  from  which  ye  could  not  be  juftified  by  the 
law  of  Mofes, 

Of  favlng  Faith. 

I  Qoeft.86.  irTrrHATisfaithin  JefusChrift? 
J  W     ^-  Faith  in  Je/us  Chrjfl  is.  a/aving  grace ^  nuhre* 

r  -^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  j^^-  alone jhrjalvatioft,  as  he  is  offered  to  us  in 

^^  I .  What  is  the  root  or  caufe  of  faith  f 

-^Not  the  power  of  man's  will  j  Ep£.  ii.  8-  For  by  grace  are  yc 
fared  through  faith,  and  that  not  of  vourfelves;  it  is  the  gift  of  God: 
But  the  Spirit  of  God.  Gal.  v.  22.  But  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love, 
joy,  lQqg-fu0ering,  gentlenefs,  goodnefs,  faith.  John  i.  12,  13*  But 
as. many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  become  the  fons 
of  God,  even. to  them  that  believe  on  his  name ;  which  were  bom, 
not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flefli,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but 
of  God. 

Q^  2.  How  doth  the  Spirit  of  God  ordinarily  produccjfaith  ? 

4tt»  By  the  preaching  of  the  word  he  ordinarily  begets  it  j  Rom.  x. 
17.  Faith  cometh  by  hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  word  of  God; 
though  fometim!es  he  doth  it  immediately. 
.  Q.  3,  Who  are  the  proper  fubjefts  of  fiiith  ? 

Ji.  Convinced  and  feniible  finners  are  the  proper  fubjefts  of  faith ; 
John  xvl.  8,  9,  10.  And  when  he  is  come,  he  will  reprove  the  world 
of  fin,  of  righteoufnefs,  and  of  judgment.  Of  fin,  becaufe  they  be- 
lieve not  on  me :  of  righteoulnefs,  becaufe  I  go  to  my  Father,  and  ye 
fee  me  no  more:  of  judgment,  becaufe  the  prince  of  this  world  is 
judged. 

Q;  4.  What  is  the  feat  or  habitation  of  faith  ? 

j4.  Not  only  the  head  or  underftanding,  but  principally  the  heart 
apd  will  J  Rem,  x.  xo.  With  the  heart  man  believeth  upto  righteouf- 
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nelsy&c.  AAs  viii.  37.  And  Philip  f^d.  If  thou  believed  with  all 
thine  heart,  thou  majeft. 
(^  5.  But  18  not  the  affent  of  the  underftandiogJxuc  .faith  ?  ^ 

^  The  mere  aflent  of  the  underftanding  to  the  truths  of  fcrigturc,  \| 
is  not  fuch  a  "filth  aT  will  fave  the  foul ;  Janies  ii.  19.  Thou  believeft  w 
that  tSorelffl  one  God ;  thou  doft  well:  the  devils  alfo  believe^  and  I 
tremble. 

0^6.  What  is  the  aft  of  faith  that  juftifies  a  finncr  ?  r 

A.  Itisthc^rec(3^i^^  j 

the  hearfthat juflifi  John  i.  12.  But  as' many  as  received  bim^ 

to  them  gave  ne  power  to  become  the  fons  of  God^even  to  them  that 
believe  on  his  name. 

0^7.  What  is  the  objeft  of  faith  ? 

A.  The  primary  obje£t  of  faith  is  thej)crfonof  Chriftj  and  the  fe-   ^^ 
condary^c  his  benefits  \  Ifa.  xlv.  22.  Look  unto  me  and  be  faved,  all 
tbeendTof  the  earth,  &c.    Phil.  iii.  8,9.  Tea,  doubtlefi,  and  I 
count  all  things  but  lofs,  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord :  For  whom  I  have  fufiered  the  lofs  of  all 
things,  and  do  count  them  but  dung  that  I  may  win  Chrift,  and  be   | 
found  in  him,  not  having  mine  own  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  the   ' 
law,  but  that  which  ir  through  the  faith  of  Chrift ;  the  righteoufnefs  | 
which  is  of  God  by  faith.  ' 

Q.  8.  May  not  a  man  look  partly  to  Chrift^  and  partly  to  his  «owQ  \ 
works  and  duties  for  righteoufnefs  r  f 

A.  No'i  Tie  rauIF'  eye  Chrift  only,  and  exclude  all  pthcrsj  or  he 
cannot  be  TuHTfied  ;  Phil.  iii.  9.  And  be  found  in  him,  not  having 
mine  own  righteoufnefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  through 
the  faith  of  Chrift:  The  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith  Rom. 
iv.  5.  But  to  him  that  worketh  not,  but  believeth  on  him  that  jufti-  | 
£eth  the  ungodly,  his  faith  is  counted  for  righteoufnefs. 

Q.  9.  Is  it  enough  to  eye  the  perfon  of  Chrift  only  in  believing  ? 

A,  No}  we  muft  eye  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  as  clothed  with  all  his 
offices;  A£b  xvi.  31.  Arid  they  faid,  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jefus 
ChnlF,  and  thou  (halt  be  ftved,  and  thine  houfe.  Our  ignorance  ''' 
needs  him  as  a  prophet^  war  guilt  as  a  prieft,  our  fins  and  en^iaies  ^  ' 
aking^  ■ 

Q*  10.  Is  true  faith  exclufive  of  all  fears  and  doubts  f 

A.  No  ;  it  is  riotj  but  true  believers  are  troubled  with  many  fears  -^ 
^"l^jlQuStings^Tfa.  1.  10.  Who  is  he  among  you  that  feareth  the 
Lwd,  that  obeyeth  the  voice  of  his  fcrvant,  that  walketh  in  darknefs^ 
and  hath  no  light.  Sec.  Mark  ix.  24.  And  ftraightway  the  Father  of 
the  child  crieth  out  with  tears.  Lord,  I  beKevc,  help  thou  mine  un- 
belief. '     . 

Q.  1 1.  Is  no  man  aflually  juftified  till  he  believe  ? 

A.  No,  he  cannot  be  juftifie d  aftually  till  he  believe  aftually;  Gal. 
w«  aa/ But  tEe' ifcripturc  hath  concluded  all  under  fin,  that  the  pro- 
Hiifc  by  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift  might  be  given  to  them  that  bciicv©. 
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:  Jphn  Si.  18    He  thatt  bclicvetb  on  hini»  is  not  coodemned :  But  he 

0  that  believeth  not  is  condemned  already,  becaufe  he  hath  not  believed 

'  in  the  name  of  the  onljr  begotten  Son  of  God. 

Q.  I2»  Is  e^erj  man  that  belLeyes  juftificd  iaunediatelj  and  fully 

'  npoolus  believing  ? 

'       A,  Yes,  he  is ;  Rom.  v.  i.  Therefore  being  juftified  by  faith,  we 

^  bave  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  ^Jefus  Chrift.  John  v.  24. 
He  that  heareth  my  words,^and  believeth  on  him  that  fent  me,  bath 
cverl^iiig  life^  aiid  (hall  not  come  into  condemnation  v  but  is  pafled 
frooi  death  wto  life. 

I       Qi  13.   W  bat  IS,  the  true  charafter  or  dcfcription  of  a  believer  ? 
A,  He  is  one  that,  having  been  convinced  of  this  fin  and  mifery, 

•  and  of  his'own  and  all  other  creatures  inability  to  fave  him,  and  of  the 
abilify  and  willingnefs  of  Chrift  to  fave  him,  lets  go  all  hold  and  de- 
pendence on  creatures^  and.  his  own  righteogfQefi,  and  caiis  himfelf 

'  '  entirely  upon  Chrift  for  righteoufnef^andL  life. 

Of  the  Properties f  Signs,  and  Means  of  Faith*    . 
(  Queft.  I.  \X7"HAT  is  the  firft  property,  of  61  th  ? 
!  W    '^-  ^^  *s  *  °^^ft  precious  gt^ace  5  2  Pet.  L  !•  To 

I    li&em  that  have  obtained  like  precious  faith  wirh  us^  Sec  And  mvft 
J   needs  be  fo,  feeing  it  is  the  bond  of  our  union  with  Chrift  j  Eph.  iii. 
17.  That  Chrift  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  feith,  that  ye  being  root-   i 
ed  and  grounded  in  love.     That  by  which  we  arejuftified;  Rom.  v. 
,-1.  Therefore  being  juftified  byTaiRiV'Sc.  And  that  by  which  our 
"^     fouls  do  live  •,  Heb.  ii.  4*  The  juft  (hall  live  by  faith* 
0%^  2.  What^s  the  fejtond^operty  of  faving  faith  ? 
*'        Ai  The  Tecond  property  of  faith  is  this,  that  itk  the  moft  ufefiil  j 
grace  in  this  world  to  a  beUeyer,  it  being  the  foul's  eye  y.  Heb.  xi.  27. 
'By  faith  he  forfook  Egypt,  not  fearing  the  wrath  of  the  king :  For  he 
^.  endured,  as  feeing  him  who  is  invifible,  &c.     It^is^hard  tos^prchcnd 
'^    Chri(l  i  Phil.  iii.  12.  That  I  may  apprehend  that  for  which:  alfo  I  am 
.^>  apprehended  of  Chrift  Jefus.     It  is  cordial  in  a  fainting  feafoh.;  Pfal. 

^      Mvii.  3. 1  had  fainted  unlefs  Ih"aa^^lleved,  tCt.  * 

Q.  3.  What  are  the  foundations  that  fupport  faith  ? 
A,  The  firft  foundation  pr  prop  of  faith,  is  the  power  otXSod; 
Rom.  iv.  20;  21.  He  ftaggered  not  at  the  promife  through  unbelief, 
but  was  ftrong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to  God.  And  being  fully  per- 
iuaded,  that  what  he  had  prooiifed,  he  was  able  alfo  to  perform.  Hch. 
yii  25.  He  is  able  alfo  to  ftve  them  to  the  uttermoft  that  come  unto 
God  by  him,  &c. 

Q.  4.  W  hat  IS  the  fecond  prpp  of  faith  ? 

A.  The  "^mth  and  fairhfiiliiefs  oiF  God  in  his  promiles ;  Heb.  3L  23% 
Let  us  hold  faft  the  profcfEon  of  our  faith  without  wavering,  for  he  is 
faithful  ti.at  hath  prom;fed,  Heb.  vi.  18.  That  by  two  immutable 
things,  in  which  it  was  impoifibie  for.  God  to.lie,  we  might  have  a 
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firoDg  confolationi  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  laj  hold  opbn  tkf 
hope  ict  before  us.  "' 

5.  What  encourages  the  faith  of  the  faints? 


yf.Thc  irianHoUrfweet,  and  fenfibfe  experiences  of  othersj  ^fiifaft  ^ 
kxi?.  14.  Thou  breakcft  the  heads  ofXiviathan'mpIcc^^^^  ' 

him  to  be  meat  for  the  people  inhabiting  the  wildemefs.     And  efg^B^ 
dally  their  own  experiences  ;  Jofh.  xxi3.  14.  Te  know  In^allyouf  b 
hearts,  andf  in  afi  your  foulsi  that  not  one  thing  hath  fiiiled^of  aD  th<l  j 
good  things  which  the  Lord  your  God  fpake  concerning  you  ;  all  ix% 
come  to  ^s  unto  you,  and  not  one  thing  hath  failed  thereof! 
0^6.  What  is  the  firft  fign  of  a  weak  faith  ? 

J,  Sta^erlngs  in  our  ailent  to  divine  truths,  argue  the  weaknefi  (] 
of&it^;  Rom.  Tv.  ib.  He  ftaggered  not  at  the  promife  of  God  ' 
through  unbelief)  but  was  ftrong  in  faith,  Arc. 

0^7.  Whatis  theiecond  fign  of  a  weak  faith?  / 

Ap  Inability  to  truft  God  in  time  of  _  danger,  evidenced  by  finiiil  ^ 
hafte  to  avoia~it }  Ifa.  xxviiiriS.  He  that  beiieveth,  ffaaU  not  make     ' 
hafte." 

(^8.  What  is  the  third  fign  of  a  weak  flith  ?  ^ 

A.  Whcp'we  cannot  live*  purely  by  faith,  except  we  have  fome  J 
fenfible  encouragement  i  John   xx«  25.  Except  I  fhall  fee   in  hit  ^^ 
hands  the  print  of  the  nails,  and  put  my  finger  into  the  print  of  the 
nails,  and  thruft  my  hand  into  his  fide,  I  will  not  believe. 

q!j).  W  hat  is  the  fourth  fign  of  a  weak  faith  ? 

A.  When  a  .pew  temptation  makes  us  eafily  let  go  oar  former 
co^Sd^e^  Luke  xxiv.  21.  But  we  trufted  that  it  had  been  ht  ^ 
whichflSould  have  redeeiped  Ifrael :  And  bcfides  all  thift,  to-day  ii 
the  third  day  fince  thefe  things  were  done. 

Q^io.  Whatjs  the  fifth  fign  of  a  weak  fiiith  ?  ^ 

A.  The^eyalence  of  carnal  feai'Sj  in  times  of  troubk,  ai^es  weak  ^ 
i^ithi  Matthrviii.  a6.  And  he  faith  unto  them.  Why  are  ye  fearful^  ' 
OTTofUttk  faith?  Ufc. 

Q.  1 1.  What  is  the  Gxth  fign  of  a  weak  faith  ? 

A.  Too  much  carefulnefs  and  anxiety  about  the  things  of  this  lift| 
Matth.  VI*'  30. 'Wherefore  if  God  fo  clothe  the  grafs  of  the  fields 
which  to-day  19,  and  to-morrow  is  caft  into  the  oven,  {ball  he  not 
much  more  clothe  you,  O  ye  of  little  faith  ? 

Q.  1 2.   What  is  the  firft  benefit  of  a  ftrong  fiuth  f 

A.  A  flrongfaith  gives  much  glory  to  6od ;  Rom.  iv.  19^  S^    ' 
And  being  not  weak  ib  faith,  he  confidered  not  his  own  body  no# 
(lead,  when  he  was  about  an  hundred  years  old,  neither  yet  the 
deadnefi  of  Sarah^s  womb.     He  ftaggered  not  at  the  promife  of  OoA 
through  unbelief;  but  was  ftroi^g  in  ^ith,  giving  glory  to  God. 

(^13.   What  w  the  fccond  benefit  of  a  ftrong  &th  ? 

A.  It  g^ves  the  ibul  the  ravifliing  forefight  ztkd  foretaftes  of  hiea;; 
^c&upoo  earth}    Pet.  1.  t.  Whom  having  not  feeo,  ye  love;  iti.J' 

voITtl   ^  '      hi      ' 
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whom  though  now  yc  fee  bim  pot,  yet  belicving^e  rejoice  with  joy 

unfpeakable,  and  full  ofgloiy.   "^"       "    " . 

Q.  14,  What  U  the  lafi  office  faith  doth  for  a  believer  in  this 

WfilW?  "  

J  A.  It  fupports  and  encourages  him  at  death  by  the  promifcs,  when 
aU  other  cofciforts  fail ;  Hcb.  xi.  13.  Thcfe  all  diedlh  ?aith,  not  hav- 
ing received  the  prooiifes^  but  having  feen  them  afar  off",  and  were 
perfuaded  of  them,  and  embraced  them,  and  confefled  that  they  were 
(b'angers  and  pilgrims  on  the  earth. 

Of  Javtng  Repentances 

Queft.  87.  ^TT  THAT  is  repentance  unto  life  ? 

yy       A.  Repentance  'unto  UJe  ITa  faving  grace^  ivherch 
ajlnner,  ouijfa  trm  fi^iff^^^^^JIPx  ^"J  apprehettpm  rfihe  vurcyof^J^ 
in  iJhripy  doth  nu'ith  jgrief  and  hatred  of  his  Jin  ^  turnJrpsutJintoGodt 
with  JuU puirpofe  of^  and  endeavour  after  nenv  obcdunce, 
'•  Q-^i.  Who  is  the  author  of  faviqg  repentance? 

A.  The  Spirit  of  God  is  the  author  of  it ;  the  heart  by  nature  is 
fo  hard,  that  none  but  the  Spirit  can  break  it  j  Ezek  xxxvL  26,  27. 
A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  you,  and  a  hew  fpirit  will!  put  within 
you  :  And  I  will  take  away  the  ftony  heart  out  of  your  fleA,  and  I 
will  give  you  an  heart  of  flelh.  And  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within 
you,  &c. 

0^2.  In  what  afl:  doth  all  true  repentance  beg jn  ? 

A.  It  b^ns  in  atrujg.  fight  and  fenfe  of  fin,  and  the  danger  and  mi- 
fety  we  are  m  by  fin  \  A£b  ii.  37rNbw  when  they  heard  this,  they 
verepncEed  in  their  hearts,  &c. 

0^3.  Why  doth  God  work  (uch  a  fenfe  of  fin  an4j'?'r?'7^ 

A.  He  doth  it  to  make  Chrift  dcfirable  in  the  finnerVeyes,,that  he 
inav  fly  to  him;  Matth.  ix.  12,  13.  But  when  Jefus  heard  that,  be 
laid  unto  them,  They  that  be  whole  need  not  a  phyfician,  but  they 
that  arc  fick.  But  go  ye,  and  learn  wliat  that  meaneth,  and  I  will 
have  mercy,  and  not  facrificc ;  for  I  am  not  come  to  call  the  rightc* 
pus^  but  0nners  to  repentance. 

0.4.  Is  the  fight  of  fin  fufficient  to  repentance  I  .      r  1 

-  -^.  No ;  there  muft  be  apprehenfion  of  mercy  and  fbrgivcncfs  j 
'with  God,  or"  elfe  no  man  can  fincerely  repent  5  Rom.  H.  4  Not  know- 
ing that  the  goodncfs  of  God  leadeth  thee  to  repentance.  And  tha 
mercy  muft  be  difcerned  in  and  through  Clirift  ;  Zech.  xii.  10.  An* 
they  fhall  look  upon  me  whom  ihey  have  pierced,  and  they  ftaB 
mourn  for  hin^  as  one  mourneth  for  his  only  fon,  and  (hall  be  in  bit>^ 
ternefs  for  him  as  one  that  is  in  bitternefs  for  his  firft-born.    . 

Q.  5.   Wherein  doth  repentance  chiefly  confift? 

A*  It  confifts  in  real  inward  furrow  for  fin,  as  committed  agaim 
God  i  Pfalm  li.  3, 4.  For  I  a^ckr  owlcdge  my  tranfgreffions,  and  m] 
&xi  is  ever  before  me«     Againft  thee,  thee  only  have  I  finned,  aM 
done  this  evil  in  thy  fight,  &c.    4  loathing  of  durfchcs  f^  it  1  if  ^*! 
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ixxvi.  31,  And  (hall  lothc  yourfclvcs  in  your  own  fight,  for  your' 
iniquities,  and  for  your  abominations.     And  of  our  bed  duties,  as  fin-  b  ' 
ful  and  infufficient  things  ;  Ifa.  laciv,  5,  6.   We  are  all  as  an  unclean 
thing ;  and  all  bur  riehteoufncflcs  are  as  filthy  rags,  &c. 

0^6.  Wherein  eUe  doth  it  confift  ?  ^ 

y^.  In  turning  fromCn,  as  Well  as  grievingjFQr  it  |  Ifa.  Iv,  7.  Let  j 
the  wicked^fbrfake  Eis  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts, 
&c.    Prov.  xxviij.  13.  He  that  covereth  his  fins,  (halLnot  proiper  ; 
but  whofo  confeflTeth  and  forfaketh  them,  ihall  have  mercy. 

0^7.  Is  turning  from,  fin  fufiicient?  ^ 

A.  No,  that  13  but  the  negative  part  of  religion.;  .there  muDt  be  al-  J 
foa  fipcerejuming  to  God  \  Pfalm  cxix.  59.  I  thought  on  my  ways, 
anJ  turned  my  feet  unto  thy  teftimonies  ;  Afts  xi.  23.  And  exhort- 
ed them  all,  that  with  purpofe  of  heart  they  would  cleave  unto  the 
Iiord. 

Q^8.  Is  all  forrow  for  fin  fimij^  ?  * 

A.  No  \  t^re  is  a  repentance  that  doth  no  good  •  Matth.  xxviL   jT 
3.  Then^cfer^whichTiadlBetrayed  him,  when  he  faw  that  he  was  ^ 
condemned,  repented  himfelf,  &c.     And  a  ftfp^ntance  .unto  life  | 
Afts  xi.  iS.  Then  hath  God  alfo  to  the  Gentiles  granted  repentance* 
ttoto]ife« 

0^9.  What  are  the  figns  of  true  repentance  ?        '  ^.    i-^ 

A.  Fear  oTHii ;  care  to  preferve. ourfelves  from  it;  and  zeal  W  I 
honour  God  bynew  obedience*;  '2  Cor.  vii.  1 1.  For  behold,  this  felt  ^ 
lame  thing 'that  ye  forrowed  after  a  godly  fort,  what^'carefulnefs  it 
wrought  in  you ;  yea,  what  clearing  of  yourfelves ;  yea,  what  indig- 
nation ;  yea,  what  fear ;  yea,  what  vehement  defire ;  yea,  what  zeal ; 
yea,  what  revenge  ?  In  all  things  you  have  approved  yourfelves  to  be 
clear  in  this  matter. 

Q^  10.  Is  there  a  necefEtj^pf  repentance,  in  order  to  forgivenefJ?  \- 

A.  Yes,  "fficre^k  ;^/and  they  are  therefore  conjoined  in  fcripture  ;  I 
A£b  V.  3irTbr  to  give  repentance  to  Ifrael,  and  forgiVenefs  of  fins,  ^ 
And  deftruftion  threatened  to  the  impenitent ;  Luke  xiii.  3.  Except 
ye  repent,  ye  fliall  all  likewife  perifh. 

Q^  1 1 .  What  is  the  firft  inference  hence  ? 

A  That  It  is  a  falfc  do<ftrine  which  teaches  us  that  fins  arc  aftualr  . 
ly  fcM'given  from  eternity';  and  therefore  no  need  either  of  repentancj  | 
or  priajer,  fave  only  for  the  manifeftation  of  pardon.  •  ^} 

QV^ii.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  hence  ?  ... 

A*  That  an^ard  heart  Is  a"  dreadful  fi^n  of  a  loft  ftate  of  fouU  ' 
Rom.  ii.  5.  But  after  thyhardiiefir  and  impenitent  heart,  treafiit*eft 
up  uRtd  thyfelf  wrath  agafnft  the  day  of  wrath,  and  t*evelation  of  the 
righteous  judgment  of  God. 

0^13.  What  is  the  laft  inference,  hence  ? 

/I.  ThaMtherc   is  no  caufe  to  defpair  of  the  vileft  finpcr,  feeing 
there  is^wer  enough  in  the  Spirit  of  God  to  break  the  hardcfthprt; 
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Ezek.  zxxvi.  2$.  I  wSltake  away  the  ftony  heart  out  of  your  flefh, 
a^d  I  will  give  yon  an  heart  of  flefii. 

I  Of  ChriJ^s  Ordingneef. 

.Queft.  88.  TTT^AT  are  the  outward  mcaDs  whcrcBy  Chrift 
"^  W    communlcateth  to  us  the  benefits  of  rc3emp- 

!       A*  The  outvi^rd  and  ordinary  ntfans  whereby  ChriB  communlcateth  t9 

us  the  hen^ts  of  redeinpt'ton,  are  his.  ordinances  g  e/peclaJly^  the  word^Jacro" 

mentSf  and  prayer  ;  ail  which  are  made  ^eBual  to  thfjl^Jor.  Jaivciti9n. 

(^i.  What  makes  any  thing  become  a  divine  pr$lin40fe  r 

;       A*  The  inftitution  or  appointment  of  Cody  is  that  alone  which 

jnakes  a^vlne  ordrnance:  Matth.  xxviiT.  ao.*  Teaching  them  to  ob- 

,  £er«e  all  tlun^  wTiatloever  I  have  commanded  you,  &c. 

Q.2.  Are  the  infiitutions  of  all  ordinances  alike  cjear  in  fcrip> 
rcj? 

A,  No;_SomeaiJc  more  cxj^icitly  and  clearly  revjal^d  in^fiyiptarc 
than  ot&er$;  as'thc  Ix)rd's  fiipper  is  more  clear  than  bagtifm :  But 
whatever  b^^h  fcripturerwarrant^  in  the  words  or  confequenccj  is  of 
jlvTiie  arpoi  itment. 

0^3    Mi^y  not  men  inftitutc  ordinances  of  divine  worfhip  ? 
A*  No  i  tills  in  fcripture  is  condenmed  as  will-wor(hip^}  0)1.  ii* 
tO>  22>  13*  Wherefore  if  ye  be  dead  with  Chrift  from  the  rudiments 
df  the  world  j  why»  as  though  living  in  the  world,  are  ye  fut^e^l  to 
ordinance^'?  &c.  Which  things  indeed  have  a  (hewof  wifdom  in  will* 
worlhip,  '&c. 
,'      Q,  4.  Why  cannot;  man  inftitute  a  divine  ordinance? 
I    .    Jt^iit  cannot  ^do  it,  becauTe  it  is  the  prcro^tivc  belonging  to 
j   Chrift's  kingly  office;  Matth.  xxviii.  20.   Teaching  them  to  obime 
fll  things  whatfbever  I  have  commanded  you. 
p.  5,  For  what  other  reafon  cannot  man  doit? 
';       A   Becaufe  he  cannot  blefs  them)  and  make  them  eflfe^al  to  their 
J  C^dH:  but  they  will  be  in  vain  ;  Afatth.  xv.  9/  But  iii  vain  do  they 
wdrOiIp  ft)e,  teaching  for  dofh'ines  the  commandments  of  men. 
Qj^  i>.  Why  are  the  ordinances  called  means  of  falvation  ? 
■'^     /i^  Becaulebjand  tbropgh  them.. the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  convcyi 
fciritual  graces  ioto  men's  fouls  j  i  Cor.  i.  21.  It  pl^afed  God,  by  th« 
fobiiOinels  "of  preaclungi  to  fave  them  that  believe,  i  Cor.  iii*  5* 
Who  then  is  Paiili  and  who  is  A  polios,  but  minidcrs  by  whom  yc 
believed,  even  as  thp  Lord  gave  to  cve>y  man  ? 
<X  7.  Whence  is  the  virtue  of  ordinimces  ? 
AU  It  is  not  in.  and  from  themfelves,  or  the  gifts  and  abilities  of 
him  that  adminifiers  them,  tut  from  the  ble|5ng"a|;\d  SgHt  of  the 
Lord  ;  1  Cor.  iii.  7.  Neither  is  he  that  planteth  any  thtniji  neither  he 
tha.t  watereth,  but  God  that  givetli  the  increaft. 

Q.  1.  Do  all  God's  ordinances  attain  their  end } 
i     A.  Yes ;  there  is  Qone  of  them  m  vain,  but  ^Q  attaiq  thetr  end,  i^ 
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the  falntion  or  damnation  of  all  that  come  lender  th^nii  Ifa.  Iv.  lO| 
\TrT0r2s  tiic^  rain  comcih  down,  and  the  fnow  from  heaven,  and 
rerurnet^npt  thither^i  but  watcreth  the  earth,  and  maketh  it  bring 
forth'vid  bud,  that  it  may  give  feed  to  the  fower,  and  bread  to  the  ( 
eOTt'f^o  fliairniy  word  be,  that  gocth  fortii  out  of  my  mouth:  It  I 
iHair  not  return  unto  mevoM^  but  it  (hall  accompli(h  that  which  I 
pleare,  and  ft  ihall  profper  in  the  thing  whereto  I  fend  it    2  Cor.  ii« 
I  J,  16.  For  wc  arc  unto  God  a  fwect  lavour  of  CWRjJn  them  that 
are  favecT^'and  in  them  that  perifh  :    To  the  one  w;e  are  the  favod: 
of  ffeifch  tfnto  dcalK,  'and  to  the  other  the  favour  of  life  unto  life,  && 
(^  g.  Aire  inftituted  ordinances  the  only  nacans  of  falvatlqn? 
A*  They  arc  not  the  only  means;  for  God  can  convert  men  fa 
Chrift  without  them;  Aftsik  4,  5,  And  he  fellto  the  earth,and  heard  a^ 
voice  faying*'unto  him,  Saul,  Saul,  why  pecfecuteft  thou  me?  And  he 
faid.  Who  art  thou  Lord  ?  And  the  JLord  faid,  I  am  Jefus,  whom 
thou  perfecuteft .'  tt  fs  hard  for  thee  to  kick  againd  the  pri^cks.  Biit  they  W 
are  the  ordinary  rtancliog^mcans;    Rom.  x.  14,  15.  How  then  (hall  J 
they  call  oh  hlrnV  iiirwRom  IHey  have  not  bfclieved?    And  bow  (hail 
they  believe  in  him,  of  whom  they  have  not  heard  ?    And  how  IkaQ 
they  hear  without  a  preacher  ?    And  bow.  ihall  they  preach,  except 
theybcfcnt?  &c. 
Q^  10.  To  whpcp  arc  the  ordinances  made  effcftual  to  falvaCton?    \r 
A.  To  all  God's  cleft  they  are  effcftual  to  falvation,  and  to  them  j 
only  J  jAflis  xiii.  48.     As  many  as  were  ordained  to  eternal  life,  be-  "^ 
lieicd.    John  x.  2$.  But  ye  believe  not,  bccaufe  ye  are  not  of  my 
flieep,  &c. 
(^11.  What  is  th^  firft  inftruftipn  froni  hence  ?  f 

A.  That  great  preparation  is  due  to  all  the  ordinances^  belbre  we  i 
engage  ifiTncin;  j[ob  xi.  13,  14,   If  thou  prepare  thme  Veart,'and  ^ 
lbct3r  cmt  thiheTiahds  towards  him.  If  iftiquity  be  ill  thine  hand,  ptut 
it  far  away,  and  let  not  wickednefs  dwell  in  thy  taberhades.  t  Chrol^ 
xxix.  18.  And  prepare  their  heart  mito  thee. 
(^  11.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  from  hence  ?  ^ 

A,  That  great  reverence  is  due  to  God's  ordinances,  when  we  afc  '^ 
^^^ll?l!21.?-^iSS^-^  ^'^  ^  ^<^-Pf^^^??V  Ffalm  Ixxxix.  7.  GodiJsgrtfat^  ' 
to  t^  feared  in  the  aflfembly  of  the  faints ;  and  to  be  had  in  reverenc^ 
of  all  them  that  are  about  him. 
Q^  13.  What  is  the  third  inferericc  from  hence  ?  1  * 

A»  That  thofe  people  that  want  bi'dinances,  are  in  a  fad 'and  del^  | 
plorable'cbndition;    Eph.  ii.  1 1,  12.     Wherefore  remember  that  ye  >^ 
neing*  In  time  paft  Gentiles  In  the  'fi^flij  who  are  called  uricimimr 
tifion  by  that  which  is  called  the  circumcilion  in  the  fle(h  made  hj 
hands;  that  at  that  time  ye  were  without  Chrift,  being  aliens  from  the 
commonwealth  of  lirael,  and  Grangers  'from  the  covenants  of  promifet 
having  no  hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world* 
0^14.  What  is  the laft  inftnxftion  hence? 
4.  That  tfiolethat  perltH  in  the  midft  of  ordinances,  and  means  6f 
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falvatidnjWfllpcrifh  withjggrav^^^^^  Mat.  xi.  23.    And 

thou  Capernaum,  whidi  art  exalted  unto  heaven,  (halt  be  brought 
down  to  hell :  for  if  the  mighty  works,  which  have  been  done  in 
thiee,  had  been  dcme  in  Sodom,  it  would  have  remained  until  this 
day- 

Of  the  Word  read  and  heard. 

.  Queft.  89.   T  TOW  is  the  word  made  effectual  to  lalyation  ? 

Jhj.       A  'Yh'e  ^IritofGodmaVeih'tye  readings  }>J*fj^^ 
\  aaUy  the  preachings  Sf  *^  'word^  ah  ^eiiual  means  of  convincing  andcon^ 
verting Jtntiers:  'anaBu!I£ng  them  tip  in  holinefs  and  comfort^  through  faith 
untoJaivatMn, 
^       Ql^  I .  What  mean  jroji  jjy  the  word  ] 

A.  Bj  the  word  is  meant  tlie  word  of  God,  configned  to  writing  in 

(the  booE'of  tlie  Old  arid  New  Teftamentjwbicirfo  be 

jxiThTffere(rf)7  nien',  yet  i^  ho  other  than  t'hevery  wprdof  &)d|  and 
asTuch  to  be  receTved^  i  Xheff.  ii.  13.  For  this  caufe'alfo  thank  we 
God  without  ceaCng,  bepaiife  when  ye  received  the  word  of  God, 
which  ye  heard  of  us,  ye  received  \t  not  as  t^e  word  of  men }  but  (as 
it  is  in  truth)  the  word  of  God,  &c.  '     ' 

y  4  Q:^?*  Whence  is  the  efficacy  of  this  wgrd  ?  , 

\       A.  it  is  whoTTy  from  the  Spint'oFGod  that  it  becomes  effectual  to 
j   any  man*5  falyation  ;    i  Cor.  \i\\  6,  7.   T  have  planted,  and  Appllo3 
wateredi'IJut  T3od  gave  the  .incrcafe.   So  then,  neither  Is  he'  that 
planteth  any  thing,  neither  he  that  watereth  \   but  God  that  gtveth 
the  increafe. 

:  ,.  QL-3'  ^^  *^^  .f^^4^?fi.°^,.^^  fcriptiire  an  ordinance  of  jQo4Upr 

*  jnen^falvjitibnr    V        * * 

^  A.  Tesjiit  isi  Deut,  xyu.  19..  And  it  (hall  be  with  him,  and  he 
tbaUX  feed  therein  all  tbe;days  of  his  lifoj  that  he  may  learn  to  fear  the 
Lord  his  God,  to  keep  all  the  words  of  this  law,  and  theft  ilatutes  to 

I    do  them.  And  in  reading  of  it,  God  (bmetimes  comes  in  by  his  Spirit 
A'  to  men's  co'nverfion  i  AfU  vnT.  27,  28,  29. "  And  he  irofe  aUjcT  went, 

i  ^nd  heboid  a'm^n  of  Ethiopia,  an  eunuch  of  great  authority  under 
Candace  queen  of  the  Ethiopians,  who  had  the  charge  of  all  her  trea- 
fure,  and  had  come  to  Jerufalem  for  to  worfhip,  was  returning,  and 
fitting  in  his  chariot,  read  Ifaias  the  prophet.  Tlicn  the  Spirit  (aid  to 
Pbilp,  Go.nejir,  and  join  thyfelf  to  this  chariot,  &c. 

Q.  4.  Is  the  hearing  of  the  word  a  means  of  falyation  ? 

;  A.  Yes,ttTs5~IIay  Iv.  3.  IncHrie  your  ear,  and  come  unto  me  j 
])ear,  and  your  foul  Ihall  live,  &c.  i  Cor.  i.  21.  It  pleafed  God  by  the 
foolilbnefs  of  preaching,  to  fave  them  that  believe. 

r      Q:^  5'  To  what  end  is,the  word  ufeful  to  men  i 

]  *    A.  The  nrft  end  and  ufc  of  the  word  is  ro  convince  men  of  their 

>  fin  and  mifery  out  ofChrift  j*'!  Cor!  xiv.  24,  2'5."*B'urrralI  pfophefy, 
^nd  there  come  in  one  tliat  belleveth  not,  or  one  uj>learned,  he  is  con- 
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\wcd  of  3|11,  he  is  judged  of  all.     And  thus  arc  the  ftcrcts  of  his  X 
heart  made  inanifeft>  &c. 

Q^  6.  What  is  it  ufcfal  for,  befides  conviAion  ? 

A.  It  is  ufeTulTor  converfion,  as ^511  as  convidtipp  ;    Pfakn  xix.  7.  JT 
The  law  of  theXdf a  is  perfeft,  converting  the  foui,  &c.     Afts  xxvi.  j 
18.  To  turn  them  from  darkneis  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Sa« 
tan  unto  God,  &c. 

Q^  7.  Doth  the  wt>rd  convince  and  convert  all  that  hear,  it  ?  [^ 

A,  NO|^  but ihpfe.  only  that  are  ordained  to  eternal  life  %  Aftsxili.  ^ 
48.  As  many  as  were  ordained  to  eternal  life  believed. 

0.  8.  WhWclfe  is  the  word  ufcful  for  ?  r- 

A.  To  buiiaTup  thelairits  to  perfeAion  in  Chrift ;  Eph.  !▼.  1 1,  I2»  I 
13.  AndlETegave  Ibme  apoftles,  and  fome  prophets,  and  ibme  evan- 
gclifts,  and  fome  paftorsj  and  teachers  \  for  the  perfe£ting  of  the  faints, 
for  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Chrift  ? 
till  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect  man ;  unto  the  meafure  of  the  ftature  of 
the  fulne(s  of  Chrift.  AAs  xx.  32.  And  now,  brethren,  I 
commend  you  to  God,  and  to  the  word  of  his  grace,  which  is 
able  to  build  you  upi  and  give  you  an  inheritance  among  all  them  that 
are  fan£tified. 

Q^p.  May  the  common  people  read  the  fcriptures  ?  ;- 

A*  TosjitTs, a  duty. commanded  bj  Chrift  3  John  v.  39.  Search  J 
the  fcriptures,  &c.     And  commended  by  the  apoftle ;  A£b  xvii.  1 1* 
Thefe  were  more  noble  than  thofe  in  TheiTalonica,  in  that  they  re- 
ceived the  word  with  all  readinefs  of  mind,  and  fearched  the  fcriptures 
daily,  whether  thofe  things  were  fo. 

Q^io.  Is  it  their  duty  or  liberty  alfo  to  preach  it  ?  , 

/i.  No,  itTs'nbY;  for  befides  abilities  for  that  work,  there  mnft  be  h 
a  call  5  tComTi.  T4, "  15-^  How  Ihall  they  hear  without  a  preacher?  . 
aSiObw  fliall  they  preach,  except  they  be  (ent,  &c. 

Q^i  1.  What  is  the  firft  inftruftion  from  hence  ? 

^.That  the  enjoyments  of  the  fcriptures,  and  an  able,  faithful  mi-   ) ' 
niftnf  to  cxpo\in3  and  apply  them,  is  a  fpecial  mercy  to  any  people;  ; 
PfaCcxTvii.  19,  20.  He  fheweth  his  word  unto  Jacob,  his  ftatutes  and 
judgments  unto  Jlrael  *,  he  hath  not  dealt  fo  with  any  nation  %  and  as 
for  his  judgments  they  have  not  known  them. 

Qji2.  Whs^isthc  fecond  inftruftion? 

j^That  men  cannot  expcA  fpecial  and  fpiritual  bleSings  from  God   ^ 
in  the  wilful  ncgle^  of  the  ordinances  ;  Prov.  xxviii.  9.  He  that  turn-   j 
eth  aiieay'^is  earifom.  hearing  the  taw,,  even  his  prayer  (hall  be  abomi- 
nation. 

Q.  13.  What  fc  the  third  inference  i  ... 

A.  That  fails' their  condition,  who  fit  all  their  days  under  the   / 
Word  to  no  jmrpofe  at  all ;  2  Cor.  iy.  31  4.  If  our  gofpel  be  hid,  it  r  • 
ii'hld  to  them  tEat  are  loft ;  in  whom  the  god  of  this  world  hath    . 
blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  believe  not,  left  the  light  of  the 
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glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift^  who  is  the  image  of  Godj  fhoiild  ihioe  intd' 
tEem. 
^'Q.  14.  What  is  the  laft  inference  ? 
r      ^  That  Chris's  ordinances  and  minifters  (hould  be  moft  welcome 
j  to  the  people  tp  whom  God  fends  them  ;  ITa.  Iii.  7.  How  beautiful 
^  npon  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidrags, 
that  poblillKth  peace,  that  publiflietb  falvation,  that  faith  unto  Zioo, 
Thy  God  reigneth. 

Of  the  Manner  of  Hearing. 

Qveft.  90.  TTOW  is  the  word  to  be  read  and  beml^hat  it  may 

•r  JljL  '^^.^.^.flf?!?^*^  *^  falvation  ? 

0  A.  That  tie  nvori may  become  effeBual  to  fahationy  wejnufi  attend 
•  thereunto  kvVF  diligence^  frefarationt  and  prayer  ^  receive  it  witb faith  and 
'  bvePay  it  up  in  your  hearts y  anipraBijfe  it  in  y9ur  lives. ' 

QV|.  If  the  matter  we  read  or  hear  be  good,  is  not  that  enough 
'  feroorfakation? 

\  A  No,  God  requires  that  the  word  be  read  and  beard  in  a  due 
manner,  and  the  manner  of  bearing  is  of  fpecial  regjud  with  God } 
Luke  vlii.  1 8.  Take  heed  therefore  how  ye  hear^  &c. 

Q.  2.  How  many  things  belong  to  the  due  manner  of  hearing  \ 
\    1      A.  T^ecforts  of  duties  belong  to  it ;  fbmc  antecedent,  as  prcpa- 
(/  ^  fatioiiand  prayer  ;  fome  concomitant,  as  due  diligence  and  retention; 
j    '  affitlome  (ubfequent,  as  praSIce. 

Q^  3«  What  is  due  preparation  for  hearing  ? 

I       A>  It  confilis  in  ierious  confideration  of  the  greatnefi  and  faofineis 

y  of  that  God  whom  we  approach  in  hearing  the  word  \  Ads  x.  33. 

'  Kow  there&re  we  are  all  here  prefent  before  God,  to  hear  all  things 

'   that  aft  commanded  thee  of  God.  And  awing  the  heart  even  to  a  dc^ 

»  ,.  pec  of  holy  trembling  thereby  s  IfaT  Ixvi.  2.  To  him  will  Tlo(Jc> 

"'.  even  to  him  that  is  poor  and  of  a  contrite  fpirit,  and  trembldth  at  my 

word. 

0^4.  What  is  the  principal  confideration  thus  to  awe  the  heart  ? 

A.  The  word' Is  in  its  own  nature  a  heart-fearching  word;  Hcb. 

;  iv.  12.  For  the  word  of  God  is  quick  and  powerful,  and  fliarpa 

than  any  two-edged  fword,  piercing  even  to  the  dividing  afunder  of 

foul  and  fpirit,  and  of  the  joints  and  marrow,  and  b  adiiou*ner  of  the 

thoughu  and  intents  of  the  heart.     And  that  eventually  it  will  be  the 

(^  favour  of  life  or  death  to  us ;  2  Con  ii.  16.  To  the  one  we  are  the  fa' 

'  -^our  of  death  unto  death ;  and  tt>  the  other  the  favour  of  life  untP 

life,  Is^c. 

Q^  5,  What  clfe  belongs  10  due  preparation  to  hear  ? 

"  -     A^  The  diicharging  of  the  heart  from  worldly  cares  ;  Matth.  Xifl* 

7.  And  fome  fell  amonj;  thorns,  and  the  thorns  fprang  up  andchoafc- 

,^  ed  them.     And  carnal  lufts  ;  James  i.  ai.  Wherefore  lay  apart  all 

filthinefs  and  fuperBuity  of  naughrioefs,  and  receive  with  nJf^* 

.  the  ingrafted  wordj  which  is  able  to  fave  your  fouls* 
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.  Q.  6.  Whgt  15  Ae  ihird  d&  of  due  prepiiratipn  ?. 

2.  Longing  jifter  the  vorTfor^GrTh^^^  ff!^W  '^y  i:^ 

jt  >  I  Pet.  11.  ^.  As"  new-born  baSes  "dcfirc  the  fi^ccrc  tfxiik  of  ttof  . 
word|  that  ye  may  grow  thereby.  Ifa.  ii.  3.  And  many  ^ojpk  flis^  t 
go  and  fay.  Come  ye^  and  let  us  go  up  to  the  snountain  of  the  Lgrdi  j 
to  the  houfe  pf  the  God  of  Japb,  aj[id  he  wlU  te^ch  us  of  his  w^ysy  ( 
and  we  will  walk  in  his  p^ths :  for  out  of  ^ioa  ihall  go  fg|*tb  thft  l^w^ 
and  the  word  of  the  jLiOrd  frooi  Jerufalem. 

0.  7.  What  13  the  fjcojT^d  ^n^tecedent  d^^ty  0/  hearlpg  f 

jj.  prayerl^  ah'ahtecederit  duty  to  bearing  the  word,  9nd  tbat   otU  h' 
for  the  atSftjmqe  of  thg  mjnli^er ;  '2  TiieiT.  lii.  i.  F^^^Uy,  brethrca#  / 
pray  tor  us,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  may  have  free  courfc,  and  faf 
glorified,  even  as  it  is  with  you.     And  our  own  jllpoiipation  ;  Ffalm  ^^ 
cxix.  18.  Oppn  ^hou  mine  eyes,  iharf  may  behold*  vondrpus  things  ^ 
out  of.th^Ia7. 

Q.  8.  What  elfc  Ihpuld  we  juray  for  i  ^ 

A.  That  God 'would  £Our  out  his  Spirit  with  the  word,  accordtDg  J 
to  that  ptotnife,  Prpv.J^  23.'  f"  will  pour  puV  my  Spirit  upon  yQU»  I 
will  make  Igioy^n  my  words  unto  you. 

Q.  9.  Dotb  unpreparedncls  for  the  word  alnrajs  hin4er  i\%  t^^Cf    "' 
pnjhehcj^?"'    •    -   -   • 

'^.'Ko,  God  fdmetlmes  Is  found,  9^  t}iem  that  foug)it  him  not  a   y 
Uau  Ix?.  I.  I  fr2^  found  of  them  that  fought  me  not,  ^c.  l^yf  it  is  a 
fin  to  peg^eAjtjL^ffd  peeds  5  J^dpn  of  God. 

0«  io.  IWl^^t  18  the  fir(t  rnQtive  to  prepare  for  feleoiii  4uti(^  ^  T" 

J.  That  it  argues  the  fincenty  of  the  heart,  and  in  that,  cafe  God  / 
willbe^mcrcifil  tp  ih^Srimtles  ;  2  Chrpn.  xx^.  i£lj  19.  For  a  m.pltU  ' 
tnde  of  tliifpcqpTe,  even  V  multitude  of  pphraim  and  M^Pi^ch,  Ifla* 
char  and  Zebplun,  bad  not  cleanfed  themieWes,  yet  did  Qit  the  pafliii» 
Ter,  but  not  as  it  i$  written  %  wherefbce  Hcsekiab  prayed  ^jr  then^ 
fayii^g,  Tbe  good  Lord  be  perciful  towards  him  that  prepareth  hi»  ^  , 
vhole  heart  toteek  the  Lord  God,  the  God  of  his  fathers,  .though  h«  4  ;i 
be  not  deanied  according  tp  tbe  purification  of  tl^  (aof^aAry.  f  1 

•  Q/j I.  "^batjfe  the'^cond  motive? 

4*  It  is  a  f^i^t  fi^i^  tb^  Gpd  will  make  that  duty  fiic^eisfol  for  '^ 
irUch  tlie'^eart  is  prepared^  Ffalm  x.  i7/Tiu>u  prepareft  their 
heart*;  Qiou'fiendeft  thine  ear  to  theqa« 

0.  I  a.  Wijiat  vi  the  thurd  motive  to  prcpj^rtipft  } 

4^  T^cj»?j?ft7 'sp3f  jealoiiiy  iof  ,Gft4  to  irbpjp  we  app^ach,  qWI-  ^ 
gcs  us  to  ti^ri^ix  preparaticjn  |  f^^b.  x^.  ^8,  %^.  .Whereby  s^e  majr 
fcrvcT3o3apceptably,  with  re^icrepcc  apd  gpdly  /ear  j  for  pur  Gpd is 
.9  copfuming  fire. 

Qi  13.  But  n^uft  a  man  n/egl^  th^  4uty,.if  fo  hein  be  npt  dply 
prepared  for  itf    

'^-  JjTp ;  jorjbat  ^pql^  .^e  to,2|4d  f  v^^vr  fip  to  3  iormtr^  and  ag- 
mvate  inGe.more. 
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0^14.  In  what  manner  muft  the  prqmred  heaK  go  to  the  wotit 
An  Not  in  d^ndence  on  its  own  prq)arations,  htit  upon  the  Spw 
rit*s  aiBffahce T TlaL  Ixxi.  i6.  I  will  go  ferward  in  the  ftrengthof 
the  Lord  God»  &c. 

Q.  15.  What  IS  the  fipft  aft  of  faith  due  to  the  word  ? 

A*  The  aflentmg  aA  of  faith  is  required  to  the  word  read  or 
freached^  whereby  we  acknowledge  it  to  be  01  divine  authorltr; 
2  Tim.  ill.  16.  All  fcripture  is  given  bjr  infpinition  of  God»  and  is 
|irofitable  for  do£bine>  for  reproof,  for  corredioni  for  inflru£Kon  in 
cighteoufhefs )  2  Feter  i«  a  i .  .For  the  prophecy  came  not  in  old  time 
by  the  will  of  man :  but  holy  men  of  God  fpake  as  they  were  moved 
by  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

Qi  16.  What  is  the  fecond  aft  of  faith  required  of  us  ? 

A*  An  ap{3ymg  aft  of  faith  IS  alfo  required  of  us }  Rom.  xv.  4. 
For  whatfbever  thmgs  were  written  aforetime,  were  written  for  our 
learaingi  that  we  through  patience  and  comfort  of  the  fcriptures  might 
\aP9^  hope. 

0^17.  What  is  the  firft  end  in  applying  the  word  F 

A*  It  is.firftlo  l)e  applied  to  bur  conviZSon  bpth  of  fin  and  nu« 
fcry  I  Aftsli.  37.  Now  when  they  heard  this  they  were'  pricked  in 
their  hearts,  and  faid  unto  Pefcr,  and  to  the  reft  of  the  apofilts.  Men 
»ad  brethren,  what  IhaD  we  do  f 

Q.  iB.  What  is  the  fecond  end,  or  tiie  of  applying  it  ? 

A.  It  muft  be  applied  for  onr  guidance  and  direftion  to  Cbrift; 
Jofaya  vi.'4571EYery  man  therefore  that  hath  heard,  and  hath  learn* 
ed  of  the  Father,  cometh  unto  me. 

0^19.  What  k  the  thkd  n(e  to  which  it  muft  be  applied  ? 

A^Vft  muft  apply  it  for  our  dircftion  through  the  whole  courfc 
of  Chriftian  duties  j  2  Pet.  1. 19.  We  have  alfo  a  more  (lire  word  of 
prophecy  i  whereunto  ye  do  jrdl  that  ye  take  heed,  as  unto  a  ligbt 
that  flinaeth  in  a  dark  jriace^  until  the  day  dawn,  and  the  day-fl^ 
arife  in  your  hearts. 

Q.  ao.  What  other  uie  muft  we  apply  it  to  ? 

A,  It  muft  be  applied  for  our  comtort  in  all  inward  and  outward 
troiiUea ;  Rom.  xv.  4.  For  whatfoever  things  were  written  aforetimei 
were  written  for  our  learning,  that  we  through  patience  and  comfort 
of  the  icripturea  might  have  hope. 

Q.  a  I.  On  what  account  are  we  to  receive  it  with  love  ?  . 

47  We  arc  to  love  it  for  its  author's  fakr ,  becaufe  it  is  the  word  oi 
God  I  Pfabn  cxix.  159.  Confider  how  I  love  thy  precepts,  &c. 

Q .  aa«  W  hat  is  the  fecond  motive  of  love  to  the  word  f 

A.  The  holinefs  and  purity  of  it  deferves  and  engages  our  love  to 
It  5  Pfalm  cxix.  140.  Thy  word  is  very  pure  •,  therefore  thy  ftrvan» 
Joveth  it. 

0^23,  What  b  the  third  motive  to  engage  our  love  to  iti 

A.  The  great  and  coaOant  ufefohiefs  of  it  |o  btr  (w\s,ps  that  we 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Gsmot  fubfift  without}  Jobxxiii.  I2.  I  have  efteetned  the  word$  of  V 
his  mouth  more  than  loy  neoeflarj  food* 

0^x4.  How  doth  this  love  to  the  word  manifeft  itfelf.  i 

A^  Our  love  manlfefts.  Itfelf  in  our  longinff  after  it ;  PTalm  cxix»   ' 
20.  My  iiml  breaketh  isc  the  longmg  that  it  hath  unto  tbj  judg-  / 
ments  at  all  times.'  Our  dili^^t  attendance  on  it  \  A£b  x.  33.  Im^ 
mediately  therefore  I  fent  unto  thee»  and  thou  haft  well  done  that 
thou  art  come*    Now  therefore  are  we  all  here  preient  before  God^ 
to  hear  all  things  that  are  commanded  thee  of  God. 

Q^  25*  How  is  £uth  and  love  evidenced  to  the  word  after  hetr*   ' 
iag  it  ?  .  ! 

A.  By  preferving  it  carefully  in  our  hearts  and  memories ;  Pfalm  ^ 
czix.  II.  Thy  word  have  I  hid  in  my  heart,  that  I  might  not  fin 
againft  thee. 

0^26.  What  is  the  beft  cure  form  bad  memory  I 

A.  Labour  to  get  an  high  efteem  of  it,  and  an  experimental  feel-  f 
iog  of  ity  and  frequently  meditate  on  it ;  Pfalm  cxix.  16. 1  will  delight  ^ 
myfelf  in  thy  ftatutes.:  I  will  not  forget  thy  word.    Pfalm  cxIx.  93.  ' 
I  will  never  forget  thy  pecepts;  for  with  them  thou  haft  quickened 
me.    Pfalm  cxix.  99.  Thy  teftimonies  are  my  meditation. 

Q.  27.  How  is  fidth  and  love  principally  mantfefted  to  the  word  .. 
after  hearing  ? 

A*  It  is  principally  mantfefted  by  bringing  forth  the  firuits  of  it  in 
o^r  Jiyes ;  C>1.  i.  5^  6.  For  the  hope  which  is  laid  up  ft>r  you  in  hea- 
ven, whereof  ye  heard  before  in  the  word  of  the  truth  of  the  gofpel, 
which  is  come  unto  you>  as  it<is  in  all  the  world,  and  bringeth  forth 
fruit,  aa  it  doth  alfo  in  you,  fince  the  day  ye  have  heard  of  it,  and 
knew  the  grace  of  God  in  truth. 

0^28.  What  is  the  ufe  of  aU this? 

A,  This  ^rves  to  reprove  our  formal  and  dead  hearing  the  wordf  ' 
and  excites  us  all  to  evidence  and  exercife  more  faith,  love,  and  bbe*  ' 
diciicc,7n  hearing  it. 

Of  Zacrnments  as  Means  of  Salvation. 

Qucft.  91.  T  TOW  do  the  facraments  become  efieftual  means  of 
Xl  falvation ? 

A.  Thfjaaraments  become  effeShud  means  offalvatton^  not  from  anj  vir^ 
iye  in  them,  or  in  bim  that  doth  admnt/ler  them,  but  only  by  the  bUffing  tf 
Chn^^  and  the  nvarlangrfhis  Spirit  in  them  that  by  faith  receive  them. 

(^  I.  What  is  the  firft  proper  fenfe  of  this  word  lacrament  i 

A.  It  primarily  iignifies  a  iblemn  oath  taken  by  foldiers,  when 
<l>cy  lift  themielves  under  a  prince  ot  general  \  and  this  oath  was 
mutual. 

(^  2.  Why  do  we  ufe  it,  feemg  it  is  not  a  fcripture  word  ? 

A.  Though  the  word  be  not  found  in  fcripture,  yet  the  thing  in- 
J^ttl  by  it  is,,  andjfaathrings  the  word  in  ufe  j  for  in  the  facraments  ^ 
in)d  oUiges  Umfeli  to  us  by  confirming  hi$  covenant  by  it  ^  Rom  iv. 
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1 1 .  And  he  rdcchred  the  fign  of  circunicificb,  a  ftal  of  th6  righteoiift 
nefs  of  the  faith,  which  he  hsid  yet'  being  uncircomcifed:  thft  hi 
might  he  the  father  df  ail  them  that  belicvi,  tboogh  they  he  not  eir- 
cumciied  }  that  rtghteoufnefs  m^c  be  imputed  unto  them  aHb.  And 
irc  oblige  ourfclves  to  God ;  Rom.  vi.  j,  4,  Know  ye  not  that  fo 
U  mafiy  of  us  as'  \^ere  baptized  into  Chrift,  were  baptized  int6  hi^  deathi 
Therefore  #c  are  bnricd  with  him  by  baptifm  mto  deacth>  that  like  as 
Chrifc  was  raiffld  up  from  the  dead  by  the  giofy  of  i!he  Fatfaerie^enfa 
lire  alfo  ihould  walk  in  newnefd  of  life. 

Ql  3*  ^hat  is  here  meant  by  falvatioh  ? 

jt    By  falvation  is  meant  our  complete  and  final  deliveraac^  fr<>i& 
fin  and  mifcry,  both  temporal  and  eternal.  From  fin,  Matth  i.  21. 
^    For  he  ihali  fave  bis  people  from  their  fibs      From  mifcry,  1  Thtfll 
i.  10.     Even  Jefu^  who  delivereth  us  from  the  wrath  to  come. 

Q^  4.  What  is  a  mean  of  falvation  ? 

A.  f\  mean  of  falvation  fignifies  any  appointment  of  God,  where* 
by  he  promotes  and  acconiplIiSies  his  defign  of  faving  our  fouls  5  fo 
the  word  is  a  mean }  Rom,  i.  16.  For  I  am  not  aihamed  of  the  gof* 
pel  of  Chrift,  for  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation,  to*  every  one 
that  believeth. 

(X.  5    How  doth  the  word  and  facraments  differ  as  means  ol  faWa* 
'■'lionT 

A.  The  wprd  is  appointed  to  be  the  fh-ft  meaosi  of  begcttteg  faith  5 

.'  I  Cor,  lii.  5.   Who  then  is  Patrt  >  And  who  is  ApollosT  Btft  minif- 

ters  by  whom  ye  beKeved,  &e.  Sacraments  afre  to  feal  and  cdtifirm  it; 

'/^Rom.  iv.  1 1.  Atad  hd  received  the  fign  of  drcumcifion,  a  feal  of  the 

righteournefs  of  f^iiith,  &c. 

Q^  6.  What  is  meant  by  an  effeftual  mean  of  falvatibii  ? 

A  By  an  effectual  mean,  is  meant  fuch  a  mean  as  fully  ol^ams 
aiidaccomplifhes  the  end  it. was  af^pointed  fotf  1  Theffi  ii.  13.  Be- 
caufe  When  ye  received  the  word  of  God,  which  ye  beard  of  us,  ye  re- 
ceived it  not  as  the  word  of  men ;  but  (as  it  is  in  truth)  the  word  of 
God,  which  effeftually  worketh  alfo  in  you  that  believe. 

Q^  7.  Do  not  all  the  means  of  falvation  prove  eifcftual.to.saen? 

A.  Though"  the  means  of  falvation  prove  eifeftual  tojall  Gfed*s  c- 
Icfl,  yet  they  arc  fo  to  no  others  j  Adh  xiviii.  23,  24.  And  when 
they  had  appointed  him  a  day,  there  came  many  to  him  into  his  lodg- 
ing, to  whom  he  expoundedand  teftificd  the  kingdom  of  God,  ptr- 
fuading  them  concerning  Jefiis,  both  oat  of  the  hw  cf  Mofcs,  and 
put  of  the  prophets, from  mornihg  till  evening.  And  fomc  believed 
the  things  which  were  fpo):en,  and  fome  beiieVedj^ot. 

Q^  8^  Do  not  the  facramems  five  all  that  ]$artake  of  theth } 

A*  No,  th^y  do  not  j  baptifm  may  pafs  on  a  caft-away  5  A^  viii, 
23.  For  I  perceive  that  thou  art  in  the  gall  of  biffer'beTs,  srod  in  the 
fcoirf  of  haiquity.  And  the  Lard's  fup^k-  may  be  f^cel^td  Utt'w'orthily: 
}  Cor.  xi   27.  Whcfeforci  whbfbcTer  fciafll  cA  thfc  toead,  ^^t  dlick 
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this  cop  of  Ihcl-ord  unwortliily,  fliaH  bcgixilty  of  the  body  and  blood 
of  the  Lord. 

Q^  ijf.  V/iiat  is  tlie  reafon  they  prove  not  effectual  tp.iill  ? 

A.  Becaufe.thei?  virtue  and  efficacy  is  not  in  then  jfel  vcs,  but  in  God  ;   ■ 
for  we /ee  they  work  as  God'sSpirit  condirsy  or  not  concuVs  with  tbemi^ 
asiB  the  inllance  before  given.  . 

Q,  16.  But  IS  riot  that  for  want  pFwiTdom^bolinefsj  or  zeaiiHtKc 
miniitCTj  that  they  have  no  more  efficacy? 

A,  No^it  is  net  principally,  oroniy  from  thence;  for  it  13  not  ia 
the  power  of  the  holieft  minifter  in  the' world  to  make  them  effeftualj  .     - 
I  G)r.  iij.  7.  Neither  iriie  that  plnritctli  any  thing,  neither  he  that 
waterethj  but  God  that  giveth  the  iucreafe. 

Q.   II.  Whence  is  it  that  facraments  become  efficlual  ? 

A-  It  is  only  frcin  the  Spirit  orCBrift  working  in  them,  and  by  J; 
them  on  the  fouls  of  men  ;   i  Cor.  xii.  13.  For  by  one  »Spirit  are  wc  • 
ail  b.iptfeed  Into  one  body,^and  have  been  all  made  to  drink  into 
one  Spirit. 

Q^  12.  What  is  the  fir  ft  inllruftioh  hence  ? 

A  That  men  enjoying  all  the  ordinances  of  the  Cof]>el|  and  par- 
taking of  the  facraments  annexed  to  the  covenant  otgrace,  may  yet     •    ^ 
pcriih  for  ever ;    i  Cor.  x.  3>  4i  5-    And  did  all  eat  the  fame  fpirit- 
ual  meat;  and  did  all  drink  the  fame  fj^rltual  drink;  (for  they  dirank    ,    ^ 
of  that  fpiritual  rock  that  followed  them :  and  that  rock  was  Chrift.)    ^    - 
Bii!  witB.nainy  of  ttem  God  was  not  well  pleated  :    for  they  were 
overthrowii  in  the  wildernefs  5  Luke  xiii.  26,  27.    Then  (hall  ye  bc- 
pln  to  fay,   we  have  eaten  and  drunk  in  thy  prefcnce,  and  thou  had 
lauglitTn  bur  ftrects.     But  he  (hall  fay,  I  ttll  you,  1  know  yoil.not 
whence  you  are ;  depart  from  me  all  ye  workers  of  iniquity. 

(3^  13.   What  is  the  fecond  inference  ? 

A.  That  cai^n  (hould  not  idolize  fome  minifters  for  the  excellehcy  )  , 
of  their  gifts,  and  deipife  others,  feeing  it  is  not  in  them  to  make  t)it  \ ' 
meaiis  effeftiial.  0  'J 

Q.  14.  What  is  the  lafl  inference  ? 

A.  That  in  all  our  attendance  upon  the  means  of  falvation,  we    ^ 
Ihould  be  careful  to  beg  the  Spirit  and  bleffing  of  Chriftj  without    •  ' 
which  tlicy  cannot  be  effe£lual  to  our  falvation. 

Of  the  Nature  of  Sacramefiti, 

Qucft.  92.  TTTH AT  is  a  facrament  ? 

W  A.  A>  facramint  is  an  laly  ordinance  infiUuted^   ^ 

hj  Cbrifl;  nJUherein  by  ferfihle  fi^ns^  Chrj/i  ahd  the  baiefits  of  the  new  co^ 
xenant  are  reprefented^fechd^  and  applied  to  Iditvers, 

Q-^  I.  How  nlariy  lorrs  of  facrahients  are  found  in  fcrlpture? 

A^  Of  facraments  there  are  two  forts,  Tuiiie  extraordinary  and  tran- 
fient,  as  the  tiery  pillat,  manaa,  and  water  out  of  the  rock  5   i  Cor.  x. 
rrz,  3,'  4;  MdrAver^  brethren,  I  would  not  that  ye  (hould  be   ig-* 
fforfim,  hoir  that  ?dl  9wr  |^lhci$  were  under  the  cloud/ and  allpui' 
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cd  through  the  Tea  \  and  were  all  baptized  unto  Mofes  in  the  cloody 
and  in  the  iea  \   and  did  all  eat  the  fame  fpiritual  meat ;    and  did  all 
'    drink  the  fame  fpiritual  drink  ;  (for  they  drank  of  that  fpiritual  rock 
that  followed  them :  and  that  rock  was  Chrift.)  And  fome  ordihary 
f  and  ftandingt  ^  circumcifion  and  the  paflbver,  before  Chrift ;  and 
i  baptifm  and  the  Lord's  fupper^  fince  ChriftV  death. 
^      0*  i'  How^many  things  are  to  be  confidered  in  ever;  facrament  ? 
(         A*  In  every  {acrament  five  things  niufl:  be  con&dered  ^    (t  •) .  The 
author.  (2.J   Thi?_ parts.  (3,.^  The  union  of  thofej^s.  (4.)  The 
:A    Ifabjcfls.  (5O  The  ends  and  ufes  of  it. 
j         Q.  jJ  vTjEo  is  the  author  of  the  iacraments  } 
I         A,  The  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  as  King  of  the  Church,  by  whoft  folc 
authority  baptifm  was  inftjtutedk  Matth.  xzviu.  19,  20.  Goyetherc- 
ibre  and  teach  all  nation,  baptizing  them  in  tne  name  pf  the  Father, 
and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft :   Teaching  them  to  obkrve 
all  things,  whatfoever  I  have  commanded  you,  &c.     And  the  Lord's 
fupper;  1  Cor.  zi»  23,  24.     For  I  have  received  of  the  Lord  that 
which  alfo  I  delivered  unto  you,  that  the  Lord  Jeftis,   the  fame 
night  in  which  he  was  betrayed,  took  breads  and  when  he  had  given 
thanks,  he  brake  it,  and  faid,  take,  eat,  this  is  my  body,  which  is  bro- 
ken for  you :  This  do  in  remembrance  of  me. 

Q^  4*   Are  the  old  facraments  yet  in  being  and  in  ufe  in  the 
church  ? 

A*  No,  they  are  pafled  away,  and  the  new  come  in  their  room. 
Baptifm  takes  place  olf  circumcifion ;  CoL  ii.  11,  12.  In  whom  alio  ye 
are  drcump^d  with  the  circumcifion  made  without  hands,  inputting 
ojETthe  body  of  the  fins  of  the  fie(h  by  the  circumcifion  of  Chrift; 
buried  with  him  in  baptifm,  &c.  And  the  Lord's  fiipper  of  the  pa& 
over;  1  Cor.  v.  7.  Purge  out  therefore  the  old  leaven,  that  ye  may 
be  a  new  lump, ;)«  yr  arie  unleavened,  for  even  Chrift  our  paflbver  is 
'  facrificed  for  us* 

0.  5*  Of  what  parts  doth  every  lacrament  confift  ?  -^ 

A.  iiivery  (acrament  confifts  of  two  parts,  one  external  and  earthly; 
another  internal  and  heavenly,  or  fpiritual.  Bread,  wine,  and  water, 
are  the  external,  Chrift's  blood  and  Spirit  the  internal  parts ;  Rom. 
•  vi.  3.  Know  ye  not,  that  fo  many  of  us  as  were  baptised  into  Jefu$ 
Chrift^  were  baptized  into  hb  death  P  1  Cor.  ici.  25.  Thb  cup  b  the 
New  Teftament  in  my  blood,  &c. 

Q^  6.  Wherein  confifts  the  facramental  union  of  thofe  parts  ? 
A.  It  confifts,  by  virtue  of  Chrift's  inftitution,  in  three  things;  (i.) 
In  apt  fignification.  (2.)  Firm  obfignation*  And,  (3.)  {le^  ^i^hibitim 
of  the  blefiings  fignificd  and  fealed. 

(^  7  What  are  the  blefiings  fignlfied  by  water  in  baptifm  ? 

A.  Itfignifies  our  implantation  into  Chrift,  and  communion  with 

him  in  his  death  and  refurre£tion ;  Rom.  vi.  4,  Therefore  we  are 

buried  with  him  by  baptifm  into  death,  that  like  as  Chrift  was  raiie4 

up  from  thp  d^d  by  the  glory  of  the  Fatlv^r ;  even  fi>  we  9JI0  flioald 
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%alk  la  netmefs  lof  life.  And  our  Iblexnn  admiflSon  ioto  the  vifibk  , 
church;  GaL  iii.  26»  a7>  28»  ^p.  For  je  are  aU  the  children  of  God 
by  hith  m  Chrift  Jefus.  For  .as  many  of  you  as  have  been  baptized 
into  Chrift,  have  put  on  Chrift*.  There  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greeks 
there  is  neither  bond  nor  free,  there  is  neither  male  nor  female :  For 
ye  are  all  one  in  Chrift  Jefus.  And  if  ye  be  Chrift^s^  then  are  ye  Abra- 
ham's feed,  and  heirs  according  to  the  proipife. 

(^8.  What  are  the  bleffings  fignified  by  bread  and  wine  ? 

jf.  They  fignify  Chrift's  body  and  blood,  broken  and  poured  out 
for  us,  with  all  the  bleffings  of  remiffion,  peace,  and  falvation  pur- 
chafed  by  his  blood,  i  Cor.  z*  16,  17.  The  cup  of  bleffiog  which 
we  blefs,  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the  blood  of  Chrift  t  The  bread 
which  we  break,  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the  body  of  Chrift  ? 
For  wc  being  many,  are  one  bread,  and  one  body;  for  we  are  all  par- 
takers of  that  one  bread. 

Q^p.  Do  the  facramqnu  feal,  as  well  as  fignify  thefe  things  i 

A,  Tes,  they  do ;  Rom.  iv.  1 1.  And  he  received  the  fign  of  cir- 
cumcifion,  a  ieal  of  the  righteoolhefs  of  the  faith,  &c«  Their  uie 
is  to  confirm  God's  covenant  with  believers* 

Q.  10*  Who  are  the  proper  fubjedfa  of  the  iacraments  ? 

A.  Believers  and  their  feed  are  the  fubje£ts  of  baptifm,  but  adult 
Chriftians  only  of  the  Lprd^s  fupper  \  A£b  ii,  38,  39.  Repent,  and  be 
baptized  every  one  of  you ;  for  the  promife  is  unto  you,  an4  to  your 
chUdren,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  (hall  calL  i  Cor.  xL 
28.  But  let  a  man  examine  himielf,  and  fo  let  hun  eac  of  that  breads 
and  drink  <^  that  cup.  / 

Q^  1 1 .  Wliat  is  the  main  ufe  and  end  of  iacraments  ? 

A.  It  is  to  ratify  and  confirm  God's  covenant  with  believers ;  Rom. 
iv.  1 1.  And  he  received  the  fign  of  curcumciiion,  a  feal  of  the  righ- 
teouihefs  of  the  faith  which  he  had  yet  being  uncircumciled,  &c. 
I  Cor.  xi.  adi  For  as  often  as  ye  eat  thb  bread,  and  drink  this  cup, 
ye  do  (hew  the  Lord's  death  till  he  come. 

Q.  I  a.  What  is  the  firft  inftruAion  from  hence  ? 

A,  That  the  abufe  of  fuch  holy  and  folemn  myfteries  is  a  fin  of 
dreadful  aggravation,  and  fuch  as  God  will  puni(h ;  i  Con  xL  27. 
Wherefore,  whofbever  fhall  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup  of  the 
L)rd  unworthily,  (hall  be  guihy  of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord* 

(^13.  What  is  the  fecond  inftruAIon  ? 

A.  Hence  we  learn  the  tender  care  and  love  of  Chrift  over  the    . 
church,  in  initituting  fuch  ttfcfiil  and  comfortable  ordinances  for  ua» 

Of  the  Nwnber  of  Sacraments* 

Qoeft.  93.  XTT^^ICH  are  the  facraments  of  the  New  Teftament? 
yy     irtr/  Jhe  facraments  of  the  New  Tellament  are^ 

le  New   ' 
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A5W^4  am/  tie  Xarts  fupper. 


^     How  many  facraments  hath  Chrift  appointed  m  the  New 
Teftament? 


a09  ^  Exp^tio^  of  the  ^mUyU  Cat^chipin*, 

4.  Chrift  hath  appointed  two,  and  no  more  •,  thcfe  being  fufiiclat 
^rour  initiation  and  confirmation. 

Q/  2.  How  many  have  the  Paplfts  added  to  tliem  ? 

J.  They  have  added  five  mor^  ;  viz  Cpnfirmation,  pennance,  or* 
dUiationi  njarnagej  and  /extreme  unflion. 

O*  3*  What  is  their  facrament  of  confirjnatlon  ? 

A.  It  is  the  anointing  of  the  baptifcd  with  chrifm  in  the  forehead, 
with  thi^  form  of  words  5  I  Cgn  the?  with  the  {ign  of  the  crofs,  ^nd 
fonfirm  thep  with  tjie  clirlfin  of  felvation,  m  the  ^apie  o.f  thp  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft. 
.   Q/ 4.  What  is  their  ground  for  this  praQice  ? 

A.  The  abufe  of  thaj"  Scriptyre,  Hcb.  vi.  2'.  Of  the  doftrine  of  bap- 
lifois,  and  laying  on  of  hands,  &c.  which,  bv  a  figurative  fpcech, 
exprefleth  the  whole  ftandiug  ;nini(lry  in  the  church,'  by  laying'  oQ  of 
hands. 

Q.  5.  What  Is  their  facrament  of  pennance  ? 

A*  It  is  repentance  manifeOed  by  outward  fign"-,  to  which  ijicworJ 
of  abfolutjon  coming,  makes  it  a  i'acramept,  ailfgroui^ded  pn  Jobn 
XX.  23.  Whofocver  fins  ye  remit,  they  are  remitted  up  to  them  j  and 
whofocvcr  ^ns  ye  retain,  phey  ^re  retained, 

Q.  6.  What  is  their  fiicrament  of  orders,  0/  qrdination  ? 

A.  It  IS  th^  laying  on  of  hands  in  ordination  of  minifters,  by  which 
thev  conceive  fpiritual  grace  is  given ;  by  miftake  of  2  Tim.  i.  6, 
^liereforc  I  pat  thee  ip  remembrance,  tfiat  thou  ftir  up  the  gift  of 
Ood  which  is  in  thee,  by  the  putting  on  of  my  hands. 

Q/  7.  What  is  their  fourth  fuperadded  facran^nt  ? 

A.  It  is  marriage,  grounded  upon  tliofe  words  pf  the  apoftle,  Eph. 
V.  35U  This  is  a  great  myftery  j  but  I  (peak  concerning  Chrift  and  the 
church.  Which  only  fhews  a  fimilitude  pf  our  uniop  with  Chrift> 
not  ap  inflituted  fign  to  that  end. 

Q^  8.  What  is  their  fifph  fuperadded  facrament  ? 

A.  Extreme  unftion,  or  anointing  the  fick,  near  death,  with  con- 
fecrated  oil,  groi;nded  on  Mark  vi.  13.  And  anointed  yi\vi  oil  many 
4hat  were  fick,  and  healed  them.  And  James  v.  14.  Js  any  fick 
among  you  ?  Let  him  call  for  the  elders  of  the  church,  and  let  them 
pray  over  iiim,  anointing  him  with  oil  io  the  name  of  the  Lor  J. 
\v  hich  arc  neither  facrame ntal  rites^  nor  of  ordinary  flandtpg  ufe  io 
the  church, 'but  extraordinary  and  temporary  for  that  age. 

Q.  9.  Whfit  learn  we  hence  ?  , 

A.  Henc(!  we  learn,  how  apt  men  arc  to  corrupt  Go4's  ojdinances, 
l>y  their  fuperftitious  additions  \  Matth.  xv.  p.  Teaching  for  doftrin<^ 
the  commandments  of  meo. 
.    Q.  Ip.  What  is  tjic  fe(;ond  in(lru£liop  bfuce  ? 

A,  How  juft  and  necelTary  our  feparaticjn  frcyn  Rpipe  is,  who  hate 
grofsly  corrupted  God's  ordinances,  and  left  men  no  pther  remedy  I 
R?y.  xiii.  6.  And  he  pp$:nc4  fcij?  m«u?b  ip  Ibl^^hp^^y  a|paft  GqJ>  ^^ 
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bUfpheme  his  natnci  and  his  tabernade,  and  them  that  dwell  hi  fae^ 
vcn. 

Qj^ii-  What  IS  the  third  inftruftion  ? 

jf.  That  the  reformation  of  religion  is  an  inTaliiable  mercfi  a  great 
delivenuQcc  from  fpiritual  bondage ;  Rev.  xi.  19.  And  the  temple  cff  ' 
God  was  opened  in  heaven,  and  there  was  feen  in  his  tempk  the  wtk 
of  his  teftament :  and  there  were  lightnings^  and  voicesj  and  thliik> 
derings,  and  an  earthquake,  and  great  hail. 

0^12.  %Vhat  is  the  fointh  tnftmftion  ? 

jCThzt  Rome  (hall  certainly  fall,  and  all  her  adherents,  Ibr  thl 
horrid  bjury  done  by  them  to  Chrift,  and  the  fotils  of  men ;  Rev.  milL 
20,  21.  Rejoice  over  her,  thon  heaven,  and  ye  holy  apoftlfs  anA 
prophets  ;  for  God  hath  avenged  you  on  her.  And  a  mighty  aa* 
gel  took  up  a  ftone  like  a  great  milftone,  and  caft  it  into  the  fta^  fiiy« 
ing.  Thus  with  violence  (hall  that  great  city  Babjloa  be  tbrowft 
doirn,  and  (hall  befomid  no  more  at  alL 

Of  Baftifm, 

Queft.  94.'^-]rTH AT  is  baptifm  i 

yY      A.  Bafitfm  is  a  fikcromnt^  n^bitein  the  Wf/tmg  ^ 
ivitb  Hjoater^  in  the  name  if  the  Fafhery   and' rf  the  Sw,  and  $f  ik 
Holy  Gbofiy  doth  Jigmfy  and  Jialour  ingraflinf  into  Cbri0,  and  p9fta^ 
^^^  jf  *be  benefits  of  the  covenant  of  grace^  and  oar  engagemitit' Hlif 
the  Lord's. 

(^i.  What  is  the  external  part  of  baptifm? 

^.  It  Is  pure  unmixed  watery  Heb.  x.  22.  And  our  bodies  wallMNi 
vith  pure  water.  And  therefore  it  is  a  vile  practice  of  Papiibi  to  adi 
oil,  falt^  and  fpittle,  to  water  in  baptifm. 

C^2.  What  doth  water  in  baptifm  (ignify  ? 

J.  It  Signifies  the  Mood  of  Chrift  ^  Rev.  i.  5.  Unto  him  that  Uff^ 
ed  us,  and  wa(hed  us  fnom  our  (ins  in  his  own  blood. 

3   What  is  the  firft  fHemblance  h  hath  to  Chrift*ii  blood  i 
In  the  h-eenefs  of  it  tor  all,  it  repre(ent8  the  ttiipurcha(ed  Uood 
of  Chrift;  Ifa.  Iv.  I.  Ho,  every  one  that  thirftethy  come  jt  to  tbe 
waters ;  and  he  that  hath  no  money,  come  ye,  buy  and  eat  |  yea^ 
come,  buy  wine  and  milk,  without  money,  and  without  prioe. 

Q.  4«   U  hat  is  the  feeond  refetnblance  to  ChrifVs  blood  f 

A.  it  refembles  it  in  Its  refre(bitig  quality ;  water  re£re(heth  the   ^ 
thtrfty,  fo  doth  Chrift's  blood  }  John  vL  3;.  He  that  beliereth  on  me 
(hail  never  third. 

(^.  5:  What  is  the  third  reiemUance  it  hadi  to  thrift's  blood  ? 

if.  The  cleaning  property  of  water  fliews  the  purifying  virtue  of  ; 
Chrift's  blood  i  Heb.  ix.  14   How  much  more  ihali  the  biood  of 
Chrift,  who  through  the  eternal  Spirit,  oflbred  himfelf  without  fpoc 
to  God,  purge  your  confoence  from  dead  worhSj  to  ferv«  the  lii4a|^' 
God  f  . 

Vol.  VI.  Wft 
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%t%  J/^Efffiofim  rf  the  AffemUp  Catuhifm. 

.   Q^<f.' What  i^the  fourth  refemblaiice  it  hath  to  ChriiFs  blood } 

jt.  It  refembles  it  in  the  necefiity  of  It  :*  Tor  as  the  body  cannot  live 
without  water,  fo  neither  can  the  foul  without  Qhri(l!$, blood-;  Heb. 
ix.  23.  tt  was  therefore  neceflary  that  the  patterns  of  things  in  the 
lieavens  fliould  be  purified  with  thefe»  but  the  heavenly  things  them- 
4dves  frith  better  facrifices  than  thefe. 
.  Q,  7.  What  is  the  fifth  refembbince  of  water  to  the  ^lood  of 

Qhritt? 

^.  As  water  neither  refreflieth  nor  purifies  the^  body  without  ap- 

fKcatiOn  i  fo  neither  doth  Chri  A*s  blood.  refreOi  or  puofy  the  foul  till 

applied ;  i  Cor.  i.  30.  But  of  hioi  are  ye  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  of 

God  is  made  unto  us  wifdonxj  and  righteouihefsi  and  fan^catioDi 

aad  redemptioQ. 

.    ^%i  Is  it  neceOary  to  plunge  the  whole  body  under  water,  inbap- 
^^iDg  every  perfou  ?  ' 

ji.  The  word  [baptize]  fig^ifyii^.as  wdLto  wafb>  as  to  plunge;  a 
!  perfon  may  be  truly  baptized,  that  is  not  plunged*  And  we  cannot 
;  thihky'by  the  drcumfiances  of  time  and  place*  that  the  jailorj  in  the 

nightj  was  carried  to  a  river  out  of  the  city  (  Ads  xvi.  33.  And  he 
'  took  theni  th^  fadie  hour  of  the  night,  and  waflied  their  ftripesj  and 

•was  baptized,  he.  and  all  his  flralghtway. 

-v..^  9-  ^°^  ^  it  .not  faid,  John  iii.  23.  That  John  alfo  was  b^ 
,  cbiAg  in  EnoQ,  near  to  Salim,  becaufe  there  was  much  water  there : 
.   and  they  came  and  were  baptized  ? 

A.  The  word  fignifies  many  waterS|  (hat  is,  fprings  of  waters  there; 

VUch  are  known  by  travellers  tQ-\K  imalli  not  capjible  of  pluogiog 

idto. 

^  lo.  What  are  the  beqefits  accruing  to  us  by  baptifion  i 

A.  JIThe  benefits  are  twofold :  fome  external,  called  the  fatnefs  of 

the  oU^e-tlrfce ;  L  «.  ordinances,  and  vifible  memberibip ;  Rom.  zi> 

1 7^  And  thoo  bekig  a  wild  olive-tree,  wert  graffed  in  amongft  them, 

and  firith  them  pattakeft  of  the  root  and  fetnefs  of  the  olive-tree. 

And  fome  rpiritudland  faving }  i  Pet.  iii.  21.  The  like  figure  where* 
,   «uato,  -even  baptifm,  doth  alfo  now  (ave  us,  (not  the  putting  away  the 

filth  of  the  flefli,  but  the  anfwer  of  a  good  confcience  towards  God) 

by  the  refurrefUon  oi  Jefus  Chrift. 
^  I  r.  What  engagements  are  laid  on  the  baptized  >    . 
' :  ;  2^1.' They  are.ipnggged  to  be  the  Lord's  people,  and  to  walkfuitably 

ip  that  engagement  \  Rom.  vl  4.  Therefore  we  are  buried  with  him 

by  baptifm  into  death :  that  like  as  Chrift  was  raifed  up  from  the 

de^d  by  the  gloi^  of  the  Father,  even  fo  we  alfo  fhould  walk  in  new- 

lacfsbflifc. 

1    ^  I  ;i-  Is  baptifm  to  be  Reiterated j^  as  the  Lord's  (upper  ? 
^  :     A^  No  \  .for  the  Lord's  fupper  b  a  facrament  for  nouriihing,  but 
\  <his  (or  implaQlatipn ;  Rom.  vil  4,  5.  Therefore  we  are  buried  with 
/   hi  en  by  baptifm  into  death  :  that,  like  as  Clirift  was  raifed  up  from  the 

dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father,  Qyei(  fo  we  alfo  (jiould  w^lk  ia  ncwr- 
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nefsof  life.    For  if  we  have  beeo  planted  together  in  the  likenefi  of 
his  deaths  we  flioold  be  aUb  in  the  likenefi  of  lus  reiurreAion.    ^        ' 
0^13.  Doth  baptifm  regenerate  men,  and  confer  faving  grace"?     ** 
j§.  No,  It  dothnot,  in  its  own  virtue,  convey  grace».  no  more  than' 
the  LonTsTuppcr  (  biit  the  Spirit  ofGod  is  the  author  pt  gracc»  and 
works  it  as  hepkafcs,  before  pr  after  haptiftn.  ' "  , 

OftheSubjeasofBaptiJin.  i 

Qjicft;j>5.  ^  ^1  >0  whom  is  baptifm  to  be  adminiftered  ? 

^         A.  Baptijtn  is  not  to  be  admtnt/tered  to  arty  that  an^ 
out  iff  the  yjfbk  £hurcb^  till  ttejprtfefs  their  faith  in  Chriff^  and  obedience* 
U  hmj  butihe  infants  of fitctJ  as  are  members  of  the  vi/Sfle  church  are  to 
k'Uptkei,  *  f 

CL  I-  Who  arc  to  be  baptized  ?  .       .    .i  .        a 

A.  Belhvers^  and  their  infant-ofispring ;  AAs  li.  39.  For  the'  prb*, 
mile  is  toYou,  and  your  children,  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off,  even  as '. 
many  as  the  Lord  our  God  fliall  call.  ■  *>  r.** 

(^2.  How  doth  it  appear,  that  the  infant-feed  of  believers  ouglit 
to  be  baptized  ?  '  '       "  !*      ^-'^ 

A.  It  appears  by  this,  that  they  being  Abraham's  feed,  wcre'takeri' 
into  covenant  mth  CSod,  and  ordered  to  have  the  fign  of  the  cove*"^ 
nant  appliSrto  them ;  and  that  grant  was  never  rtvened  ;  Gen..xyy.' 
.  7i  10.  And  I  will  eftablifli  my  cqvenant  between  me  and  th^e,  and  tB]^ 
feed  after  thee;  in  their  generations,  for  an  everlafting  covenant )  \(^ 
be  a  (iod  unto  thce^  and  to  tKy  ieed  after  thee.  TOs  is  my  c0vd-| 
nant,  which  ye  fl&all  keep  between  me  and  vdn,  and  thy  feed  after*' 
thee;  even  every  mafn-child  among  you  (hall  be  circumcifed.    '     ^ 

Qi  3/  But  wasTiot  that  the  covenant  of  works ;  and  fo  Will  riotf 
holdi^to  inf&  their  privilege  undet  the  covenant  rf  grace  ?  -    \ 

A,  No,  it  was  not ;  for  God  never  did,  nor  will  become  a  God  by^ 
'^yoflpcciaTintereft  to  any  people;  by  virtue  of  the  ccnreirtmt  'of 
worksjfijicc  the  breach  of  it  by  the  fall.  /  •     .  •  ;. J 

^  Q.  4.  iJuVif  it  were  the  covenant  of  grace,  How  doth  it  appear  %c 
nght  of  behevers  Infants  is  ftillthe  fame  it  was  before  in  AbraBamV 
time?'"* '-  '" :-     'i 


A.  It  appears  plainly  from  the  apoftle's  own  words  and  arguments  ^  * 


tnarcn  amoimg;  ttie  Jews, 

-^.  It  appears,  the  memberfhip  and  privileges  are  as  free  and  cottS^ 
?^  to  thfeih  lldvr,'lhaVare'the  children  of  Gentile  believers,  as  evcf 
tlicy  were  to  the  Jewift infants;  Rom.  xi,  17-  And  if  fomeof  t*hc 
•jftetesBe  hroken  otTx^hd  thou  being  a  wild  olive-tree,  wei*e  griW 
^  m  anibngft  them^  and  with  them  partafceft  of  the  root  and  fatn'efs 
of  the  olivc-irce.  *  ".      •    *   '     .      '  ..,  ^  '' 

Q^-C.  How  elfc  doth  it  appear  they  arc  within  the  toveiiant  f  '^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


A.  It  appears  b]r  this,  that  they  are  prooOuQccd  holy  i  i  Cois  ^ 
14.  ISlfe  were  your  cbildrisn  unclefthj  1}ut  now  are  they  ho)y.  Which 
is  afipederal  holioefs,  and  none  out  of  covenant  can  be  holy  by  cove- 
nant. 

Ok  7.  But^maj  not  thatjplace  mean  only  their  legitimacy  ?. 

^No,  h"Vann6V;  for  then, the  apoiUe  mufTpronbuncftjyilhjLin- 
ftnts  in^the^wqrld  baftards^  that  defcend  not '  at  lealV  Ifrom  one  belleV- 
togparcntT 

Q.  &•  But  infants  are  not  capable  to  covenant  with  Cp4i  .or  to 
perform  covenant-diities  (  and  .ther^|Q|V^.^ti(j  jli^uld  tl^  be  admit- 
ted to  covenant-  privileges .? 

V.X  child' BOW  of  eijht  days  old«  is  as  capah)e  of  bemg jftdouttcd 
into  covenant  w3th  God,  as  children  of  the  fame  age  were Iq  Ahra- 
liam^s  days  ,  and  then  it  is  manifeft  t^ej  w.^re  adi^itted* 

<3>  9.  Though  they  were  admitted  by  cjixiimcifipn  thc0j,wil|^it  IbU 
low,  they  may  oe  lb  By  Saplifm  now^  feeing^  that  ordinance  X  afap- 
Blhed? 

,A.  Tes,  it  will:  For  though  circumcifion  ceaie,  jet  baptiifm  is 
coriie  in  its  place ;  CbV  ii«  I0|  i  i|  i  a.  And  ye  are  complete  m  huo^ 
which  is  the  head  of  all  principality  and  power.  In  whom  aMb  ye  are 
Qrcumciied  with  the  circuracifion  made  without  hands., in  t)iutic(g  oflT 
tb^  body  of  the  fins  of  the  jlicib>  by  the  cirfuipcifion  of  ClfriA^  busied 
with  him  in  baptifm»  &c.  ^      ^       ^ 

l^ie.  Bm^circnrndfion  was  a  fea!  oflbcixovenantof^ works; 'and 
li^e, argument  will  not  lK)Idj  from  a  feai  of  the  covenac^  aTfrorlc^  to 
a  fed  orthe  covenant  of.  .grace  i  ' 

'A,  Cifcumcifion  never  was,  nor  was  intended  to  be  a/eal  of  the  co* 
wnaat  of  works.  But  pfjtli^TrigEteoarne^^  i  x-  And 

ke  received^^  the  fign  oJf  circumdfion,  a.feal  of  the  r^hteouifieis  of  the 
^ith  which  he  had  yet,  being  ilncircl^ncifed,  &c. 

0;  \U  But  havQ  we  no  expf^fs  command  in  the  New/tefjLamfQt  to 
baptize  infants  ? '    ^  T'  *  "^ 

i/.  There  npeded  na  new  command ;  their  privilege^  h^d  been  ftt- 
tied  .many  ages  before  ji^ppn.t))cm,  and-nev.q*  rcycrfedlbjfi£bi5ft>.  $mc 
fcis  apoiflles,  out  their  former  right  declared  to  continue  (ilU  to  the/oCk^ 
hfifk  1L  3p.  Tar  the  promife  is  to  jou  and  your  children^  &c. 

Q.  1^4.  But  if  they  have  a  right^  we  might  ex^£k  to  ^idjpo^e  eK« 
aippib  of  their  bapti3i||g  ) 

]  A>^  It  Is  manifeft  that  be'&evers  houTebolds  were  baptized^ wUb  tbcm  \ 
Ads  xvi.  ij^,  33.  And  when  '(he  was  baptized,  sbd  her'lioufeboldy 
4cc.  Ver.  ^j.  And  he:  took  them  the  fame  hour  of  the  Jijgfac,  «nd 
^raibed  theu-  ftripenl^aDd  was  baptized,  he  and  all  his  ftf a^ghtway* 
Avd  if  infants  are  aot^name^jjCb  xeitherare^  of  ag^  hom.ofChriU 
tisjgi  parent?.' 

.  Q.  1 3.  But  many  iruA  to  their  in&ntrha^ifmi  sfs  to  tK^regme* 
ration,  and  fo  much  inifcbief  is  done  ?    ' 

^•They  do  b\  yet  tbeduty  is  dot  therefjirp  to  be  aeg,l.efkd*  TJbc 
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I)Breachioe<>{  Chnft  isjo  rome  a  ftumUiog^Uod;  ^  yctjChoamuft  be 

|irea<^j3jg«l_a!f-^-  ^-    '*'  '♦    -   •-• 

0^14.  But  many  baptized  mhoX%  prove  OjiuAl  ?  . ..       / 

j§.  And  fo  do.many  bytized  at  agg^  ^c??-^  A)utics  are  notLtq  be 
iDOifimd  b2;eventsr  ,-  ■• 

Cf  iht  LwrtPs  Supptf. 
Qucfti  9<J.  ^T:THAT>the  lord's  fujipcr?     ,    ,  .        '  p  '  */ 

f  and  receiving  hrfoi  gndtuwe^  according  U  Chri/Fs  ap^mtmcrntu 

ratanJ^eamaf  manner ,  but  by/attb  made  partaiers  of  his  My  ffti  bhod^,  i 
lifiti  alliubenefits^  U  their Jpirii/ual nQuriJf)mefft\  attigrotvth  In grjoce,. 

Q/i.  ByVhofe  authority  i$  tlic.I^rd'^  fuppcr  ioflitutcd  and  ajv^ 
pointed  ?  .      '        '      \ 

'7[,  By  the  fevereign  authont^  of  Chrift,  the  king  of  the  church/  |   > 
andnotby  the  prcaTurc  of  man";  1  Cor«  xK  iy  iPor  I  haverqpwcd 
ofthe'I^dl  that  wh^h  Ufo  I  4ellvered  unto  you ;  that  the  Lord.  Je*^ 
fus,  the  fame  night  in  which  he  ^as  betrayed,  took  brj^ad«  ^^ 

Qj^a.  Of  what  parte  doth  thkfaaamcxit<;on^  .^  ^  ^ 

A,  It  copfifts  qQwo  sigrts^i  onc,^rthIy  andviQWej^tpj^yt^bcctd*-) 
and  wine  $  the  other  .^jpitual  and  iavifiblc^  the  body  and  jblood.of^y 
^^^ilCial'i^  \6.  'yiic  cup  of  .blc  (ting,  which  wc  bkfijis  it  npt 
tHe  communion  of  the  blood  of  ChriA  ?  The  brea^  which  we  breaks. 
isHnot  tKe  communion  of  the  body  of  Chrift? 

^3.  How  doth  thcfe  earthly  and  heavenly  things  hccomcaiacrani.  » 
ment?  '  ^  ^ 

2;*  By  the  word  of  inftitution,  and  blcifing  coming  from.Cbrift  \i^ 
on  them  ;  1  Cor."  xi.  23,  24,  25*  For  I  have  received  of  the  Lord^ 
that  which  alioTdeJiverod  untayx>U|.that  Uxeipord  Je^       the  &iie',^^ 
mght  In  which  he  was  betrayed,  took,  hread.    And  Vhenliie  bad  '^ 
^ven  thanks,  he  hrake  it,  and  faid.  Take,  eat,  this  is  my  bdSy  whx:h> 
^  !!P]^S9k&Cry<Ul.;  ..Thl3  4q  V^  remembrance  of  me.     After  the  ^ame. 
manner difo  he  took  the  cup,  when  he  had  fupped,  faying,  .This.Qip,  I 
is  the  Ne«r  Teftament  in  my  blood  ;  T!*his  do  ye,  as  often  as  ye  djr'mk) 
itj  in  remembrance  of  me.  .r  '    u 

(^4^  When  did  Chrift  ordain  and  iaftitute  this  facram^t?  ' 

^4  He  inftitiited  U  in  the,  fame  night  h^  was  betrayed  %  i  Gn%  id  a  . 
23.  The  I^ord'Jefuij  the  fame  night  m  wliich  he  was  betrayed,  took 
bread*    Ix  could  npt  be  fopnei,  becaufe  the  paflover  mufl:  be  firft  (ce-r  ; 
kbraited,  and*  by  the  inftit\ition  of  thi^  abrogated ;  not  hiteF,ibf  fooii^ 
after  he  was  apprehended. 

(^5,  What  doth  the  time  of  its  inftitijtipri,,teach  us  ? 

A*  It  teaches  us,  how  great  Chrifl's  care  and  love  to  bis  people  is, 
that  he  makes  in  his  ordinance  fuchproviilon  for  our  comfort,  though  4  ' 
helncw^Ts  own  bitter  agony  was  juft  at  hand. 

Q*  STyihax  is  the  general  uTe  and  end  of  this  iacranient  i 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


^6  An  Exp^umofthi  AffimUfs  CtOeehifm. 

.f    ^  A.lin  to  confinnj  lcal»  and  ratify  the  fiear  covenant  to  beCeym  ;* 
1  Cor.  xi.  35.  This  cup  is  the  New  Teftament  in  my  blood :  This  do 
ye>  as  oft  as  ye  drink  it,  in'  riemembnince  of  me. 
^  Q^  7.  Wliat  are  the  partrcidar  enda»  and  ofts  of  if  ? 

A.  The  firft  particular  ei|d  and  ufe  of  it,  isj^  to  bring  Cbrift  and  tps* 
fiiflferings  afrefli  fo  our  remembrance  $  i  C^xi.  24,  25.  This  do  in  ^ 
Kineifti&ance  ofme. 

Q.  ,8.  What  kind  of  rcmcmtranpe  of.Chrift  ii  hcje  intended  ? 
!/   *'A»  Not  a  xnerc.fjKtailativcj  but  an  aflfeftionate  heart- melting  re* 
j    snembrance  of  him ;  like  that  of  Peter,  Matth.*  xxvi.  75.,  And  Peter 
reinembered  the  words  of  Jefus,  which  faid'untp  himi  Before  the  cock 
Ihall  croWi  thou  (bait  deny  me  thrice.  And  he  went  ont»  and  wept' 
bitterly.    Or  of  JoTeph,  Gen.  zliii.  29,  30.  And  Jofeph  mad^haftej 
§M  his  bowelTdVd  yern  upon  his  brother  :   And  he  fought  wb^re  to 
weepy  and  be  entered  into  his  chamber  ind  wept  there, 
O-  9-  What  doth  this  end*  of  Ae  facrament Imply  ?  * 
;        jl.  It  implies  this ;  that  the  beh  of  God's  people  are  too  apt  to  for- 
;    get  Cbrift,-  and  what  he  bath  endured  and  ftjfiercd^  for  them.  *  '"*     * 
(*^       Q.  10.  What  elfe  doth  It  imply  ?  '  *-    -  .  . 

\  \  A.  It  implies  this ;  that  none  but  thofe  that  have  the  favineknolr- 
|rdg^  of  Cbrifti  and  have  had  former  acquaintance  with  Chn(V»  frc 
fit  for  thb  ordinance ;  for  no  man  can  remember  what  he  neyer  kn^w$ ' 
'.  I  Cor.  xi.  23*  Bi:^  let  .a  man  examme  himfelt,  and  fb  let  him  eat  of 
thatbready  and  drink  of  that  cup. 
'  Q.  X  I.  Wha^  is  the  fecond  particular  nfe  and  end  of  this  facra- 

ment?     '      ^ ' 

^^  It  i^  to  reprefent  Chrift  to  believers^  a$  an  apt  fign  of  him,  and' 
of  his  deatb  \  and  that  both  memorativcj  figni&catlvci  and  inftmc* 
tive- '   '  f        .    ' 

p.  i?.  How-  is  it  a  memorativc  fign  of  Chrift  i 
'  A  It  Sribgs  Chrift  to  our  remembrance,  as  his  death  and  bitter  fli^ 
ferings  are  tb^erein  rep^efented  to  us,  by  the  breaking  ol  bread,  and 
potrinjg'forth  bf  wine;  i  Cor.  xi.  26.  For  as  often  as  y.c  eat_  tflis 
breacfj  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  do  £bcw  |oith  the  Wrd'sjJcatb^till  he 
come. 

Q^  ij.  How  isit  afignificativcordinance?  *       '        .      * 

^,  It  IS  a  fignificative  ordinance,  not  only  as  it  rcprefents  Chrift's 
fufferings,'  but  the  believers  union  with  him  as  the  Head,  and  with 
each -other  as  members  of  his  body;    i  Cor.  x.  16,  17.    Tijecup  of 
blefCng  which  we  blefs,  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the  blood  of  phrift? 
The  bread  which  we  break,  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the  body  of 
Chrift  ?  For  we  being  manj,  are  one  .bread,-  and  one  body,  &c. 
O^  14.  In  what  rcfpcft  is  it  an  inftruAive  fign  ? 
I  .     i^  It  IS  an  inftruOive  fign  in  divers  refpe^ ;  namely,  fir  ft,  as  it 
X  teaches  us;  that  Chrift  is  th?  only  nutritive  bread,  by  wjiich  our  fouls* 
'    live;  John  vi.  51.    I  am  the  living  bread,  which  came  down  from 
b^^v^p :  If  any  man  eat  pf  tfai?  bread|  he  (ball  live  for  ever^  arid  the 
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bread  that  I  will  give  Is  mj  flefli»  which  I  will  give  for  the  life  of  the 
world.     And,  ficondfyt  as  it  ioflniAs  us,  that  the  New  Teftament  la  ^ 
now  initsfidl  force, tjr  the' death  of Chria the TcftatC«:;Heb.ir.  ) 
1 6,  1 7/  For  where  a  Teftament  is,  there  muft  alfo  of  neceffity  be  the 
death  oiF  the  Teftator.    For  a  teftament  is  of  force  after  men  are 
dead  ^  otherwife  it  b  of  no  force  at  all,  wbilft  the  Teftator  liveth. 
Thus  much  of  the  Author,  nature,  and  ends  of  the  Lord's  fuppcr* 

()f  the  Elements,  AQion,  and  SubjeBi  of  ii^ 

Q»eft.  I.      A   RE  not  bread  and  wine  too  fmall  and  common  thiags ' 
^/^  to  r'eprefent  the bodj  and  blood  of  Chrift  ? 

A.  Though  a  bit  of  bread,  and  a  draught  of  wine,  be  thing|S  of 
fmall  value  In  themfelves  ;  yet  they  are  great  in  refpe^  of  their  uie 
and'ehcl.'    A  pennyworth  of'^wax  is  a  fmall  thing  in  itfelfj  but  being  ;p 
appKed  to  the  label  of  a  deed,  may  be  advanced  to  the  worth  of  thoa«- 
faiids  of^pounds,  as  it  receives  the  feal  to  a  great  inheritance. 

QTirTs  not  the  bread  in  the  facrament  turned  into  the  very  body 
'of  Chrift  itfelf,  by  tranfui^ftantlation  P 

A:  No/ i£ls  not ;  but  the  elements  ret^  ftill  their  own  proper  na^  ; 
tiire  of  bread  and  wine,  after  the  words  of  confecration ;  and  are  fb  '• 
catted;  I  Con  xi/26.  For  as  o|ten  as  ye  eat  this  bread,  &c.  Matth. 
xxvL  29.'  But  I  (ay  unto  you,  I  will  not  henceforth  drink  of  this  fruit 
of  the  vbe^  imtil  that  day  when  I  drink  it  new  with  you  m  my  Father^s 
kingdonu 

Q^  3*  What  is  the  firft  argument,  by  which  Protefiants  confute 
the  PopiOn  doAnne  of  tranfubftantiation  i 

^r  The  £rft  argument  againft  it,  is  taken  from  the  end  of  the  fin 
cnmenf  }  which  is,  to  bring  Chrift's  body  and  blood  to  our  remeow 
bnhce  i  i  Cor.  xu  24,  25.  This  do  in  remembrance  of  me.  Now 
'figns  for  remembrance,  are  of  thmgs  abfent,  not  prefent* 

Q.  '4«  What  is  the  fecon4  argument  ? 

j1*  Bec^ufe  the  language  in  which  our  Saviour  fpake,  had  no  other 
^property  of  eipreffion  \  there  being  no  other  word  for  fignify,  but  h 
inftead  thereof,  as  Is  manifeft  in  both  fcftaments ;  Gen.  xii.  27.  And  ' 
the^kvcnlll-favoured  kine,  that  came  up  after  them,  arc  feven  years 
of  famine.  Rev.  i.  20.  The  feven  ftars,  are  the  angels  of  the  feven 
churches;  and  the  feven  candlefticlcs  which  thou  faweft,  are  the  fevea 
churches. 

Q.  5.   What  is  third  argument  againft  tranfubftantiation  ? 

A.  Tlie'  manifold  grofs  abfurdltiesi  that  naturally  and  neceflarily 
.follow  on  this  do^rincjt  /hew  the  falfenefs  of  itj^  and  that  it  is  juftly  re* 
jeAedranSTabhorred  by  all  found  Chriftians. 

0^6.   What  is  the  firft  abfurdity  that  follows  it  ? 

A.  This  doftnne  allows  that  to  a  filly  prieft,  which  is  not  to  be  al- 
lowed tosA  the  angek  in  heaven.  It  allows  him  power  to  make  his 
Maimer,  iiid  eat  his  God ;  and  in  juftifying  this  by  the  omnipotency 
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^  dn  Etep^H  tf  the  Affemhtp  Catednfiiu 

e{  God*  tbey  faj  no  more,  tban  what  a  Ttirk  maj.fay  to  juftify  Ac 
moft  ridiculous  fooleries  of  the  Alcoran. 
V      QjL  7  •  ^'i?^  ^  ^^^  fccond  abfurdity  of  tranfubftantiitlon  ? 

^The  fecbnd  abfurdity  is  this,  that  it  denies  the  truth  of  the  tcf. 

:  timony  jgiven  by  the  feflfcs  of  all  meni'that  it  is  rcal_br??<lx  and 

;  real  wine,  after  conlccration,  and  not  flelB  and  bloodf    And  if  the 

tefilmbny  of  fenfe  be  not  certain,  then  the  beine  of  God^snnot  be 

.  proved  by  the  things  that  are  made;  contrary  to  Rom.  U  2o.  For  the 

y  invifible  things  of  him  from  the  creation  of  the  world*  are  clearly  feco, 

'being  underilood  by  the  things  that  are  made,  even  hisetemal  povcr 

.and  Godhead,  &c.    Nor  the  truth  of  Chrlft's  rcfurrtfiftion,  by  feeing 

and  feeling ;  contrary  to  Loke  jlhW.  39.    Behold  my  bands  and  my 

feet,  that  it  is  I  myfelf ;  handle  me,  and  fee,  &c. 

'    Q^  8.  What  is  the  third  abfurdity  of  tranfubflantiation  ? 

ji.  The  third  abfurdity  Is  this,  that  in  affirming  the  accident!  of 
bread  and*  wine  to  remain,  and  their  fubAance  to  vanifh ;  tbey^  affirm, 
that  there  is  length,  breadth,  thicknefs,  moifture^  and  fweetneis} 
and  yet  nothing  long,  broad^  thick,  moifl^  or  fweet j  which  1$^  a  per- 
fcA  contradiAion. 

Q^  p.  What  is  the  fourth  abfurdity  of  tranfybftatitiation  f 
\  ^.  It  implies,  that  the  entire  living  body  of  Chrift  fat  at  the  t;^e, 
and  at  tlieTame  time  was  dead,  and  in  the  dilciples*  mouths  and 
'fiomachs  In  the  firft  facramefit ;  and  that  in  all  after-Tacraments  it  is 
wholly  In  heaven,  and  wholly  in  as  many  thoufand  places  in  the  world, 
as  there  are  facraments  adminiftercd.  .      .. -- 

Q;  fO.  What  doth  the  breaking  of  this  breadj  and  poming  out  of 
irinein the fucrament,  %nify ? 

A*  It  TS^nlfies  the  violent  painful  death,  and  bitter  luffcringJ  of 
Chrift  for  us ;  I  Cor.  xL  26.  Vor  as  often  as  ye  eat  this  breacC^^ 
drink  this  cup,  ye  do  fiiew  the  Lord's  death  till  he  come. 

O.  X I  •  What  doth  the  giving  and  taking  of  the  facramental bread 
and  wine  iignify? 

A.  Thefc  aftions  fignify, God's  exhibiting,  and  the  befievers  apply- 
,ing  of  Chrin,  and  all  his  benefits,  to  their  louls. 

Q.   12.  Who  are  fit  fubjefts  to  receive  the  Lord's  fupper.f 

A>  Nojac  that  arc  grofsly  ignorant,  fcandalous,  or  unbelleven  in 
"their  natural 'f!ate,  for  fuch  cannot  examine  themf elves,  as  the  woitl 
requires;  i  Cor.  xi.  28.  But  let  a  man  examine  himfelf^  and  fo  let 
Mm  eat  of  that  bread,  and  drink  of  that  cup.  But  do  eat  and  ix^ 
judgment  to  themfelves ;  i  Cor.  xi.  29.  For  he  that  cateth  tfd 
drinketii  unworthily,  eateth  and  drinketh  damnation  to  bfanfelfi  vs^ 
difcerning  the  Lord's  body. 

0-  13.  Arc  morally  honeft  and  fober  perfons  qualified  fitf  tius 
&cnment? 

A.  No  \  civility  and  morality  do  not  qualify  p«;rfons,  they,  are  oot 
the  wedding-garment}  but  regenerating  grace  and  faith  dotli»  in  the 
fmallefl  meafure  \  Matth.  xxii.  la.    And  he  laith  unto  him>  Friendi 
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IkOir  cuDflft  tlK»  io  hither,  not  having  a  iveddliig«famat  >  Ac.  t 
Cor.  X.  i6»  17.  The  cap  of  hieffing  which  «•  Ue&,  is  it  not  the 
communion  of  the  blood  of  Chrift  ?  The  bread  which  wehrtak,  it  it 
nottbeconmiinionofthebodyof  Chrift?  For  wirbeing  maajr^  gate 
one  bready  and  one  body ;  for  we  are  all  partakers  of  that  one  brod* 

(tf  the  Duties  $f  Commumcants. 

Qfcft*^?*  TTTHAT  is  reqdfed  to  the  worthy  ttceitinf  of  the 
^  W    Lord*s<u^? 

A.  Muft^mred^ihimthannmtlU^Mrth 
fer^ibattblf  exatmntibemfetvescf  their knoffvkdp  to Uptm tl^e Lorfft fo» 
dy:  of  their  faith  to  feed  upon  him  ;  ff  their  ribintemee^  hve^  and  new  Ae- 
S^ctijef  comng  unworthOvy  Aej  tat  and  drtfAjudgmeni  to  themfelyesm  (J 

0.  <•  What  are  the  dutMS  of  worthy  receivers  i 

A*  There  arc  three  forts  of  duties  incttmbent  on  them )  (ome  an*    ; 
tecfriflnf  to  ity  (bme  concomitant  of  it^  and  fame  fobfeqaent  to  it. 

Q^xWl&at  are  the  anitecedem  duties  to  it?  : 

A.  Ther  are  two.  (i.)  E^unination  of  thek  graces.  (1.)  PrepSp'  j 
ration  of  itttdr  folds.  Examination  of  their  graces^  i  Qir.xL  l8» 
99^  IBiit  fet  a  man  eiaminc  Umfeif,  and  fo  let  him  eat  of  that  breads 
amd  drink  of  tint  cup.  For  bs  that  eatethand  dritdEcth  unwor&Oy^ 
«atetfa  and  driaketh  damnation  to  bunleify  not  di(cemin|  the  Lord^ 
bodjF.  And  preparation  of  th€ir  ibuls ;  1  Cor.  t.  8.  Therefore  let  , 
us  keep  the  feaft,  not  with  old  leaTcn,  neither  with  the  leaven  of  ma^ 
lice  and  wkkedae&t  bat  wkb  the  nnleavened  bread  of  finceritf  and 
truth. 

Q;^^*  Whatistbeflrftoracetobetried!  1 

A.  Oor  Afinff  knowlodfge  of  God  ki  Chrift^  wlthoct  which  wc  cao*  ^ 
not  difonrn  the  Lord's  body  \  i  Cor.  ai.  29   For  he  that  eatethauA  / 
ddoketh  unworthily,  eateth  and  drinketh  damnation  to  himfeifi  not 
difceming  the  Lord's  body. 

Q.  4*  What  are  we  to  enquire  of»  toucUng  our  knowled^  of 
G^m  Chrift? 

>f.  We  age  to.  examine  wtiether  it  he  competent  for  quantityi  and  ^ 
fimj^^r ji^perative  and  infioemial  on  the  heart  and  fife,  for  qualir|r ;  *[ 
Hai«iiT.  6.  My  people  are  deftroyed  for  lack  of  kaowledgCf  ^.U 
I  Cor.  aiii.  i.  Though  I  fpeakwkh  the  tongues  of  men,  andof  a9« 

Selst  and  have  not  charity,  I  am  become  as  a  founding  Jbrais,  or  tink* 
og^oriML 

^5.  Whtais  knowledge  competent  and  influential  ? 
A*  When  wiTtruty  underihind]^  by  the  teachings  of  the  Father,  the  / 
fin  and  mifery  of  the  faUj  the  nature  and  neotfity  of  Chrift,  and,  ua* 
dcir  chafe  comSEtions,  come  to  him  in  the  way  of  faith }  John  vi.  45. 
*  ■■  Every  man  thmfere  4iat  hath  hcfrd,  and  hath  learned  of  the 
FaAeiv  corocA  unto  me.  ^And  futge^  Qurfcl?cs  to  him  in  &)cere 
obedience  X  Matth.  tL  aS,  a^.  p)me  unto  ate,  all  ye  that  hbour  and 
^01^   VI.  Oo 
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f^  JM:  Siili^H  y  fir  AptMfi  CaiScl^. 

9rehti^v^  laden»  and  I  will  give  you  rtSt.  Take  my  yoke  upoti  y6tt| 
and  learn,  of  me,  for  t  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart;  and  ye  {hall 
find  reft  unto  yoiir  lbiik« 

r'  •  <^tf*  What  are  we  to  ezamide  ourfelves  about,  befides  know** 

!  ledge? 

I       A*  We  are  obliged  to  examine  ourfclvcs  about  pur  faith,  whether 

)   we  have  it  in  any  faving  degree ;  2  Cor.  xlii.  5.  Examine  yourfclves, 

/   wb^Cher  ye  he  in  the  £uth :  Prove  yoorfelves,  &c/Fof  without  fiaith 

we  cannot  pkafe  Cod  %  Heb.  xi.  6.  But  without  fatth  it  is  impoffible 

to  pkalc  God,  5ct.    Nor  enjoy  fjpiritaal  communion  with  Chzift; 

^  ;^h#iiL  17.  That  Cbrift  may  dwelt  in  ydliir  hearts  by  fiFth )  that  ye 

being  roo^  and  grounded  in  love,  &c. 

fQ.  7.  What  other  grace  imift  be  examihed  and  fgui^t&r  ? 
A.  We  muft  examine  our  love  to  Chrift,  and  all  that  are  his :  be- 
caole  no'^giftft  ^pufy  any  thing  without  love  \  i  Cor«  xiii.  2.  And 
though  I  have  thegiEt  of  prophecy,  and  tinderfland  all  myfteries,  and 
all  knowledge ;  and  though  I  have  all  faith,  fo  that  I  could  reiqove 
moui)tains»^  and  have  not  charity,  I  am  nothing. 
r  «  ^^*  What  elfe muft  worthy  receivetsexamincthemfelves  about? 
j       A*  Thefincerity  of  their  b^rts^  evklenced  by  thetr  obedience; 
}  vrtthont  which  they  cannot  worthily  approach  the  table )  1  Cor.  ▼. 
8.  Therefore  let  us  keep  the  feaft,  not  with  old  leaven,  neither  with 
die  leaven  of  malice  and  wickednefii  but  with  the  unleavened  bread 
of  fincerity  and  truth. 
y  .  (Xp.  But  if,  upon  examinatioDj  we  are  m  doubts  about  our  fiuth 
I    anduncerity,  muft  we  forbear  i 

Al^Wour  doubts  arife  from  the  weaknefc,  and  not  the  total  want  of 
y  p^cct  fuch-doubu  Ihould  not  hinder  us  y  Rom.  xiv.  i.  Him  dut  is 
^     weak  m  the  faith,  receive  you,  &c. 

Q.  io«  What  is  the  danger  of  coming  to  the  Lord's  table  without 
;  thefe graces? 
•  A^  The  danger  Js  exceeding  great  both  to  foul  and  body.  (1.) 
To  the  foul  I  I  Cor.  zi.  29/  fix  he  that  eateth  and  drinketh  unwoi^ 
-'  liuly,  eateth  and  drinketh  damnatioa  to  Umielf,  &c.  And  tothe  bo- 
dy 4  i  Cor.  xi.  30.  For  this  caufe  many  are  weak  and  ikkly  among 
you>  and  many  fleep. 

(V 1 1.  What  are  the  duties  ,of  worthy  receivers  at  the  Lord's 
table!  .  " 

Al  Their  dirties  at  the  table  arc,  to  difcem  Chrift  by  the  qe^  of 
faith,  under  Ihofe  ficns  of  his  body  and  blood  1  i  Cor.  su.  29.  For  he 
that  eateth  and  drinketli  unworthily,  eateth  and  drinketh  damnation 
tobimrelf,  notdifceming  the  Lord's  body.  On,thedifcoveryof  him^ 
to  mouni  bitterly  for  fin  i  Zoch.  xii.  10  -^And  they  fball  look  upon 
^le^  whom  they  have  pierced*  and  they  ihall  mourn  for  him,  as  one 
moumeth  for  his  only  fon,  and  fhali  be  in  bittemefs  forhkn,as  one 
that  is  in  bittemefs  for  his  firft-bom.  And  to  excite  all  their  graces 
^  into  vigorous  ads  for  the  ^lyingof  Chrift  to  themfeives^Cant.  iv.  16. 
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AwTkcp  O  lUMrth-wind,  and  come^  iboo  ibuth,  blow  upon  my  gardei^ 
(hat  the  fpices  thereof  iiuqr. flow  out,  &€• 

Q^  12.  What  is  the  duty  of  worthy  reoeiTtrSi  after  the  facra^ 
Toenti  X 

^A.  Their  duty  b,  heaftily  to  Uefs  God  for  Chrift|  imd  the  benefits  j 
ofhisUdody  Matth.  xxvl  30,  And  whea  they,  had  faqg  ao  hyom^-^ 
they  went  out  into  the  mount  of  olives.    To  double  their  care  a|i4 
watchfohiefs-  againft  fin  \  £ph.  iv.  jp.  And  grieve  not  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit, wliereby  ye  are  feakd  to  the  day  of  redemption.    And  to  grow.^ 
more  fruitful  in  all  fpiritual  obedience  \  CoL  i*  lo.  That  ye  m%ht 
walk  worthy  of  the  Lord  unto  all  pleafing  \  being  fruitful  in. every 
good  work,  and  increafing  in  the  knowledge  of  G€>d.  ^ 

Q.  13.  Wlgt  is  the  firft  iplqrcsice  from  hence  ?  ^ 

A.  That  the  abufe  and  profanation  of  thls.ordinancci.  either  bf  K 
coming^tolitlfor.  carnal  ends,  or  being  forced  .upqo  |t  by  fear  of  fuffer-  ; 
ingsi  or  approaching  to  it  without  due  qualifications,  is  a  dreadful  fii^  y 
which  God^will  terribly  avenge ;  Mat.  xxiL  zi.  I2,  13.  And  when 
the  King  came  in  to  fee  the  guefts,  he  faw  there  a  man  which  had 
not  a  weddittg-garment.    And  he  faith  unto  him,  Friend^  how  cacpel^  ^ 
thou  in  hithefi  not  having  on  a  weddmg  ^garmefit  ?  And  he  was  j 
fpeecUeis.    Then  iaid  the  king  unto  the  fervants^  Bind  him  huul 
and  foot,  and  take  him  away,  a^caft  him  into  outer  darkneis:  There 
flull  be.  weeping  and  gnafliing  of  teeth. 

0^14.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  from  hence  ? 

An  That  great  and  manifold  are  the  bleffinp  and  advantages  which   .) 
ChriftiattS  duly  prepared  may  reap  by  this  ordinance. 

Of  Prayer. 

fw  tbift^s  agreeaUe  U  bU  wiU,  in  the  name  ^  Cbri/l^  witb  conf^jim  rf   \ 
mrj^nsj^^and  jiantful  acltiovfledgment  of  bis  mercies* 

Q.  I.  Who  is  the  proper  and  only  objeft  of  prayer  ? 

A*  God   only  is  the  proper  pl^e^t  of  prayer*,  it  is  A  part  of   . 
his  natural  worfETp,  therefore  it  is  peculiarly  his  honour  and  pre*   ^ 
r^tTve,  and  none  eHe  can  bear  and  anfwer  them  but  God  ;  Piajm 
lxvv2;  O  thou  that  heareft  prayer,  unto  thee  ihall  all  fleOi  come. 

Q.  9.  Throuj^  wbom^  or  in  whoie  name«  are  our  prayers  to  be  di«    ' 
reacatoGodr  ^ 

A.  Our  prayers  are  to  be  direfked  to  God  only  through  Chrifl:,  "^ 
and  his  name;  and  not  by  the  mediation  of  angels  or  faints ;  Col. 
i|- 18.  Xct  no  man  beguile  you  of  yirur  reward,  in  a  voluntary  humi* 
%,  and  worfliipping  of  angeK  For  the  merit  and  iatisfia£tion  of 
Chrift  alone  ijsive  fucccfe  apd  acceptance  to  pur  prayers  \  Rev.  viii,  j^ 
4-  And'another  angel  caoae,  and  ftood  at  the  altar,  Isaving  a  golden 
cenfer ;  and  ti^re  ,was  given  unto  him  much  inceide,  that  he  fliould 
oOfer  it  vrith  tbc  pr^iyer^  ofaUAoot^  i|Km  tbf  goldoi  8|lt»rj  whicb  wsi9 
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Ikrfbre  tb«  tAtr^tfv  And  t)ie'  foidke  of  tbe  ioceHfe  which  caifM^  wHh 
the  prayers  of  the  faints,  afce&ded  Qp  btfofe  God|  obt  of  tie  8lD)^s 
J»M.  tjv^  if.  j;.  For  Chdre  Is  one  God,  and  one  Medkito#  be-- 
tween  God  and  meui  the  man  Chrid  Jefus. 

/        ^3-  Whalisthc'firllpmpeftyoi^<jUaMtyofacc^Wej*^yer? 

\^   ^    ^Tfl6  f^vf^  cw.  be  aceei^able  to  God^  e)ecc^  t&e  matter  df  it 

"f    %t  ai^a'S^le  {o  lits^  will  r  JadSe^  1^.  ^.  iTe  aic  iahd  n^bei^e  not|  becM& 

i  ye  aAt  airiifs»  that  ye^  m^  cooTuAe  it  upo»  your  kite ;  i  ]^km  t.  f  4» 
f  ^.  And  thrs  is  the  confidence  that  i;^b  hartre  hi  hiniy  that  if  We  dfft: 
«Dy  thkig  aeeordiiA^  to  bis  iirill>  he  heareth  usw  And  if  We  kiiow  rhM: 
%t  bear  ui|  whsitfi>evet  we  alkj  i^^  ki$6#  that  Wt  have  the  pttkioii^ 
)hat  ^t  deiire  of  hmt. 

'       Q.  4.  Is  it  enough  t0  ilutite  prayer  aceeptabte^  that  the  mattef  is 

{)  %r^eaMe  toTSoaPs  wiHT 

I        S?.  Jfro,  k  is  not ;  fdr  the  m^Mner,  ris  well  as  the  iftatftr,  nitlft  b^ 

j   fil  too ;  Plaldi  Isvi,  18.  If  I  regard  ini^ity  lA  niy  heart|  the  Lord 
Ititf  not  hear  izle» 
0^5.  What  is  the  firft  qiidificati<^  of  all  acceptable  prl^^  re& 

;,  ^)B<(!kingthe  manner  of  it  ? 

^-     A.  That  k  be  fincere,  atid  JEtowteg  lh)m  the  hetit  bf  a  re^^aMe 

^  Attfbn ;  FroT.  xv.  2  9.  The  Ldfd  ik  fo  firoi^  th6  #ieked  ;  b^^  he 
leafeth  the  prayer  of  the  rightedik    Jer.  xl&k.  13.  And  ye  tM\ 

j   feek  mci  and  find  me^  when  ye  fliaU  ftarth  for  me  with  illl.yoit^ 

j  teart.-  "-      ^    *  '     "     '      ' 

^^Tlt^e.  What  is  the  ftcond  ^uiMeitlon  of  prayer  rcfpeflting  the 
manner  ? 

A.  It  muft  be  performed  in  the  heart  of  a  child  of  God  by  the 
Spirit  of  adoption  ;  Cal.  iv.  6.  And  becaufe  ye  are  Tons,  God  hath 
fent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Sotf  imo  yonf  hearts,  dviligi  Abb%  Fa* 
tber.  Rom.  Tiii  26  Likewife  the  Spirit  alTo  helpetn  our  infirmities: 
Ibr  we  know  rm,  what  we  flioiitd  i^^itf  for  as  W6  ought ;  bqt  the  SpA« 
rit  itfelf  maketh  interceffioti  ftf  OSj  With  groai»iiigi  #hlcb  caiMfit  bo 
Vttered, 

0^7.  What  i»  the  third  qaali^cation  of  an  aceeplM^  pniytn  v^ 
ptfling  the  m^n^  ? 

A"  It  moft  be  fervent  ^ttid  ittipor tnfiaie,  Hot  eold  and  formal,  tames 
V.  itf>a.^Hhe  elTeAtiat  ferrefit  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  amfetfa 
ttmdi )  Mfttthi  viir  7.  Aflt>  ai>d  H  Ih^U  be  given  yoa  \  feekj  and  ye 
ihall  find  ;  knocki  and  it  (hall  b^  opened  unto  you. 

Q^iB.  \^  herein  doth  true  importunity  with  Goil  hi  prayer  cen* 

-    A.  ^ot  id  th6  imilritiide  of  ^Woi^ ;  M»th.  vK  7.  But  wb^  ye 

^%  ufe  not  vain  reptetitiohSi  a»  the  Heathen  do :  for  they  tbmk  fthey 

1    Aall  be  heard  for  th^ir  moeh  fftHH^^.    But  in  an  bofy  eameftnefi 

''  ^^Mrit  to  be  beard  1  Pfalnti  atSkh  7.  Hear  me  f)>eed'f)v  O  Loi^^^my 

'    ^t  ^Wth}  hiM  Mt  thy  fa^«  ^6»  ii^i  left  I  bk  M&e  onto  tfcem 

•H^  dOvft  iii«»^  |4    J^^ ]*M^  aioiee  of  firevaletit  al|;ii<i 
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laeiltt}  JohrqmiiL  4. 1  would  order  my  caafe  bdbfe  him,  ztii  fin  my 
moutk  Wkb  argoments.    And  si  reiblute  perfif^ance  in  our  reqttefts^^ 
till  they  be  granted  ;  Ifa.  IxiiTyr^na  gtvc  bim  no  rcffjUirHc'cfta-^ 
blifli,an3  tmlie'ma^e  JervTalcm  a  praife  to  (he  earth. 

Q.  <^  Dojidtjrayers  thus  qualified  fofidetimes  miftarry  ? 

^.  Cod  ina;.de%  and  Ijilpend  the  arfwer  of  them  for  a  time  j^ 
PiabJi  san*  a.  Omj  Cod,  I  cry  fn  the  day-time»hut  thou  leareft  not^ 
&c    BuHoma  e^  God  will  always  ^nfwer  tbemj  either  in  tht  -a 

wyttang  wea&;  I  John  v.  15.--J — We  know  that  lire  ha^e  the 
pcHtioBS  that  we  defired  of  him  :  Or  in  that  which  is  equivalent,  or 
better }  Gen.  xvii.  18,  19.  And  Abraham  faid  unto  God,  O  that 
lOimadl  might  live  before  thee !  And  God  faid,  Sarah  thy  wife  flkall 
bear  thee  %{(m  indeedi  and  thou  fhalt  call  his  name  Ifaac :  and  I  will 
elhbHfii  my  covenant  with  bim,  for  an  everlading  covenant,  aM  with 
bb  f«ed  after  him. 

(^10.  Is  there  no  firayer  but  what  is  ftated  and  fixed  ? 

Ai  Yes,  ^ere  rs  fuddeti  occaflonal  prayer,  which  we  calf  cjaculafd-X, 

S.    SU^was  Jacob's,  Gen.  xKx.  18.  t  have  waited  for  thy  ialvatiotl, 
XcNTd*    And  this  is  exceed'ing  ufefiil,  to  maintain  conflant  common  X 
oion  with  Go(C  and  keep  the  heart  in  a  fpiritual  frame.  I 

Q/Tirr«  aH  ftated  and  fixed  f  rayer  public  in  the  congregation  or 
church  > 

A^  No  9  fiaited  prayer  ought  to  be  in  our  familief ,  with  thofe  tmdef 
our  chjffge;~ana'"5n  our  clolcts,*  betwixt  God  and  us  alone;  J6fil, 
xaiv.tj^""  ■  But  as  for  me  and  my  houfe,  we  will  ittvt  the  liord. 
And  Mattb.  vi^  6.  But  when  thou  pfayeft^  enter  into  tby  clofet ;  ani 
when  thou  haft  (hut  thy  door,  pray  to  thy  Father  which  is  in  fecret  i 
and  thy  Father  which  feeth  in  fecret  (hall  reward  thee  openly. 

Q;  12.  What  do  you  infer  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  tl»  reftraiht  of  prayer  is  not  only  a  grt7±  fin,  but  an  ill  (^ 
to  of  a  gracclcfi  heart ;  Job  vi.  '4.  T^a,  thou  cafteft  off  fear,  and  re-  ^^ 
ftraineR  prayer  before  God.    And  tha(  which  entails  a  judgment  and  1 
curre  upon  men,  and  their  families ;  Jer.  x.  25.  Pour  out  thy  fury 
opon  the  Heathen  that  know  thee  not,  and  upon  the  famifies  that 
call  not  upon  thy  name. 

Q^n,  What  is  the  fccond  inference  fi-om  the  o/dinance  of  prayer?  \ 

A.  That  the  true  rcafon  why  we  enjoy  not  the  mercies  we  pray 
ibr,  is  not  becaufe  God  is.  unwilling  to  graAt  mercies,  but  becaufe  we  / 
cither  hegleff  prayer,  or  mifcarry  in  the  manner  of  prayer  j  James 
iv.  l,'^3l  Ye  Itfft,  and  have  not ;  ye  kill,  and  defire  to  have,  and  can* 
not  Obtain :  ye  fight  and  war,  yet  ye  have  iiot,  becaufe  ye  alk  not.  Yc 
A,i  and  receive  not,  bccimfe  ye  afk  ^mifs,  that  ye  may  confume  it  up- 
on your  Kifist 

Of  DireOkn  in  Prayer. 

forOurdh-efti 
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Qncit  9j.  \XTHAt  hde  hath  God  given  for  Our  dh-eaido  in  the 
,  W  .duty  of  pray ct? 


*l 


'    094  Ah  Eftpg/ltion  cf  the  AffMlfs  Catednfm. 

A«  The  whole  word  of  Cod  it  of  ufi  to  direful  in  fnttfer  ^  but  the 

^   fecial  ride'^direBion^  is  th^tform  of  prayer  which  Cbrjfi  fought  bis  dif" 

j     eiplefycwmnetdj  called^  The  Lord's  prayer. 

;         Q^  f.  Do  men  need  dire£lIon3|  rules^  and  helps  in  prayer  ? 

,         A.  Hhef  do^eatly  need  thcnij  for  in,  and  of  ourfelves  wc  know 

not  wkit  to  pray  for  as  we  ought  %  Rom.  viii.  26.  likewife  the  Sfn* 

fit  alfo  helpeth  our  infirmit]^';  for  we  know  not  what  we  fliould  pray 

for  as  we  ought,  &c.  Nor  how  to  pray  in  a  right  manner^  and  bt 

.'.  right  ends ;  and  a  miftake  in  either  fruftrates  our  prayers  i  James  iv. 

Te  aik,  and  receive  not,  becaufe  ye  aik  "amifs,  that  ye  may  con- 
Sime  it  upon  your  lufls. 

0^2.  When  do  men  miftake  in  the  matter  of  their  prayer  ? 
^  A^  They  miftake  in  the  matter  of  prayer,  when  they  aik  of  God 
things  that  arc  not  lawful,  good  and  agreeable  to  his  wilL^  So  the  dif- 
dples  were  ready  to  do,  in  calling  for  nre  from  heaven  on  the  Sama* 
rilahs  \  Luke  ix.  54,  55.  And  when  his  difciples,  James  and  Joho, 
iaw  this,  they  faid,  Lord^  wik  thou  that  we  command  fire  to  come 
down  from  heaven,  and  confume  them,  even  as  Elias  did  ?  But  he 
turned  and  rebuked  them,  and  faid,  Te  know  not  what  manner  of 
Ipirit  yc  are  of«  .  » 

Q^.  When  do  men  miftake  in  the  manner  of  prayer  I 

A.  Tbey  miftake  in  the  manner,  when  they  a&  mercies  of  (Sod 
for  carnal  ends,  to  fatisfy  their  luCjts  \  James  iv.  3.  Ye  aik,  and  receive 
not,  becaufe  ye  aik  amifs,  that  ye  may  confume  it  upon  your  lufts. 
.  Or  in  a  drowfy  and  carelefs  manner  \  Ifa»  Itiv.  7.  And  there  is  none 
that  calleth  upon  thy  name,  that  ftirreth  up  himfelf  to  take  bold  of 
thee,  &c. 

C^4.  What  helps  hath  God  afforded  us  to  fumiOi  us  to  prayer, 
both  m  refpe£l  of  the  matter  and  manner  ? 

A*  The  foriptures  abundantly  furnilh  us  with  all  ibrti^  of  helps  and 
dire£lions  for  the  matter  of  prayer.  It  direfts  us,  both  in  confcffion  0/ 
iin,  original  and  a£hial  \  Pfalm  li.  4,  5.  Behold  I  was  fiiapen  In  ini* 
quity,  and  in  iin  did  my  mother  conceive  me.  Againft  thee,  thee 
only  have  I  finned,  and  done  this  evil  in  thy  fight,  &c.  Petition  and 
thankfgiving ;  Phil.  iv.  6.  Be  careful  for  nothing,  but  in  eyory  thing, 
by  prayer  and.  fuppUcation,  with  thankfgiving,  let  your  requefts  be 
'made  known  unto  God.    * 

Q.  5.  Doth  it  afford  us  any  help,  or  direftion,  as  to  the  mapper  of 
prayer  alfo  ? 

A.  Yes,  It  doth ;  and  that  both  as  to,  (i.)  Our  finCerity  in  pray- 
er J  Heb,  X.  22.  Let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  heart,  in  full  affuraace 
of  faith ;  having  our  hearts  fprinkled  from  an  evil  confciencc,  ami 
our  bodies  waihed  wifh  pure  water.  (2.)  hi  to  our  huqcul^tf  ^^^U^?" 
cr;  Pfalm  x.  17.  Lord,  thou  haft  heard  the  defire  of  the  humble  j 
'  thou  wilt  prepare  their  heart, 'thou  wilt  caufe  thine  ear  to  bear.  (3) 
As  to  our  faith  in  prayer  5  James  i.  6.  But  let  him  a&  in  feitb,  no- 
tKing  wavering,  &c.  (4.)  As  to  our  fervencjr  in  pra^j  Jacobs  v.  Q» 
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An  Expofition  of  the  AJfernblp  CaUehifm'.  ij>5 

■The  effe£kial  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  avaikth  much. 

Q.  6.  Are  thefe  external  rules  and  direQions  fufficient  in  them- 
fclvcs  to  enaBIe  u5  to  pray  acceptably?  k 

"A.  In  rcfpeSof  external  direAion  they  are  fuiScicnt,  and  we  need  \ 
no  other  outward  rules  than  what  the  Scriptures  furpiflli  but  befides  j 
that,  the  internal  helps  and  aflidances  of  the  Spirit  are   neceflary  to^ 
the'dSenng'upr  acceptable  prayer}  Rom.  viii.  a6.  Likewife  the  Spirit 
affo  fielpeth  our  infirmities ;  for  wc  know  not  what  we  ihouldjpray 
for  as  we  ought ;  but  the  Spirit  itfelf  maketh  intejrceiBoa  for  uSj  &c.  \ 

(>    7.  But  doth  the  fcripture  only  fumilh  us  with  general  rules  of 
diredaba  for  prayer }  > 

^^IToTit^iurniflhes  us  alfo  with  an  excellent  pattern  and  ezamirie  \ 
of  prayer,  compofed  by  Chrift   for  our  direfiuon;    Matth*  vi,  9; 
After  this  manner  therefore  pray  ye :  Our  Father,  which  art  in  hea* 
vcn,  &c. 

Q^  8.  Are  Chriftians  tied  by  a  necefiity  to  ufe  that  form  of  words? 
Or  was  it  only  intended  for  a  diredory  to  them  ? 

A.  That  form  of  word's  may  be  lawfully  ufed,  but  it  is  plain  its  mim  ' 
tention  was  to  regulate  our  petitions  by  it  \  and  therefore  they  that    . 
ufe  it  in  fpells  and  charms,  as  the  Pafnfts  \  or  thofe  that  think    ' 
nothing  is  prayer,  but  that  form  of  words;  abufe  Chrift's  intention  ^ 
in  it. 

Q^  9   How  doth  it  appear,  it  was  not  Chrift's  intention  firiftly  to  ^ 
bind  us  to  that  very  form  of  words  in  our  prayers? 

>^rXEvines  give  us  thefe  reafons  againft  it,  (i.)  Becaufe  this  prayer 
is  fet  do#n  diverfly  by  the  evangelifls^  Matth.  vi.  10, 12.  Thy  king- 
dom come.  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  heaven.  And  forgive  us  , 
;  our  debts,  as  we  forgive  our  debtors.  And  Luke  xi.  3, 4.  Give  us  day 
by  day  our  daily  br^.     And  forgive  us  our  fins;  for  we  aUb  fei^ive 
every  one  that  is  indebted  to  us.    And  lead  us  not  into  temptation^ 
bat  deliver  us  from  evil.      (2.)  Chrift  and  his  apofttes  did  not  always ' 
oie  this  form  of  words  afterwards,  as  appears  by  his  prayer  at  Laza« 
ruFs  ipfveT^hn  xil'and  that  for  his  apoftles,  John  xvii.     (3.)  Be- 
caiHe  the!e  words,  Matth.  vi.  9.  After  this  manner,  &c.  plainly  (hew^  ^' 
its  ufe  was  intended  fpr.a  dircftory  to  us, 

Q^io.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ?  « 

jin  Hence  we  learn  theftilnefs  and  completeneft  oftheScriptures^ 
not  only'Ibr  the  guiding  and  fettling  of  our  faith  in  things  that  are  to 
be  be&eved,  but  alfo  ot  our  whole  prance,  in  every  duty  we  are  to  y 
pefform^ 

(f^i  I . '  What  is  the  fecond  inference  hence  i 

A.  Hence  we  are  informed,  how  neceflary  it  is  to  accquaiot  our- 
felves-with  the  iftind  of  God,  revealed  in  his  word,  that  we  may  guide 
oofielves  injprayCTi^Wth  formatter  and  manner  thereby :  and  not  ut- 
ter to  Godf  wrofas  without  knowledge. 

Q^  i  2.  What  u  the  laft  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  tboIeVEo  neg1e£l  all  prayer,  and  thofe  that  fatiifytbem-   . 
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Iclvcs  wj»h  a  fOTO  ofpngrof,  which  they  utter  vkl^))^  kiiowle^  t)r 
"^  aSe£UoQj  do  greatly  £ui  ag^unfc  God.     /VAd  tlmt  it  is  the  duty  of  all 

Chriftians,  from  a  fenfc  of  their  ova  iins»  ,waots,  aud  mercies,  to  be 
'      ^ifim  witb  God  in  pray cr^^duig  tfaem&lves  in  that  fpixitual  duty,  by 

fu^  Upward  and  outward  heipf>  as  his  word  and  Spirit  ire  able  tofur* 

Of  the  Preface  to  the  tardus  Prayer* 
(^e(t  ICO.  TTTHAT  doth  the  preface  of  the  Lord's  prayer 

,  .  A.  The  preface  of  the  Lor  fs  prayer,  nvhich  i/,  [Our  Fatjicr  whidi  art 
,  kk  h^^tn^yTSfiiti^  us  to  draiu  near  to  God  nitnth  ait  holy  ffvirefice  and 
>  ^9/^idenct,  at  shSSrehli  a  Pother^  able  and  ready  to  kelp  ^s  ^  aBd_  thai  w 
\  JfmSfpray  with  arid  far  oihexs, 

O.  I.  What  doth  the  word  Father  import  in  this  preface  ? 
.  A^  }X  imports  the  Spirit  of  adoption  to  be  the  principal  tiling  in  all 
acceptable  prayers ;  Ual  i?.  6.  And  becaufe  ye  arc  foas,  God  hath 
fent  ^orth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  into  your  hearts,  cryiogj  Abba, 
father. 

CX^  2.  What  28  the  firft  benefit,  or  help  we  have  in  prayer,  firoiB 
the  Spirit  of  adoption  ? 

A.  He  excites  our  fpirits  to  feek  God  in  prayer ;  Pfal.  xxvii.  S. 
IXThcD  thou  faidft.  Seek  ye  my  face)  my  heart  faid  unto  theei  Thy 
^  fccc.  Lord,  will  I  feek. 

,  Q.  3.  What  is  the  fecpnd  affiftance  he  gives  us  in  prayer  ? 

A.  He  indites  and  fuggefls  fuitable  and  acceptable  matter  to  us 
in  prayer ;  Rom.  viii.  a6.  J[^ikewi(e  the  Spirit  alfo  jbe^>eth  our  in- 
firmities :  for  we  bio^y  not  wi^at  we  (honld  pr^y  fof  as  we  oi^ht ; 
but  the  Spirit  itfelf  maketb  inlcrceffion  fiar  us,  &c. 

Q.  4.  What  is  the  third  benefit  we  have  by  him  in  prayer  ? 

/^.  He  fills  our  fouls  with  fpiritual  and  holy  afie&ons  in  pray^' 
^nd  helps  us  to  aA  his  graces  in  our  cKities ;  Rom.  viii.  i6.  Ukevnie 
the  Spirit  alfo  helpeth  our  infirmities :  for  ve  know  not  what  we 
fiiould  pray  for  as  we  ought ;  but  the  Spirit  itfelf  maketh  mtercdSoa 
for 'us,  with  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered. 

Q.  5.  What  elfc  doth  this  word  Father  import  ? 

4^t  imports  that  holy  confidence  which  believers  niayj  and  ought 
to  draw  negr  to  God  withal,  as  children  to  a  Father;  Eph.  iii.  i^- 
In  whom  w^  have  boldnefs  andaccefs,  with  confidence,  by  the  faith 
of  him. 

(^  6.  Doth  it  only  fignify  qur  relation  and  confidence  ? 

A-  No,  it  alfo  fignifies  the  reverential  fear  of  God,  "which  ought 
at  all  times  to  be  on  our  hc;irts,  efpccially  in  prayer :  'MalTT  d.  A 
fon  honoureth  his  father,  and  a  fervaot  his  matter:  If  then  I  be  a 
fatlier,  where  is  mine  honour?  and  if  I  be  a  mafter, -where  is  aiy  fear  ? 

Q^  7.  What  is  further  imported  in  this  word  Father  I 

A*  ft  imports  God's  wiUingncfs  and  rcgdincfs  to  spant  the  beft 
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kDcircies  to  bis  people  thai  feek  theis  duly  at  his  hand ;  Mat.  Tii^  ii*. 
If  ye  then  being  evil,  know  hov  to  give  good  gifts  unto  your  children  ^ 
how  much  more  fliall  your  Father  which  is  i|i  h^ven  fpip  goo4 
things  to  them  that  aik  him  ? 

(^  i.  Why  is  he  here  called  pur  Fiitber  ? 

A.  To  fignify  to  lis,  that  it  is  not  only  .Our  duty  to  pray  fccrctly  " 
bf  and  for  otu-felvesi  but  alio  with  and  for  others ;  Eph.  vi^  i&  > 
Praying  always,  with  all  prayer  and  fupplicatlon  Ip  the  Spirit,  and 
watching  thereunto  with  all  perfeverance,  and  fupplication  for  a4 
faints. 

(^  Why  is  God  faid  here  to  be  in  heavcp  ?  , 

A,  It  is  to  note  his  fovef eign  power  and  dptninioQ  over  allj  ^^  \ 
ground-work  of  faith  in  prayer.  . 

QTlto.  What  clfe  doth  it  import  /  •      ,  | 

A.  The  grelkt  didance  between  God  and  us,  which  fhould  fill  ou^    |^ 
hearts  with  an  holy  awe  of  him ;  EccleC  v.  a.  ■         God  is  in  hea- 
ven, 'and  fhou  upon  earth :  therefore  let  thy  words  be  kw. 

(^  1 1«  What  is  the  fir  (I  inference  from  hence? 

A.  tt  Aews  jjs^  what>  (ad  Cafe  all  tbofe  are  in^  that  h;ive  ^p  i^«  : 
rial  igtcreg  in  God  as  a  Father. 

Q^  12.  What  is  the fccond inference  from  hence? 

A.  It  (hews  US|  ,what  a  glorious  privilege  the  'lK>rd  Jefus  Chrift  « 
h^hpurchafed  for,  and  fettled  on  his  people)  Heb.  iv.  15,  i^.   For  r 
we  have  not  an  high-prieft  which  cannot  be  touched  with  the  feeling 
of  our  infirmities  I  but  wag  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  ^e  are,  yet 
without  fin.     Let  us  therefore  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  graces 
that  we  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  nee^.^ 

Q7"i3.  What  is  the  latt  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  feeing  believers  have  a  Father  in  heaven,  they  (hpuld  PC*   \ ' 
verfe^  wants  wbiTe~  they  live,  nor  be  afraid  to  die^  fince  death  tnings    | 
them  to  heaven,  their  Father'^  houfe* 

J  Offan^ifying  Ga^s  Kame^ 

Queft.  toi.  TjrrHATdb  we  pray  for  in  the  firft  petition; 

VV  ^*  In  the  Jirji  petition^  nuhkh  15^  tHallowed 
be  thv  name,}  wepray^  that  God  %vould  enable  us,  andotherSy  to  glorify  him 
in  auihtU  whereby  he  rhakith  himfelf  known  ^  and  that  he  would  d^oft  oU 
things  to  his  ownglcfry, 

Ql'ir^ts  there  any  word  fiill  enough,  pcrfeftly  to  cxprefi  what 
God  is  ? 

A  No,  his.  name  is  fecret ;  Judges  xiii  tS.  And  the  angel  of  the 
i'Ord  faid  unto  him,  Why  aikeft  thou  thus  after  my  name,  feeing  it  is 
fecret  f'/Tjiaaie  which  hone  can  tell  j  iProv.  xxx.  4.-  ■  ■  <  What  is  his 
Tianae,  and  what  li  his  Son's  name,  if  thou  canft  tell  ?  A  name  above 
every  name  J  Phil.  ii.  9.  Wherefore  God  alfohath  highly  exalted  hina, 
andoiTcn  him  a  name  which  is  abov^  every  name.    Bpt  the  name  by 
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^V-  An  Expofttion  of  the  Affemhlji  Catfchifm: 

which  hemore'eirpeciallj  manlfeftshimfelf,  is  the  namej  AM;  Exod* 
/  inT~i4.  And  God  faidunto  Mofcs,  I  AM  THAT  I  AM:  And  he 
(aid,  Thus  (halt  thou  fay  unto  the  children  t^  Ifrael',  I  AM  hath  fent 
me  unto  you. 

Q^  2.  What  doth  the  name  of  God,  I  AM,  fignify  to  us  ? 

A*  It  fignifies  to  us,  firft,  The  reality  of  his  being,  in  oppofition  to 
idols,  which  are  but  imaginary  and  fantaftic  things;     i  Cor.  viii.  4. 

^We  know  that  an  idol  is  nothing  in  the  world,  &c.    God  is  not 

only  the  moft  perfeA  Being,  but  the  root  of  all  other  beings* 

Q^  3.  What  elle'dbth  this  name  I  AM  import  ? 

A.  It  imports  both  the  perfection  and  eternity  of  God's  being.  I  AM 

hnplies,  he  hath  not  that  now,  which  he  had  not  formerly;  and  that 

he  (hall  not  afterwards  have,  what  he  hath  not  now  :  and  that  there 

/   is  neither  beidnuins,  end,  nor  fucceffion  with  God,  whofe  name  is  I 

Q*  4.  But  what  arc  we  here  to  underflrand  by  the  name  of  God? 
u^.  All  thofe  things  are  here  intended^  by  which  be  manifefts  him* 
;    fclf  to  the  creature ;  as  his  words,  works,  and  ordinances,  but  efpc- 

/  dally  his  glorious  attributes  t  Exod.  xxxiv.  5, 6. ^The  Lord,  the 

Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  long-fuffering,  and  abundant  in 

goodnefs  and  truth. 

/♦  Q.  5,  What  is  it  to  hallow,  or  ianCUfy  his  name  ? 

A^  Not  to  infiifc  any  hplinefs  into  him^,  which  h^  had  not^before; 
fb  he  fah£Efies  us ;  but  to  manifeft  and  acknowledge  the  hblineis  of 
Go^;'T^a!  xxix.  23.  But  when  he  fteth  his  children*  the  workof  my 
hands  in  the  midft  of  him,  they  ihall  fanCtify  my  name,  and  fanCtify 
the  holy  One  of  Jacob,  and  fhaU  fear  the  God  of  Ifrael. 

Q.  6.  Why  hallowed  or  fanftified^  rather  than  glorified?    Why 
/    that  word,  rather  than  this  ? 

A.  Becaufe  his  holinefs  is  the  beauty  and  lu(h*e  of  his  other  attri^ 

butes.     His  greatnefs  appears  in  his  holinefs  ;  Ifa.  xii.  6. — ^Great  is 

the  holy  One  of  Ifrael  in  the  midft  of  thee.     So  doth  his  power; 

Luke  i.  49.  For  he  that  is  mighty  hath  done  to  me  great  things,  and 

holy  is  his  name.     And  therefore  his  holinefe  is  that  attributCj.  which 

.  angels  finglc out  efpecially  to  celebrate;  Ifa.  vi.  3.  And  one  cried  un^ 

'  to  another,  and  iaid,  Holy,  holy,  holy  Is  the  Lord  of  hofts,  &c.  And 

,  fo  do  men  alfo,  as  it  is  the  caufe  why  they  ihould  glorify  him ;  Exod* 

XV.  1 1. — —Who  is  like  thee,  glorious  in  holinefs^  &c. 

Q.  7.  What  is  the  firft  thing  we  are  to  intend  in  this  petition  i 
A,  The  meaning  is,  that  God  would  fo  difpofe  and  order  all  things 
in  the  worI3,  as  may  beft  promote  and  advance  the  glory  of  his  name; 
on  which  account  we  maypray  for  the  defeat  of  God's  enemies  ^ 
^.Pfalm  Ixxxtii.  kS,  17,  18,  lul  their  faces  with  (hame^that  they  may 
feek  thy  name»  O  Lord.  Let  them  be  confounded  and  troubled  for 
ever;  yea,  let  them  be  put  to  fliame,  and  pcrifh;  that  men  may  know 
that  thou,  whofe  name  alone  is  Jehovah,  art  the  moft  High  over  all 
the  earth*    And  the  deliverance  of  his  church  and  people  ^  Pfalm 
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Jn  EMpofitim  ofthi  AgknMf*  CaUebifm.  ^i^ 

]^x«  9*  'Help  usy  O  Godt  of  our  falvation, '  for  the  glory  of 
thy  name ;  and  deliver  us,  and  purge  away  our  iins  for  thy  name^tf 
iake. 

Q.  8.  What,  is  the.focQnd  thing  we  are  to  intend  in  it  ? 
jf.  That  God. would  fit,  us  for»  and  uie  us  in  the  moft  ierniceable 
capacity  for  the  glorifying  of  his  name ;  Pfalm  Ixvii.  i,  2,  3.  God 
be  mercifol  unto  US|  and  blefs  usj  and  caufe  hb  face  to  fliine  upon  us; 
That  thy  way  may  be  known  upon  earthi  thy  faving  health  among  all 
nations.  Let  the  people  praife  thee,  O  God,  let  all  the  people  praife 
thee. 

Q.  9.  What  is  the  third  thin^  intended  In  this  petition  ? 

A  That  God  may  not  only  gloxify  his  own  name,  and  ufe  us  to  gIo» 
rify  it,  but  that  it  (hould  be  our  endeavour  and  jpy  to  have  it  glorified 
by  othcrsall  the  world  over  i  Pfalm  cxlv.  4,  5,  6.  One  generation 
j&lall  praiie  thy  works  to  another,  and  ihall  declare  thy  mighty  afts* 
I  will  fpea)^  of  the  glorious  honour  of  thy  majefty,  and  of  thy  won* 
<kous  works.  And  men  (hall  fpeak  of  the  might  of  thy  terrible  aAs| 
^nd  I  will  declare  thy  greatnefi. 

Q^  10.  Why  muft  our  hearts  be  fo  intently  fet  upon  the  fanf^fi^a^. 
tion  of  God's  name  ? 

'^'Becaufe  this  is  the  ultimate  end  of  our  own,  and  every  other  be* 
ingj  Rom.  xi.  36.  For  of  him,  and  through  him,  and  to  Um,  are 
aUtbings  I  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever.  Amen.  And  the  particular 
end  of  God  in  our  cSe£hial  calling ;  i  Pet.  ii.  9.  But  ye  are  a  chofes^ 
generation,  a  royal  priedhood,  an  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people,  that 
ye  ihould  ihew  forth  the  praifes  of  him  who  hath  called  you  out  of 
darkneis  into  his  marvellous  light. 

Q.   II.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  i 

A.  That  the  dilhonour  of  God^s  name  muft  needs  be  a  cutting^af-  : 
fiiAion^to  a  gracious  foul  i    Pfalm  xlii.  10.     As  with  a  fword  in  my  ' 
bones  my  enemies  reproach  mei  while  they  fay  daily  unto  me.  Where 
is  thy  God  I 

C^  12.  What  is  the  fecond inference  from  hence? 

A.  That  it  is  a  dreadful  infatuation-,  and  fpiritual  judgment  upo9 
thofe  incn  that  think  they  glorify  God  ii^  doing  thofe  things  whidk 
his  fo^Jateth  \  Iia«  Ixvi,  .5*  Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ye  that 
tfeooBie  at  his  word :  Your  brethren  that  bated  you,  that  caft  you  out 
for  my  name's  fake,  faid,  Let  the  Lord  be  glorified :  But  he  (hall  ap- 
pear to  your  joy,  and  they  (hall  be  afliamed*  And  John  zvi.  2.  The; 
ihall  put  you  out  of  the  fynagogues  :  Yeai  the  time  cometh,  that  who* 
foever  kiileth  you,  he  will  tlunk  that  he  doth  God  fervice. 

0^13.  What  is  the  third  inference  from  hence  ? 

A*  That  it  Ihould  be  indififerent  to  a  Chriftian  what  condition.  God 
puts  bim  Into,  fo  that  he  may  but  be  ufefol  to  foii^Ufy  and  exalt  the 
name  of  God  therein  ?  Phil.  L  20.—  As  always,  fo  now  alfo  Chrift 
ihall  be  magnified  in  my  body,  whether  it  be  by  life  or  by  death. 

Q.  1 4*  -  VV  hat  is  the  laft  inference  hence  f         . 
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)M  Jin  Sip^litkn  tf  ikf  AffeAiUff  Gdldfh^, 

J.  Thy  It  8a  an  high  ind  dfcidfa]  proVotatibh  6f  ^ottpf^ 
phine  and  dbulf  his  woffhlpj  where6n  his  n^me  is  calledx-abd  idiete- 
ih  It  18  to  be  fanAlfied.;  Lev.  x.  t,  2,  3.  And,  Nadab  and  Abihui  the 
foris  of  Aaron,  took  either  of  them  his  c<inftf>,  ind  put  firt  th^ein, 
jlnd  put  incenft  thereoHi  ttid  offered  f^zii^c  fire  before  th^  Ldrd, 
liirhich  he  conlmand^d  th^m  liot.  And  there  went  out  fird  Irom  the 
Lord,  and  devoured  thertn,  and  they  died  before  the  hot4.  Then 
ttbfei  flid  unto  A^lrci^,  thii  x^  thit  the  Loi'd  fj^zke,  flyii^«  I  Willb6 
fatidified  in  them  thit  come  hijgix  mti  itid  befbre  iw  iht  fkojk  #ill 
Jbeglorifiedr  ^/  ^  ,;^  ^,.'-  /  .  .',  /^^  ./,. 
<y  G«f  /  jtifigdom. 

Ijgcft.  |oa.  TTITHAT  do  We  pray  for  in  the  fetond  pctitrbn? 

\\  A.  In  tie JiamJpftithn.vfiicBis^  [Thy  Jtingdom 
cOtne,]  we  pray  that  Satarfs  kingdom  may  he  dejirhyed^  and  that  the  king- 
dom  cf  grace  may  be  ddvaneed^  ourfelves  and  others  brought  rra§  it^  and 
kept  in  it,  and  that  the  kingdom  of  glory  may  be  hajieifed. 

Q,i.  What  is  th^  firft  thing  figniffcd  by  the  Kngdbttl  rf  God 
hfere? 

J  The  gofpel  is  here  intended  by  the  kingdom  of  G^i  Matth. 
adii.  47.  —  Again,  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unt6  a  net  that 
^raa  caft  intb  the  fta,  and  gathered  of  every  kind. 

Q  2  What  is  the  thing  fignified  by  the  c6t^\ti%  of  thii  Ukigdom 
6fGod? 

A.  It  figriifies  thfe  liemoval  of  all  inlpediments,  that  hfader  ifi  pro* 
pagatioA  in  the  world  j  i  Theff.  ia.  1  Finally,  brethren,  pra^  for 
us,  that  the  word  of  the  |^rd  may  have  free  cotn^,  and  be  glorified, 
^ven  as  it  b  with  you. 

0^3.  Who,  J^nd  what  hindfeTsthe  propagation  of  it  i 

A.  AntTchrift,  that  man  of  fin,  hjrtders  it  extefttaily ;  a  Thfefl  ii,  4^ 
Wl^o  oppofeth  and  exalteth  himfelf  &bbv^  all  that  is  called  Oodibt  that 
is  wormipped  \  {o  that  he  as  God  fitteth  in  the  tcmple  of  (!!}bd,  fiiew« 
inghimfetf  that  he  is  Ood.  The  devil  and  men^  lufls  inimi^y  \ 
f  Theff  11  18.  Wherefore  wt  would  have  come  pnto  you  (even  I 
^iul)  once  and  agam  \  but  SataA  hihdered  os.  Luke  auz-  14* 
But  his  citi2eni8  hated  hinSj  ?ihd  fent  a  Tficlfeigeir  ^fttjr  hiitt,  fayittgj 
W*  will  riot  have  this  than  ro  reign  over  u4. 

Qf^4.  What  thefn  is  the  defire  oif  a^U  good  mei^>  with  rejpeft  tdthe 
tommg  of  thegof^el-kingdort  ? 

A  That  all  nations  may  fee  brought  td  Chrift  by  the  ](»rfe<:hin^  of 
it,  and  To  Chrift's  kingdoife  be  grettlv  exatttd  and  enlarged  1  Ku  it. 
a  ^ndit  (hall  come  t6  pafs  \n  the  la(t  da]^,  that  the  n^ountain  pFthe 
Lord's  houfe  Ihttll  be  eftablithed  ih  the  top  Of  the  moudfaitaSi  and 
fliall  be  exalted  above  the  hilb  ;  and  all  nations  (hall  |[o#  #^to  il 

Q.  5.  What  is  the  fccond  thing  hcrt  rtcant  by  the  kingdorii  of 
God?  4 

4*  |t  figni£es  and  intends  the  work  of  Ikvmg  §rate  wrM^bt  iQ 
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BienV  fotib;  Luke  xlii.  21.— — Behold>  the  kiogdoBi  of  Ood  is 
within  you. 

Q.  6.  Why  »  this  work  of  grate  called  the  kingdom  of  God  ? 

A.  Becade  wherever  faving^graos  coaiesi  it  fubdues  the  foal  to 
Chrift's  fceptre ;  2  Cor.  x.  $*  Cafting  down«magifiatioos,  and  every 
high  thing  that  exalteth  itfelf  againft  the  knowledge  of  God|  and 
hnogeth  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the.  obedience  of  Chrift. 

(£  7.  Wherein  conQfts  the  kingdom  cff  gf ace  ? 

A.  Itcottflfts  not  in  external  rites  and  dbfe^vancesi  but  in  r^te* 
cmrneft,  afid  peace,  and  joy  in  the  H0I7  Ghoft ;  Rom.  xiv.  17.  For 
the  kidgdom  of  God  is  not  meat  and  drinki  but  fighteoHfnels  and 
peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

Q.  8.  What  do  we  aik  of  God  in  this  petition,  with  te(peA  to  this 
klDgdom  of  grace  ? 

A,  Herein  we  defire  not  only  our  own  t>erronal  progreflive  fanAI- 
ficat-ion^  but  the  fan£tificatTon  of  others  all  tiie  WoHd  ovet;  A£b  xxvU 
29.  And  Paul  faid,  I  would  to  Ood  that  not  only  thou,  but  alfo  all 
that  hear  me  the  day,  were  both  almoi>>  and  altogether  fuch  as  I  anij 
except  th^fe  bonds. 

0.  J).  What  is  the  third  thmg  here  meant  by  the  klnffdom  of  God? 

^.  By  it  is  here  meant  the  future  ilate  of  glox^  and  C^leilednfeis  I 
T  Cor.  XV.  50.  Now  this  I  fay,  brethren,  that  flcOi  and  bl6od  canndt 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God,  Sx. 

Q.  10.  Why  is  the  heavenly  (late  called  th^  kingdom  of  God  ?  • 

A.  This  is  called  the  kingdom  of  Ood,  becanfe  in  that  ftaie  God 
teigm  over  his  people  glorioufly,  there  being  no  rebellion  in  them 
in  the  kaft  degree}  Luke  xx«  36. — ^For  they  are  equal  unto  the  ai^ 
gels,  and  are  the  children  of  God,  being  the  children  of  the  refui^ 
re^Kon.  And  they  reign  with  Chrift;  Rev.  iit*  ai.  To  him  that 
dvercometh,  WUl  I  grant  to  fit  with  me  in  my  throne,  &c.   • 

Q.  1 1.  What  do  we  defire  in  prayer  for  the  coming  of  this  kio^ 
dom? 

vf.  We  defire  not  only  our  prefervation  in  our  paiTage  to  that  (late 
of  glory  \  t  Pet.  V.  lo.  But  the  God  of  aU  grace,  who  hath  called  us 
tiato  bis  eternal  glory  by  Chrifi  Jefus,  after  that  ye  have  filtered  a 
vhile^make  yoo  perfeft,  fbblifh,  ftrengthen,  fettle  you.  fiut  the 
haflening  of  it  to  6urfelves  and  others ;  Kev.  xxii.  ao.— ^^^^Amen^ 
even  fb  come  I^ord  Jefus, 

Q.  12.  What  bihc  flrfl infbruaion  hence? 

A.  That  the  go4pel  is  an  invaluable  mercy,  as  it  is  the  inftrument  of 
bringing  us  into  ChriA's  gracious  and  glorious  kingdom  (  AAs  xxvi. 
18.  To  open  their  eyes,  and  to  turn  them  fromdarknefs  to  light,  and 
froin  the  power  of  Sat^  unto  God,  that  they  may  receive  forgivenefs 
of  fins,  atid  inheritance  among  them  which  are  fandiificd  by  faith  that 
i$  in  me. 

Q^  13.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  firom  ben^e  i 
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i/.  Thtt  many  men  really  hate  and  oppofe  the  very  thing  tbeypiy 
ftw. 

Q^  14.   What  is  the  laft  in(hiiAion  hence  ? 

A.  That  how  firmly  iberer  Satan's  and  Antichrift^  Idngdom  feem 
to  be  founded  in  the  w«rld,  they  moft  and  (hall  fall  before  the  daily 
prayen  of  the  faints. 

Concerning  the  Doing  o/GoiTs  WUL 

Qoeft.  103.  ^\7[r*^^^  ^^  ^^  PPV  ^  '^  *«  ^*^"^  petition  ? 

V  V  A.  In  the  third  petition^  which  is^  [Thy  will  be 
done  in  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven],  nve  pray  that  God^  by  bis  grace^  would 
make  us  able  and  tvilting  to  knowy  obey^  andfuhmt  to  Ins  wUi  in  all  things^ 
as  the  angels  do  in  heaven. 

Q.  I.  Wh^  will  of  God  is  here  intended  ? 

A,  Not  the  will  of  his  decree ;  for  that  is  in  himfelf  alone ;  i  Cor. 
ii,  1 1 .  The  things  of  God  knoweth  no  man,  but  the  Spirit  of  God. 

(^2.  What  will  then  is  here  meant  ? 

>f.  The  will  of  bis  providence  may  be  here  meant }  P£ilm  cxxv.  6. 
Whatfoever  the  Lord  pleafed,  that  did  he  in  heaven,  and  in  eartb, 
and  in  the  feas,  and  all  deej)  places.  And  Pfalm  cxix.  89.  Far  ever, 
O  Lord,  thy  word  is  fettled  in  heaven.  Ver.  91.  They  continue  this 
day  according  to  thine. ordinances  i  for  all  are  thy  fervants. 

0^3.  How  are  we  to  underftand  the  doing  of  this  will  of  provi- 
dence in  heaven  i 

An  (i.)  As  it  is  done  by  the  fun,  moon,  and  ftars  \  Pfalm  caix.  89. 
Thy  word  is  fettled  in  heaven.  Ver.  91.  They  continue  this  day 
according  to  thine  ordinances.  Pfalm  xix*  6.  His  going  forth  is 
from  the  end  of  the  heaven,  and  his  circuit  unto  the  ends  of  it ;  and 
there  is  nothing  hid  from  the  heat  thereof.  (1.)  As  it  is  done  by 
•  angels  \  Pfalm  civ.  4.  Who  maketh  the  angels  fpirits,  his  minifters  a 
flaming  fire.  Heb.  i.  14.  Are  they  not  all  minifteriog  fpi;'its,  fent 
forth  to  minifter  for  them  who  (hall  be  heirs  of  falyation  ? 

Q.  4.  How  do  thefe  perform  the  will  of  God's  providence  ? 

A.  (I.)  The  heavenly  bodies  do  it  evenly,  conftantly,  and  unwea- 
riedly}  Pfalm  civ.  19.  He  appointeth  the  moon  for  feafons,  the  fun 
knoweth  his  going  doN^n.  ( 2. )  The  angels  do  it  ipeedily,  voluntarilyt 
cheerfully,  and  fo  knowingly^  Pfalm  cUL  at.  Ye  miuifters  of  his, 
that  do  his  pleafure. 

0^5.  Mud  we  be  agents  in  this  providential  will  \ 

A.  Yes,  we  muA  \  Ads  xiii.  36.  For  David,  after  he  had  (erved 
his'  generation  by  the  will  of  God,  fell  on  fleep. 

q!^6.  How  muft  we  do  it  ? 

A.  By  employing  our  abilities,  faculties,  and  interefts,  in  the  duties 
of  our  particular  callings,  and  by  moving  confiantly,  prudently,  and 
vigoroufly  in  our  own  fpbere,  and  fo  imitate  thofe  in  heaven. 

Q^jr.  Why  do  we  pray  that  God's  will  of  providence  maybe  dotic 
by  usr 
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A.  Becanfe  we  are  bis  oreatures)  and  the  moft  noble  inftrument 
of  the  inferior  world  \  and  therefore  we  ihould  be  willing  to  be  aft- 
ed  by  himj  and  aftive  for  him ;  and  becaufe  this  will  of  providence  it 
always  jafty  good)  and  tiroes  and  for  bis  own  glory;  Pfalm  cxlr.  17. 
The  Lord  is  righteous  in  all  his  ways,  and  holy  in.  all  his  works.  PfaL 
cxix.  89.  For  eveTi  O  Lordi  thy  word  is  fettled  in  heaven.  Vcr,  91. 
They  continue  thi^  day  according  to  thine  ordinances  \  for  all  are  thy 
fervants. 

Q^  8.  What  other  will  of  God  is  h^e  meant  t 

A.  The  will  of  his  precepts,  and  this  is  chiefly  intended. 

Q.  9.  And  how  is  this  will  of  God  done  in  heaven  ? 

A.  By  the  angels  it  is  done  oniverfallyy  cheerfully,  conftantly,  bom* 
biy,  thankfully,  readily ;  Pfalm  cjii.  20.  Blefs  the  Lord,  ye  his  angels^ 
that  excel  in  ftrength,  that  do  his  commandments,  hearkeping  unto 
the  voice  of  his  word.  And  fo  it  is  done  by  the  faints* in  heaven  ^ 
Rev.  vii.  15.  Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  God,  and  ferve 
him  day  and  night  in  his  temple ;  And  chap.  xxii.  3.  And  his  fervants 
ihall  ferve  him^ 

Q.  10.  Do  we  pray  then  that  we  may  thus  do  the  will  of  God  ? 

A.  Tes ;  for  tho'  we  cannot  perfeftiy  without  fin  do  it,  yet  that  isr 
our  duty;  Mat.  v.  ult.  Be  ye  therefore  perfeft,  even  as  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven'  is  perfeft.  And  in  all  other  particulars  we  may 
and  we  muil  imitate  them  herein ;  Pfalm  cxix.  6.  Then  fhall  I  not 
be  afhamed,  when  I  have  refpeA  unto  all  thy  commandments.  Verio 
14*  I  have  rejoiced  in  the  wsky  of  thy  tefllmonies  as  much  as  in  all 
riches.  Verfc  69.  I  made  hafte,  and  delayed  not  to  keep  thy  com- 
mandmenu.  Verfe  1 1 2,  &c.  I  have  incUped  my  heart  to  perform  thy 
ftatutes  always  even  unto  the  end.         ^ 

Q.  II.  How  muft  we  know  God's  will  ? 

A.  Not  notionally  and  rationally  only;  but  fpiritually  alio;  I  Cou 
u*  14.  They  are  fprituaUy  difcemed. 

Q.  12.  Why  is  knowing  God's  will  placed  here  before  doing  it, 
&c  ? 

A  Becaufe  the  underftanding  is  the  leading  faculty,  without  which 
it  is  impoffible  there  (hould  be  any  obedience ;  Prov.  xix.  2.  Alfo 
that  the  foul  be  without  knowledge  it  is  not  good.  Jer.  v.  4.  There- 
fore I  faid.  Surely  thefe  are  poor,  they  arc  foolifli ;  for  they  know  not 
the  way  of  the  Lord,  nor  the  judgment  of  their  God. 

(^13.  Why  pray  we  to  God  for  this  knowledge  ?  can  we  not 
know  it  of  ourfelves  ? 

A.  No,  it  is  the  fpecial  gift  and  grace  of  God  ;  Gal.  i.  15,  16.  But 
when  it  pleafed  God^  who  feparated  me  from  my  motber^s  womb,  and 
called  me  by  his  grace,  to  reveal  his  Son  in  me,  that  I  might  preach 
him  among  the  Heathen,  immediately  I  conferred  not  with  flefli  and 
blood.  EjA.!.  17,  19.  That  the  ^Dd  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the 
father  of  glory,  may  give  onto  you  the  Spirit  of  wifdom  and  revela- 
tion in  the  knowledge  of  him.----^And  what  is  the  exceeding  great«« 
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nets  of  lus  power  to  o&^rard  who  believcj  accordioe  to  the  working  of 
his  mighty  power.  £ph.  v.  8.  For  ye  were  fometimes  darknefs,  but 
now  are  ye  light  in  the  Lord. 

Qi.  >4-  ^hy  dp  we  pray  that  we  may  obey  j  caa  we  not  do  it  of 
our  own  free-will  when  we  know  it  ? 

J.  No,  for  our  wills  are  (lubborn  andrebellious  againft  God's  com-^ 
mands,  as  well  as  our  minds  ignorant  of  them  ;  Horn.  viii.  7.  Becaufe 
the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againft  God  ;  for  it  is  not  fubjed  to  the  law 
of  God,  neither  in<!eed  can  be.  Ezek.  sxxi^i.  25,  245.  Then  will  I 
(prinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye  ftall  foe  clean  \  from  all  your 
filthinefs,  and  from  ail  your  idols,  will  I  cleanfe  you.  A  new  heart 
aifo  will  i  give  you,  and  a  new  fpirit  will  I  put  within  you  ;'  and  I  will 
take  away  the  ftony  heart  out  of  your  flefh,  apd  I  will  give  you  an 
heart  of  ftefli.Phil.  it.  13.  For  it  is  God  thatworkethin  you,  both  to 
w31  and  to€o  of  his  good  pieafure, 

Q.  ;5.  What  is  meant  by  fubmitting  to  God^s  will  i 

A,  (i.)  Either  a  voluntary  fubjeAion  of  foul,  aud  a  preparednefi 
afiually  to  do  his  will :  Or,  f  2.)  A  voluntary  and  filent  fubmiffion 
to  his  will  of  providence  in  alBiAion  :  but  in  this  particular  we  can- 
not imitate  tho(e  in  heaven,  becauie  no  crofs  ever  befals  them* 

<^  16.  Why  is  will  added  in  all  things? 

A*  Becaufe  partial  obedience  is  no  obedience  \  be  that  does  not  o* 
bey  God  in  every  thing,  obeys  him  in  nothing}  Jam.  ii.  10,  For 
whofoever  (hall  keep  the  whole  law,  and  yet  offend  in  one  pokit,  he 
is  guilty  of  all. 

Q.  17.  Why  do  we  pr^y  that  God  by  his  grace  would  work  diis 
will  in  us,  and  by  us?  # 

A,  Becaufe  it  is  free  grace  that  determines  it ;  a  Tim.  i.  9.  Who 
bath  faved  us,  and  called  us  with  an  holy  calling,  not  according  to  our 
works,  but  according  to  his  own  purpofe  and  grace,  which  was  given 
us  in  Chrift  Jefus,  before  the  world  began.  And  efficacious  grace  that 
works  it  in  us,  and  enables  us  to  doit;  Epb.  v.  %.  For  ye  were  fbme- 
times  darknefs,  but  now  are  ye  light  in  the  Lord.  Verfe  10.  Proving 
wh^t  is  acceptable  unto  the  Lord. 

Q.  iB.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 

A\  That  it  is  man^s  glory  and  felicity  to  be  conformed  to  the  w31 
.of  God  ,  Prov.  xii.  26.  The  righteous  is  more  exceUcnt  than  his 
neighbour.  Pfal.  xix.  lo,  1 1.  More  to  be  defired  arc  they  than  gold, 
yea,  than  much  fine  gold ;  fwceter  alfo  than  honey  and  the  hftocy- 
comb.  Moreover,  by  them  is  thy  fervant  warned^  and  in  keeping  of 
them  there  is  great  reward. 

0-  19*  What  IS  the  fecond  inference? 

A*  That  we  muft  mortify  in  ourfelves  oveiy  hift  that  conttadi£)s 
God's  >eill,  and  renounce  without  ourfelves  every  thing  that  comes  in 
competition  therewith ;  i  Cor.  iz.  ult.  But  I  keep  under  my  body^ 
am)  bring  it  into  fubjeAion;  left  that  by  any  means,  when  i  have 
preached  to  others,  I  myfelf  fiiculd  t^  ^caft-awgy.  Cal-  ^.  14*  But 
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Cod  forbid  that  I  fhoald  glorj,  fave  in  the  crofi  of  our  Lord  Jefiis 
Chrift,  by  whom  tho  world  is  crucified  linto  me^  and  I  unto  tha 
world. 

Q^  26.  What  is  the  third  inference  ? 

ji.  That  it  is  in  yaini  yea^^^a  provocation,  to  pray,  if  we  be  ntit  o- 
bedient  to  God's  will ;  Provt  ii.  8>  9.  He  keepeth  the  pathi  of  judg<t 
ment,  aod  prdferveth  the^way  erf  his  faints.  Then  fliatt  thou  under- 
^d  righteoufneis,  and  judgment,  and  equity  i  yea,  every  good 
path.  '  , 

(^  21.  What  is  the  fourth  inference  ? 

A.  That;  the  law  ftill  hath  the  authority  of  a/uk^o  believers,  be* 
caufe  it  reveals  God's  will,  which  they  muft  do.  > 
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Queft.  104.  TTET^^I"  <Io  ^^  I"^y  f^  "^  tb^  fourth  petition  i 

W  A.  In  the  fourth  petitian^  which  iSf  [Give  ut 
this  day  our  daily  bread,]  we  pray  ^  that  ^  GmFs  Jra  gift  wi  may  re» 
(xive  acon^erUptnrtmrf  the  gild  things»cf  tUilifif  and  enjvj  hb  Ueffing 
Vfitb  tbim» 

Q^  I.  Why  is  this  pedtion  placed  after  the  three  former  ? 

if.  Becauie  thole  concern  immediately  and  generally  God's  glory^ 
in  the  advancement  of  his  name,  kingdom  and  will,  which  ought  u$ 
be  preferred  to  all  our  pcrfonal  concents;  Pial.  Ixix.  9*  The  zeal 
of  thine  honfe  hath  eaten  me  up.  A£b  zxL  13.  I  am  ready  not  to 
be  bound  only,  but  alfo  to  die  at  Jenifalem  for  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jefus. 

Q.  a.  Why  is  it  put  before  the  two  following  petitions  ? 

^  Not  for  its  worth,  but  for  its  order ;  for  we  can  have  00  fjpirit- 
ual  bleffin^,  unlets  we  have  a  natural  being  in  this  life* 

Q^  3>  Wbsit  kind  of  bread  is  here  meant  I 

A,  Not  fpiritual  bread,  ix  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  (as  fome^}  but 
corporal  and  temporal. 

0^4*  What  is  included  in  this  word  bread  ? 

A.  Not  that  only  which  we  call  ffaiAly  bread,  but  all  the  good 
thingi  of  this  prefent  life* 

(^  5.  Do  we  hereby  beg  pure  neceflaries  only  > 

A*  No,  we  pray  for  conveniences  for  our  comfort,  as  well  as  nectf^ 
faries  for  our  life. 

Q:,  6. .  Do  we  herein  pray  only  for  perfonal  good  things  fiar  our 
being?  .^., 

A.  No,  we  pray  for  civil  good  things  for  our  condition,  that  ic-^ 
cording  t^]^. degree  in  the  world,  in  which  God  hath  placed  us,  we 
loay  hav^a  convenient  allowance* 

Q^  7    Do  wis  pray  here  for  ourfelves  only  i 

^v  No>  but  alfo  for  our  charge,  children,  and  family^  that  uader 
and  with  u;i  they  may  have  the  good  things  of  this  life. 

Vol.  VL  Qjtj 
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Q.  8,  Why  do  we  pray^to  God  for  thcfc  good  things,  can  wcnot 
get  them  oarfelvesj  or  our  fellow-creatures  give  them  to  us  ? 

A,  Not  without  Ciod :  whatever  we  have  of  thefe  thingsi  they  are 
from  God }  who  ever  be  the  fecond  caufe  or  inftrument:  If  ourfclvcs, 
Gdd  gives  us  ability  and  fuccefstoget  them;  if  others,  God  inclined 
their  hearts,  and  opened  their  hands  to  beftow  them ;  Deut.  vill.  17, 
18.  And  thou  fty  in  thine  heart,  My  power  and  the  might  of  my 
hand  hath  gotten  me  this  wealth.  .  But  thou  (halt  remember  the 
Lord  thy  God;  for  it  is  he  that  giveth  thee  power  to  get  wealth.  , 

Q^  9.  Why  do  we  pray  to  God  to  give  us  bread  ? 

A.  Becaufe  the  leaft  crumb  of  bread  is  a  free  gift,  and  never  can  be 
merifed  by  all  we  can  do  or  fuffer ;  Luke  xvii.  10.  So  likewifc  ye, 
when  ye  fliall  have  done  aM  thefe  things  which  are  commanded  you, 
layt  We  are  unprofitable  fervants. 

Q-  10.  Why  are  all  thefe  tblftga  couched  under  the  expreffion  pf 
bread? 

-A.  (f.)  Becaufe  bread  is  one  oftbemoftnecefiaiy  and  ufefiit  things 
to  prefenre  life,  (a.)  Becaufe  we  muft  not  aik  delicacies  and  dsunties 
of  God. 

Q^  1 1 .  What  is  meant  by  day  in  our  petition  ? 

A*  Either,  (t.^  A  natural  day  of  twenty-four  hours;  or,  (a.)  The 
day  of  our  wbole  life. 

Q^  1  a.  Why  do  we  pray  for  daily  bread  ? 

A.  Betemfe  God  muft  give  us  the  mercies  and  good  things  of  every 
day^  4Df  eUe  we  cannot  have  them< 

O.  13.  Why  ihould  we  not  pray  for  weekly,  or  monthly,  or  year* 
ly  bread,  as  weU  as  daily  ? 

A.  (lO  BetanTe  it  is  fit  vft  fliould  be  (till  fenfible  of  our  depen- 
dence upon  G4xL  (a.)  Bccauft  we  dafret)uent!y  pray  to  God,  and 
fo  exert  our  graces,  and  tn^^atn  communion  with  hito)  atad  daily  ren- 
der thanks  for  daily  favouirs ;  PfakD  Iv.  17.  Eveniog  and  morningt 
and  at  noon  will  I  prav,  and  cry  aloud^  and  he  dlall  bear  my  voice. 

Q^  14.  What  neecL  we  to  pfvj  for  daily  breadj  when  we  miy  have 
ftores  laid  up  for  years? 
.  A.  They  that  have  the  good  things  of  this  lift  need  to  pray  this 
petition,  as  well  as  they  that  have  them  not.  Not  that  they  may  have 
bAad,  but  that  it  may  be  bread  to  them;  for  except  God  give  his 
blefiling upon  it,  bread  would  be  aihes,  and  not  fufienanceto  us; 
neither  could  all  the  comforts  of  this  life  do  us  any  good  i  Ifa.  liL  !• 
For  behold,  the  Lord,  the  Lord  of  hofls  doth  take  away  from  Jemfa* 
km,  and  from  Judah,  the  whole  fhy  of  bread,  and  the  whole  fiay  of 
water.  Mai.  ii.  i,  a.  And  now,  O  ye  prieflsj  this  commandment  is 
for  you :  if  ye  will  hot  hear,  and  if  yc  will  not  lay  it  to  beartf  to  giv^ 
glory  unto  my  name,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts,  I  will  even  fend  ^  curfc 
upon  you,  and  I  will  curie  your  bleffiligs ;  yea,  I  have  cur&d  them  al- 
readyi  becaufe  you  do  not  lay  it  to  liesut. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


An  Expo/ition  of  the  Afftnibl^s  Catttch^.  goy 

Q^i^r  Why  do  we  pray  only  for  daily  treacly  or  a  con^peteodj, 
may  we  not  pray  for  abundance  and  riches  ?         . 

jf,  Uoy  becaufe  riches*  arc  a  great  fnare  and  teniptation  ^  Ma(tli* 
six.  23)  24.  Then  faid  Jdfu;  mito  his  difcipleSy  Verily  ITay  unto 
youy  that  a  rich  mm  (hall  hardly  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaveo. 
And  ag^B  I  fay  unto  you,  It  i^  eafier  for  a  camel  to  go  through  the 
eye  of  a  needle,  than  for  a  rich  roan  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God. 
Prov.  XXX.  89  9.  Remove  far  from  me  vanity  and  lies ;  give  me  nei- 
ther poverty  nor  riches,  fcied  me  with  food  cppvenient  for  me ;  left 
I  be  full  and  deny  thee,  and  fay.  Who  is  the  Lord  ?  Or  left  I  be  poot»  ' 
and  i^al,  and  take  the  nanie  gf  my  God  in  vain* 

Q^i6«  Wha(fl)all  we  then  do  with  riches,  il  providence  caft  them 
upon  us»  fliaU  we  caft  them  away  ?  .    . 

A,  No,  for  fome  of  the  heft  of  men,  and  greateft  of  God's  favour- 
rites,  have  lived  and  died  riph.  But,  (i.)  We  muft  wean  our  hearts 
from  them  i  Pfalm  Ixii.  10.  Truft  not  in  opp^eifion^  and  become  not  - 
vain  in  Tobbcrv;  if  riches  increafe,  iet  not  your  heart  upon  them* 
(2.)  fie  tbankml  for  them  ;  and,  (3.)  Fruitful  with  them  in  a£ts  of 
piety  and  ch^ty  i  iTim.  vl.  17,  19.  Charge  them  that  are  rich  in 
this  world,  tliat  they  be  not  high-minded,  nor  trui^  in  uncertain  richeSf 
but  in  the  living  God,  who  giveth  us  richly  all  things  to  enjoy :  lay- 
ing up^in  ftore  for  themfelves  a  good  foundation  againft  the  time  to 
come,  that  they  may  lay  bold  on  eternal  life. 

Q,  17.  Wherefore  is  the  bread  called  our  bread  ? 

A.  Not  becaufe  we  are  abfolute  lords  and  poflelTors  of  it,  for  it  is 
God's  only  ;  Ffalm  xxiv.  i,  2.  The  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  faU 
ncfs  thereof  j  the  world,  and  they  that  dwell  therein.  For  he  hath 
founded  it  upon  the  feas,  and  eftabliflied  it  upon  the  floods.  Pfalm 
1.  10,  iz.  For  every  beaft  of  the  foreft  is  mine^^  and  tl^  cattle  upon 
a  thoiiTanJ  hills.  If  I  were  hungry,  I  would  not  tell  thee,  for  the 
world  is  mine,  and  the  fulnefs  thereof.  But,  (i.)  Becaufe  we  niijft 
have  a  covenant  right  to  It  ^  and,  (2.)  A  civil  right }  we  muft  come 
lawfully  and  honeftly  by,  and  (b  keep  the  good  things  of  this  life ;  2 
'  Their,  iii.  10.  For  even  when  we  were  with  you,  this  we  conunande^l 
you,  that  if  any  would  not  work,  neither  (hould  he  eat. 

Q.  18.  Having  prayed  for  pur  daily  bread,  need  we  to  labour  an/l 
endeavour  to  get  it  ? 

A,  Yes,  we  muft  labour  in  good  and  honeft  callings  ;  God's  blef- 
fing  and  man's  induftry  muft  $:oncur  towards  the  preient  maintenance 
of  &e  i  Ffalm  cxxviii.  1,  ^.  Biefted  is  every  one  that  feareth  the  Lord : 
that  walketh  in  his  ways.  For  thou  (halt  eat  tlie  labour  of  thiitie 
hands  :  happy  ihalt  thou  bcj^  and  it  ihall  be  wel)  with  thee.  rrov. 
z.  4i  aa.  He  becometh  poor  that  dealeth  with  a  flack  hand  ^  but  the 
hand  of  therdiUgent  maketh  rich«  •  The  bief&ng  of  the  Lord  maketh 
rich*  and  he  addeth  no  forrow  with  it.  / 

Q.  19.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  it  ?  '  * 

A*  That  we  muft  not  ieck  great  matters  for  ourfelves,  neither'malc& 
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them  the  matter  of  prayer'to  God  }  Bor  die  end  and  defign  of  our 
labours  and  callings  among  men. 

Q^2o^  W)iat  is  a  fecond  inference  from  benoe  i 

^.  1  hat  having  food  and  raiment,  we  muft  be  therewith  content» 
and  therefore  thankful  i  i  Tim.  vi.  8.  And  having  food  and  ndment, 
let  us  be  tt^erewith  content,  i  TheflT.  v.  it.  In  every  thing  give 
thanks, 

Q^ai.  What  is  the  third  bference  ? 

ji.  That  we  afcribe  not  oor  fuccefs  in  the  world  to  om*  own  ikill 
and  indufiry,  for  the  wifeft  and  moft  induftrious  do  fomctimei  labour 
in  the  fire»  and  put  their  gain  in  a  bag  with  holeit ;  but  to  God's  free  do- 
nation to  us,  and  to  his  bleifing  upon  our  endeavours ;  Gen.  xxxiii. 
5,  1 1.  And  he  Hit  up  his  tyes,  and  faw  the  women  and  the  children, 
and  faid,  W  ho  are  thofc  with  thee  i  And  he  faid,  the  children  which 
God  hath  graciouily  given  thy  (erva|it,w^— Take,  I  pray  thee,  my 
biciling  that  is  brought  to  thee,  becaufe  God  hath  dealt  graciooflf 
with  me,  and  becauie  I  have  enough.  Deut.  xxviii.  3  Btelled  (halt 
thou  be  in  the  city,  and  blefled  Ihalt  thou  be  in  the  field.  Ver.  6. 
Blefied  ihalt  thou  be  when  tho|i  comeft  in«  and  blefled  flialt  thou  be 
^hcn  thpu  goeft  opt. 

Qonceming  Forgtvenefs  of  Sins. 

Queft.  105.  "TXT HAT  do  we  pray  for  in  the  fifth  petition  ? 

yy  h.  hi  the  fifth  petition^  nohich  if,  [And  forgive 
us  our  debts,  as  we  forgive  our  debtors,]  we  pray,  that  God,  for  ChrifFs 
fake,  would  Jreeiy  pardon  all  our  fins  ;  which  we  are  the  rather  encourc" 
ged  to  afk,  becaufe  by  his  grace  we  are  enabled  from  the  heart  to  forpvc 
others, 

Q.  I.  Why  doth  this  petition  immediately  follow  the  former  ? 

ji.  To  tcach|  that  all  temporal  ;md  corporal  good  things,  without 
fpecial  and  fpirhual  ones,  are  little  worth ;  Pfalm  h^.  6.  There  be 
many  that  fay,  U'  ho  will  (hew  us  any  good  i  hoxd,  lift  thou  up  the 
light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us.  PTalm  xvii.  14,  15.  From  men 
which  are  thy  hapd,  O  Lord,  fipom  men  of  the  world,  which  have 
their  portion  in  this  life,  and  whofe  beliy  thou  flUeft  with  thy  hid 
treafure.  They  iare  full  of  children,  and  leave  the  reft  of  their  fub- 
ftance  to  their  babes,  fys  for  me,  I  will  behojd  thy  face  in  righteooi- 
nefs  ?  I  fliall  be  fatisfied,  when  I  awake  with  thy  likenefi. 

Q.  2.  Why  is  it  annexed  to  the  former  with  the  copulative  andf 

^.  To  teacl),  that  to  be  one  minute  in  the  con^uepce  of  aH  earth- 
ly good  thingS|  wfzhout  the  pardon  of  iln>  is  a  verj  dangerous  and 
dreadful  condition  ^  Luke  xii.  16,  2q.  And  he  fpake  a  parable  unto 
thenij  faying.  The  ground  of  a  certain  rich  roan  brought  forth  pknd- 
fully  :  But  God  fald  unto  him»  Thou  fool,  thb  night  (hall  Ay  foal 
be  required  of  thee^  tl^ea  whofe  fliall  thofe  things  be  which  thoo  faai^ 
|iroyided? 


Digitized  by 


Google 


jtn  SnpefiAm  of  the  Jjimhlfs  Cattchijm.  309 

Q.  3.  Why  }S  fbrgiveneis  of  fins  placed  in  the  front  of  fpffkual 
bleflings  ? 

A.  Becanfe  till  fin  be  pardoned^  we  are  under  wrath,  and  can  have 
no  fpecialfaving  grace  applied  to  us,  till  we  are  accepted  )  till  we  are 
in  Chrift,  we  have  no  covenant-right  to  the  Meffings  of  Chrift;  Mat« 
xi.  28.  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  b«nry  laden,  and  I 
will  give  your  r«ft.  .  Vcr.  30.  For  my  yoke  is  eafy,  and  niy  burden  is 
light ;  John  xv.  4,  5.  Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you ;  as  the  branch  can* 
not  bear  finiit  of  itfelf,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine ;  no  more  can  ye^ 
except  ye  abide  in  me;  I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  branches*  He  that 
abideth  in  me^  and  I  in  him,  the  fame  bringeth  forth  much  fruit :  for 

without  me  ye  can  do  nothing. ^Ver.  7.  If  ye  abide  in  me,  and  my 

words  abide  in  you ;  ye  ihall  afk  what  y^  will,  and  it  ihall  be  done 
unto  you*  John  iii.  ult.  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son,  hath  ever- 
lafting  life;  and  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son,  fhall  not  fee  life ;  but 
the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him. 

Q.  4.  Whydo  we,pray  forforgiveneis?  Cannot  we  make  amende 
for  our  fins,  and  be  freed  from  their  guilt,  without  pardon  ? 

A*  No,  all  that  we  can  ever  do,  or  fufier,  can  never  expiate  the 
guilt  of  the  leaft  fin  1  Ffalija  xlix.  7,  8.  None  of  them  can  by  any 
means  redeem  his  brother,  nor  give  to  God  a  ranfom  for  him  ;  (for 
the  redemption  of  their  foul  is  precious,  and  it  ceafeth  for  ever.) 
1  Sam.  ii.  25.  If  one  man  fin  againfl  another,  the  judge  (hall  judge 
him  :  but  if  a  man  fin  againft  the  Lord,  who  fliall  intreat  for  him  ? 

Q.  5.  Does  God  then  freely,  and  out  of  mere  grace,  forgive  us  ? 

A.  Yes,  without  any  refpeft  had  tq  any  thing  we  can  do,  or  be ;  l£t. 
xliii.  25.1,  even  I  am  he  that  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgrefiions  for  mine 
own  fake,  and  will  not  remember  thy  fins.  Rom.  ix.  15.  I  will  have 
mercy  on  whom  I  will  have  mercy,  and  I  will  have  compaffion  cm 
whom  I  will  have  compafiion.  Yer.  i8«  Therefore  hath  he  mercy 
on  whom  he  will  have  mercy,  and  whom  he  will  he  hardeneth. 

0^6.  How  doth  God  forgive  fins  ? 

A.  (I.)  Univerfally,  all  fins  \  Exod.  xxxiv.  6,  7*  And  the  Lord 
pafledoy  before  him,  and  proclaimed,  the  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  mer- 
ciful and  gracious,  long-fuffering,  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and  truths 
keeping  mercy  for  thoufands},  forgiving  iniquity,  and  tranfgreffion, 
and  fin.  Jer*  xxxiii.  8.  And  I  will  cleanfe  them  from  all  their  ini- 
quities, whereby  they  have  finned  againft  me  :  And  I  will  pardon  all 
their  iniquities^  whereby  they  have  finned,  and  whereby  they  have 
tranfgrefied  againft  me.  Hofea  xiv.  2.  Take  away  aU  iniquity,  and 
receive  us  gracioufiy.  (2.)  Completely,  and  perfeflly ;  Ifii/ xliii.  25. 
I>  even  I  am  he  that  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgrefiions  for  mine  own  fake, 
and  will  not  remember  thy  fins.  Pfahn  ciii.  12.  As  far  as  the  eaft  is 
from  the  weft,  fo  far  hath  he  removed  our  tranfgreffions  from  us. 
^ic.  viL  19.  He  will  fubdueour  iniquities  \  and  thou  wilt  caft  all  our 
fos  into  the  depthsof  the  fea.  Ifa«  xxxviii.  1 7.  For  thou  haft  caft  all  my 
Sm  behind  thy  bs^h.   (}.}  Evcrlaftin^Iy ;  Jer.  xxxi.  34.  For  I  wzii 
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forgive  tbc'ir  ifiiqukfy  and  I  will  remember  their  fin  no  more.    Hch. 
viii.  12.  And  their  fins  and  their  iniquities  will  I  remember  no  more* 

Q.7.  But  doth  not  God  puzii(h,tliecn  ^fttrviard,  whom  he  has  jus- 
tified and  forgiven  i         ..-     . 

A*  Noi  not  witb  A  proper  and  vindictive  punilhment ;  but  he  brings 
evils  upon  them  for  thdir  fins^  as  a  father  chaftifes  his  child ;  and 
other  forts  lofaffli^ons  for  their  fpiritual  good  :  He  may  be  angry, 
as  »  FatbtT)  with  tbofe  be  has  pardoned,  bitt  never  hate  tbem  as  a 
^fiondemnbg  Judge ;.  Pfaim  Ixx^cix,  28.  My  mercy  will  I  keep  for  him 
for  evermore,  and  my  covenant  (hall  ftand  fad  with  him,  Ver.  34. 
My  covenant  wiU  I  not  breaki  nor  alter  the  thing  that  is  gone  out  of 
my  lips..: 

Q.  8,  How  can  God  be  faid  freely  to  pardon  all  our  fins,  when  we 
pray  it  may  be  done  for  Cbrift's  fake ;  does  not  that  imply  that  Chrift 
has  latlsfied  God  for  our  fins,  and  deferved  ourremifiion  i  . 

A.  Yes,  it  docs  fo ;  for  the  Lord  Chrifl,  by  his  life  and  death,  did 
Satisfy  Divine  Jufticei  and  did  merit  ow  fbrgiveneis  :  3ut  if  h^  did 
fo,  we  did  not  fo ;  our  fins  coft  him  dear,  but  their  pardon  oofl  us 
notbiti^;  our  pardon  is  perfo^y  free  to  us,  though  doe  to  Ckrift,  for 
God  gave  Chri(^  freely  for  us ;  Cod  accepts  of  his  merits,  and  applies 
them  to'tts  freely;  Rom.  Hi.  24.  .Being  jufiified  freely  by  his  grace^ 
through  the  redemption  :tbat  is  in  Jefus  Chrift;.    *  • 

Q.  9>  But  is  there  nothing  required  from  us  as  the  condition  of 
pardon  ?  and  if  fo,  how  can,  it  be  abloluf ely  free  ? 

A'  Tbere  are  required  repentance  from  fin^  and  fslith  ih  the  Lord 
Chrift  ;/'Luke  xiii.  3.  But  except  ye  repent,  ye  flull  all  likewife  pe* 
rifli  \  John  in.  ult.  And  he  that  believcth  not  the  Son,  (hall  not  fee 
life  ( tbut  the  ^rath  of  God  abideth  on  him.  Tiiis  is  required  from 
lis  towards  our  pardon,- but  yet  it  b  free,  (i.)  fiecaufe  God  freely 
ordains  thus. to  pardon.  (2.)  Becauie  both  thefe  are  the  free  gifts  of 
God  X  ^^  ^^-  1 8*  Then  hath  God  alfo  to  the  Gentiles  granted  re- 
pentance unto  life.  Eph.  ii.  8.  For  by  grace  are  ye  faved,  through 
futh  ;  and  that  not  of  yonrfelves,  it  is  the  gift  of  .God. 

Q.  lo.  When  then  are  our  fins  forgiven  i 

A^  Jnft  upon  our  clofure  with  Chrift  by  faith,  in  that  very  mo- 
ment; Rom.  V.  I.  Therefore  being  juftified  by  faith,  we  have  peace 
with  God,  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Rx3m.  viii.  1.  There  is 
therefore  now  no  condemnation  to  them  which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

Q.  1 1.  Why  do  we  pray  in  the  anfwer,  Ux  the  forgivenei^  of  all 
our  fins? 

A*  Becaufe  if  the  leaft  guilt  fhould  remain  upon  us,  it  would  ex- 
clude us  from  God's  favour,  and  lodge  us  in  everlafting  burnings ; 
Rom.  vi.  ult.  For  the  wages  of  fin  is  death. 

0^12.  What  are  the  privileges  and  bleffings  that  accompany  par- ' 
d(m?    ^ 

A.  Jaflification  is  accompaiiied  with  adoption  ;  John  i.  iz« -But  as 
mi^ny  as  received  hin?,  to  them  gave  be  power  to  become  the 
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fonsof  Godj  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name.  With  the  Spi- 
rit and  principle  of  all  grace  and  holinefs  }  i  Cor.  vi.  1 1.  And  inch 
were  (bme  of  you ;  but  ye  arc  wa(hed,'but  ye  are  fanfUfied,  but  yc 
are  juftified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus>  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our 
God.  With  an  infallible  title  to  eternal  glory;  John  iii.  i6.  That  - 
whoPoever  believeth  in  him  (hould  not  perifh,  but  have  everlafting 
life;  Rom.  viii.  30.  Whom  he  juftified,  them  he  alfo  glorified. 

(^i  3.  How  may  we  know  that  we  are  pardoned  and  juftified  ? 

A,  Ordinarily,  by  our  fanfUfication,  by  our  loathing  of  ftn,  our 
contempt  of  the  world,  our  valuing  of  Chrift,  our  love  and  thankful- 
ncfs  to  God,  &c.  i  Cor.  vi.  1 1.  But  ye  are  fanftified.  Rom.  vii.  24. 
0  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  (hall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  thld 
death? 'Gal.  vi.  14.  By  whom  the  world  is  crucified  unto  me,  and  I 
unto  the  world.,  i  Pet.  ji.  7,  Unto  you  therefore  which  believe,  he 
is  precious.  Luke  vii.  47.  Her  fins,  which  are  many,  are  forgiven  ; 
for  fhe  loved  much. 

0^14.  What  is  meant  by  [our  ?]  Is  it  only  fuch  fins  as  we  have 
perfonally  and  actually  committed  ? 

A.  No,  but  alfo  Adam's  fin,  which  is  ours  by  imputation  ;  Rom. 
V.  19.  By  one  man's  difobedience  many  were  made  finners.  And  ori- 
giQsd  fin,  which  is  ours  by  inhe0on  ;  Pfalm  li.  5.  Behold,  I  was  (ha- 
pen  in  iniquity,  and  in  fin  did  my  mother  conceive  me.  And  other 
men's  fins,  which  we  have  made  ours,  by  exciting  them  to  them,  not 
hindering  of  them,  filence  at  them,  and  t>ther  ways ;  2  Sam.  xii.  9. 
Thou  hafi  killed  Uriah  the  Hittite  with  the  fword,  and  haft  taken  his 
vife  to  be  thy  wife,  and  haft  flain  him  with  the  fword  of  the  children 
of  Ammon.      i  Tim.  v.  22    Neither  be  partaker  of  other  men's  fins. 

Q.  15.  Wherefore  are  fins  called  debts  ? 

A.  Becaufe  they  are  a  non-payment  of  God's  dues,  a  non-perform- 
ance of  our  duty ;  which  makes  us  liable  to  the  arreft  of  deathi  and 
to  the  prifon  oi  hell. 

(^16.  Why  do  we  plead  our  own  forgivenefs  of  others  ? 

A^  Not  as  any  merit  of  our  own  pardon  ;  but  either  as  an  encou* 
f<tgement  to  ourielves  to  beg  pardon ;  feeing  fuch  evil,  envious,  and 
malignant  perfbns,  are  enabled  to  forgive  others,  much  m»re  may  we 
liope  the  good  and  gracious  God  will  forgive  us  :  or,  as  a  condition^ 
without  which  we  can  have  no  pardon,  and  with  which  we  fhall  % 
Matth,  vi.  14.  For  if  jre  forgive  inen  their  trefpaflcs,  your  heavenly 
Father  will  alfo  forgive  you. 

0^17.  How  do  others  treipafs  againft  us  ? 

A.  When  they  injure  us,  either  in  our  perfons,  or  names,  or  fami- 
lies, or  eftates,  or  fouls,  &c.  i  Sam.  ii.  25.  If  one  man  fin  againft 
another,  the  judge  (ball  judge  him;  but  if  a  man  fin  againft  the 
Lord,  who  fliail  intreat  for  him  ? 

Q.  18.  Can  we  forgive  our  neighbour  frcdy,  fully,  and  perfeftly, 
as  God  doth  forgive  us  ? 

A.  Wc  cannot. » 
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Q^  19.  What  then  is  the  meaning  of  God's  foi^ving  usj  as  we 
for^ve  others} 

A.  Not  as  to  the  quantity:  and  perfe^Hon  of  fbrgivenefs,  but  as  to 
thefincerity  and  quality  thereof;  Matth.  xviii.  ult.  So  likewifefliaU 
my  heavenly  Father  do  alfo  unto  you»  if  yefroni  your  hearts  forgi^w 
BOt  every  one  his  brother  their  trefpafles. 

0^20*  Are  we  always  bound  to  manifeft  outwardly  our  love  and 
fo^venefs  to  all  our  enemies,  and  to  behave  ourielves  towards  tham 
as  friends  ? 

J.  No,  if  we  have  experienced  them  to  be  treacherous  and  falTe, 
and  fee  no  change,  we  are  not  bound  to  truft  them ;  if  they  be,  and 
remain  wicked  and  profane,  we  muft  not  aflbciate  with  them  ;  Plal. 
uvi.  5.  I  have  hated  the  congregation  of  pril  doers,  and  aiU  not  lit 
with  the  wicked  Ver.  4.  I  have  not  fat  with  vain  per(bns,  neither 
will  I  go  in  with  diflemblers* 

0^21.  What  then  muft  we  do  to  fuch  ? 

^.  We  muft  heartily  forgive  them  all  their  injuries,  we  muft  love 
them  with  the  love  of  benevolence,  pray  for  them,  and  he  ready  and 
willing  to  do  them  all  good,  both  of  body  and  foul  \  Matth.  v.  44, 
45.  But  I  fay  unto  you,  Love  your  enemies ;  blefs  them  that  curfc 
you,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  them  which  deipite- 
fully  ufe  you  and  perfecute  you.  That  you  may  be  the  children  of 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  \  for  he  maketh  his  fun  to  rife  on  the 
eyil  and  on  the  good,  and  fendeth  rain  on  the  juft  and  on  the  unittft. 

0^22.  If  we  forgive  others,  (hall  we  be  forgiven  ourfelves  i 

A*  We  fhallj  if  out  of  obedience  to  God,  and  love  to  Cbrlft^  we 
doit. 

Q.  23,  What  is  the  fir  ft'  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  except  our  fins  be  forgiven,  we  are  loft  and  undone  crea- 
tures; and  therefore  we  muft  never  be  contented,  till  we  are  par- 
^  doned. 

Q.  24.  What  is  a  fecond  inference  I 

A.  That  God  is  a  God  of  love,  goodnefs,  and  pardon }  feeing  he 
will  not  pardon  us,  if  we  do  not  pardon  others  \  but  will^  if  we 
dofo.        ^ 

(^25.  What  is  a  third  inference  ? 

A.  That  if  we  live  in  hatred  when  we  pray  the  Lord's  prayer,  we 
pray  for  our  own  damnation ;  Matth.  xviii.  22.  Jefus  faith  unto  hxm^ 
I  fay  not  unto  thee,  Until  feven  times,  but  until  feventy  times  (even« 
Ver.  45.  So  like  wife  fhall  my  heavenly  Father  do  alfo  unto  you,  if  yc 
from  your  hearts  forgive  not  every  one  his  brother  thehr  tref^ 
pafles. 

Of  God*s  leading  us  into  temptation. 

Qupft.  106.  X  X  THAT  do  we  pray  for  in  the  fixth  petition  ? 

yy      h .  In  thejixth petition^  which  is,  [And  lead  vb 
not  into  temptation j  but  deliver  us  BcQOX  evil:]  m^e^fraff  that  God 
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VioM  iiiher  keep  us  from  being  teptpud  tojin^  orfupport  and  deliver  us 
when  nve  are  tempted. 

Q^  I.  Why  is  this  petitibn  joined  to  the  former  with  the  copulative 
andf 

A.  Becaufe  it  will  be  but  little  adrantage  to  have  former  fins  par* 
doned^  and  to  be  left  to  the  power  and  praAice,  to  the  love  and  trade 
of  fin  for  the  future  ;  £zek.  xviii.  26.  When  a  righteous  man  turn- 
ethaway  h'om  his  righteoufnefsy  and  committeth  iniquity,  and  dieth 
in  them  %  for  bis  iniquity  that  he  hath  donCj  fliall  he  die. 

X^  2.  What  is  meant  by  temptation  ? 

A.  In  general,  a  trial  or  probation  of  what  is  In  us,  or  of  what  we 
will  do* 

(^3.  What  is  meant, by  temptation  here  ? 

^.  Temptation  to  fin  and  wickednefs. 

Q^  4*  How  may  we  be  faid  to  be  tempted  to  fin  ?  ^ 

A.  (I.)  Effcftuaily  by  ourfclves,  and  our  own  hearts  :  Jam.  i.  14, 
15.  But  every  man  is  tempted,  when  he  is  drawn  away  of  his  own 
lufty  and  enticed.  Then  when  luft  hath  conceived,  it  bringeth  forth 
fin  ;  and  fin,  when  it  is  finlfhed,  bringeth  forth  death.  (2.)  Formal- 
ly, with  an  intention  to  draw  into  fin  \  and  fo  we  are  tempted  of  the 
devil  \  I  Chron.  xxi.  i.  And  ^atan  ftood  up  againfl:  Ifrael,  and  pro« 
voked  David  to  number  IfraeL  Matth.  iv.  i,  3.  Then  was  Jefiis  led 
up  of  the  Spirit  into  the  wildernefs,  tp  be  tempted  of  the  devil.  And 
when  the  Tempter  came  to  him,  he  faid,  If  thou  be  the  Son  of  God^ 
command  that  thefe  ftones  be  made  tn'ead.  (3.)  Innocently,  and 
biamelefly  v  and  fo  God  is  faid  to  tempt ;  2  Sam.  ixiv.  i.  And 
again  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  againft  Ifrael ;  and  he  mov«. 
cd  David  againft  them  to  fay.  Go  number  Ifrael  and  Judah. 

(X  5*  How  many  ways  may  God  be  faid  to  tempt  evil  > 

^( I.) By  withdrawing  his  grace,  either  common  orfpecial;  2 
Chron.  xxxii.  31.  Howbeit,  iii  the  bufinefs  of  the  ambafiadors  of  the 
princes  of  Babylon,  who  lent  unto  him  to  enquire  of  the  wonder  that 
was  done  in  the  land  ;  God  left  him  to  try  him,  that  he  might  know 
all  that  was  in  his  heart.  (2.)  By  permitting  Satan,  and  wicked  meo» 
to  tempt;  2  Sam.  xxiv.  i.  He  moved  David  againft  them,  to  fay,  Go 
and  number  Ifreal  and  Judah.  With  1  Chron.  xxi.  i«  Satan  ftood 
up  againft  Ifrael,  and  provoked  David.  Matth.  iv.  i.  Then  was  Jefus 
led  up  of  the  Spirit  into  the  wildernefs,  to  be  tempted  of  the  devlL 
(3.)  By  prefenting  occafions  in  his  providence,  which  he  knows  will- 
be  abufed  to  fin  ^  as  in  the  fall  of  Adam,  the  hardening  pf  Pharaoh* 
&c. 

Q^  6.  What  do  we  beg  in  this  petition  ? 

A.  We  beg,  that  we  may  not  any  of  thefe,  of  any  other  ways, 
whereby  the  holy  God  may  be  faid  to  had  iato  temptation,  be  led 
thereinto  ;  Pfalm  cxli.  i.  Incline  hot  my  heart  to  any  evil  thing,  to. 
pr^ife  wicked  works  with  men  that  work  iniquity  ;    and  let  me  not 
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tit  of  thfir  d£fit1es.  I*falm  xbt.  13.  Seep  baek  fhy  iemni  alfe  froih 
prefumptuous  fins:  let  them  not  have  dominion  oV^r  me:  Thtli  fliatf 
I  ht  upright,  and  I  (hall  be  Miiocent  froiA  th^  great  trafiigteffimi. 

Q,  7.  What  is  meant  by  evil  ? 

^S5me  underftand  of  th^  devil^  b^t  the  befl  meaning  b  fin, 
trhich  IS  the  etil  of  evils,  ahd  makes  the  d^vil  evil,  a^d  is  tne  word 
of  t^iVi  the  devil  caA  bf'ing  upoh  us,  and  is  ufualiy  ft)  tifiderOocd  iti 
icriptUre-,  Pfidm  icvii.  10.  Te  that  love  the  Lord,  hate  evil.  lAi.  i. 
16.  Ceafe  to  do  evil:  Amoi  v.  i  j.  Hate  th6  ivil,  ahd  bve  iht  good. 
Rom.  xii.  9.  Abhor  that  which  Is  evil. 

Q^  8.  What  fe  meant  bjr  deHverance  iWrtn  etil  ? 

An  Th^t  if  God  fees  meet  to  penmt  ns  to  be  tempted  by  Satai^ 
and  the  wicked  without,  ot  by  cur  Own  heatts  itrithiti,  to  fin ;  or  oc- 
cafionally,  by  his  providence  ;  that  he  wHl  not  leave  us,  but  dndertdx 
for  OS,  that  we  may  not  be  led  into  fin  thereby,  but  by  his  gftice  be 
ihade  more  than  con^erbrs.  Pfalfn  ti.  10.  Create  ih  me  d  cleiih  hem, 
O  God»  and  renew  a  right  fpirit  within  me.  Ffalm  ctii.  1 3^.  Ofd^fr ttiy 
ftei^  in  thy  i^bt-d  aftd  let  not  ariy  iniquity  have  dominion  oveY  tne.  Ac- 
cptding  to  his  pYomife ;  1  Cor.  x.  13.  But  God  is  faithful,  lirholrill 
not  fuffer  you  to  be  tempted  above  that  ye  are  able,  a  Cor.  xii.  9.* 
Abd  he  faid  unto  me,  My  grace  is  fufficient  for  thee ;  fof  my  ftrtngtb 
is  made  perfect  iti  weaknels. 

dj^  g.  What  is  the  firft  inference  ? 

^  That  iiii  is  the  worft  of  evils. 

Q.  10.  What  is  thefetbiid  inference? 

A.  l^hAt  whhout  God^s  ghice  We  can  never  wkhRfti^,  b«l  &allbe 
overcome  by  every  t^ihptation ;  t  Cot',  iii.  $.  Not  that  we  are  (bffi- 
dent  of  ourfelves,  tb  think  any  thing  as  of  ourfelves  \  bat  bur  fuffi- 
ciency  is  of  God,  John  xv.  5.  For  without  me  ye  can  do  notbiiig* 

Q.  II.  What  is  the  third  infb-ence  ? 

A.  That  vre  muft  do  all  we  tan  to  keep  ourfelves  from  tetnptatioD, 
and  to  engage  the  grace  of  God  with  us  in  temptation,  by  prayer,  by 
pldUing  the  Spirit  of  God,  by  looking  to  Jefus,  &c. 

Of  the  OmcUyum. 

Quefl.  107.  •^Tt'f  HAT  doth  the  coridufion  of  the  Lord's  prayer 
yV  teach  us? 
^  A.  T&  ionclufton  cf  the  Lord's  fraytr^  ^hich  h,  [For  thine  is  the 
kingdom, and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  forever  and  ever;  Amfn."} 
trachpth  us,  t9  take  out  encouragement  in  prayer  from  God  only  ;  and  in  our 
prayers  to  praife  him  ;  a/cribing  Ungdom,  power,  and  ghry  to  him  ,•  ad 
in'tefiimony  ^our  defire,  andaturance,  to  te  heard,  nvefiy,  Amen. 

Q^  1 .  Why  is  the  conclufion  joined  to  the  particle  For  ? 

A.  To  teach  us,  that  therein  are  included  arguments,  or  rcafons 
to  prefs  God  withal,  and  to  prevail  with  hun  for  audience. 

Q^  2.  But  is  it  lawful  to  argue  with  God,  and  to  urge  him  frith 
rotfons  in  prayer  ? 
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4-  &  is  i^  0^ Ij  U  vful,  hifi.  enpf  diept«  yea,  hi^y  commendable } 
SIS  is  &C91  m  the  faints  prayq-.  In  mofes'  Numb,  xiv,  13.  And  Mofes 
f^id  iintp  i)ie  X^4»  TheQ  the  E^ptians  ihaU  bear  it,  (for  thoa 
broughteft  up  this^  people  in  thy  might  from  among  them.)  Ver.  19, 
f  ardo&,  I  befeecb  thee«  the  iniquity  of  thjs  people^  according  utitp  the 
^eatn^  ftf  l^v  mmyiand  9$  thou  ^aft  forgiven  this  people  from  £- 
gjY^^  e^ep  \^  ppfi^.  \fk  |pftiv^'«,  c^jip.  viL  V,  ^nd  Joljiua  faid, 
Ala9  ?  O  }U»'d  Qo4  ^  ifrberf  fore  baft  thou  %i  all  brought  this  people 
ov^r  Jord^y  to  deliver  us  into  tbie  b^md  q(  tbe  Amontesi  to  qeftroy 
us?  Would  to  God  we  had  been  content.  an4  dwelt  qn  the  other  tiap 
Jordan*  Ver.  9.  For  the  Cai^^^ite^^  and  all  the  inbalvtants  o^  the 
l^nd  lbil|  bear  of  ilj  an4  O^all  enyixo^  us  round,  ^nd  cut  oil*  our  name 
fr^qi  tbe  earth;  Aqd  wb^t  wilt  thpu  dp  junto  thy  ^reat  nan^  ?  In 
Afa'si  2  Chron.  xiv.  ii.  And  j^h  cried  unto  tbe  iiprd  bis  God,  and 
J^idi  Lord,  i)t  is  D9^b]ng  witb  jtbee  to  help,  whether  with  many,  or 
Witl^  tbc^  that  b^ve  ^0  paw.er.  (^elp  us^  O  Lord  our  God,  for  we 
reft  on  thee  v  and  in  thy  namp  jft  ^0  ii^ainft  this  ^reat  multitude.  O 
tiord,  thou  art  our  God  \  l^t  no  oaan  prevail  aj[ainft  thee.  In  jeho- 
ihaphat's,  a  Chron.  zx.  6.— *-^4i^d  iaid,  Q  J^prd  Qod  of  oyr  fa^iers, 
^nottbov  6o4 m  h^veni  A^nA  niJlpft  x^t  thou  over  9II  the  j^ing- 
doms  of  the  heathen  ?  And  to  thine  hand  is  there  not  power  and 
might,  (b  that  none  is  able  to  mthfta^d  tljiee  ?  And  Hezekia^'^,  1 
Kings  xiz.  iR.  And  Hezekiab  prayed  befqre  the  Lord,  and  fa^d,  O 
tqrd  Qod  oTlfr^,  wbifb  dw^l}e(l  b?ti|reen  ihe  chenibims ;  tl^q^  jut 
.  (he  God,  even  tbiou  alone,  of  aJA  tbe  l^ogdoms  of  the  earth  :  Thou 
haft  made  heaven  and  earth,  Ver,  19.  fifow  therefore,  O  Lord  o^r 
God,  &c 

Qj^.j.  flvit  t9  wj^  j^^ofe,  f?n  ve  th^Qk  to  prevail  with  .God,  by 
our  araoo^nts  syid  inyxxrtuniUes  i 

A.  They  su-e  not  M&dj^  as  thoQgh  we  would  put  God  in  reme^i- 
bramce  oi  any  thing,  or  would  prevail  with  God  to  do  |hat  for  .u% 
^i^bhe  W miwill^ng  to  giye, 

Q^4.l¥Tby^hi|p? 

^.  Epr  pur  owp  profit,  for  the  enlarging  of  our  own  hearts,  for  the 
qiptiug  of  f^ur  fervencyi  for  tbe  everting  of  faith,  hqpe,  ^eal,  charity, 
&c.  in  prayer  \  and  fo  to  prepare  ourfelyes  for  the  mercy,  that  we 
may  th^  more  gratefully  receive  it,   and  tbe  more  fruitfully  em* 

Q^  5.  ^ow  jop^y  vguwcqts  j^re  in  jftus  condufipn  ? 
4*  Three. 

Q.  f •  f'rom  whence  ar«  tliey  ta)^en  \ 
A.  from  God's  kingdom,  frpqi  his  pp^er^  and  from  his  jgloiy^ 
Q.  7.  What  iiiQgdoJi^  jl,s  b^re  m^apt ! 

4*  tOod's  ^l)iwlal>  ege^t jal,  ai^id  jdbfp.lute  kingdom  ;  wh^'ein  may 
\h  aod  U  iny/olv^,  his  Xp^^  Ig^^ojiQ  9ver  the  church. 

MWJiat jpetbc  argumei^ts  frojn  b^l»ce  ?  *  ' 
capfe  all  that' wc  ean  pray  for  in  this  praycTi  is  j^  the  fid* 
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vancement  and  perfeAing  of  this  his  kingdoiSy  by  the  ddiruAion  of 
all  perfons  and  things  that  oppofe^it,  and  the  completion  of  his  do- 
minion over  all  his  fubjeih ;  therefore  he  would  grant  all  thefe  r&* 
quefts. 

Q^  9.  "What  is  another  ? 

A.  Becaufe  he  being  fuch  an  abfolute  Lord  ahd  fovereign,'has  an 
undeniable  right,  and  unqucftionable  authority,  to  give  and  grant  all 
ire  aik,  and  to  efFe£l  and  bring  to  pafs  all  we  beg :  For  all  perfons  and 
things  are  his  own,  and  at  his  difpofal.  Mat,  xx.  15,  Is  it  not  lawful 
for  me  to  do  what  I  will  with  my  own  ? 

O-  10.  What  is  meant  by  power  ? 

-^.  God's  cflential,  infinite,  irrefiftible  power,  whereby  he  can  do 
what  he  pleates ;  Pfilm  cxxxv.  6.  Whatfoever  the  Lord  pleafed,  &c, 

0.   II.  What  is  the  argument  from  hence  ? 

A  That  we  a(k  nothing  from  God,  but  what  we  can  do  with  in- 
finite ^afe,  in  defpite  of  dl  the  oppofition  that  hell,  earth  and  heart 
can  mal^e  tq  the  contrary  \  Philip,  iii.  ult.  Accordmg  to  the  workingj 
&c.  Eph.  iii.  20.  Now  unto  him  chat  is  able,  &c. 

Q^  1 2.  What  is  meant  by  glory  ? 

A.  Not  his  ellential  glory,  which  no  man,  or  angel,  can  everap* 
prehend.  1 

Q^  13.  What  glory  then  ? 

A.  His  declared  and  acknowledged  glory,  eren  the  accompliihment 
of  all  his  decrees  by  his  providence ;  and  then  the  love,  the  adoratiofli 
and  the  praifes,  the  felf-dedications  of  angels  and  famts,  returned  to 
him  for  the  (ame.  ' 

3^  14.  What  is  the  argument  or  motive  fron^  hence  f 
TXhat  feeing  the  iiibft'ance  of  every  requeft  ddes  direfUy  tend  to, 
and  will  perfectly  end  in,  this  glory  of  God,  when  they  are  fiiUy  an- 
fwered  j  therefore  he  would  gradually  anfwer  them  while  we  are  hcrp, 
and  perfeftly  at  laft,  to  the  advancement  of  his  glory  now,  apd  the 
completion  of  it  then.  1  Chron.  xxa.  ii»  Thine,  O.Lord,  ijtbc 
greatnefs,  and  the  power,  and  the  glofy,  &c.  Jofh.  vii.  9.  And  what 
wilt  thoy  do  unto  thy  great  name  ?  Ifa.  xlii.  8»  I  am  the  Lord,  that  is 
my  namei  &c.  Ifa.  xlviii.  1 1.  For  myown  fake,  even  for  pay  own  fake, 
Will  I  do  it,  Sec 

Q»  15.   Why  is  Amen  added  ? 

A  Bccaqfe  it  is  the  ufual  conclufion  of  prayers  and  praifesj  Pfalm 
xli.  13.  filefled  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  &c.  Ffalm  Ixxii.  19.  And 
blefied  be  his  glorious  name  for  ever,  &c.  2  Cor.  xiii.  ult.  The  grace 
of  the  Lord  Jeius,  and  the  love  of  God,  &c  K.om.  xvi.  20.  The  grace 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  be  with  you.     Amen. 

Q.  |6.  But  what  doth  this  word  here  fignify  ? 

^It  fignifies,  (i.)  The  reality  and  ardency  of  our  defires  to  be 
granted  in  what  we  pray  for :  Rev.  xxii.  20,  He  which  teftifieth 
^efc  thingsi  fjutb|  Surely  I  come  quickly.  An^en.  Even  fo  comei 
Lord  Jefiw* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


An  Etef^on  of  the  jtjffhnUfi  Caudnfm.  317 

Q.  17.  And  what  befides  ? 

J*  Our  trufc  and  firm  confidence  that  we  (hall  be  heard  and  an- 
fwered  in  all  thefe  our  requefts ;  Rev.  i.  7.  Even  fo.  Amen.  Rer* 
vii.  12.  Saying,  Amen.     Bleffing,  and  glory,  and  wifdomi  &c. 

Q^  18.  What  are  the  inferences  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  we  ought  to  u(e  in  prayer  all  fuch  arguments,  as  may  mod 
and  heft  a&£t  our  hearts  towards  God|  excite  ourgracesj  and  fuccced 
with  God. 

Q^  19*  What  is  another  ? 

A.  That  all  we  pray  for  mud  be  in  a  Aibrerviency  to  God's  king* 
dom,  and  with  a  defire  of  his  glory,  ; 

Q.  20.  What  is  the  next  ? 

A.  That  we  muft  a£l  according  to  our  prayers ;  do  all  we  can  for 
the  advancement  of  God's  kingdom,  and  the  exaltation  of  his  glory, 
;is  fubjefb  and  votaries  thereto ;  Ffalm  cxvi.  16.  i  Cor,jL.  31. 

Qi  21.  What  may  more  be  gathered  hence  i 

A,  That  as  weonght  to  begin,  fo  to  continue,  and  condade  bur 
prayers,  in  loweft  adorations  oif  God|  and  acknowledgements  of  his 
glory  and  attributes, 

Q.  22.  What  more  doth  this  concluCon  teach  ? 

A.  That  in  prayer  we  muft  be  fervent  in  our  defires^  and  longing 
fcr  what  we  pray,  James  v.  16* 

Q.  23.  Is  there  any  thing  befides  ? 

A.  That  praying  for  things  agreeable  to  God's  will,  we  ought  to 
beconfisknt  that  we  fhall  fucceed  in  our  requefts  praying  for  the 
matter,  and  after  the  manner  of  this  prayer  j  James  i/^j  8.  Matth. 
m  22. 
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REPLY 


TO 


JMr  PHILIP  CARY'«  Solemn  Cal^-i 

Wlierdn  he  pretcndi  to  uiwit  all  the  Ar|;«iiiaKt  of 

Ma  AU^EM,  I  Msi  S£»GWICK» 

Ma  BAXTER*  1  Ma  ROB£RTS»  ^l« 

Ma  SYDENHAM,    |  Oa  SURTUOGQPa 

Tor  the  Ri^ht  of  Believers  lnfani$  to  BAPTISM. 

By  proving  the  Law  at  Sinalj  and  the  Covenant  4tfPivmp(:^  m^ 
Abraham,  were  the  verjr  fame  with  AcUm't  C^YMiml  ^  W^^i 
^ad  that  Uecauft  the  GefpiUtweiWt  k  Mo^\^ 


A  frieo^ly  Pa£?ACj;  to  the  Author  of  th^  Saimn  CaS^ 
gad  the  mofc  xlUereet  aad  charitable  of tM  Ffuriy  coo* 
cerned  with  him  in  this  Cootroverfy, 

ChriftiMtt  Friends^ 

WHEN  we  open  our  Bibles,  and  read  that  text,  i  Cor.  i.  io« 
we  have  caufe  to  deal  with  it  as  Origen  once  did  by  another 
fcripture,  even  dofc  the  book  and  weep  Over  it,  in  confideration  of  the 
weak  and  feeble  influences  iUd  melting  words,  delivered  withfucb^ 
pathos,  have  upon  the  hearts  of  profcfibrs  this  day.  «  Now,  I  befeech 
•<  you,  brethren,  by  the  name  of  ftur  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  that  ye  all 
<<  fpeak  the  fame  thing,  and  that  there  be  no  divifions  among  yoU| 
<«  but  that  ye  be  perfeftly  joined  together  in  the  fame  mJpd,  and  « 
«  the  fame  judgment." 

I  befeech  you]  He  dips  the  nail  in  oil,  that  it  pay  drive  the  eafier.  / 
hefeecb  you,  brethren]  A  compellation  breathing  fweetnefs  and  affcc- 
tion,and  ibould  drop  from  our  lips  intp  each  others  ears  with  the  fame 
effect  that  word  once  did  upon  the  ears  of  Benbadad*s  fervants,  Mj 
brother  Benhadod.  Sirs^  (faid  Mofes  to  the  flriving  Ifra^lites)  y  ar4 
brethren.    O  when  fliall  the  church  become  a  true  Philadelphia  i 

I  befeech  jrw,  brethren^  by  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrj/f]  or  a$  yott 
love  JefttS  Chrifti  $it  quantum  i^um  amant  tantum  ^udeant  cofUordU^ 
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faith  Caivhi  -.  Se  as  (fddiout  df  ^ohtMl  aft  y«ti  ate  fret  lit  (ffVfieftiy 
Vnt  t6  Chrift. 

Ti&j/  /i&^^  be  no  dlvifions^  or  rents  amoog  you  i  t  tx^t^d^  fthlftfig 
or  rent  in  thechtifch,  is  muth  the  ^aiMe,  ahd  nitdgethet  ^  dinffiSKto 
as  a  £ts^k»  or  fedition  ifl  the  cofilftibnWeilthy  aiid  harden  t<5  M  ea- 
red. For  as  the  Lord  Verobm  tfoly  bhftrtei,  HiS^itHtctk  aifidnjA: 
perftcQtiiig  enemies  and  the  chuhrh,  afe  like  the  fti-ivihgs  6f  tht  TL 
gyptian  with  the  Ifraetite,  ivhich  Mofes  quickly  elided^  Df  ktidekiflf 
dovn  the  Egyptian }  but  diffentkins  hi  the  ehiiteh  are  like  the  AtW^ 
ing  of  one  trraellte  with  anbthet ;  and  all  that  Mofts  can  dt>  id  (fulet 
and  t>art  theffe,  is  only  by  lur  and  gentle  words^  and  fetfiiiiclifig  thetfi 
that  they  are  brethren. 

Gfeat  b  the  mifthief  of  divi&ons  an:to!ig  Cbflftiiinft ;  SUid  the  left 
the  grounds  and  caufes  are,  the  gf  eater  al«ravs  is  the  fin  and  tAildliei 
of  thedl.  In  the  primitive  church  contentions  grow  ferteflt  ib&at 
meats Uwfal  and  unlawful) <i;Mrd ifj not proftt^iht  ine^hiAgiJ^t  gf^atly 
damnified  them  that  vrttt  occtipied  therein^  Heb.  till.  9.  Franca)  f€^ 
liglon  among  them  gi^enr  c6ld|  as  difpuiatlons  abdiit  (hefe  trifles  ptm 
fervent. 

The  readieft  way  to  cool  fach  heats  is,  by  di/botefing  th^  friirial  h^ 
turebfthe  mattet*  contended  about ;  ikS  DemdftKehes  appeafed  tbtf 
ttiiDUk  amodg  the  people  raifed  by  a  fchall  occafidA,  by  i^tattng  to 
them  the  ftoty  of  a  man  that  hired  an  ap  ict^itf  hiint  ^  j6tmey»  but 
the  fun  (hinUig  ferveht,  he  was  forced  to  ^uit  hei'  back,  atid  bet^k^ 
himftif  to  her  fiiadow ;  the  owner  with dbod  hina,  afledging,  that  h6 
had  hifed  the  bi»dy  6f  the  afs,  bdt  her  ihadow  Was  not  ih  the'  bargain  ; 
and  To  the  contention  betweeh  therili  gre#  as  hot  a&  the  fufi.  Many 
fuch  trifles  have  raifed  great  contentions  in  the  World,  Uritnefs  the 
great  contention  betwbct  the  Ba/lern  and  PP'eJieth  church  about  ke^ 
ing  of  £after. 

Other  |K>ihtsthel'eare  of  greater  mtxfiehtj  ahnit  Which  |ood  mia 
contend,  and  yet  thefe  oftentimes  are  magnified  mUeh  ^boVe  their  trii^' 
intrmfitil  value.  So  I  atn  fui'e  it  b  in  the  cohtf6Vet(y  before  lis.  Mr 
Cary  tells  us,  that  thefe  things  will  be  fouhd  at  length  to  be  of  higheft 
coticernment  unto  tis^  and  liiuft  therefore  be  our  mod  ferious  prac- 
tice, i).  243.  If  fb,  then  the  pfopet  TubjcA  of  baptlfm  mud  be  6ne  tJi 
tholb  that  is  of  greateft  weight,  and  the  profefiion  thereof  the  very 
Schibboleth  to  diflingui(h  one  perfoh  from  liiothe^  in  matters  of  re- 
ligion. No  wonder  therefore  the  fires  of  coiitetitiod  are  hXovm  np  to 
fucha  vehement  he^,  eveti  in  fuch  an  improper  ieafbn;  much  like 
Aetbntentbns  among  the  'En^iQa  fugitives  at  Fraiikfort,  when  their 
^rethreh  Were  frying  in  the  flames  at  Smithfield.  Jiitl  fo  ihuft  we  be 
fcuffiing,  whilft  thoufands  of  our  brethren  are  bleeding  in  Irelatnd. 
Had  we  a  ti^e  fenfe  of  the  ouality  of  the  fub^efby  6r  the  uri(gafoiiaU6* 
fiers  of  the  time.  It  fliould  certainly  allay  tb^e  heats  aniong  us.  fiid 
^t  fee  who  fiand  by,  and  look  with  pleafure  upon  ouf  folfieii  il 
would  qulckl;  allay  our  heats.    TertuIUm  telb  Ihc  Chrifiians  of  hn 
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time,  tbat  they  were  like  the  Funatnbulonc8»  or  men  that  walk  upon 
hopes  the  leaft  tread  awry  might  be  their  ruin>  fo  narrowly  did  thek 
enemies  watch  them. 

•  Sirs,  the  peace,  fafety,  and  honour,  of  the  diflcnting  intercft  are 
things  of  too  great  value  to  be  hazarded  amongft  the  hands  of  oar 
common  enemies.     You  may  fancy  they  will  negkft  the  advantage 

50U  give  them  \  but  if  they  do,  the  devil  will  call  them  fools  for  it. 
ffr  Herle  tells  us  of  a  king^s  fool,  who  wrote  down  the  kinghimfelf 
in  his  table  among  his  brother-fools,  becaufe  he  had  trufted  an  Af* 
rican  ffaranger  with  four  thoufand  pounds  to  buy  fiarbary  horfes.  The 
king  aiked  him  how  he  would  make  him  umends,  if  the  ftranger  ihould 
come  again  ?  Why  then  (faid  he)  FIl  blot  your  name  out  of  my  tabic 
of  fools,  and  write  down  the  African  in  jrour  (lead.  Think  notour 
enemies  are  fuch  fools  to  neglcft  the  advantage  wc  caft  into  their  hands. 
It  is  a  weighty  note  of  Livy,  Con/ilia  mn  dant  homines  rebus ^  fed  reshor 
minibus  i  Men  do  not  counfel  things,  but  time  and  things  counfcl 
men.  Mcthinks  the  poftures  of  times  and  affairs  give  us  better  coun- 
fels  than  we  fcem  to  be  governed  by  in  fuch  work  as  this.  Divlfions 
of  forty  years  fianding  and  more,  about  infants  baptifm,  have  eaten 
np  the  time,  wafted  the  fpirits,  and  alienated  the  hearts  of  Engliih 
profeflbrs,  divided  them  both  in  fociety  and  love;  by reafon  whereof 
God^s  pleafant  plant  in  this  refembles  the  bramble,  which  taking  root 
at  both  ends,  by  reafon  of  the  rencounters  of  the  fap^  commonly  wi- 
thers in  thJ  middle.  Your  brethren,  in  their  Narrative  from  their 
General- Aflembly,  make  a  fad  and  fenfible  complaint  of  withering  in 
the  power  of  godlinefs.  And  truly  we  as  well  as  they  may  complain 
with  the  church.  We  do  all  fade  as  a  leaf:  The  Lord  help  us  to  dif- 
ccrn  the  true  caufe,  whether  it  be  not  the  mifplacing  of  our  zeal,  our 
being  cold  where  we  fliould  be  fervent,  and  fervent  hot  where  it 
ihould  be  cold ;  and  whether  the  eating  up  of  fo  much  time  and  Au- 
dy  about  baptizing  of  infants,  have  not  kept  us  thefe  fofty  years  in 
the  infancy  of  our  graces  ? 

I  well  remember  that  blefled  time,  when  ours  and  yours  were  terms 
almoft  unknown  amongfl  profefTors  in  England.  When  their  affec- 
tions and  prayers  melted  and  mingled  together  fweetly  in  days  of  hu- 
miliation, and  other  duties  of  edifying  and  heavenly  communion ;  and 
then  churches  began  to  ^ourifli,  and  the  graces  of  Chriftians  every 
where  flourifced,  and  became  fruitful :  but  no  fooncr  did  the  faints 
divide  in  fociety  and  affcflion,  but  thefe  pleafant  bloflbms  were  nipt  by 
it,  as  by  a  frofly  morning  ,  the  church  formed  itfelf  as  it  wei«e,  into 
two  armies,  fet  in  battalia  againft  each  other.  It  was  now  with  us 
much  like  as  it  is  faid  of  the  atnphijbena^  that  hath  an  head  at  either, 
end,  of  which  neither  can  well  move  without  the  confent  of  both; 
but,  if  each  move  a  contrary  way,  the  body  tears  in  the  middle.  I 
doubt  not  but  many  that  differed  from  us  belonged  to  Chrift,  the  fame 
bead  with  us  j  and  yet  it  is  pafl  doubt,  that  many  who  feemed  to  be 
of  us  were  headed  by  Satan  j  and  quickly  dilcovered  thcmfclvcs  ta 
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be  iO|  by  rtinning  £uther  than  we  firft,  or  yoa  next,  Imagiaedi  even 
into  Quakerifm,  Socinianifm,  Raiiterifin»  and  the  fouled  puddle  and 
fink  of  complicated  errors  ;  of  which  an  impartial  ftranger»  under 
the  name  t)t  Honoribs  iteggius«  «9«i>^ft^/««fM«f,  Cieorgius  Homiu^ 
iiaving  heard  the  report  in  hid  own  country,  came  over  oh  purpofe  ih-r 
toEaglaiid  for  bis  particulaf  and . per feA  information,  and  hath  given 
the  foreign  churches  si  full  and  fad  account  thereof  in  a  Latin  nam* 
tive>  which  I  have  by  me  i  whereby  t  Sad,  that,  if  the  Lord  in  mer- 
ry to  us  had  not  let  in  a  third  party  with  the  Conimoh  calamity  upoii 
ts  all»  we  ourfelVes  miift  in  all  probdbilitjr  have  niutualiy  ruined  each 
Othei^.  But  God  faw  othei^  hands  titter  (alt  fuch  dlKy  work  thai! 
Ours  \  and  now  it  ^as  time  to  refleA  up6n  formef  follies,  and  rene# 
Our  ancient  acquaintance  in  the  common  gaols.  And^  through  th^ 
goodnefi  of  (3od,  this  did  (bdiewhat  alhy  the  heats  of  good  men,  and 
gave  us  fre(h  hopes  of  an  hearty  add  lifting  ^dintegration.  We 
hoped  the  furt^ace  mi^ht  hate  purged  oUr  drofs,  and  melted  our 
hearts  into  unity,  both  by  difcovering  the  evils  for  which  the  Lord  af- 
Aided  us,  aiid  the  fincerity  df  the  fuSei'en  hearts  under  thofe  triaU. 

<  Chriftiann,  (faith  Mr  Jenkink)  if  We  muft  difc»  let  m  die  tike  men» 

<  by  m  unanimous  holy  contention  againft  the  common  enemy ;  not 

<  like  fools,  by  giving  him  our  fwoi^d,  and  defti'oyln^one  another  bf 
*  fchifms  in  our  own  bdwels/ 

But  alas  !  alas  f  nb  fooner  is  thd  rod  tif  our  batks,  and  a  refpite 
from  iufierings  given  us,  but  we  are  prefently  founding  an  alarm  to 
the  battk  again*  aiid,  to  my  iorfo#,  myfeif  uriavoldably  Engaged 
therein. 

friends,  I  haVe  i  witiiefs  lil  many  of  your  bofoms,  how  peaceabl]f 
and  refpeitfttlly  I  have  always  carried  it  towards  you,  eve^n  to  fuch  a 
degree  as  began  to  bring  me  Under  the  fufpicion  of  {6tbt  of  yt)nr  par^ 
Uy  that  I  was  Inclining  to  tiielr  opinion,  though  I  did  n6t  openly  pro. 
fds  it.  But  the  true  t^afons  of  mv  mOdcffation  ib  this  polrit  were^ 
(i.)  That  t  evet  did,  a6d  ftill  do  look  updn  many  of  yoU  as  ChrtfHans, 
found  in  the  other  great  doArine^  6l  the  golpel.  (2«)  That  there 
are  difficulties  in  this  controverfy  which  may  puzzle  the  inlnds  6t 
weil-meahing  Chnftians.  (3.)  1  highly  yalued  the  peace  o(i\it  cburcb^ 
anddurftdo  nothing  that  tended  to  keep  open  the  br^aqhes  upon  a 
coxltroverfy  of  this  nature,  you  being  for  purity  In  doArine  and  wot^ 
ihip  in  moft  other  controverted  points,  as  well  as  we.  (4«)  I  oUet^ed 
how  nve  a  thins  it  is  for  engaged  parties  to  give  ground. 
^Ui  HxUt  ingenio  cedere^  rarui  erit, 
<Mad  difputants  to  reafon  feldom  yield/ 

($.)  My  beady  heaft,  and  hands  have  been  filled  with  better  em-^ 
ployments,  from  which  I  am  extremely  loth  to  be  diverted.  If  BeU 
larmine  turned  with  loathing  from  fchool-divinity,  becaufe  it  wanted 
the  fweet  juice  o(  piety,  much  nvire  may  I  turfi  from  fuch  perverfe  dii^ 
pates  as  thefe :  l^e  I  may  find  as  fair  czpofitions  of  fcripturci  and 
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and  as  accurate  and  legUimate'  diflinftions  among  tbe  fchcoUmen^  as  itl 
^r  Tombes's  Examen  and  Apology  ;  or  (which  for  the  moft  part  is 
but  a  tranfcript  of  both)  m  Mr  Cary^s  Solemn  Call.  Biit  1  fee  1  mull 
not  be  my  own  chufer  \  1  cannot  now  be  both  filent  ^nd  innocent  j 
for  in  this  Solemn  Call  I  find  the  great  do£h"ines  of  God's  covenants 
abufed  by  my  neighbour  ;  the  books  diTperfed  into  many  families  re- 
lated to  me  iii  this  place,  one  of  them  delivered  to  me  by  the  Author's 
own  handsj  with  a  preffing  defire  to  give  my  judgment  upon  it:  Several 
objeftions  which  I  privately  and  feafonably  fent  him  to  prevent  the  fiu 
and  folly  of  his  attempt,  pretended  to  be  anfwcred.  from  p.  164.  cl 
p.  183.  Thus  am  I  neceffarily  brought  into  the  field  of  controverfy  ; 
"^^hither  I  come  not  a  volunteer^  but  2l  prejpd  inan  ;  not  out  of  choice, 
6ut  ncccflity.  And  now  I  am  here,  I  relblve  to  be  only  Adverfartm 
lUUf  mn  perfotttg^  an  adverfary  in  the  controveriy,  not  to  the  pcrfon, 
especially  of  my  friendly  neighbour.  Neither  would  I  have  appeared 
thus  publicly  againft  himj  if  differences  cowld  have  been  accomnaoda- 
ted,  and  the  evU  prevented,  in  a  more  private  way ;  in  order  thsre- 
lintOj  I  bave.punfiuallyvobferved  and  kept  tbe  rules  and  meafures  of 
frienddiip.  ,. 

It  is  pofiible  fome  may  judge  my  fiile  againft  him  to  be  too  fharp  \ 
but  if  they  pleafc  to  read  the  cohcluBon  of  his  Call^  and  my  Anfivtr^ 
X  prefume  they  will  find  enough  to  make  atonement  for  that  fault,  if 
1^  be  a  fault.  It  is  from  the  nature;  of  the  matter  before  me,  not  from 
defeft  of  charity  to  th^  perfoa  or^arty,  that  I  am  forced  to  be  fo 
plam  and  pungent  as  I  am. 

To  conclude>  I  fufpefi  this  very  preface  may  be  alfb  cctJurcd  for  its 
piainnefs  aud  .tpdipulnefs.  Iconfefs,  when  times  are  bufy  we  fhould 
be  brief  i  .and  I  am  perfuaded  a  fufficient  preface  may  be  contra^ed 
into*  four  word's^  a»tv  m^oi^w  km  :ra9«F,  wtkout  preface  or  paffions* 
lloweter,  \  bave  a  fittlfc  eafed  my  own  heart,  by  dlfcharglng  my  du- 
ty to  my  differing  brethren,,  and  pleafed  myfelf,  if  not  themi 

The  God  of  peace  create  peace  in  all  the  borders  of  Sion,  beat  our 
fwords  into.  plowJBares^  and  our  /pears  into  prunlng-hoQh  ;  I  -mean, 
our  polemicals  into  praBlcals  g  that  Jenifalem  may  opce  more  be  a  city 
compafl:,  and  ^o  more  terrible  to  hevfelf,  but  only  to  hei*  enemies,  as 
an  army  with  banners.  This,  brethren,  is  the  prayer,  ^d  (hall  ever 
be  the  endeavour  of. 

Tout  Friend  dtid  Servant,  i;?  Chripf 

7OHN-FLATEL. 
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BEFORE  we  enter  into  the  mam  controvcrfy,  it  will  be  oeceflar^ 
to  acaitamt  the  reader,  Vhy  I  begin  with  the  middle  of  the 
book ;  and  it  is  becaufe  I  there  find  tbefe  three  principles  or  pofitionsj 
on  which  the  other  parts  of  his  difcourfe  are  fupcrftrufted  ;  and  thefe 
being  deftroyed,' his  other  difcourfcs  are  but  arena^Jine  calfe,  I  jnro- 
pcrly  therefore  begin  with  the  foundation. 

Next  I  fhall  ihew  how  far  we  arc  agreed  in  the  matters  here  con- 
troverted, and  where  iris  in  eacl\  of  thefe  that  the  controverfy  indeed 
iles  betwixt  u«.     And  as  to 

I.  Pofttion^  viz. 

That  the  Sinai  Jaw  is  the  fame  with  AJarn^  covenant  ifworhy  made 
in  paradi/ei 

The  difference  betwixt  us  here  is  not  (i.)  Whether  both  thefe 
be  called  covenants,  in  Scripture  ?  Nor  (2.)  Whether  there  was  no 
grace  at  all  in  both,  or  either  of  them  5  for  we  are  agreed,  il  is  grace 
in  God  to  enter  into  covenant  with  man,  whatever  that  covenant  be.. 
Nor.  (3.)  Whether  the  Sinai  law  be  not  a  covenant  of  works  to  fomc 
men,  by  their  own  fault  and  occafion  ?  Nor  (4.)  Whether  the  fcrip- 
tores  do  not  many  times  IpeaR  of  it  in  that  very  fenfe  and  notion 
wherein  carhai  jujliciaries  apprehend  and  take  it  5  and  by  rejefting 
Chrift,  maka  it  fo  to  themfelves  ?  Nor  (5.)  Whether  the  very  mat- 
^^  oi  ih^  laiv  of  nature  be  not  revived  and  reprefented  in  the  Sinai 
hiv  ?  Thefe  are  not  the  points  we  contend  about..  But  the  ques- 
tion is.  Whether  the  Sinai  law  do  in  its  own  nature,  and  according  to 
God's  purpofe  and  defign  in  the  promulgation  of  it,  revive  the  law  of 
nature,  to  the  fame  ends  and  ufcs  it  fcrved  to  in  Adam's  covenant  | 
and  fo  be  properly.and  truly  a  covenant  of  works  ?  Or  whether  God 
had  not  gracious  and  evangelical  ends  and  purpofes,  viz.  By  fiich  a 
dreadful  reprefentation  of  the  fevere  and  imprafticable  terms  of  the 
firft  covenant,  inftead  of  obliging  them  to  the  perfonal  and  punftusd 
obfervance  of  them  for  righteoufnefs  and  life,  he  did  not  ratlier  de- 
fign to  convince  them  of  the  impoflibility  of  legal  righteoufnefs,  hum- 
ble proud  nature,  and  (hew  them  the  ncceffity  of  betaking  themfelves 
to  Chrift,  now  exhibited  in  the  new  covenant,  as  the  only  refuge  to 
fallen  finners. '  The  latter  I  defend  according  to  the  Scriptures,  thfe 
iormer  Mr  Cary  fcems  to  affert  and  vehemently  argue  for. 

idl^y  In  this  controverfy- about  the  Sinai  law,  I  do  not  find  Mr 
Gary  diftinguUh  (as  he  ought  V  bet wi;tt  the  law  confidered  more  large- 
ly and  complexly,  as  "containing 'bptli  the  moral  and  x/remontal-  tavfy  . 


for  both  which  it  is  Often  taken  in  Scrip 


01^,*  and  morc'ftriaiy  fbrtfie 


vjotaltaw  oflly^  as  it  i^  fomctimcs  ufed  In  Scripture,  .^"^rhde.two  he 
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Vnakes  one  aad  the  fime  eovenafa  ofwrhi  fhoagh  tluM  beftoo 
that  ioobt  whether  the  mere  m^mt/  /nv  may  not  be  a  covenant  tf 
works  :  yet  I  never  met  with  any  man  before^  that  &ath  a$rm  the 
^eremmial  law,  which  it  fo  full  pf  Chrift^  to  be  lb }  and  to  this  law 
it  is  that  drcumcifion  appertains* 

2d/y^  The  moral  law,  MRly  cal^en  for  the  ten  commandmentSi  i$ 
not  by  him  diftingutihed  (as  it  ought  to  be,  and  as  the  fcripture  fre- 
quently doth)  according  to  God's  intention  and  defign  in  the  promul- 
gation  of  it,  which  w^  to  add  it  as  an  appendix  to  the  promifey  Gal. 
iji.  19  and  cfPt  to  iet  it  op  as  an  oppofite  covenant,  Gal.  iii.  ai.  as 
the  carnal  Je  ws^  mtfiating  and  perverting  the  uje  and  mi  of  ike  law,  and 
ipaking  it  to  themfelves  a  covenant  of  works,  by  making  it  the  very 
rule  and  reafon  of  their  juftification  before  God,  Rom.  ix.  32*  33. 
Rom.  X.  3.  Thefe  things  ought  carefully  to  have  been  difUnguilhed, 
forafmuch  as  the  whole  controverfy  depends  on  this  double  fenfc  and 
ifxteption  of  (he  law  \  yea>  the  very  demmnatm  pf  that  law  depends 
hereon  :  for  I  affirm,  it  ought  not  to  be  denominated  from  the  abufed 
and  mii^aken  end  of  it  amongft  c^umal  mep,  but  from  the  true  fcope» 
deiign  and  end  for  which  God  publiQied  it  after  the  f;all;  and  thongH 
we  find  fpch  expreifioos  as  tfaefe  in  Scripture,  ^The  man  that  doth 
<<  them  fliall  live  in  them  i^and|  «  Ci|rfed  is  every  one  that  continu- 
V  eth  not  in  all  things,"  &c.  yet  thefe  refpef^ng  the  law,  not  accord* 
ing  to  God's  intention,  but  man's  corruptbii  and  abufe  of  it,  the  law 
is  not  thereby  to  be  denominated'  a  covenant  <rf  works.  God's  end 
was  not  to  juftify  them,  but  to  try  them  by  that  terrible  difpenfationi 
Pxod.  3(x.  20.  whethqr  they  wquld  ftill  hapker  alter  that  natural  way 
pf  felf-righteoufnefs  *,  fbr  this  end  God  propounded  theterps  of  the  firft 
covenant  to  tbeni  on  Sinai,  not  to  open  the  way  of  felf*juftification  to 
them,  but  (o  cqhvince  them,  and  flipt  them  up  to  Chrift  ;  juft  as  our 
Savio^iri  Matth.  xix  17.  pqt^  the  young  man  upon  keeping  the  coin* 
inandments,  not  tp  driye  him  from,  but  necc^tate  him  to  himfelf  in 
the  way  of  faith. 

The  lar  in  both  thefe  fepfes  is  excellently  defcrihed.  Gal.  iv,  in 
that  allegory  of  Hagar  and  Sarabt  the  figures  of  the  two  covenants. 
Hagar,  ^herfirf^  and  proper  ftation  was  but  a  feryiceable  handmaid 
%o  Sarah,  as  the  law  is  zfcba^lmafier  to  Chrift  j  but  when  Jlagar  th? 
}>andm^id  is  taken  in  Sarah's  bed,  and  brings  forth  children  that  at 
pire  to  the  mheritance,  th^n  f^^ith  the  l^cripture,  «  Caft  out  the  bondt 
f<  woman,  ^ith  her  fon.**  So  it  is  here ;  take  the  l?iw  in  its  primary 
pfe,  as  (jod  defigned  it,  as  ^  J^choolmafier  or  handmaid  to  Chrift  ^ 
the  fromi/et  fp  it  is  f pnfiftent  with  them,  and  excellently  fubTervient  to 
them ;  but  if  ^re  marry  this  handipMdA  and  efpoufe  it  as  a  covenant  of 
lodriyr,  then  are  w^  bound  to  it  for  life,  Rom.  vii.  and  mufl  have  no- 
thing tP  do  with  Chrift.  1  he  believers  of  the  Old  Teft^ent  had 
frue  appr^|i^iifi>ns  of  fhe  right  end  and  ufe  of  the  law,  which  direftcd 
fhem  to  Chrift,  and  fo  they  became  children  of  the  fir4e'^woman,  Tbf 
canal  Jews  truftcd  to  the  w^ksof  the  bv  for  rigntep\»fnei5,  ind  fo 
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bedtaae  Uie  children  qf  the  iond-woman ;  but  neither  could  be  dul- 
drenof  both  at  once,  no  more  than  the  fame  man  can  naturally  be 
bom  of  two  mothi^s.  Thbis  the  difference  betwixt  us  about  the 
firftpofitioa*     Aodaitothc 

II.  Po/klonf 

ThiU  Abrahams covenaniy  Gen.  xvii.  is  aH  AdanCs  covenafU  of  toorh 
filjoy  kecauft  drcumcifion  was  atfnesfed  tQ  it^  whicb  obliged  men  to  keef  the 
v>hoU  law. 

The  controverfy  betwixt  us  in  this  point,  is  net  whether  orcumd' 
fton  were  an  ordinance  of  God,  annexed  by'him  to  his  covenata  with 
Abrahaw  I  Nor  {%.)  Whether  Abraham's  ordinary  and  extraordina- 
ry feed  ought  to  be,  and  actually  were  figned  by  it  i  Nor,  (3.)  Whe- 
ther it  were  a  feal  of  the  rightcoufnefs  of  faith  to  any  individual  per- 
fon,for  he  allows  it  to  be  fb  to  Abraham  ?  Nor  (4.)  WhetUer  it  ]pcr- 
tained  to  the  ceremonial  lawt  and  fo  muft  ceafe  at  the  death  of  Chrift  ? 
But  the  difference  betwixt  us  is,  Whether  (i.)  It  was  a  feal  of  the 
covenant  to  none  but  Abraham  ?  And  (2.)  Whether  in  the  very  na- 
ture of  the  aft,  or  only  from  the  intention  of  the  agent,  it  did  oblige 
men  to  keep  the  whole  law,  as  Adam  was  obliged  to  keep  it  in  inno* 
cency  i  (3.}  Whether  it  were  utterly  aboliQied  at  the  death  ofChrift^ 
as  a  condition  of  the  covenant  of  works  ?  or  being  a  (ign  of  the  fame 
cwenant  of  grace  we  are  now  under,  it  be  not  fucceeded  by  the  ncir 
gofpel-fign,  which  isbaptifm  ?  Mr  Gary  affirms,  that  it  was  in  itfeif « 
condition  of  the  covenant  of  works  ^  and  being  annexed  to  God*s  cove- 
nant with  Abraham,  Gen*  xvii.  it  made  that  a  true  Adam's  covenant 
^f  works  alfo.  This  I  utterly  deny,  and  fay,  Abraham's  covenant  was 
a  true  cpvenantof  grace.  (2.)  That  circumciiion  was  a  feal  of 
rightcoufnefs  of  faith,  and  therefore  could  not  poffibiy  belong  to  the 
ctroenant  of  works,  (3.}  That  as  it  was  applied  both  to  the  ordinary 
and  extraordinary  infant^feed  of  Abraham,  during  that  adminifira- 
tion  of  the  covenant,  fo  it  is  the  will  of  Chrift  that  baptifm  ihonld 
take  its  place  under  the  gofpel,  and  be  applied  now  to  the  infant-feed 
of  all  Abraham's  fpiritual  children.  Thefe  are  the  things  wherein 
we  differ  about  the  fecond  fofiiion.    And  laftly,  as  to  the 

III.  Pofuion. 

That  neither  Mofei^  la^ff^  £xod.  xx.  nor  God*s  covenant  with  Abra* 
bamy  Gen.  xvii.  can  be  any  other  than  an  Adonis  covetiant  of  works ^  be* 
caufi  they  have  each  of  them  conditions  in  them  on  man*s  part ;  but  the  ^of* 
pet-covenant  hath  none  atall^  but  is  altogether  free  and  abfolute. 

The  controverfy  here  betwixt  us  is  not  (i.)  Whether  the  gofpel- 
covenant  requires  no  duties  at  ail  oi  them  that  are  under  it?  Nor 
(2.)  Whether  it  requires  any  fiich  conditions  as  were  in  Adam's  co- 
venant, namel?,  perfefi,  perfonal,  and  perpetual  obedience,  under 
the  fevereft  penalty  of  a  curfe,  and  admitting  no  place  oi  repentance? 
Nor.  (3.)  VV  hether  any  condition  required  by  it  on  our  part,  have  any 
thing  in  its  own  nature  meritorious  of  the  benefits  promifed  ?  Nor 
(f)  Wbethqr  we  be  abl«  ip  ^vr  awp  fireogt^ij  and  by  the  power  of 
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our  free-iWiIIf  without  the  preventing  as  well  as  the  q[^Jiing  grace  of 
God,  to  perform  any  iuch  work  or  duty  as  we  call  a  condition  f  In 
ibefe  things  we  have  no  controverfy ;  but  the  only  queftion  betwixt 

us   IS, 

Whether  in  the  new  covenant  fome  aft  of  ours  (though  it  have  no 
merit  in  it»  nor  can  be  done  in  our  own  iingle  ftrength)  be  not  requi- 
red  to  be  performed  by  us,  antecedently  to  a  blefling  or  privilege  con- 
fequent  by  virtue  of  a  promiie  ?  And  whether  fuch  an  aft  of  duty, 
being  of  a  fufpeBding  nature  to  the  bleffing  promifed,  it  have  not  the 
true  and  proper  nature  of  a  gofpeUcondition  ?  Thb  I  aflirm,  and  he 
pofitively  denies. 

Thefe  t.\xTzt  po/itions  being  confuted,  and  the  contrary  w^ll  confirm- 
ed, viz,  that  the  law  at  Sinai  was  not  fet  up  by  God  as  an  Adam's  co- 
venant, to  open  the  old  way  of  righteoufneis  and  life  by  works ;  but 
was  added  to  the  promife,  as  fublervient  to  Chrift  in  its  defign  and 
ufe)  and  confcquently  can  never  be  a  pure  Adam's  covenant  of  works. 
And,  fecondly^ 

That  Abraham's  covenant,  Gen.  xvii.  is  the  very  fame  covenant  of 
grace  we  are  now  under ;  and,  (2rf/j»,)  That  circumciiion  in  the  na- 
ture  of  the  aft  did  not  oblige  all  men  to  keep  the  whole  law  for  righ* 
teoufnefs.     And  {'idljy) 

That  the  new  covenant  is  not  abfolutely  and  wholly  unconditional, 
though  notwithftanding  a  moft  free  and  gracious  covenant }  the  pil^ 
lars  on  which  Mr  Cary  fets  his  new  ftrufture  iink  under  it,  and  the 
building  falls  into  ruins. 

1  have  not  here  taken  Mr  Gary's  two  SyHogifms,  proving  A  bra* 
ham's  covenant  to  be  a  covenant  ofnvorh^  becaufe  I  find  myfelf  therein 
prevented  by  that  ingenious  and  learned  man,  Mr  Whifton,  in  his  late 
anfwer  to  Mr  Grantham.  Neither  have  I  particularly  fpoken  to  bii 
twenty»three.  arguments  to  prove  the  Sinai  law  to  be  a  pure  Adam's  co- 
venant, h^CuMkfrufiraftperplura^  quod  fieri  poieft  per  pauciora:  I  have 
overthrown  them  all  together  at  one  blow,  by  evincing  every  argu- 
ment to  have  four  terms  in  it,  and  fo  proves  nothing.  But  I  have 
fpoken  to  all  thofc  fcriptures  which  concern  our  four  pofttions^  and  fol- 
ly vindicated  them  from  the  injurious  fenfes  to  which  Mr  Gary  (foU 
lowing  Mr  Tombes)  had  wrefted  them. 

Thefe  things  premifed,  I  (hall  only  further  add,  that  if  Mr  Gary 
ihall  attempt  a  reply  to  my  anfwer,  and  ^free  his  own  thefes  fiom 
the  grofs  abfurdlties  with  which  I  have  loaded  them^  he  muft  plainly 
gnd  fubftantially  prove  againft  mej 

( I.)  That  theoinai  law,  according  to  its  true  fcope  and  end,  was 
promulgated  by  God  for  man's  juftification  and  happinefs  in  the 
w^y  of  pcrfonal  obedience ;  and  that  the  Jews,  that  did  accordingly 
endeavour  after  righteoufnefs  by  the  works  of  the  law,  did  not  mii- 
takeits  true  end  and  meaning;  or  if  they  did,  and  thereby  made  it 
what  God  never  intended  it  to  be,  a  covenant  of^oorh  to  thcmfelves, 
thsU  thcSinju  law  ought  rather  to  be  denominated  from  their  miftakp 
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aDd  abufe  of  it,  than  from  Its  primary  add  proper  uie,  and  God^s  de« 
fign  in  its  promulgation. 

(a.)  He  muft  prove  againft  me,  with  like  evidence  of  truth,  that 
circumcifion  difcovered  no  more  of  man's  native  corruption,  nor  any 
more  of  his  remedy  by  Chrift;  nor  fealcd  to  any  perfon  whatfoever 
the  righteoufnef^  of  ^ith,  than  Adam's  covenant  in  paradife  did;  aa4 
that  it  did  in  its  owft  nature  oblige  all  upon  whom' it  pafled,  to  the 
fame  terms  of  obedience  that  Adam's  covenant  obliged  him.     And^ 

(3.)  Tliat  there  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  nnu  covenata  any  fuch 
ad  or  duty  of  our»,  as  hath  been  defcribed  and  limited  above  ;  which 
k  of  a  fufpcnding  nature  to  the  benefits  therein  granted.     And, 

(4.)  That  the  rcfpcftive  expofitions  he  gives  of  the  feveral  texts  to 
be  explained  and  vindicated,  are  more  congruous  Xo  the  Icope  aftd 
grammar  than  mine  are,  and  more  agreeable  to  the  current  fcnfc  0^ 
orthodox  expofitors;  and  then  he  (hall  be  fure  to  receive  an  anfwerable 
return  from  me,  elfe  it  is  but  labour  loft  to  write  again. 


REPLY 


TO 

Mr  PHILIP  CARY's  Solemn  Call,  &c. 

THE  book  1  have  undertaken  to  animadvert  briefly  upoQ«  bears 
the  title  ol^folmn  call;  but  I  am  not  fo  much  concerned  with 
t^/okmnity^  as  I  am  with  the  authority  of  this  call.  Not  iow  it  i?, 
but  'whofe  it  is.  If  it  be  the  call  of  God,  it  muft  be  obeyed,  though 
it  be  to  part  not  only  with  ths  privi/eges,  but  lives  of  our  deareft  chil- 
dren i  but  then  we  had  need  to  be  very  well  a^ured  it  is  the  call  of 
God,  elfe  we  are  guihy  at  onte  of  the  higheft  folly,  and  bafeft  treach* 
ery,  to  part  with  fo  rich  an  inheritance,  conveyed  by  God's  covenant 
with  Abraham,  to  us  believing  Gentiles,  and  our  feed,  at  Mr  Carj^ 
call. 

You  direful  your  Solemn  Call  to  all  that  would  he  owned  as  ChriJFs  faiths 
ful  witnejfes. 

Here  you  are  too  obfcure  and  general :  do  you  mean,  all  that  would 
be  owned  by  you,  or  by  Chrift ;  If  you  mean,  that  we  muft  not  ex- 
pe£t  to  be  owned  by  you  till  we  renounce  infants  baptifm,  you  tell  us 
no  news,  for  you  have  long  fince  turned  your  back  upon  our  mini& 
try  and  aiSemblies :  yet,  methinks  it  is  ftrange,  that  we  who  were  lately 
owned  as  Chrift's  faithfiiLwitnefles,  under  our  late  fufierings,  muft 
Qow  be  difowned  by  yoU|  when  we  have  liberty  to  amplify  and  con^ 
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firm  oor  teftimonj  In  the  peaceful  improvement  of  our  tommotl 
fiberty. 

3ut  if  your  meaning  he',  (as  I  Arbngly  fufpeft  it  is)  that  we  mtift 
toot  expe^  td  be  owned  by  Chrifi,  except  we  give  up  infants  baptifm ; 
theui  I  fay,  it  is  the  mod  uncharitable>  as  well  as  unwafrantable,  and 
dangerous  cenfurc  that  ever  dropt  from  the  pen  of  a  fober  Chriftian. 
tt  is  certainly  your  great  evil  to  lay  falvation  itfelf  on  fuch  a  point  ad 
the  proper  fubjefl  of  baptifm,  and  to  make  it  articulus  Jlantis  i^icadcn* 
tis  retinonis^  the  very  hqfisoti  which  the  whole  Chriillan  icligion,  and  its 
profefiK)rs  falvation  oiuft  (land.  I  hope  the  red  of  your  brethren  are 
more  charitable  than  yourfelf ;  but  however  it  be,  I  do  openly  profefs* 
that  1  ever  hav^,  ahd  ftilt  do  own  you,  arid  many  more  of  yoiir  ptr- 
fuafioD,  for  my  brethren  in  Chrift«  and  am  periuadcd  Cbrift  will  own 
you  too,  notwithftanding  your  many  errors  and  miftakes  about  iht 
lefler  and  lower  matters  of  religibn.  Nor  need  your  cenfure  much  to 
iSe£t  us,  as  long  as  we  ai'e  I'atisfied  you  have  neither  a  faculty  nor 
commiffion  thus  folemnly  to  pronounce  it  upon  u^. 

But  what  is  the  condition  upon  which  this  dreadiul  fentence  de- 
peiid$  i  why,  it  is  our  attendance  or  non-attendalnce  to  the  primitive 
purity  of  the  gofpel-do^ine. 

Sir,  I  hope  we  do  attend  it^and,  in  fome  refpeils,  better  than  fbrne 
great  pretenders  to  primitive  purity,  who  have  caft  off  not  only  the 
initiating  fign  of  God^s  covenant,  (this  did  not  Abraham)  but  ^h 
that  moft  comfortable  and  ancient  ordinance  of  ftnging  Pfalms  i  and 
what  other  primitive  ordinance  of  God  may  be  ca&iered  nextj  who 
can  tell  ? 

We  have  a  witnefi  in  our  bofom,  that  the  defence  of  Ckrtjfspurc 
nvGrJbip  and  inftiiutitm  hath  coft  us  fomethmg ;  and  as  for  me,  were  I 
convinced  by  all  that  you  have  here  faid,  or  any  of  your  frici^ds,  that 
in  baptising  the  infants  of  believers,  we  did  really  depart  from  the 
primitive  purity,  I  would  renounce  it,  and  turn  Anabaptift  the  fame  day. 

But  really,  fir,  this  difcourfc  of  yours  hath  very  much  convinced  mC 
of  the  weaknefs  and  ficklinefs  of  yotur  caufe«  which  is  forced  to  feek  a 
new  foundation,  atid  is  here  laid  by  you  upon  iuch  a  foundation  as 
iftuft  inevitably  ruin  it,  it  your  party,  as  well  as  yourielf,  hatrc  but  n* 
folution  enough  to  venture  it  thereupon. 

And  it  appears  to  me  very  probable,  that  they  intend  to  fight  us 
tipon  the  new  ground*  you  have  here  chofen  and  marked  out  for  them, 
by  the  high  encemium^  they  give  your  book  in  their  epifiles  to  it,  where- 
in they  tell  us,  your  natums  areojfo  fafe  a  nature,  that  you  are  not  heboUin 
ta  any  other  for  them;  and  it  is  a  wonder  if  you  (hoMld,  for  I  think 
It  never  entered  into  any  fober  Chril^ian's  head  before  you,  that  Abra- 
ham's covenant,  Gen  xvii.  was  the  very  fame  with  Adam's  covenaiit 
made  in  paradife;  or  that  Mofes,  Abrahaii^,  and  all  the  eleft  of  God 
in  thofc  days  were  abfolutely  under  the  very  rigour  and  tyranny  of 
the  covenant  of  works,  and  at  the  fame  time  under  the  covenant  ^J 
grace^  and  all  the  blefSngs  and  privileges  thereof;    with  many  other 
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fuch  i^e  notions^  of  whkh  it  is  pitj  but  you  (hould  have  the  fiile  pro^ 
pfiety. 

I  am  particularly  concerded  to  deteft  yonr  dangerous  miftak-^,  both 
in  love  to  your  own  fouU  and  care  of  mypeo^s^  amongft  whom  yoa 
have  difperfed  them  ;  though  I  forefce  by  M  E*$  ^({le  toy^iir  hoh^ 
what  meafure  I  am  like  to  have  for  my  plain  and  fatchfill  dealing  with 
you  \  for  if  that  gentleman,  iipdn  i  mere  Alrmife  and  prefiimptioii 
that  one  or  other  would  oppofe  your  kook^  dare  idverihifo  to  call  your 
unknown  anfwei',  beforfe  he  ever  pint  pen  td  papei*,  a  mdn^pUafer^  a 
quarrel/er  at  reforfHathn,  and  rank  him  with  the  P4pifts«  which  bppo^ 
ed  the  faithful  for  their  don^cdnfbnhity  to  their  inventions }  what 
muft  I  ezpeA  from  fuch  ra(h  cenfurei^^  for  my  (ober^  pUiiif  and  ni» 
tbnal  conhitation  of  your  errors  ? 

As  to  the  controverfy  betwixt  us,  yoti  truly  fay  iri  your  titic  dag^^ 
and  many  parts  of  your  iookf  and  yoiir  brethren  comprobate  it  iii 
their  epidlesy  that  the  main  arguments  niade  ufe  by  the  Paedo*bap- 
tifts^  for  (he  fupport  of  their  prafticey  are  taken  from  the  covenant 
of  God  with  Abmham,  Gen.  xvii  You  call  this  the  very  hinge  ot 
the  controverfy ;  and  therefore  if  you  can  but  prove  this  to  be  the  very 
fame  covenant  of  nuorh  with  that  made  with  Adam  in  pdradj/e,  vfe 
(kaiU  then  fee  what  improVeoients  yoa  will  quickly  make  of  it. 

Ay,  fir,  you  are  fenfible  of  the  idvaatagtf,  no  lefs  than  a  complete 
^i£lory  you  ihall  oBtain  by  ii;  and  therefore  being  a  more  hardy  and 
adventurous  m;iri  than  others,  put  defjperately  upon  it,  (which  never 
any  befdrd  you  durd  itteobpt)  to  prove  Abraham's  covenarit»  which 
ftands  fo  much  id  (he  way  of  your  caufe,  to  be  a  mere  covenant  ofworhs^ 
and  therefore  nQix^  abolloied. 

My  proper  ^ovlnce  is  td  difcover  liei'e,  that  part  oi  the  foundation 
(t  mean  Abraham^s  covenant's  whence  our  divihes^  with  great  ftrength 
aind  evidence,  deduce  the  right  of  believers  infants  to  baptifm  now; 
Next,  to  evince  the  abfurdity  of  yotir  aflertions  and  arguments  you 
Mtig  tb  dfcftrey  it  i  Arid,  laftly,  to  refleA  briej9y  upon  the  anfwerft 
yoa  give  in  the  beginning  of  your  hot^  to  thofe  feveral  texts  of  Icrip* 
ture  pleaded  by  the  learned  and  judiciohs  divines  you  opp6(e^  for  the 
jullification  of  inJhhtJ  baftifin. 

(1.)  Thofe  that  plead  God^s  do^cnaht  witli  Abrafiam,  Gen.  xviL  as 
a  fcfipttire^foundation  for  baptizing  believers  infants  under  thd  gofpel^ 
proceed  generally  upon  thefe  four  grounds  or  principles. 

(i.)  That  GoilS  covenslnt  with  Abraham,  Gen.  xvii.  was  the  fame 
covenant  for  fiittflance  we  Gentite  believers  a^e  how  under ;  and  the^ 
fubftantjally  prove  it  from  Luke  i.  from  the  54th  to  the  74th  vcrfe; 
tvhith  place  evidently  (h^ws  the  fameods  of  tlie  covenant  of  grace 
they  were,  and  we  are  now  under ;  and  from  Mattb.  itii.  41, 43.  the 
/ame  vineyard  and  kingdom  the  Jews  then  had,  is  now  let  out  to  us 
Gentilesj  and  from  Rom.  xi.  that  the  Gentile  Ghriftians  are  grafted 
into  the  fame  olive-treey  from  which  the'  Jew»  were  broken  off  for 
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their  unbelief;  and  that  the  bleffing  of  Abraham  comcth  now  upon 
the  Gentiles,  Gal.  iii.  8..  14,  1 6.  And  in  a  word,  that  the  partition- 
wall  betwixt  them  and  us  is  now  pulled  down  5  and  that  we,  through 
ftith,  4rc  let  into  the  felf-fame  covenant,  and  all  the  privileges  they 
than  enjoyed,  Eph.  ii,  13. 

(a  )  They  sjicrt  and  prove,  that  in  Abraham's  fjw«a«/ the  infant- 
fted  were  taken  in  with  their  parents,  and  that  in  token  thereof, 
they  were  tp  have  the  fign  of  the  covenant  applied  to  them,  Gen. 
xvii.  9. 

(3.)  They  affirm  and  prove,  That  the  promifc  of  God  to  Abra- 
ham and  his  feed,  with  the  privileges  thereof  to  his  children,  do,  for 
thfe.fiibftartce  of  them,  defcend  to  believers  now,  and  their  feed,  Aftsil 
38>  39.  and  though  the  external  fign,  viz.  circumcjfion,  be  changed, 
Jet  baptlfm  takes hs  place  under  the  gofpel,  Col.  ii.  1 1,  12. 
'  (4.)  They  conftantly  affirm,  that  none  of  thofe  grants  or  privileges 
made  to  the  infent-leed  of  Abraham's  family,  were  ever  repealed  or 
revoked  by  Chrift  or  his  apoftlcs  ;  and  therefore  believers  children 
afe  now  in  the  rightful  pofleffion  of  them ;  and  that  therefore  there 
needed  no  new  command  or  promife:  In  Abraham's  covenant  we 
find^our  duty  to  fign  our  children  with  the  fign  of  the  covenant  j  and 
in  Abraham's  promife  we  find  God's  gracious  grant  to  our  children, 
a?  well  as  his,  efpecially  fii^ce  the  apoflle  dire£l$  us,  in  thh  very  refpcft, 
to  the  Covenant  of  God  with  Atoham,  Afts  ii.  38,  39. 

.  Thefe,  fir,  are  the  principles  on  which  we  lay  (as  you  fay)  great 
ftrefs,  and  which  to  this  day  you  have  never  been  able  to  fliake  down} 
here  therefore  you  attempt  a  new  method  to  do  it,  by  proving  this 
covenant  b  now  abolifbed  \  and  this  is  your  method,  in  which 
jou  promife  yourfelf  great  fuccc(s :  Three  things  you  pretend  to 
prove ; 

( r .)  That  the  Sinai  covenant,  Exodp  xx . 
*   (a*)  That  Abraham's  covenant.  Gen.  xvii.  are  no  goipd-covenantss 
and  that  becaufe, 

S.)  The  gofpel-covenant  is  ablblute  and  unconditioned, 
ow  rou  come  to  hook  in  the  Mofaic  covenant  into  this  controvcr* 
{ji  is  not  very  evident,  unleis  you  think  it  were  ea(y  for  you  to  prove 
that  to  to  be  a  covenant  of  nvorks ^  and  then  Abraham's  covenant.  Gen, 
xv^.  being  an  Old  Teftament  covenant,  were  the  more  eafily  proved 
to  he  of  the  fame  nature.  I  am  obliged  to  examine  your  three  pofi- 
tioQs  above  noted,  and  if  I  evidence  to  the  world  the  faUity  of  them, 
{he  caufe  you  manage  is  fo  far  loft,  and  the  right  of  believers  infants 
to  baptifm  (lands  firm  upon  its  old  and  fure  foundation.  I  begin 
therefore  with  your 

I.   Pofiiion, 

Thai  the  covenani  made  nukh  Ifrael^  on  mount  Sinoi^  it  the  very  fanii 
wutinant  of  vjTrks  made 'with  jfdam  in  innocency,  p«  122*  and  divers 
other  places  of  your  book,  the  veryiiime.  * 
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^Novr^  if  you  prove  that  thisalTertion  of  yours  doth  naturally  and  re- 
gularly draw  many  falfe  and  abfurd  confequents  upon  yon,  which  yon 
are,  and  muft  be  forced  to  own^  then  this  jour  pofiiiorf  cannot  be  true ; 
for  from  true  premifles,  nothiug1>ut  truth  pan  naturally  and  regularly 
follow  i  but  I  (hall  make  it  plain  to  you,  that  this  your  pofition  regu- 
lariy  draws  many  filfe  conclufiohs,  and  grofs  abfurdities,  upon  you  $ 
fome  of  which  you  own  exprefly,  and  others  you  as  good  as  own,  be* 
ing  able  to  reium  nothing  rational  or  fatisfa£tory  in  your  own  defence 
agaioft  them. 

(i«)  fVom  this  aflertioni  that  the  Sinai  covenant  was  a  ^ure  covenaftt 
of  works,  the  very  fame  with  Adam's  covenant,  it  regularly  and  necei^ 
farily  follows,  that  either  Mofes  and  all  Ifrael  were  damned,  there  be- 
ing no  falvation  poffibl^  to  be  attained  by  that  firft  covenant ;  or  elfe^ 
that  there  was  a  covenant  of  grace  at  the  lame  time  running  parallel 
with  that  covenant  of  works  y  and  fo  the  eleft  people  of  God  were  at 
one  and  the  fame  time  under  the  firft,  as  a  covenant  of  death  and  con- 
demnation ;  and  under  the  fecondi  as  a  covenant  of  grace  and  jufti- 
fication. 

This  dilemma  pinches  you.  To  aflert,  that  Mofes,  and  all  the  eleft 
of  God,  under  that  difpenfation,  were  damned,  you  dare  not ;  and  if 
you  had,  you  muft  have  expunged  the  eleventh  chapter  tp  the  He- 
brews, and  a  great  part  of  the  New  Teftamcnt,  together  with  all  your 
hopes  of  fitting  down  with  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  The  latter,  therefwc,  (feeing  you  cannot  avoid)  you  are 
forced  upon,  and  in  plain  words  yield  it,  p.  174,  175.  <  That  Mofes 
and  &e  whole  body  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  without  exception  of 
any,  were  under,  yea,  abfolutely  under  the  fevereft  penalties  of  a 
dreadful  curfe  ;  that  the  covenant  they  were  under,  could  be  no  other 
than  ^covenant  of  works,  a  miniftration  of  death  and  condemnation; 
when  yet  it  is  alfo  evident  from  the  fame  holy  fcriptures  of  truth,  that 
at  the  iame  time  both  Mofes  and  all  the  ele^  among  that  people  were 
under  a  piu*c  covenant  of  gofpel-grace  }  and  that  thefe  two  covenants 
were  juft  the  oppofite  the  one  to  the  other ;  but  to  this  you  have  no- 
thiog  to  fay,  but  with  the  apoftle  in  another  cafe,  O  the  depth!* 

Here,  fir,  you  father  a  pure  and  perfect  contradiftion  upon  the  ho- 
ly fcriptures,  that  it  fpeaks  things  juft  oppofite  and  contradiftory  one 
to  the  other,  and  of  neceflity  one  part  or  member  of  a  contradiftiori 
muft  be  falfe  :  this  all  the  rational  world  know» ;  but  fo  it  is,  fay  you^ 
and  fly  to  the  infinite  wifdom  to  reconcile  them  ;  for  you  fay,  Yoa 
know  not  what  to  fay  to  it.  .  Juft  fo  the  fafi/ls  ferve  us  in  the  contro' 
ver/y  about  tranfubftantiation,  when  they  cannot  reconcile  one  thing 
with  another,  they  fly  to  the  omnipotent  power  to  do  it. 

But,  fir,  I  wonder  how  you  hold  and  hug  a  principle  that  runs  na- 
turally into  fuch  grofs  abfurdities :  Do  you  fee  what  follows  from 
hence  by  unavoidable  confequcnces  ?  You  muft,  according  to  thi&prin-» 
ciple,  h^kij^That  Mofcs^  and  all  God's  peculiar  ele£l  people  in  Ifirada 
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muAf  (doriag  their  |}fe^  bang  mid^waj  between  juftification  and  coa, 
demnation  s  and»  aftqr  die;|th^  between  heaven  and  hell 

(i.)  Puripg  littp  thtj  fauA  h^ng  mid-way  between  juftification  and 
condemnation  i  jofti^cd  ^ jiey  cpulfl  not  be,  for  juftification  is  the  foul'< 
paffing  finom  death  to  lifei  i  John  iii.  14.  John  y.  24.  This  thejr 
could  not  poffiblj  do^  for  the  mii4ftration  of  de{2ib  and  condemnation 
hindered.  |Ie  that  is  iindcr  condemnation  by  the  law,  capnot,  during 
that  ftate,  paft  into  life.  And  yet  to  be  under  condemnation  is  as  im- 
po^bie  qn  ^bi^  other  fide«|  for  he  th|it  is  juftified,  cannot  at  the  fiime 
time  l)e  under  ^ndemnatum^  Rom.  viii.  2.  John  v.  24.  What  remains 
theiYy  but  that  d|iring  life  tl^cy  muft  ftick  mid-way  betwixt  both,  no- 
ther]u*nfied  nof  copdefnoed^  and  yet  both  fo  and  fo.  Juftification 
is  ouF  lifct  and  condemnation  our  death|  in  law  :  Betwixt  thefe  two, 
which  are  ptfvattlj  opfofed%\httt  czn  be  no  medium  of  participatipni 
and  yet  fuch  a  medium  you  here  fanfy. 

{2*}  And  then  after  de^th  they  muft  neceflarily  hang  betwixt  hea^ 
ven  and  hell  j  to  heaven  none  can  go  that  are  under  tne  very  rigouf 
and  ryrsit)py  pf  the  )aWf  ^  pure  fovenant  rftuorh^  as  you  fay  they  were; 

To  hell  they  fx>i|ld  not  go,  being  under  the  pure  covenant  of  grace  9 
y^  hat  remains  then,  but  fome,  third  fiate  muft  be  affigned  them  ?  and 
foat  laft  vve  have  fo)inc)  the  limbus  patrumy  and  your  pofition  leads  us 
right  iofiirgatorj :  a  conclpfion  whichj  |  believe^  you  youf felf  abhof 
as  mfich  a^  I. 

(^dlji)  Tb}s  hypothecs  pinches  yoq  with  ;uiother  dilemma,  vh, 
Eithinr  there  was  pardon  or  repentance  in'Moies's  covenant,  an(I  the 
Sinai  dj^^enfatjon  of  tie  law^  or  there  was  none ;  if  you  fay  none»  you 
darediy  cpntradi^  \jcv  xxvl  i^o,  46*  if  they  were,  then  it  cannot  be 
Adam*s  covenant  ofvHtrh* 

You  anfwer>  p«  1 7J)^  <  T^^^t  God  projnlfeth  pardon  for  the  breach 
of  Mofes*s  covcpanti  and  of  Adam'^  covenant  too,  but  neither  A* 
dam's  covenant,  nor  the  Jewifb  legal  covenant,  promifed  any  pardon* 
vpon  repentance,  but  rather  threatens  and  inflids  the  conTrary/ 

Rep^j.  Either  this  is  a  direfi  anfwer  to  my  argument,  to  prove  the 
law  at  Sipai  cannot  be  a.piire  Adam's  covenant ^  becaufe  it  had  a  pro- 
mife  of  pardon  a^mexed  to  it,  Lev.  xxvi.  40.  but  Adam's  covenant  hac| 
pone,  (f  your  anfwer  be  direA,  then  it  is  a  plain  contradiQion  in  fay- 
ing it  bad,  i^nd  it  had  not  a  promife  of  pardon  belonging  to  it.  Or 
^lle  it  IS  a  mere  evafion>  and  an  eluding  of  the  argument  \  and  your 
only  meaning;  1$,  that  t^e  relief  I  fpeak  of  is  not  to  be  found  in  any 
prcmife  ))elpnging  to  the  8inai  difpeniation,  but  in  fome  other  gofpel 
covenant  or  proipif;  But,  fir,  this  will  npt  ferve  your  turn  *,  you  fee 
I  cite  the  very  promife  of  firace  made  to  the  Ifraelites  on  mount  Sinai 
\fj  the  hand  ot  Mofes,  wherein  (Sod  promifeth  upon  their  humiliation 
to  remember  his  covenant  for  their  good.  Now,  fir,  you  had  as  good 
]|ave  fiood  10  your  firft  anfwer,  which  is  lefs  contradiAory,  as  to  this 
which  is  no  lefs  fo  I  as  will  evidently  appear,  by  a  nearer  and  mere 
nrdcQlar  Tkv  of  the  place,  and  gathering  up  your  own  copcefilons 
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about  it.    That  this  text.  Lev.  xxvi.  40.  hath  the  nature  of  a  gracious 
pfomife  in  it,  no  man  will  deny,  except  he  that  will  deny  that  God's 
l^memberiog  of  his  cownatity  for  the  relief  of  poor  broken-hearted  fin- 
ners,  is  no  gofpel  promife  pertaining  to  the  covenant  of  grace :  That 
it  was  made  to  the  penitent  Ifraeiites  upon  mount  Sinai,  and  there  de- 
trvered  them  by  the  hand  of  Mofcs  for  their  relief,  is  as  vifible  and 
plain  as  the  words  and  fyllables  of  the  4tfth  verie  are  to  him  that 
reads  them.     Let  the  promife  then  be  confidered  both  ways,    (i.) 
In  your  fcoie,  as  z  plain  din^ionio  tie  covenant  of  grace  made  ttrith  ^- 
irabamfor  their  relief;  for  you  fay  it  was,  p.   180.  or  let  it  be  confi- 
dered abfolutely,  as  that  which  contained  relief  in  ttfelf  forthe  pent* 
tent  Ifraeiites  that  {hould  lire  towards  the  end  of  the  world,  after  they 
fhould  be  gather^  from  all  their  difperfions  and  captivities,  as  you 
there  fpeak,  and  more  fully  explicate  in  your  accommodation  of  a  pa- 
rallel promife,  p.  Ill,  112,  113.     Firft,  let  us  view  it  in  your  fenfc, 
as  a  relative  promife  to  the  covenant  of  grace  made  with  Abraham.  Gen« 
i\\»  to  which,  fay  you,  it  plainly  direAs  them ;  and  then  this  legal 
difpenfatum  can  n^ver  be  the  faole   with  Adam's  covenant^  for  to 
that  covenant  no  fuch  promife  was  ever  annexed,    which  fliould 
gaide  and  plainly  direct  them  to  Chrift  and  pardon,  as  that  fhr 
which  appeared  to  ^he  wife  men  dire£t£d  their  way  to  Chrift.    If 
there  be  any  fuch  relative  promife  belonging  to  Adam's  covenant  in 
paradife^  as  this  which  \  pUi^^X  ^^^  ^ou  was  made  on  mount  Sinaif 
\c  pleafed  to  produce  it,  and  you  end  the  controverfy  j  but  if  you  can- 
not, (as  you  know  you  cannot}  then  never  fay  the  legal  difpenfation 
at  Sinai,  and  the  covenant  of  works  with  fL^zm  in  parad^fe^  are  the 
very  fame  covenant,    ^econdly^  Let  us  confider  this  promife  abfolutely 
in  itfelf,  and  then  I  demand,  was  there  mercy,  relief  and  pardon  con- 
tained in  it  for  any  penitent  finner  prcfent  or  to  come  i  Yes,  fay  you, 
it  extends  relief  to  penitents,  after  God  fhail  gather  them  from  aU 
their  captivities  at  the  end  of  the  world  j  very  good.    Then  it  is  a 
very  vigorous  promife  of  grace,  which  not  only  reaches  430  years 
backward,  as  far  as  the  firft' promife  to  Abraham,  but  alfo  extends* 
its  relie&  acd  comforts  manv  thoufand  years  forwards,  even  to  the 
pureft  times  of  the  gofpel,  juft  before  ChriiFs  coming  to  judgment : 
And  can  fuch  a  pronaife  as  this  be  denied  to  be  in  itfelf  a  gofpeUpro* 
mtfe  ?  Sure  it  can  neither  be  denied  to  be  fuch,  nor  yet  to  be  made 
upon  mount  Sinai  ^y  the  hand  of  A|pfes.  '  This  dilemma  is  as  pinching 
a*  the  former. 

Perhaps  you  will  fay,.This  promife  did  not  belong  to  the  moral  lav^ 
given  at  Sinai,  but  to  the  ceremonial  Mw ;  If  ib,  then  IjQiduld  reafon- 
ably  conjrlude,  that  you  take  the  ceremonial  lanv  (of  which  you  feem  to 
make  this  a  branch,  p.  i^i.)  to  be'a.  covenant  of  gi^ace,  feeing  one  of 
its  branches  bears  fuch  a  gracious  promife  upon  it.  No,  that  muft  not 
be  fo  neither ;  for  fay  you,  p.  151.  the  ceremonial covenafit'h  of  the 
lame  nature,  with  the  covenant  of  works^  or  law  written  in  tables"  oif 
ftoaf ;  Whither  thei^  fhall  we  lend  this  promife  i  To  the  covenant 
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of  grace  we  muft  not  fend  it,  unlefs  only  as  an  indepe  or  fioger  to  point 
to  it,  becauie  it  was  made  upon  mount  Sinai,  and  delivered  to  IfracI 
bj  the  band  of  Mofes  ^  To  the  gofpel-covcnant  we  muft  not  there« 
fore  annex  it ;  and  to  the  legal  difpenfatlon  at  Sinai  yoii  are  as  loth  to 
annex  it,  becaufe  it  contains  fo  much  relief  and  grace  in  it  for  poor 
penitents  i  and  that  will  prove,  that  neither  the  moral  nor  ceremonial 
Imw  (place  it  in  which  you  pleafe)  can  be  a  pure  covenant  ofnuorks  as 
Adam's  was. 

Moreover,  in  making  this  the  promiie  which  muft  relieve  and  com«> 
fort  the*  difir^ed  Ifraelites  in  the  pureft  gofpelrtimes,  towards  the 
end  of  the  world,  you  as  palpably  contradict  yourfelf  in  another  refi 
ped  %  for  we  (hall  find  you  by  and  by  iloutly  denying,  that  the  got 
pel  promifes  have  any  conditions  or  qualifications  annexed  to  them ; 
but  fo  hath  this,  which  you  fay  relates  to  them  that  frail  live  at  the 
end  of  the  world.  «<  If  their  uncircumcifed  hearts  be  humbled,  and 
if  they  accept  the  puni(hment  of  their  iniquities,  then  will  I  remem- 
ber my  covenant,"  ^c.  But  be  this  promife  conditional  or  abfo- 
lute,  two  things  are  undeniably  clear  ;  (i.)  That  it  is  a  promife  full 
•f  grace,  for  the  relief  of  law-tranfgrellbrs,  ver.  40.  (2.)  That  it 
was  a  mount  Sinai  promife^  ver.  46.  And*  iuch  a  promife  as  you  cai) 
UtvcT  (hew  in  Adam's  covenant. 

Befides,  it  is  to  me  an  unaccountable  thing,  that  a  promife  which 
hath  a  double  comfortable  afpedt,  430  years  back,  and  fome  thoufand$ 
of  years  forward ,  Ihculd  not  caft  one  comfortable  glance  upon  the 
penitents  of  the  prefent  age,  when  it  was  made»  nor  upon  any  till 
near  the  end  of  the  world.  What  think  you,  fir,  of  the  3000  Jews 
pricked  at  the  heart.  Ads  ii.  bad  they  no  relief  from  it,  becaufe 
their  lot  fell  not  late  enough  in  time  ?  Were  the  penitent  Jews  in 
Mofes  and  Feter's  days  all  born  out  of  due  time  for  this  promife  to 
relieve  ?  O  what  (hifting  and  (iiuffling  is  here  I  Who  can  thi^k  a  man 
that  twifis  and  winds  every  way,  to  avoid  the  dint  of  an  argument,  cau 
pebbly  have  a  moral  afiurance  of  the  truth  of  hi$  own  opmion  ? 

(3.)  You  Uy^pag^  134.  'That  through  Chrift's  fatisfaftion  th^re 
«  is  no  repugnancy,  or  hofiile  contrariety,  betwixt  the  law  and  pro- 
< ,  mife,  but  an  agreement  betwixt  them,  and  that  they  differ  only  in 
<  refpe^  of  firength  and  we^knefs ;  the  gofpel  is  able  to  go  throughf 
ftitch  with  it,  which  the  law  cannot  do.' 

Reply.  W  ell  then,  the  law,  cocfidered  as  a  covenant  of  works, 
whofe  terms  or  condition  is,  *«  Do  this  and  live  ;"  and  the  pronoife 
or  gofpel,  whofe  condition  Is,  <<  Believe  and  thou  (halt  be  laved  i^' 
are  not  fpecifically  different,  but  only  gradually,  in  point  of  Arength 
and  weaknefs  ;  and  the  reaibn  you  give  is  as  Itrange,  that  this  comtj 
topafs  through  theJatisfaBion,  of  thrift.  Good  fir,  enlighten  us  in  this 
rare  notion.  Did  Chrift  die  to  purchafe  a  reconciliation  betwixt  the 
covenant  of  works  as  fuch  and  the  covcnnnt  of  grace,  as  if  both  were 
now  by  the  death  of  Chrift  agreed,  and  to  be  juftified  by  works  and  by 
^th^  (houid  after  Chrift's  death,  make  no  odds  or  difference  between 
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them  ?  tf  It  be  fo,  why  have  you  kept  fuch  a  coil  to  prove  Mofes's  and 
A-Iam's  covenant,  yea,  Abraham's  too,  being  a  covenant  ofworis^y  can 
never  confift  or  mingle  with  the  gofpel^covenant  ?  And  then  I  fay,  yo« 
contradiA  the  apofile^  who  fo  dircftly  oppoies  the  covenant  oftoorks  as 
fuch,  to  the  covenant  of  grace^  Gal.  iii.  x8.  and  tells  us  they  are  utterly 
inconfifleht  and  exclufive  of  each  other;  and  this  he  ipake  after  Chriff^ 
death  and  a£hial  fatisfaftion.  But, 

(4.)  That  which  more  amazes  me,  is  the  ftrange  anfwcr  ytmptt 
to  Mr  Sedgwick, /.  13I9  133*  In  your  return  to  his  argument,  «That 

<  if  thelawand  thepromlfe  can  coniiil,  then  the  law  cannot  be  fet 

*  up  as  a  covenant  of  works.  Touanfwer^  That  the  law  and  the  pro* 

*  mife  having  divers  ends,  it  doth  not  thence  follow,  that  there  is  an 

<  inconfiftence  betwixt  them,  and  that  the  law,  eve^  as  it  is  a  cove^ 
'  nant  of  works,  inftead  of  being  againft  the  promife,  tends  to  the 
'  eftabliOiment  of  it.     And  p.  133.  that  by  convincing  men  of  the 

*  impoffibility  of  obtaining  reft  and  peace  in  themfdves,  andthetiei 

<  ceffity  of  betaking  themfelves  to  the  pronuTe,  &c.  the  hw  is  not  a« 

*  gainft  the  promile,  having  fo  bUJfed  afubfervlency  towards  the  eftab- 

*  Hfliment  thereof/  Here  you  own  zfubfervkncy^  yea,  a  Uejfed  fulfer^ 
viency  of  the  law  to  the  promife,  which  is  that  Mr  Sedgwick  and  mj'^ 
felf  have  urged  to  prove  it  cannot  be  (0,  as  it  is  a  pure  Adam's  cove- 
nant, but  that  thereof  it  muft  come  under  another  confideration  y  on* 
ly  here  wc  differ  j  you  fay  it  hath  a  hleffed  fuhferviency  to  the'  promift, 
as  it  is  the  fame  with  Adam's  covenant ;  wefay  it  can  never  be  fb  as  fuchy 
but  as  it  is  either  a  covenant  of  grace,  tho'  more  obfcure,  as  he  {peaks; 
or  though  the  matter  of  it  (houYd  be  the  fame  with  Adam's  covenant, 
yet  it  b  fubferviently  a  covenant  of  grace,  as  others  fpeak ;  and  uoder 
no  other  confideration  can  it  be  reconciled  to  the  promife.  ' 

But  will  you  ftand  to  this,  that  the  law  hath  no  hoftile  contradic- 
tion to  the  proniife,  but  a  hleffed  fuhferviency  to  it,  as  you  fpeak  p,  1 73. 
where  you  fay,  « That  if  wc  preach  up  the  law  as  a  coveiitot  of  Iffe^ 
or  a  covenant  of  feith  and  grace  (which  are  equipollent  terms)  let  us 
diftinguiih  as  we  pleafe  between  a  covenartt  of  grace  ahfilutely  znd  fu^ 
fervtently  fuch  ;  then  we  make  an  ill  ufe  of  the  law,  by  perverting  it  to 
fuch  a  fervice  as  God  never  intended  it  for,  and  are  guilty  Of  minglidg 
law  and  gofpel,  life  and  death  together.' 

Reply.  Here,  fir,  my  underftanding  is  perfeftly  pofed,  and  I  know 
not  how  to  make  any  tolerable  orthodox  fenfe  out  of  this  pofition :  Is 
the  law  preached  up  as  a  pure  covenant  oftoorh^  (that  is,  pr^ffing  mem 
to  the  perfonal  and  pnnftual  obedience  of  it,  in  order  to  their  juftifica- 
tion  by  works)  no  way  repugnant  to  the  promlle,  but  altogether  fo, 
when  preached  in  fuhferviency  to  Chrift  and  faith?  This  is  newdivinity 
with  me,  and  I  believe  muft  be  fo  to  every  intelligent  reader.  Do  not 
1  oppofe  the  promife,  when  I  preach  up  the  law  2^  a  pure  covenant  of 
works,  which  therefore  as  fuch  muft  be  cxclufiye  of  Chrift  and  the 
promife  ?  And  do  I  oppofe  either,  when.  I  tell  iSnneirs  the  terrors  of 
(he  law  ferve  only  to  drive  them  to  Chrifti  th^ir  only  remedy^  who  Is 
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«  the  end  of  the  law  tor  nghteovSatCs,  to  everj  one  that  hd&mxhf 
kom.  X.  4.  Are  works  and  grace  more  confident  than  grace  with 
grace  ?  £xplain  your  meaning  in  this  paradoxical  exprefion^  and  leave 
*not  yourfelf  and  others  in  fiich  a  maze.  I  read,  Gil.  iii.  19.  for  what 
end  God  publiflied  the  law  43d  years  after  the  promife  was  made  to 
Abraham*  and  find  it  was  added  becaufe  of  tra^^greffian^  ^f^trtAny  it  wat 
put  tOy  not  fet  up  by  itfelf  alone  as  a  diflindl  covenanti  but  added  as 
m  appendix  to  ^zca%)enant  tf graces  whence  it  is  plain,  that  God  add- 
ed the  Sinai  law  to  the  pronufe^  with  evangelical  ends  andpurpofes.  If 
then  I  preach  the  law  to  the  very  fame  evangelical  ufes  an  J  purpofo 
ior  which  God  added  it  to  the  promife,  do  I  therein  make  an  ill  ufe 
of  the  law,,and  mingle  life  and  death  together  ?  ^ut  preaching  it,  as  a 
pure  eoivenant  of  worls,  as  it  holds  forth  juftification  to  Cnnersby  obe- 
dience to  its  precepts,  do  I  then  make  it  blefiediy  rubfertlent  (as  yott 
ipeak)  tothe^row^or  covenant  of  grace  ?  The  law  was  added  becaufe 
'  f^tranfgreflioni  that  is,  to  reftrain  fin  in  the  world,  and  to  convince 
iinoers  under  guilt,  of  the  neceility  of  another  righteoufnefs  tbn 
their  own,  even  that  of  Chrlft,  and  for  the  fame  ends  God  added  it 
to  the  promire.  1  always  did,  and  ftill  (hall  preada  it,  and  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  without  tke  Icaft  danger  ef  nungling  law  andgofpcl^  Ufc  and 
death  together,  in  you(  (enie« 

tt  is  plain  to  md,  that  in  the  publication  of  the  Taw*  on  ^inai,  God 
dkl  not  in  the  leaft  intend  to  give  them  fb  much  as  a  direBion  how  to 
obtain  jollification  by  their  moft  punAual  obedience  to  its  precepts, 
that  being  to  fallen  man  utterly  impoflible  \  and  befide,  had  he  pro- 
mulgedthe  law  to  that  end  and  purpofe,  he  had  not  added  it,  but  di- 
xw^ly  oppofed  it  to  the  promife  ;  which  it  b  manifefted  he  did  DOti 
Gal.  iii.  21.  <*  Is  the  law  then  againft  the  procnife  of  God  P  God  for- 
bid.'' And  verie  18.  makes  it  appear,  that  had  it  been  let  up  to  that 
end  and  purpofe,  it  had  utterly  difannulted  thepromife  %  for  if  the  Ifh 
beritartce  be  of  the  Aiw,  it  is  no  more  by  promife.  What  then  ean  be^  clear- 
er, than  tkait  the  law  at  Sinai  was  publifhed  with  gracious  gofpel-eods 
and  purpofes,  to  lead  men  to  Chrift,  which  Adam's  covenant  had  no 
refpeA  or  reference  to?  And  therefore  it  can  never  be  a  pure  Adam's 
eovenantf  as  you  falily  call  it,  neither  is  it  capable  of  becoming  a  pure 
covenant  of  works  to  any  nian,  but  by  his  own  fault,  in  rejeSdng  tbe 
xighteoumeis  of  Chrift,  and  feeking  juftification  by  the  works  of  the 
law,  as  the  miftaken  carnal  Jews  did,  Rom^  x.  ^  and  otbef  legal 
judiciaries  now  do.  And  upon  this  account  only  it  is  that  Paulf 
who  lo  highly  praifes  the  law  in  its  fubferviency  to  Chrift,  thun- 
ders (b  dreadfully  againfl  it,  as  it  is  thus  fet  by  ignorant  mi&aken  fouls 
in  dire^  oppofition  to  Chfift*. 

(S^^hy)  And  further,  to  clear  this  point,  the  apoftle  tells  u$,  Rom. 
Z,  4.  "  For  Chrift  is  the  end.  of  the  law  for  rightcoufnefi  to  every 
one  that  belicveth/'  Whence  I  argpc.  That  if  Adam's  covenant  had 
an  end,  namely,  the  juftificatlon  of  men  by  their  own  pcrfonal  obe- 
dience ;  and  the  law  at  Sinai  had  a  quite  contrary  end,  namely,  to 
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hrhg  Jmnerf  to  Chrift  bf  faith  for  their  rightcoufncfi ;  the  one  to 
keep  him  within  himfelfy  the  other  to  take  him  quite  oat  of  himfetf^ 
and  bring  him  for  his  jui^fication  to  the  righteoufneis  of  another^ 
even  that  of  Chrift ;  then  that  Sinai  law  cannot  poSSblj  be  the  fadb 
thing  with  Adam's  covenant  of  loorks.  But  the  antecedent  is  true 
and  plain  in  the  forecited  text,  therefore,  fo  is  the  confequent. 

Chrifi  is  the  end  of  the  lavjfor  righteoufnefs.  Take  the  law  here  either 
more  ftri£Uy,  for  the  moral  law,,  or  more  largely,  as  it  comprehends 
the  ceremonial  law^  ftill  Chrtjl  is  the  end  of  the  law.  The  moral  latf 
ihuts  up  every  man  to  Chrift  for  righteoufnefsi  by  convincing  hiia 
(according  to  Ood's  deiign  in  the  publication  of  it}  of  the  impomhility 
of  qbtaining  juftification  in  the  way  of  works. 

And  the  ceremonial  law  many  ways  pre6gnred  Chrift,  his  death  and 
fatisfa^lipn,  by  blood,  in  our  room,  and  fo  led  men  to  Chrift  their  true 
propitiation ;  and  all  its  types  were  fulfilled  and  ended  in  Chrift*  Was 
there  any  fuch  thing  in  Adam's  covenant?  You  muft  prove  there  waSy 
elfe  you  will  never  be  able  to  make  them  one  and  the  fame  covenant. 

f6thly,J  It  feems  exceeding  probable  from  Aflfcs  vii.  27,  38.  tha(  , 
the  Sihai  covenant  was  delivered  to  Mofes  by  Jefus  Chrift,  there  called 
the  angel*  «  This  is  he  that  was  in  the  church  in  the  wildernefi, 
with  the  Angel  that  fpake  to  him  in  the  mount  Sinai,  and  with  our 
fathers,  who  received  the  lively  oracles  to  give  unto  us.**  ,Now,  i^ 
Chrift  himfelf  were  the  Angel,  and  the  precepts  of  the  law  delivered 
by  him  to  Mofes  were  the  ttvely  oracles  of  God,  as  they  are  exprelly  af- 
firmed to  be;  then  the  law  delivered  on  mount  Sinai  cannot  be  a  pure 
Ad2Lm\covenant  of  worts :  for  it  isncverto  be  imagined,  that  Jefus  Qifift 
himfelf  ftiould  deliver  to  Mofes  fuch  a  covenant,  dlreftly  oppoflte  to 
all  the  ends  of  his  future  incarnation  5  and  that  thofe  precepts  (which» 
if  they  were  of  the  fame  nature,  and  revived  to  the  fame  end,  at  Which 
Adam's  covenant  dircftly  aimed)  fliould  be  called  the  lively  oracles  of 
Godi  when  contrariwife,  upon  your  fuppoiitibn^  thy  could  be  no  other 
than  a  miniftration  of  condemnation  and  death  :  but  that  they  were 
lively  oracles,  viz.  in  their  defign  and  intention^  is  plain  in  the  text  ; 
and  that  they  were  delivered  to  Mofes  by  Jefus  Chrift,  the  angel  of  Xhm 
covenant,  feems  more  than  probable,  by  comparing  it  with  the  former 
▼erfes.  x  ' 

iltMy,)  Neither  is  it  cafy  to  imagine  how  fuch  a  covenant,  which  bf 
the  tall  of  Adam  had  utterly  loft  all  its  promifes,  prrvileges  arid  blcU 
fixigs,  and  could  retain  nothing  but  the  curfes  and  punifliflients  an* 
ilexed  to  it,  in  cafe  of  the  Icaft  failure,  could  poffibly  be  numbered 
among  the  chief  privileges  in  which  God's  Ifrael  gloped  ;  as  it  appai* 
rcutly  was,  Rom.  ix.  4.  "  Who  are  Ifraelitcs  ;  to  whom  pertaineth* 
the  adoption,  and  the  glory,  and  the  covenants,  and  the  giving  of 
thela^,  and  the  fcrviceof  '  jod,  and  the  promifes/' 

Ihefe  things  confidered,  with  many  more  (which  the  intended*bre* 
vity  of  this  di^ourfe  will  not  now  admit}  I  am  fuUv  fatisfied  of  the 
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filfity  of  your /2^//W,  and  To  may  you  too,  when  you  (hall  review  ttitf 
n&any  grofs  and  palpable  abfurdlties  with  which  I  have  clogged ^and 
Idjded  it,  with  many  more,  regularly  and  fairly  deducible  from  it } 
which  t  could  eafily  produce,  did  I  not  fufpeft  thefe  I  have  produced, 
have  atheady  preft  your  patience  a  little  too  far :  but  if  ever  I  (hall  fee 
(which  I  never  expeft)  a  fair  and  fcrijpturdl  (oliition  of  thefe  weighty 
objeftions,  you  may  cxpeft  from  me  more  arguments  again  ft  your  un- 
fbund  pofitfon^  which^  at  the  prefent,  t  judge,  ncedlefi  to  add. 

To  conclude  :  Thckpremijes  (as  before  I  noted)  can  never  be  true, 
from  whence  fuch,  and  fo  many  grofs  'and  notorious  abfurdities  arc 
regularly  and  unavoidably  deducible.  Tor  ix  verts  ml  ntf%  veruntj 
from  true  premifes  nothing  but  truth  can  regularly,  follow. 
,  Had  you  minded  thofe  things  which  I  feafonably  lent  you,  you  had 
avoided  all  thofe. bogs  into  which  you  are  now  funk,  and  been  able 
feirly  to  reconcite  all  thofe  feeming  contradiftions  in  Paul's  eptflUs^ 
witji  refpcft'to  the  law  at  Sinai :  But,  however,  by  what  hath  been 
(aid,  your  firft  pofition.  That  the  Sinai  covenant  is  the  fame  covenant  of 
works  with  Adan^s  in  paradUe^  vanilhes  before  the  evidence  of  Icrip- 
tiire,  truth,  and  found  reaion. 

But  yet,  tho*  what  I  have  faid  deftroys  your  falfc  pofitiofi,  1  am 
i^t  willing  to  leave  you,  or  the  reader  ignorant,  wherein  the  truth 
lies  in  this  controverted  point  betwixt  us  ;  and  that  will  appear,  by  a 
di}^  confideration  of  the  following  particulars. 

(i.)  It  is  plain und  uncontroverted,  that  Adam's  covenant  vapara^ 
£fe^  contained  in  H  a  perfeA  law  and  rule  of  natural  righteoufnefsj 

Sounded  both  m  God's  nature  and  in  man's  \  which,  in  its  perfeft 
3.te  of  innocencjy  was  every  way  enabled  perfeftly  to  comply  there- 
with :  For  the  fcripture  teUs  us,  Ecc.  vii.  29.  That  God  made  man  up- 
right i  and  his  pun Aual  complying  therewith,  was  the  righteouinefs 
bjr  which  he  flood. 

(2.)  This  covenant  of  works  being  once  broken,  can  never  more  be 
available  to  the  juftification  and  falvation  of  any  fallen  man.  There 
v^s  not  now  a  law  found  that  could  give  righteoufnefs :  The  broken 
cG%efiant  of  works  loft  immediately  all  the  bleffings  and  privileges  which 
before  it  contained,  and  retained  only  the  curfe  and  punifhment ;  in 
tQ^en  whereof,  cherubims^  wkh  flaming  fwords,  turning  every  way, 
wjtre  fet  to  keep  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life.  Gen.  i;i.  24. 

(3I)  Soon  after  the  violation  of  the  covenatjt  of  works ^  God  was  gra- 
cibuBy  pleafed  to  publiihfbr  the  relief  of  mankind,  now  miferable  and 
h'opelefs,  the  fecond  covenant,  which  we  call  the  covenant  ef  grace ^  Gen. 
iu.  15.  which  is  the  fird  opening  of  the  grace  of  God  in  Chrift  to 
fallen  man.  And  tho'  this  firfl  promife  of  Chrift  was  btit  fiiort  and 
obfcurc,  yet  it  was  in  every  age  to  be  opened  clearer  and  clearer,  until 
t]^e  proqaifed  feed  (hould  come.  After  the  firft  opening  of  this  new 
cg^venanl,  in  the  firft  promife  of  Chrift,  the  firft  covenant  is  (hut  up 
for  ever,  as  a  covenant  oflife  and  falvation  ;  and  all  the  world  are  (hut 
up  to  the  only  way  of  falvation  by  Chrifi,  GaL  iii.  23.    It  beii^g  con* 
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traiy  tothe  will  of  GQd,  that  two  ways  of  falvation  ilioald  (land  open 
to  man  at  once,  and  thej  fo  oppolite  one  to  another,  as  the  way  of. 
works,  and  the  way  of  faith  are,  AAs  iv.  i  a.  John  xiv.  6.  Gal.  ii.  2i» 

(4.)  It  is  evident,  however,  that  after  the  firft  opening  of  the  pro- 
niiiieof  Chrift,  Gen*  iii.*  15.  God  forefeeing  the  pride  of  fallen  man, 
who  naturally  inclines  to  a  righteournefs  of  liis  own  in  the  way  of  do- 
fog,  was  pleafed  to  revive  the  law  of  nature,  as  to  Its  matter,  in  the  &-' 
nai  difpenfation  \  which  was  430  years  after  the  fird  promife  had  been' 
renewed»  and  further  opened  unto  Abraham,  of  wno{e  feed  Cbrift  , 
fiiould  come :  And  this  he  did,  not  in  oppofition  to  the  promife,  but 
in  fabferviency  thereto.  Gal.  iii.  2i.  f^nd  though  the  matter  and 
fubftance  of  t^e  law  of  nature  be  found  in  the  Sinai  covenant,  ftriflly 
taken  for  th^  ten  commandmenU ;  yet  the  enJs  and  intentions  of  God 
in  that  terrible  Sinai  difpepfatjon  were  twofold:  (i.J.To  convince 
fallen  man  of  Xhtjinfulnefs  ^nd  impotency  of  his  nature,  and  the  imppf-^ 
fibility  of  obtaining  righteoufnefs  by  the  law,  and  fo  by  a  blefTed  ne- 
ceffity,  to  fhut  him  up  toChrift,  his  only  remedy.  And,  {2.)  To 
be  a  (landing  rule  of  duty,  both  towards  God  and  man,  to  the  epd 
of  the  world.  But  if  we  take  the  Sinai  covenant  more  largely,  as  in- 
cluiive  of  the  ceremonial  with  the  moral  law  (as  it  is  often  taken,  and 
is  fo  by  you,  in  the  New  Teflament ;)  then  it  did  not  only  ferve  for 
a  convihioti  of  impotency,  and  a  rule  of  duty ;  but  exhibited  and  taught 
much  of  Chrift,  and  the  myfteries  of  the  new  covenant  in  thofe  its 
ceremonies,  wherein  he  was  prefigured  to  them. 

(5.J  Whence  it  evidently  appears,  that  the  Sioiu  covenant  was  nei- 
ther repugnant  to  the  new  covenant  in  its  fcope  and  aim  ;  <'  Thq  law 
is  not  againft  the  promife,'*  Gal.  iii.  21.  nor  yet  fet  up  as  co-ordi- 
nate with  it,  with  a  defign  to  open  two  different  ways  of  falvation  to 
fallen  man  \  but  was  added  to  the  promife  in  refpef):  of  its  evanffelical 
purpofes  and  defigns :  On  which  account  it  is  called  by  feme  a  cove- 
nant of  faith,  or  grace,  in  refpeft  of  its  fubferviency  unto  Chrift,  who 
is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs,  Rom.  x.  4.  and  by  others  a 
fubfervient  covenant,  according  to  Gal.  iii.  23,  24.  And  accordingly 
we  find  both  tables  of  the  law  put  into  tlic  ark,Heb.ix.  4.  which  (hews 
their  confiftency  and  fubordination  with,  and  to  the  method  of  falva- 
tion by  Chrift  in  the  new  covenant. 

(6,)  This  defign  and  intention  of  God  was  fatally  miftaken  by  the 
Jews,  ever  fince  God  promulged  that  law  at  Sinai,  and  was  by  them 
notorioufly  perverted  to  a  quite  contrary  end  to  that  which  God  pro- 
mulged it  for,  even  to  give  righteoufnefs  and  life,  in  the  way  of  per- 
fonal  and  perfcft  obedience ;  Rom.  x.  3.  «  For  they  being  ignorant 
of  God's  righteoufnefs,  and  going  about  to  eftablifii  their  own  righte- 
oufnefs, have  not  fubmitted  thenifelves  unto  the  righteoufnefs  of  God." 
Hence  Chrift  came  to  be  flighted  by  them,  and  his  righteoufnefs  re- 
jefted  :  For  they  re(led  in  the  law,  Rom.  ii.  17.  were  married  to  the 
law,.as  an  hufband,  Rom.  vii.  2,  3.  and  fo  might  have  no  conjugal 
communion  with  Chrift,    However,  Mofes,  Abraham/ and  aU  the 
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clcA,  difcerned  Chrifl  as  the  end  of  the  hw  for  righteoufnefSi  and 
were  kd  to  him  thereby.. 

(7.)  This  fatal  miftake  of  the  ufe  and  intent  of  the  law,  is  the 
ground  of  thofe  Teeming  contradiAion$»  in  Paul's  epiftles.  Sometime 
ne  magnifies,  the  law,  when  he  fpeaks  of  it  according  to  God's  end 
and  purpofe  in  its  promulgation,  Rom.  vii.  i2>  i4»  16  But  as  it  was 
fatally  mift;^ken  by  the  Jews,  and  fet  in  oppodtion  to  Chrift  ;  fo  he 
thunders  againft  it,  calls  it  a  miniftratton  of  death  and  tondemnathn  ;  and 
all  its  appendant  ceremonies  we/^t  and  beggarly  elements.  And  by  this 
djftin£Kon|  wh^tfoeTer  feems  repugnant  in  Paul's  epiftles,  may  be 
iWeetly  reconciled :  and  it  is  a  diftin£lion  of  his  own  makingi  i  Tim. 
i,  8.  "  We  know  that  the  law  is  good,  if  we  ufe  it  lawfully."  There 
is  a  good  and  an  evil  ufe  of  the  law.  Had  you  attended  to  thefe  things, 
you  had  not  fo  confidently  and  inconiiderately  pronounced  it  a  pore 
t9ven(mt  ojviorh. 

n.  P^n, 

Seeoiidlf,  You  affirm  with  like  confidence.  That  the  covenant  tf 
^cumei/ion  is  alfo  the  fame  ;  viz.  the  covenant  ^  works  ma^c  tuitb  Adam 
htparadije. 

This  I  utterly  deny ;  and  will  try  whether  yoij  have  any  better  foe- 
^s  in  the  proof  of  your  fecond,  than  you  had  in  your  firft  pofition. 
And  to  convince  you  of  your  miftake,  let  as  confider  what  the  gencr- 
*•!  nature  of  this  ordinance  of  circumclTton  ws^s ;  what  its  ends  were  \ 
and  then  prove.  That  it  cannot  be  what  you  afiirm  it  to  be,  the  very 
fame  covenant  God  made  with  Adam  before  the  fallj  but  mufi  needs 
^  z  covenant  of  grace. 

(i  )  C/Vf«OTf^9/j,  in  its  general  natyrc,  was,  (i.)  hn  ordinance  ci 
'  God's  own  ipftitutjon,  in  the  99th  jear  of  Abraham'i  age ;  at  which 
time  of  its  inftitution,  God  renewed  the  covenant  vrith  him,  Qen.xvii. 
9,  10.  (2.)  That  it  confided  (as  all  facraments  do)  of  an  external 
fign,  and  a  fpiritual  myfiery  fignified  thereby.  The  external  part  of 
it  (which  wc  pall  the  fign)  was  the  puttipg  off  the  foreikin  of  the  ge« 
aital  part  of  the  Hebrew  males,  on  the  eighth  day  from  their  birth. 
The  ipiritual  myftery  thereby  fignified  and  rcprefented,  was  the  cut- 
ting off  the  filtli  ^nd  guilt  of  fin  from  their  fouls,  by  rcgenefation  and 
juftification,  called  "  the  drcumcifion  of  the  heart,"  Peut.  x.  i<t 
And  though  this  was  laid  upon  them  by  the  command,  as  their  dutjf 
yet  a  gracious  promife  qf  power  from  God  to  perform  that  duty,  was 
added  to  the  conmiand  ;  Deut.  xxx.  6.  <<  The  Lord  thy  God  will 
circumciie  thy  heart  to  love  him,"  &c.  jufi  ak  promifes  of  grace  in  the 
New  Teftament  are  added  to  commands  of  duty. .  (3.)'  Betwixt  this 
vifiblc  outward  fign,  and  ipiritual  myfiery,  there  was  zfacramental  re* 
fatton  J  from  which  revelation  it  is  called  the  "  token  of  the  covenant," 
Gen.  xvii.  12,  **  The  fign  and  feal  of  the  covenant,"  l^om»  iv.  lU 
Tea,  «<  tb€  i:ovenant  itfcl^**  A<U  vii.  8. 
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(2.)  Nezty  let  us  confider  the  ends  for  which  circumci/hn  was  infti* 
toted  and  ordained  of  God  :  Of  which  thefe  were  the  principal. 

(  f .)  It  was  inftituted  to  be  a  conviSfiveJign  of  their  natural  corni^ 
tion»  propagated  by  the  way  of  natural  generation :  For  which  reafen^ 
this  natural  corruption  goes  in  fcripture  under  the  name  of  the  uncir* 
cumcifion  of  the  hearty  Jer.  ix.  26. 

(2.)  It^o  fignified  the  putting  off  of  this  body  of  fin^  in  the  vir« 
tue  of  Chrift's  death.  Col.  ii.  1 1 .  * 

(3.)  It  was  appointed  to  be  the  initiating  fign  of  the  covenant,  or  a 
token  of  their  matriculation^  and  admiffion  into  the  church  and  cove- 
nant of  God,  Gen.  xvii.  9,  10,  11.  ' 

(4.)  It  was  ordained  to  be  a  difcriminating  mark  betwixt  God's 
covenanted  people,  and  the  Pagan  world,  who  were  Grangers  to  the 
covenant,  and  without  God  in  the  world.  And  accordingly  both 
parties  were,  from  this  ordinance,  denominated  the  drcumcjfion,  and 
the  undrcufncj/ion.  Col.  iii    1 1 . 

(5.)  It  was  alfo  an  obliging  fign  to  Abraham  and  his  feed,  to  walk 
with  God  in  the  uprightncis  and  fincerity  of  their  hearts,  in  the  per- 
formance of  all  covenanted  duties  ;  in  which  duties,  Abraham,  and 
the  faithful,  walked  obediently  with  God,  looking  to  Chrift  for  righ- 
teoufnefs :  but  the  carnal  Jews  refting  in,  and  trufting  to  thofe  duties 
and  ordinances  for  righteoufnefs  and  jufiffication,  made  it  a  covenant 
of  works  to  themfelves,  and  circumcifion  itfell  a  bond  of  that  covenant. 

(6.)  Now,  forafmuch  as  circumcifion  prefigured  Chrift,  who  was  to 
cotne  of  this  holy  cinrumcifed  feed  of  Abrahams  and  his  death  aUb 
was  pointed  at  therein,  Heb.  ii.  16.  Col.  ii.  1 1.  of  nccciBty  this  ordi- 
nance mud  vaniO)  at  the  death  of  Chrift  ;  and  accordingly  didfo. 

Thefe  things  duly  pondered,  how  irrational  is  it  to  imagine  this  «- 
veoant  of  circumci/tan  to  be  the  very  fame  with  the  paradi/lcal  covenant  ? 
Did  that  covenant  difcover  native  corruption,  and  direft  to  its  remedy 
in  Chrift,  as  this  did  ?  Surely  it  gave  not  the  leaft  glimpfe  of  any  fuch 
thing.  Did  that  covenant  feparate  and  diftinguift)  one  perfon  from 
another,  as  this  did  i  No,  no ;  it  left  all  under  equal  and  common 
roifcry,  Eph.  ii.  3« 

Had  Adam's  covenant  a  feal  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith  annexed 
to  it,  as  this  had  ?  Rom.  iv.  11.  <<  He  received  circumcifion,  a  feal  of 
the  righteoufnefs  of  faith."  The  righteoufnefs  of  faith  is  evangelical 
righteoufnefs  \  and  this  circumcifion  fealed.  Say  not  it  was  to  Abra- 
ham only  that  it  fealed  it  \  for  it  is  an  injurious  reftridion  put  upon 
the  feal'of  a  covenant ^  which  extended  to  the  fathers  as  well  as  to  A* 
braham,  Luke  i.  72*  But  you  admit,  however,  that  it  fealed  evan- 
gelical righteoufnefs  to  Abraham :  but  I  hope  you  will  not  fay,  that  a 
feal  of  the  covenant  of  works  ever  did,  or  could,  feal  evangelical  righ- 
teoufnefs to  any  individual  perfon  in  the  world.  So  then,  turn  which. 
^ay  you  will,  this  truth  ftill  follows  you,  and  wiU  faften  upon  yoa> 
that  the  covenant  of  circumcifion  was  not  a  pure  covenant  tfnvorls^  but 
a  fffpel^iven^nt*    Whi^h  J  thus  prove ; 
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j/rgum^nt  h 

If  ^ircumctfion  be  a  part  of  the  ceremomal  law,  and  the  cercnumial  iaw 
yrzs  dedicated  by  blood)  and  whatfoever  is  fo  dedicated,  is  by  you  con- 
fefled  to  be  no  part  of  the  covenant  of  works ;  then  circumcyton  is  no 
part  of  the  covenant  of  works,  even  by  your  own  confeffioa.  But  it 
U;  ergo. 

That  it  is  a  part  of  the  ceremonial  lavj,  was  never  doubted,  or  de« 
Ikied  by  any  man :  that  it  was  dedicated  by  blood,  and  therefore  no 
part  of  the  moral  law,  yoi|  yourlelf  not  only  acknowledge,  but  vehe- 
mently plead  for  it,  page  148,  where  you  blame  Mr  Sedgwick  with 
Ibme  fliarpnefs,  and  unbecoming  reflection,  for  making  no  diftinflion 
betwixt  the  ceremonial  covenant,  which  was  dedicated  by  bloody  and  the 
law  written  in  tables  of  (lone  $  which  was  not  fo  dedicated,  and  tbere- 
ibre  could  not  be  the  fame  with  the  moral  law,  which  you  make  the 
covenant  of  works  :  telling  him,  that  this  dedication  by  blood  ought  to 
diftinguim  it  from  the  moral  law,  or  Sinai  covenant  of  works,  as  you 
iay  it  doth,  and  ought  to  do ;  how.  then  can  ctrcutficifton  be  the  fame 
with,  and  yet  quite  another  thing  from  the  Sinai  covenant  ?  Was  the 
ceremonial  law  dedicated  by  blood  i  Yes,  the  apoftle  plainly  averts  it, 
(Heb,  is.  18,  19.)  fromExod,  xxiv.  7,  8.  <  Mofcs  took  the  book  of 
the  covenant,  and  read  it  in  the  audience  of  the  people  \  and  took  the 
blood,  and  fprinkled  it  upon  the  people,  and  faid,  Behold  the  blood 
of  the  covenant,  which  the  Lord  hath  made  with  you,  concerning 
thefe  things*'  Qut  what  kind  of  covenant  thfn  was  this  covenant 
that  was  fprinkled  with  blood  i  You  tell  us,  p.  147,  it  could  not  pot 
fibly  be  the  law  written  in  ftones,  (which  you  make  the  cQvefiavt  of 
wtforkss)  but  was  indeed  another  covenant,  delivered  at  a  diftinci  Tea* 
fon,  and  in  a  diftinA  method.  What  covenant  then  mui^  this  be, 
feeing  it  cocild  not  poffibiy  (as  you  fay)  be  the  Sinai  covenant  written 
in  floiics  i  It  muft  either  be  the  covenant  of  grace,  or  none.  No,  fay 
you,  that  it  was  not,  neither;  for  it  was  of  the  fame  nature  wltl),  and 
IS  no  other  than  a  covenant  of  works,  p*  I5i<  It  was  the  fame,  aii4 
yet  could  not  poflibly  be  the  fame* 

Mr  Sedgwick,  that  learned  and  grave  divine,  is  checked,  p.  14^* 
for  confounding  the  ceremonial  law  that  was  fprinkled  with  blood,  with 
the  moral  law  (which  you  tzWxht  covenant  of  works)  that  was  not  fprink- 
led with  blood  5  and  fay  you,  p.  147.  //  could  not pofflbly  be  the  fam\ 
And  then,  p.  151,  you  fay.  It  is  clear,  tbefetwo^  viz.  the  moral  ani 
ceremonial  law,  were  both  of  the  fame  nature;  that  is,  no  otter  than  a  co- 
venant of  works.  How  doth  this  hang  together  i  Pray  reconcile  it 
if  you  can.  You  fay,  //  //  an  ungrounded fti^tp^ttion  of  Mr  Sedgwick's, 
that  that  covenant  tt/^tr^  was  Jo  confirmed  by  blood,  muff  ofneceffity  becGfi' 
firmed  by  the  blood  of  Chri/i  alfo :  p.  148.  But,  fir,  the  truth  you  oppoffi 
yiz.  That  the  book  of  the  ceremonial  law  was  fprinkled  by  typical 
blood,  and  therefore  confirmed  by  the  blood  of  Chrifi,  for  the  time 
it  was  to  continuci  fhincs  like  a  bright  fun*beam  m  yo^rown  ^y^^ 
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from  Heb.  ix.  14,  23*  Was  not  the  blood  that  fprinkled  tlus  iaw» 
the  figure  or  type  of  Chrift's  own  blood  ?  Whofe  blood  was  it  then, 
if  not  Cbrifl's  ?  How  dare  you  call  this  an  ungrounded  fuppbfition  ? 
Was  not  that  blood  typical  blood  ?  And  what,  I  pray  you^  was  the 
antitype,  but  Chrift's  bbod  ?  And  did  not  the  Holy  Ghoft  iignify  the 
one  by  the  other  ?  Heb.  ix.  8.  I  ftand  amazed  at  thclc  things  I  Yoii 
•  3i(^ingui(h,  and  confound  all  again.  Tou  fay,  it  could  not  poifibly 
be  the  fame  with  the  law  written  in  ftone :  and  you  fay,  it  is  clear 
both  were  of  the  fame  nature,  no  other  than  a  covenant  ofworhs*  At 
this  race  you  may  fay  what  you  pleafe ;  for  I  fee  contradiStion  is  no 
crime  in  your  book. 

Argument  II. 

li circumclfion  was  the  feal  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  faithf  it  did  not 
pertain  to  the  covenant  of  tvorksg  for  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith  and 
tt^rir  are  oppoiites,  and  belong  to  two  contrary  covenants. 

But  circumcifion  was  the  leal  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith  $  Rom.  !▼• 
n.  «<  He  (i.  c.  Abraham)  received  the  fign  of  circumcifioo,  a  fcal  of 
the  righteoufnefs  of  faith.**  Therefore  it  pertains  wjf.  to  the  iwenani 
^f  works i  but  grace. 

A  man  would  think  it  impoflible  to  evade  fb  clear  and  (criptaral  afl{ 
argiunent  as  this  is.  The  major  prop^ttion  is  even  felf-e^ident  and  mi- 
deniable  I  the  minor^  the  plain  words  of  the  apoHle. 

And  what  is  your  reply  to  this  ?  Certainly  as  ftrange  a  one  as  ever 
I  met  with  5  p.  105.  you  fay,  It  is  true^  circumcifion  was  a  feal  of  the 
righteoufnefs  of  faith  to  Abraham  ;  but  it  Hvasfo  to  him  only  in  his  extraoT'^ 
Unary  circurn/tances  ;  but  it  was  notfo  to  any  of  his  natural  Jeed  in  its  cr- 
Stnory  ufe. 

I  cannot  deny  but  I  have  met  with  fuch  an  aflertion  before  in  Mr 
Tombes ;  and  I  can  tell  you  too,  that  Bellarmine  invented  it  before 
Mr  Tombes  was  bom,  and  that  Dr  Ames  fully  confuted  it  in  his  third 
tome  p.  27.  proving,  that  there  wa$  no  extraordinary  caufe  on  Alnra* 
ham's  account,  why  God  (hould  juftify  or  feal  him  more  than  any  o« 
ther  believer  ;  and  that  Abraham  had  nothing  to  glory  in  before  Godw 
Cut  to  reftrain,  as  you  do,  the  public  feal  of  a  covenant,  that  compre-' 
hended  and  equally  concerned  the  whole  church  znd  people  of  Oodf  to 
one  fingle  perfon  ;  fo  that  neither  Ifaac  nor  Jacob,  who  were  by  name 
enrolled  in  that  great  charter,  Ihould  have  any  fight  to  the  feal  of  it, 
is  fuch  a  conceit  as  amazes  an  intelligent  reader.  We  know  Abra- 
ham was  the  firft  that  received  it,  but  utterly  deny  that  he  received  it 
only  for  himfelf ;  but  he  received  it  as  the  father  of  all  them  that  be- 
Ceve,  whether  Jews  or  Gentiles,  as  the  very  next  words  tell  us,  <<He 
received  it,  that  he  might  be  the  father  of  all  thenl  that  believe ;''  that 
is,  for  himfelf,  and  all  his  fpiritual  children.  One  half  of  this  (acrament 
of  circumcifion  you  allow  p.  205.  to  tlie  reft  that  were  under  it,  vi2* 
to  be  ajtgn  of  the  covenant ;  but  the  other  half  you  cut  off,  and  fay,  it 
Was  only  a  Jeal  to  him.    What  good  vouchers  have  you  for  tfaia  ex« 
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pofidm  of  the  t€Xt  ?  Have  you  the  concurrence  of  ortiodox  exp^m  f 
•  Or  is  k  the  ra(h  and  bold  adventure  of  your  own  head?  I  am  fure  it 
noways  agrees  with  the  drift  and  fcope  mf  the  Apoftle's  argument, 
which  evidently  is  to  prove,  that  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  arc  juftified 
by  faith,  as  "Abraham  was  j  and  that  the  ground  ot  juftification  and 
blefiednefs  is  common  both  to  the  uncir<;umcifcd  Gentiles,  and  cir«m- 
dfed  Jews;  and  that  Abraham  antl  all  other  believers,  have  but  one 
way  of  juftification,  and  falvation,  and  tfiat  how  great  foever  Abra- 
ham was,  in  this  cafe  he  hath  found  nothing  whereof  to  glory,  vcr.  i, 
a.  And  b  not  your  expofition  a  notable  one,  to  prove  the  com- 
diunity  of  the  privilege  of  juftification,  becaufe  the  feal  of  it  was  pecu- 
liar to  Abraham  alone?  Re£Ufy  it,  and  better  confider  it. 

Argumefit  III. 

tn  the  covenant  of  circumcifion.  Gen.  xvii.  God  makes  over  him* 
felf  to  Abraham  and  his  feed  to  be*  their  God,  or  give  them  a  fpecial 
iotereft  in  himfelf. 

But  in  the  covenant  of  works ^  God  doth  not,  (ince  the  fall,  make  o- 
ver  himfelf  to  any,  to  be  their  God  by  way  of  fpecial  intereft. 

Therefore  the  covenant  of  circumcifton  cannot  be  the  covenant  of 
works* 

.  This  is  (b  plain  and  clear,  that  none  can  doubt  or  deny  it,  that  an- 
derftands  the  nature  of  the  two  covenants.  And  now,  fir,  what  coari'e  ^ 
do  jou  take  to  avoid  this  argument  ?  Such  a  one  fure  as  no  man  that  | 
ever  I  met  with  took  before  you,  and  that  is  this  \  you  boldly  cut  | 
Abraham's  covenant,  Gen.  xvii.  into  two  parts,  and  make  the  firftto  I 
be  the  pure  covenant  of  grace,  which  is  the  promiflbry  part,  to  the  I 
mnth  verfes  and  the  reffipulation  (as  you  call  it,  p.  205.)  to  be  as  pure  | 
a  covenant  of  works.     What  hard  (hift  will  fome  men  make  to  main- 
tain their  ppinion  I  You  fay  truly,  p.  205,  that  at  the  feteenth  and  eighth  ^ 
verfes  was  their  r^pulation^  why  then  do  you  fay,  p.  224,  thatat  wr.  | 
7^  he  proceeds  to  fpeak  of  another  a>v^/;/i/t/  than  what  he  had  been  | 
i^aking  of  before  ?  Does  the  promife  and  the  reftipulatton  maketvo 
covenants  $  or  are  they  juft  and  neceflary  parts  of  one  and  the  fame  o 
^  Vcnant  P  You  alio  tell  us,  that  the  covenant.  Gen.  xvii.  i,  2,  3,  4.  wa? 
Z  plain  tranicript  of  feveral  free  promifes  of  the  gofpel  under  the  de- 
nomination of  a  covenant.     But  why  then  don't  you  take  the  reftipu- 
kuion,  ver.  7,  8, 9,  10.  to  be  a  part  of  It  ?  O  no/  there  is  fomething 
i^uired  on  Abraham's  and  his  pofterity's  part ;  they  muft  be  circuni' 
ci/edyMd  that  fpoiis  all.    Why  but,  fir,  if  the  requiring  of  circumcijisn 
alters\he  cafe  fo  greatly,  as  to  make  it  a  quite  contrary  covenant;  ho# 
oomes  u  to  pafs,  that  in  t^t  covenant  to  Abraham,  he  himfelf  was  firft 
required  to  be  drcumcifei?  Why,  this  is  the  reafon*,  here  is  fomcwhat; 
required  on  their  part  as  a  condition i  and  a  condition  quite  alters  the' 
nature  of  the  covenant.     Very  well  \  but  tell  me  then  why  you  faji- 
p.  223,  and  in  many  other  places,  that  the  covenant  made  with  Abra* 
bam,  in  Gen.  xii«  was  a  go^l^ovcnani:  and  yet  there  Abrabam  is  0* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A  k^fy  to  Mr  Carfs,  Solemn  dJL  34} 

bilged  to  walk  before  God,  and  be  perfeA  P  Does  not  that  alfo  there 
Alter  the  nature  of  the  covenant ^  as  well  as  here  in  xhtfeventeenth  chap 
ter?  You  alfo  granc>  the  covenant  made  with  Abraham,  Gen.  xxli.  wad 
ii  f\XTt gofpel'CTvenant :  or  if  you  deny  it,  the  apoftle  proves  it,  Heb.  vi. 
13.  And  yet  there  is  more  appearance  of  refpedt  to  Abraham's  obe- 
dience ip  that  ctrJenanty  than  is  in  fubmitting  to  ^ircumcifion:  fee  Gen. 
3LxiL  16, 17.  «  By  rtiyrelf  have  I  fworn,  fai^h  the  Lord  j  for  bccaufe 
thou  hail  done  this  thing,  %tc.  That  iii  bleffing,  I  will  bleis  thee ;  and 
in  multiplying,  I  will  multiply  thee.** 

I  will  trouble  you,  on  this  head^  but  with  one  query  more  :  if  the 
four  firft  Terfes  ol  the  xvii.  of  Genefis  contain  a  pure  gofpei-covenantt 
as  you  fay,  and  the  reftipulation  in  the  following  verfcs  make  a  cove-* 
nant  of  works,  becaufe  it  thereby  becomes  conditional;  then  tell  me« 
if  you  pleaie,  whether  what  God  gracioufly  gf  anted  to  Abrahaiti  in  the 
former  verfes  be  not  all  nulled,  and  made  void  again  by  their  reOipula- 
tion  ?  Does  not  this  feem  harfh  ?  Here  you  have  brought  Abraham,  ^ 
Ifaacj  and  Jacob,  and  all  the  believers  of  Abraham's  race,  jutl  into  t^e 
£une  cafe  you  brought  Mofes  and  all  the  Ifraelites  before,  under  two 
oppofite  covenants,  where  one  cuts  off  all  that  the  othef  granted. 

But  there  is  a  ftrongcr  reafon  urged  than  the  conditionality  of  the 
covenant,  to  prove  it  a  covenant  of  works s  and  that  is,  clrcumcifim  is 
made  the  condition  of  Abraham's  covenant;  and  that  is  the  word  of  all 
conditions^  for  it  obliges  a  man  to  keep  the  whole  law,  GaL  v.  3.  it  it  . 
the  yoke  of  bondage,  and  to  whatfoever  covenant  it  be  fo  annexed,  it 
makes  it  become  a  bondage  legal  covenant,  <^  If  we  bs  circumcifed^ 
Chrift  (hall  profit  us  nothing."  Thus  it  was  in  the  covenant^  Gen. 
xvii. 

Great  uft  is  made  of  this  in  many  parts  of  your  difcourfe.  But,  fir, 
you  are  greatly  miftaken  in  applying  thefe  texts  to  the  purpofes  yoa 
do;  for  the  apofUe  all  along  in  that  epidle  to  the  Galatians,  argues  a- 
gainft  the  falfe  teaehers,  who  taught  and  profTed  the  neceffity  of  ctr* 
cumcifion,  as  a  bond  obliging  them  to  the  ftnA  and  perfect  obedience 
of  the  lawy  in  order  to  their  judification  thereby,  or  at  leaft  to  join  it 
with  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chri{l,'as  a  con-caufe  of  jujlificatum i  fee  GaU 
it.  4,  5*  and  iii.  i.  Now  ag^ind  this  abufe  of  circumcifion,  it  is 
that  the  apoftle  aigues  thus,  and  tells  them,  that  in  fubmitting  to  it 
on  that  account,  they  made  the  death  of  Chrift  of  no  effed,  and  oblig«> 
ed  themfelves  by  it  to  the  whole  law  \  for  circumcifion  did  not  (im- 
ply and  abfolutely,  in  the  nature  of  the  work  or  action,  oblige  men 
to  the  whole  law  in  the  way  of  juftification  by  it,  but  it  did  fo  from 
the  intention  of  the  worker,  and  the  fuppodtion  of  Tuch  an  opinion  of 
it,  and  defign  in  it}  for  in  itfelf,  and  with  refpedl  to  God's  defign  in  the 
inflitution  of  it,  it  was  to  be  a  feal  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith,  Rom. 
Iv.  i.i«  and  fo  it  was  an  excellent,  ufeful,  inflru^ive  ordinance  to  all 
believers,  as  long  as  the  ceremonial  law  (lood  :  and  even  when  it  Was 
expiring,  as  t|^c  go^p^  began  to  open  more  and  more  dearly,  there 
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was  yet  {bme>  kind  of  toleration  of  it  to  fuch  sis  were  born  of  Jewifli 
^parents :  Thus  Paul  himfelf  circumcifcd  Tiniotjiy,  his  mother  being 
%  Jewefs,  A6b  xvi.  1,3.  but  Titus,  being  4  Greek,  was  notcircam- 
cifed,  and  that  becaufe  of  thefe  falle  teachers,  that  would  make  an  ill  ufe 
of  that  their  liberty,  Gal.  ii.  31  4.  This  Paul  could  never  have  done, 
in  cafe  circumcifion,  in  the  nature  of  the  a*^  had  bound  Timothy  tQ 
keep  the  law  for  juftificatlon.  By  which  it  appears,  that  the  adllon  in  its 
own  nature  did  not  oblige  to  the  keeping  of  the  whole  law,  but  from 
the  intention  of  the  agent ;  and  therefore,  as  the  apoftle  rightly  ^gues, 
if  a  man  be  circumcifed  with  a  defign  to  be  jufli6ed  by  it,  he  would 
thereby  bind  himfelf  to  the  whole  law,  and  fruftrate  the  death  of 
Chrid  to  himfelf}  but  it  was  now  to  have  its  funeral  with  all  other 
parts  of  the  ceremonial  law,  which  vani(bed,  and  were  accompliflied 
in  the  death  of  Chrift;  and  it  falling  out  that  fuch  a  vile  ufe  was  made 
of  it  at  that  time,  the  apofile  thus  thunders  againfi:  it.  Had  this  been 
obferved,  as  alfo  the  like  abufe  of  the  moral  law,  you  would  have 
known  how  to  have  reconciled  the  apoAle's  encomiums  of  them  both» 
^jth  his  (barp  inveAives  again/l  the  one  and  the  other.  But  bciog 
ignorant  of  thefe  two  great  and  neceifary  diftinAions  of  the  law,  ac« 
cording  to  God's  intention  in  the  promulgation  of  it  at  Sinai,  and  the 
carnal  Jewsy^/^  of  it,  as  a  pure  covenant  ofworks^  againft  which  the 
apoille  fo  (faarply  inveighs  in  the  places  by  you  cited,  all  your  23  ar« . 
guments  from  page*  183,  to  page  1 87,  £all  to  the  ground  at  one  (Irokej 
{our  medius  terminus  having  one  fenfe  iii  your  major  propo/iiion^  and 
toother  in  your  minor ,-  and  lb  every  argument  had  four  terms  in  it, 
as  will  eafily  be  evinced  by  the  particular  confideration  of.  the  refpco- 
tive  places  from  whence  you  draw  them. 

So  in  like  manner,  in  your  arguing  h^rc  againft  circumcjfi^f  as  a 
bond  to  keep  the  whole  law,  and  as  fuch  vacating  the  death  of  Chrift^ 
is  a  (tumble  at  the  fame  fione,  not  diftinguifhingas  you  ought  to  have 
done,,  betwixt  an  obligation  arifing  out  of*  the  nature  of  the  workf 
and  out  of  the  end  and  intention  of  the  workers ;  and  this  every 
learned  and  judicious  eye  will  eafily  difcern.    But  we  prop^^d  to 

Argument  IV* 

That  which  in  its  direft  and  primary  end  tcachcth  man  the  corrup- 
tion of  his  nature  by  fin,  and  the  mortification  of  fin  by  the  Spirit  H 
Chrif^,  cannot  be  a  condition  of  the  covenant  of  ^vorks  ;  but  fo  did  cir- 
cmncifion  in  the  very  direft  and  primary  end  of  it. 

This  ordinance  fuppofeth  the  fall  of  man,  points  to  the  means  and 
inflruments  of  hit  fin  and  mifery,  and  alfo  to  the  remedy  thereof  by 
Chrift  :  ( r.)  It  fingles  out  Xh2X  genital  part  by  which  original  fin  ^s 
propagated,  Gen  xvii.  1 1.  Pfal.  li.  i.  To  this  the  (ign  of  the  covenant 
19  applied  in  circNmcifion,  for  the  remiifion  of  fins  paft,'  and  the  extirpa^ 
tfon  of  fin  for  the  future.  (2.)  Therefore  it  was  inftituted  of  God, 
that  men  m^t  fte  both  the  neccflity  and  true  way  of  mortifying 
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their  luftt»  in  the  virtue  of  Chrift's  death  and'  refurre^tion,  wherec^ 
baprifiny  that  fucceeds  it,  is  a  fign  nowi  as  circumcjfion  was  then  ;  as  ii 
pisdn  from  Col.  \u  ir,  12.  <  In  whom  alfoye  are  circumcifed  with  die 
circumcifion  made  without  hands,  in  putting  off  the  body  of  the  fins 
of  the  fleffa  by  the  ch*cnmcifion  of  Chrift,  buried  with  him  in  baptifin^ 
wherein  alfo  ye  are  rifen  with  him,  through  the  faith  of  the  operatioa 
of  God,  who  nufed  him  from  the  dead/  It  b  clear  then  that  circum* 
dfion  direded  ^men  to  the  death  and  refurre£tion  of  Chrift,  as  the  true 
and  only  means  of  mortifying  their  lufts ;  and  if  it  did  fo,  fure  it  was 
not  the  covenant  ofv)orks^  for  that  gives  fkltea  man  no  hint  of  a  reme- 
dy. (3.)  It  was  alfo  a  difcrimwating  fign  or  token ^  betwixt  the  church 
andthetc»?r/i:  God's  people,  and  the  heathens,  who  were  according* 
)y  denominated  from  it  the  circumqfion  2nd  tht  ttnctrcumcjfion,  the  iSy 
feed  and  the  Gentiles ;  and  now  under  the  New  Teftamedt,  the  chil- 
dren of  Abraham  by  faith,  and  the  children  of  the  ^fiefi) :  This  alfo 
ihews  it  cannot  be  the  covenant  of  works  ;  for  in  that  covenant  all  are 
equally  and  alike  concluded  under  fin  and  mifery,  Eph.  ii.  3.  and 
there  is  no  difference  made  by  that  covenant  betwixt  perfon  and  per* 
fim,  ftatc  and  ftatc. 

If  this  be  not  enough  to  erinee,  that  the  covenant  of  circumcifion 
h  a  covenant  ofgrace^  I  promife  you  many  more  arguments  to  prove  it, 
as  fbon  as  I  fiiall  find  thefe  refuted,  and  your  contrary  afiertion  well 
diflharged  from  the  grofs  aUurdities  with  which  it  is  clogged  and 
loaded.  You  fee  how  genuine,  natural,  and  congruous  to  fcripture 
the  notion  of  it  as  a  covenant  ojp  grtice  is,  and  all  the  world  may  fee 
how  harih,  alien,  and  repugnant  to  fcripture  your  notion  of  circumci* 
fion,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  is.  You  fee  into  what  bogs  you  are  again 
driven  in  defence  of  your  opinion  :  Exemp,  gra, 
'  That  circumcifion  is  a  part  of  the  ceremonial  /aw,  which  was  dedi* 
cated  with  blood,  and  therefore  could  be  no  part  of  the  moral  law  or 
ten  commandments,  which  was  (fay  you)  the  covenant  of  works  ;  and  yet 
that  it  is  of  the  fame  nature^  and  that  it  is  clear  it  is  no  other  than  a 
covenant  ofwtorks  /  do  not  you  there  diftinguifh  and  confound  aU  a* 
gain,  blame  and  check  Mr  Sedgwick  without  caufe,  and  commit  a 
greater  abfurdity  prefently  than  you  charged  him  with  ?  Do  not  yoa 
queftion  whether  that  covenant  was  typically  fealed  by  Chrift's  blood  ? 
Fray,  fir,  confider  wherever  God  commands  typical  blood  to  be  ap- 
plied, it  related  to  Chrift's  blood  fpiritually  applied,  or  to  nothing. 

Are  not  you  forced,  in  defence  of  your  erroneous  thejis,  to  fay  with 
Belhrmine,  That  circumcifion  was  extraordinary  in  its  infiitution,  and 
appfied  as  a  feal  to  none  but  Abraham  himfelf  ?  It  excluded  even  Ifaac» 
the  type  of  Chrift»  and  Jacob,  a  prince  with  God.  O  what  will  not 
men  venture  upon  in  defence  of  their  darling  opinions! 

Arc  you  not  forced,  for  your  fccurity  from  the  danger  of  the  third 
argument,  to  cut  one  of  the  fame  covenants  made  with  Abraham  juft 
in  two,  and  of  the  pure  promiffory  part  to  make  a  covenant  pf  grace  s 
and  of  the  other  part,  vrhicb  you  yourfelfcall  ^  reft'^uhtkn^  tc^make 
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Another  quite  oppofite  covenant  ?  Do  not  you  magnify  the  bdndty 
and  grace  of  God  to  Abraham  in  the  firft  four  vcrfcs,  and  then  dcftroy 
it  all,  by  putting  him  at  once  under  a  contrary  covenant,  and  fo  cut 
oft  oil  capacity  to  enjoy  one  of  thofe  mercies  ? 

Do  not  you  make  circumcjfion,  in  its  ven  nature,  without  refpeA  to 
the' intention  of  the  perfon,  an  obligation  to  the  whole  law,  and  that 
which  fruftratcs  the  death  of  Chrift,  and  yet  muft  grant,  that  Paul 
himfelf  took  Timothy,  and  circumcifed  him,  and  yet  thereby  brought 
him  under  no  fuch  dangerous  obligation  to  the  law  ?  In  a  word» 

Tou  rejedl  all  thofe  covenants  as  legal,  that  have  any  conditions  in 
them«  or  rcfpcft  to  any  thing  that  is  to  be  done  by  us,  and  allow  Gen. 
xn.  and  Gen.  %x\u  to  be  pure  go^el  covenants  of  grace  ;  and  yet  in  the 
firft,  Abraham  is  bound  to  *  walk  before  God  and  be  perfe£l  i*  and  in 
the  other  God  faith,  For  becaufe  thou  haft  done  this  thing,  furely  blct 
fing  I  will  blefs  thee/ 

And  fo  much  for  Abraham's  covenant 

III.  Of  tie  comBtionality  of  the  new  covenant. 
Come  we  next  to  cbniider  that  opinion  of  yours,  which  led  you  into 
thefe  other  grols  miftakes  and  abfurdities,  and  that  is  this,  that  the  co» 
venant  of  grace  is  abfolute  \  and  whatever  covenant  is  not  {o,  but  hath 
any  condition  upon  our  part,  muft  needs  for  that  reafbn  be  a  covenant 
ofnnorhs.     See  page  229.    //  is  chfervaiie  (fay  you}  thai  as  the  conjenents 
mentioned  Gen.  ii.  Exod.  xx.  ts^c,  were  ali conditional,  and  therefore  legal 
covenants,  requiringftriB  and  perfeB  obedience,  as  the  condition  propounded, 
in  order  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  mercies  contained  in  them,whicb  are  all  there* 
fore  done  away  in  Chrj/t  -  fo  off  the  other  hand  Vie  fee,  thai  the  eovenant 
God  made  with  ^braham^  Gen.  xii.  2,  3.  atid  Gen.  xvii.  2,  3.  and  Gen. 
xxii.  16,  17,  18.  was  wholly  free  and  abfolute,  and  therefore  purely  evaf^e" 
lical,  ^c-     We  will  review  thefe  things  anon,  and  fee  if  yott  truly  re* 
prefent  the  matter  i  hut  in  order  to  it,  let  me  tel]  you, 
Fir/f,  What  we  mean  by  a  gofpel-condition. 
Secondly,  Prove  that  there  are  fuch  in  the  gofpel-cdvenanl. 
Thirdly  t  Shew  you  the  abfurdity  of  your  opinion  againft  it. 
(i.)  What  we  mean  by  a  condition  in  the  gofpeUcovenant*    By  a 
condition  oi  the  covenant,  we  do  not  mean  in  the  ftriAeft  rigid  fenfe 
of  the  word,  fuch  a  reftipulation  to  God  from  man  of  perfeA  obe- 
dience in  his  own  perfon,   at  all  times,  fo  as  the  leaft  failure  therein 
forfeits  all  the  mercies  of  the  covenant ;  that  is  rather  the  condition 
of  Adam*s  covenant  of  works,  than  of  the  evangelical  covenant :  nor 
do  we  aflcrt  any  meritorious  condition,  that  in  the  nature  of  an  impul- 
five  caufe  (hall  bring  man  into  the  covenant  and  its  privileges,  or  con- 
tinue him  in  when  brought  in.     This  we  renounce  as  well  as  you : 
but  our  queftion  is  about  fuch  a  condition  as  is  neither  in  thei  nature 
ol  it  an  afl  perfe^  in  every  degree,  nor  meritorious  in  the  leaft  of  the 
benefit  conferred,  nor  yet  done  in  our  own  ftrength.    But  plainly 
and  briefly,  our  queftion  is,  Whether  there  be  n^  fomething  as  an  oB 
required  oj  t$S  in  point  of  duty,  to  a  bleffing  confequent  by  virtue  of  a  pro* 
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mnyi  f  Such  a  thiog»  whatever  it  be,  hath  the  nature  of  a  cooditionj 
mafmucb  as  it  is  antecedent  to  the  benefit  of  the  promife  %  and  the 
mercy  or  benefit  granted,  is  fufpcnded  until  it  be  performed.  The 
quefiion  is  not,  whether  there  be  any  intrinfical  worth  or  value  in  the 
thing  {o  required,  to  oblige  the  difpofer  to  make  or  perform  the  grant 
or  promife,  but  merely  that  it  be  antecedent  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
benefit ;  and  that  the  difpofer  of  the  benefit  do  fufpend  the  benefit 
untiljt  be  performed  ?  Tiuis  an  ad  or  duty  of  oiurs,  which  has  no^ 
thing  at  all  of  merit  in  it,  or  anfwerable  value  to  the  benefit  it  relates 
to,  m^y  be  in  a  proper  fenfe  a  addition  of  the  faid  benefit.  "  For 
what  is  a  condition  in  the  tru^  notion  of  it,  but  *  the  lufpenfion  of  a 
grant  until  fomething  future  be  done  r  «<  Or,  f  as  others  to  the 
fame  purpofe,  The  adding  of  words  to  a  grant,  for  the  future,  of  a 
ibipending  qiiality,  accoiifing  to  which  the  difpofer  will  have  the  be« 
nefit  he  difpofeth  to  be  regulated  ?"  This  properly  is  a  condition^  tho* 
there  be  nothing  of  equivalent  value  or  merit  in  the  thing  required. 

And  fuch  your  brethren,  in  their  naiTative,  page  14.  do  acknow- 
ledge faith  to  be,  when  they  afifert  npne  can  be  adlually  reconciled, 
J4]Aified,  or  adopted,  till  they  are  really  implanted  into  Jefus  Chrift 
by  faith ;  and  ib,  by  virtue  of  this  their  union  with  him,  have  thefe 
fundamental  benefits  anally  conveyed  unto  them  \  which  contains 
the  proper  notion  of  the  condition  ^t  contend  for. 

And  fuch  a  condition  offalvatian  we  zfSart  faith  to  be  in  the  ne>v  co- 
venant grant  i  that  is  to  fay,  the  grant  of  falvation  by  God  in  the 
gofpcl-covenant  is  fufpended  from  all  men,  till  they  believe,  and  is 
ilue  by  promife,  not  merit,  to  them  as  foon  as  they  do  truly  believe* 
The  notes  or  figns  of  a  condition  given  by  civilians,  or  moraliftsf  arc 
fuch  as  thefe,  If^  ifnvt^  unlefs^  but  if,  except,  only,  and  the  like.  When 
thefe  are  added  in  the  promife  of  a  blefilng  or  benefit  for  the  future^ 
they  make  that  promife  conditional  \  and  your  grammar  (according  to 
which  you  muft  fpeak,  if  you  fpeak  properly  and  OriAly)  will  tell  you^ 
that  Si,  fin,  mpdo,  dum,  dummodo^  are  all  conditional  particles  ;  and  it 
is  evident,  that,  thefe  conditional  particles  are  frequently  inferted  in 
the  grants  of  the  ble0ings  and  privileges  of  the  New  TeAament.  As 
for  example;  Mark  ix.  23.  n  Jvyao-Mfiririu^rde*,  "If  thou  canft  be- 
lieve." Afts  viii.  37.  u  r^riyfif  1$  oXtjj  t»j«  it»f i*« $,  **  If  thou  ibelieveft 
with  thy  whole  heart,  thou  mayeft,"  &c.  Rom.  x.  9.  ©t*  lai,  «  That 
if  thou  flialt  confefs  with  thy  mouth,  and  believe  with  thy  heart,  &c. 
thou  fhalt  he  faved."  Matth.  xviii.  3.  lay  pi,  Except  ye  be  converted, 
and  beirome  ^  Uttle  children,  ye  fliall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven*"  Markv.  36.  nam,  "Only  believe."  Mark  xi.  26.  n  t^  «x» 
"But  if  ye  forgive  not,"  &c.  with  multitudes  more,  which  are  all  con« 
ditionai  particles  inferted  in  the  grants  of  benefits. 

*  CwuPth  ef  fi/penfo  alUitjiu  (UfpoftlienUy  tvii'tfper  dum  aliqu'idfaturumJiaU  N»TafT. 
Enchirid.  481- 

f  Eji  verScntm  adjtGlc  in  /MiurumfuJ^enddfHum^fecundifm  ptam  dijffwiens  vuli  ay^ium 
fegulari. 
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(2^)  HavtBg  fliewn  yoo  what  the  njitute  o(^  conditioffiSf  I  fliiill,  I 
hope^  make  it  plain  to  jiMi>  Xh^t  faith  is  fuch  a  condition  in  the  gofpeU 
grant  of  our  faWation ;  for  we  iind  the.  benefit  fufpended  till  this  a£k 
of  iaith  be  performed ;  John  iii.  36.^  ^  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son, 
bath  everlaftinglife;  and  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son,  (hall  not  fee 
lifei  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him."  And  moft  plainly, 
SLom.  z.  9>  having  (hewn  before  what  the  condition  of  legal  righteouf- 
neis  #as»  he  telk  us  there  what  the  gofpel-condition  of  ialvation  is; 
<<  The  righteoufneis  which  is  of  faith,  fpeaketh  on  this  wife ;  That 
if  thou  flialt  confefs  with  thy  mouth  the  Ijord  Jefus,  and  (halt  believe 
in  thy  heart,  that  God  raifed  him  from  the  dead,  thou  fhalt  be  faved." 
i'afl:70U,  firi  whether  it  be  poiEble  to  put  words  into  a  irame  more 
lively  expreffive  of  a  condition  than  thefe  are  ?  Do  but  compare  Mark  I 
zvi.  16.  «  He  that  believeth,  and  is  bapti;sed,  (hall  be  faved  }  but  he  | 
that  believeth  not,  (ball  be  damned  :*'  Po  but  compare,  I  fay,  that 
fcripture-pbrafe  with  the  words  of  Jacob's  y&ifj,  which  all  allow  to  be  I 
conditional.  Gen.  xUii.  4,  5.  "  If  thou  wilt  fend  our  brother  with  us, 
we  will  go  down;  but  if  thou  wilt  not  fend  him,  we.  will  not  go  down;" 
and  judge  whether  the  one  be  not  as  cpnilitioiial  as  the  other  •  mor^ 
,  particularly, 

•  Argument  L 

If  we  cannot  be  juftified  or  faved  till  we  believe,  then  faith  is  the 
condition  on  which  thofe  confeqoent  benefits  are  fufpended. 
But  we  cannot  be  juftified  or  laved  till  we  believe ;  £rgo^ 
The  fequel  of  the  major  is  evident ;  for,  as  we  faid  betorc,  a  cou* 
dltion  is  the  fufpenfioh  of  a  grant  till  fomcthing  hiture  be  done.  The 
minor  is  plain  in  fcriptorc ;  Rom.  iv.  24,  **  Now  it  was  not  written  for 
his  fake  alonie,  that  righteoufneft  was  imputed  to  him ;  but  for  cur 
fakes  affo,  to  whom  it  fliall  be  imputed  if  we  believe."  Ok  ftiX>jj 
A6y.^i(y&«*,^  ^ibusfuiurvm  eft  ut  imptttetur^  to  whom  it  flxall  cofx^t  to 
pals,  that  it  fhall  be  imputed,  if  we  believe:  And  Aftsx.  45  «  Who- 
foevcr  believeth  on  him,  (hall  receive  rcm}ffion"t)f  fins."  John  iii*  3^» 
<«  He  that  believeth  not^  (hall  not  fee  life,  but  the  wrath  of  ("jod  abid' 
cth  on  him  J**  v/ith  multitudes  more.^  Now,  fir, 'lay  ferioufly  before 
your  eyes  fuch  fcriptures  as  thefe,  that  promrfe  falvation  to  believer?, 
and  threaten  damnation  to  all  unbelievers,  as  Mark  xvi.  16.  doth, 
and  then  give  a  plain  and  clear  anfwer  to  this  queftion  ;  either  the 
pofitive  part  of  that  text  promifes  falvation  abfolutely  to  men,  whether 
they  believe  or  believe  not,  and  confequently  unbelievers  fliall  be  fev^ 
ed  as  well  as  believers }  and  the  negative  part  threatens  damnation 
abfolutely  to  finners,  as  finners  ;  and  confeqnently  all  finners  ft  all  be 
damned,  whether  they  believe  or  not :  or  elfe,  if  you  allow  neither  to 
be  abfohite,  but  that  none  can  be  faved  till  they  believe,  nor  any 
dannned  when  ihey  do  believe;  is  pot  that  a  conditional  promile  and 
threaienmg^ 
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jtrgument  II. 

If  God's  covenant  with  Abraham,  Gen.  xii.  2,  3.  and  that  Gen* 
xvii.  2, 3.  were  (as  you  fay)  pure  gofpeWcovehants  of  grace,  and  yet 
in  both  Tome  thiags  are  required  as  duties  on  Abraham's  part,  to 
make  bicn  p^akcr  of  the  benefits  of  the  promiles;  then  che  covenant 
of  grace  is  not  abfolute,  but  conditicnaL  9 

But  ifo  it  was  in  both  thefe  covenants  *,  Ergo* 

The  minor  only  requires  proof ;  for  which  let  us  have  recourie  to 
the  places,  and  fee  whether  it  be  fo  or  not. 

(i.)  For  the  firft  you  inftance  in  as  a  pure  gofpel-cove^antinade 
with  Abraham,  Gen.  xii.  2, 3.  I  muft  confefs,  as  you  difmembcr  the 
text^  p.  229.  by  chufing  out  the  fecond  and  third  verfes,  and  leaving 
out  the  firft,  which  was  the  trial  of  Abraham^s  obedience,  in  forfakdng^ 
his  native  country,  and  his  father's  houie;  I  fay,  give  me  but  this  li- 
berty to  feparate  and  disjoin  one  part  of  a  covenant  from  the  othier, 
and  it  is  eaiy  to  make  any  conditional  covenant  in  the  woxid  to  b^ 
come  abfolute ;  for  take  but  the  duty  required,  from  the  promife  that 
is  madcj  and  that  which  was  a  conditionalf  prefently  becomes  an  aUo- 
lute  grant,  Suppofe,  fir,  that  Abraham  had  refrifed  to  leave  his  dear 
native  country,  and  deareft  relations,  as  many  do|  think  you  that  the 
promifed  mercies  had  been  hjs  ?  I  muft  plainly  tell  you,  you  aSume  a 
ftrange  liberty  in  this  matter,  and  make  a  great  deal  bolder  with  the 
fcriptures  thaii  you  ought:  and  the  very  {kme  ufage  the  other  (cri^ 
tures  hath. 

(2.)  For  when  you  cite  jqmt fecond  covenant  with  Abraham,  you  on- 
ly cite  Gen*  xvii*  2,  3*  and  then  call  it  an  nhfoluU  go/ffeUawenani  f 
when  indeed  you  made  it  fo,  by  leaving  out  the  firft  verfe,  which  con-^ 
tains  thp  <;oiidition  or  duty  required  on  Abraham's  pact :  for  thus  mu 
the  three  firft  vetoes ;"  .And  when  Abraham  was.  ninety*nine  years 
old,  the  Lord  appeared  to  Abraham,  and  faid  unto  him,  I  am  the  AU 
mighty  God ;  walk  thou  before  me,  and  be  thou  pei^eft,  and  I  will 
make  my/covenant  between  me  and  thee,''  £cc.  Here  aiti  upright  coo^ 
verfation  b^rje.Qod  is  required  of  himi*  at  God's  entrance  into  this 
covenant  wUb  him;  but  that  is,  and  muft  be  ooutted,  and  cut  off,  to 
make  the  covenant  look  abfolute.  I  am  r^My  grieved  to  fee  the  farip- 
t^ts  thus  dealt  with  to  ferve  a  defign  !  ' 

Argument  III. 

If  all. the  promifes  of  the  gofpel  be  abfolute  and  unconditional,  re^ 
quiring  no  reftipulation  from  man,  then  they  cannot  properly  and  truly 
bcloogcto  thftnevPLCovoiant. 

But  they  do  properly  and  truly  bdpngtothe  new  covenant  t  tbtaxh 
fore  they  are  not.all  abfolute  and  unconditional. 

The  feqnel  of  the  major  is  only  liable  to  doubt  or  dental,  namely 
That  the  abfoluteneis  of  all  tlie  promiies  of  the  New  Teftament  cuts 
off  their  reUtioi^  to  a  covenant*,  but  thsit  it  doth  fo^  no  man<ao  depjs 
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that  underftands  the  difference  between  a  covenant  and  an  abfolufe 
promife,  A  covenant  is  a  mutual  com  paft  or  agreement  betwixt  parties, 
in  which  they  bind  each  other  to  the  performance  of  what  they  re- 
ipeftively  promifej  fo  that  there  can  be  no  other  proper  covenant 
where  there  is  not  a  reftipulation  or  re-obligation  of  one  parr,  as  well 
as  a  prpoiife  on  the  other :  but  an  abfolute  promife  binds  only  one 
party,  and  leaves  the  other  wholly  free  and  unobliged  to  anything,  in 
order  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  good  promifed.  So  then,  if  all  the 
New  Teftament  promifes  be  unconditional  and  abfolute,  they  are  not 
part  of  a  covenant,  nor  myft  that  worJ  be  applied  to  them  j  they  are 
abfolute  promiies,  binding  no  man  to  whom  they  are  made  to  any  du- 
ty, in  order  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  mercies  promifed  :  But  thofc  per- 
fons  that  are  under  thefe  abfolute  promifes,  muft  and  fhall  enjoy  the 
mercies  of  pardon  and  falvatipn,  whether  they  repent  or  repent  nor, 
believe  or  believe  not,  obey  or  obey  not.  Now  to  what  licentioufnel^ 
thb  dodiine  leads  men,  is  obvious  to  every  eye.  Yet  this  abfolute- 
ne(s  of  the  covenant  (as  you  improperly  call  if)  is  by  you  aflerted,  p.  229, 
.230.  There  is  (fay  you)  no  condition  at  all,  it  is  wholly  free  and  abfo- 
luXCfisxht  covenant  with  Abraham,  Gen.  zii.  a,  3.  Gen.  zvii.  2,3' 
Thank  you,  fir,  for  making' them  foj  for  by  cutting  offthe  firtt  vcrfcs, 
where'  the  duty  required  on  Abraham's  part  is  contained,  you  make 
.ihcm  what  God  never  intended  them  to  be.  And  the  fame  foul  plaf 
isinDcnt.  xtx.  where  youfeparate  the  plain  condition  contained inver. 
•ly  %*  from  the  promife,  ver.  6.  Or  if  the  condition,  ver.  i,  2.  be  not 
plain  enough,  but  you  will  make  it  part  of  the  promife,  I  hope  thai 
after,  in  ver.  lo.  u  too  plain  to  be  denied.  As  to  the  other  texts^ 
jnore  anon ;  mean  time  fee  how  you  deflroy  the  nature  of  a  cm- 
nant. 

OhjeB^  But  fay  you,  pag.  233.  To  impofe  new  conditions,  though 
never  fo  mild,  is  a  new  covenatatf  works  with  fome  mercy,  but  not  ^ 
covenant  rfgracCf  properly  fo  called. 

Sol.  It  is^  true,  if  thofe  works  or  a£b  of  ours,  which  God  reqairest 
be  ttoderftood  ojf  meritorious  works  inotirown  fireogth  and  power  to 
pafarmy  it  dcftfoys  the  fre£  grace  of  the  covenant ;  but  this  we  utter- 
Jy  rejeA,  and  fpeak  only  of  faith  wrought  in  us  by  the  Spint  of  God, 
which  receives  all  from  God,  and  gives  the  entire  gk>ry  to  God  f  £p^ 
ii.  5,  8. 

OiJeB.  But  you  will  fay.  If  faith  be  the  condition,  and  that  faith  t* 
not  of  ourfelves,  then  both  the  promje  and  the  condition  arc  on  Gods 
-part  (if  you  will  call  faith  a  condition)  and  fo  ftill  on  our  part  the  cvot" 
nant  is  abfolute. 

&/.  This  is  a  mifiake,  and  the  miftake  in  this  leads  you  into  all  the 
a«fi;  though  faith  (which  we  call  the  condition  on  our  part)  be  the 
gift  of  God,  and  the  power  of  believing  be  derived  from  God,  yc^  ^^e 
a  A  of  believing  is  properly  our  aft,  though  the  power  by  which  ''^.^' 
lieve  be  of  God ;  elfe  it  would  follow,  when  we  aA  any  grace,  as.faithj 
repentance,  or  obcdicncej  that  God  believes,  repents,  and  obeys  in  ^h 
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and  It  is  not  we,  but  God  that  doth  all  thcfc.  This,  I  hope,  you  will 
not  dare  to  affert  •,  they  arr.  truly  our  works,  though  wrought  in  CSk1'« 
flrcngth?  Ifa.  xxvi.  la.  "  Lord,  thou  haft  wrought  all  our  works  in 
us;"  i.  6.  though  they  be  our  works,  yet  they  ai'c  wrought  in  us  by 
thy  grace  or  ftrcngth. 

As  for  Dr  Owen,  it  is  plain  from  the  place  you  dte  in  the  doc- 
trine of  juftification,  p.  156,  he  only  excludes  conditions,  as  we  do,  in 
rcfpeft  of  the  dignity  of  the  aft,  as  is  more  plain  in  his  treatife  of  re* 
dcmption,  p.  103,  104.  in  which  he  allows  conditions  in  both  the  co» 
venants,  and  makes  this  the  diflFercnce,  That  the  Old  required  them,  . 
but  the  New  eflEefts  them  in  all  the  foedcratcs. 

I  know  no  orthodox  divine  in  the  world,  that  prefume s  to  thruft  in 
anj  work  of  man's  into  the  covenant  of  grac^f  as  a  condition,  which,  m 
the  Arminian  fie;nfe,  he  may  or  may  not  perform,  acci^rding  to  the 
power  and  pleafurc  of  his  own  free  will,  without  the  preventing  or 
determining  grace  of  God ;  which  preventing  grace  is  contained  in 
thoft  promifes,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  25,  26,  27.  &c.  Nor  yet  that  there  is 
any  meritorious  worth,  cither  of  comUgnky  or  congruity  in  the  Popiih 
fenfc,  in  the  very  juftifying  aft  of  faith,  for  the  which  God  juftifics 
and  faves  us.  But  we  fay.  That  though  God,  in  the  way  of  prevent- 
ing grace,  works  faith  in  us,  and  when  it  is  fo  wrought,  we  need  his 
aflifting  grace  to  aft  it,  yet  neither  his  affiding  nor  preventing  grace 
makes  the  aft  of  faith  no  more  to  be^«r  aft ;  it  b  wc  that  believe  ftill 
though  in  God's  ftrcngth,  and  that  upoin  our  believing,  or  not  believ- 
ing, we  have  or  have  not  the  benefits  of  God*s  promifes  \  which  is 
the  very  proper  notion  of  a  condition. 

Argument  IV. 

If  ali  the  promifes  of  the  new  covenant  be  abfolute  and  uncondi- 
tional, having  no  rcfpcft  nor  relation  to  any  grace  wrought  in  us,  nor 
duty  done  by  us,  then  the  trial  of  our  intereft  in  Chrift,  by  marks  jxnA 
ftgns  of  grace,  is  not  our  duty,  nor  can  we  take  comfort  in  fanfbfica-  . 
tion,  as.  an  evidence  of  our  juftification. 

But  it  is  a  Chriftian's  duty  to  try  his  intereft  in  Chrift  by  marks  and 
ftgns:  and  he  may  take  comfort  in  fanfUfication,  as  an  evidence  of 
juftiGcation.     Ergo^ 

The  fequcl  of  the  major  is  undeniably  clear  j  for  that  can  never  be 
afign  or  evidence  of  an  intereft  in  Chrift,  which  that  intereft  may  be 
without-,  yea,  and  as  •  Dr.  Crifpe  aJTcrts,  according  to  his  Antino- 
mian  principles,  <  Chrift  is  ours  (faith  he)  before  we  have  gracious 
qualifications ;  every  true  mark  and  fign  muft  be  infeparable  firom  tfiat 
it  fignifies/  Now,  if  the  works  of  the  Spirit  in  us  be  not  fo,  but  an 
btereft  in  Chrift  may  be  where  thefe  are  not,  then  they  are  no  pro- 
per marks  or  figns  5  and  if  they  are  not,'it  cannot  be  our  duty  to 

Vol.  VI.  Yy 

^  Dr  Crifpe,  oA  Vol  of  Cbrxft  cxrftcd,  Scrm.  14. 
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make  trfe  of  tkem  as  fucb,  and  confequently  if  we  (houkl,  thef  cad 
yield  us  no  comfort. 

The  mnor  h  plain  in  (criptnre ;  i  John  it,  3.  "  Hereby  we  do 
know  that  we  know  him>  if  we  keep  his  commandments.'*  The 
meaning  is,  we  perceive  and  difcem  onrfelvcs  to  be  fincere  bcBcTcrs, 
and  confoquentiy  tKatChrift  is  oar  propkiationi  whea  obedience  to 
hit  commands  is  become  faabitua)  and  eafy  to  us  ;  So  1  John  iii.  xjN 
«*  Hereby  we  know  that  we  are  of  the  truth,  and  (hail  afiurc  our 
hearts  before  him;''  r  #.  by  our  fincere  cordial  love  to  Chnft  and 
his  members^  as  vcr.  18.  this  (hall  demonftrate  to  us,  that  "irt  are 
the  children  of  truth;  and  again,  1  John  iii.  14.  m  We  know  that 
W0  are  palled  from  death  to  life;  becaufe  we  iov«  the  brethren  :" 
With  multitudes  more  to  the  fame  purpofe,  which  plainly  teach  Chrif- 
tians  to  fetch  the  evidences  of  their  juf^ification  out  of  their  fiunfiifi^ 
catioQi  and  to  prove  their  mtereftm  Chriil,  by  the  works  of  his  Spi- 
rit found  in  thetr  own  hearts* 

'  And  this  is  not  only  a  Chriftian^s  liberty,  but  his  commanded  doty 
to  bring  his  intereft  In  Chrtft  to  this  totichftone  and  teft ;  2  Cor. 
xHi.  y.  "  Examine  youriekes,  prove  yourfelves^*^  &c,  a  Pet.  i.  10; 
<^  -  Give  all  diligence  to  make  your  calling  and  election  fure ;"  i  '» 
jmxt  election  by  your  calling.  No  man  can  make  his  elefUon  fere  a 
pr$orii  nor  can  any  make  it  furer  than  it  hin/e,'  therefore  it  is  only 
capable  of  being  made  lure  to  us  a  po/hrhri ;  arguing  firooft  the  work 
of  ianJUfication  in  us,  to  Grod'is  eternal  choice  of  us. 

And  as  tlie  faints. in  all  ages  have  taken  this  courfe^  fi>  they  bare 
taken  great  and  lawfol  comfort  in  the  ufe  of  thefe  markssnd  figus  of 
grace ;  2  Kings  xx.  3.  a  Cor.  x.  ix 

I  am  ienfible  how  vehemently  the  Andnomian  party,  Dr  Crifpe, 
Mr  £yre,  and  fonie  others,  do  oppugn  this  truth,  repretenting  it  as 
legal  and  impraAicable  (for  they  ai:e  for  the  abPolute  and  unconditional 
nature  of  the  new  eoveffantf  as  well  as  you) ;  but  by  your  efpoufing 
their  principle,  jrou  have  even  run  Anabaptifm  into  Antmomxanifm ; 
apd  muft,  by  this  principle  of  yoursj  renpunbe  all  marks  and  trials  of 
an  intereft  in  Chrift,  by  any  work  of  the  Spirit  wrought  in  us.  Ton 
.  muft  only  ftick  to  the  immediate  fealings  of  the  Spirit  ^  whichi  if  fucb 
a  thifig  be  at  all,  it  is  but  rare  and  extraordinary. 

I  will  not  deny  but  there  may  be  an  immediate  tcflimony  of  the 
Spirit ;  but  fure  I  am  his  mediate  teftimony  by  his  graces  in  us,  is  his 
uiual  way  of  fealing  believers.  We  do  not  affirm  any  of  thefe  hi? 
works  to  be  meritorious  caufes  of  our  juftification  ;  or  thatj  confidercd 
abftrai£Hy  from  the  Spirit,  they  can  of  themfelves  fea^  or  cvideccc 
our  intereft  in  Chrift  ;  Neither  do  we  affirm,  that  any  of  them  arc 
complete  and  perfeft  works  ;  but  this  we  fay,  that  they  bebg  true 
and  fincere,  though  impcrfeft  graces,  they  are  our  ufual  and  ftanding 
evidences,  to  made  out  our  intereft  in  Chrift  by.  And  I  hope  youj 
and  the  whole  Antinomian/arfy,  will  find  it  hard,  yea,  and  iffipoiH« 
bki  to  remove  the  faints  from  that  comfortable  and  fcriptural  way  of 
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cxaininuig  their  intcreft  in  Chrift,  by  the  graces  of  bis  Spirit  in  them  I 
as  the  faintSi  who  are  gone  to  heaven  before  them,  have  done  in  aU 
generations. 

JfTinMKitt     ▼• 

If  t\xt  covenant  ^^ro^^  be  altogether  abToInte  and  unconditionalf 
requiring  nothing  to  be  done  on  our  partj  to  entitle  lis  to  its  benefits  i 
then  it  cannot  be  man's  duty  in  entering  covenant  with  Cod,  to  deli* 
berate  theterms^  count  the  coft»  or  give  his  confent  by  word  or  wn^ 
tin|^  explicitly  to  the  terms  of  this  covenant. 

But  it  is  man's  duty  in  entering  covenant  with  God,  to  deliberate 
the  terms,  and  count  the  coft ;  Luke  xiv.  261  to  34.  and  explicitly 
to  give  hb  confent  thereunto^  either  by  word  or  writing  :  Ergo, 

The  fequel  of  the  major  is  feif-evident :  For  where  there  are  po 
terms  or  conditions  required  on  our  part,  there  can  be  none  to  deli- 
berate, or  give  our  confent  to  i  and  fb  a  man  may  be  in  a  covenant 
without  his  own  confent. 

The  minor  is  undeniable  in  the  text  cited :  If  you  fay.  Theft  are 
duties,  but  not  conditions  $  I  reply,  they  are  fuch  duties,  without  the 
performance  of  which  we  can  have  no  benefit  by  Chrift  and  the  new 
covenant,  Luke  xiv.  33.  And  fuch  duties  have,  the  true  flifpending 
nature  of  conditions  in  them.  If  you  fay  they  are  only  fubfequent  du^ 
ties,  but  not  antecedent  or  concomitant  ads,  the  aSth  verfe  dire^lf 
oppofes  you :  Let  himfirftftt,  down  and  count  the  coft.  And  for  thofe  0  vert« 
9i£ts,  whereby  we  explicitly  declare  our  confent  to  the  terms  pf  the 
covenant,  at  our  firft  entering  into  the  bond  of  it,  I  hope  you  will  not 
fay,  that  it  is  a  kgal  covenant  too  \  Ifa.  Ifa.  xliv.  3,  4.  <<  I  will  pour 
water  upon  him  that  is  thirfty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground :  I  will 
pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  feed,  and  mf  bleffing  upon  thine  cff-fpring ; 
and  they  (hall  ffMrips  up  as  among  the  grais,  as  wilbws  by  the  waten- 
courtes :  One  CbaUlay,  I  am  the  Lord's,  and  another  ihall  call  himfelf 
by  the  name  of  Jacob ;  and  another  (hall  fubfcribe  with  his  hand  un- 
to the  Lord/'  &c«  A  plain  alluiion  to  foldiers,  when  they  lift  them- 
felves  under  a  captain,  or  general. 

W  hat  remains  now  to  reply  to  thefe  arguments,  but  either  that  the 
places  by  me  cited  ,and  argued  upon,  do  not  intend  the  new  covenant^ 
under  which  we  are  ;  or  that  this  new  covenant  hath  its  conditions^  and 
is  not  ahogether  abfolute,  as  you  have  aflerted  it  to  be. 

And  thus,  fir,  you  are  fairly  beaten  off  (if  I  miftake  not)  firom  the 
new  ground  you  had  choien  anid  marked  out  to  raifeyour  battery  tipon* 
to  demoIiOi  that  firong  fort  which  fecures  the  right  of  believers  in£mts 
£0  haptifmi  and  you  muft  return  again  to  the  ^  old  anfwers  of  Mr. 
Tomb^f  and  others,  to  our  folid  and  fubftantial  argument  from  A- 
braham's  covenant^  Gen.  xviL  which  have  been  baffled  over  and  over 
by  Baxter,  BlakCf  Sydenham,  and  many  other  fiout  champions  for 
infants  baptifnu 
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An  that  I  am  further  concerned  about,  is  to  examine  To  many  of 
thofe  fcriptures  as  you  have  fpoken  to,  which  are  by  us  product  in 
defence  of  thofe  four  grounds  or  principles  mentioned  in  the  begin- 
ning of  this  difcourfe,  whereon  we  eftablifh  the  right  of  hfants  hap- 
ti/m ;  and  to  vindicate  thofe  fcriptures  from  your  ftrained  and  injurions 
interpretations  of  them  :  Which  being  done,  they  will  each  of  them 
fland  iufthofe  eminent  places  of  fcrvice,  where  they  have  been  fo  long 
ufefiil  to  the  caufe  we  defend. 

As  for  your  pretended  folutions  of  the  incomparable  Mr  Baxter's, 
and  the  learned  and  accurate  Dr  Burthpgg*s  arguments,  I  admire  at 
your  confidence  therein  j  and  let  me  tell  you,  without  breach  of  cha- 
rity. It  is  an  high  piece  of  confidence  in  you,  to  throw  the  gantlet,  and 
bid  defiance  to  two  fnch  worthies  yet  alive,  and  eafily  able  to  detcft 
your  folly,  in  the  weaknefs  and  impcrtinency  of  your  anfwcrs.  Alas ! 
my  friend,  you  little  know  what  it  is  to  have  luch  weak  and  inartifi- 
cial difcourfes  as  yours  brought  under  the  drift  examen  of  fiich  acute 
and  judicious  eyes.     But, 


"Sic  dama  leonetn 


Infequitufy  audetque  viro  concurrere  virgo. 

Nor  will  I  prefume  to  anticipate  either  of  their  anfwers  toycurdif* 
courfe  (if  they  ftiall  think  it  worthy  of  an  anfwer)  5  but  rather  briefly 
refleA  upon  what  you  return  to  the  arguments  of  thofe  eminent  di- 
'vines  that  are  gone  to  glory  in  the  faith  of  that  truth  you  oppofe,  and 
are  not  capable  of  defending  their  folid  and  regular  interpretations  of 
fcriptures,  againU  the  notions  you  force  upon  them,  contrary  both  to 
the  grammar  ^md  fcope  of  feveral  of  them. 

Am'  here  fir,  in  the  beginning,  let  me  mind  you  what  a  learned  and 
judicious  perfon  faith,  about  all  interpretations  of  fcriptures :  "  Four 
things  f/aitk  be  J  commend  an  interpretation,  and  eftabli(h  it  as  a  king 
upon  the  throne,  againft  whom  there  is  no  rifing  up.** 

Firfff  If  the  letter  and  grammar  of  the  text  fairly  bear  it. 

Secondly,  If  the  fcope  and  argument  of  the  place  will  clofe  direftly. 
with  it. 

Thirdly,  If  the  interpretation  fct  up  againft  it,  cannot  ftand  before 
.both)  or  either  of  the  former. 

Fottrthly,  If  the  judgment  of  learned,  wife,  and  impartial  men  be 
found  generally  agreeable  to  it. 

According  to  thefc  rules  (whereat  you  can  have  no  jnft  exception) 
I  (hall  briefly,  yet  I  hope  clearly  and  fufiiciently,  anfwer  feme  of  the 
replies  you  make  to  the  arguments  of  thofe  deceafed  worthies :  And, 

(1.)  In  page  i.  you  produce  Mr  William  Allen's  argument,  edhi^ 
minenty  againft  your  practice:  *  He  tells  you,  yotnr  own  principle 
condemns  you }  for  you  rejeA  the  baptizing  of  infants,  becaufe  there 
19  po  example  in  the  New  Teflament  of  it ;  and  yet  baptise  pcrfons 
at  age,  whofe  parents  were  Chriflians  \  which  is  as  much  without 
8  gofpei  prccedenti  or  example,  as  the  former*    Th/um  rfyur  n^J 
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ts.  That  though  it  (hould  be  granted,  that  there  b  no  exprcfi  exam- 
pie  for  the  baptizing  fuch  in  fcripturc,  yet  there  arc  examples  enough 
concernbg  the  baptifm  of  believers/ 

Reply.  Here  you  grant  all  that  Mr  Allen  objcfts  ;  yiz.  <  That 
yoii  arc  altogether  with  outexample  or  precedent  for  your  pra£Uce : 
And  objcft  to  him  and  us,  what  hf  nor  we  ever  fcruplcd  or  denied  ; 
viz-  The  baptizing  of  fome  adult  pcrfons,  upon  the  perfonal  proicC- 
fion  of  their  faith.'  I  have  done  it  myfclf,  and,  in  like  circumftances, 
am  ready  to  do  it  again.  Once  you  clearly  yield  it,  that  you  have  no 
precedent  nor  example  for  your  praftice  jn  the  gofpel :  That  is  all  that 
he  feeks,  and  what  he  feeks,  you  plainly  grant.  As  to  the  precept 
and  examples  of  baptizing  adult  believers,  whofe  parents  were  unbe-  - 
lievcrs,  and  thenifclves  never  baptized  in  infancy,  that  is  not  the  point 
you  are  now  to  ipeak  to ;  nor  have  we  any  controverfy  about  it.  Cer- 
tainly you  are  none  of  the  fitteft  perfons  in  the  world  to  clamour  fi> 
loudly  againft  us,  for  want  of  exprefs  precedents  for  infants  baptifm^ 
whilft  yourfclf  confefles,  you  want  even  one  precedent  in  the  New 
Teftament  to  legitimate  your  own  praftice  \  and  in  the  mean  time  atfe 
found  in  the  finful  neglcft  of  a  fwcet  and  heavenly  gofpel-ordinancc^ 
viz.  the  finglng  of  pfa/msjior  which  you  have  both  precept  and  pre* 
cedent  in  the  gofpel,  Col.  iii.  t6.  James  v.  13.  i  Cor.  xiv.  26. 

(2.)  It  isobjefted  againft  you,  page  2,  «  That  if  the  commiffioH,^ 
Matth.  xxviii.  excludes  none  from  baptifm,  but  fuch  as  are  to  be  c»- 
cloded  1^  the  order  therein  to  be  obferved ;  and  if  baptizing  and 
teaching  are  to  precede,  or  follow  one  the  other,  as  there  named  bf 
Chrift,  then  thefe  two  conclufions  will  follow,  (i.)  That  infants 
arc  not  there  excluded  from  baptifm.  (2.)  That  a  perfon  may  be 
baptized,  before  he  be  taught ;  for  there  we  have,  Fir/It  MaOnrnwirri 
varra  r»  cSyti,  difciplc  all  nations  \  make  ihtm  difciples,  or  Chriftians. 
Secondly f  We  have  Barrt^ovTij  x«*  ^iAwrKo»Tf f  5  which  literally  to  tranl^ 
late,  is  baptizing  and  teaching.  Now  then  difcipling  being  a  ge- 
neral word,  that  contains  in  it  the  two  others  that  follow,  viz.  bap- 
tizing and  teaching  ;  and  being  the  imperative  mood^  whereas  the  * 
other  two  are  participles  ;  it  is  manifeft,  that  the  whole  com- 
mand or  commiflion,  is  given  in  that,  and  the  mode  of  execution  ia 
thefe.  And  if  the  mode  of  executing  that  general  commiffion  be  cx- 
prcflcd  in  thefe,  where  baptizing  is  firiV,  and  teaching  comes  after  ^ 
what  is  become  of  the  order  of  the  Antip^dohaptifts  that  have  been  (b 
long  talked  of  V 

The  fum  of  your  anfwcr  is,  *  That  if  baptizing  be  firfl,  and  teach- 
ing comes  after ;  then  it  will  follow,  that  the  apoftles  underftood  not 
•  their  commiflion  aright ;  for  they  fir  ft  preached,  and  then  baptized 
them  that  by  their  preaching  believed,  Afts  viii.  Afts  x.  Afts  iL 
with  many  other  places  you  heap  up  to  the  fame  purpofe.  And 
therefore  infants  muft  be  excluded  by  that  commiffion,  becaufe  un- 
capable  of  being  taught  And  therefore  let  us  criticife  as  we  pleafe 
upon  imperative  nmds  and  participles^  the  cafe  is  clear,  teaching  muft 
go  before  baptizing/ 
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Rtpfy*  It  had  bee^  more  modefi  to  fafpeft  that  you  anderftood 
not  the  text  aright,  than  that  the  apoftles  under ftood  not  their  com* 
miflion  aright.  The  order  of  the  words  (as  this  well-fbrtified  objec- 
tion declares^  and  you  cannot  deny)  puts  teaching  after  baching : 
And  though  we  (hould  allow  you,  that  they  difci(ded  adult  perfons  by 
teacting,  and  taught  others  baptized  in  inifancy,  after  their  baptizing 
them;  in  both  they  followed  their  order  and  commiffion,  in  difdpr'ng 
the  parents  by  preaching,  and  teaching  their  children  baptized,  by 
virtue  of  the  promife  to  them,  after  their  baptifm.  For  be  declares, 
ARs  ii.  <  the  promife  is  to  theo!,  and  to  their  children  i^  which  gi?es 
1  right  to  both  unto  baptifm  :  And  fo  teaching,  according  to  the  order 
df  this  commijjfon,  may  be  an  antecedent  duty  to  the  parent,  and  a  fub- 
lequent  duty  to  him  and  his  baptized  children.  For  if  uJMofv^^  in- 
cludes teaching  before  baptizing,  why  fliould  not  AiiattfWIif,  which  is 
pot  after  baptizing,  refpcA  the  fubfecjuent  duty  of  teaching  both  die 
one  and  the  other  i 

(3.)  Mr  Allen's  next  arguo^ent,  mentioned  by  you,  pag.';.  is  tak- 
in  from  Matth.  xix.  14.  <«  Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me, 
aud  forbid  them  not,  fof  of  fuchis  the  kingdom  of  hevitn!*  Whenee 
lie  argues  againft  your  ohjedtion,  of  the  incapacity  of  infants  for  bap* 
tifm  £  that  if  they  are  capable  of  interefti  or  memberfhip  in  the  kiog- 
^  dom  of  heaven,  or  church,  they  are  ec^ually  capable  of  the  fign  or  cog- 
nizance, wUch  b  baptifm. 

To  this  you  reply  three  things :  ( i.)  <  That  it  remains  to  be  pror- 
ed,  that  thefe  little  children  were  infants,  and  not  grown  boys  or  girbi 
capable  of  making  an  aAual  profeilion  of  their  faith  in  Chrift.  (2.) 
tt  is  doubtfulf  whether  they  were  for  the  prefent  in  the  kingdom  of 
God,  or  were  only  eleOed,  and  fo  in  time  (hould  be  of  his  kingdomi 
And  (3.)  whatever  they  were,  they  were  brought  unto  Chrifti  who 
bimfelf  baptized  not;  not  to  Us  difciples,  who  did  baptize/ 

Repfy. ,  Your  firft  exception  is  vain  and  groundlefs :  That  they  were 
very  young,  and  iittle  ones,  shears  not  only  by  Chrifl's  takhig  them 
in  his  arms,  but  from  the  very  notation  of  the  word  Ucuiwi  adinuou* 
tive  word,  (ignifying  a  little  child,  or  infant.  So  John  was  called, 
when  new  bom,  Luke  i.  76.  And  Chrift,  when  he  lay  in  the  mangor; 
and  Mofes,  when  among  the  flags.  And  if  this  be  not  enough,  St. 
Luke  gives  them  another,  Luke  xvii.  15.  ^afif9^^,  infants ;  a  word 
given  to  a  child  in  the  womb,  Luke  i*  41.  And  for  what  yon  objed 
out,  of  Pifcator,  that  the  fame  word  is  ufed  of  Timothy,  who  knew  the 
fcnptures  from  a  child}  it  is  an  evident  miftake  or  Ihift:  For  the  word 
is,  avo  fiit^^i  \  he  knew  them,  not  being  an  infant ^  but  from  his  chili' 
hod,  or  infancy  ,•  that  b,  when  he.had  pafied  his  infant-fiate,  in  which 
ftate  thefe  were  that  were  brought  unto  Chrift.  And,  (a.)  Where- 
as you  queftion  their  prefent  right  in  the  kingdom  of  Qod,  or  whc- 
therit  were  not  future,by  virtue  of  their  elciUon?  The  text  will  not  al- 
low your  interpretation^  Tv/tyof  totrnw  toM  Of  fuchis  not':  not,f0^Vi 
Jball  be,  the  kingdom  of  God.  Their  prefent  church-memberihip,  aiiert- 
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ed  by  Chrift)  is  alfo  a  known  rate,  to  regnbte  for  the  Ibture  the  dU* 
ciples  carriage  towards  them ;  which  was  too  fevere,  barlh,  and  there* 
fiyre  highly  difpleafing  to  Chrift:  But  by  telling  them  thej  were 
members  of  the  churchi  or  kingdom  of  heaven,  (they  being  very  pro* 
bably  Ac  infants  of  beli&ving  parents,  as  their  bringing  them  ualo 
Chrift  witli  fuch  aSe^lion,  tlu*ough  the  frowns  and  repulies  of  the 
difciples,  ihews)  he  gives  them  a  known  and  plain  rule,  how  to  di& 
tinguifh  infants^  and  regulate  their  carriage  towards  them ;  which 
God's  eleAion  can  never  be,  that  being  an  unrevealed  iecret.  And^ 
(3.)  Whereas  you  fay  Chrift  did  not  teptize  them :  I  reply  we  never 
urged  this  fcripture,  to  prove  he  did  fo ;  but  only  to  prove  their 
dmnh^memherfinp  ;  which,  methinks,  Chrift  afterts  as  plainly  as  words 
can  aflert  it^  whence  he  faith,  Offach  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  And 
though  you  ufe  to  quibble  at  the  word  To^i/lwv,  rffuch^  as  though  it  re- 
fpe£led  not  the  prefent  in&nts,  but  grown  perfons,  refembling  them 
in  humble  innocent  qualities;  Mr  Sydenham  hath  fufficiently  baffled 
that  interpretation,  by  Ihewing  its  inconfiftence  with  the  fcope  and 
argument  of  that  place,  and  how  ridiculous  this  (enfe  would  be,  when 
reduced  to  a  formal  argument. 

(4.)  Tht  fourth  argument  you  pretend  to  anfwcr,  pag.  8.  is  drawn 
from  1  Con  vii.  14.  "Elfc  were  your  children  unclean,  «  but  now 
are  they  holy.**  To  this  you  anfwer  two  things  i  ( i.)  That  the  holi« 
&efs  here  fpoken  of,  is  hot  a  foederal,  but  a  matrimonial  hoKnels^ 
namely,  bgitimacf  $  and  is  as  much  as  to  fay.  Your  children  are  no 
haftards,  feeing  one  of  you  is  a  believer* 

Rtply*  if  this  be  the  true  and  genuine  fenie  of  this  text,  then  all 
the  children  in  the  world,  not  immediately  defcended  from  one,  or 
both  befieving  parents,  muft  of  neceffity  be  all  baftards ;  their  parents, 
how  Solemnly  foever  married,  muft  Cve  in  uncleanneis :  And  what 
mad  work  (think  you)  will  this  afiertion  make  in  the  world  $  and  how 
many  tmlUons  of  perfons  will  it  nearly  touch,  both  in  point  of  honour 
and  Inheritance  f 

(2.)  You  fay,  though  the  holinefs  here  ijpoken  of,  fliould  be  allow- 
ed to  be  a  foederal,  or  covenant  holinefs ;  yet  for  want  of  an  exprefs 
inftitution,  it  will  not  warrant  our  practice. 

Ibply.  The  holinefs  of  the  children  being  granted  to  be  a  covenant 
holinefs,  none  can  deny  them  to  be  witlun  the  covenant  .*  how  elfe 
come  they  to  be  holy  by  covenant;  And 'if  within  the  covenant,  wha 
can  deny  them  the  inittating  fign,  which  is  baptifm?  Or  how  ibali  the7 
(ordinarily)  be'  vifibly  admitted  into  the  vifible  church  without  it  ^ 
The  connexion  betwixt  their  foederal  holinefs,  and  right  to  baptifm, 
will  appear  phin  enough  from  A^  ii.  3S,  which  you  come  next  to 
fpcak  to. 

(5.)  You  attempt  to  anfwer  Mr  Allen's  argument  from  A£b  ii.  38. 
"  Be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift,  for  the 
remiffion  of  fin$|  and  ye  (hall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Gboft.  For 
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the  promife  U  UQto  you»  and  to  yoar  children,  and  onto  aD  that  2st 
a£ur  off,  even  as  qfiany  as  the  Lord  our  God  fliall  call/' 

On  this  text,  youknovr,  we  lay  a  very  great  itreis  for  the  proof  of 
infants  haptifmi  and  deferves  a  remark,  that  you  wholly  fupprefs  our 
arguments  drawn  from  that  text,  but  however  return  an  anfwer  to 
them  alt,  fuch  as  it  is.  You  firft  tell  us,  «  The  promife  here  fiwkcn 
of,  is  not  a  promife  of  any  external  privileges,  bat  the  promife  of  the 
gofpel,  or  the  grace  of  God  in  Chriit  Jefus.' 

Secondly^  <  That  the  promift  was  not  to  their  children,  as  believers 
feed,  nor  to  them,  or  any  othef  uncalled  by  the  Lord  j  but  only  a 
promife  of  remiflion  of  fins,  and  receiving  the  Holy  Ghot^,  upon  their 
a^ual  repentance ;  which  infants  cannot  perform,  and  therefore  caa« 
not  here  be  intended.'  This  is  the  true  and  whole  fenfe  of  your  anfmr. 

Ripty*  Now,  becaufe  you  have  wholly  omitted  our  argwhtnt  froin 
this  text  (for  which  doubtlefs  there  was  Ibme  rcafoii)  I  think  royfelf 
obliged  to  let  the  world  know,  how  we  expound  it,  and  what  we  duly 
infer  firom<that  expofition  of  it ;  and  then  let  the  reader  judge^  whe« 
thcr  by  the  fore-mentioned  rules  of  a  juft  interpretation,  you  or  wc 
arc  in  the  right, 

(i.)  Wc  obferve  this  famous  text  to  coi^tain  the  firft  argument  wM 
by  the  apoftle,  after  Chrift's  afcenlion,  to  perfuade  the  Jews  to  cm- 
brace  CArifiianityt  by  repenting,  and  fubmitting  themfelves  to  ioptifm^ 
the  initiating  iign  of  it ;  and  therefore  here  we  juQly  expeCk  much 
%ht  about  this  controverted  point :  Nor  doth  the  apoiHe,  in  cbis 
text,  deceive  our  expeAation. 

(2.)  Wc  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  direft  and  proper  fcope  of 
this  place,  is  to  perfuade  the  Jews  (to  whom  St  Peter  preached)  to 
repent,  and  be  baptized.  This  you  allow,  when  you  fay,  p.  lo.  *  He 
ttfts  it  as  a  motive,  why  they  and  theirs  ihould  a£tually  repent,  and 
be  baptized.'    In  thefe  two  then  there  is  no  controverfy. 

(3«)  Wc  take  it  for  certain,  that  the  promife  here  referred  to  by 
Peter,  is  that  gracious  promife.  Gen.  xvii.  7.  '  I  will  be  a  God  to 
tbcc,  and  to  thy  feed  after  thee.'  The  adjoining  of  their  cbi/drffi 
to  them,  faith  Calvin,  (and  with  him  runs  the  general  current  of  ^- 
fofitorsj  depends  on  the  words  of  that  promife.  Gen.  xvii.  6.  If  yo" 
be  not  fatisfied  witb  this,  but  rather  will  refer  it  to  Joel  ii.  2 B.  you  are 
then  obliged  to  anfwer  Mr  Sydenham's  argument  aforthn,  from  that 
reference.  But  you  make  no  exception  at  all  to  this  accommodation 
of  it :  And  then  the  ienfc  muft  be  this  ;  the  promife  ihall  run  as  be-^ 
fore,  <  to  you  and  to  your  children.' 

(4.)  ^V  e  fay,  that  except  it  had  had  relation  to  the  tovenant  with  A 
braham,  there  had  been  no  occaiion,  or  rcafon  at  all,  here  to  have  men- 
tioned children  as  well  as  parents :  <  The  promife  is  to  yocf,  and  your  ^ 
children.'  It  had  been  enough,  if  he  had  only  intended  the  bcliev-j 
ing  parents,  exclufivc  of  theu:  infant- feed,  to  have  faid.  The  promife 
is  made  to  <  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  (hall  call/  What  reafon> 
or  occafion,  was  there  to  bring  in  their  children  at  all } 
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({.)  We  &ad  here  the  children  both  of  believing  Jews  and  Gentllef^ 
taentioned  in  the  promifei  accompanying  the  precept  Qfhptjfm;  and 
the  precept  to  theoi  btiilt  on  the  pronufey  as  tliat  which  gave  cheni 
their  title  to  baptifm  \  T/m»  ysip  irovxriAkK,  '*  For  the  proraife  is  to  yoi|| 
and  to  your  chUdren/'  In  the  fame  line  that  he  mentions  baptifm,  he  al- 
fo  oaentioiis  the  proiivfe  upon  which  their  right  is  founded  \  and  in 
the  fame  breath  with  wUch  he  mentions  rbeir  children,  he  alfo  men- 
tions the  promife  :  which  he  would  nerer  have  done,  had  his  defiga 
been  to  hav,e  excluded  their  children  from  both,  or  either  of  th^m; 
cfpecially  feeing  their  children  had  been  fo  long  in  the  pofl*eifion  of 
both.  Thefe  things  are  obvious,  natural,  and  every  way  agreeable^ 
both  to  the  grammar  and  fcope  of  the  text.     Whence  we  argue : 

Jrg*  U  the  proniife  be  the  (ame  to  believers  under jhe  gofpel,  that 
ever  it  was  to  Abraham  and  his  natural  feed ;  then  the  children  of  be^ 
iieverSf  by  virtue  thereof,  have  as  good  a  title  to  befti/^^  as  Abraham'li 
children  had  to  circumctfion. 

But  the  promife  is  the  fame :  Er^9^  Scc« 

Next  let  us  confider  your  anjkuers, 

(i.)  You  fay,'  The  promife^  herefpoken  tf^is  npt  a  pr9m\fe  cfanf  eti^ 
ternat  privUegef  but  the  promife  of  the  ^ofpel. 

Reply,  X  our  diftinfkion  is  vain  and  groundlefs  j  for  it  oppofetk 
promifes,  that  contain  external  privileges,  to  gofpel  promifes,  contra* 
ry  to  X  Tim.  iv.  8.  ^KGodlbefs  l^ath  the  promife  of  the  life  that  now 
is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come.^.  Secon^tyt  CircumdGon  then,  and 
baptifm  now,  which  have  both  theirfoQudation  in  that  prOmife,  coataiti 
privileges  in  them  of  both  forts.  This  no  man  can  deny,  but  he  that- 
thinks  it  no  privilege  to  be  admitted  into  the  vifible  church,  bv  the 
external  initiating  iign,  and  to  be  thereby  di(lingui(he4  from  the  ragan 
world.  You  have  no  warranty  therefore,  to  divide  thofe  things  Which 
God  hath  united. 

(a.)  i^ou'fay,  the  promife  %»as  tiot  to  them  asbelieversfeei^  nor  to  * 
^ny  uncalled  by  the  Lord. 

Rfply*  Your  meaning  b,  that  the{e  words  {as  maffy  as  the  Lordjhall 
cally  are  a  limitation  of  the  proinife  to  them  only,  whether  parents  or 
children,  that  are  actually  called;  Let  this  your  interpretation  be 
compared  with,-  and  examm^d  by  th«  fcope  of  the  text,  whii^hyoo 
con^£fed  before  to  be  a  motive  to  perfuadc  them  and  theirs  to  t^ 
^ntaace  and  baptifqi,  and  fee  if  it  can  ftand  bebre  it,  as  ours  doth* 
ror  if  this  be  the  meanings  then  the  apoftle^«  argument  oiuft  run  thus: 
I  exhort  ycni,  convinced  Jews,  to  repentance  and  Chriftian  bstptifm: 
ior  whereas  you,  and  your  cbildreni  have  hitherto  been  an  holy  feed, 
and  the  promife  formerly  was  to  them  .as  well  as  yoU  :  but  now  the 
cafe  is  altered :  it  you.yourfelves  repent^  and  be  baptised,  you  (hall 
have  the  benefit  of  the  promife  ^  but  ji^  fof  your  children  they  Ihall 
be  in  the  felf-fame  cafe,  and  (late,  mth  the  childreA\  of  Pagans  and 
io&dels.    Indeed  if  anf  of  your  children  (hall  hereafter  believe,  thej 
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Ihall  have  benefit  by  the  promife,  but  no  more  than  the  children  of 
•Pagans  and  infidds,  which  upon  repentance  (hall  be  equal  with  them. 
**  Repent  ye  therefore,  and  be  baptized  ;  for  the  promife  is  unto  voir, 
and  to  your  children  ''  This,  and  no  orher,  muft  the  apoAIe's  mo- 
tive be,  according  to  your  interpretation  and  iimkation  of  his  words. 

We  make  the  motive  or  argument  to  run  thus :  f  God  'hath  now 
remembered  his  covenant  to  Abraham,  in  fending  that  bleffedfced,  in 
whom  he  promifed  to  be  the  God  of  him,  <ind  his  feed;  yea,  and  of 
•all  believing  Gentiles,  as  well  as  Jews  atid  their  children  :  do  not  you 
therefore,  by  your  unbelief^  deprive  both  yourfeivcs,  and  your  dear 
children,  of  the  mercies  and  privileges  of  fo  great  a  promile?  «*  Re- 
•pent,  therefore,  and  be  baptized  5  for  the.  promife  is  unto  yoti,  and  to 
yoiir  children,'*  &c.  Let  the  impartial  reaxler  judge  both,  and  the  ac- 
knowledged (cope- of  the  place  determine  the  matter.  And  as  it  can- 
not (land  wfth  the  fcope  of  the. place,-  fo  nehher  (as  Mr  Sydenham  * 
*hath  plainly  cwinced)  with  the  grammar  of  thcr  text,  nor  rules  of  logic, 
by  which,  according  to  your  expofition^  the  Word  [children']  muft  be  re- 
dundant and  fuperfluous,  as  heing  neither  comprehended  under  Jc«$ 
or  Gentiles,  thofe  that  are  near,  or  far  off:  into  which  two  claflcs, 
er  ranks,  the  text  diflributes  the  whole  world;,  but  mud  (land  out  of 
the  text,  as  a  party  by  themfelves,  though  exprefly  mentioned  in  if, 
as  thofe  to  whom  the  promife  belongs.     Bot  enough  of  this. 

(6.)  Having  vindicated  A^  ii.  38.  39.  which  confirms  our  fourth 
aSertion,  viz.  the  identity  of  the /rww^  the  Jews  were,  and  we  arc  un- 
der j  we  proceed  next  to  vindicate  Col.  ii.  8,9,  10,  r  1,1 2,  where- 
by we  prove  the  fucceifion  of  haptifm  to  arcumcifim^  and  vlndiate  it 
from  that  foreign  jTenfe  you  force  upon  it,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
text,  as  well  as  of  our  infants ,  whom  you  exclude  from  any  concern- 
'ment  therein. 

•  Without  any  reprefentaticm  at  alt  of  the  grounds  on  which  we  pro- 
ceed, to  prove  thje  fucceffion  of  this  ordinance  to  that,  you  (as  nihly 
as  confidently)  call  it  a  groundlefs  inference  %  which,  whether  it  be  or 
no,  let  the  impartial  judge,  when  they  fhall  fee  the  grounds  on  which 
we  build  that  aflertion*.  ^    • 

( I .)  It  is  out  of  controverfy,  that  the  ftope  of  this  place  is  to «ake  off 
the  Coloffians  from  circumcifton^  and  other  Jewilh  rites  and  ccfemonits, 
which  the  falfe  teachers  at  that  time  earneillly  endeavoured  to  reduce 
them  to  \  as  appears  ver.  4.  tO:  b^:hts  plain  defign :  «  And  thb  I  fafi 
•left  any  man  (hould  beguile  yon  with  enticing  words.**  And  he  faith 
•k  with  great  concernment  pf  mind,  as  appears  ver  i.  .-. 

(a.)  It  is  aspiaSiiy  that  the  argument  by  which  he  eftdblHk^  them  in 
<the  truth  of  the  gafpel,  and  fecures  them  againft  the  dan^  of  re- 
turning to  thofe  Jewifli  ritesy  efpecially  circumcifion,  is  drawn  from 
their -completenefs  in  Chrift  without  it ;  ver.  91  and  10.  And  that 
whatibever  they  had  under  circumdfion,  they  now  enjoy  in  as  com* 

^mmkmmmmix  ■>    i  .  m  una  ■      n i    ..         ■    .    »      "     i 

'  '  *  nifast  Biptiiin,  p.  44»  45* 
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pletc  and  full  a  meafure  and  manner,  as  ever  Abraham  and  his  feed 
did.     ««  And  ye  are  complete  jn  him/'  (i.  c.*)  in  Chrift, 

(3.)  To  evince  thisi  he  inAanceth  in  the  very  cafe  then  tinder  de- 
bate, vi2  circumcifion,  ver.  if,  I2-  And  firft  aiftjnguifliing  of  a  two- 
fold circnmcifion,  one  made  with,  and  the  other  without  hands,  which 
he  calls  the  circumctfion  ofChrj/t:  he  tells  them,  as  to  both  of  thcfe, 
(namely^  inward  circumcifion  of  the  heart,  and  the  external  fign  there- 
of too)  both  arc  fully  anfwered  in  baptifm ;  **  In  whom  aHb  ye  arc  * 
cirqioicilcd  with  the  circumcifion  made  without  hands  ;  in  putting  off 
the  body  of  the  fins  of  the  fiefli,  by  the  circumcifion  of  Chrift,  bu- 
ried with  him  in  baptifm,"  ver.  ii^  12.  That  is,  look,  a»  before  in- . 
ward  circumcifion  bf  the  heart  was  fignified  by  outward  circumcifion 
of  the  fle(h,  as  the  proper,  dh-eft,  and  appointed  fign  of  it ;  fo  now, 
the  fome  inward  circumcifion,  or  regeneration  of  the  foul,  is  as  really 
and  fully  fignified  to  you,  by  the  new  gofpel  fign  of  if,  which  is  bap- 
tifm :  and  therefore  you  are  as  complete,  in  refpeft  both  of  outward  and 
inward  privileges  now,  as  <ver  Abraham  and  his  feed  were.  Do  but  - 
convert  the  propofition,  amd  fuppofe  the  apoftle's  defign  had  been  to. 
take  them  off  from  baptifm,  and  bring  them  back  to  circumcifion ; 
and  in  order  to  k  had  faid;  « In  whom  ye  are  alfo  baptized  with  the 
baptifm  of  Chrift,  being  circumcifed  with  him;"  would  not  the  fub- 
flitution  of  circumcifion  in  the  place  of  baptifm  have  been  clear  ?  And 
why  is  not  this  as  clear  ias  that  would  have  been  i 

(4  )  We  farther  fay.  That  except  he  had  intended  in  thefe  words 
to  have- placed  baptifm  as  an  external  ordinance,  rn  place  and  ttead  of 
outward  circumcifion,  he  Could  never  have^  pitched  upon  a  worfc  in- 
ftance  than  that  of  circumcifion j^vhich  was  fo  much  valued  by  them: 
yea,  from  the  very  infiance  he  brings,  he  had  put  a  firong  objeaion 
into  their  mouths,  againf^  hi^  aflertidn,  ver.  10.  That  we  are  every 
way  as  complete  without  it,  as  the  Jews  were  with  it ;  for  then 
their  children  enjoyed  an  ordinance  of  great  value,  which  ours  are 
deprived  of,  having  none  tinder  the  gofpel  in  lieu  of  it.  Hence  we' 
argue : 

Argument.  If  the  ordinance  of  bapti(pfi  now  be  appointed  toanfwer 
the  fame  ends  that  the  circumcifion  did  to  the  Jews,  and  to  make  us 
every  way  as  complete  in  privileges  as  circumcifion  did  them,  then  it 
comes  in  the  place  and  room  of  it ;  and  our  children  have  the  fame 
^ght  to  tljis,  as  theirs  had  to  that. 

But  the  antecedent  is  plain,  from  the  Icope  and  argument  of  the 
'  apofile  in  this  text  and  context :  Ergo^  So  is  the  confequent. 

The  fum  of  your  anfwer  is,  (i .)    « That  circumcifion  in  the  flefli,  is 

I  neither  expreflcd  nor  meant  here,  but  that  of  Chrift  in  his  own  perfon. 

I  (^.)  That  if  baptir^Q  had  been  intended  to  have  come  in  the'place  of 

circumcifion ;  then  it  would  follow,  that  females  muft  be  excluded 

from  baptifm.' 

1     Rfph.  Your  firft  anfiwr  is  manifcftly  falfij :  for  if  the  apoftlc'dif- 
'  ^nguiCbes  of  a  twofold  circumcifion,  one  made  with  hands,  the  other 
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made  withon^  h^Q^s  \  theo  ir  19  m^ifcft»  hc^  nru^ans  the  eircvmajlon  in- 
iheflejb^  which  is  now  ^bO'iIhedi  vpA  al)  its  ends  and  ufes  anfweredni 
i^ltfl  ^^fi\f^'  And  whereas  you  ik^»  The  circumcifion  here  fpokea 
off  is  no  Qther  ttut  the  circumcifion  of  Cbrift  in  bis  own  perfon ;  I 
wcmld  g;l9|dl/  know  how  thj:  Coloifians  are  faid  to  be  circumcl&d  in 
Chrii^'s  peripnal  drcumcjfion  onlj?.  And  whether  the  btfttfm  hers  fpof 
k<^  olf  wbpr,e.wi(b  they  are  fspd  to.  b^  iurseif.^h  him^  be  not  mpnt 
of  Chriil's  perippal  baftifm  too ;  and^  confequcntly,  there  is  no  need 
of  the  outUKSurd  ordinance  to  i^ais  upon  theniy  or.  us ;  but  erpedally^  it  is 
Worth  while  for  j^ou  to  explain  the  reaiou  whj;  be  calls  the  ColoHians 
circumcifioni  a  circunfcifion  9/  Chrij^  fnadf  witifinii  bands^  if  he  0DI7 
ix^tends  Chrift's  prriooal  drcumqfipn\  when  we  all  knonf ,  that  Chnil's 
Phonal  cir^umcjftQn  w^  \  eirtumqfion  fnade  with  bands ;  and  cavAi 
not  po^blj  be  iucb  zdr^umcj/hn  as  theirs  was^  confifiing  in  the  pid' 
ting  o^  the  body,  of  tb<r  fins  o{  the  flelh,  or  mortification  of  their 
ODtxnptions*  Qirift  had  no  fin  \sj,  prqpagationt  to  pot  off  or  mortiiy 
^  his  own  p€r(on. 

'  ( 2. )  Tour  fecond  mifwer  is  no  lefs  abfiird ;  Thirty  if  baptifin^  accori^ 
tpg  to  our  a^ganii/ent^fuecetis  in  thplac^  of  drcumafiofi^  ^enftmales  muji 
6c  excbidtdjram  he^tifm.  Tou  had  as  good  have  faid,  that  theenkrge- 
ment  of  the  privilege  under  the  gofpely  is  po  good  medium  to  prove 

5 e  are  as  complete  now  under,  h^jfin  as  they  wete  under  dr£umifioit> 
annot  kapttfm  ftand  in  tbe  place;  of  circumctfianj  becaufe  it  anfwers  all 
its  ends  with  an  advantage  ?  l!!his,  to  me«  is  a  very  ftrange  anfwer; 
however,  it  muft  ftand  in  the  place  of  a  better,  rather  than  j^^^/^ 
ihall  ftand  iu;  the  place  of  circtimafion. 

ObjeQ.  Bjat  libaptifm  fiicceed  in  i\^  room  of  circtimcifionj  and  there 
be  fuch  an  analogy  betwixt  them,  as  you  pretend  ;  then  it  will  foiioiv, 
t|;ia^  you  are.  obliged  to  iaptiisfjour  children  on  tbe  eighth  day  as  they 
circumcifid  theirs* 

Sof.  The  objection  is  frivolous  and  vain :  no  n^an,  that  I  knor, 
doubts,  but  the  Lord's  fupptr  fucceeds  in  th^  room  and  place  of  the 
fajfover,  Chrift  was  tlic  fubftancc  of  that,  as  well  as  this ;  anJ  that 
^as  abrogated  by  his  inftitutioii  of  this,  the  very  f;ime  night:  as  foon 
as  he  and  his  difciple?  had  cei^b-ated  tbe  one^  the  other  was  icili- 
tuted^  and  iqimediately.  fuaceeded  it.  And  yet  Cbriftians  are  cot  o« 
bUged  to  the;  fame  month,  day,  01;  hour,  for  tbe  c^Wbratioa  of  the 
Lord's  fupper :  the  analogy  is  betwixt  th^  fubftantial  parts  of  both; 
amo^gft  which,  the  fpkitual  oiyft;ery|.  principal  ends,  ai^d  proper  fnb^ 
jeiSte,  are  of  principal  coniUerationi  not  the  minuter  cjrcumftances  of 
tjpie  sMid.pUce.  lathe  ^^a^^!  and  tiae  Lord^sfupfier^  there  is  a  cor* 
refpon^ence  betw;xt tbe.  projper  fulgeili  of  both.  \i{o  uoctrcumcifed 
pqrfon.  or  ftrangcr  to  the  eoiunuua^  mx^i  eat  ^f  tfaat^  Exod.  xii.  43y 
4]$.  Hq  ux|bc]ieving  jp^&n,  uncircumcife^  in  hearty  hat^i  a  right  to 
ttiis,  I  Cor.  xi.  27,  28.  So  in  the  other;  the  infants  of  Go^-s  cove- 
mnt^d  pM^e  w^c;  theprofXjr  iobie^b  oi^  ckwmafiQtKih^f  and  fo 
tti^jr  2Mp^  (uf  we)  oiiflj^i^mw  i  four  ibz  fmc  promife  is  ftill  ;o  be« 
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}urers  aod  their  chiUreD,  Ads  ii.  3S,  39.  Here  lies  the  aQalogyi  and 
upt  in  the  Triable  circumflfaoces  of  time. 

Wbersaft  fou  fay,  p.  12.  Baptifm  cannot  fucceed  ctrcumcifion^  be« 
caufe  it  leaves  no  cbara£ter  or  mark  upon  tbe  body^  as  that  did*  This 
very  Qb|e£lion  of  yours  is  borrowed  in  exprefs  words  from  Socinus,  that 
enemy  of  Chrift,  in  ^p.  de  bapt.  p.  1 13,  and  fully  anfwercd  by  Mac^ 
€mus%  Ice* ccm.  p.  83.0,  83 1* 

0^^.  But  it  will  be  further  fatd^  That  according  to  our  o|^nion» 
there  can  be  no  analogy,  01*  correfpondcncy,  betwixt  the  very  fub» 
jefifi  of  both  ordinances  :  for  mfanUy  at  eight  days  old,  were  the  pro- 
per ful^eAs  of  circuntcjfion  ;  but  the  fubjeOs  of  bapiifm  were  adult  be* 
Ueversj  from  the  time  of  its  firft  inllitution  :  and  fo  the  analogy  fails 
in  the  very  fubje£ls. 

&/.  This  objection  is  grounded  upon  a  great  miftake :  it  is  your 
opinion,  not  ours,  that  deflroys  it  *,  for  with  us  it  lies  fairly  in  thefe 
three  refpe^b  of  it.  ( 1.)  We  find,  that  at  the  firft  inftitution  oicir* 
cutncifion^  Abrahaoi)  the  father,  at  ninety  years  old,  and  atl  the  meQ 
of  his  houfe,  were  Gr&  circumci/edt  Gen.  xvii.  25,  26,  27.  Anfwer* 
ably,  at  the  firft  inftitution  of  &ii//^,  parents,  maftersof  famUies,  &c. 
being  adult  ^lievers,  were  firft  baptized.  (2.)  After  the  ciraanm 
cjfion  of  Abraham,  apd  the  men  of  his  hou(e,  their  iftfa/it-fegd  were 
iSo  arcumcifed^  tfa^  promife  belonging  to  them,  as  well  as  their  pa* 
rents.  Anfwcjrably,  under  the  g^pel^  tbe  whole  families  of  believers 
were  baptized  \  and  the  promife  runs  to  their  infants  under  the  j*^/^ 
.  as  it  did  before.  Acts  ii-  39*  (3.)  As  in  the  days  of  circumcijkm^  if 
any  ftrangcr  that  had  not  been  circumcifed  in  his  infancy^  fhould  after- 
ward t)ecome  a  proielyte,  and  join  himfelf  to  the  Lord,  he  was  to  be 
circu/nd/edf  of  whatever  age  he  was :  (b  now,  if  any  infidel  fhall  bo 
converted,  he  b  to  be  baptized,  Upon  his  perfonal  profeifion  of  faith : 
and  fo  much  for  the  analogy.  As  far  your  correfpondcncy  of  identity, 
I  cannot  underftandit. 

I  meet  whh  little  more  in  your  firft  part,  wherein  I  have  anycoOf* 
cernment ;  only  there  I  find  four  arguments,  in  mood  and  figure,  a- 
gainft  the  ianovation  of  Jymbalical  rites,  by  human  authority,  into  the 
worfhip  of  God ;  which  i$  certainly  the  beA  page  in  your  book :  and 
of  them  I  have  nothing  to  fay,  but  that  they  are  good  ware  i  and  I 
very  well  know  the  mark  and  number  of  that  panel  ot  goads,  and  to 
whopn  they  properly  belong. 

3ut  yet  before  I  dirmifs-  your  bool^  I  think  myfelf  concerned  ta 
vindicate  one  place  of  fcripture  more,  viz.  Rom.  xi  16,  17.  which 
I  alledged  in  the  beginning  for  the  confirmation  of  our  firft  prqh 
pofition,  viz.  That  God's  covenant  with  (Abraham,  Gen.  xvii.  is 
the  iame  covenant  for  fubftance  we  Gentile  believers  <ire  now  un* 
dcr.  «  If  the  firft- firuits  be  holy,  the  lump  is  alfo  holy:  and  if  the 
root  be  holy,  fo  are  the  branches.  And  if  fome  of  the  branches  be 
broken  off,  and  tliou,  being  a  wild  olive,  wert  graffed  in  amox^ 
thejp^  and  with  them  p^ takeil  of  the  root  and  fatnefs  of  the  oUyo- 
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tree,  boaft  not  againft  the  branches,'  &c.  This  place  is  defervedly  of 
great  value  with  us,  to  prove,  that  we  Qentilc  believers^  with  our  i«- 
fant'^eedy  are  invefted  under  the  gofpel  with  the  fame  fubftantiai  privi- 
leges that  the  Jews  and  their  infants  formerly  enjoyed.  Here,  with- 
out opening  one  term,  you  proceed,  in  your  wonted  manner,  confi- 
dently to  deny  the  arguments  of  our  learned  divines  boxtt  this  place. 
I  fhall  therefore  open  this  famous  text,  and  regularly  deduce  the  right 
of  Gentile  believers  irfant^  to  hapiifm  from  it.  And  here,  keeping  to 
the  rules  above ; 

(i.)  I  note,  that  verfes  13,  14,  15,  give  us  the  true  level  and 
fcope  of  the  apoftle's  argument,  which  is  to  prove  the  calling  in  again 
of  the  Jews,  though  for  the  prefent  broken  off;  and  on  this  ground 
to  excite  himfelf  to  all  diligence  for  their  converfion,  and  fupprefs  all 
glorying  and  boa/ling  in  the  Gentile  believers^  as  if  they  were  more 
worthy  than  thofe,  becauft  they  fill  their  rt)oms  and  places. 

(2.)  To  prove  the  calling  again  of  the  Jews,  he  argues  ftronglyi 
▼erfc  16.  from  tht federal  hoVaitk  derived  to  the  branches  from  their 
root  or  anceftors ;  namely,  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  with  uhom 
the  covenant  was  made,  Gen.  \y\u  <  For  if  the  firft-fruit  be  holy,  the 
lump  is  alfo  holy  ?  and  if  th«  root  be  holy,  fo  are  the  brgilches  i  i.  e. 
Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  being  in  covenant  with  God,  a  fcsaeral 
hoUnefs  is  from  them  derived  to  the  branches.  And  thb  can  be  no 
other  than  zfxderal holinefs^  becaufe  thofe  their  anceflors  were  utterly 
incapable  to  tranimit  any  inherent  holinefs  to  them,  that  being  the 
incomxnnnicable  prerogative  of  God.  This  fasderal  holinefs  lying  ftill 
in  the  root  {the  covenant  with  Abraham)  will  recover  the  branches  a- 
gain  to  iifcp  though  at  prefent  many  of  them  be  broken  off;  as  Job 
^aks  in  another  cafe.  Job  xiv.  7,  8,  9.  *  There  is  hope  of  a  tree,  tho* 
it  be  cut  down,  that  it  will  fprout  again,  and  that  the  tender  branch 
thereof  will  not  ceafe  ^  though  the  root  thereof  wax  old  in  the  earth, 
and. the  ftock  thereof  dry  in  the  ground  ;  yet  through  the  fcent  of 
water  it  will  bud,  and  bring  forth  boughs  like  a  plant/ 

(3.)  We  affirm,  by  the  authority  of  this  text.  That  all  the  Jewiih 
Bation  was  not  broken  off,  but  only  a  part  of  it :  So  the  1 7th  verfe 
plainly  declares  j  <  And  if  fome  of  the  branches  be  broken  off,'  &c. 
Not  all,  but  fome ;  for  many  of  them  were  converted  to  Chrid ;  we 
read  of  three  thouland  at  one  fermon,  A^s  ii.  and  multitudes  more 
at  other  times.  All  thcfe  converted  Jews  flood  in  the  apoftle's  time 
as  branches  in  the  true  olive,  fiill  enjoying  all  their  privileges;  and 
that  which  brake  off  them  that  were  broken  off,  was  nothing  elfc  but 
their  own  unbelief :  Ver.  20.  •  Well  then,  becaufe  of  unbelief  they 
were  broken  off.*  For  at. the  promulgation  of  the  gofpel,  a  new  arti- 
cle was  added  to  their  creed ;  namely.  That  this  iame  Jefus,  whom 
they  had  crucified,  is  the  promifed  and  true  Meffiah.  1  his  fome  be- 
lieved, and  fo  flood  by  faith,  flill  enjoying  all  their  ancient  privileges 
of  the  covenant :  Qthers  believed  not,  and  their  unbelief  broke  them  off. 
.  (4.)  We  find  in  this  place  two  forts  of  braniches  growing  upon  thi^ 
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toot  Abraham;  feme  natural  branches;  .nainel7>  Jews  by  nature^ 
embracing  Chrijft  by  faith ;  others  wild  and  foreign  brandies,  viz. 
Gentiles  by  nature,  but  ingrafted  by  faith,  and  by  their  ingrafture 
growing  among  the  natural  branches,  and  with  them  partaking  of  the 
root  and  fatneis  of  the  olive-tree,  verfc- 17.  that  19,  the  rich  privileges 
of  the  covenant  and  promife  to  Abraham,  Gen*  xvii.  <  I  will  bi;  a  God 
to  thee,  and  to  thy  feed/  This  i^  the  fwect  juice.  Or  fatneis  of  the 
olive-tree,  which  both  fort  of  branches  Eve"  upon,  ver.  17.  fome  on  the 
external,  others  on  the  internal ;  fome  on  both. 

(j.)  Thefe. naturally  wild,  but  now  ingrafted  branches,  viz.  the  he* 
lievlng  Gentiles^  being  grafted  by  faith  amongft  the  natural  branches^ 
and  with  them  fuclcing  the  fatnefs  of  the  fame  root  and  olive  ;  that  is 
to  fay,  the  privileges,  ordinances,  and  franchifes  of  the  church ;  we 
cannot  but  judge  it  to  be  a  natural,  clear,  and  neceilary  confequent^ 
that  the  fame  privileges  the  natural  branches  once'  hacl,  and  the  re- 
maining branches  (amongft  whom  the  Gentile  believers  were  ingrafted) 
then  had ;  the  very  fame  the  Gentile  believers ^  and  their  children,  do 
how  enjoy,  by  virtue  of  their  intereft  in  the  (ame  root ;  elfe  we  can- 
not underftand  how  we  (hould  be  faid  to  partake  ivith  them  of  the  root 
and  fatnefs  of  the  olive.  Certainly  the  fap  is  the  fame  which  the  root 
fends  into  all  the  branches,  whether  they  be  natural,  or  ingraftedones^ 
and  is  as  plentifully  communicated  to  the  ingrafted,  as  to  the  natural 
branches  :  For  the  watering  of  this  olive  with  the  more  rich  and  plen- 
tiful grace  of  thegofpcl,  muft  make  the  olive-tree  as  fat  and  flouriQi- 
ing  as  ever  it  was,  to  fupply  all  its  branches,  and  more  than  ever  be- 
fore. 

Seeing  then  we  Gentiles  have  ( i.)  the  fame  grafting  into  the  true 
olive ;  and  (2.)  that  our  prefent  grafting  in,  is  anfwerable  to  their 
prefent  cafting  out ;  and  (3.)  that  their  re-ingrjifting,  in  the  end  of 
the  world,  fhall  be  the  fame  for  fubftance  that  ours  now  is,  and  their 
own  firft  was :  For  when  they  were  firft  taken  in,  they,  and  their 
children,  were  taken  in  together  ;  when  they  were  broken  off,  they 
and  their  children  were  broken  off  together ;  and  when  they  ikall  be 
taken  in  again,  they  and  their  children  (hall  be  taken  in  again  :  And 
{4O  feeing  all  thefe  tlieir  expelled  mercies  are  fecured  to  them  by  the 
toyenant  made  with  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  which  will  extend  a- 
gain  to  them  when  their  unBelief  fhall  be  taken  away ;  methinks  (as 
^^  faid  before)  nothing  can  be  clearer  than  this  conclufion.  That  we 
Gentile  believefs  are  now  inverted  with  the  fame  privileges  they  once 
enjoyed ;  and  our  children  have  the  fome  foederal  holinefs  or  relation 
Jo  the  covenants  theirs  had,  by  being  grafted  amongft  them,  and  liv- 
I'^g  on  the  fame  fap  they  did,  and  that  by  the  fame  promife,  Afts 
li.  39.  '     ^      ^ 

^  But  you  win  fay.  There  is  no  mention  here  made  of  the  graft- 
'pg  in  of  our  children  with  us.  We  reply,  Neither  is  there  any  men- 
*iort  here  made  of  the  breaking  off  of  their  children  with  them ;  which 
yet  was  fo.    Nor  wjg  there  need  to  fay  itj  feeing  both  theur  infants 
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ud  oars  are  comprehended  in  xhtparentst  as  tvigs  are  compsrehcnded 
in  the  branch>  or  buds  in  the  graft,  and  the,  one  being  hoIj>  To  is  the 
.other.  And  xVizJkderal  hoBnefs  of  the  childreH  is  not  only  mentioned 
In  thischapter^ver.  i6.  but  alio  in  i  Cor.  vii.  14.  Kow  an ymsr  chiU 
Am  holy.  And  the  very  fame  promlfey  which  conveyed  the  &tnefs  oJF 
the  olite  to  Abraham's  natural  feed^  manifeftly  extends  itfelf  to  the 
Centiie  Mie^rs  feed,  Afts  ii.  38,  39.  And  if  men  will  not  (but  their 
eyes,  and  ftudy  eva&ons,  what  can  be  plainer  fi'om  fcripture  than  this 
explication  and  application  of  this  place  ?  Wc  have  with  us  the  coo- 
lent  of  the  generality  of  orthodox  cxpofitors  5  the  fcnfc  itfclf  is  gc* 
nuine,  eafy,  and  unconflrained,  agreeable  with  the  letter  and  fcope  of 
the  text.  Whether  the  fenfc  you  ftt  up  againft  it,  be  as  probable  as 
diis,  we  come  next  to  examine.  And  truly,  fir,  your  anfwer  is  ambi- 
guous as  a  Delphic  oracle :  For  (x.)  you  tell  us,  p.  8.  'fiiat  the  j^rj/?- 
mgj^hn  of  in  this  place ^  is  into  tie  inviftbU  churchy  by  ele£Iion.  Vft  fay, 
it  is  into  the  vifible  church,  by  profeflion  of  &ith  ;  for  we  know  not 
how  to  underftand  any  breaking  off  from  the  invifiblc  church,  or  fal- 
ling from  eleftion :  But  it  is  like»  you  better  confidered  the  coofe- 
quents  of  that  opinion,  drawn  upon  you  by  Mr  Sydenham,  in  his 
Sjth  page  \  and'therefore,  naufeating  thofe  dregs  of  ArminianifiDi 
I'ou  fpeak  more  orthodoxly  to  the  point,  page  27,  where  youhoneftly 
acknowledge.  That  the  church  of  the  Jews  and  Gentiles^  as  to  the 
true  eflence  and  inward  fubflance  of  either,  is  one  and  the  fame :  In 
#hich  refpeft,  the  believing  Gentile?,  according  to  the  apoftlc's  wrftf- 
phor^  are  herefaid  to  be  grsufted  in  amongft  them,  ahd,*with  them,  to 
be  made  partakers  of  the  root  and  fatneis  of  the  olive-troe :  And  in 
reference  hereunto,  it  is  rightly  added  by  the  apoftIe»  that  the  gifts 
and  callings  of  God  are  without  repentance :  The  inward  lubfcance  of 
the  church,  and  covenant  of  grace,  whereon  it  is  founded,  being  io* 
variable,  and  which  fhaR  for  ever  remain  immoveable,  tho'  the  out- 
ward form  and  adminiftration  be  not  fo*  Well  then,  from  hence  we 
liave  gained  two  things:  (i.)  That  the  church  of  the  Jews  and  Gen' 
tiles  are  eHentially  and  fubftantialty  the  fame  church*  (a*)  That  the 
J|ews  were  not  brokenofi^firom  the  inviiible  church,  or  from  faith  and 
eleAion^  for  thefe,  you  truly  fay,  are  invariable  and  immoveable: 
And  if  you  had  denied  it,  the  apoftle  afHires  u$i  that  the  foundation 
of  God  ftunds  fure ;  and  that  the  gifts  and  callings  of  God  are  with- 
out repentance.  But  what  then  was  their  breaking  off,  and  the  Gen- 
tiles grafting  in,,  which  made  this  great  alteration  in  the  church  /  Can 
it  be  any  thing  elfe,  but  our  ingrafting  into  the  vifible  church,  by  the 
pofeiiibn  of  our  faith,  from  whence  the  Tews  were  broken  on  for 
tlieir  unbelief?  For  certainly,"  from  the  invifible  church  they  were  not 
broken  off,  and  into  the  invifible  church,  multitudes-  of  profefing 
Chrifiians  are  not  ingrafted.  It  \&  evident,  therefore^  by  grafting  us 
into  the  olive-tree,  he  means  the  vifible  church  ;  and  by  the  fatneli 
thereof,  the  ordinances  and  privileges  of  ijizt  chm:ch.  Though  vc 
deny  not  but  all  fincere  profefibrs  are  members  of  the  invifible  fburch 
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%1t<h  Mid  do  belong  to  the  eleObn  of  grace  $  but  tbat  li  not  the 
breakibg  off,  cr  grafting  in,  here  fpoken  of. 

And  noW|  having  given  up  Mr  Tombes's  notion  of  the  invifible 
rimrch,  and  de£Hon,  you  are  again  put  to  your  fhifts ;  and  muft 
dther  (huffle^  zx^d  feek  to  hide  yourf elf  in  a  heap  of  ftrange  and 
unintelligible  diftin£lions,  or  (which  had  been  much  fairer)  honeftly 
have  yielded  the  caufe ;  and,  wherever  you  meet  with  them,  I  find 
a  whole  troop  of  diftinftions  rallied  together  for  this  purpofe^  page 
2j,  24. 

.  *  This  grafting  in  (fay  you)  may  be  either  into  the  viable  or  invi* 
iible  church  ^  either  by  faith,  profeffion  of  faith,  or  by  fome  outwa/d 
ordinance.  Children  may  be  either  grown  men,  or  mfanta.  The 
ingrafting  in  may  be  either  certain,  or  probable.  Certain,  either  bp 
reafon  of  eledUon,  or  their  natural  birth,  being  children  of  believers* 
Probable,  as  being  likely :  either  becaufe  frequently,  or  for  the  moft. 
part,  it  happens  fo:  Though  neceflary,  and  fo  not  certain.'  The 
thing  to  be  proved,  i^,  That  the  children  of  believers  are  in  the  co« 
venant  of  free  grace  in  Chrift,  and  by  virtue  thereof,  to  be.baptixed 
into  the  communion  of  the  vifible  church. 

Rep/y.  Words  enough,  and  diftin^Uons  enough,  to  i^uce  the 
text  to  an  iiidiviiible  point.  But  whither  doth  all  this  tend  ;  I  will 
aik  you  twoor  three plaiil  quetUons,  end  then  make  what  ufe  yott 
pleafe  of  your  diftinAions.  (i.)  Whether  the  breaking  off  of  the 
Jews,  and  Che  ingrafting  of  the  Gentiles,  here  fpoken  of,  have  reia^ 
tion  to  the  irtvifiUe  church  by  eleftion,  or  to  the  vljible  church  by  pro* 
feilionof  faith,  aftd  fome  outward  ordinance.^  (a.)  Whether,  if  it 
were  into  thevifible  church  by  profeffion  of  faith  that  the  Gentile 
believers  were  grafted  in,  as  doubtlefs  it  was  (and  by  relinquifhing 
the  former  fenfe,  you  here  feem  to  yield  it,  faying,  this  ingrafture 
may  be  certain,  upon  the  account  of  natural  birth,  being  children 
of  believers) i  then  I  would  fain  know,  why  you  fo  (iate  the  queftion,  as 
to  make  the  certainty  of  believers  childrens  intereft  in  Chrifk  to  be 
the  only  ground  of  their  admiffion  into  the  communion  of  the  vifibk 
church  ?  This  (fay  you)  muft  firft  be  proved,  or  no  baptifm  for  thenu 
■  Alas,  poor  infants  I  to  what  hard  terms  iire  they  here  tied  up  I 
Very  much  harder  than  the  terms  any  of  your  own  focicty  are  tied  to: 
And  if  baptifm  muft  be  fufpended,  till  this  p9int  can  be  cleared,  that 
the  perfon  to  be  baptized  be  firft  in  Ghnft,  and  in  the  covenant  of  Jreg 
gKoccyZS  to  the  favbg  benefits  thereof}  then  farewell  to  all  baptifin» 
both  of  infants  and  adult  profefibrs  too.  For  how  can  you  prove,  that 
the  perfoiis  you*  baptize,  are  all,  or  any  of  them,  reaUy  in  Chrift  i 
May  they  nt>t  deceive  you,  as  Simpn  Magus  did  Peter  ?  I  did  noC 
think  you  had  proceeded  in  this  matter  upon  a  eertamiyf  but  a 
prokahUfiy:  And  if  you  proceed  whh  yours  upon  the  grounds  of  froia* 
bilityf  how  come  you  to  tie  up  the  children  erf  believers,  to  a  certainty 
of  their  intereft  in  Chrift  as  the  anteecrient  fufpendinir  condition  dT 
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A/dtbtpidlmf  We  need  dlfpote  m  mart  about  ttefrnper  fiilveSi 
of  baptifm,  for  bj  thb  account  wr  hove  loft  the  ordmancs  of  bajMiistt 
ittM. 

We  dMmght,  ir,  that  our  chiUray's  tkic  fo  bap(^fa>  wm  ckiited  to 
dism  irom  their  beievkig  parens,  as  the  children  of  chr  Jews  was  to 
eincatiicifiotty  Irooi  their  circQincifed  and  |N-olefiiiig  parents ;  and  that 
Aft  fame  pfocnife  wbidi  conrefed  their  chiklren't  privilege  to  themt 
Gen,  xni.  had  eoavs^  the  right  of  believers  cbildrea  ro  baptifasaB- 
to  them  alio,  A&t  ii.  389  3(>  and  that  the  root  being  holy,  tha branch- 
es 409  hot3r  «Mb,  that  is  foederaHy  boijr,  Rem.  xi.  16-.  But  to  this 
yen  make- Aich  an  aniWer  as  aikoniihes  me  to  read,  p.  2d ;  where  aU 
iMring  Abraham  to  be  the  root,  you  fay,  <  The  hoUaefs  berefpokcn 
efc  is  firft  m  rdptA  of  God's  etoaion  ^  hoKiieft  peribaal  and  iahereot, 
in  fiod^s  fotenttofi* :  £ph«  i.  4.  «  He  hath  ehoftn  us  in  hka,  that  we 
flmild  be  holy.**  (%.)  It  is  aUb  hoKnefs  deriratife ;  but  tiot  ftora  any 
fticeftora,  but  frem  Abraham  only ;  and  that  not  as  a  ^mfurat,  but  a 
^\tmtfiith§r  t  wherein  he  is  a  lively  image,  or  6g«tre  «f  Ghrift,  and 
UderiiPsed  from  the  covenant  of  grace,  whkk  pa&d  in  his  wane  to 
him  and  his  feed.  And,  laftly,  it  fliaU  be  inherent,  being  aftuaHy 
jtomiBimicaaod  by  the  Snpirit  of  Gody  when  shey  flnli  be  aaaally 
eailed/ 

i  K^j.  Here  we  fee  into  what  brates  and  pitameo  niatb«aifi4ve% 
•Ikenehej  depaH  from  the  plain  and  farfe  path  in  explicattoiis  of  fcrip' 
hare.  Ifare  is  f<ich  a  triputtite  dyHn3i&n  61  bolinefs,  as  I  never  met 
wMi  before,  (i.)  Her$  iiperfinal  hdinefi  whtrtnt im <y^s  ininttian. 
By  this  JOB  nwft  either  mean  (an£lification  decreed^fer  tiiem,  and  to 
he  heftowed  da  tfaeua  «t  the  time  of  thetr  caUing ;  and  then  it  b  coio- 
lidesBt  wnh  the  third  member  of  yoav  4liftiii£Hon.  Or  clfe  yoo  meaHf 
that  it  is  hofoefs  Inherent  in  the  intention  of  God,  as  an  accident  i0 
m  ita  fohjed;  and.then  the  fimpKdty  of  Code's  nature  reiAa  your  in- 
eongmoas  notion.  But  k  would  be  a  lefs  crime,  to  eoafaund  the  M 
Wkh  the  laft  member  of  your  vain  and  fetf-created  difttiiaieii,  thaa 
aa  ipeak  things  fo  repugnant  to  cbe  fimpie  and  oocooipoanded  aatare 
of  Ood. 

Or  if  your  meaning  be,  That  this  hoUnefi  is  in  God  by  wayof  io^ 
Seaiton,  Ixit  in  them  by  way  of  iniiefion  ;  that  wiH  not  deliver  yoo 
Ooe  of  yoar  confiifion  neither,  but  run  you  into  greater :  For  then  yoo 
aaafound  tiie  imtnanent  with  the  iranfieM  aAs  ot  God,  and  make  the 
fiunetbkig  at  the  fame  time,  to  be  purely  in  intention,  and  in  ezeco- 
aion ;  or  to  be  only  in  God's  porpofe  to  beftow  hereafter,  and  yet,  ^ 
the  prefcttt,  lufaereot  in  the  perfons  he  intends  it  for :  So  that  I  maft 
have  your  ftrange  notion  of  perfonal  hoUnefi  ]iifaereat4i>God^  iateiH 
Siofi,  to  be  deared  by  a  more  fuetapbj/inJ  h§tid  than  mifte  :•  or  eMe  io 
Aand,  aaiongotiier  rare  and  unintelligible  notioasi  to  be  admired  aod 
l^pplauded  by  the  ignorant  reader. 

* .  Butthen,  ifhen wp  come  tothe  feeondaEiembcr  9ifoaatiSUa£o^ 
I  am  as  much  at  a  lois  to  find  yeur^fenfe  as  before :  For  thsrs  yoo 
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tdl  u^  <  The  iMrikicfs  here  Tpokea  of,  is  derivanvo  holinefs  alfo^iaad- 
that  from  Abrabam  i>»ly ;  and  from  him,  not  as  a  nattotal^  b«t  a  fp^  . 
ritual  fatberi  refembliog  Chrlft  herein.' 

RtfJfi  TMs  word  dmvaiive  is  an  equivocal  word,  and  may  figaify  • 
either  iniermi  ptrfinai  bobneft^  wfieder^  Mmefi  $  for  both  of  them  are 
derived.  If  you  fay  the  former,  it  looks  too  black  and  horrid  for  me 
to  believe  you  mean  it,  though  you  (hould  fay  you  mean  it ;  for  thca^ 
you  make  Abraham  iiot  only  the  figure  and  image  of  Chrift,  as  you 
ipeafc,  hut  Cbrift  himfelfy  by  attributing  to  Abraham  Chrift's  incon^ 
mimicable  {>roperty  and  prerogative.  Then  Abraham  may  lay  to  all 
Ms  children,  as  Chrift  doth,  John  xv.  4,  5.  I  mm  thevim^  ye. an  ^ 
traocigf^  tsfc*  I  am  he  that  fanftifies  you.  But  if  you  mean  the  laft 
(as  neceflarily  you  muft,  if  you  mean  any  thing  that  hath  orthodox 
fimfe  in  it  f  then  this  iUrivoiive  Minefi  you  fpeak  ofi  is  not  perfonal  ho- 
linefs,  or  internal  fan^fication,  but  Jtederal  holinefs^  derived  firom  co* 
veoanted  snteftors,  or  parents  to  their  ehildren  \  and  therein  you 
come  over  to  us,  and  to  the  true  fenfe  of  the  tejLt.  ^  But  why  mu(L 
this  he  iqueexed  from  you  with  fo  much  difficulty  i  And  why  did 
you  hide  ibi^Jwkral  hilinefi  under  an  equivocal  term«  left  you  ihould 
feem  to  yield  the  controverfy  with  a  word  ?  This  b  not  fair. 

ObjeB.  If  you  fay  we  are  too  haily,  and  triumph  before  the  vic« 
tory :  F<Mr  though  you  do  yield  it  to  be  zfisdiral  holinrft^  yet  it  is  fuch 
as  can  be  deriml  from  n9  other  father,  or  progenitor,  but  Abraham 
ooly. 

&/.  Yes,  fir,  I  hope  you  will  allow  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  at  Itfaft  to  be 
the  root  and  firft-fruit,  as  well  as  Abraham,  feeing  thq  covenant  was 
jointly  and  exprefsly  made  with  them  all  thoee,  and  thereby  they  be* 
came  the  root  and  firft^fruit  of  that  holy  nation :  And  if  that  people  be 
called  the  feed  of  Abraham,  they  are  alfo  called  the  feed  of  Jacob  | 
and  if  father-hood  be  afcribed  to  Abrahami  it  is  afcribed  to  Jacob 
too^  lia*  Iviii.  14.  And  if  Abralum  be  firft  named  in  the  covenant, 
io  is  Jacob  8  See  Lev.  3i;xvii.  42*  But  if  you  allow  thefe  three  p*^ 
triarchs,  perhaps  that  is  all  you  will  allow }  for  you  feem  to  fayi  that 
oofiederal  Minrfi  can  be  derived  from  any  other  progenitors.  Good 
&,  whatever  your  own  private  opinion  be  in  this  matter,  allow  us  to 
believe  otherwife,  as  long  as  thofe  fcriptures  i  Cor.  vii.  14.  and  A^ 
ii»  3j^  ftand  in  our  Bibles :  For  we  cannot  think  but  the  fcederal  h(>* 
line&  of  childrm  refult$  from  the  immediate /^^^V  faith,  or  covenant 
interefi,  as  w^d  as -from  the  remoter  ^rc;^i»i/0ri/  elfe  we  cannot  ua- 
derftand  how  the  Corinthians  children  fbould  be  holyi  or  how  the 
from^  ihould  belong  to  the  children  of  them  that  are  afar  off,  viz* 
the  Gentiles,  who  could /derive  no  iuch  thing  to  their  children  by  a 
lineal  decent  from  Abraham,  but  onhr  as  they  became  ingrafted 
branches  by  £uth  \  and  (^  fuck  the  fatnefi  of  the  olive  to  thcmfclvea, 
and  to  their  bods,  or  children,  as  the  natural  branches  did.  I  defiic 
fouto ctfufida  sdfoy  hfmii»iMM$§9i 2^^^ you &/  it did|  (0  >^- 
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braham  and  hisfeed,  in  Chrift's  namf,  if  it  be  the  Tame  with  Adam's 
covenant  f  Did  that  pafs  to  Adam  in  Chrift's  name  too  P 

I  have  now  difpatched  uhat  1  at  firft  promifed  and  intendedi  ^iz. 
'the  confutation  of  my  friend's  midalces  about  the  covenants ;  and  the 
vindication  of  thok  fcnptureSi  by  which  our  arguments,  deduced  h-om 
one  of  them,  are  contirmed.  And  now  I  have  no  farther  concern- 
ment with  Mr  Gary's  fdemn  call ;  favc  only  to  note  his  high  confi- 
dence, rafh,  and  rnoft  unchriftian  cenfurcs,  of  all  his  differing  friends 
and  bfthren,  with  which  he  concludes  his  difcourfc ;  wherein  be 
calls  injants  baptifm^ 

( I.)  A  great  abufe  in  the  divine  ivorjhip^  page  242,  243.  And  yet 
lie  that  {q  calls  it,  never  looked  halfway  into  the  controverfy  \  nor  is 
able,  without  manifeO  fliuffllng,  and  contradi£lion,  both  to  the  words 
of  God»  and  his  own  words^  to  anfwer  our  arguments ;  as  is  herethade 
too  evident. 

(2.)  That  it  is  no  other  than  a  change  of  a  divine  inftitution,  and 
snaking  void  the  commandment  of  Chr^^  the  horrid  fin  charged  by 
Cnrift  upon  thofe  hypocrites^  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  Matth.  xv.  6. 
With  nio  better  than  thefe  doth  he  rank  and  aflbciate  the  many  thoo- 
lands  of  God's  choice  and  clear  people,  who  differ  in  this  circumiian- 
tial  point  from  him. 

(3.)  He  compares  it  with  the  fin  of  Nadab  and  Abihii ;  and  with 
that  oflfracl,  with  refpeftto  the  ark,  i  Chron.  xv.  13.  A.fin,whi€b 
provoke(|  the  Lord  to  execute  judgment,  by  an  immediate  ftrokc  in 
fire  from  heaven  upon  them.  Thus  Mr  Cary  is  ready  to  call  for  fin 
from  heaven  upon  his  brethren.  Alas,  poor  man  I  he  knows  not  v)hatfp- 
rit  he  is  of^  as  Chrift  toid^he  difciples  in  a  like  cafe.  It  is  well  we  are 
not  in  his  hands,  to  execute  the  wrath,  as  well  as  charge  the  guilt 
upon  us.     But  I  hope  all  this  is  but  raflmefs  in  him. 

(4.)  He  affirms  it  to  be  no  lefs  Xh^n  ztranfgreffing  of  the  law^  aclan- 
ging  of  the  ordinances^  and  a  breaking  of  the  everlafiing  covenant.  If  it 
be  a  tranigreffing  of  the  law,  he  ihouid  have  (hewn  us  in  what  fcrip- 
ture  that  law  that  forbids  it  is,  or  where  God  hath  repealed  his  for- 
mer grant  to  the  children  of  his  covenant-people.  And  for  the  chan* 
ging^the  ordinances,  I  am  of  opinion,  it  is  he  that  is  guilty  of  that  fiU) 
and  not  we:  For  we  have  proved,  God  fettled  this  privilege  upon  the 
infant-feed  of  his  people  5  that  the  promife^  under  the  gofpei,  continues 
Hill  to  them  ;  and  if  he  exclude  them  from  baptifm)  he  changes  the 
Ordinance  of  God.  And  for  breaking  the  everlafting  covenant,  for 
vhich  he  cites  Ifa.  xxiv.  5,  6.  the  Lord  make  him  fcnfible  of  the  dan- 
ger he  hath  put  himfelf  under,  from  that  very  text  he  produces  a- 
gainft  us;  for  it  is  manifeff,  that  the  covenant  there ipc^en  ofj  is  God's 
covenapt  with  Abraham,  renewed  with  the  Ifraelites  at  Sinai,  which 
in  that  text  is  truly  called  an  everlafting  covenant ;  when,  mean  time, 
Mr  Cary  hath  pronounced  it  to  be  an  Adam's  covenant,  and  now  ut- 
terly abolifiied.    Who  is  it^  fir»  that  fights  againft^  and  changes  tlii^ 
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evcrlifting  coveoantj  you>)r  we>  thut  are  for  itscontlnuanoe  to  lis  and 
imr  children  ?  - 

(5.)  He  affirms  thefe-.things  to  be  of  higheA  concernment  to  us* 
If  fbj  then  fure  it  muft  follow,  that  repentance  from  dead  works»  aad 
^th  towards  our  Lord  Jefus  Chril)|  muft  be  inferior  things  to  them ; 
for  nothing  can  be  higher  than  the  higheft,  or  equal  with  it*  And 
then  by  making  them  the  chief  fundamentals  in  religion,  as  that  ex^ 
preiSon  doth  (if  it  be  not  a  vain  and  finful  hyperbole)  the  falvationov 
damnation  of  men  depends  upon  compliance  or  non«>compliance  witii 
them.  And  then,  whither  mufl:  you  fend  all  God's  people  in  the 
world,  that  difi^r  from  you  ?  Sir,  I  find  your  brethren  in  the  append 
dix  to  rh^ir  confeiGon  of  faith,  page  1 10.  placing  one  of  thefe  which 
you  make  of  higheft  concernment,  among  the  other  circuml^ances  of 
religion  ;  and  doubtlefs  that  is  in  its  proper  place  :  Nor  do  I  fee  how 
they  can  free  themfclves  from  participation  in  your  fin,  till  they  have 
admonifhed  you  for  it,  andcaufed  you  to  expunge  it  out  of  your  book* 
'  (6.)  That  iss^fettling  of  your  tbrefholds  by  God's  threlhold:  Thefe 
words  you  recite  from  Ezek.  xliii.  %,  which  fpeak  of  the  idoiatrout 
lungs  ofjudab  and  Ifrael  building  temples  and  altars  for  their  idols^ 
in  or  Jiear  the  courts  of  the  temple  of  God;  as  thcEngli/b  annota^ 
tions  on  the  text  will  inform  you ;  an  abomination  that  defiled  God's 
holy  name,  a  wickednefs  not  to  be  named,  and  for  which  the  Lord 
confumed  them,  and  calls  it  whoredom  in  the  next  words.  Here,  fir, 
you  have  exceeded  all  the  bounds  of  (bciety  and  Chriftian  charity, 
and  made  this  circumfiantia)  difference  about  the  proper  iubjeA  of 
baptifm  the  grofied  heathenifb  idolatry  in  the  world ;  and  confequent* 
ly  difiblved  the  bonds  of  Chrifiian  charity,  and  broken  off  all  com* 
muniOD  with  us ;  for  with  fuch  idolaters  you  ought  not  to  have  any 
communion. 

Your  more  wife  and  moderate  brethren,  in  the  place  ^bove-cited, 
tell  us,  *  They  are  loth  hereby  to  alienate  their  aScdions  or  conver* 
iations  from  any  that  fear  the  Lord,  and  are  willing  to  participate  of 
the  labours  of  thofe  whom  God  hath  endowed  with  abilities  above 
themfelves ;  qualified  and  called  to  the  minifiry  of  the  word  5  defirons 
of  peace,  and  not  of  renewed  contefis  hereabout/  This  is  a  language 
of  another  air :  And  if  they  be  (as  I  dare  not  fufpeft  but  they  are) 
iincere  in  that  profefiion,  they  dare  not  comprobate  fuch  a  defpera^e 
•and  unchriftian  ceniiire  as  yours  is :  If  they  do,  .then  we  may  eafily 
guefs  what  our  lot  and  treatment  fhall  be,  whenever  Anabaptiiin  gets 
the  afcendant  in  England;  we  may  expeA  as  civil  ufage  as  is  due  to 
grofs  idolaters,  and  no  better  :  But  I  hope  better  things. 

{7.)  You  fay,  that  as  thefe  things  are  of  higheft  concernment, To 
tbey  ptdght  to  he  our  moft  firiom  praBict  and  endeavour ,  page  243.  uk* 
Good  Lord!  whither  hath  zeal  for  an  opinion  tranfported  you  !  Our 
mfi  firifius  praBUe  and  endeavour  J  Sir,  I  thought  the  moft  ferious 
.pra£hce  of  aaninifter  had  been  to  preach  Chrift  and  faivation  to  the 
fouls  of  mcD|  and  npt  to  baj^iase^  lam  fare  St. Paul  reckoned  fo^ 
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Cbr^fad  numfto  bcffWt  it*^  iofteaebi  that  i$»  biptirm  it  Mt  nf 
principal  work,  or  main  buGneG.  And  ver.  i4th|  he  thanks  God  b$ 
had  baptized  mrteofthfrn  bui  Crifpus  and  Gaim*  I  believe  he  Heter  uu 
tered  fiicb  an  exprcffion  about  his  other  work  of  preaching  Chrift. 
And  for  all  ChrifUans»  I  thought  the  fecuring  of  their  inteieft  in 
Quift,  living  in  the  duties  of  comoHinioti  vith  hinit  watching  their 
liearts,  and  mortifying  their  corruptiont,  had  been  the  ol^{k  raattfr 
•f  their  mofUerious  prance,  and  £<uthful  endeavour  i  and  nottha 
Utigatiom  about  baptiAn.  But  I  hope  f hefe  were  onlj  inconfidcratQ 
exprefltona,  &Umg  from  your  pen,  whilft  you  were  in  a  parozifm  of 
9eal,  or  a  tranfport  in  the  height  of  a  conceited  trium{>h:  But  what* 
ever  was  the  caufcj  I  am  fure  you  ought  to  revoke  and  repent  fudt 
Words. 

(8)  Tou  wiih  your  teJlUmny  rtfe  n^  9^  iU  Icfi  as  a  wt^s  afcisjfi  us% 
Sijj  we  do  |K)t  apprehend  any  caufe  we  have  to  fear  your  tefiimony 
againft  «S|  or  fevereft  cenfures  of  us^  whilft  we  are  fatisfied^  thai  as 
you  neither  have  the  facuhy  or  conuniffion  to  be  our  judgei  fo  neither 
is  there  any  fomrincing  evidence  in  your  re|dy  to  our  arguments.  Bat 
I  think  you  have  much  more  ^raufe  to  fear,  kft  tbofe  arguments  Oiottkl 
come  in  at  laft  as  a  witneft  againft  you,  who  deny  and  conteaaa  them ; 
^hen  mean  time,  yon  are  put  to  moft  iamentabie  fliiits^  even  coin 
tradi£lians,  and  ibmewhat  wode,  to  efcape  the  point  aii4  edge  of 
tfaem. 

(9.)  To  conclude,  You  tell  us,  we  muftmot  expeA  the  fpecial  pre« 
fence  of  CJhrift  to  be  afforded  to  us,  without  our  compliance  iu  ^i 
points  with  you. 

1^,  we  never  yet  deferred  the  judgment  or  praAice  of  infants  hap* 
tifm,  and  yet  have  had  (blefled  be  Jdfus  Chrlft  for  it)  great  and  manii* 
fold,  fweet  and  fignal  proofs  and  evidences  of  his  prefence  with  ttSi 
H^  hath  owned  and  bldTed  our  miniftry  to  the  converfton  of  many ; 
«nd  there  are  fome,  and  th(^e  not  mean,  tx  few,  of  our  fpiritual  cbtl« 
dred,  now  in  your  focietie s  in  England,  who  have  acknowledged  m  to 
be  the  firft  inftrumenis  of  their  converfion :  The  Lord  lay  it  not  to 
their  charge,  why  now  defert  that  miniftry  in  which  they  firft  receiv* 
ed  Chrift  I  But  as  for  the  departure  of  bis  {nrefence^  I  afiure  yoU|  friend, 
I  am  more  afraid  of  the  rents  and  divifions  you  now  renew  fo  unfca^ 
fonably  among  the  churches  of  Chrift,  than  of  anyone  thing  amoogft 
tis  befide.  It  grieved  my  ibul  to  fee  you,  ^ukta  movergy  awake  a  flcep* 
ing  contraveriy,  efpecialiy  in  fuch  a  feaibn,  when  we  are  little  toott 
than  half  delivered  from  our  enemies  and  dangers ;  you  taks  mtbjibt 
heel^  as  Jacob  did  his  brother,  whilft  but  yet  in  the  birtli.  SXtf  ex- 
cept you  return  to  a  more  quiet  and  Chriftian  temper,  than  you  feem 
Jlere  to  foe  in,  I  am  out  of  hope  that  ever  you  and  t  ihall  fee  thofe 
UdSed  days,  we  have  fo  often,  with  pleafurei  coa(tforted  ourfeWes 
with  the  hopes  of.  However>  extend  your  charity  (if  you  have  anf 
left)  fo  fiiry  as  to  believe  that  I  am  aiie»  notwithfiaading  «f  all  duit 
that  am  ftudious  oi  thecbucck's  peacei  abd  inquifiuvs  ioto  cbcnlfi 
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of  dtilfb  flot  daifaj;  to  hsAd  mj  truth  ^f  <^  ia  iiiiri^teQafiicfi| 
tod  yet  well  fatbfied  I  $mi|  in  the  pitth  of  my  dutf  »  mhmm$  tfaougb 
we  caoQor  walk  togeth«F,  yet  I  hope  to  meet  yov  «(  the  ead  i^  cW 
way,  in  our  Fathei^  hoqfij,  where  pcjrfca  liftht  mnI  peace  dpreOs. 

And  here  I  had  ]Mit  an  end  to  this  debgte,  hod  I  not  xecsifed  your 
return  to  fome  of  thefe  <httet»i  whilft  Hie  hft  €g  them  im  under  my 
band  5  wherein  I  only  find  foiff  thi^g^  in  which  i  gm  ccmc^ned.  Ia 
genemli  yoa  tell  o^e,  «  You  are  not  eonviticed  of  any  error,  by  what 
I  have  faid/  1  am  ibrry  to  hear  it :  But  conQdering  the  nalui«  erf  er« 
n>r  on  one  fide,  and  the  difficulty  of  felf-denial  on  the  other,  yoa 
have  n9t  nMieh  deceived  my  espedatiM*    More  pwcicnbrly» 

{ u)  You  fiiy,  As  to  yoor  hooking  |he  Sinai  coveontt  into  this  eooi^ 
troverfy^  I  gave  you- the  firft  occafion  of  it  s  for  wbenyoit  Arewsd  wm 
yotir  papers  aboot  God'i  covenant  with  Abr^am»  i  told  y0U|  that 
you  were  beft  firft  to  try  if  you  couM  prove  the  coveifast  at  Sinai,  tw 
be  a  covenant  pf  woj-ks^  forafmuch.a^  eur  divines  are  £y  far  from 
conceiting  the  covfjiant  with  Abraham  to  be  a  covenant  of  vorksp 
that  they  wifi  net  allow  the  IKuaai  l^iw  ifefelf  to  be  fe^^  and  %»  convince 
youDf  it>I  lent  yo^  Mr  Roberts  ^ad  Mr  Sedgwick  on  the  covenant, 
toeiiHgbtea  and  fatisjfy  you  about  it :  But  littje  did  I  think  ypn  had 
confidence  enough  to  enter  the  lifts  with  two  foch  leam«l  and  emii^ 
B»it  divines,  and  make  fthem  to  Ibttow  yoor  trinrnphant  chariot, 
ibackkd  with  tbfi  iacoQEiparable  Baiter  and  Allen,  Sydenham  and 
Borfebogg,  like  titfee  pair  of  noble  prifoners  of  war.  But  wh^eve» 
wss  the  occafion  (fetttng  afide  y9ur  fin)  J  am  not  fon^  you  have  givi^ 
en  a  fit  opportunity  to  enlightex)  the  world  in  that  point  alTo* 

(a.)  lou  feem  to  ^cy  in  your  letter,  -that  I  onf»  was  of  your  o« 
pinion  about  the  moral  law,  bec^i^  y09i  find  theie  paflag^s  in  a*&r« 
man  of  mine,  upon  John  viii«  36.  <<  If  the  Son  therefore  (ksXi  pw*^ 
you  free,  then  are  yaq  free  indeed  ;"  vi?, 

<  That  the  I*w  rehired  perfect  working,  under  p»n  of  that  enn(e{ 
accepted  no  fliort  endeavours,  admitted  40  repentance,  and  gave  no 
ih'ength/  But  finding  me  here  pleading  for  the  law,  you  fchiok  yoia 
find  me  in  a  contradiction  to  that  doArine. 

The  wordf  I  own  t  the  contnidiiaion  I  ppfitively  deny }  for  I  fpcak 
sot  there,  and  here,  ad  idem  /  for  in  that  fermop,  and  in  thofe  very 
words  you  eite^  I  fy9^k  agatnft  the  law,  not  as  God  intended  it,  when 
he  added  it  to  the  promife;  but  as  the  ignorance  and  infidelity  of 
unregenerate  men,  mak<  it  to  themfelves  a  covenant  of  wjorks,  by 
looking  upon  it  as  t lie  very  role  and  ris^nof  their  juftification  before 
God:  This  wastl^  ftumbling^ftone  at  which  all  legal  juftidacies  then 
did,  and  ftilldo  ftumble,  Rom.  ix-  3I1  %%%  33*  In  this  fenfe  the  a^ 
poftfe,  in  his  epiftles  to  the  ^Romans  aqd  Galatians,  argues  agajnjft  the 
law,  and  fo  do  I  in  the  w^rds  you  cites  but  vindicate  the  l»w  m  the 
very  fame  iermon  you  oientiops  as  o^pfiftent  with,  and  fiibfervient  tm 
Cfarift,  in  the  forma*  ienfe )  and  jthere  tell  you,  '*  The  law  fends  us  tn 
Cfaciftio:bejiAified^^MdChrift  fends  us  back  10  the  Jafp  to  ^  jo- 
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gidated/  '  Tlie  very  iame  dduMe  fi^fe  of  the  law  you  will  find  if)  iiM 
difcoturfe ;  and  from  the  miftaken  end  and  abate  of  the  law,  which 
Ac  apoftleTo.Tehemently  oppofeth»  I  here  prove  againft  yoa,  that  the 
law  in  this  fenfe  cannot  confift  with,  or  be  added  to  the  promffe ;  and 
therefiore  make  it  iDy  medium  to  prove  againft  you,  that  the  true  na- 
ture and  denomination  of  the  Sinai  law,  can  never  be  found  in  thi$ 
fenfe  of  it,  bnt  it  mud  be  eftimated  and  denominated  from  the  pur- 
pofe  and  intention  of  God,  w4iich  I  have  proved  to  be  evangelical. 
Try  your  ikill  to  faflen  a  contfadiQion  betwixt  my  words  in  that  fer- 
aion  and  this  difcourfe* 

.  I  know  yon  would  be  glad  to  find  the  ibadow  of  one,  to  make 
Ibme  fmall  excnfe,  or  atonement  for  the  many  faults  of  that  nature 
yon  have  here  committed. 

(3.)  Your  letter  alfo  informs  me,  that  you  hear  you  are  anfwcrcd 
by  one  handali^eady ;  and,  for  ought  you  Wno^%  many  more  may  be 
employed  againft  you,  and*  I' for  one  )-  and  f j  we  fliallcompafi  yoe  a- 
bout  like  boss. 

.  Re^y^  I  have  only  feen  Mr  Whifton's  little  book'agdnft  your  bn>- 
thcr  Grantham,  wherein  he  hath  baffled  two  of  your  principal  argu- 
ments ;  but  you  only  come  in  coHaterally  there,  and  muft  not  look 
upon  it  as  a  hill  anfwer  to  your  book,  but  only  as  a  la(h  for  yourfei- 
Iff  eft  paffimt.  And  for-  our  compafling  you  about  like  bees,  metbfaiks 
you  feem  to  be  elate4  in  your  own  fancy,  by  the  fuppofition^  or  expec- 
tation, of  a  multitude  of  opponents.  You  kn^w  as  well  as  I,  who  it 
is  that  glories  in  this  motto,  Unui  contra  omms.  Sir,  I  think  your 
mind  may  be  much  at  reft  in  that  matter.  Of  all  thelix  famous  ad- 
verfaries  mentioned  in  your  title  page,  there  are  but  two  living  :  and 
you  know,  Mortui  non  mordmt ;  and  of  the  femaining  twoi  one  of 
Aem,  viz.  Mr  Baxter,  is  almoft  in  heaven,  living  in  the  daily  views, 
and  cheerful  expeftations  of  thc/aints ewrl^ng  rTftwti  GOD;  and 
is  left  for  a  little  while  among  us,  as  a  great  example  of  the  life  of 
fiuth.  And  it  is  queftionable  with  me,  whether  fuch  a  great  and  hea- 
venly foul  can  find  any  leifure  or  diipofition  to  attend  fuch  a  weak 
and  trivial  dircourfe  as  this. 

And  as  for  myfelf,  you  need  not  much  fear  me  j  I  have  not,  nei- 
ther do  I  intend  to  vil^e  my  fting  againft  you,  unlefs  I  find  you  in«- 
lefling  or  difturbing  that  hive  to  which  I  belong,  and  to  which  I  am 
daily  gathering  and  carrying  honey  ;  and  then  who  biit  a  drone  would 
not  fting. 

(4.)  T<v  conclude  :  in  the  clofc  of  your  letter  you  fall  into  the  for- 
mer ftrain  of  love,  affuring  me,  <<  That  the  ancient  firiendfliip  of  fo 
many  years,  ftiall  continue  on  your  part/       , 

Reply.  All  that  I  (ball  return  to  this,  is  only  to  relate  a  ihort  Rorf 
out  of  Plutarch,  in  the  life  of  Alexander }  where  he  tells  us,  That 
whilfi  he  was  warring  in  the  Indies,  one  Tasiles  an  Indian  kiogi 
•came  with  his  company  to  meet  him  )  and  fainting  Alexander)  faid, 
*^  Wiat  need  you  and  I  to  fight  and  war  one  upon  another  i  If  thou 
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comeft  not  to  take  away  our  vateri  and  the  neceflaries  of  life  from  us^ 
for  which  we  fnuft  needs  fight :  As  for  other  goods,  if  I  am  richer 
than  thee>  I  am  ready  to  give  thee  of  mine ;  and  if  I  have  kfi,  I 
will  not  think  (corn  to  thank  thee  for  thine/  Alexander,  highly 
pleafed  with  his  words*  made  him  this  reply;  <  Thinkeftthoui  that 
this  meeting  of  oiirs.  can  be  without  fighting  ?  No,  no ;  thon  haft 
won  nothing  by  all  thy  fair  words }  for  I  will  fight  and  contend  with 
thee  in  honefly  and  courtefy,  and  thou  (bait  not  exceed  me  in  bounty 
and  liberality/ 

I  fay  with  Taxiles,  I  had  never  armed  againft  you,  had  yon  not 
come  to  take  away  our  water,  and  the  necefiTaries  of  life  ;  I  mean^  the 
covenant  of  God  with  Abraham,  which  contains  the  rich  charter  bf 
the  Gentile  believers  children,  and  make  it  an  abolithed  Adam's  co- 
venant, and  told  us,  that  w.e  muft  come  up  to  the  primitive  purity  in 
thefe  things ;  that  is,  in  renouncing  it  as  a  covenant  of  grace,  and 
relmquilhing  infants  bapcifm,  as  grounded  thereon. 

Sir,  were  my  own  father  alive,  I  muft  and  would  oppofe  him» 
flioald  he  attempt  what  here  you  do,  Infant-baptifm,  with  you  10 
not  \Jinging  ofpfalms^  that  plain  and  heavenly  gofpel  ordinance,  with 
you  is  not ;  and  will  you  take  away  our  Benjamin  alfo  ?  What  I  the 
covenant  of  God  with  Abraham  and  his  children  in  their  generations  f 
AU  thefe  things  are  again/t  »/.  No,  fir,  we  cannot  part  with  that  co* 
venant,  as  an  aboliihed  Adam's  covenant,  nor  will  I  give  it  up  for  all 
the  friendfhip  in  the  world. 

And  yet  I  will  fay  with  Alexander,  I  will  contend  with  you  in 
fi-iendihip  and  courtefy,  even  whilft  I  earneftly  contend  againft  you 
for  the  truths  of  GOD,*  which  you  have  here  oppofed,  and  I  have 
endeavoured  to  vindicate. 

One  word  more  before  I  part  with  you  ;  I  do  afiiire  you,  and  this 
whole  world,  that  in  this  controverfy  with  you,  I  have  not,  knowing- 
ly or  advifedly,  mifreprefented  your  fenfe :  If  you  (hall  fay  I  did  fo  ia 
my  iecoad  argument,  from  the  words,  page  179,  I  afiiire  you,  both 
myfelf,  and  others,  could  underftand  you  no  otherwiie  than  I  did  ia 
the  papers  I  ient  you ;  and  when  you  told  me,  you  meant  there  was 
no  pardon  in  either  of  thofe  covenants,  but  that  it  plainly  dire£ked  to 
Abraham's  covenant,  you  will  find,  I  have  given  you  as  fair  a  chofee 
as  you  can  defire,  either  to  ftaod  to  your  words  in  the  firft  lenie^ 
wherein  I  underftand  them,  or  (which  will  be  the  fame  to  me)  to 
your  own  fenfe,  in  which  you  afterwards  explained  it  to  me.  And 
whereas  I  blame  you  over  and  over  in  my  epiftle  and  conclufion,  for 
putting  the  proper  fubjeA  of  baptifm  amongft  the'  higheft  things  in 
religion  ;  let  the  reader  view  your  conclufion,  and  fee,  whether  yon 
do,  or  not.  If  you  iay,  you  /peak  of  the  covenant  there,  as  wellas 
of  baptifm,  I  allow  that  you  do  fo  ;  yet  I  hope  it  is  equally  as  .bad^ 
Day,  in  deed  and  truth,  a  great  aggi^vation  of  your  fault,  to  make 
this  article,  viz.  God's  ftvenaot  tvith  Abraham^  Gen.  xvii-  an  Mj/bii 
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Aiamts  Ofwnant,  one  of  the  higkeft  concernmenls  of  a  Cbriftkn^  tkl 
baptifm  onljr  of  adult  believers  another.  Mj  confequences,  from  youf 
irords^  are  juft  aad  regular,  how  furprizing^  foever  thev  feem  to  you* 
if  you  think  fit  to  rejoin  to  thia  my  aofwer,  I  defire  yon  will  avoid, 
as  much  as  you  can,  a  tedioua  harangue  of  ^ords,  and  fpeak  ftridly 
mi  regularly  to  my  arguments,  by  limiting,  diftinguifhing,  or  deoy* 
ingy  as  a  difputant  ought  to  do  :  If  fb,  I  promife  you  a  reply ',  b«t  if 
I  find  no  fUch  thing,  it  fliall  pafs  with  me  but  for  wafte  paper ;  nor 
will  I  wafte  time  about  it.  The  Lord  give  us  unity  in  things  necei- 
firy,  tiberty  in  things  indifiTerent,  and  charity  in  all  things  1 


.  SACRAMENTAL    MEDITATIONS 

upon  DIVERS  SELECT  PLACES  OP 

SCRIPTURE: 

WHEHEIN 

Believbrs  are  affifted  fai  preparing  their  IfeAHTs,  and  exdttiig  their 
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A      "Affbctions  and  Graces,  when  they  draw  nigh  to  GOD  hi  that 
ihoft  awful  and  folcmn  Ordikance  ot  the  LORIES  SUPEER. 


To  T«i  Reader. 

'    Cbrj/Nan  Reader, 

CHRIST  may  be  faid  to  be  crucified  three  ways  j  bj  the  Jews 
aStuJ/y^  in  the  facrament  dedaratwely^  and  by  unbelievers  at 
hWtifS&interpretailvery.  Among  fins,  biood-guiltinefs  is  reckoned 
one  of  the  moft  heinous ;  and  of  all  blood-guihinefs,  to-be  guilty  of 
the  blood  of  Chrift,  is  a  fin  of  the  deepeft  guilt,  and  will  be  avenged 
with  the  moft  dreadful  punifliment,  i  Cor.  x.  27,  29.  If  vengeance 
be  taken  feven-fold  on  him  that  flew  Cam,  what  vengeance  fliaB  be 
token  on  him  that  crucifies  afrejfb  the  Lord  of  glory  f 
I  The  heavieft  blow  of  divine  juftice  is  ffill  ready  to  avenge  the  abufc 
OT  the  heft  mercy ;  what  can  the  heart  of  man  conceive  more  folemn> 
■low  ftcred,  or  more  deeply  affeftive^  than  the  reprefentation  of  the 
moft  gracious  love  of  the  Father,  and  the  moft  grievous  paffion  of  the 
Son  ?  What  fin  can  be  more  provoking  to  God,  than  the  flight  and 
mtempt  of  thofc  moft  awfbl  myftcrics  ?  And  what  puniihment  can 
N  more  teiriWe,  than  for  fuch  a  wretched  foui  to  eat  and  drink  dam- 
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aatim  to  kk\£l  Melanfttion  records  a  very  dread&il  exttnpleof  God'^ 
nghteaui  judgmeat  upon  a  cos^oy  of  profane  wretchesi  who*  in  a 
tragedy,  intended  to  aft  the  death  of  Cbrift  upon  ttie  crofs.  He  that 
w&td  tht  foldier's  part)  inftead  of  pierciiig  with  a  fpear  a  bladder  full 
ef  blood  kid  imder  his  garxoent)  wounded  him  to  death  that  was  up*  . 
on  the  crofsi  who  faUiog  down  killed  hinij  who  (in  a  difguife)  a&ed 
the  put  of  the  woman  that  ftood  wailing  under  the  crofs.  His  bro- 
tfaer,  who  was  firft  flain  flew  the  murderer,  who  aded  the  foldier'a 
part,  and  for  flajing  him  was  hanged  by  order  of  juiiaGe.  Thus  didL 
the  vengeance  of  God  fpeedily  overtake  them,  and  hanged  them  i^ 
in  chauQS,  for  a  warning,  to  all  that  ffiould  ever  dare  to  daily  with  the 
gre^  and  jealous  God. 

The&  are  terriUe  ftrbkes,  and  yet  not  «ib  terrible  as  thde  which 
are  more  ordinarily,  but  lefs  fenfibly,  lafliAed  on  the  inner  man  for  -^^ 
the  abofe  of  this  ordinance.  j  ^ 

IV  prevent  thefe  ji|dgments,  and  obtain  thofe  blet&ngs  which  come  > 
through  This  ordinance,  great  regard  muft  be  had  to  two  thinp,  vi2«  J 
I.  Thein-l)ebg.     a.  The  aAivity  of  true  grace. 

Firfiy  Examine  thyfdf,  res^er^  whether  there  be  any  gradous  prio*   j 
ciple  planted  in  thy  foul,  whereby  thou  art  alive  indeed  unto  God*   ; 
It  was  an  ancient  abufe  of  the  iacrament  (condemned  and  caft  out  by 
the  *  Carthaginian  touncil)  to  give  it  unto  dead  men.     Dead  foub 
can  have  no  communion  whh  the  living  God,  no  oiore  benefit  from 
this  table  than  the  £nnq>eror's  gaefts  had  from  his  taUe,  where  loaves 
of  gold  were  fet  before  them  to  eat.     There  is  more  thap  a  (hew  of 
grace  in  the  facrament ;  it  hath  not  only  the  vifibie  fign,  but  the  fpi*  ( 
ntual  grace  alfo,  which  it  reprefents.     See  that  there  be  more  than  I 
a  (hew  and  a  vilible  fign  of  grace  alfo  in  thy  foul,  when  thou  coxnt!lkX 
nigh  to  the  Lord  in  that  cMrdinance :  fee  to  the  exercife  and  aAivity^ 
as  weD  as  to  the  tnith'  and  Sincerity  of  thy  grace. 

Even  a  T)eliever  hiiixfelf  doth  not  eat  and  drink  worthily^  ttnlefi 
the  grace  that  is  in  him  be  excited  and  exercifed  at  this  ordinaaMu 

'It  is  not  faith  inhering,  but  faith  realizing,  applying  and  powerfully 
working.  It  is  not  a  difpofition  to  humiliation  for  fihi  but  the  ai£ltt4 , 
thawing  and  melting  of  the  heart  for  fin  ;  *  whilft  thou  lookeft  on 
hitn  whom  thou  hall  pierced,  and  mourneft  for  him  as  one  that 
moumeth  for  his  only  Ton,  for  his  firll^born :'  nor  is  it  a  difpofitioil 
or  principle  of  love  to  Chrift  that^isonly  requifcd,  but  the  fiirringup 
ofihat  nre  of  love,  the  exciting  of  it  into  a  vehement  flame. 

r  know  the  excitations  and  exercifes  of  grace  are  attended  with 
great  difficulties  :  they  are  not  things  within  our  command,  and  at  our    , 
becL    Oh !  it  is  hard,  it  is  hard  indeed^  res^ci^^.^vei^  si^cr  God  hath  ,1 
taken  theleart  of  ftone  out  of  thee,  and  given  thee  an  heart  of  fiefh^  1' 
to  mdarn  aftualTy  for  fin,  even  when  Ih  great  an  occafion  and  call  is  - 

r  '  -  -  I. 

*  CoOCiL  CsrtlMg.  Can.  6*  PhtuH  ut  defun^igmm  ev^rihi  mw  detitr  ttttt^^Hsf  ftc. 
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3S0  To  the  Reader. 

t  .  gl^^flt?*^^  *^  *^*  ''o^^  ^*  *.^^  Lord's  tabic ;  for  the  fame  ppwqr.  is  rc- 
A^  qul^te  to  excite  the  a£t  that  was  required  to  plant  the  habit.    Gratia 

I     graitam  po/iulat.  ,        — .     . .     - 

However,  the  dutjr  is  thine,  though  the  power  be  God's^  why  clfc 
»re  his  Bcbj^e'bTarhcd  JlSecaufe  they  ftirred  not  up"tEcmileives  to  take 
Ebld  ofhitn  ?  Ifa.  Ixiv.  7.  *  --    - 

To  ailllt  thee  in  this  work,  fbme  help  is  oflfered  in  the  following 

meditations:  it  is  true',  it  is  not  the  reading  of  "the  bell  meditations 

,  another  can  prepare  for  thee,  that  will  alter  the  temper  of  thv  heart, 

except  the  Spiru  of  God  concur  \«rith  theie  truths,  and  T)lcfs  thciri  to 

-^     thy  loul  :  but  yet  thefe  helps  muft.not  be  flighted ^T>ecailiTc  they  arc 

/  u  £6tTclf-R)fficient» «  Man  lives  not  by  bread  alone;  but  by  every  word 

that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God  ;'  yet  it  were  a  fond. vanity, 

;    and  Gn,  for  any  man,  upon  that  ground,  to  caft  away  bread,  and  ex« 

/    pea  to  live  by  a  miracle  without  it.     We  muft  lift  up  our.  hearts  to 

God  for  ableffip^,  arid  then  eat.     Do  t;he  fame  here:  firft  pray  j 

then  read  \  and  the  Lord  quicken  thee  by  it  for  duty* 

There  are  two  things  of  fpecial  concernment  to  thee,  readex^whep 
thou  art  to  addrefs  thyfelf  to  any  (blemn  duty,  eipeciaUy  fuch  as  this. 
^      I.  Prepare  for  thy  duty  diligently. 
^     a*  Rely  not  upon  thy  prepahitions. 
I        I.  Prepare  with  all  dijigcnce  for  thydmy.     Take  pains  with  thy 
A^dull  heart]  cleanle  thy  polluted  heart ;  compoie  tliy  vaTnlieart ;  rc- 
I    jficmber  how  great  a  prefence  thou  art  .approaching.     If  *  Tluguftus 
thus  reproved  one,  that  entertained  him  without  fuitable  preparation, 
faying,  '  I  did  not  think  we  had  been  fo  familiar  ;'much  more  may 
J  thy  God  reprove  thee,  for  thy  carelcfs  ncglcft  of  due  preparation  for 
I  him.  \  ~ 

2-  But  yet  take  heed,  on  the  other  fide,  that  thou  rely  not  iijon 
thy  beft  preparation.  It  is  an  ingenious,  and  true  note  of  Luther,  f 
;  \  {fpeaking  to  this  very  point  of  preparation  for  the  facranientj ;*^K.C' 
^  -  vtT  urc  men  more  unfit,  than  when  they  tliink  themfclves  oioft  fir, 
'  ^  and  belt  prepared  for  iheir  duty  5  never  more  St/lhan  ji^hen  moft 
-    /  bumbled  and  afhamed,  in  a  fenfc  of  their  own  unfitnds.' 

That  the  blefiing  of  God,  and  the  breathings  of  his.good  Spiriti 
may  accompany  thefe  poor  labours  to  thy  fouJ,  is  the  heart's  de« 
fire  of> 

Thjfervavt  in  Chrtft^ 

JOHN  FLAVEL, 


•  Nmputahgm  mt  iihi  t<tm  famillartm, 
f  Taov  pajime  iifpojituty  ouando  apiijitttg. 
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THE    FIRST 

MEDITATION, 

UPON 

Psalm.  Ixxxiz.  7.    God  is  greatly  to  be  feared  in  the  affembly  ofhisJmntSf 
and  to  he  hoi  in  reverence  of  all  that  are  about  him* 

THERE  are  fpecial  feafons,  wherein  the  faints  approach  ttear. 
unto  God  in  this  life,  and  wherein  the  Lord  comes  near  unto 
them.  ■ 

It  pleafeth  the  Majefty  of  heaven,  fometimes  to  admit  poor  worms 
of  the  earth  to  fuch  fenfible  and  fwect  perceptions  of  himfelf^  as  are 
found' above  all  exprefBon,  and  feem  to  be  a  traniient  glance  upon 
that  glory,  which  glorified  eyes  more  fteadily  behold  above:  •  Be- 
lieving, we  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory  j'  or,  *  glo- 
rified joy  '}  as  it  isx^i.Pet.  i.  8.  And  yet  how  fweet  and  excellent 
focver  thefe  forctailes  of  heaven  are,  heaven  itfeli  will  be  an  unfpeak- 
aBic  fu^nle;for  the  (aintsj  when  they  /hall  come  thither. 

Now  among  all  thofe  ordinances,  wherein  the  blefTed  God  man!- 
feds  himfelf  to  the  children  of  men,  none  are  found  to  fet  forth  more 
of  the  j(y~bfTiis  prefence,  than  that  of  the  Lord's  Supper  :  at 'that . 
blcflcd  taole^  arc  fuch  fenfible  embraces  betwixt  Chrift  and  believers, 
as  doaffbrd  ddight  and  folace,  beyond  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth.   . 

And  where  fuch  fpecial  manifeitations  of  God  are,  fuitable  difpo- 
fitioris  and  preparations  ihould  be  found  on  our  part,  to  meet  the 
LojrdT"* 

And,  certainly,  we  (hall  find  reafon  enough  for  it,  if  we  will  con- 
fider  the  importance  of  this  fcripture  before  us ;  *  God  is  greatly  to 
be  feared  in  the  afTembly  of  his  faints,  and  to  be  bad  in  reverence  of 
all  that  are  round  about  him/  Wherein  we  have,  i.  The  obgeft:: 
2.  The  fubjeA ;   j.  The  mode  of  divine  worfhip. 

Firfl,  The  objeA  ofworfliip,  God;  God  is  to  be  feared.  In  all 
<3ivine  worfhip,  men  and  "angels  have  to  do'  with  God.  '•  All  thingi 
(faith  "the  apoHle)  arc  gpen  and  naked  to  the  eyes  of  him  with  whom 
we  have  to  do,"  Heb.lv.  14.  With  whom  we  have  fpeech,  or  bnfi- 
ncfs  i'ToTTmay  be  uhdeHlood-  When  we  worihip,  we  draw  nigh  td 
God ;  and  that  about  the  greateft  concerns,  and  wexghtieft  buimefi 
lathe  world; 
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SeeonJfyf  The  fabjeft,  or  the  pcrfcrs  that  approach  mito  God  i$ 
Ids  worfhip ;  **  His  faints,  and  all  that  are  about  him/'  By  iaintSi 
many  ioterpreters  do  (in  this  place)  underftand  the  angeb|  called 
faints,  from  the  purity  and  holinefs  of  their  oaturg;  and  fo  make 
the  next  clauie  exffgetical  of  this.  I'hofe  that  before  were  called  faints 
in  refpeA  of  their  nature,  are,  in  the  next  words  faid  to  be  fucb  9&  are 
iround  about  him^  his  fatellites,  attendants,  or  thofe  that  ftand  as  fer* 
vants  about  him,  to  do  his  pUafure  $  where  they  are  defcribcd  bf 
their  office.  Both  tbefc  kcm  to  be  grounded  upon  the  preceded 
Terfes  ;  <<  Who  in  heaTen  can  be  compared  to  the  Lordf  Who  > 
inong  the  fons  of  the  mighty,''  (or  of  God,  fo  the  angjsis  are  called, 
Job  i.  6.)  <<  can  be  likened  to  the  Lord  ?"  And  though  it  be  trae, 
that  the  angels  worfhip,  and  ierve  the  Lord  with  the  greateftrcver* 
ence  and  dread  (for  thc^fe  are  his  nigh  ones>  or  fuch  as  are  round  about 
him  ;  (yet  there  is  no  neceflity  to  limit  this  icripturt^  lb  narrowiyi  by 
excluding  the  people  of  God  on  earth;  they  aifo  are  his  faints,  and 
more  frequently  fo  fiiled,  though  they  be  faints  of  a  lower  clafs  and 
order :  and  they  alfo  are  round  about  him,  as  well  as  the  angels  \  and 
when  they  worship  him,  he  is  in  the  midfl  of  them,  Matth.  xylii.  20* 
^d  the  place  where  they  afiemble  to  worfhip,  is  called  the  place  of 
his  feet,  Ifa.  Ix-  13.  But  if  we  find  not  the  faints  on  earth  in  the  di» 
re£i  and  immediate  fenfe  of  this  text,  yet  we  mufl  needs  meet  them 
in  the  rebound  and  confequence.  For  if  creatures  Co  much  above  us, 
as  the  apgels,  do  perform  their  fervice,  and  pay  their  homage  to  the 
higbeft  Majefiy  with  To  much  fear  and  reverence ;  fhall  not  inferior 
creatxuT3>  the  poor  worms  of  the  earth,  tremble  at  his  prefencc  ?  led 
this  brings  us  to  the  third  thing;  namely, 

Ibirdfyf  The  mode,  or  manner,  in  which  the  worfliip  of  God  Is  to 
be  performed  ;  viz.  with  great  fear  and  reverence :  •*  Go4  k  greatly 
to  be  tcared."  Pifcator  tranflates  it,  Vebementer  Jormidapdus^  to  be  vc- 
hemently  feared  ;  and  oppolcs  it  to  that  formal,  carclefs,  trifling,  vai» 
fpirit,  which  too  often  is  found  in  thofe  tjasLt  approach  tfie  Lord 
in  the  duties  of  his  worfhip.  The  obfervation  frpm  hence  will  be 
this : 

Qbfenration^  That  the  greatefl  compcfeduifs  and  ftrioujtiefs  rf fpirit 
is  due  to  God,  from  all  thofe  that  draw  nigh  ufilo  hini  in  his  iwr-p 
Jbip. 

And  this  is  no  more  than  what  the  Lord  exprefly  requires  at  onr 
Bands  i.  Lev«  x*  3.  <'  I  will  be  fan£Ufied  in  them  that  come  nigh  uDto 
»e."  So  Heh.  xii.  28/29,  "  ^^  ^^  ^^Y^  ^acc,  whereby  we  may 
ferve  God  acceptably^.with  revereneej  and  godly  fear.  For  our  God 
is  a.confuming  fire.'* 

i\nd  as  this  difpofition  and  temper  of  ipirit  is  due  to  every  a&  aB<l 
part  of  God's  worfhip  ;  fo  (to  accommodate  this  general  to  our  par* 
ticuL'ir  occafion)  it  is  efpccially  due  to  this  great  and  foiemo  0XTHDaB« 
Of  the  Lord's  fupper.     . 

It  is  the  obfervation  of  the  Cafuiftsi  (haXfacramenttm  tt  mortitartrah 
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ks  «p»panantur  •  The  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fopper,  and  the  very 
point  of  death,  require  equal  feriournefs:  a  laan's  fpirit  ihould  be  at 
deeply  folemn  and  compofed  at  the  Lord's  table^  as  upon  a  death-bed.  i 
We  flioald  go  to.  that  ordinance^  as  if  we  were  then  .going,  oito  ano*  j 
Iher  world. 

Tlie  primitive  Chriflians  ufed  to  fit  op  whole  nights  in  rotdkitian 
and  prayer,  before  their  paniclpation  of  the  Lord's  fupper  ;  aadtfaeft 
nights  were  called  Vigilise,  their  lOatches,  Such  was  the  revereacs 
the  faints  had  for  this  ordinance  (which  they  ufiially  called  mfBtrimm 
tremendumy  a  tremendous  myftery,]  that  they  would  not  give  <<  fteep 
to  their  eyes,  or  flumber  to  their  eye-lids,"  when  fo  great  aSLd  folenigt 
a  day  drew  near.     Chrjfo/i.  lib.  3-  defacerdot. 

And  that  all  this  folemn  preparation  is  no  more  than  needs,  will 
convincingly  appear  to  us,  upon  the  following  grounds  and  sealhiis. 

RMofm  I.  From  the  folemn  nature'  and  ends  of  this  ordinance.  For  . 
what  is  the  expreis  defign  and  ufe  of  it,  but  a  lively  reprefeatatioa  of  j 
theXord's  death  ?  i  Cor.  xi.  26.  As  often  as  ye  eat  this  bread,  and  \ 
drink  this  cup,  ye  do  (hew  the  Lord's  death  till  he  con^e."  Jefijs  ^ 
Chrift  IS  therein  fet  fortli  cruafied  before  us^  ami  not  \a  make  a  bare  V 
repre{entation  of  it  to  us,  as  a  thing  wherein  we  have  no  peribnal  in-  ; 
tereft  or  concernment,  bat  to  reprefent  his  death  lively,  and  leal  our 
title  to  It  firmly ;  '<  This  is  my  bodyj  which  is  broken  for  youV. 
verfe  24.  " 

Now,  which  of  thefe  is  to  be  attended  with  a  dead,'  cai^lefi,  and 
flight  fpirit  ?  Is  it  the  reprefentation  of  Chrift's  death  I    God  forbid  I . 
Oh  I  if  ther$  bi^  any  fubjed  of  meditation  in  the  world,  able  to  drink  A, 
up  the  very  ^rit.of  a  man,  this  is  it !  T 

The  fun  fainted,  the  heavens  mourned  in  blacky  the  very  rodv 
rent  in  pieces^  when  this  tragedy  was  afted.;  and  flialt  our  hearts  be 
more  fenfelefi  and  obdurate  than  they,  at  the  reprc&statioa  of  it? 
But,  lol  here  is  more  than  a  repreientation:  Chrifl  is  fet  forth  in  this 
ordinaniyy  a&  cmdfied  for  you  |  as  fuffering,  and  enduring  all  this^  in 
your  r^Kun^a^td.  ficacL   Now, 

Suppoii:,  reader^  thyfelf  to  be  judly  condemned  to  the  tortive  of 
the  rack,  or  ftrappado  \  and  that  thy  father,  brother,  or  deareft  fri«K^ 
preferring  x\xj  life  to  his  own,  would  become  thy  Antipstxos,  rafk^ 
fimir,  by  undergoing  the  torment  for  thee  \  and  all  that  is  left  for 
thee  to  fufier,  were  only  by  way  of  fympathy  with  him :  fuppole  now 
thyielf  ftanding  by  that  engine  of  tort  ore,  and  beholding  the  members 
of  thy  dear  friend  diftorted,  and  all  out  of  joint  %  hearing  his  doleful 
groans,  extorted  by  the  cxtrenaity  of  anguifli ;  and  under  all  theiib 
torments,  ftill  maintaining  a  conftant  love  to  thee  \  not  once  repent- 
ing his  torments  for  thee ;  couldft  thou  ftand  there  with  dry  eyes  ? 
Could  thy  heart JxtinaSe^ed,  and  (lupid  at  fuch  a  fight?  Write 
him  rather  a  beaft,  a  flone,  than  a  man,  that  could  do  fo. 

But  this  is  not  all ;  the  believer's  intereft  in  Chrift  is  fealcd,  as  well 
as  the  iufferings  of  Chriilreprefeuted,  in  this  ordinance. 
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And  is  a  feaTed  intereft  in  Chrift  fo  cheap  or  common  a  thing,  af 
[  Ihafit'flliould  not  engage,  yea,  fwalloi^  up  all  the  powers  of  thy  foul  ? 
j    OH  f  what  is  this  ?  what  is  this  ?  * 

j        The  (cal  of  Godj  fet  to  the  foul  of  a  poor  finnerj  to  confirm  and 

ratilylts  title  to  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  and  the  ineftimable  trealures  of 

I    his  blood.     Surely,  as  the  foaling  up  of  a  man  to  damnation,  is  the 

fum  of  all  mifcry  5  and  that  poor  creature  that  is  fofealed,  hath  caufe 

enough  to  mourn  and  wail  to  eternity  j  fo  the  fcaling  up  of  a  foul  to 

,    ialvation,  is  the  fum  of  all  mercy,  and  happinefs  ;"ana  the  foul  that  is 

^/  fo  (ealed,  hath  caufe  enough  to  lie  at  the  feet  of  God,  overwhclmcJ 

.  ^  with  the  fenfb  of  10  invaluable  a  mercy.  *         ' 

Reofon  i:  As  the  natune  and  ends  of  this  ordinance  call  for  the 
.  greateft  compofedrtefs  of  fpirit ;  lb  the  danger  of  unworthy  receiving, 
:  fltouTd  work  our  hearts  to  the  moft  ferious  fra'me  rfbr  11  a  man  be 
"^  here  withotiTETsfwedyingg  if  he  eat  andclrink  unwortliilyitis 

1  at  the  greateft  peril  of  his  foul  that  hedoth  fo;  i  Cor.  xi  .27.  *«  Where- 
fore, wTiolbcver  ttall  cat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup  of  the  Lord 
'    unworthily,  fliall  be  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord.** 

To  profane  and  undervalue  that  tNody  and  blood  of  the  Lord,  is  a 
fin  above  meafure  iinful ;  and  the  punifhments  of  fuch  fins,  will  be 
the  moft  dreadful :  for  ftill  the  more  excellent  thebleflings  arc  that 
come  by  any  ordinance,  the  more  dreadful  the  cixrfes  arc,  that  avenge 
the  abufe  of  fuch  mercies.  How  foon  may  a  man  draw  fearhil  guilt 
upon  his  foul,  and  dreadful  judgments  upon  his  body,  by  an  hccdlcfj 
management  of  fuch  facred  myftcries  ?  "  For  this  caufe  many  are 
weak  and  **  Cckly  among  you,  and  many  flecp ;"  vcrfc  30. 

It  is  a  moft  weighty  note^  that  a  •  worthy  pen  fcts  upon  thb  fcrip- 
ture  :  «  They  difcerned  not  the  body  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  in  his 
ordinances  ;  i)utTnftea3  of  that  holy,  feverend'and  deepHjycf  l)eha- 
viour,  which  was  due  to  it,  both  from  their  inner  and  outward  man, 
as  being  a  creature  of  the  higheft  and  dejcpcftfenflification,  that  ever 
God  fandlifiec! ;  fanflified  not  only  to  a  mprc  excellent  and  glorious 
condition ;  but  alfo  to  many  ends  and  purpofes^  of  far  higher  and 
dearer  concernment,  both  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  benefit  of  men 
tlienilelves,  than  all  other  creatures  whatfoever,  whether  in  heaven  or 
1'  caftti':  ITiey  handled,  and  dealt  by  it  in  both  kinds,  as  if  it  had  been 
a  conimoh  unfan£lified  thing:  Thus  they  difcerned  not  the  Lords 
body/ 

And  as  they  difcerned  not  his  body,  fo  neither  did  God  (in  fom^ 
fenfe)  difccrn  theirs :  but  in  thofe  fore  ftrokes  and  heavy  judgments 
which  he  inflidted  on  them,  had  them  in  no  other  regard  or  confidcr- 
ation,  than  as  if  they  had  been  the  bodies  of  his  enemies,  the  bodies 
of  nicked  and  (inful  men ;  thus  drawing  the  model  and  platform  of 
their  punilhment  (as^ufually^he  doth)  from  the  ftru^hire  and  propor- 
tion of  their  fin.  * 

•  Mr  Thoitus  Coodw49*«  tfi&k  t^Mr  Fciuicr*$  [crwotLt, 
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Thus  tke  jttft  and  righttous  God  builds  up  the  htaM:hies  that  we 
tnake  upon  the  honour  belonging  to  the  body  of  his  Son,  with  the 
ftiins  of  that  honour  which  he  had  given  unto  ours,  in  healthf  ftrength^ 
life^  and  manj  <Mher  outward  comforts  and  fupporfs. 

O  theil  what  need  is  there  of  a  mqft.awfiil  and  compded  ipirit^ 
When  wejpproach  the  Lord  in  this  oidinapcer 

Ke^9n  3.     AVthe  danger  of  unwcnrtb^^  receiTing  (hould  compofe   | 
lis  to  thegreatelFIerioufnefsi  To  the  remembrance  of  that  frame  and  6 
remiper  (Thrift's  Spirit  was  in,  wheii  he  adualL^  fuffcrcd  thofe  things   1 
for  uS|  Ihould  compofe  our  fpirits,  into  a  k^xAz  more  Aiitable  and  a«    ' 
greeaUe  to  his.    When  we  fee  his  death,  as  it  were  aAed  oT^r  again 
belore  mr  eyeSt,  w^  his  heart  rovmg  and  Wandering  in  that  day  ? 
Did  he  not  regard  and  mind  the  work  he  was  going  about  /  Was  his, 
heart,  like  thine,  ftupid,  and  unaffected  vf  ith  thefe  things  i  Look  but  -^ 
Bpgn  that  text,  Luke  xxij.  44-, and  you  fliall  fee  whether  it  were  fo»    ^ 
or  not.  ^'is'faTd^(wHen  tlm  tragedy  drew  nigh^  alnd  his  enemies 
were  ready  to  feise  him  in  the  ga^en)  That  beiiig  *  in  an  agony,  he 
prayed  more  earneftly ;  and  his  fweat  was,  as  it  were,  greac  drops  of 
blood  falling  to  the  ground/    And  Matth.  xvn.  38.  he  faith,  '  Mf 
foalis  exce^ng  forrowful,  eVen  unto  death.'  His^f  wd$  full  of  for^^ 
row ;  And  is  thine  full  of  ftupidity  f  God  forbid  i 

Ifthylearrbe  cold,  Chrift's  was  hot:  If  thou  tanft  not  fhed  % 
tear^  he  poured  out  clods  of  blood  from  ev^j  part.  O,  how  unfuit^^ 
able  is  a  dry  eye,  and  hard  heart,  to  fuch  an  ordinance  as  this  I 

Rio/iH  4.  Aa  the  frame  Chrift^s  Spirit  was  in  at  his  death,  (hould 
command  the  moft  foiemn  firame  upon  odr  fpirits,  at  the  recognizing 
of  it;  fo  thethingy  here  reprefented, require,  and  call  for  the  higheft 
ezercife  of  every  grace  of  the  Spirit  in  our  fouls :  For  we  come  not 
thither  as  idle  fpedatorsi  but  as  a^ye  inftruments^  to  glorify  God,  bjr 
exertifing  every  grace  upon  Chrift,  as  crucified  for  us.  Behold  here 
are,~am6iig^e  titk^ 

Firft,  The  proper  objeft  of  £uthi 

tMndlys  The  flowing  (pring  of  repentancei' 

ir^ir^;^,  The  powerful  attractive  of  love. 

Firftf  The  proper  object  of  faith  is  here. .  Thb  ordinance,  as  a  gia($| 
TeprefentsLto  thine  eye  that  glorious  Perfon,  of  whom  the  Father  faid, 
«  This  i^  mj  beloved  Son»  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed,^  Matth,  xvii. 
5.  Ofwbom¥etaxd,  <'  I  have  laid  help  upon  one  that  is  mighty.^  ' 
This  was  he  that  was  made  fin  for  us,  who  had  no  fin,  that  w^  migh( 
be  made  the  fighteoulhefs  of  Gofd  ih  him,'  2  Cor.  t.  2 1.  Who  trode  f 
the  wihe-prels  alone,  and  is  here  to  be  feen  in  his  red  garments*  E- 
veiy  dropof  his  i>reciou|  blood  hath  a  tongue,  calling  for  faith  to  hs* 
hold  it,  poured  forth  as  a  facrifice  to  God  for  fio.  <  This  ^faith  he) 
b  the  cop  of  the  New  Teftament  in  my  blood,  which  was  flicd  for 
snanj,  for  the  reipiffion  of  fins.' 

Aii^  what  footmg  coifld  thy  faith  find  for  patrddn  and  falvation  any  -. 

Vol.  YL        "^^  3  C 
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-where  i^ft  ?'  It  fe  aHft  crnciSed  that  faith  clafpi,  as  the  laft  aadtm* 
Ifhapslind  reftige  of-a  poor  ffiihcr:.  Here  airBelicvcre  drop  jiichor* 
TBif »  that^cfle^^  on  who:n  they  taloe  the  dead  gripe,  or 

lad  grafp,  when  their  eye-ftrings  arc  bnsaktng.  When  you  kt  the 
blood  ot  Chrift  flowing  forth^  how  can  faith  be  filent  in  thy  foul? 
When  he  bids  thee,  as  it  were,  to  put  thj  finger  into  his  fide,  (ke«^ 

^  thee  his  Kan3s"and  his  feet 'twere  5  it  will  cry  out  in  thV/fuul,  ify 

j^  L^rdTalid'mytJod  f  ■■'■     -"'■—■ 

SeconJiy,  The  flowmg  fpring  of  repentance  is  here.  If  there  be 
any  fire  that  can  melt,  Qr^hammsr  that  can  break  3  hard  htSBxi,  here 
it  IS;  Zeeh.  xu.  lo.  <  They  Ikall  look  upon  me,  whom  they  have 

f  jKercedi  aftdvmourn.'     NSthing  lays  a  gracious  foul  lower  in  itfelf* 

[   tfiah  to  fee  how  low  Chrif)-  was  laid  in  his  humilxatibn  £or  it. 

Here  tbe  evil  of  {in  isalfb  reprefented  in  the  cleared  glafi,  than 
after  the  eye  of  man  faw  it  in.  The  f^jfferings  of  the^on  of  God 
diTcover  the  evil  of  fin,  more  th^|L  the  everlafdilg  torments  of  the 
damned  cats  do.  So  that,  if  thereoe  but  one  drop  of  fptritual  for- 
n>w  in  the  heart  of  a  Chriftian  ;  here,  methtnksi  k  ihotild  be  feen 
dk'Opbing  from  the  eye  of  faith. 

-  Thirdly i  The  moft  attraftive  ohjcft  of  love  b  here.  Put  all  crea- 
ted beauties,  excellencies,  and  perfections  together;  and  what  are 
Ihey  but  Uacknefs  and  deformity,  compared  with  the  lovdy  Jefiis  i 
My  Moved  (faith  the  enatnoured  fpoofe)  is  vfhitg  and  ruddy^  Cant.  t. 
10.  Behold  him  at  the  table,  in  his  perfeft  innocency,  and  unpa« 
yalleled  fufferings  l  This  is  He  who  was  rkh,  but  for  our  fakes  beaime 

t  poor ;  that  we,  tlurough  Kis  j^'verty  niirght  be  rich/  2  Cor.  vSL  9* 
This  IS  he  that  pdft^d  witll  hisr  boiloui'  firff,  acid  fa!s1ife  next;  jn, 
lie  parted  wkh  his  honour  in  his  incarnation,  that  he  might  be  capa- 
Ble  to  part  with  his-  life  for  our  redemption. 
*  Behold  here  the  degrees  of  bis  fufi^ings,  and  by  them  meafiuv  the 
degrees  of  his  love.  Behold  in  his  death,  as  in  the  deluge^  all  the 
fountains  beneath,  and  the  windows  of  hea?en  above,  opened;  ibc 
wrath  of  God,  the  cruelty  of  men,  the  fury  of  hell,  breaking  in  toge- 
ther upon  him,  and  his  (bul  furrounded  with  fortow  ;  and  how  can 
this  be  reprefented,  and  thy  foul  not  aitonifhed  at  this  amazing, 
mntchlefs  love  of  Chrift  ?  Surely  one  flame  doth  not  more  nafttraiiy 
produce  anotheri  than  the  love  of  Chrift,  thus  reprefented  to  a  gra- 
cious foul,  doth  Ttfoduce  Idve  to  Chrift.  and  that  in  the  moft  intenfe 
degree.  * 

Ufif  t.  How  naturally  doth  this  dofhine  fhame  and  hnihUethe 
bcft  Jiearts,  for  their  finfiil  difcompolures,  vanity,  and  d»dneis ;  fi)r 

V  the  rovings  and  wanderings  of  their  hearts^  even  when  they,  come 
near  the  Lord  in  fuch  a  folemn  ordinance  as  this  is  ? 
The  holieft  man  upon  earth  may  lay  his  hand  upon  Us  l^ie^ftiand 

^  fay,  <  Lord,  how  unfuitable  is  this  heart  of  mine,  tp^fach  an^o^^ 

*  ol  faith,  as  is  here  prefented  to  me  ?  Doth  fuch  a  tem|icr  of  fffrjiJfiMt 
thine  awful  prcfence  ?  Should  the  reprefented  agonies  and  fttffiariogs 
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of  Cbrift  for  mC}  be  beheld  wkh  afpirk  no  more  ^)^ri}£d»'jl|4^Q^ 
;m^  voiinded'  for  (in  ?  ,0  how  can  I  look  upon  him  whom  I  have  pier^ 
ce<i,  and  not  mourn,  andte  in  bittemels  for  him,  as  for.  aAPftly  foo,  x 
a  B^^^bom  !  O  the  ftupiifying  and  benumbing  power  of  fip  !  O  the  | 
cfficagr  of  unbelief  r  -         -  • 

ft  was  charged  upon  the  Ifraelites',  as  the  great  aggravation  of  their 
fin,  that  they  «  provoked  God  at  the  fea,  even  at  the  red  fca/  Pfal. 
cvi.  7.  the  place  where  their  miraculous  falvation  was  wrought.    Biit^ 
Lordjefiis!  mj  Iwrd  heart  provokes,  thcc  in  an  higher  degree|  even    ^ 
at  the  red fea  of  thy  precious  invaluable  |biood,  by  which  my  eternal   I 
falvation *was  wroiight.     O  my  God !  what  a  heart  have  I  ?  Did  the  } 
blood  oTChrift  run  out  fo  £'eeiy  and  abundantly  for  me }  and  cannot 
I  filed  one  tear  for  my  fins,  that  pierced  him  !  O  let  me  never  be 
friends  with  niy  own  heartj  till  it  bve  Chrift  better,  and  hate  fin 
more.  ..." 

•  Vfi  2.   •Thisjcripture  hath  alfo  an  .awakening  voice,  to  all  that 
come  nigh  to  God  in  any  of  his  ordinances,  efpecially  in  this  ordi-  1  • 
nance.  _0  XJEriHTaiis!  bethink  youHelves  where  jou  are^  and  what  ' 
you  are  doing :  Know  you  not,  that  the  King  comes  in  to  Tee  tEc  v 
guelTs  ?  Yea,  joudo  know,  that  God  is  in  this  place;  an  awfiil 
MajVfty^'^liolds  you  !  "*  All  the  churches  (hall  know,  that  I  am  he  J 
that  Jearcheth  the  fie^  and  the  reins^  and  will  give  to  every  one  as 
Lk  workfliallbc,^  Rev.  ii.  23. 

Thy  bufinefs,  Chriftian^  is  not  with  men,  but^wifh  God;  and  the 
folenmeft  bufinefs  thi  ever  thy  thoughts  were  converfant  about. 
Thou  art  here  to  recognize  the  fufFerings  of  thy  JRedeemer  5  to  take 
the  Teals  and^pledges'of^hy  falvation  from  the  hand  of  his  Sparit : 
IniagTricT^£^fame  thinjg,  which  is  now  to  be  done  fpintuallj,  and  by)  J^ 
the^mifiiftry  "ofFaith,  were  but"  to  be  performed  vifiljly  and  audibly, 
by  thejmjniflry  of  thy  fenfes. 

Suppolc' JeTus   Chrift  did  perfonally  fliew   himfelf  at   this   ta- 
ble, and  were  jpleafed  to  make  himfel?  known  in  breaking  of  bread, 
as  once  Tie' HTd  to  the  difciples^   Supppfe  thou  faweft  him  appear  at 
this  taSfe  aslie"  doth  now  appear  in  heaven,  as  a  Lamb  that  had  hen 
Jiain:  Imagine  thou  heardft  him  fay,  *  Believer,  this  precious  blood 
oj^  mine  was-'Ihed  for  thee :  There  be  niillions  of  men  and  women  m 
the  worI3,  naturally  as  good  as  thee,  that  (hall  have  no  intereft  in  it, 
or  benefit  by  it :  But  for  thee,  it  was  Ihed,  and  for  the  remiffion  of  ^ 
thy  fins ;  my  blood  was  the  only  thing  in  the  world  that  was  equal    ^ 
to  the  ddcrt  of  thy  fins,  and  it  hath  made  full  fatisfaftion  to  God  for    ' 
thSnTall:  Thy  fins,  which  are  many,  are  therefore  forgiven  thee:  * 
My  blood  hath  purchafcd  the  eternal  inheritance  of  glory  for  thee ; 
and  this  day  I  am  come  to  deliver  the  feals  and  pledges  thereof  into 
thine  hand.     Take  then  the  feals  of  eternal  falviUion  this  day,  take 
thine  own  Chrift  with  all  that  he  is,  and  hath  ;  in  thine  arms.  What-  . 
cveTt^ave  fiiffercdi^  done,  or  procured  for  any  of  my  faints  >  \  have  ' 
fuffered,  done,  and  procured  the  fame  for  thee/ 
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Why,  all  tM$  it  hare  to  be  done,  as  really  an4  truly,  thooghm  * 
more  Ipiritual  way,  at  thii  taWe,  And  (hall  not  fuch  bufincfi  as  this 
u,  fully  Ax  and  engage  thy  heart  ?  What  then  (hall  do  it  ? 

Awake,  faith  ;  awake,  repentance;  awake,  love }  yea,  lem  tht 
powers  of  my  foulbc  thoroughly  awakened  this  db/  to^ttcnd  tbc 
Lord. 


THE  SECOND 

MEPItATION 

upon  JeHemuh  xii.  2. 
'n       Thou  art  near  in  their  rne^h^  at^Jifor  from  their  nuts. 

THIS  fcripture  gives  us  the  character  and  defcriptiop  of  aa  hypo- 
crite :  And  be  is  hefe  defcHbed  two  ways  \  ^i^. 
X.   By  what  be  hath. 
2.   By  whsit  he  hath  not. 
FiVA  The  hypocrite  is  dcfc^bcd  by  wh»t  he  hjth :  Pcjiatli  God 
c:''|n  his  mouth }  «  Thou  ?«t  pe?ur  in  their  mouth  j*  i.  e.   They  profeft 
with  a  lull  mouth,  that  they  afe  fhy  people,  fu'th  jpiicatpr  -,  or»  they 
fpeak.much  about  the  law  (as  another  evplaiiis  it)  \  God,  and  his  tem- 

£le,  religion,  with  its  ri^es,  are  ^uch  talked  of  among  them  \  tbey 
ave  him  in  theic  prayers  and  duties  \  and  this  is  all  that  the  hypo- 
critc  hath  of  God  }  rgligiop  only  fanftifies  his  tongue  •,  that  fecms  to  be 
'.T  dedicated  to  God  \  but  it  penetrates  no  farther.     Snd  therefore, 
'  ^conSiy^^lcit  is  described  by  that  he  hath  pot,  or  W  what  he  wants: 
And  (or,  but)  thou  art  far  from  their  rein/ :  i.  e.     They  fed  not  the 
^  power  and  influences  of  that  name,  which  thejr  fo  often  invofatc  and 
'     taljc;  of,  going  down  to  their  very  reins,  and  am;Aing  their  very  hearts. 
So  we  mu(l  underftand  this  metaphorical  expre^on  here^  ^  the  op- 
pofition  dircfls  :  For  the  reins,  having  fo  great  and  ienfible  a  fyiDp*" 
thy  with  the  heart,  (which  is  the  (eat  of  the  affeAions  and  pafiions,) 
upon  that  account^  it  is  ufual  in  fcripture,  to  put  the  rdns^ffar  tbofe 
intimate  and  fcprct  affeftions,  thoughts,  and  p?iflion$  of  the  bcart» 
with  which  they  have  fo  near  cognation,  and  fp  Ti^nfible  a  iympatby* 
When  the  heart  is  under  great  conftemation,  the  loios  or  reins  arc 
fcized  alfo.     As  Dan.  v.  6.    Then  the  «  king's  countenance  vgi 
changed/  and  his  thoughts  troubled  him|  and  the  joipts  pf  hi?  Ic^ios 
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were  loofcd.**  On  the  contrary,  when  the  heart  is  filled  with  delight  . 
and  gladncfs,  the  reins  are  fald  to  rejoice  ;  Prov.  xxiii.  i6.     •«  Yea, 
my  reins  (hall  rejoice,  when  thy  lips  fpeakright:'*  Totus  latitia  dilJiliam$ 
"  I  (hall  even  leap  for  joy."  So  then,  when  the  prophet  fakh,  «  God    1 
is  for  from  the  reins  of  the  hypocrite/'  the  meaning  is,  he  feels  pot    ) 
the  hesut-affe£{ing  influence  and  power  of  religion  upon  his  heart  and 
affeftions,  as7Uod*s  people  do.     And  hejncc  the  note  will  be,  ^ 

Daft.     That  God  comes  nearer  to  the  hearts  and  reins  of  his  peo^    \ 
pie  in  their  duties^  than  he  doth   to   an^   hypocritical,   or  fornuU 

pr^^jUpr*    .    '       -  

ByjSoi&aifiacnrfs,  we  undcHland  not  his  qmniprefence  (that  nei- 
ther comes  nor  goes)  nor  his  love  to  his  people  (that  abides  \)  but  the    ) 
fenfiblc,  fwcet  mapifeftations  and  outlets  of  it  to  th^ir  fouls.     So  in  V 
Pfal.  cxlv.  1 8.  ""The  Lord  is  nigh  linto  all  that  call  upon  him,  unto   ( 
all  that  call  upon  him  in  trurfi.** 

.  Note,  the  reftridlion  and  limitation  of  this  glorious  privilege  ;  it  is 
the  peculiar  enjoyment  of  Cncere  and  upright-hearted  worlhippers. 
Others  may  have  communion  with  duties,  be  not  with  God  in  them.  .  -ij 
But  that  God  comes  nigh,  veiy  nigh^to  upright  hearts  in  their  du-  / 
ties,  is  a  truth  as  feniSbly  manifeft  to  fpiritual  perfons,  as  that  they 
are  ni^h  the  fire,  wheij  they  Icel  the  comfortable  heat  of  it  refrcOiine 
them  in  a  cold^  iealon,  when  they  are  almofl:  llarved  and  benumbed 
with  cold.     Three  things  make  this  evident. 

Firflj  Sincere  fouls  are  feniible  of  God's  acceffes  to  them  in  theif 
dutics,thcy  feel  his  approaches  to  their  fpirits  \  Lam.  iii,  57.  «« Thoii 
dreweft  near  in  the  day  that  I  called  upon  thee  i  <<  thpu  faidft.  Fear 
not.**  And  what  a  furprize  was  that  to  the  church;  Cant.  ii.  8.  "It 
is  the  voice  of  my  beloved  j  behold,  he  comcth,"  &c.  Certanljr 
there  is  a  felt  prefence  of  God,  which  no  words  can  mai^e  another  to 
underftand;«they  feel  that  fountain  flowing  abundantly  into  the  dry 
pits,  the  heart  fills  apace,  the  empty  thoughts  fwe}l  with  a  fulnefs  of 
fpiritual  things,  which  ftrive  for  vent, 

Secondly f  They  are  fcnfible  of  God's  recefles,  and  withdrawment 
from  their  fpirits  \  they  feel  how  the  ebb  follows  the  floodj  and  how 
the  waters  abate.  So  you  find  it  in  Cant.  v.  6.  "  I  opened  to  my 
i^ovcd,  but  my  beloved  had  withdrawn  himfelfj  and  was  gone;  my  ti 
foul  failed  when  be  fpalce :  I  fought  him,  but  I  could  not  find  him;  I 
called,  hiit  h^  gave  me  no  anfwer."  The  Hebrew  is  very  patheti- 
cal  ^  Us  nuas  gone,  was  gotie^  A  fad  change  of  the  frame  of  her 
heart  quickly  followed, 

Thirdly^  The  Lord's  nearnefs  to  the  hearts  and  reins  of  his  people 
in  their  duties,  is  evident  to  them  from  the  effeAs  that  it  leaves  upoa 
their  fpirits.  For  look,  as  it  is  witl^  the  earth  and  plants,  with  refpeft 
to  the  approach  or  remove  of  the  fun  in  the  fpring  and  autumn ,  \o  i( 
js  here  asChrift  /peaks,  Luke  xxi.  29.  ^<  When  ye  fee  the  fig-tree^ 
Md  all  the  trees,  ^oot  forth,  ye  know  that  fummer  is  mgh  at  hand.'* 
An  ^ipproaching  lun  renews  the  fape  of  the  earthi  and  make$  oaturQ 
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finilc.    The  trees  bud  and  blofibim  the  filhes  rifci  the  birds  fiag  *,  'i 
is  a  kind  of  refurr^^oo.  to.namre  from  the  dead.    Sp  it  Jsjf bco  the 
y  Hiiii  comes  near  the  hearts  and  reins  of  men  in  duly.:.  For  then 
)    thi^finidihat,  "'"'.. 

J*ir^f_A  real  tafle  of  the  joy  of  the  Lo^  is  here^^ven  ^gi  meoi 

fthe  fulnefs  whereof  is  in  heaven;  *  hence  caied^  2  Cor.  i*  22*  <^Thc 
earneft  of  his  Spirit/'  And  i  Pet.  i.  8.  G/orjfiedJ€y,  or  a  (hort  falva" 
tioo*  Oh !  what  is  this  !  what  is  this!  CertaipJjiti^.fomcthaQ^tbat 
Jiath  no  affinitj  with  fieflij  or  grofs  corporeal  pleafurcs ;  but  b  of 
I  another  naturci  fomething  which  tranfcends  ail  that  e?er  was  felt 
/  or  ufted  in  this  world,  fince  we  were  firft  converiant  among  feafible 

Secondly^    A  mighty  ftrength  and  power  coming  inter  their  (buls, 

^nd  a£hiating  all  its  £iculties   and  graces.     When  God  comes  ncv, 

new  powers  enter  the  foul|  the  feeUeis  as  Dayidj;  Pfalpicxxxyiii.j. 

^  Tn  the  day  that' I  cried,  thou  anfweredeft  mej..and,ftreng^t^^nedft 

;    me  with  ftrength  in  my  fqul.**  Cant,  i,  12.     "  vVhilft  the  king  fit- 

I    teth  at  his  tables  my  fpikenard/'  Sec.     Hope  was  low^  and  faith  was 

.   weak,  little  ftrength  in  any  grace,  except  defires  j.  but  when  the  Lord 

h .  comes,  ftrength  comes  with  him.  Then  as  it  is,  Neh.  vui.  lo,   "  The 

joy  of  the  Lord  is  yoqr  ftrength."   O  the  vigorous  falaes  of  the  heart 

toGod!  Pfaim  Ixjii.  8.     *<0  the  ftrength  of  love!"  Cant,  viii.d 

t)uties  are  other  manner  of  things  than  they  were  wont  to  be.  ^  OH 

4Jot  oiir  hearts'  burn  wirhin  us !''  Luke  xxiv.  32/ 

'Tiirdly'^  A  remarkable  transformation  and  change  of  fpirit  foU 
lows  it. 

Thefe  things  are  found  to  be  marvelloufly  aflimilating.  The  fights 
of  Cod,  the  feit  prefecce  of  God,  is  as  fire,  which  quickly  aflimilaties 
what  is  put  into  it  to  its  own  likeneis.  So  2  Cor.  iii.  li*  They  ait 
faid  to  be  *<  changed  from  glory  to  glory.'*  It  always  leaves  the 
mind  more  refined  and  ab(lra£led  from  grofs  material  thing^i  and 
changed  into  the  fame  image.  They  have  a  fimllitude  of  God  upon 
$bem,  who  have  God  near  unto  their  hearts  and  reins* 

Fourthly^  A  vigprous  working  of  the  heart  heaven*ward  \  a  mount- 
ing of  the  foul  upward.  Now  the  foul  fliews  that  it  hath  not  forgot 
its  way  home  again.  It  is  with  fuch  a  foul  as  feufibly  embraces  Chrift 
in  the  arms  of  faith,  as  It  was  with  Simon,  when  he  took  him  b<Kiil; 
into  his  arms.  ^<  Now  (faith  he)  let  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace» 
for  mine  eyes  have  i'cen  thy  falvation."  O  it  would  havr  the  wings 
of  a  dove,  to  fly  away  from  this  polluted  world,  this  unquiet  worldt 
imd  be  at  reft. 

Inftr.  I .  T^ken  certainly  there  is  an  heaven^  and  ajlate  ofgfacf.  fir  tbe 

J(^ints^     Heaven  is  no  dream  or  night  vlfton  :  It  is  feafibly  tjilj^d  and 

f.  felt  by  thoufands  of  witnefTes  in  this  world  i  they  are  furc  it  .is  no  miC' 

.    take.  God  is  with  them  of  a  truth,  in  the  way  of  their  duties :  Thef 

*  Dr.  Preftoo,  wtoi  <l7iii0,'iud,  I  ihaU  change  my  place,  «ol  my  «^f^^ 
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do  aot  only  read  otf  a  glorified  eye,  but  they  have  (baiething  of  it,  o^ 
like  it  in  this  world  :  «*  The^purc  in  heart  do  here  fee  God/*  Mat*  r»  \ 
8.  The  faints  have  not  only  a  witnefs  without  them  in  the  word»  that  / 
there  is  a  ftate  ofgiory  prepared  for  believersi  bat  they  have  a  wiCmA 
in  themielves.    Tbefe  are  not  the  teftimonies  of  crazed  brains,  but 
of  the  wifeft  and  moft  ferious  of  men ;  not  a  few,  but  a  multitude  of 
theoA ;  not  coii)e£fairalIy  delivered,  b^t  upon  tafte,  feeliog,  and  triaL 
0  blelTed  be  God  for  liich  fenfible  confirmations,  fuch  fweet  preltba«4^^^ 
tioisT 

Infer,  a.  But,  oh !  what  i%  heaven  ?  And  what  that  ftate  of  glorjr 
rert^rved  for  the  faints  i  Doth  a  glimpfe  of  God's  prefence.in  a-duty» 
go  dovu)  to  the  heart  and. reins  ^  O  how  unutterable  then  muft  that 
be  which  is  (een  and  felt  above,  where  God  comes  as  near  to  n>aa  as 
can  be !  Re??,  xxii.3,.4.    «<  The  throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb  fliall 
be  in  it,  and  Jhfs  fervants  (hall  ferve  him }  and  they  (hall  fee.his  face/*   ' 
And  1  Thefl;  iv.  17.     «  And  {o  we  (hall  be  ever  with  the  Lord.**  ^ 
Owhat  is  that  I  "  Ever  with  the  Lord?"  Chriftians,  what  you  ieel   j 
and  tafte  "hef^Tby  Taith^^js  part  of  heaven's  glory  ;  but  yet  heaven  w31 
be  an  unffeakable  furprizal  to  you,  when  you  come  thither  for.  all  / 
tbat :  «<^It  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  £haU  be,"  i  Joha  lii,  i^  2. 

In/en  3.  See  hence  the  neceility  of  cafting  thefe  very  bodies  into 
a  new  moid  by  their  refurre^tion  from  the  dead,  according  to  that,  i 
Cor.  XV.  4  u  ^<  It  is  fown  in  weakncis,  but  raifed  in  power.''  Hoir 
clfe  could  it  be  a  co-partner  with  foul  in  the  inefiable  joys  of  that  pro* 
fence  above? 

The  ftat9  of  this  mortality  cannot  bear  the  fiilnefs  of  that  joy.  Hold^ 
Lord,  ftay  thy  hand,  laid  a  choice  Chriftian  once,  thy  creature  is  but 
a  day  vefiel,  and. can  hold  no  more.  If  a  tranfient  glimpfe  of  God 
here,  be  feU  ia  the  very  reins,  if  it  fo  work  upon  the  very  body  bf 
fjmpathy  wkh  the  foul>  O  what  vigorous  ipiritual  bodies,  dotb  the 
ftate  of  glory  require !  and  fuch  (ball  they  be;  Phil.  iii.  la.  *' Like 
unto  Chrift-»  gtorioos  body/' 

Infer.  4.  Is  God  fo  near  to  hi$  people  above  all  others  in  the  world? 
How  good  is  it  t9  be  near  to  them  'that  are  fo  near  to  God  ?  O,  it 
^ould  do  a  man's  heart  good  to  be  near  that  perfon  who  hath  lately 
had  God  near  to  his  fool  I  Well  might  David  fay,  Pialm  zvi.  3. 
''  AU  my  delight  is  in  the  faints,  and  in  the  excellent  of  the  earth.** 
And  again,  fisdcn  cxix.  63.  «  I  am  a  coippanion  of  all  (uch  as  fear 
tHee."  O  thiis  is  the  beauty  of  Chriftian  fellowlhip,  this  is  the  glory 
of  that  focicty  !  not  the  communication  of  their  gifts,  but  the  favour 
ff  God  on  their  fpirits.  If  any  thing  be  allurin|^  ia  this  world,  thif 
»« i  I  John  i.  3,  "  That  ye  utay  have  fellowfhip  i^tb  us  j  and.  truly 
pur  fellowfhip  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son  Chriflt  Jefus."  U 
is  faid,  Zech.  •viit.  23.  of  the  }ewS|  the  time  (hall  come,  when  there 
fliall  be  fuch  a  prefence  of  God  amomg  that  people,  that  «  ten  men 
^ut  of  all  Unguages  fhall  take  bold  of  the  ftirts  of  him  that  is  z  J«w$ 
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ifayiDg,  We  Wni  go  With  you,  for  we  have  heard  that  God  b  wifh 
you." 

Chriftians,  if  there  were  more  of  Grod  iipon  yoQ»  and  io  yon,  otheii 
woald  not  be  tempted  to  leave  your  focicty,  and  fall  in  with  the 
men  of  the  world  j  they  would  fay,  *  we  wiU  go  with  you,  for  God  is 
wkh  you. 

L^er,  5.  If  God  be  fo  near  to  the  heart  and  reins  of  his  people  in 
.  f  their  duties,  O  how  affiduous  fiiould  they  he  in  their  duties  ?  "  It  is 
'  I  good  for-me  to  draw-  high  to  God,"  Pfalm  Ixiii^  28.  Good  indeed; 
-^  Q  fhe  world  cannot  reward  the  expencc  of  time  at  this  rate,  with  all  its 
^  ;  8^*7  5  James  iv.  8.  "  Draw  riigh  to  God,'  and  he  will  driw  itigh  to 
.  j  you:  thoumeeteft  him  that  rcjoiceth  and  workcth  rightcoufncfsi 
I    Ihofe  that  remember  thee  in  thy.  ways,"  Ifa  Ixiv.  5. 

Otj,  It  would  be  an  encouragement  indeed,  If  I  might  thus  meet 

j  God  in  the  way  of  duty ;    but  that  is  but  feldom  I  can  fo  meet  God 

-f  I  there,  in  fenfible  powerful  outlets  of  his  grace  and  love !  I  km  moft  dead 

>    )  and'  cold  there:   I  feel  not  communion  with  God  going  down  to  mf 

heart  and  reins* 
w-**    ..  &/.  AVif ,  You  draw  nigh  to  God  ;  but  is  it  in  txtitb>  ot  in  mere 
J     formality  r  God  b  only  nigh  to  fuch  p  call  upon  him  In  truth,  Pfalo 

cadv.  18. 
^        Secotfdly,^  K  y<Mt  heMts  be  fincere,  yet  a^  they  not  flugg^fh  I  ^ 
2     fW  ftir  up  youriclTes  to  take  hold  of  6od  ?  Many  there  be  that  da 

Bfl^i  Ifa.  Iziv.  7.  andCant.y.  3,  5. 
^         Thlrdlyi  Have  you  not  grieved  the  Spirit  of  God^  and  catded  liiffl 
v3     to  withdraw  from  voii.    O  remember  what  pride,  siiid  vapity-iaJ^ 
been  in  you,  after  former  manifeft^tion$>,£pl^.,J7t  40* 

Fourthly^  Nevefthelefs  wait  for  God  in  his  ways  ;    his  coming  up 
.  • '     Ml  our  fouls  is  oftentimes,  yea,  moftly  a  furprizal  to  us  |  Csuati  vi.  12. 
<<  Or  ever  I  was  aware,  my  foul  made  me  as  the  chviots  of  Anunio- 
•dib." 

Infir^e.  What  fteady Chriftians fliould all realChriffiansbePForlo; 

what  a  feal  and  witnefs  hath  religion  ia  the  bredk  of  every  fincere  pro* 

fcflbr  of  it  ?  True  Chriftians  do  not  only  hear  by  report,  or  learn  by 

boohs,  the  reality  of  it)  but  feel  by  eicperieoce,  and  have  a  fenfible 

proo(  of  it  in  theb  veiy  hearts  and  reini ;  their  reins  inftmd  them,  ^  it 

18  Pfalm  xvi.  7.    They  learn  by  fpu-itual  fcnfe  and  feeling,  than  wliich 

nothing  cah  give  greater  con6fmation  in  the  wayioTGod* 

•  t  There  are  two  forts  of  knowledge  among  men:  one  traditional) 

'   •   the  other  experimental :  this  laft  the  apoftle  calk  a  «  knowing  in  our- 

/;  felves ;  '*  Heb.  x»  34,  and  oppofes  it  to  that  tradhional  knowledge 

,    which  may  be  faid  to  be  without  ourfclves,  bccaufe  borrowed  kooi^ 

thcr  men. 

Now  this  expnerience  we  have  of  the  power  of  religion  in  our  foulsj 
fa.that  only  which  fixes  a  man's  fpirit  in  the  ways  of  godlincfi.  ft 
niade  the  Hebrews  take  joyfoUy  the  fpoiling  of  their  goods  \  no  ^' 
gumeftts  or  temptations  can  wreft  truth  out  ot  the  hand  ofexpcricnccj 
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Iktk  ifi  JBJpaUmium  ie  gmfiu.     Por  W4nt  of  th»,  many  profeflon  turil 
kfide  from  tmth  ia  the  hoar  of  trial.     O  brethren !  labour  to  feel  tho 
iafluence^  of  religion  uj^on  four  Very  hcarti  and  reins  I  this  will  fettle  / 
you  better  than  aJl  the  arguments  in  the  world  can  do  \    by  thjs,  the  k 
v^ajs  of  God  are  more  endeared  to  men^  than  by  any  other  way  in   1 
the  world.    When  your  heans  have  doee  Ml  it>  you  will  never  Ibr- 
fake  it. 


i«Miifcii  ■!■■,■     I,  .   .■■  ■>■ 


THE    THiREt 

MEDI.TAtiON, 

tJi^otf  Rom.  ?iL  ai. 

I  find  then  d  lavi,  ikdt  viben  I'wuld  Ja  goa^^    tvU  u"prf/hii  jL 

naith  >ni.  ' 

THIS  chapiter  is  the  very  arfatc^oty  of  a  Cbrlftian's  heart,  oind  givetf 
an  account  of  the  moft  fecret  framesi  and  inward  workings  ot  i 
it,  both  as  to  graces  and  corruptions:  and  this  verfe  is  a  compendium  ^ 
oTbotir :  for  trie  words  are  a  mournful  complaiinti  uttered  with  a  deep'  i 
fSrc  of  an  inward  prcflttrcy  by  teafon  of  fin )  whfrein  we  art  to  con<^,  I 
fider  th^e  things : 

1.  The  perfon  complaining. 

a.  The  matter  of  complaint, 

^.  The  difcovery  of  ths|t  matter.  .     , 

FirB^  The  perion  complaining :  I  find,  t  Paulf  though  I  coiae  not 
behind  the  chie&ft  of  all  the  atpoftles,  though  i  YMe  been  wrapt  intb 
the  tblfd  healren,  and  heard  things  unutterable ;  yet  I,  for  all  tbat^ 
find  in  me  a  la^.  Never  wals  any  mere  man  mofe  deeply  fanAified  i 
never  any  lived  at  an  higher  rate  of  communion  with  God;  never  anf 
did  Chriil  more  fervide  in  this  world  i  and  yet  be  foond  a  law  of  fin  ia 
hinrfclf. 

Secondly^  The  matter  of  the  complaint,  which  QonfiAs  in  a  doable 
tvilhe  groaned  nnder ;  viif.  i.  The  prefence  of  fin  at  all  times;  a. 
The  operaiion  of  fin,  efpecially  at  ibme  times. 

RrJH^  The  prefence  bf  fin  at  all  times  :  Evil  (faith  he)  is  prefent 
iviib  mt,  it  follows  me  as  my  ihadow  doth.  By  evil  we  muft  under- 
ftand  no  other  evil  but  fip,  the  evil  of  evils ;  which,  in  refpeft  of 
power  and  efiStacy,  he  alfii  calls  a  law  j  becaufe  as  laws,  by  reafon  of 
their  annexed  rewards  and  pUni1hmentS|  have  a  mlgbtv  power  and 
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eBsaicf  npon  the  mind?  of  men  i  fa  fin,  indwellrtig  itfi>  that  rdot  ef 
<^^aH  ourtroublc  and  (brro\r,  hath  a  mlgfity  efficacy  upon  us. 

And  this  is  the  moavnlul  nurtter  o^  his  complaint :  it  is  not  for  oot« 
ward  afili£tionS|  though  he  had  many ;  ner  for  what  he  fuffered  fipora 
the  bands  of  men,  though  he  fafFered  many  grievous  thbgs  :  buft  it 
is-fin^  dwelling-  and  working  in  hini}  that  fwallowsii^  all  other  tcou- 
Bles,  as  rivcrsr  are  loft  in  the  fea  ;  this  evil  w^s  always  with  him^  the 
conftant  refidence  of  fin  was  in  his  heart  an3  nature . 

'Secondly^  Xndw^zi  Further  adds  to  his  burthen,  as  it  dwelt  in  htm 
at  aft  ttmes^  fo  k  exerted  ks  eBkacy  more  elpecnlly  at  foroe  4jm€s«  and 
thbfe  the  fpecial  tioiesj  and  principal  fcafons  in  his  whole  life  l  when 
I  would  do  good  (faith  he)  any  fplritual  good,  and  among  the  reft, 
WEehTaddrefi  myfelf  to  any  fpirltual  duty,  or  heavenly. employment; 
f^en  I  design  to  draw  hear  to  God,  arid  proniifc  myfelf  comfort  and 
rcdfels  Tni  communion  f  wkh  hiro,  then  is  etil  ^efeftt.  _Oh  I  if  I 
were^ut  nd  of *tt  in  thofc  hours,"  what  a  mercy  Hioufil  I  efieem  it, 
though  I  were  troubled  with  it  at  other  times  I  Could!  but  enjoy  my 
freedom  from  it  in  the  (ealoiis  of  du^,  and  times  of  communion 
wkh  God,  what  a  comfort  would  that  be  {  But  then  is.  t^e.  i^sia! 
fea{on  of  its  operation !  never  h  fin  more  aftive  and  biifyi^  than  at 
fucb  a  time ;  and  this,  O  this  is  my  mifery  and  my  bucden ! 

Uttrdfyj  The  next  thing  to  be  heeded  here,  i»  the  difcovciy  of 
fth  e^U  io  him,  over  which  he  fo  mourns  and  laments  :  I  find  died 
a  law,  faitb  he,  I  find  it  (i.  e.)  by  inward  fenfe,  feelmg,  and  fad  ex- 
p&Acnct*  He  knew  there  watf  fuch  a  thing  as  original  fin  in  the  na*- 
tare  of  men,  when  he  was  an  unregencrated  Pbarife^ ;  but  ttough 
ht  had  then  the  notion  of  k,  he  had  tiol  the  fenfe  and  feeling 
of  jt.as  now  he  had ;  he  now  feels  what  before  hetraditionally  oodev- 
ilood  and  talked  of :  I  find  ar  law»  q,  d,  wh^t.or.  bow  Qtb^.r&  fic^  I 
know  not :  fome  may  boail  of  their  gifis^  and  fome  may  talk  more 
than  becohies  them  of  their  graces  \  they  xossj  fizid  Mt^^'lUif^  la 
themfelves ;  and  admire  themfelves  too  mnch  for  them ;  but;^  fer  my 
Y^  part,  '  I  find  a  law,  that  when  I  would  do  good,  evil  is  prefent.'  I 
'\  ainlhre  I  find  a  bad  heart  in  the  beft  feafon,  a  proudj^  dead,.wa]|der« 
kig, lard  heart :  I  find  it  wofully  ont  of  order,  God  knows,  and  this 
il  my  miftry.     Hence  note, 

•    Ek)^.  Thattheh/f  Qffriffianf  doJenfiUyfeelf  dndfadly  biwenlthe  warl* 
ings  of  their  corruptions^  and  that  in  the  very  feafqns  and  uffOffimi* 
ties  y  their  communion  Vfith  God* 
Bring  thy  thoughts,  reader,  clofe  to  this  pomt,  and  fadly  ponder 
thefr  three  things  in  it : 

Firjiy  In  what  (pecial  aAs  Chriftians  ufe  to  feel  the  wprkmg  of  their 
corruption  in  the  feafon  of  their  communion. 

f  Wlicnjj:©.  about  the  bcft  exercifes  of  religion,  I  find  within  me  the  bw  of  the 
flem  riung  up,  and  drawing  uM  from  them.    TdlHut, 
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SecojuBjf^  Why  h  it  tbatcorruptioa  ftirs  aad  troi%lertbeihiii6re  at  ^-^ 
(tich  a  tjme  thaz\  at  others. 

Thirdly^  Upon  what  account  this  isfo  great  a  harden  to  every  gnb»  ^' 
dous  heart. 

Pfffli  As  to  the  firft  of  theie,  namcfy,  the  ipecial  aftiogs  of  corrup*    ^^ 
tion  in  the  feafbns  of  eommuniony  they  are  fuch  tfs  have^  natural  ;qp*  / 
titade  and  defign  to  deftroy  aH  coaamunion  hetwixt  God  and  the  feal  \ 
Gai.*v.  17.  <  The  fle(h  ludeth  againft  the  Spirit/    It  is  contrary  to  - 
th(!  Spirit;  and  by  reafon  of  that  contrariety^  a  poor  Chriftian  cannot 
do  the  things  that  he  would. 

How  many  times  have  ibme  Chriftians  lamented  this  upon  their 
knees,  wit£  bleeding  hearts  and  weeping  eyeif  Lord,  I  came  hither 
to  enjoy  thee  \  I  hoped  for  ibme  lights  ftrengtb,  and  refreshment  ia  \ 
this  duty :  I  promifed  myfelf  agood  hqur  ;  my  heart  began  to  warm  / 
and  melt  in  duty  \  I  was  nigh  to  the  expedarion  and  defire  of  my  j 
(buTV^urthe  unbelief,  deadncfs,  and  vaoity  of  my  heart  hathfepa*  ! 
rated  isustwixt  me  and  my  God,  and  with-held  good  things  from  me.     ^ 

Three  thmgs  are  requifitc  to  communion  with  God  in  duties :       * 

Firft^  Coiiipofedacfs  of  thoughts. 

Secondfyf  Aaivity  of  faith. 

TAird/y,  Excitations  of  afieftions :  and  all  thefe  ar«  fenfihly  ob^ 
firuAed  by  innate  corruption;  for  by  in-dwelling  fin, 

ftr/f.  The  order  of  the  foul  is  difturbed  by  ftoding  forth  multi- 
tudes of  vain  and  impertinent  thoughts,  to  infeft  and  diftrailthe  fold 
in  its  approaches  to  God  :  the  fenfe  of  this  evil  gave  occafion  to  that 
'  prayer,  rial,  Ixxxvi.  if,  ^  Unite  my  heart  to  fear  thy  name/  Howe 
miicK  have  we  to  do  with  our  own  hearts  upon  this  account  every  1 
day  ?  Abundance  of  rules  are  given  to  cure  this  evil,  but  the  corrupt  .' 
tion  of  the  heart  makes  them  all  neceflfary. 

Sicondty^  The  afltivity  of  faith  is  clogged  by  natural  unbelief:  O  what 
difficulties  is  every  work  of  feith  carried  through  I  <  Lord,  I  believe^ 
help  thou  my  unbelief,*  Mark  ix.  24.  It  cramps  the  hand  of  faith  ill 
every  part  ot  its  work  ;  the  foul  fenfibly  feels  itfelf  bound  and  fetter-  "^ 
ed  by  its  own  unbelief,  fo  that  it  cannot  aflent  w;ith  that  fulnefs,  cleari 
nefs,  and  determisatenefs  that  It  would ;  it  cannot  apply  with  that 
ft^ength;^  certainty,  and  comfort  it  defires ;  and  thus  are  the  wings 
of  iaith  pinioned,  that  when  we  (hould  foar  aloft  in  the  higheft  adts 
of  {wee!  communion  with  God,  we  can  but  flutter  upon  the  carth« 
and  mkke  (bme  weak  eifays  and  offers  heaven- ward,  which  oftentimet 
afe'Sniffrated  and  put  by,  through  the  unbelief  that  is  in  us.        •    ' 

Thirdly i  The  excitation  of^the  affeftions  is  rendered  difficult,  bf 
reafon  of  that  natural* deadnefs  and  hardnefs  that  is  in  the  heart. 
Alas' I  it  is'naturally  an  heart  of  ftone,  and  as  eafy  it  is  to  diflb^e  o# 
melt  the  rocks  into  a  fweet  fyrup,  as  the  heart  into  fpiritual  and  hea-  . 
vcnly  affcAions  towards  God.  There  is  fcarcc  any  one  thing  in  thi 
world  that  <?hriftian$  more  paffionatcly  bewail,  arid  are  more  ienfibljr  r 
^Si&si  for/ than  the  deadneis  and  bardnete  of  their  otm  heMs,  ' 
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^9^  SacfMmeniaf  UfikatioHS^ 

NotUog  j^  feand  ibfBcieiu  rometimes  to  aflFeft  arul  ntfe  thenu.  ^^ 
yet  if  thejbc  not  excited  put  of  their  torpor  and  ftu^idiitjf^.tbp;  caur 
hoTEave  communioo  with  God  in  duties.  « 

SecohdTyy  And  if  we  enquire  Into  the  reafbnt  why  poor  Chrifliam 
find  thrmfelves  more  infefted  by  natural  corrrptions  in  the  feafoos  of 
duty  than  at  other  times  \  the  reafons  ar«  obvious  to  him  that  coofw 
ders,  I.  That  duty  irritates  It  i  2.  Satan  excites  it}  y  God  per* 
mits  it  to  be  fo. 

Firfi^  Corruption  is  irritated  by  duty,  it  is  provoked  by  that  which 

bridles  and  purges  it :  Nothing  is  found  more  dcftniftjve  to  fin  than 

.^ommunion  with  Oodis^  and  therefore  nothing  makcs.ajScrccr  op- 

poStion  to  atl  fellowAiip  and  communion  betwixt  jthf  ip.ul  and  its 

GoJ  than  fin  doth.  As  waters  fwell  and  rage  when  they  areobftruc- 

ted  by  a  dan>,  fo  do  our  corruptions  when  obftmAed  and  choked  bf 

^  duty.     Sin  would  fain  make  men  leave  praying,  and  praj*^  wpuld 

^  fain  make  men,  leave  (inning. 

Secondly^  As  duty  irritates  it,  fo  Satan  excites  it,  cipecially.in  fuch 
feafons.  When  Jofhua  the  high-prieft  ftbod  before  the  Lord»  Satan 
was  feen  landing  at  his  right*hand  to  refift  him,  Zech.iii*  r.  How 
hard  is  it  for  a  Chriitian  then  to  be  dextrous,  apt,  ^nd  rc^ij  for 
fpiritual  work,  whilfi  Satan  ftands  ^t  his  right-hsind^  (be  worthing 
hand,  to  make  rcfiftance. 

The  devil  is  aware  that  one  hour  of  clofe,  fpiritusil,  and  he^rtf 
I  convcrfi  with  God  in  prayer,  is  able  to  pull  down  wha^  he  hath  been 
'  contriving  and  building  many  a  year.  Now  this  envious  fpirit  having 
;  ah  (Siff  accefs  to  the  fancy,  that  bufy  and  upruly  powpr  ^f  the  foul, 
'  will  not  be  wanting  to  create  fuch  figments  and  notions  in  it,  as.  \'\Y^ 
;  a  rapid  ftream,  (ball  carry  away  the  foul  and  aQTts  thoughts  from 
;  God  in  duty.  O  what  ado  have  mo(l  Chriftians  to  prevent  the  failie$ 
'  and  excurfions  of  their  hearts  from  God  at  fuch  times ! 

3.  As  Satan  cxercifes  it,  fo  the  wife  and  holy  God,  fpr  good  endt 
to  his  peiopie,  permits  it  to  be  fo^ 

This  thorn  in  the  flefli  keeps  them  humble  $  thefe  lamented  dlf^ 

.  tractions  and  corruptions  ip  their  duties  deAroy  their  dependccct  upr 

'  CD  them,  and  glorying  in  them  :  For  if  we  be  fo  prpnetp  gri^e  and 

.  confidence  in  our  duties,  amidft  fuch  fenfible  workings  and  niing- 

lings  of  corruption  with  them,  what  woyld  we  be  if  they  were  Cftore 

pure  and  excellent ;  Thefe  things  alfo  ipalfre  the  faints  weary  of  thi$ 

.  world,  and  to  groan  within  themfelves  after  tb^  more  perfeQ  f^ate 

wherein  God  Ih^il  bp  enjoyed  s^nd  |een  in  morp  perfeAicn  and  fatis* 

fe^ion.     But, 

.  Thirdly^  This  in  tl^e  mean  time  caijtoot  but  be  a  very  gncTPV*  ^^* 
<  tioii  and  pr^ure  to  the  graqous  fo^l,  to  be  thfis  <:logged  andJnfefted 
'  by  its  QWQ  corruptions  in  the  Tery  feafon  of  its  communion  whh  Go4* 
j   Tor,. 

Rrfit  By  this  the  foul  is  rendered  very  nnfuitable  to  that  holy  fftp 
^^tm^  H  approacliq(}  |Iab.  j.  13.    <  Thou  art  of  purer  eyes  |1^  ^P 
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bebdd  evil,  and  caoft  Qot  look  upon  iniqaity/    Muflk  the  great  and 

blefled  God  wait  upon  a  poor  worm  till  it  be  at  leifure  to  attend  him? 
Muft  he  be  forfal^en  for  every  trifle  that  comes  in  the  way  of  its  fan-*  :   I 
cy?  Oh,  How^qvoking.aR  evil  is  this!  <  Surely  God Jicjaristb  not  ^  j 
vanity,  neither  wiU  the  Almighty  regard  it/  Job  xxxv«  13.     Thi» 
unfukableneis  of  our  ipirits  to  the  Lord,  cannot  do  lefs  than  covcjr 
our  faces  with  ihame ;  as  did  Ezra,  chap.  ix.  6./  0  ipy  God,  I  am  '  ' 
afhamed}  and  ieven  blufh  to  look  up  unto  tbe<?J  ,  ' 

SeamJ/y^  By  this  thofe  benefits  and  comforts  are  iotercepted  whicl|  , 
^e  better  tbaa  life ;  there  is  a  fenfible  prefence  of  God  ;  there  are 
manifeftations  of  pardon,  peace  and  love  ^  there  are  reviving  influeo**   j 
ces  and  frefh  anointings  of  (he  Spirit  ;  there  are  a  thoufand  merciei  / 
of  this  kind,  that  in  their  feafons  are  comchunicated  to  men  in  the  [ 
^^7  _oL-dot7  i  and  would  it  not  grieve  a  man  to  the  very  heart  and  (/ 
fottl,  to  be  defeated  of  tRofe  ineftimable  treafures,  by  the  breaking   , 
forthof  the  unbelief,  pride,  or  vanity  of  his  own  heart,  when  fiich  • 
mercies  arc  almoft  in  his  hand  ?  *  Your  iniquities,  (faith  the  prophet)  f 
bave  feparated^betwixt  you  and  your  God  ;  and  your  fins  have  hid 
his  face  from  you^  that  he  will  not  hear,'  Jfa.  lix.  2.     O  cruel  cover* 
iagl  Q  djfqoat  clpud  !  th^t  hides  the  face  of  God  from  his  people^ 
that  th^j  cannot  heboid  \t  I  «  .Wherefore  am  I  coo^e  from  Gcfhor^ 
(faith  Abfalom)  if  I  may  not  fee  the  king's  (ace  ?" 

What  do  I  here  upqn  my  knees,  faith  a  Chriftian,  if  I  may  not  fee 
God  ?  Duties  are  nothing  ^9  me  without  God  ;  the  world  and  all  it^   \ 
comforts  jre  dry  and  taft;flefs  things  to  me  without  God  ;  his  mani-  -h 
feft^d  favour  and  fealed  love  are  (he  very  life  of  my  life,  and  from  this  / 
the  corruptions  of  my  own  heart  have  cut  me  off". 

Thirdly^  By  theie  things  the  beauty  and  excellency  pf  duties  arede* 
jaced.     Tbefe  dead  flies  fpoil  that  excellent  ointment;  for  wbereio 
poniids  the  beauty  and  true  excellency  of  duties,  but  in  that  fpirituality    . 
and  heavenly  temper  of  foul  with  which  they  are  performed  ?  This 
makes  them  fuitable  to  their  objc^,  John  iv.  24.     Take  away  fpiri-  A 
tuality  from  duties,  and  then  you  may  number  them  among  your  tins^  '^ 
and  thcliiatters  of  your  flianie  and  forrpw.     Take  away  the  heart    1 
frond  duty/ and  what  remains  bi|t  a  dead  carcafe  without  life  or    : 
beauty  T 

Fourthly^  By  thefe  things  gracious  fouls  are  greatly  puzzled  ^nd 
perplexed  about  th^ir  eQate  and  condition  *,  this  is  the  fountain  of 
their  fears  and  doubtings*     Oh !  when  a  man  feels  fuch  deadnefs  19 
his  heart  towards  God,  fuch  (H^nefs  in  his  will  to  the  will  of  God,   , 
fuch  a  liillefs,  careleis  temper  to  all  that  is  fpiritual,  how  (thinks  he)  | 
tan  tills  conjift  with  a  renewed  ftate  and  tenipcr  ?  Sure  no  Chriftiaii  'm 
is  trouBletl  with  fuch  an  heart  as  mine  is,  cfpecially  when  it  (hall  b^   ; 
iound  in  its  ordinary  courfe,  fb  free,  niipble  and  indefatigable  in  its  / 
pursuits  and  entertainments  of  things  fenfual  and  earthly  :  there  it  k  ^ 
^s  the  chariots  of  Amminadib,  but  here^  like  Pharaoh's  chariots:  there 
\\  ^^  puch  needs  the  .curb,  as  it  doth  the  fpof  here.    J^ordj,  faith  thip   q. 
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poorfool)  / Itiow  not  whai  to  dd;  if  Id9  fi9t bol  into  fnj iehirt^  I ranmt 
j^\  fcjtwipr^  7  ^ffJ  iff^^^  lean  have  no  comfort.     T-his  is  a  fad  p^rplexUf 
indeed ! 

Fifthly^  and  laftly,  By  Ihcfe  things  the  SpTirjt  of  God  is  gneved ; 

'ind  that  which  grieves  him  cannot  but  be  a  grief  and  burden  to  us:  his 

motions  are  quenched  hj  thefe  corruptions,  his  (anAifying  defigns  (as 

vanAi  as  lies  in  us)  ofeftrufted  by  them  riureljr  then  there  is  caofe 

enough  why  a  Chriftiah  ihould  follow  every  vain  thought  with  a  deep 

J  .figh>  and  every  ffirrinjj  of  unbelief  witth  a  fad  tear. 

The  ufefulhefs  of  this  point  is  great  ^nd  exceeding  feafonablej  when 
we  arc  tgi  draw  nigh  to  God»  and  addrefs  ourfclves  to  ipiritual  duties  i 
ft  may  to  great  purpofe  be  improved  by  way,       ' 

1.  Of  information* 

2.  Direftion. 

•  3.  Coniblatbn.  .         . 

We  may  greatly  improve  it  for  our  informatipnj  in  the  fpDowing 
#  ^ticulars.  '  '  - 

I        I .  Hence  we  may.  take  our  meafures  of  the  wonderfol  and  aftcmifh- 
t\  '^g  grace  and  condefcenfion  of  God  to  his  peoplCj> Jjo^  notwithftand- 
^  ing  all  that  evil  which  is  at  prefent  with  them  in  the_good  ttejLdt), 
mil  not  rcjeft  their  perfons  or  duties  for  all  that. 

Hov^doth  fri^c  ^iice  make  its  own  way  through  fwarms  of  vanity  ! 
^  HowdotH  it  breakthrough  all  the  deadnefsj  infideKty,  and  hardnefs 
j    t>Iour  hearts  to  do  us  good  ?  Though  evil  he  prefent  with  us,  our 

gracious^  God  will  not  be  abftnt  from  us  notwithllanding  that. 
^       TIow  greatly  was  thefpoufe  amazed  at  the  unexpected  condeften- 
.  fion  and  grace  of  Chrift  in  this  matter  i  Cant.  ii.  8.  <  It  is  the  voice 
of  my  bclov.d ;  behold,  he  cometh  leaping  over  the  mountains,  ftip- 
iping  over  the  hills.*     It  is  the  voice  of  my  beloved.     That  abrupt  bro- 
ken expreffion  (hews  a  perteft  furprize  :  ftie  faw  mountains  of  guilt 
and  unworthinefs  betwixt  Chrift  and  her  foul  5  and  yet,  behold,  he 
tomes  (kipping  over  all  thofe  mountains  and  hills  :  O  free  grace,  rich 
and  admirable  giace,  which  with  fo  many  notwithltandings  and  nc- 
V  verthelcfles,  will  fave  and  comfort  the  poor  and  unworthy  ioul ! 
'       2.  How  little  reafon  have  any  of  us  to  be  proud  of  our  bcft  perfonr.- 
ances  !  *  There  is  not  a  juft  man  upon  earth,  that  doth  ^cod,  and 
firineth  not,'  faith  Solomon,  Ecclef.  vii.  20.     If  there  be  fomething 
fupcrnatui-ally  good  in  our  duties,  yet  there  is  ahnndance  of  natural 
tevil  commixed  with  that  good;  the  evil  is  wholly^ ours,  the  good 
wholly  God's ;  we  have  no  reafon  then  to  glory  in  cur  hieft  perform- 
ances. 

It  hath  been  a  qucflion  with  fome.  Whether  fome  fhort  tranfient 
aft  of  a  regenerate  foul  may  not  be  free  from  fin  j  but  it  was  never 
ijueftioned,  whether  any  continual  a6t,  much  lefs  a  courfe  of  aftionJ, 
could  be  without  fin.  Evil  will  be  prefent  with  us  in  all  we  do;  it 
will  be  with  us  in  our  clofets ;  prefent  even  in  the  awful  prefencc  of 
the  holy  XSodj  in  the  moft  high  and  folemn  duties  of  religioni  in  tbe 
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m^wtt  and  ^iritiial  a£tions  that  pafs from  us ;  mfejhffb  ^  fi^om 

depciwence,  fo  from  priJe  and  con ceitedneils  in  all  jou  do.     Whilfk  /*" 
ournatures  arefandifiedTbut  in  partj,  and  purprincipi$.9^iaLxtj,oiy  du«   | 
tTeyaaS 'perfermanc^s  iP9Q  never  be  purc«.  <  Who  can  hdQg.a  cleaa  J^ 
thmg  out  of  an  unclean  ?  not  one/  John  xiy»  4* 

3.  How  are  we  all  obliged  tp  blefs  God  for  Jefus  the. Mediator,  to 
make  us  and  our  finful  duties  acceptable  to  God  ?  Sad  ^,^0  pur  cafe 
ifHiis  high  prieft  did  not  "  bear  the  iniq^uity  of  our  holy^^ingj,**  a$  / 
it  IS,  Exod.  xsviji^  38.     It  is  his  obladon  and  interceiHon  that  obtains  /   . 
and  cominu(Es.jour  pardon  for  our  prayer-fins,  our  hear.ing:jui%.  our  ' 
racrament-{ins*>  thefe  alone  would  eternally  damnusj  if  we  had  no  Om  \ 
tKer,  did  not  free  grace  make  us  accepted  m  the  Beloved,*'  £ph.  i-  6.  \ 
When  cvilis  prererit  with  us,  then  is  Chrift,  our  Advocate,  prefent    * 
with  tiie  Father  for  US3  and  thence  it  is  that  we  arc  not  deftroyed  up* 
on  our  knees,  and  that  the  jealqufy  of  God  breaks  not  forth  as  firc^ 
to  devour  us  in  pur  very  duties. 

4*  If  evil  be  prefent  with  us,  yea,  inherent  in  us,  in  pur.bdlL.da« 
ties,  what  need  had  Chridians  then  to  watch  againft  the  external  oc^  \ 
caiions  oTfin,  and  to  keep  a  clofe  guard  upon  their  fenfes,  efpecially  --^ 
when  thej.,havc  tCLdp  wi^h  God  ? 

There  is  danger  enough  from  within  i^  you  need  not  open  another 
door  Irpq)  without.  This  natural  corruption  is  too  aflive  in  itfelf,  if 
there  be.no  irritation  by  any  external  occafion ;  how  much  more  whea 
the  eye  and  ear  opened  and  unguarded,  and  occafions  are  offered  it 
from  without.  Watching  is  half  the  wprk  of  a  Chriftian  whifft  be  -^ 
UpSlxUWi^JEp^  yi.  }3..  The  Arabian  proverb  is  as  indruftive  as  it  j 
is  myftia^l.  Shut  the  windows^  that  the  houje  may  be  light,  ^ 

5.  If^eyil  be,prefent  when  we  would  do  good,  if  it  infeft  us  in  our 
beil  duties,  then  certainly  there  is  no  reft  to  be  expelled  for  jmy.  of 
God^s  people  in  this^world.     Where  Ihall  we  go  to  be  free  from  fin? 
I(ahy  where,  let  us  go  to  our  clofets,  to  our  knees,  to  the  ordinancei  \^ 
of  God  ^  yea,  but  even  there  evil  is,  and  will  be  prefent  with  i^  ^  if  1 
we  cannot  be  free  from  evil  there,  it  is .  vain  to  expe£t  it  clfewhery 
in  this  world.     Onlj  in  heaven  believers  reft,  from  fin.     When  once  ^ 
they  are  abfent  from  the  body,  and  prefent  with  the  Lord,  fin  {hall  no 
more  be  prefent  with  them ;    which  fhould  make  all  ttuit  hate  fin« 
long  for  heaven,   and  be   "willing   to  be  dilTolved  and   be  with 

chrift,:' 

a.  For  Jire£Iion.    Let  all  that  experimentally  fee  and  feel  what  the 
dpoftle  her^  mourns  over,  carefully  ^attend  fuch  diredlions  as  may 
preventthe  fpoil  of  their  duties  by  the  working  of  their  corruptions  ^ 
in  them. ./        - 

Though  no  niks  are  found  fufficient  to  prevent  wholly  the  influ- 
ence of  our  corruptions  upon  duties,  yet.own  it  as  aTpecial  mercy,  if  it  .' 
noay  la  any  meaiUre  be  prevented  or  rcftrained :    In  order  whercunto  ' 
Ifk^i  hint  briefly  theie  fcUowing  rules,   which  the  exptrience  of 
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itaany  Chriftians  hath  rccomcnen  ded^  as  exceediogly  ufefiil  in  iiHt 
ftfe. 
^  -  Rule  !•  Bf  more  diligent  in preparaiion  fij^Y*^  dtities^  if y^  ivould 
iHeet  nvitb  lefs  interruption  irt  jour  duties.  The  very  light  of  nature 
teaches  folemn  prepafatioil  to  all  important  and  weighty  bufinefs  : 
An3  is'thcrc  more  folemn  and  concerning  bufiacr$  in  all  the  worlds 
thai!  fhat  which  thou  trallfa^<fft  with  Udd  in  duties?  Angels  ap- 
^  proaeh  not  this  God  with  whom  thou  haft  to  do,  without  profound  rc« 
\  fjpeds  to  his  imrtienfe  greatnefs  and  awful  hor?nef^j  Ifa.  vi.  3,  When 
you  flretch  forth  yoiir  hands^  it  is  rtquired  that  you  fifft  prepare 
jrourhearts,loBxi.  13,  14. 

Rule  i/'Reaiize  the  prejence  of  God  in  all  jour  dutiet^  and  pni^  your 

hearts  all  thai' jcu  are  dile  oythat  Consideration.  O  think  whiit  a  piercing 

/  j  holy  eye  beholds  thy  heart,  arid  tries  thyreips  !     Wodldft  thou  not 

'  ,^yilc  realTy  afliamed,  if  thy  thoughts  wefe  but  tocal_to_mcc,  ancLthe 

^4fiX  workings  and  wanderings  of  thy  heart  vifiblc  tojthoie  th2t_Join  with" 

^   '  -fiice  in  tfic  fiime  dtity  ?  O^f  the  preiericc  of  CJod  were  moi^e  realiz* 

j   I   ed,  certainly  your  hearts' would  be  better  {ecured  againft  the  illcorfionsf 

of  your  corruptions. 

Rule  3.  Labour  Jor  d  deeper  meafure  and  dtgret  ({^  fajuB^athm  $ 
x^  tmA^^  other  rules  are  but  fpiritual  anodynes  to  gitLpcefefit  cafe,  hut 
/^thisjs  the  way  tea  real  ^ure.  A  thoufand  things  may  be  found  help* 
fiirto  put  by  a  vain  thought  for  the  prefentj  but  then  it  returns  again, 
Snd'iFihay  be  with  more  ftfength :  This  is  the  proper  method  to  dry 
the  fpring,  when  others  are  bat  attedipts  to  divert  the  ftream :  If 
babits  of  grace  were  more  deeply  radicated,  afb  of  grace  WoaM  be 
more  ealy  to  us,  and  flow  more  fredy  from  us. 

Rule '4.  l^aftly,  Conlider  nvhat  an  aggravation  it  is  to  your  rt»7,  ta 
vent  ttfelfin  the^cialprejetice  of  God  in  duties.  Sec  hcfw  raul  mourns 
over  it  in  the  text :  It  is  not  only  a  fin-,  but  an  affronting  of  .Cod  to' 
his  face :  This  grieving  of  his  Spfirit  is  the  fpoil  of  thy  duty  3  it  i^(ai 
one  aptly  calls  it)  obest  infemaiias,  an  hellifh  bar  or  femora  to  all  fWeet 
and  free  intercourfe  of  the  foul  with  God. 

^.  For  ConfolatioH.     Btit  whilft  I  am  reprefenting  the  evi)  of  it  to 

ibmci  h  may  be  there  are  others  overwhelmed  with  the  forrosffut 

. '  (enfeof  it,  evfrfl  to  difcouragement  and  defpolidency :  PoorChriftian  ! 

is  this  thy  cafe  ?  Are  all  the  affiiAiom  in  the  world  nothing  to  thee^ 

in  coroparifoQ  whtT  this  evil  which  isprefent  with  thee,  wheii  tboa 

wouldeft  do  good  ?  Well,  though  thou  cafift  n6t  do  the  good  thou 

v^ouldfl,  nor  free  thyielf  yet  from  the  evil  thou  wpuMft,  rather  than 

•  live,  be  freed  from,  there  are  four  things  that  may  give  niu<;b  relief 

'  •  to  thy  pcnfive  foul. 

I.  Though  the  prefence  ofevU^  even  in  thy  hefi  duties ^  iefad^  jet  tiy 

:  grief  and  aJliBionJbr  it  is  fweet  z  That  is  a  fad  iin,  but  this  b.  a  fweet 

X  fign«     It  is  not  heart-evils,  heart-wanderings  id  duties^  hardqcf^  and 

.tmbelief,  that  .hypocrites  mourn  for,  but  looie  grofs^  and  cztonHil 
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evib.'    Let  this  trouble  for  fio  cozAfort  thee  when  the  prelence  of  im  *  v 

grieves  tl^ee.  > 

■  2.  God  accej^ythrw^  Jefus  tbri^ 

csn  do  mthmg  j^urel^  and  pafe&ly^  Cant.  y.  |.     Your  fincerity  is  70ur.,s 
evahg^cal  perfeAion  ;  the  eVU  that  is  preient  is  not  imputed  ;  ihn^^ 
good  thatis^efent  is  (noturithftuiding  that  commixed  evil)  accepted^  I 
vhichJs^ihaQiQg.i^iy9J^ 

'  3.  Toufind  your  cafe  was  thi  cafe  of  Uejfed  Paul^  a  man  of  imnent 
fon3ky.  And  if  you  confult  all  the  £uotSf  one  bj  one,  you  will  find 
them  all  fick  of  tUs  difeafe^  fo  that  your  cafe  is  not  fingular* 

4.  Tour  ju^ficfUion  is  petjiB,  and  witbout  j^,  tboi^b  your  fanQ^om 
tionieru^o:  and  the  time  b  comingi  when  youy  fanflification  ll^iall  b^^ 
as  your  juftification  is^  and  after  that  no  more  complaints.  f 


THE  FOURTH 

MEDITATION 

TJponEptf.  i.  13* 

In  wham  aijo,  afier  thai  ye  b^eved^  ye  were  feaUd  with  the  h^ 
S^rit  if  pt[omife. 

TT^ROM  his  dozology  ^nd  folemn  tbanldgivingi  ver.  3.  the  apoftkf 
X;  enumerated  the  principal  Chri(Han  (irivileges  that  gave  the  occa^ 
uon  of  that  thankfgivingj  among  Which  thb  in  the  text  is  not  the 
icaft,  though  laft  named. 

In  this  one  verfe  we  have  the  two  noble  aAs  of  fiuth  difplayed  \  Itt 
direct  aA,  called  trufllng  \  and  its  reflex  aA|  which  in  order  of  na- 
ture and  time  follows 'it,  and  is  implied  in  the  word  fealing.  ' 

In  the  latter  claufe  (to  which  I  fliall  confine  my  meditations)  fbur 
things  muft  be  remarked;  Viz.  1.  Hie  fiifajea;  2.  Nature}  3.  Aitthai) 
And  4.  Quality  of  aOurance. 

I  The  fubje  A  of  aflhrance,  which  is,  and  can  be  no  other  thafl  m 
foul  that  hath  dofed  with  Chrift  by  faith:  Reflex  a£h  necdflarily  pfe* 
iuppofe  direA  ones.  Never  was  any  unbeliever  fcaled,  excepr  to  dam* 
nation:  Afiurance  is  peculiarly  the  prerqgative  of  believers, 

2.  The  nature  of  aflurance:  He  calls  it  fealing;  an  apt  metaphor 
to  exprefs  the  nature  of  it ;  for  afl!iirance>  like  a  feal,  both  confirms^ 
declaresi  and  diftinguiihes  it :  it  confirms  the  eraiit  of  God.  d«6bMS 

Vol.  VI.  •      •        3E  •     .-    -  .^ 
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the  porpoAr  of  QoS,  and  diAiogiriflies  tile  peribn  fo  prifilqgcjl  froa 
other  men. 

3.  The  Author  of  aflhtaiwfi  which  is  the  Spirit,  he  it  the  keeper 
of  the  great  ftal  of  heaven ;  and  it  is  his  0§ic€  to  conSnii  tad  fetl 
the  believer^  right  atid  mtereft  in  Chrfft  and  heaven,  Rom.  via.  16. 

4.  Laftly,  The  qnality  of  this  Spirit  of  tiflhraiice,  or  the  ftalisg 
Spirit :  He  feab  in  the  quality  of  an  hcly  Spirit,  and  of  the-Sptiit  oi 
promHb;  as  an  holy  S^titf  relating  to  his  previous  TanAiffifig  woHc 
upon  the  fealed  (bttl^  as  the  Spirit  of  promifey  refpe^ng  the  me£itm 
or  ioftrumeht  tt\tdt  nfe  of  by  hhn  in  his  fesling  work  ;  for  be  feab  by 
djpeoiog  and  applying  the  promifes  to  beKevers  from  the  Spirit's  or- 
At.    The  nott  wHl  be  this : 

Doft,     Tiat  the  prhUege  9/ fiaimg  fflhm  $k«  dtOy  tf  fa&w 
ing. 

There  is  no  feifoo  more  proper  to  treat  of  the  fealing  of  the  Spirit, 
tlM  tfl  a  ftaflSg  ordtoaoce :  Nor  an  i  hiindk  the  Spirit's  ftaiiag^ 
work  in  a  moc£  profitable  method,  than  in  fatisfying  thefe  five  que- 
ries particularly,  and  then  applying  the  whole. 

I .  What  is  the  Spirit's  fediog-work,  and  bow  performed  ? 
,    2.  Why  none  arc  fealed  till  they  believe  ? 
(j  3*  'Vt^ther  all  believem  are  fealed? 
1   4*  What  is  tljeprivifegerfbeiBgfcafcdf 

5.  What  are  the  eflTea?  of  the  Spirit's  fealing  1 

1 .  ^uerj.  What  n  the  Spirtt's  £iaUng-work  ?  and  how  is  it  per« 
formed* 

jinfu^.  The  feaEoj?  of  the  Spirit  is,  ha  giving  a  fure  and  certain 
teflfknony  to  the  reamy  of  that  work  of  grace  he  bath  wrbygbt  in 
our  fouls,  and  to  our  interoS  in  Chrift  and  the  promiles,  thereby  fa« 
listing  ovr  fears  and  doubts  about  our  eftate  and  condition* 

Every  matter  of  weight  and  concernment  is  to  be  proved  by  two 
fbffident  witneficsi  Drat.  xix.  15.  Our  fincerity  and  intereft  ife 
Chrifl  are  matters  of  the  deeped  concernment  to  us  in  all  the  worl(l> 
awd  therefore  i^ecd  a  farther  witnefs  to  confirm  and  clear  them  than 
ihat  of  our  own  fjpiritS|  Rom.  viii.  x6.  Three  things  concur  to  the 
•  Spirirs  icaling  work. 

•  Heba^fies  the  ibul ;  he  irradiates  and  clears  that  work  of  finfU- 
fioMaoo;  ho  enabks  it  thereby  to  applv  promifes. 

The  firft  is  his  material  or  objective  feat ;  the  latter  his  formal  feal- 
kig.  Kowe  but  the  Spirit  of  God  can  dlear  and  confirm  our  tkle  to 
CMft,  for  be  only  iearcbeth  the  deep  things  of  God,  t  Cor.  ti.  lo. 
aad^  it  is  bis  officci  Rom*  viU«  i6.  c^t^fia^tv^mi  to  witnefs  with  oor 
fpirits. 

•  This  leal  or  witnefi  of  the  S(nrit  oraft  needs  be  trueand  certaih,  be- 
catrfe  ooFUHfiience  and  tnith  are  his  efleatial  properties.  He  is  omni' 
HMiDta  I  Cor.  ii.  10.  and  therefore  cannot  be  deceived  himfelf.  He 
is  the  S^t  of  trutbj  John  jX^^i  7.  and  therefore  cannot  deceive  vs% 
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fi>  tjiat  his  tcftimony  is  more  infaUiUe  aad  fitis&^brf  than  a  vmct 
from  ]i9avei^  z  Pet.  L  19. 

If  ao  angel  ihould  appear,  and  tell  qs»  ChriSk  ha^lx  faid  to  bitOf 
Go  and  tell  fuch  a  «xaii»  that  I  love  Ium»  that  I  Ibed  mj  Uood  for 
him>  and  will  lave  bimi  it  could  never  give  that  repofe  and  fatiayfac* 
tipn  to  the  mihd>  as  the  internal  witne&  or  £egl  of  the  Spirit  doth  9  iof 
that  floaj  be  a  deluiion»  but  tbi«.  cannot.  The  witaeis  of  oar  owa 
heart  may  amount  to  a  ftrong  prob^ility,  but  the  witnefi  o£  the  Spi* 
rit  is  demonftrationi  i  John'SK-a4.  ■''^^     . 

So»  that  as  itis  tbs  defig^  and  work  of  Satan,  ta  caft  in  dof^btf 
and  fears  into  gracious  hearts,  to  perplex  and  entangle  them,  (o.  op* 
pofitely,  it,  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  to  dear  .and  fettle  t^  lan^fi^ 
ibul,  and  fill  it  with  peace  and  joy  in  believing,  John  xvi.  7,  ^o^ 

»iv.  7- 

In  fealing,  he  both  attefts  ih^jf^  qwi  cr^ditur^  the  doifannc  or 
objed  of  faith,  and  the Jldem  qua  cr^difur^  the  infufc^  habit  or  grace 
of  faith :  of  the  former  he  &ith.  This  is  my  word  i  of  the  latteVy 
This  is  my  work ;  and  his  feal  or  teftimooy  is  cvermpre  agreeable  fe9 
the  writun  word,  Ifa.  viiL  aa  So  that  what  he  ipeala  in  oor  hearts* 
and  what  he  faith  in  the  fcrtpture,  are  evermore  concordant  and  h9|> 
momons  tefiamonies^ 

To  conclude ;  In  fealing  the  believer  bf  doth  not  make  uff  of  ai| 
audible  voice,  nor  the  mii^ftry  of  angels,,  tmr  imjs^diate  and  extraor* 
diaary  revelations,  but  he  makes  ^fe  of  bis  own  gjraqes  implanted  In  i 
our  heartSj^and  his  own  promifes  written  in  the  fcriptures  ;  and  in 
this  method  he  ufually  brings  the  doubting  trembling  heart  of  a  be^ 
liever  to  reft  ^nd  .contort. 

a.  ^uery.    Why  are  none  iealed  till  after  believing  ? 

Affvf.  It  cannot  be  deniod,  but  that  manj  perfoix  in  a  ftatc  of 
nature  and  unbelief,  may  hayq  u|igrouAde^jcongdcncc»5y,and*7a]^ 
comforts  built  there^ppn*.  This  is  evident  from  Matth*  yii.  %%.  '  Ma- 
JM^'^wifl  fay  unto  me  inthotdajTii  Lord,  Lord,  have  we  not  prophefied 
in  thy  name?'  And  John  viii.  54,  55.  <  Of  whom  ye  fay  that  he  )$ 
your  G^^  ^xid  yet  ye  have  not,  knpwn  him/  And,  beyond  all,  is 
that  fiartUng  fcripture,  Heb.  iv.  4,  5.  <  Who  were  once  enlightened^ 
and  have  tafted  of  the  heavenly  gift,  and  were  made  partakers  of  the 
Hcd7~Gbo(t,  and  have  taflsd  the  good  word  of  God,  and  the  po^ielns 
of  the  world  to  come,  if  they  fall  away,'  &c« 

But  for  any,  except  real  believers,  to  have  thofe  witnefies  and>  fealr^ 
ings  of  the  Spirit  defcribed  above,  is  utterly  impoffible,  and  wilt  evi^ 
dently  appear  to  be  fo,  whether  we  confider  the  author^  natwre,  ob« 
jefi,  mediums^  end  and  defign  of  this  work* 

Ftrftt  Confider  the  author  of  this  work,  the  SfirU  rfGod^  who  is 
an  holy  Spirit*  as  the  text  calls  bioSf  and  the  Sfirk  tfirtub^  as  Chrift 
caUs  hm,  John  xiv^  17.  and  it  eannoc  be  that  over  be  Ihould  gpiM 
tdtimony  to  a  lie,  or  give  9  falTe  wilnels,  %uto  ciels  to  dbe  very  tor 
i)f ur  of  the  wiacA  «or4>  a» iM  Aiift  df^  iiiosU  h«ft^  w 
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iRTbat  thoagfi  they  be  eled?  yeti  whHft  unregenerate,  they  hate  do 
affaial  intereft  in  Chrift  and  the  pronufes,  and  therefore  can  have 
0one  feale  i  by  the  Spirit.  Prius  efi  protean  de  effequam  de  cognofci; 
we  muft  be  faints  before  we  can  be  known  to  be  fo. 
'  SeconJiy^  Confider  bat  the  nature  of  this  work,  and  it  cannot  be 
that  ever  an  unbeliever  ihould  be  fealed  by  the  Spirit ;  for  afliirance 
is  produced  in  oar  fouls  by  the  rMexive  a£te  of  our  faith  :  the  8pirit 
hclpi  us  to  refle6t  upon  what  hath  been  done  by  him  formerly  upon 
our  hearts }  <  hereby  we  know  that  we  know  him^'  1  John  ti  3.  To 
know  that  we  know,  is  a  reflex  a£t ;  now  it  is  iikipofiible  there  flionld 
be  a  reflex  before  there  hath  been  a  du*eA  aft :  no  man  can  hare  the 
evidence  of  his  faith,  before  the  haBit  be  ipfafedT^  and7tHc  Wal  aft 
-y     fiftperformedr 


^KrJly^'  Confider  the  objeft-mattery  to  which  he  feals^  and  it  will 
be  found  to  be  his  own  fanftifyiag  operations  upon  our  hearts^  and 
coniequently  to  our  privileges  in  Chrifl,  Rom.  viii.  16.  i  John  iii. 
04.  .The  thing  or  matter  attefted  is^  that  Chrift  abideth  in  liSj  and 
that  we  are  the  children  of  God  ;  but  no  fuch  thing  can  be  fealed  till 
we  believe,  for  neither  our  adoption  nor  fanflification  can  be  before 
laith. 

Fottrthly^  Confider  the  mediums  or  inftmments  nfed  by  the  Sprit 
in  his  fealing- work :  the  promifes  are  Us  fealing  inftruments,  and  on 
that  account  he  is  called  the  Spirit  ofprom^e  in  the  text ;  not  only  be- 
caufo  he  it  the  Spirit  promifed,  but  as  the  promiPes  contain  the  Spiriti 
fo  the  Spirit  ufes  the  promtfes,  (i.  e.)  clears  them  to  our  underftand* 
ings,  and  helps  us  to  apply  them  to  our  fouls.  But  this  he  never  dothf 
nor  can  do,  till  the  foul,  by  £iith,  have  union  with  Chrift  i  for  dli 
then,  it  hath  no  right  in  the  promifes* 

Fijtkfyf  and  laftly,  Confider  the  end  apd  defign  of  this  work  of  the 

.Spirit,  which  is  to  fecure  to  the  foul  its  peace,  pardon,  and  falvation 

in  Chrift,  he  foals  believers  to  the  day  of  redemption,  >£ph.  iv.  30. 

(i.  e.)  to  their  complete  falvation  j  fo  then  it  muft  be  equally  iijapoffi* 

bit  for  an  unbeliever  to  be  fealed  as  to  be  faved. 

3-  ^^J  The  next  enquiry  is,  Whether  all  believers  are  fealed 
by  the  Spirit? 

jtftjfv.  The  refolotion  of  this  query  will  depend  upon  feveral  dif- 
ttnAions  that  muft  be  made  upon  this  matter. 

IMinHion  i.  We  muft  diftinguilh  the  diflfef'ent  kinds  of  the  Spi- 
fk^s  fealing  $  all  his  foaling-work  is  not  of  one  kind  'not  to  one  and 
the  fame  ufe  and  end. 

There  b  an  objeflfve  feal,  which  diftingoiflies  the  perfon ;  and  a 
Ibrmal  feal,  which  clears  and  i^tifies  his  intereft  in  Chrift  and  falva* 
lion  :  the  firft  he  doth  in  fandifying  us,  the  focond  in  aflurin^  us. 

When  he  feals  objefiively,  that  is,  when  he  fan6tWi»  us  really  bf 
the  infttficm  of  grace,  he  foals  us  by  way  of  diftin^tion  from  other 
men,  whicti  is  one  end  of  fealing ;  for  though ^  iii  re(pf£t  of  God^ 
4ccite  and  pnrp^fe*  ilMie  was  a  diflicMnce  betwixt  us  and  ^hers  ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SacrameniM  MiJiiatbfUi  405. 

fore  diiie»  2ltm.  ii.  tp.  and  akhough  in  regard  of  Cbrift'sintentioii 
in  bis  4c9ihf  t^iere  was  a  difference  betwixt  us  and  others,  John  xviu 
9.  yet  all  this  while  there  is  no  perfonal  aftual  difference  betwixt  us 
and  others/  till  ftSKftification  do  make  onei  £ph.  -si.  3.  aiid  i  Cor.  ▼!• 
1 1.  Bot  the  ikn£Hfication  of  the  Spirit  makes  a  real  diiSTerenoe  in  the 
ftate  aod  temp^  of  the  perfon,  2  Cor.  ▼.  17.  and  manifdis  that  dif« 
ference  which  eIe£Uon  put  betwixt  us  and  others  before  time,  i  Tbefll 
I.  4»  5*  And  vet  all  this  while  a. man  may  not  be  formally  fealjed^ 
i.  e.  his  fan£{ificition  may  be  very  doubtfiil  to  hiiQiel&  dfilLilciDay  ; 
labSar  uHder  ^eaf  fiars  abonui  It. 

DyHhSim  i.  The  teafons  of  the  Spirit's  fealing  muft  be  diftin* 
guiflied;  and  thefe  are  to  fome, 

}/iy  Immediately  uppn^the  'foul's  firftclofing  with  Chrift  at  conver* 
fionjdpcciallj  wh^n  cpnvcrfion  is  wrpyght  at  a  riper  agc^  and  is  ufli*  \ 
er^Tn  by  a  greater  jcgree  of  the  fpirit  of  bondage,  and  deep  inward,  b 
terrors.  ^  Thus  theProdigal  (the  emblem  of  a  convert^  fo  brought   I 
home  to^God)  was  entertained  with  the  fatted  calf  and  mufic|  but  all 
find  not  this  jsrefently^^  fome  ijbo*  • 

aifl^nimcs  of  eminent  eommuniqp  with  God  are  iealkig  times. 
There  are  extraordinary  out-lets  of  peace^  joy,  and  comfort,  at  fomc 
feafonsi  in  duty,  which  makes  the  ftate  of  the  foul  very  clear,  and  bci^ 
niflies  all  ifcruples  and  fears  from  the  heart. 

'itUp  Others  are  fealed  upon  fome  e(i)inent -hazard  they  \Avt  been 
expoml  to  for  Chrift,  or  (bme  extraordinary  fuSerings  they  have  un- 
dergone for  Chrift,  wherein  they  have  carried  it  with  eminent  meek- 
neis,  patience,  and  felf-denial,  i  Cor.  i*  4,  $.  Thufr  t^e  martyrs 
were  many  times  fealed  in  the  depth  of  their  ibflFerings. 

4/A/y,  It  is  ufually  found  that  z  fealing-time  follows  a  dvk  day  of  ^ 
dcfertion,  and  fqrecpmbats  with  temptations ;  poft  nubila  pisgius*    So 
thaf  Icxt,  Rev.  ii.  17.  is  expounded  by  fome,  *  To  him  that  Oyer« 
Cometh  will  f^iye  toeat  of  the  hidden  manna,  and  will  give  him  a  \ 
white  ftonc,  and  in  the  flone  a  new  name  written,'  > 

SiSlft  Dying«times  prove  fcaling-times  to  many  ibuls,  if  their  whole 
life  hath  been  like  that  day  defcribed  by  the  prophet,  Zech.  xiv*  17. 
Neitherdark  nor  light,  a  Ufe  betwixt  hopes  and  fears,  yet  at  evening^ 
time  it  hath  been  light.  • 

DifiinBm  y  L^h%  We  muft  diftinguifti  thele  feveral  ways  and 
manners  of  fealing :  Some  are  cxtraorduiary  and  immediate,'  voncb- 
fafed  only  to  fome  perfens,  at  fome  fpeciai  times  and  feafons.  Thus 
Zaccheus  was  in  an  extraordinary  and  immediate  way  aicertaiiied  of 
his  falvation ;  Luke  xix.  9.  <  This  day  is  falvation  come  to  this  houfe.' 
And  fe  the  palfy-man  %^  Mark  ii.  5.  <  Son,  (faith  Chrift)  thy  fins  be 
fer^ven  thee/  But  tbcfe  immediate  ways  are  ceafed;  uo  man  vmpi 
iiow  expefi  by  any  new  revelation  or  iign  from  heaven,  by  any  voi^  ^ 
.^r  extraordinary  in^i^tioo,  to  have  hb  falvation  fealed,  but  muft  ex«-  \ 
pc£t  that  mercy  in  God's  ordinary  way  and  method^  fearching  the  > 
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The  learned  Gfifke^  ^vei  m  infiaoce  of  one  that  bad  been  loog 
«pQ»rlie  borders  oif  deipair,  and  at  laft  fweetly  afiiured  and  fcukdj 
wd  being  aflted  bow  be  attained  that  aflurancei  he  aivTwered,  none^ 
mw  slifu^  revilatmit  i^c.  Not  bj  any  new  rev^^Qgp.fa»l,byt  itib» 
it£&ag  mj  enderAaoding  to^  aodlppmpanpg.  wjibAact  ^iMl.tbO'it* 
^J^  ten  wprd. 

AnA  Mr  Roberts^  in  bis  treatife  of  the  covenanted  &eaksof  aoo* 
ther  that  fo  vehemently  panted  after  the  feaiingb  and  afiuraace  ol  tbc 
love  of  Cod  to  his  foul>  that  for  a  long  time  he  eameftly  defired  Tome 
voice  from  heaven  ;  and  fometimes  walking  in  the  ibUtasy  fields, 
.  eameftly  deiired  fome  miraculous  voice  from  the  trees  or  ftono  there: 
This  was  denied  him,  but  in  time  a  better  wa$  aSbrded,  iq  ^  faip* 
wral  way.  ' 

•  Now  to  refi>Ive  the  query  out  of  thefe  di(lin£tions* 

Firfi^  Though  all  believers  have  not  the  formal  fealings  of  the  S{n« 
rit,  yet  they  have  the  objefUve  or  material  fcal ;  thai  is»  the  Spirit  is 
i»  them  aa  a  fanitSfying  Spirit,  putting  a  real  differ^nce-betwixt  them 
9ad  odiers»  when  be  i^  not  with  them  by  way  oi  evidence  apd  affinas^ 
qf  ianftific^ion. 

Seewdly^  Though  all  believers  are  not  &alod  at  one  and  the  fame 

tine,  yet  there  are  few^  if  any  believersi  but  do  meet  with  o^e  ^s^'on 

or  other  in  this  life,  wherein  the  Lord  doth  ieal  them ;  if  not  at  thdr 

firft  eloie  with  Chrift^  as  many  have  been  feakd»  yet  in  iom^  choice 

•ndcevnem  teaCbo  of  communion  with  God ;  6a^h  golden  fpotiof 

timei  fuch  precious  feafbns  moft  Chri{liaQs  (;afi  fneak  i>f  \  though  as 

Ben^rd  fpeaksy  it  htrwra  hora^  ^ew  ffi^iv,.  fclaom,  but  fireec:  Or 

ifjapt  m  the  courfc  of  their  aftiye  obedience,,  it.ii.a  tlipttfemLlo  W 

j    bttt  thev  ihall  meet  it  in  the  way  of  their  pafllve  ^be^ience^  i/^ed  ex- 

C\  erc%  them  eminently  under  the  crds^  or  aft^*  a  dark  clotid  of  de£:r« 

^    tlon,  or  in  a  dying  homr. 

TUrJfyi  zndlajfiy^  though  God  now  feafe  not  men  in  an  extraor- 
dinary and  immediate  way»  by  revelation^  immediate  inrptrationi  or 
voices  from  heaven^  yet  moft  ChriAians  are  fealed  in  the  onfinvj 
way  of  the  Sp^-it,  under  one  ordinance  or  ^heti  iq  one  daty  of 
0tlMr. 

4.  Qoery.  What  is  the  priukgerfieing  Jelled  by  th  SfiriiP 

Anfwm  Much  every  W2y;  words  cannot  exprcfc  the  richer  of  this 
niercy :  For  let  us  bnt  coniider  the  four  bUowing  particulars,  and  vcm 
iriU  aidmire  the  mercy. 

^it^t  Omfider  whoft  aft  and  proper  work  feattog  is.  God  doth 
SMit  fend  angels  upon  Ais  errand ;  thot^»  if  he  did|  that  would  be  a 
mat  honour  to  poor  doft  and  aflies,  but  he  (ends  hi$  Sphit  to  ^o  iu 
O  the  condefcenfion  of  the  great  God  to  men  !  This  is  a  greater  hoik 
mr  than  if  miPinns  of  angeis  were  employed  abQnt  at. 

And  then,  as  to  tbs  certainty  and  fatis&ftionj  it  is  beyond  all  other 
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wayi  ind  mttBods  in  the  world ;  for  in  mincoloisi  voitet  and  infiMnp 
tkms  it  spoffible  there  may,  fiAeJIi  fcdfum^  be  found  fome cheau  or 
impoftora  of  the  devil  s  hot  the^pirit's  witnefs  in  the  heart,  fiuubfe  ^ 
to  his  retehtiOn  in  the  icriptui^i  cannot  deceive  us* 
^^conHy^  The  conclufion  or  troth  iealed  is  xavilhing  and  tranlport* 
ing.     All  Chriftians  Tehementlj  pant  for  it,  few  have  the  enjoyment 
of  it  for  any  long  contbuance  \  but  whilft  they  do  ct^oif  it,  they  en* 
joy  heaven  upon  earth,  a  joy  beyond  all  the  joys  of  this  world*     T«    ^ 
have  this  conduion  furcly  fealed,  COirift  is  milieu  my  fin  is  pordpned^  v^? 
I  fhalf  Be  Taved  from  wrath  through  him  \  O  what  is  this  I  what  ii    \ 
thrt!     •     "' 

nirjfy,  Coniider  the  fubjeA  or  perfon  fealed,  a  poor  flnfiil  wre(ch» 
that  has,  ten  thoufand  times  over,  grieved  the  good  Spirit  of  God,  by 
whom,  notwithftanding,  thou  art  fealed  to  the  day  of  redemption  s  i.y 
Thou  haftliy  every-  fin  deferved  to  be  fealed  up  to  damnation  ;  Thoa   j 
haft  reason' to  accdunt  and  efteem  thyfelf  much  inferior  in  graces  and  j 
duties  to  maay  thoufancls  of  the  iaints  that  are  panting,  a&er  this  t 
privilege,  and  cannot  obtain  it :  O  the  riches  of  the^oodnefs  prCod  I  ^ 

F9urfSiji  and  ImJII^  Confider  the  defigns  and  aim^siLihe  Spirit  ia 
his  fealing  thy  ibul,  which  arei 

1.  Toiircwe  heaven  t9  thee  for  ever. 

2.  As  intermediate'thereunto,  to  brhig  very  much  of  heaven  into 
thy  ftul,  in  the  way  to  k ;  indeed  to  give  thee  two  heavens,  vlulft 
many  others  muft  fuflbr  two  bells. 

5.  Query.  Laftly^  we  will  enquire.  What  are  the  effitQs  of  the  Sfk 
rififealmg  v^om  ourfiuby  hf  which  tve  may  difiinguj/b  am  elearlj  difeim 
ft  from  M  Mu/mu  rfiaiany  and  all  impofiuret  ivhtnfoever. 

AnfiiK  The.  genuine  and  proper  eneib  and  fruits  pf  ifi^fyig  9re$ 
!.  Inflamed loTe«  'a.  Renewed  care.  3.  Dei^  abafenaents.  4,  In* 
creaie'of^engitb.  5.  A  deiire  to  be  with  the  Lord.  6»  InyrovcS 
mortflSciRoii  to  the  world* 

WEefiloever  thefe  are  found  coolequent  to  our  communipii  with  > 
God,  uid  hisjrnanifeftationa  of  himfelf  to  us  therein,  they  put  Jt  be*  C"^ 
yond  all  doubt  tlia^  it  was  the  feal  of  his  own  biefled  Spirit^  and  ni^  | 
dcIuSonT'  ^*     / 

i.  The  feaKngs  of  the  Spirit  cannot  but  inflame  the  love  of  the 
fcul  in  a  wry  intenf^  degree  towards  God ;  one  flame  doth  no  more 
naturally  beget  another,  than  the  teve  of  God  doth  kindle  the  Ipvsf 
of  a  grackHi^  foul  to  bim  :  <  We  have  known  and  believed  the  lovt 
that  God  hath  tons,'  t  John  hr.  16, 19.  When  Chrift  had  forgiven 
inuch  to  that  poor  woman  that  had  finned  mych,  and  manifefted  fg^  - 
^nin|  HEiercy  to  her  fout ;  d  how  much  was  her  love  to  Chrifl;  uh 
flamea  thereby!  Luke  vii.  47. 

.2.  tlenevrtd  care  and  diligence  follows  the  fcalings  of  the  Spirit;  ^ 
Now  is  the  foul  at  tlie  foot  of  Chrid,  as  Mary  was  at  the  fepukhre^ 
ivith  fear  aad  gr^  joy.    He  that  traveb  the  road  whh  a  rich  trea^ 
Airo  abowt  kkoy  is  afraid  of  a  thief  ia  every  hufli.    This  h^tn^ 
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flified  in  fhe  ffoaft%  who  had  endured  many  a  fad  c&f.  aitd  nigtit 
Id  Chrift's  abfencc*  and  fought  hifti  forrovmg :  But  when  ihe  bd 

^  regained  bis  felt  and  fenfible  prcfence,  it  isfaid.  Cant.  iii«  4.  «<  I 
«<  found  him  whom  my  foul  loveth ;  I  held  bim  and  would  not  kt 
•«  him  go/' 
:.  She  doth  not  (as  Mr  Durham  fpeaks)  lay  by  diligence,  as  if  all 

\    were  dode  ^  bux  is  of-new  taken  np  with  as  jgreat  care  to  retain  and 

\  knprove  this  mercy,  as  before  fhe  was  folicitous  to  obtain  it.  Whe« 
ther  a  bcITcvcr  want  or  have,  whether  heT)e  feelung  or  cojoyiugi 

/,  there  is  flitlmafter  of  exerclfe  for  him  in  his  condition. 

'"3. 'Deep  abafements  and'  great  humblihgs  ufed  t6  follow  the 
eminent'  appearances  of  God  to  the  fouls  of  men.  <'  Lcn'c]^  (&id 
^' tliat  difciple)  how  Ts  it  that  thou  wilt  manifeft  tbyfelf  to  us,  aod 

'    4<  not  unto  the  world  ?**  John  xyy.  22.    "Whcb  God  fealed  the  co- 

Y  Tenant *to  Abraham,  to  be  a  God  to  him,  at  this  Abraham  fell  up- 
on his  hctf  Gen.  xviL.  I9  z,  3.  .Never  doth  a  loul  lie  lower  in  the 
dufl,  and  abhor  itfelf,  than  when  the  Lord  makes  the  moft  fignal 
manifeftatlons  of  his  grace  and  love  to  it. 

*  4.  Increafed  flrength  follows  the  fealings  of  the  Spirit.  Nei^ 
powers  enter  into  the  foul,  and  a  fenfible  improvement  of  its  abilities 
lor  duty  :  *«  Or_cvcr  I  wasg^ware  (faith  the  fpoufe)  my  fbolmi^c 

'    .<*  me  as  the  chariots  of  Amminadib,'*  Cant.  vi.  la. 

:  Now  the  wheels  of  the  foul  being  oiled  with  the  joy  and  comfort 
of  the  Spirit,  run  nimbly  in  the  ways  of  obedience.  The  joy  of  the 
Lordisyoiir  ftrqigth.  .        ' 

5.  SeaUngs  of  the  Spirit  inflame  the  defires  of  the  Ibul  after  bea« 
¥en,  and  make  it  long  to  go  home.    Nothing  makes  death  fo  uo- 1 
defirable  to  the  faints,  as  the  doubts  and  fears  that  hang  upon  their  I 
fpirits  about  their  condition.    .  Were  their  evidences  for  heaven  I 
dear,  and  their  doubts  refolved^  they  would,  as  the  apofHe  fpcabi 
«<  defire  to  be  diflblved,  and  to  be  with  Chrift>^  Phil  i.  23.  tf 
OBce  the  great  queftion  of  our  intereft  in  Chrift  be  ^jioroughhr  d^ 
cided,  and  all  be  clear  betwixt  us  and  oiu:  God»  we  fhali  fin*!  ^'^<^ 
ft  matter  of  patience,  and  death  the  objedl  of  deiire. 

Sixtiiyf  and  lafily,  Improved  mortification  to  the  world,  flovi 
tiaturally  from  the  fealings  and  aflurances  of  the  love  of  God  to  out 
fouls.  •  It  11  with  our  fouls,  after  fucti  a  view  of  heaven,  aod  I 
fealing  intereft  therein,  as  it  is  with  him  that  hath  been  gazing  upoa 
that  glorious  creature  the  fun,  when  he  comes  to  cafl  his  eye^ 
«gain  upoA  the  earth,  all  things  feem  dark  and  cloudy  to  him ;  ^ 
fees  no  beauty  in  any  of  thofe  things,  becaufe  of  that  excellent  Iuftr4 
which  he  lately  beheld.  «<  We  know  (faith  the  apoftle)  that  i 
«  our  earthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle  were  diflblved,  we  h$>y^  ^ 
xc  butidxng  of  God,  Un  houfe  not  made  with  h^iod^i  eternal  io  thi 
^«  heavens."  There  is  affuraace  or  fealing.  «  For  in  this  we  groal 
«<  eacnefily,  defirin^  to  be  c)othed  upon  with  our  houfe  which  is 
«c  £rom  heaven  ;**  There  is  the  natural  cffc£l  of  it»  :;  Cor.  v.  t*  ^ 
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Ulis.  The  point  fpcaks  to  three  forts  of  pcrfons,  ti^.  i.  To  thoic 
that  have  not  yet  been  fealed.  2.  To  thofe  that  once  had,  but  now 
Want  this  comfort.     3.  To  thofe  that  enjoy  the  comforts  of  it. 

Fir  11^  To  thofe  that  yet  want  this  mercyi  who  have  not  been  for- 
merly fcahd  by  any  aflurance  of  their  title  to  Chrift,  but  all  their  days    j 
have  been  clogged  with  fears,  and  doubt  of  their  condition.  To  fach  w 
my  cpunfel  is,  ^^ 

I.  That  you  be  not  quiet  under  theii  uncertainties,  but  pant  after 
the  aflurance  of  peace  and  pardon.     Say  unto  Chrift,  as  the  fponfe    I 
did,  Cant.  viii.  6.    <<  Set  me  as  a  feal  upon  thine  heart,  as  a  feal  upon 
thine  arm  C*  Pant  after  it,  as  David  did,  Pfalm  xxxv.  3.    «  Say  onto   | 
mj  foul,  I  am  thv  falvation," 

How  can  you  look  upon  fuch  precious  promifes,  and  not  dare  to 
taftethem  i  Ho  w^an  you  hear5>thers  fpeak  of  their  fatisfa£tion,  peace^ 
and  aSurance,  and  be  quiet  until  you  have  alfo  atfatned  it  1  What  is  it   ' 
that  hinders  this  mercy,  that  it  cannot  come  home  to  your  fouls  I    Is   ' 
it  your  negle^  of  duty  ?  O  (lir  up  yourfelves  to  take  hold  of  God  I 
Is  it  want  of  a  thorough  fearch  and  examination  of  your  ftate  \    O  let  0  j 
not  thine  eyes  find  red,  till  that  be  fully  .done.    Is  it  fome  fpecial  guilt 
upon  thy  foul,  that  grieves  the  Spirit  of  God  ?  Be  reftlefs  till  it  be  re- 
moved.    I  know  this  mercy  is  not  at  your  command,  do  what  yoa 
can  do;  but  yet  I  alfo  know,  when  God  beftows  it,  he  ufually  doth  it  :  ; 
m  thefe  ways  of  our  duty. 

Secondly^  To  thofe  that  once  had,  but  now  want  this  bleffinff,  who 
fay  as  Job  xxix.  2,  3.  <*  0  that  it  were  with  me  as  in  days  paft  r  The   ' 
darknefs  is  the  greater  to  you,  becaufe  you  haye  walked  in  the  light    ' 
of  the  Lord*  The  fum  of  Chrift's  counfel  in  this  cafe  is  given  in  tburee    ' 
words,  Rev.  it.  5.  Remember ^  repent^  reform. 

Firfl^  Remember^  i.  e.  Ponder,  confider,  compare  time  with  time^ 
and  ftate  with  ftate,  how  well  it  once  was,  how  fad  it  is  now. 

Secondly t  Repent ;  mourn  over  thefe  your  finful  relapfes ;  fure  yoa 
may  challenge  the  firft  place  among  all  the  mourners  in  the  world. 
Tour  bfs  is  great.  O  better  to  have  loft  the  light  of  your  eyes,  thaa 
this  light  of  God's  countenance.  Your  fin  hath  Separated  betwixt  yoa 
and  your  God.     O  mourn  over  it. 

Thirdly ,  Reform  ;  Do  your  firft  works  again.  O  Chriftian,  con- 
fider  thy  heart  is  funk  deeper  into  the  world  than  it  was  wont  to  be; 
thy  duties  are  fewer,  and  thy  zeal  and  affcftion  to  God  much  abated. 
Return,  return,  O  backfliding  foul,  and  labour  to  recover  thy  firft 
love  to  Chrift  whatever  pains  it  coft  thee. 

Lij/flyl  To  thofe  that  do  enjoy  thefe  choice  and  invaluable  mercies^ 
the  fealings  of  the  Spirit. 

Fir^,  Take  heed  that  you  grieve  not  the  good  Spirit  of  Ood,  ««  by 
whom  ye  are  fealed  to  the  day  of  redemption,"  Eph.  iv.  30.  He  hath 
comforted  you  ',  do  not  you  grieve  him :  The  Spirit  is  a  tender  de- 
licate thing,  you  may  quickly  deprive  yourfelves  of  his  joy  and  peace. 

V<a..  VI.  3  F 
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-ittatuKf,  Be  bumble  under  this  adTancsment  and  dj^Ity.  If  ytur 
/]^  iMarts  once  begin  to  Avcll  look  put  for  hujnbling  difpeDfatUuis  quid> 
•  ly,  2  Cor.jkVi'  7.  This  trcafurc  is  always  kept  in  the  Teflcl  of  a  con- 
'    tvite  and  humble  heart. 

TJnrdl^  Keep  clofe  'to  duty  %  yesk^  tack  one  duty  to  another  by  in* 
■ ,  teraiediate  ejaculations.  If  care  of  duty  be  once  reiuhted»  you  are  not 
^  far  from  a  fad  change  of  your  condition. 

jPaurtUyilmfToyte  all  ordinances, especially  this  great  fealing  ordin- 

I  iliGe,ior  your  farther  confirmation  and  eAablifbment.  Ad  your  faith 

to  (he  utmoft  of  its  ability,  upon  ChriO  crucified  v  and  coofortwiU 

^  flow  in  :  The  more  the  dired  a£bs  of  faith  are  cxercifed,  the.mojc 

'   powerful  and  fweet  its  reJSex  a£b  are  like  to  be. 


THE    FIFTH 

MEDITATION 

Upon  John  L  29. 

Beiold  the  Lamb  (f  God,  which  takti  away  Xhe  f$us  afihi 

world* 

THE  fcope  of  this  chapter,  is  to  4>rove  the  divinity  and  eternal 
Godhead  of  Jefus  Chrifi.  Oz^  of  thofe  argumente  by  whkh 
this  great  article  of  faith  is  confirmed  and  proved  is  the  tefUmony  of 
John.  This  teflimony  of  John  is  the  more  remafkable,  becauie  it  was 
tefbre  prophefied  of  himi  that  when  the  Mcffiah  fliould  comci  tbis 
-mefiesiger  Ihould  go  before  bis  £ice»  to  prepare  the  way  for  him^  JUal* 
iii«  I. 

Now,  among  all  the  teftimonies  that  ever  John^gave  of  Chrift,  none 
•ver  was»  or  could  be  more  iiill  and  clear  than  this  In  the  text: 
«  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  fins  of  the 
iworld!'' 

In  which  words  are  remarkable,  i.  Tht  preface  to  his  teftimony. 
2.  The  teftimony  itfelf. 

Firft^  The  preface  or  introdudion  to  John's  teftimony ;  Behold ! 
there  is  a  double  ufe  in  fcripture  of  this  word :  fbmetimes  It  is  ofed 
by  way  of  indication,  and  fbmetimes  by  way  of  excitation.  In  the  firft» 
k  points  out  the  perfen  \  m  the  laib,  tt  raifes  our  afiTeAiona  tohim.  In 
this  place  it  hath  both  thefe  ufes. 

BeboUihi  Land^rfGedl  q.  d.  <  This  ia  theg^eat  expe£btion  and 
hope  of  all  age«.    This  perlon  wluMn  you  behold^  is  the  dffin'rf^dl 
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mtms^  l4h.  tUs  ift-Gtv/  mamfifi  in  tbefiefh^  Thm  is  cbQ  grAat  faccsN 
fice,  the  Lamb  of  God:  Never  did  human  eyes  behold  fuch  aa  ofaje£|^ 
Defeve* 

Secondly,.  The.  teftimony.  itifelf ;  Which  mu()  be  confiJered  two  vg4y^^ 
n  k  refpcAst  ».  The  truth  aodreality ;  2.  The  virtue aad  dignity pf 
Chrift  its  objeft. 

Fir/lif  John's  teAimony  refpeAs  the  truth  and  reality  o£  the  obje^; 
This  uq  m^to^,  the  Lamk-o/Godj  the  very  antiiype  to  which  all  Iqali 
iacrifices  h^id  reipeA^  aad  fromj  which  they  derived  all  their  value  and 
virtue  ^  gr49ce  and  truth  came  by  Jefiu  Chriff^  as  he  had  faid  before,  ver« 
17.  The  pafehal  lanahand  the  lamb  for  daily  Oicrifice,  were  but  the* 
types  and  Shadows  of  this  Lamt  of  God. 

Secondfy,  His  teftimony  refpefits  the  virtue  and  dignity  of  Chrifl^ 
and  his  blood.  He  taheib  away  the  Jm  (f  the  world*  The  Greek 
ffifov  (as  Dt  Dieu,.  a  learned  critic  oblerves)  anfwers  both  th/e  He-i 
brew  words, S^D  et  HWi  Ifa.  liii.  4.  which  iignify  not  only  to  bear,  but  ta 
iear  away  2  P^tamk  ex^t,  eMpiaMdQ  at^irt%  effUifque  ut  remUtatur. 
By  bearing  fin,  he  expiates  it ;  by  expiating»  ts^es  it  away,^  or  pro-* 
cores  the  vesniffion  of  it.  The  expreffion  feema  to  allude  tOt  tbc^ 
fMjp6*goat,  meniuaocd,  Iiov.  xvi.  ^2.  Thus  Chrift  really  and  whoUj^ 
takes  away  the  fm  of  the  world  ',  u  e.  the  fin  of  all  bellevers^ia  tb^ 
workli,  for  whom  he  was  facrificed,  as  Drufius  weU  expounds:  it, 
concurring  with  the  ftneam  of  found  cxpofitors. 

So  that^  this  is  a  very  fM  teftimony  which  John  gives  to.  Chrifl^ 
and  it  is  y^vea  with  great  aSe£iion  and  admiration  of  hyn  :  Beholdl 
yea,  admire  in  beholdiiig  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taieth  away  the- Jin 
of  the  world  J  Behold  him  with  aSedions  fuitable  to  fiich  an  obje^i 
Meet perfotM-a  Deo  ordinata^,  in  viQimam  ad  etc^ndum  peccata^  GfOtius. 
Behold  ihe  peribn  appomt^  by  God,  for  a  facrifice  to  expk^  fin  1 
Now,  Aough  this  fcripture  be  very  fruitful  in  practical  obfecvationsi 
yet  it  Is  not  my  purpofe,  at  this  time,  to  note  or  profecute  any  of 
them  except  this  one,  which  rifes  from  the  prefatory  particle,  or 
that  note  of  admiration,  with,  which  John's  teftlmony  of  Chrift  is 
uflieitd  in  :  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God!  And  the  note  thence  will  he 
this: 

Doa.  That  Jefus  Chrifi,  the  Lamb  of  God,  is  to  be  beheld  with  asL 
mitaticn  and  e^cElion  fuitable  to  fuch  an  objeB. 

Chrift  is  beheld  by  men  tliree  ways : 

Pirfi,  Carnally,  with  an  eye  of  fle(h  :  fo  men  faw  him  in  the  dafp 
of  his  fle(h,  and  derpifed  him,  Ifa.  liii.  2.  Carnal  eyes  faw  no  beauty 
m  hun,  that  he  (hould  be  defired. 

Seeondlyi  Fiducially,  by  the  eye  of  faith :  believing,  is  feeing  Chrift» 
}ohn  vi.  40.  Faith  is  to  the  faints  inftead  of  eyes :  By  it  they  mal^ 
Chrift  prefeot,  though  the  heavens  have  received  him  out  of  our  car- 
nal fight. 

Thirdly,  Beatifics^y,  by  the  glorified  eye :  fo  theJpirUs  ofjtjft  men 
rfmdefeffe9  do,  by  iflitir  mental  eye«  lee  bjm  in  gloiy  y  and  sdl  the 
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faints,  after  tlie  rerurrefiion,  (hall  with  thefe  corporeal  eyes,  fee 
their  Redeemer,  according  to  Jobxix.  26,  27. 

The  fight  of  Chrift  by  faith  (which  is  all  the  fight  of  htm  that 
my  man  now  hath,  or  can  have  in  this  world)  as  it  is  much  more  ex- 
cellent than  the  jRrft ;  for  **  blefTed  arc  they  that  have  not  fecn,  and 
'y    ««  yet  believe/'  John  xx.  29.  fo  it  is  much  inferior  to  the  laft ;  i 
Cor.  xiii.  i2.  <*  For  now  we  fee  darkly  through  a  glafs,  but  then 
•*  fiure  to  face."    But  though  it  be  an  inferior  vifion  in  rcfpeft  of  that 
which  is  immediate  and  perfeA ;  yet  the  eye  of  faith  is  a  precious 
eye,  and  the  vifions  of  Chrift  by  faith,  are  ravifhing  vifions :  and 
he  that  beholds  Chrtfl,  the  Lamh  ofGftd^  by  a  fteady  fixed  eye  of 
iaith,  cannot  but  admire,  and  be  deeply  affei^ed  with  fuch  a  fight 
of  him.     The  views  of  Chriil  by  faith,  are  ravifliing  and  tranfport- 
iagi  views,  i  Pet.  1.8.  "Whom  having  not  feen,  ye  love,  in  whom, 
'    «  though  now  ye  fee  him  not,  yet  believing,  ye  rejoice  with  joy 
y^«  unfpcakablc,  and  full  of  glory." 

It  is  a  difparagement  to  fo  glorious  an  object  as  ChriA,  to  behold 
him,  and  not  wonder  \  to  fee,  and  not  love  him.  Certainly  the  ad« 
miration,  love,  delight,  and  joy  of  our  hearts,  are  all  at  the  command 
of  faith :  for  let  us  but  confider  what  ravifliing  excellencies  are  in 
Chrift,  for  the  eye  of  the  believer  to  behold  and  admire. 

firfti  God  is  in  Chrift,  2  Cor.  v.  19.  He  is  G»rf  manifefted  in  the 
Mbf  I  Tim.  iii.  16.  A  God  incarnate  is  the  world's  wonder! 
Here  is  finite  and  infinite  joined  in  one }  eternity  matched  wi  h 
time  *,  the  Creator  and  creature  making  but  one  perfon !  ^*  The 
'<  Lord  hath  created  a  new  thing  upon  the  earth  ;  A  woman  ihall 
w  compafs  a  man,"  Jcr,  xxxi.  22.  It  is  an  argument  of  weakneisco 
admire  little  things ;  and  of  ftupidity,  not  to  admire  great  things. 
•  Many  miracles  (faith  one)  were  wrought  by  Chrift  in  theflefc; 
<  but  the  greateft  of  all  miracles  was  his  afliimption  of  flefli.'- 

Secondlj^  The  wifdom  of  God  is  in  Chrift  5  yea,  in  him  are  Mail 
the  treafures  of  wfdom  and  knotuiedge^  Col.  ii,  3.  Never  did  the  di- 
Tine  wtfdom  difplay  its  glorious  beams  in  the.  eyes  of  men  and  an* 
gels,  in  any  work  of  God  fince  the  beginning  of  time,  as  it  hath 
done  in  the  defignation  of  Chrift  to  be  the  Lamb  of  God,  a  facri- 
ficc  for  fin.  Behold  the  Lamh  of  God!  and  in  him  behold  the  on- 
fearchable  wifdom  of  God,  in  recovering  the  eleA  perfcdlly  from  all 
the  danger  of  fin,  and  yet  n^aking  fin  more  dreadful  to  them,  by 
way  of  their  recovery  from  it,  than  ever  it  could  be  made  by  any 
other  confideration. 

Infinite  wtfdom,  in  fuiting  the  finners  remedy  to  the  caufe  of  his 
diieafe  I  The  difeafe  was  the  pride  of  man  ;  the  remedy  was  the 
humiliation  of  thei  Son  of  God.  Man  affedcd  to  be  as  God  ;  that 
mined  him :  God  comes  down,  afinmes  flefh,  and  will  be  ibund  in 
£ilhion  as  a  man  \  that  faved  him. 

O  profound  wifdom  I  which  from  the  lofs  'and  ruin  of  our  primi- 
tive glorj  (which  was  the  undoing  of  us,  foul  and  body)  tak^  cbe 
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occafibn  of  railiog  us  to  a  far  better  ftate»  and  fettles  us  in  it  with  a 
much  better  fecurity  than  the  former,  ^ 

Who  but  Jcfus  Chrift,  the  wifdom  of  God»  as  he  is  calledi  i  Cor. 
I.  24.  could  ever  have  ordered  and  over-ruled  the  worft  of  e^lst  fo^ 
as  by  occafion  of  the  breach  of  the  law,  to  raife  more  glory  to  God^ 
than  ever  could  have  been  given  to  him  by  the  moft  punAual  obfer« 
vation  of  its  commands,  or  by  the  moft  rigorous  execution  of  its  pe-' 
Dalties  i     O  the  aftonifliing  depth  of  wifdom  ! 

TiliriUy,  The  love  of  God  is  in  Chrifl.  Beko/d  tie  Lamb  o/.God  i 
and  in  him  behold  the  love  of  God,  in  the  htgheft  and  mofl:  triump-r  t 
phannfilcovery  that  ever  was,  or  can  be  made  of  it  in  this  wcrld  ! 
I  John  iv.  10.  <  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  him,  but  that  he 
loved  us,  and  fent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  fins.*  O  here^ 
here  is  the  love  of  God  to  finners  I  he  manifefts  love  to  us,  in  our 
dally  provifionsj  protections,  deliverances,  and  comforts.  That  we 
have  health,  when  others  groan  under  pains ;  therein  is  love  :  that 
we  have  bread  to  eat,  when  others  are  ready  to  periQi  ;  therein  is 
lo^e.  O !  but  to  have  Chrift  to  be  a  propitiation  for  us,  when  the  an*  . 
gels  that  fell  were  left  defperate  |  therein  was  love  indeed  I  All  the 
love  that  breaks  out  in  the  variety  of  providences  for  us  in  this  world, 
in  our  healths  and  eftates,  in  our  relations  and  comforts,  is  nothing 
coQUKured  with  this  love :  Herein  is  love  indeed  ! 

Fourthly^  The  tender  mercies  of  God  over  poor  finners  arc  in 
Chrift.  As  Chrift  is  the  mercy  promifed,  Luke  i.  72.  the  capital 
mercy ;  fo  he  is  the  channel,  through  which  all  the  ftreams  of  God's 
mercy  flow  freely  to  the  fons  of  men,  Judc  21.  The  mercy  of  God 
to  eternal  life,  or  his  faving  mercies,  are  only  difpenfed  to  us  through  . 
Jcfus  Chrift.  BMJ  the  Lamb  of  God  I  a  Lamb  prepared  by  the  a-  - 
ftonifliing  mercy  of  God,  a  facrifice  for  us,  when  no  facrificc  was 
laid  out  for  fallen  angels.  Mercy  alone  hath  made  this  difference  t 
mercy  opened  its  tender  eye,  and  looked  through  Chrift  upon  us,  in 
the  depth  of  our  mifery  :  in  Chrift  it  is  that  the  milder  attribute  of 
mercy  is  exercifed  upon  us,  whilft  fevere  juftice  pimifties  them. 

Fifthly^  All  the  hopes  of- poor  finners  are  in  Chrift,  Col.  i.  27. 
Takeaway  Chrift,  and  where  is  the  hope  of  our  fouls?  Tim.  i.  i.  it 
is  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  that  we  have  hope  towards  God:  in  his  obla- 
tion, and  no  where  elie,  our  hope  of  falvation  finds  footing :  on  him 
it  fs  the  anchor  of  hope  is  6xed,  and  the  foul  ftayed,  when  the  ftorms 
of  fear  and  inward  trouble  do  arife,  and  beat  violently  upon  it. 

Sixthly,  The  falvation  of  our  fouls  to  eternity,  is  in  Chrift ;  Aftai 
i.  12.  *  Neither  is  there  any  other  name  given  under  heaven  by 
which  we  muft  be  faved."  He  is  the  ark,  in  whom  we  are  preferved, 
Judc  ver.  1.  Look,  as  the  fprinkling  of  the  bjood  of  the  Pafchal 
Lamb  upon  the  door-pofts  of  the  Ifraelites,  was  that  which  prefenr* 
ed  them  from  the  deftroying  angel ;  fo  the  blood  of  Chrift,  the 
Lamb  of  God>  typified  by  that  blood,  faves  believers  from  the  wrath 
to  come* 
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excellencies  found  in  Cbrifl  ?  Angds,  and  the  fpirks  ok  juft  men  made 
perfeA,  behold,  and  adnmre  for  cvcniibre^  the  hwomparable  estellen- 
des  of  Chriii !  Heaven  ironkl  be'  no  hoL^cm  to  cheni,  if  thejr  coaki 
ne^t  behold  Chrift  there,  Pfel.  hcxiii.  25. 

But  my  hufineis  rather  Ues  m  improving  this  pointy  than  ended, 
^waring  larther  to  nnfold  it :  for  aew  wonders  will  appear  in  Ghljfty 
if  we^bchold  bigg  to  eternity. 

"T^.  And  all  the  isnprovement  I  (hall  make  of  it,  ihatl  be  itf  one 
life  ef  exhortation  \  befeeching  every  one  of  you,  whatever  yonr  pre« 
Iknt  conc^cion  and  efiate  may  be,  *  to  bdidd  the  Lamb  oK  God, 
which  fal£e¥h  aiWay  the  iin  of  the  world  :'    And, 

^i^Jfi^i  there  be  found  among  you  any  that  are  fenfiUfof  arflony 
hard  heart,  which  caonot  relent  and  mourn  for  all  the  wrong  done 
fo  7^1^^  Chnff ,  by  &n,  whofe  affections  are  benumbed  and  ftupified 
fiif ^n;  fb  that  no  confiderationc  they  can  urge  upon  their  own  hearts, 
are  able  to  thaw  them,  and  caufe  a  relenting  pang  for  fin  ^  to  fiich  I 
woutd  dire£t  the  words  of  this  text,  as  the  mfoft  efi«Aual  meane  to 
melt  ftich  hearts.  Look  hither,  hard  heart ;  <  Behold  the  Lainb  of 
God  Y  Coniider,  believe,  and  apply  what  is  here  fenfibtj^  repre&nted^ 
and  thy  heart  is  hard  indeed,  if  it  reknt  not  upon  fock  a  view  ojf 
Chrift.  It  is  faid,  Zech.  xii.  lo,  <  Theyibdll  look  upon  me,  whom 
they  have  pierced,  and  mourn.'  Behold  the  800  (rf  God,  brought 
<  asa  Lamb  to  the  flaughter*  for  thee,  a  vile,  polluted  fioner  f  Be« 
hold  the  invaluable  bkxxl  of  thb  facriHce,  (bed  for  thee !  Brkig  th^ 
.^thoughts  cloife  to  this  fufcjeA  -^  think  who  it  is  that  was  made  a  JLioxi 
firjacrififf;  for  whom  he  endured  atl  bk  in^tp^^kable  fufierinffs;  liow 
meekty  and  willingly  he  endured  all  the  wrath  of  God  ania  mn^ 
flanding  in  bis  perfed  innocency,  to  be  ilain  fer  thee.  Behold  !  he 
was  c  made  fin  for  thee,  who  had  no  fin  ;  that  thou,  who  hadft  no 
nghteoufnefs,  mighteA  be  made  the  righteoutnefe  of  God  in  ^am-^ 
Oh  !  whoever  loved  thee  at  that  rate  Chrift  hath  done  J  Who  woskl 
endure  that  mifery  that  Chrift  did  endure  lor  thy  fake  ?  Would  thy 
father,  or  the  wife  of  thy  bofom,  or  thy  h'iend,  that  is  as  thy  ovn 
foul,  be  content  to  feel  that  for  tbce,  (chough  but  one  hour)  which 
Chrift  fek,  when  ^  his  fweat  was  as  it  had  been  great  drops  of  blood 
fallmg  down  to  the  ground  ?*  Nay,  thou  wouldeft  never  tafie 
inch  a  cup  for  the  faviDg  of  thine  own  child,  as  Chrift  drank  off. 
when  he  cried,  *  My  God  !  my  God  I  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ? 
Behold  how  he  loved  thee  ! 

Surely,  if  the  rocks  rent  aftinder  at  bis  pafiion,  thy  heart  is  harder 
thaji  a  rock,  if  it  thaw  not  at  fuch  a  fight  as  this.  Fix  thine  eves  1 
while  here,  and  thine  eye  will  affeft  thine  heart. 

Seccndiyj  Is  there  any  among  us  that  m^e  too  Hght  of  fin^^iid  are 

eafily  overcome  by  every  temptaption  to  tl  e  coromifficn  of  it  f  Ocome 

.  hither,  and  <  behold  the  L^mb  of  God  I'  and  you  cannot  ppfiihif 

have  fiight  thoughts  of  fin  after  fuch  a  fight  of  Chrift.    See  hcte  the 
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price  of  fin  t  behold  what  it  coft  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  to  expiate  it. 
Did  he  cotne  into  the  world  as  a  Laaib^  bound  with  the  bands  of  aa 
irrcvcriible  decree,  to  die  for  fin  ?  Did  he  come  from  the  boiom  of 
the  Father,  to  be  our  ranfomer,  and  that  at  the  price  of  his  own  lifo? 
Did  the  hand  of  feverejuftice  flied  the  heart-blood  of  this  immaoulatCv 
Lainbi  to  iatisfy  for  the  wrongs  thy  fins  have  done  to  God  ?  And 
yet,  canft  thou  look  upon  fin  as  a  light  matter !  God  forbid  1  » 

I  remember,  when  the  worthies  of  Krael  brake  through  the  hp0: 
of  the  Philiftines,  and  brought  tuito  David  the  -waters  of  the  W)»n  of 
Bethlehem,  it  is  (aid,  2  Sam.  xxiii.  17.  *  He  would  not  drink  there- 
of, but  poured  it  out  before  the  Lord,  and  faid.  Be  it  far  iirom  me^ 
that  I  (hoi^ld  do  this :  Is  not  this  the  Uood  of  the  men  that  went  in 
jeopardy  of  their  lives  ?* 
^  He  longed  for  it,  and  yet  would  not  tafte  it,  how  pleafant  Ibever 
it  would  have  been  to  him,  confidering  what  hazard  was  tiui  .to  oi^ 
tain  it. 

Ah  Cbriflian  I  it  was  but  the  hazard  df  their  Uood,  that  gave 
check  to  David's  appetite  to  the  water :  And  if  the  water  had  coft  an 
equal  quantity  of  their  blood,  yet  it  had  been  but  a  low  argument  to 
dilTaade  him  from  drinking  it,  to  this  cond^ration  that  now  lies  befbce 
thee.  '  Thy  fin  a£hiaUy  coft  the  blood  of  Chrift ;  one  drop  whareof  is 
more  valuable  than  all  human  blood ;  and  yet  wilt  thou  not  deny  ;tl:^ 
lufis,  nor  refift  a  temptation  for  his  fake  ?  ^  Behold  the  Iamb  of 
God,  flain  for  thy  fin  !'  and  thou  canft  never  have  flight  thoughts 
of  it  any  more. 

mirdlu  Is  there  any  among  you  that  droop,  and  are  difcouraged 
in  their  y>irits,  becaufe  of  ihcir  manifisld  aggravated  iniquities  ;  who 
heing^overweighed  with  the  burthenfome  fenfe  of  fiuj  defpond  and 
fiok  in  their  minds  ?  To  fuch  I  would  apply  the  words  of  my  tex^j 
as  a  fovereigu  cordial,  to  revive  their  hearts  and  hopes  :  <  Behold  (he 
Lamb  of  God,  that  takcth  away  the  fin  of  the  world  f* 

If  the  bbod  of  the  Lamb  can  take  away  the  fin  of  the  worlds  it  can 
take  a«^  thy  fin,  though  there  be  a  world  of  fin  in  thee.  For  do 
but  coniider  Chrift,  as  defisned  from  eternity  to  be  our  propitiation; 
John  vii.  27.  *  Himhatfh  God  the  Father  fealedj*  as  facrificed  in  our 
room,  «  in  the  fiilnefs  of  time/  i  Cor.  v.  7,  <  Chrift  our  paiTover  is 
facrificed  for  us :'  As  accepted  by  the  Father  with  the  greateft  con- 
tent and  pleafure,  evep  <  as  a  fweet-fmelling  favour j*  Eph.  v.  a.  As 
pubfidy  juftified  and  difcharged  by  God,  the  Creditor^  at  his  refurre^ 
tioQ,  I  Tim.  xii.  16.  and  John  xvi.  9.  And  laftly,  Confider  him  sis 
now  in  heaven,  where  he  <  appears  before  God  for  us,  s^  a  lianb 
that  had  been  flain,'  Rev.  v.  <}.  bearing  the  very  marks  of  hisdeatl), 
^  ftnd  prefenting  them  before  Godj  as  the  moft  efteAudI  and  moving 
i  .plea,  to  procure  pardon,  and  mercy,  for  his  people.  Let  thefe  thing^j 
1^  ^^h  he  duly  pondered,  and  nothing  will  be  found  more  effeAnal  to 
•relieve  ihe  deipondeot  mindi  of  poor  believers  araioft  the  £nkinff 
fenfcoffheirfin.  ^  .  5 
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•'  He  that  rcprcfcnts  himfelf  in  the  facramcnt  as  wounded  for  you, 
fliews  at  the  fame  time,  to  the  Father  in  heaven,  the  real  body  that 
was  wounded  ;  than  which  nothing  more  effectually  moves  mercy,  oi* 
fiays'the  Aiding  feet  of  a  poor  believer's  hope :  And  that  whether  wc 
Gonfider, 

FirH^  The  dignity  of  that  body  which  was  wounded  ;  the  moft 
ballowed  and  deeply  fan<Etified  thing  that  ever  was  created ;  Luke  i. 
35.  <  That  holy  thing/ 

Secondly^  Or  his  vicegerency  in  fuiBfering  5  *  He  was  wounded  for 
bur  tranigreffions/  Ifa.  iiii.  5.  It  was  for  that  hard,  proud,  vain, 
dead  heart,  that  thou  complained  of.     Or, 

*  Thirdly^  The  end  and  defign  of  thofc  wound$  ;  which  was  to  re- 
pair the  honour  of  God,  and  the  violated  hw :  the  language  of  that 
blood  (which  is  faid  to  *  fpeak  better  things  than  the  blood  of  Abel/ 
Heb.  xii.  24)  is  this: 

<  Father,  have  thefe  poor  fouls  wounded  thy  name,  thine  honour, 
thy  law?  Behold  the  wounds  thy  juftice  hath  inflifted  on  me,  for  re- 
paration of  all  that  wrong  they  have  done  thee  !*  O  how  fweetly 
doth  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  fettle  the  confcience  of  a  poor  drooping 
believer ! 

Fourthly i  Is  there  any  among  you  that  are  faint-hearted,  and  ready 
to  (brink  away  from  any  fufferings  for  Chrift,  as  unable  to  bear  and 
endure  any  thing  for  his  fake  ?  To  fuch  I  would  fay  in  the  words  of 
this  text,  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God!  Did  ChriA  fuffer  fuch  grievous 
things  for  you  I  and  cannot  you  fuflfer  fmall  matters  for  him  ?  AJas ! 
what  is  the  wrath  of  man  to  the  tvrath  of  the  great  and  terrible  GoJ? 
Beiides,  he  was  an  innocent  Lamb,  and  deferved  not  to  luSer  the 
leaft  degree  of  penal  evil  upon  his  own  account  j  but  thou  hafV  de- 
ferved hell,  and  yet  (hrinkeft  under  the  fufferings  of  a  moment.  DiA 
be  fuffer  fo  much  for  you  \  and  can  you  fuffer  nothing  for  hitn  ? 
Surely  he,  in  fuffering  for  you,  hath  <  left  you  an  example,  that  yoa 
ihould  follow  his  fteps,'  1  Pet.  ii.  21.  What !  is  our  blood  com- 
pared in  dignity  to  the  blood  of  Chrift?  W  hat !  are  our  fufferings 
'compared  in  kind,  or  degree,  to  the  fufferings  of  Chrift  !  Nothing 
is  found  to  fortify  a  man's  fpirit  for  fufierings,  as  the  mediation  ol 
Chrift's  fufferings  for  us  doth. 

Fifthly t  Is  there  any  among  you  that  are  impatient  under  your  own 
'perlbnal  trials  and  troubles,  apt  to  howl  under  common  afflictions 
■from  the  hand  of  God,  or  fwell  with  revenge  under  injuries  from  the 
hands  of  men !  To  fuch  I  would  fay,  Behold  the  Lkmbo^G^  !  Was 
'Chrift  a  Lamb  for  meeknefs,  and  art  thou  a  lion  for  fiercenefs  ?  W>s 
•he  filcnt,  not  once  opening  his  mouth,  when  he  fuffered  moft  vile 
•things  from  the  hands  of  finners,  and  canyoo  bear  nothing  i  He  fuf- 
^p^ed  patiently,  and  deferved  it  not  j  you  fufier  impatiently,  and  have 
'deferved  infinitely  more. 

O  that  yoif  would  learn  to  be  more  Chrift-like  in  all  your  trials  aod 
affliAions  I  l^t  it  not  be  faid^  that  Cbrift  carried  it  as  a  Lamb  wheo 
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)k  was  trie J«  and  we  like  fwinei  grumbling  or  howlfag  wlwa  we  «r» 
tried.    O  get  a  Chrlft*like  teinper  I 

Sixthly^  Is^herc  anj  among  you  chat  fiagger  at  the  proii|lfbt  thxtf  \ 
unbelief^  thaT  canooc  rely  upcm  a  worJtof  promife,  bOQMlie  their  n^^ 
own  unbelievloff  hearts  fill  them  with  unworthy  fufpicions  of  the  ;^ 
poivefj   falthfumefi,   or  (Willingneft  of  God  to  perforin  thi^iQ .  to 
them  {    O  that  fuch  would  ieiM  tie  Lami  of  God,  as  reprdent^ 
in  this  ordinance  I     Are  not  all  die  promifes  of  God  fealed  to  bo4 
lievers  in  the  hlood  of  the  Lamb/  Heb.  ix«  I7f  i8f  I9»  ao.    Are 
not  ail  the  promifes  of  God^  in  Chrift^^  *  Tea,  and  Ameny  to  al^ 
that  arc  in  him  ?'»  a  Cor.  i.  ao.    Or  is  there  any  thing  put  into  aiqr 
promife  of  greater  value  than  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  that  was  Ihed 
to  porcfaafe  it  ?  Or  is  not  the  giving  of  Chrift  to  die  for  us,  the  ao? 
compliainieat  of  the  greateft  promile  that  ever  God  made  to  us  ?  ^ 
And  aJEter  the  fulfilling  thereofii  what  ground  remains  for  any  to  doubt   , 
the  fulfilling  of  lefiler  promiles  i 

Lafily,  is  there  any  among  you  that  defire  to  get  up  your  aflft^ 
tioos  at  this  table^  to  have  your  hearts  in  a  meltixig  temper^  to  awa:- 
ken  and  rouae  up  all  the  powers  of  your  fouls  in  fo  great  an^oocafioa 
for  it  as  this  ?  behold  the  tdmh  of  God!  and  this  will  do  it^ 

Chrift  tails  off  your  eyes  and  thoughts  from  all  othei'  otgeQs  td  ^ 
himfeiTTna.  ixv.  ii.  <  I  faid^  Behold  me  I  behold  me  V    Fix  the  ^^ 
eye  of  faith  herej  and  you  will  feel  a  pang  quickly  coming  upon  your    . 
hearts  like  that.  Cant.  ii.  5.  «  Stay  me  with  flj^ons,  comfort  m«( 
with  apples  }  t  am  fick  with  love."  Vour  eyes  will  afi^  your  hearts  i 
whilft  you  beholdj  yur  hearts  will  melt  within  you. 


I'HE  SnfTK 

MEDITATIOI^, 

Upon  Rom.  im  32* 

He  that  /peered  not  his  oitm  Soft^  but  delivered  him  up  fir  w  alii  i^ 
fialihenotvnthbimaffojreefypveusdlltintigs. 

THfS  fcripturc  contains  a  moft  wci^ty  Irgtfmcnt  to  encourage 
and  conSrm  the  faith  of  Chriilian^  in  the  cxpcaation  of  all 
fpiritual  and  temporal  mercies.    It  proceeds  from  the  greater  to  the 
lefler  aflirmatively :  he  that  deliyered  his  Son  forus»  whatcanhe  d»* 
ny  us  after  fuch  a  gift  ?    Every  yrord  hath  its  weight. 
Vol.  VI.  3Q  .         . 
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'DHAiMk Oo4  fy^u  «.  Abate)  any  tbbig  which  his  j^ftfee «obU  hft 
fli^t  upon  his  Son>  his  awn  Son»  oppoiM  here  to  fais  ^^dptetl  ions,  al 
6ein^  itifiiMtelt  nM'e  exc^Ucttt  thah  tbeyi  and  todft  dear  to  him  above 
ted  beyMd  aU  othei^  ?  bot^  eta  the  cbncraJt*  tl^'^^e<!l  bim  up,  fao«r 
ic*r  ftctcr  he  #*s  t«it6  hittt,  to  humiKation,  contractiAion  rf  ^uctt, 
fbaH  IbtTows  and  tcrmtkaibda,  f^,  to  deatb,  and  that  of  the  cro6) 
ibd  attthis;;?!/'  us^^itsfHft^r,  fit  us  entrntej  t9  GoJ^  fir  «/  W»w/; 
fi^ftthesf  «  How  fliaH  he  h6t  %ith  him  alfe  freely  give  tiaaU  tbiiK,^?" 
Ro#  bit  ifhs^iUe  that  Odd  ftouid  witbhold,  after  thk,  fpitituab 
or  tetnpord^,  irotn  his  people?  VL&m  AaH  he  ilot  call  th^m  effclhiaUfy 
jaRify  fheth  freely,  fahMfy  thera  thonrtightyi  and  glorify  them  ettr- 
teHy  i  Hotir  fhaB  faer.ot  elotbe  thtch  feed  tbein,  proteA,  and  delivtt 
them? 

Suirely  if  be  wonld  ndt  ^fpart  tk  abate  to  his  Own  Son  bfie  ftroke, 
dne  tear,  one ^groan,  Mt figh, obe cii*c»m(bfM:e  of  miftry,  itcan  nctor 
^  ipagined  that  ever  he  fhould,  after  tMs>  deny  or  i^irbboki  ftoffi  fci* 
people,  for  Wbofe  fakes  rii  this  was  foffimds  any  mel^ies^  .any  com- 
finrts,  tmy  privil^e,  Tphrttnal  or  teibportl,  whkh  is  gdod  fbr  tfaeoi,  md 
Atedftd  to  them.  So  that  hi  the  words  ^e  find,  t.  A  propofition.  a* 
An  inference  frOib  it. 

The  propofitlob  opens  the  feverity  of  God's  Jaflfiee  to  Chrift}  tkc 
Hifi^rence  deciahres  the  riches  of  bis  tnercy  to  us  in  Chrift. 

i.  We  bate  here  before  tis  a  prcfpofltibn,  containing  rbe  feverity 
of  divfaiejtiftice  towards  Chrift ;  and  this  b  exprefied  two  #8ysi  via. 

tffp  Negatively,  be  (pared  hitn  not. 

ttUyt  Affirmatively;  he  delivered  bim  t)p  for  tis* 
'  iffp  Negatively ;  He /pared  mt  hh  own  Son.  There  is  a  threefold 
mercy  of  God,  viz.  Preventing  mercy,  which  fteps  betwixt  us  and 
(rouble :  delivering  mercy,  Svbich  takes  us  out  of  the  band  of  trouble; 
and  (paring  mercy,  which  tho^  it  do  not  prevent  nor  defiyer,  yet  it 
siiti^tes,  allays,  and  grachnifiy  moderates  our  troubles^  and  tlv>* 
ffianng  mercy  be  deiirable  and  fweet,  yet  it  is  the  leaftand  lowe(l  fort 
of  mercy  that  God  cxerdfcs  towards  any.  Tho'  it  be  mercy  to  have 
the  time  of  fofferings  (ho^tefted,  or  one  degree  of  iuSering  abated, 
yet  thefe  are  the  loweft  and  leaft  effects  of  mercy ;  and  yet  thefe 
were  denied  Jefus  Chrift,  when  he  ftood  in  our  room  to  fatisly  for 
OS :  God  fpared  not  one  drop,  he  abated  not  one  degree  of  that  wrath 
which  Chrift  waa  to  fufier  for  os. 

21^,  i^jfirouiively  ^  but  on  the  comrarj^  Ho  itlhered  itm  ttpfif 
us  bU. 

He  delivered  bim,  as  a  judge  by  fentence  of  law  delivers  up  the 
imibiier  to  be  executed^  It  is  true  PHate  delivered  bim  up  to.be  dih- 
.^ified,  aiid  he  alio  gave  himielf  for  us :  but  betwixt  Cod's  deUverin^ 
Pilate^  delivering,  and  his  own,,  there  is  this  difference  to  be  obferv- 
ed ;  in  God  it  vras  an  zd  of  higheft  juftice  %  in  Pilate  an  aft  of  great- 
eft  wickedpeft ;  in  himfelf,  an  9&  of  Wonderful  obedience. 

God)  as  by  an  aft  of  higheft  juftke,  delivered  bim  v^^fit  us,    For 
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^^  lK>tes  the  vicegercncy  of  his  Aifferings,  not  only  for  our  0ood»  as 
the  final  caufe  \  nor  onlj  for  oar  fios,  as  tbe  meritorfotit  caufe  1  bat 
for  US|  (i.  e.)  in  our  room,  plac?,  or  ftead  according  to  i  Pet.  !&•  iS. 
and  aCor.  V.  14. 

2*  We  have  alio  here  before  us  a  moft  fweet  and  comfortable  ]ik« 
ference  and  conclufion  from  this  ]n*opofition :  If  God  iunre  foddiver* 
ed  hiai»  how  Jball  he  not  with  him  freely  give  us  aii  things  ?  For  ChriA 
comprehends  all  other  m^es  in  nimfelf  ?  therefore  in  gtviogbhnyor 
ttSy  all  other  mercies  are  neceflgrilj  with  him  gtren  to  us. 

And  thefe  mercies  thejpoorefti  weakeft  t^liever  in  the  world  maf 
fvarrantaEIy  expeA  from  God  \  for  as  God  deKvered  himy^r  us  ail^  ib 
thtTTrcafurcs  of  all  ipiritual  and  temporal  mercies  are  thereby  freeiy 
opened  to  us  allj,  to  tne  weakj  as  well  as  to  the  (Vrong. 

He  faith  not,  Chrid  was  detivered  fox  all  abfolutely,  bat  ^  »/  aUi 
i.  e.  all  that  (relieve,  all  that  are  elefied  and  called ;  in  whofii  pedbii 
it  is  manlfeft  tbe  apodle  here  fpeaksi  as  Parseus  on  the  pbce  weUob^ 
ferves.  Hence  thefe  twp  dof^nnal  conelofions  fairly  ofbr  them^ 
ftlves. 

Do£t  f  •  Thod  the  rigour  and  feverity  of  divine  jufiice  w&s  eseeeutfiiu 
upon  Jefis  Chrifif  when  hefufferedpr  us, 

Doft.  2.  That  believers  mayjtrongly  infer  the  grutefi  of  mercies  t§ 
tbemfeives^/fom  the  feverity  ofGoifsJt^eto  Jefus  CkAfl. 

\  would  witUngly  (peak  to  both  the(e  points  at  this  time}  each  •& 
fording  fuch  proper  matter  of  meditation  to  u»  ift  fiich  a  ilafoa  as 
this.    To  begin  therefore  with  the  firft  obfervation. 

DoA.  *  !•  ^hat  th^  rigour  and  feverity  of  divine  jufUse  was  s$^uted 
upon  Jejhs  Chriflt  Vfk^n  he  fibred  for  us  /  God  did  mtfpare  him* 

In  !Zech.  xiii.  7.  you  hare  Uod's  comnuffion  given  to  the  fword  ef 
3uftice»  to  fmite  his  own  Son,  and  that  without  {uty  ^  <<  Awake,  O 
fword,  a^ainft  my  Shepherd^  and-againft  the  man  that  b  my  felk>wt 
frngc-'the  SKcpherJ/'  frc.  And  when  this  commiffloo  came  to  be  ex- 
cute^upon  Chriftji  the  text  tells  usj^  God  did  not  J^o  him  ^  aUthe 
vials  of  his  wrath  were  poured  out  to  the  laft  drop. 

Two  thbgs  require  our  attention  i^  this  point :  i.  Wherein  tho{e« 
verity  of  jufticc  to  Chrift  appeared.  2.  Why  muft  juftlce  be  executed 
lon  him  in  fuch  rigour  and  feverity  ?  Why  there  eonki  be  no  abate** 
ment,  mitigariop,  or  fparing  mercy  fhewn  him  in  that  day  f 

!•  Wherein  the  feverity  of  divine  j^uftice  t^  Chrift  appeared )  And 
this  will  manifcfl  itfclf  in  the  confideration  of  the  following  partteo* 
lars. 

Firji  Let  us  confider  what  Jefus  Chrift  fuKrredjand  we  fliaH  fee  the 
feverity  of  jafticc  in  his  fuffcrings,  far  he  fqflffered  all  kinds  of  HMfenesr^ 
and  that  in  the  mpft  intenfe  degree  of  them :  His  fiiffcrings  were  fr^tti 
all  hands,  from  h^aven^  earth,  Tiud  hell  j  from  hh  enemies,  who  coa^ 
dcthned  him,  buffeted  him,  reviled  him,  fcourged,.  and  crucified  him  j 
from  bis  own  fiifciples  and  followers,  one  of  whom  pcrfidioufl|  bc^ 
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trayed  Ua,  anotber  opcnij  denied  him>  and  all  m  tlie  bourofbli 
greateft  trouble  forfook  and  abandoned  him. 

He  fuffered  in  his  body  the  moft  exqtiidte  torments ;  the  crog 
was  a  miel  engine  of  torment,  and  more  fo  to  him  than  aoy  other, 
by  realbn  of  the  ei^cellent  cn^  and  temperament  of  his  bqdy,  and  his 
moft  9cute  and  delicate  fenfe  ;  for,  as  the  fchoolmen  truly  fay,  he 
wa9  ofiime  eompUxhnattu^  of  the  moft  exquifite  complexion  \  and  his 
fenfcs  remained  acute  and  vigorousi  no  way  blunted,  during  the 
whole  time  pf  his  fufferings,  but  fiiU  of  life  and  fenfe  to  the  laft  gafp, 
as  may  be  gathered  from  IVfark  xv.  39.  «'  When  the  centurion, 
f<  whJLcYi  ftpod  over  againft  him,  fa«r  that  he  fo  cried  out,  and  gavt 
**  up  the  ghoft,  bp  iaid.  Truly  this  man  was  the  Son  of  God.** 

He  fuffered  in  his  foul  \  yea,  the  fuflr«;rings  of  his  foul  ^ert  the 
TC17  foul  of  his  ffifferings  (  he  felt  in  his  inner  man  the  exquiCte 
tornienfs  apd  inexpreffible  anguiOi  of  the  wrath  of  God.  Hence  was 
that  preternatural  bloody  fweat  in  the  garden ;  and  hence  that  heart- 
imding  out-cry  upon  Jhp  ffofsi  My  God  !  my  G^df  why  haft  thou 
firfaien  me^ 

In  all  wlijch  fufieringt  from  heaveni  from  earth,  from  hell,  from 
IKends,  iirpm  epemies,  there  was  no  alUy  pr  abatement  of  the  Icsft 
degree  of  mifery.  «  jSod  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  (faith  the  text) 
«  but  delivered  him  up.**  Wherein  the  fevcrity  of  divine  jufticc  to 
Jf^us  Cl^riit^  is  diiplayed  in  thefe  ^ye  r ei^afkable  ^onGderations  fol* 

;  firfi,  G^JPared  aot.  If  mercy,  pity,  and  forbearance  might  be 
^pe^ed  from  any  hand,  fqrely  it  might  be  God  ;  he  is  the  foon- 
tain  q{  ro?rf75  *•  That  the  I^ofd  js  very  pitiful,  and  of  tender  mercy," 
faith  the  apodle,  James  y.  1 1.  The  mofl  melting  and  tender  com- 
pai&ons  of.  a, mother  to  her  fucking  child,  arc  but  cruelty  in  comp 
rifon  with  divine  tendernefs  and  mercy  ;  Ifa.  xlii.  15.  **  Can  a  wo 
*f  man  /orgether  fucking  child,  th^t  mefhould  not  have  companion 
^«  on  the  fi>n  of  bp*.  wopab  f  "^ea,  fhey  may  forget,  yet  will  I  not 
''.forget  tbce.*^ 

Gi/i  a  wmart%  the  more  affcAionate  fex,  forget  her  fucki?>g  chiM| 
iter  own  child*,  (ard  not  a  nurfe  child)  hpr  only  child,  vihWd  it  hangs 
on  her  br.eaft,  and,  with  the  milk  from  her  breaft.  draws  love  from 
her  heart  ?  Can  fucb  a  thing  as  this  be  in  natprc  I  PofSbly  it  mny } 
Ibiqe  fuch  cruel  mothers  may  be  found,  hut  yet  I  npiU  not  Jor^et  tlitt^ 
faith  pod.  Though  human  corrupt  nature  may  be  fo  viuated,*7ct 
irom  the  divine  nature,  (lompaiSon  and  mercy  ?re  infeparable «,  it 
Jlows  as  waters  flow  f|om  theif  fountain,  only  here  it  rellraioed  it* 
/clft  and  let  not  cut  one  drop  to  Jefus  Chrift,  in  the  day  of  his  faf- 
ferings:  CJod,  the  God  of  mercy,  ff*rcd  not.' 

Secondly^  God  fpmred  mt^  faith  thf  ttxt  \  i.  e.  he  abated  not  any 
thing  whicli  jqf^icc  could  inflict.  ChrifV  was  not  fpared  one  ftrokc, 
pnc  tear,  pnp  grpan,  one  drop,  qne  figh,  one  fbaipe,  one  circum- 
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^a..c2  ;  n^,  not  the  If  aft  which  jurtice  could  demand  as  HitUfaflioa 
*    r  n:nn's  fin. 

Tj.^re  be  divers  kinds  of  mercy  in  God ;  there  is  in  him  prevent* 
; -g  ;-nprcy,  delivering  mercy,  and  fparing  mercy.  Now  (paring  mcr* 
'V*  (iJ  Mr  Caryl  on  Job  well  cbfcrves)  is  ftxt  lowcft  mercy  of  all 
tiiC  Hirec }  it  is  lefs  mercy  to  be  (pared  or  abated  fome' degree  or  cir- 
rTimtfincc  ol  mlfeiy,  than  to  have  mlTcry  prevented  by  roerc/s  ftep- 
pii)p  ii  betwixt  us  and  it  j  it  is  lefs  alfo  than  .10  be  wholly  delivered 
out  of  the  hand  of  mifery  :  Either  of  thefe  are  greater  afls  of  mercy, 
f  lur>  to  abate  a  degree,  or  fliortcn  an  hour  of  our  trouble ;  the  leaft 
cib jte-ment  of  any  one  circumflance  of  mifcry  had  been  fparing  mer- 
.  y,  though  it  had  been  but  the  haft  and  loweft  aft  of  mercy  j  and 
yet  even  this  was  denied  to  Chrift  ;  he  was  not  abated  one  minute  of 
rime,  or  the  leaft  degree  of  forrow.     God  fpared  not. 

dlrdlj^  Ht  J^ared  not  bit  ov:n  Son^  ry^o?  »5*oir.  So  ftiled^«tf«.>r, 
lus  own,  or  his  pi'opcr  Son,  in  a  fpecial  and  peculiar  manner,  nearer 
.ind  ('carer,  to  him  than  the  angels,  who  arc  his  fons  by  creation,  Job 
\,  6.  or  any  of  the  faints,  who  are  his  fons  by  grace,  in  the  way  of 
^^gtreration  and  adoption,  John  i.  12,  13.  This  was  his  own  Son  br^ 
'naiur'!,  a  Son  of  an  higher  rank  and  order,  Pfal.  ii.  7.  begotten  io 
" .:  ii.efiable  manner,  from  all  eternity,  in  his  own  divine  eflhice ; 
*nd  fo  is  his  Son  by  nature,  having  the  fame  efience  and  nature  with 
.he  Father,  being  co-equal,  co^eflcntial,  and  co-eternal  with  the 

N'o  relation  in  nature  is  fo  intimntCi  ftrift  and  dear  as  this :  our 
xt.;  i'cn  are  cot  fo  mpch  our  own  children,  our  bodies  are  not  fo 
mvxch  cor  own  bodies,  as  Chrift  was  God's  ova  Son ;  and  yet,  tho* 
he  were  fo  dear  to  him,  his  other  feif,  his  ezprefs  image,  his  own  dear 
Sen,  He  fpared  him  not  :  God  fpared  not  his  own  San, 

Fmtrfbiyt  And  that  which  naakes  a  farther  di(covrry  of  divine  fe- 
verity  Cowards  Jefus  Chrift,  is  this,  that  God  fpared  not  his  own 
Son  in  the  day  of  his  greateft  diftrefs^  when  he  cried  to  his  Father  in 
an  agony,  that  if  it  were  poflible  the  cup  might  pafs  from  him :  For 
nf  that  day,  thisfcripture  is^  mainly  to  be  cinder(\ood,  the  day  when 
he  fell  to  the  ground  and  prayed,  "  That  if  it  were  poilible  the  hour 
^*  might  pafs  from  him.  And  he  faid,  Abba,  Father,  all  things 
«  arc  poifible  Imto  thee,  take  away  this  cup  from  me,**  Mark  xiv. 
35, 35.  He  beheld  his  own  dear  Son  fwelterinfg  under  the  heavieft 
preflure  of  his  wrath,  f«/ireating  great  drops  of  blood,  crying,  «  If  it 
be  pofiible,  let  this  hour,  let  this  cup  pafs  ;*'  and  yet  it  could  not  be 
granted.  O  the  feverity  of  God  I  he  heard  the  cry  of  Ahab,  and 
j(>ared  him  «  he  heard  the  Nincvites  cry,  and  fpared  them  i  he  heard 
the  cries  of  Hagar  and  Iflimael,  and  (pared  them  ;  yea,  he  hears  the 
youngf^veas  when  they,  cry,  and f;:eds  thenq^  but,  when  hb  Son 
cried  wtth  the  moft  vehement  cry,  that  the  cup  might  pa(s,  he  can- 
iiQt  be  excufed,  he  mu(l  drink  it  up,  even  the  very  dre^s.of  the  cup 
of  trembling,  and  ibat  to  the  laft  drop*  0  the  juflace  and  feverity 
of  God  I 
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Kf$hly^  JMwl  Jlj/ffj!.  Coniider  what  the  Father  rf  mcrdcs  did  isr 

ftcad  of  fparlng  the  Son  of  his  love,  and  the  text  will  iofonn  you, 

tbal  '  be  deliTcrod  bio)  up  for  us  all/    So  it  is  noted  in  A£ts  iu  23: 

^    «  Him,  being  delivered  bj  the  determinate  counftl  and  foreknowledge 

,     %)l  tjod«  ye  have  takc^,  and  by  wicked  hands  have  crucified  and 

flam/ 

There  was  a  cooceffion  or  permiffion  to  thofe  wicked  inftruments 
(hat  Ck|e4  bis  bloody  a  loofing  of  the  chain  to  thofe  bandogs  that  com- 
pailed  him  abqut  j  fuch  ac^nceffion  as  never  was  given  them  bcfbrej 
%0T  till  then  they  were  tied  up  from  perpetrating  their  wickedncis| 
but  no^  the  refiraints  of  Providence  are  taken  away,  and  he  is  deli- 
vered unto  their  will  \  his  own  Fatl^er  delivers  him  into  the  hands  of 
cruelty.  And  thus  you  fee  wherein  the  feverity  of  divine  juAice  to 
Chrift  was  manifeft. 

In  the  laft  place,  let  us  fee  the  ground  ^nd  reafon  of  this  rigptir 
^d  feverity  to  Chrift*  No.w,  there  aprei  ap^onj;  others,  t^ree  fpecial 
res^on^  why  Cbrift  cpuld  not  be  iparcd* 

The  honour  gf  4'vine  juftice  required,  that  be  Ifiould  fuflferthe 
Otmoft  degree  of  puniiiimeqt.  It  was  meet  that  the  rights  of  hea- 
ytn  (hould  be  vindicated  to  the  full,  ^nd  that  the  juUice  o|  God 
ibould  have  the  )aft  mite  \%  could  demand  for  fatisfa^ion.  And  this 
wa$  thp  A^^eci^l  dcfigii  apd  ajixi  of  Gqd  in  the  fui^erin^  of  Chrift,  tt 
the  apoftle  fppaks,  Rom.  iii.  25,  ^.  \%  yas  «  to  declare  hisrigh- 
teoufneis  ;*  and  left  we  flioulJ  lole  the  eniphatical  word>  it  is  doubled 
apd  repeat^A  <  to  declare,  {  f^y,  at  this  time  his  r^hteoufnefs.*  And 
iadcpd  herein  God  ful^y  obtained  b*s  deHg^o  •,  for  pcverwas^  juftice  fo 
b.onoured  before,  to.  fa^ve  ft)cl\  a^  perfon  ^s  f  he  Son  of  God  (land  at 
its  bar^  ?Pd  fuch  ^  i\ua\  s($  bis  bipod  paid  down  ^t  pnce  fp^  our  dif- 
charge  :  fo  that  jjuftice.  triumphs  ^  well  as  merc;^|  and  one  attribute 
15  not  rpbbed  to  pay  another. 

As  it  was  neceflary  to  Qod*s  fa^ti^fafUpnit  &  it  was  necefiary  to  ours 
S|lfa.  If  the  I^ord  Jefus  bad  not  paade  full  paym^t  to  the  utmoft 
imte,  wf  cwdd  peyer  hayf  bad  fi^Il  fatisfeftion  in  our  confciences, 
about  that  deep  and  dear  ^pnceminc|at  of  our  fouls,  th^  rcmi^i^^  ^^ 
^IwH^fan  is  s^  guilty  and  a  fufpicious  creaturcj^  and  hard  tpbebrou^l^^ 
.  to,  ^B  entire  fonfid'ence  in  tbc  pardoiiing  mercy  of  God.  ^ca,  it\s 
impoffihle  to  perA^ad^  a  cpnvinced  ^qnfpepc^,  of  the  peflibility  of  re- 
snllfioq,  except  ypu  can  ^Ifp  prpve  the  f\ilne{s  of  divme  fatisfafllpn  5 
for  confcience  reauure$  as.  mwb  to,  fatisly  jt,  as^  Qpd  doth  to  fat'r.fy 
him.  If  God  be  latUiiecli  tbci)  cpnfcience  c%n  be  fati^fjed  tofx^  and  fe- 
curely  reft  upon  that  ground  »  but  JIF  thqrc  be  any  cjoubt  o(  th^t^  there 
is  no  appea&ng  pf  an9Wpys  ^nd  jealous  cofiicience  :  grcatlj  tb^efore 
bath  Uod  confuked  our  pef^c^  in  the  feyerily  of  b's  juftice  to  Jefi^s 
Chrift.  <  Now  the  God  of  ppa^f,  ^hp  brought  s^gaip  from  the  dead 
our  tiord  Jefu^,  that  great  Shepherd  0/ tbe  (hcep,  through  the  blood 
of  the  eiierlafting  covenant,*  Heb,  3iUi.  ?ip.  Let  tl|e  vp^ds  be  ifcijjfei- 
^  >  he  i«  (tiled  the  Qod  of  pe^oe,  wbcn  be  brpu^ht  tl^d^  ClvrjA  6^ 
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tKe  (kd ;  it  irasincenfed  juftke  that  ptTt  him  tb  des&i  aad  appeaftd 
juftice  that  brought ,  him  back  from  the  dead  i  and  that  trfiich  pani^ 
fied  God,  h  the  onlf  tUog  m  the  woHd  that  is  able  to  fatiafy  the 
conicttQoe  of  a  iimitr. 

3.  Theprfore did  God  proceed  with  firth  irigorur  aftd feveritjri^itlk 
Jcius  Cbrift,  that  thereby  the  demerit  and  tvil  of  fin  tAig&t4)e  kSIf 
Akortttd  to  the  world,  and  an  eTcrhi^ng  caution  idft  Upon  all  Ixtsttts 
to  bbwarie t>f  contrafting  new  giiilt.  If  jnftice  had  ddctndfcd  ina  rifi^ 
ble  form,  and  hanged  up  imBions  of  fimxers  in  diahis.  It  had  hot  been 
iuch  a  warning  as  this  againft  fin.  Nay,  let  me  fay,  the  grievous  ahd 
eternal  tormem  that  the  daihned  fuSer  m  hell,  is  not  fhdi  a  demons 
ftration  of  the  eVH  of  fin  as  this  b  -,  for  tfaofe  torments  are  much  nhx 
.  known  to  men  tin  they  fetl  tfaeih  i  and  When  they  begb  to  feel  them» 
it  B  too  late  to  be  vonvioced  or  caiitioned  againft  im  then.  Btrt  to 
fee  fuch  a  perfbn  as  Chrift  expofed  to  the  utmofi  f everity  of  God^ 
wrath  for  our  fin,  to  fee  fuch  things  done  in  the  green  tree,  ma^  well 
make  us  cry  dut,  "  Lord,  what  will  be  done  to  the  dry  treic  ?*  O  the  ] 
infinite  evil  of  fin !  O  the  inflexible  fcveritjr  of  divine  jnfticfeiJtK;i  [ 
fearful  tiling  tojEfll  fnto  the  hamds  of  the  living  God  { 

4^  In  aword ;  hereby  Jefus  Chpft  b  endeared  the  more  to  hispeo^ 
pfei  by  fixfiermg  fuc3i  grestt  and  hard  things  in  their  place  and  for 
their  ndtes.  The  ^tiemity  of  hb  fiifiermgs  for  ns,  commands  the 
flrength  bf  his  affeAion  to  us. 

And  thns  you  fee  the  reaibns  of  all  thb  fbverity  to  Jefus  -Chriff.; 
God  mtended  the  fwcetefl  inerdes  fen*  yon,  and  therefore  prepared 
the  bittereft  fuSerings  ior  Cfarlft :  from  hb  deep  f\ifiifrings  you  may 
confidently  concbde  the  befl  of  mercies  are  defigned  for  yon ;  as  yoa 
will  hear  hi  the  profeditiftig  df  tht  f<ic6nd  ddffaine,  which,  for  diipatch» 
I  purpoie  to  handle  as  dne  ufe  of  tfak  point  now  before  me. 

O  the  admirable  and  aftonifhing  Idve  of  God  to  ns  poor  worms  of 
the  eai^h,  to  deUver  up  hb  own  Son  mto  the  blinds  of  hb  enemies, 
that  tfairfted  for  his  blood  I  Long  had  they  beeh  rdlrained  from  ia^ 
tisfying  tlierr  wickedtrefs,  and  executing  their  malice,  till. now}  and 
this  was  the  hour  which  he  often  fpake  of^  «  My  hour  b  not  yet 
tome/  'But,  oh  I  What  a  difmal  hour  vras  it  when  it  did  come, 
when  Providence  let  loofe  both  devils  and  rticn  upon  Chrift,  delivered 
him  over  to  the' will  of  hb  enemies  I  And  thb  vras  not  all  3  Chrift 
was  bot  only  delivered  op  into  the  hands  of  the  worftof  men,  but, 
which  was  itmch  more  terrible,  into  the  fevere  hands  of  diving  jus- 
tice, to  grapptenrith  the  pure,  umnixefd,  and  unalbycd  wrath  of  the 
great  and  tettible  God. 

Lqfffy,  We  wHl  improve  thb  point  by  a  double  tife,  by  way  of  itiri 
fi>rmation  and  exhortation. 

Ufe  I.    Of  hifirmatkn. 

Fhrji^  The  fevcrity  of  God's  juftice  to  Jefus  Chrift  informs  i» 
what  a  drcadfiil  evfl  fin  i^r^^wht^h  f^  Iniietdb  tb&^i^^  of  Godue^M 
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4gflunft  his- own  Son,  when  be  bare  our  fii^i  smd  flood  belbreftid 
bar  of  God  as  our  furetf. 

Come  hitberi  hard  hearts  (hard  indeed  if  this  cannot  break  theo^) 
you  complain,  you  cannot  fee  the  evil  of  iin,  fo  as  to  be  deeply  bum- 
bled for  it :  fix  your  eyes  a  while  here,  and  intently  confider  the  point 
in  hand :  fuppdfe  you  faw  a  tender  and  pitiful  {^thcr  come  into  open 
court  with  lury  in  his  face,  to  charge  his  own,  his  only,  and  his  moft 
beloi«d  Sony  and  to  profecute  him  to  deaths  and  nothing  able  to  fr- 
tbfy  him  but  his  blood,  and  be  well  pleafed  when  he  fees  it  fflied  i 
would  you  not  £iy.  Oh  1  what  horrid  evil  hath  be  done  I  It  muft  be 
iomc  deep  wrong,  ibihe  heinous  crime  that  he  is  guilty  of,  eUe  it  could 
never  be  that  his  own  £ither  could  iorget  his  bowcb  of  pity  and  mer« 
cy«.  Yet  thus  did  the  wrath  of  God  break  forth  againft  his  dear  Suo, 
when  he  (lood  before  the  bar,  as  our  furety,  charged  with  the  guilt; 
of  our  fins. 

Sec9tuliy,  Learn  hence  what  a  feal-ful  thing  it  is  to  fall  into  the  bands 
'  of  the  living  God*  Well  might  Luther  cry  out,  lf§lo  Deum  ohfoiu'^. 
tump  La  melave  nothing  to  do  with  an  ahfiliUt  God*  Wo  to  them  that 
ftand  before  God  in  their  own  pcrfons,  wid;out  Chrift,  how  will  jof. 
tice  handle  them  I  *  For  if  thefe  things  were  done  in  the  green  tree, 
what  fliall  be  done  in  the  dry  tree  ^  Luke  xxili.  31.  Did  the  Son  of 
God  fear,  tremble,  fweat  clots  of  blood  ?  Did  he  ftand  amazed,  and 
£tll  into  Tuch  ah  agony  of  ibul  when  he  drank  that  cup,  which  be 
knew  in  a  few  hours  be  fltould  drink  ilp,  and  then  never  tafte  the 
bitternefs  of  it  more  ?  How  fad  is  their  cafe  that  mud  drink  of  thart 
cup  for  ever,  a  cop  that  hath  eternity  to  the  bottom  I 

^nUrdly,  How  incomprehen^ble  and  raviflung  is  the  love  of  God 
to  then,  that  would  rather  be  fb  fevere  to  jefus  ChriAi  the  darling 
of  his  foul,  than  make  us  the  objeAs  of  his  wrath  for  ever  i  Wluch 
of  you  }though  there  be  infinitely  lefs  tendemefs  in  your  hearts  than 
God's)  would  lay  your  hands  upon  a  child,  the  worft  child  you  have^ 
and  put  him  to  death  for  the  fake  of  the  beft  friend  you  have  in  the 
world  ?  but  God  with  bis  own  hand  delivered  his  Son>  his  only  b*OD» 
that  from  everlading  was  the  delight  of  his  foul,  who  never  offended 
him,  to  death,  the  moft  curfed  and  eruel  deatb>  and  all  this  for  ene- 
mies ;  how  unfpeakable  is  this  love,  and  paft  finJing  out  I 

Fourthly^  Did  not  God  fpare  hb  own  Son  ?  then  let  none  of  us 
Ipare  our  own  fins.  S:n  was  that  fword  which  pierced  Chrifi :  O  let 
iorrpw  for  fin  pierce  yoUr  hearts !  If  you  fpare  fin,  God  will  not 
ipare  you,  Deut.  xzix.  ao.  \Vc  fpare  fin  when  we  faintly  dppofe  it, 
when  we  excufe,  cover  and  defend  It,  when  we  arc  impatient  under 
juft  rebukes  and  reproofs  for  it;  biit  all  kindnefi  to  (in  is  cruelty  tO 
our  own  fouls. 

Fifthly^  zuAJafily^  If  God  did  not  fpare  Cbrift,  eertainly  he  in- 
tends to  fpare  believers  fcr  his  fake^ 

fhe  furety  could  not  be  fpardd,  that  the  prindpal  might  be  Spared 
for  ever.    If  God  had  Qiared  blm^  be  could  not  have  i(pared  us  ^  if 
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\it  adlt£h  his  people,  it  is  not  for  fatisfa^lioa  to  himfelf,  but  profit  to 
Us,  Heb.  xii.  lo.     Sbould  God  fpare  the  rod  ofaffli^oiiiit  would  . 
not  be  for  our  advantage ;  fo  man^  fan^tified  afflifkions  as  are  fpared 
or  abated,  fo  many  mercies  and  fpiritual  advantages  are  withheld  hroni 
us.     But  as  for  thofe  ftrokes  of  juftice  that  are  the  effects  of  God's 
vindiftive  wrath,  they  Aail  never  be  felt  by  believers  for  ever.     AH 
the  wrath,  all  the  curfe,  all  the  gall  and  wormwood  vas  iqueesed  iot^ 
Chriil's  cup,  and  not  one  drop  left  to  imbitter  our$. 
Ufe  2..  Of  Exh^rtatioru 

Did  not  God  fpare  his  own  Son,  but  give  lijm  up  to  the  ^th  fo:^ 
us  all]  Then  poflefs  your  hearts  fully  in  the  aflurance  of  thi»  great. 
truth,  ^hat  the  greate/i  andbeji  of  mercies  Jhall  not  be  denied  or  withbeli 
fromyjul  if^^^  be  in  Chrift  ;  lay  it  down  as  a  fure  conclufion  of  faitb^ 
and  build  up  yoiir  hope  and  comfort  upon  it.  This  takes  in  the  fe« 
cond  obfeirvdtion  5  and  furely  never  was  any  truth  better  fortified^ 
never  any  inference  more  ftrongly  inferred.  Henceforth  y^  may  in- 
fer tcqfiporalj  Jpiritual,  and  eternal  mcrciesi  all  muft  be  yours,  if  yott 
bsChnft's',  I  (ibr.  iii.  21,  22,  23.  O,  make  furc  that  Chrift  is  yoUr$, 
and  never  HcHtate  at  any  other  mercy!  For,  "^ 

Pirjfl^od  hath  certainly  a  valiie  and  eflecni  for  bis  own  Son  in-  , 
finitely  above  all  other  things ;  he  is  his  own  Son,  his  dear  Son,  CoU 
i.  13.  the  Belovedy  Eph.  i.  6.  the  delight  (f  his  foul  ^  Ifa.  xlii.  i.  No- 
thing is  valued  by  God  at  the  rate  that  Chrift  is  valued.  If  therefor^ 
He  fpare  not  the  nioft  excellent  mercy,  but  parts  with  the  very  dar- 
ling of  his  foul  for  Us,  how  (hall  he  denyj  or  withhold,  any  lefier  in- 
ferior mercy  i  It  is  no^  to  be  imagined,  for  he  is  the  mercy,  etnphati- 
cully  fo  called,  Luke  i.  72. 

Secondly,  Jefus  Chrift  is  a  compreheniive  niercy,  inciudittg  all  other  • 
m.Tcies  in  himftlf ;  he  Is  che  tree  of  life,  all  other  mercies  are  but  the 
fruits  growing  on  him  ;  he  is  the  fun  of  right eoufrtefs ;  and  whatever  '' 
comfort,  fpiritUiil  or  natural,  refrefhcs  your  foiils  or  bodies,  is  but  a 
beam  from  that  fun,  a  ftream  From  that  fountain.  If  then  God 
{x;rt  with  Chrift  to  you,  and  for  you,  he  will  not  withhold  other 
mercies;  he  will  hot  giVe  tne  whole  tree^  and  deny  an  ap[de }  be-« 
ilour  the  fountain  icfelf,  and  deny  you  the  ftreams.  All  fpiritual 
mercies  trd  in  him,  and  givert  v/'ith  hirh  5  Eph.  i.  3.  «'  Bleffed  be 
the  God  and  Pathcr  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Ghrift,  who  hs^th  blefled 
us  with  ail  iipiritual  blefllngs,  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  JefUs."  All 
temporals  are  in  him,  and  given  with  him,  MaUh.  vi.  ^3.  they  ate  ad*- 
ditionakto  that  great  mercy. 

Thirdly,  If  God  fpared  not  Ciu'ift,  the  bcft  mercy,  but  delivered 
him  up  for  us  all  when  we  were  his  enemies,  then  certainly  he  wiU 
not  deny  lefier  m^ctcs  when  we  are  reconciled  and  made  friends  to 
him.  And  this  is  the  forcible  reafon  of  the  apoftlc,  which  even  com"- 
pcls  aflcnt  i  Rom.  v.  9.  / «<  Much  more,  being  now  juftified  by  bis 
blood,  we  Qlail  be  fave^  from  wrath  throijgli  him/'    {n  a  word, 
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Fonrtilyf  and  lajlfy^  If  it  were  the  very  dcfign  and  intention  ol 
God  m  not  fparing  his  own  Son,  to  open  thereby  a  door  for  all  mer- 
ges to  be  let  in  upon  us,  then  it  is  not  imaginable  he  Ihould  withhold 
them :  he  will  not  lofe  his  dcfign,  nor  lay  fo  many  ftripcs  upon  Chrift 
in  vain :  fome  (hall  furely  have  the  benefit  of  it,  and  none  fo  capable 
as  believers. 

When  God  fparcd  not  his  own  Son,  this  wa3  the  dcfign  of  it ;  and 
could  you  know  the  thoughts  of  his  hcartj  they  would  appear  to  b^ 
fuchasthcfe: 

I  will  now  manifeft  the  fiercenefi  of  my  wrath  to  Chrift,  and  the 
fiilneis  of  my  love  to  believers.  The  pain  fliall  be  his,  that  the  cafe 
and  reft  may  be  theirs ;  the  ftripes  his,  and  the  healing  balm  ifiliing 
froip  them,  theirs;  the  condemnation  his,  and  the  Juftification  theirs  ; 
the  reproach  and  ihame  his,  and  the  honour  and  glory  theirs  ;  the 
curfe  hisi  and  the  blefling  theirs  5  the  death  his,  and  the  life  theirs  : 
the  vinegar  and  gall  his,  the  fweet  of  it  theirs.  He  fliall  groan,  and 
ihey  fliall  triumph  >  he  fliall  mourn,  that  they  may  rejoice  ^  his  heart 
fliall  be  heavy  for  a  time,  that  theirs  may  be  light  and  glad  for  ever  j 
he  fliall  be  (briaken,  that  they  may  never  be  forfaken ;  out  of  th 
worft  ol  miferies  to  him,  fliall  fpring  the  fweeteft  of  mercies  to  them. 
O  grace !  grace  beyond  conception  of  th^  largeft  mind,  the  ezpreffion 
of  the  tongues  of  angels  I  1 


THE    SEVENTH 

MEDITATION, 

Upon  Makk  tz.  14*  / 

And  Jhaigbtway  the  fathtr  of  the  Mid  cried  etit,  and  Jaid' with  tearr^ 
Lcrd^  I  Mieve,  help  thou  tmne  unbeliefs    - 

nr^HE  occafion  6f  thele  words  is  to  be  gathered  firom  the  cODtext : 
I  and  briefly  it  was  this :  A  tender  father  brings  a  poflefled  child 
toGhrift  to  be  cured  ;  with  Sipotes  f  a  doubting  queftion,  <<  If  tboa 
canft  do  any  thing  i  have  compaffion  upon  us,  and  help  us  :*  Words 
unportiDg  much  natural  afieAion  and  tender  hyve  to  his  child ; 
<(  Have  compafikm  [upon  us,]  and  [help  us.*^  If  the  child  be  fick^ 
the  parent  is  not  well }  what  touches  the  child,  it  felt  by  his  £ither« 

A^das-  they,  import  his  natural  afl»ftion  to  bb  dukit  fo  aUb  his 
own  fpiritual  difeafe^  or  the  weafcnefs  of  lus  faith*   'H»  chUd  was 
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pofibSW  irith  a  dumb  devil,  and  himfelf  with  unbelieving  doubts  andr 
fufpicions  of  Chrift's  ability  to  cure  his  chiW      The  child  had  a  fick*  j 
bodji  and  the  father  an  infirm  foul:  Satan  afflifted  one  by  apofieffion^   { 
and  the  other  by  temptation,  ver«  a  z*  t 

Chrift  return^  his  doubting  language  upon  himfelf}  ver.  23.     <<  If 
thou  canft  believe,  all  things  are  poffible  to  him  that  beCeveth  :'^ 
q.  d.  Doft  thou  doubt  of  my  ability  to  heal  thy  child  i  Queltion  ra^r 
ther  thy  own  ability  to  believe,,  for  his  cure.  If  he  be  not  healedi  thtf 
caufe  will  not  be  in  ndy  inability,  but  in  thine  own  infidelity  r  Whick 
he  fpeaks  not,  to  ingnuate  that  faith  was  in  his  own  power,  bat  to    j 
convince  him  of  his  weaknefs,  and  drive  him  to  God  for  affiftance  2  vT 
Which  efiFcA  It  obtained ;  for  immediately  he  cried  out,  and  faid  with    I 
tears,  «<  Lord,  I  believe,  help  thou  mine  unbelief.*'  .    ' 

O  how  good  is  it  for  men  to  be  brought  into  the  (Iraits  of  afiBiftxoQ  ^. 
fometicnes  I  Had  not  this  man  fallen  mto  this  diilrefs,  it  is  not.  tiled 
that  he  had  (at  leaft  not  fo  foon)  arrived  either  to  the  fenfe  of 'his 
grace,  or  the  weaknefs  of  it.  ■)  '        '> 

In  the  words  we  may  note  thefe  three  parts.  *  '• 

Firfi,  A  profeffion  of  his  faith  s  Ldrd^  I  believe. 
Secondly^  Afenfe  of  the  weaknefs  of  his  faith}  Help  thou^mwetifs 
Mtef.  ^  '  ' 

Thirdly^  The  affeftion  with  which  both  were  uttered ;  Hn  cried 

puii  and  find  wiib  tears.     If  thefe  tears  proceeded  from  the  fenfe  and 

feeling  of  divine  power,  enabling  him  to  believe,  as  fome  thinki  then 

they  were  tears  of  joy,  and  would  inform  us  of  this  great  truth :     ^ 

Doft.  !•  That  the  leqfiand  ioweft  meafure  of  true  faiths  is  matter  rfjoy 

unfpeakabU  to  the  pojfeffbr  (f  it.  - 

If  they  proceeded  from  the  fenfe  of  the  weaknefs  of  his  faith,  then 

they  gave  i^s  this  note :  *  '^ 

Doft.  2,  TAa/  the  remainders  of  unbelief  in  the  peopk  of  Gcd^  do  cd/t 

them  many  tears :  They  are  the  burdens  andjbrrows  of  gracious  fouls. 

Doft  I.  Tfoa^  the  teaft  and  hwefl  meafure  of  true  faiths  is  matter  of 

joy  unfpeahabie  to  the  poffejfor  (fit. 
The  apoftle,  in  %  Pet.  i*  i.  calls  it  precious  faith :  and  it  wcUde- 
ferves  that  epithet  %  for  the  leaft  and  loweft  degree  of  iavlng  faith,  is 
of  invaluable  excellency  \  as  will  appear  in  thefe  particulars  : 

FhftjUht  leaft  degree  of  faving  faith,  truly  unites  the  Ibul  to  Jc- 
fus  Chrift,  and  makes  it  as  really  a  branch  or  member  of  him^  as  Mo* 
fes,  Abraham,  or  Paul  were. 

AU  faving  faith  receives  Chrift,  John  i.  la.  Indeed,  the  ftrong 
believer  receives  him  with  a  ftronger  and  fteadier  hand  than  the  weak 
one  doth,  who  fta^ers,  doubts,  and  trembleSi  but  yet  receives  him  \ 
and  confequently  is  as  much  interefted  in  the  blefled  privileges  flow- 
ing from  union,  as  the  greateft  believer  in  the  world.  Such  is  Chrift^s 
complacency  m  our  pe^ons  and  duties,  his  fympathy  with  us  in  our 
trouUes  and  affliftions,  and  onr  intereft  in  his  perfon  and  purchafe. 
And  is  not  this  matter  of  exceeding  yyf  I  U  it<  bot  enough  .to  melt| 
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jc^i  OTsrvIielm  the  heart  of  a  poor  (inner,  to  dlfc-Qter  aod  kt\  that 
m  his  own  heart,  which  entitles  him  to  fuch  mercies  i 

SecofuUji  From  the  lead  degree  of  fawing  faith,  wc  may  infer  as 
plenary  a  repniffion  of  fin,  as  from  the  ftrongcft.  The  weakeft  be- 
liever is  7ts  completely  panlonedj  as  the  ftrongeft  ;  Afts  x,  43.  «  B7 
Kimall  that  believe  are  juftilied  from  all  things/  -^//  that  Mieve^ 
without  difference  of  fizes,  flrength,  or  degrees  •,  the  leaft  as  well  as 
the  greateft  \  the  believer  of  a  day  old,  as  well  ai^  the  fi^thc^  and 
worthies  of  greateft  name,  and  longed  ftanding. 

Lo  then»  the  leaft  meafure  of  faith  entitles  thee  as  really  to  the 
greateft  bleflingy  as  the  higheft  a£Vs  of  faith  can  do.  It  is  true^  this 
ftronger  the  a^ing  of  faith  i^,  the  clearer  the  evidence  ufually  is;  but 
fatercft  in  the  privilege  is  the  fame  in  bqth.  If  then  thou  canft  dii^ 
\-  cern  but  Ihe  we^ked  aQ  and  fmallefl  meafure  of  faith  in  thy  fouU  hal^ 
thou  not  reafo^,  with  hiip  in  the  text,  to  cry  ot(t,  and  fay  withiearsj, 
Lord^  I^hluve  ?  Canfl  thou  receive  and  read  this  pardoiu  the  par- 
don of  fuch,  and  fo  many  (ins,  and  no;  w^t  it  with  thy  tea^s  ?  O,  it 
is  matter  of  joy  unfpeakable  I 

Thirdlyj  The  leaft  degree  of  faving  fajth  infers  thy  elcflion  of 
•God  I  and  if  that  be  ttox  (natter  of  tpeltiog  s^^d  tranfportinf  confi- 
deration,  nothing  is»  O,  it  ?s  matter  of  more  joy,  that  pur  narne^ 
tfr#  wrifttn  in  the  book  4f  ttfty  than  that  the  devils  are  fubje£l  to  us, 
Xuke  z.'2o.  From  Kence  it  or^ay  be  inferred,  that  we  are  ctiofen  of 
God  ;  Afts  xiii.  48.  «  As  tnany  ?$  were  ordained  to  eternal  life,  be*, 
lieved.'  / 

poyrihlyf  The  leaft  meafure  of  faving  faithj  is  a  mercy  greater  tjian 
moft  men  ever  partake  of. 

It  is  true,  God  is  rich  apd  bountifiil.  10  the  gifts  of  providence  tQ 
others ;  they  have  the  good  things  of  this  life,  maliy  of  them  fno^ 
than  their  heai-ts*  can  wiA,  Pfal.  Ix](iii.  7.  He  enrjcheth  many  of 
them  alfb  with  endowments  of  mind,  natural  gnd  ;pore  Ipiowledge 
and  wifdom ;  yea»  snd  adorns  them  with  faorailitical  vivtuesx  fbat 
render  them  very  delirable  and  lovely  in  their  converles  with  men  ^ 

.but  there  are  but  few  to  whom  he  giv^s  favipg^f^ith*  Ifa,  1UL.1« Bc- 

-lievers  are  hut  a  fmall  repmant  among  men, 

Fifthfyy  and  lojlly^  fie  that  haiU  ?i)y,  the  leaft  degree  of  faving 
faith>  hath  that  which  will  never  be  taljpen  frofn  him  :  All  other  ex- 
cellencies go  away  at  death,  Jo^  iv*  ^i-  but  (his .is  ^  fpring  that  never 
foils,  <  it  Iprings  up  into  everlafting  life,'  John  iv.  14.  ^  ipafl.  VP^J 
outlive  his  fr|end$  and  ^amiiiar^  his  eftate  and  health,  his  ^ifts  .and 
natural  parts,  but  not  his  faith.  How  great  matter  of  joy  aQdcomfbi-t 
is  wrapt  up  in  the  leafl  degree  of  faith  1 

Vfe   I.   Ofjrial. 

It  concerns  us  then  to  examine  ourfelves,  whether  our  faith.be^true, 
.  be  it  more  or  lefs,  itronger  or  weaker  \  and)  until  we  difcef  d  its  trulli* 
.  »J  wifl  yicW  hut  litile  comfort. 
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I  eoD&Is,  weak  believers  are  under  great  4iradvantages  as  to  coaiv 
fort ;  fmall  and  wreak  things  being  ufually  very  inevident  and  lindiA 
ceroiUe.  But  yet,  in  this  example  before  us,  we  find  weak  faith  was  ' 
made  evident,  though  n^uch  unbelief  was  mixed  with  it.  Lordt  -f 
ieJievff  help  thoii  mine  unbelief.  In  which  words,  many  very  ufefiil 
iigns  of  true»  though  weak,  faith  did  appear  }  and  they  are  very  re^ 
lieving  to  weak  beiievers,  to  (onfider  then>«  O  that  we  Q)ight  find 
the  like  in  u$  I  . 

Firft^  His  faith  gave  him  a  tender,  meking  heart.  He  cried  ^^ 
and /aid  with  tears.  Doth  your  faith  nKit  your  hearts,  either  in  a  fenfe 
of  your  own  vilenefs,  or  the  riches  of  free  grace  to  fuch  vile  crea* 
turcs?  , 

Secondly f  His  faith  gave  him  a  deep  fenfe  of  his  remaining  unbelief, 
and  burdened  his  heart  with  it :  Help  my  unbelief.  And  fure  fo  wiU 
yours,  if  it  be  but  as  a  grain  of  muftard-feed  in  you.    . 

%hirdlyj  His  weak  faith  carried  him  to  Chrill,  in  fervent  prayers 
and  cries,  for  his  help  to  fubdue  unbelief  in  him  %  apd  fo  will  yoursy 
if  your  faith  be  right.    O  how  often  do  the  people  of  God  go  to  the 
throne  of  grace  upon  that  errand  !  Help^  Lord,  my  heart  is  dead,  ^ 
vain,  and  very  unbelieving ;  there  is  no  dealing  with  it  in  .mj  ^^fn  ' 
ftrength:  Father,  help  me  I 

^FMirtl4y%  His  w^ak  faith  made  him  hunger  and  thirft  after  greater 
meafures,  of  it :  Help  my  unbelief  $  i.  e.  Lord,  cure  it,  that  I  may  be- 
lieve with  more  Arong  and  fteady  aQs  of  faith  *,  that  &may  not  quei^ 
tion  thy  power  any  more,  or  fay,  If  thou  canft  do  any  thing  ?  Why 
thus  it  will  be  with  you,  if  you  be  true  believers  \  Luke  xvii.  5. 
^  Lord,  (faid  the  difciples)  increafe  our  faith/ 

Fifthly^  There  was  a  conflict  in  his  foul  betwixt  faith  and  infidelity, 
grace  and  corruption ;  and  this  is  very  fenfible  to  him  ;  faith  incliii- 
ing  him  one  way,  and  i^nbelief  carrying  him  another :  And  ben^e  he 
fpeaks  like  a  man  greatly  difire^d,  betwixt  the  working  of  contrary 
principles  in  his  own  foul  (and  fo  you  will  alfo  find  it  in  yourfelves) 
Gal.  V,  17.  <  The  flefh  lufteth  againft  ^h^  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  a- 
gainft  the  flefh ;  fo  that  ye  cannot  do  the  things  that  ye  would.' 

J^e  2,  Of  cwfolaiioju 

Well  then,  blefs  (he  Lord  for  the  leaft  degree  of  faving  faith ; 
and  Be  not  fo  di%>uraged  at  its  imperfeAions,  as  to  overlook  and 
•flight  the  fmalleft  working  of  faith  in  your  fouls.  This  poor  man 
^as  deeply  fen^bte  of  his  vinbelief,  and  yet  at  the  fame  inftant  truly 
thankful  for  a  (mall  meafure  of  faith  ;  and  fo  (hould  yo^.     For, 

Firfl^  The  ieaft  meafure  of  faving  faith,  is  more  than  all  the  crea- 
tures power  could  produce :  It  is  the  faith  of  the  operation  of  God,  Col. 
"•  1 2.  It  is  the  work  ofGod^  that  ye  believe^  John  vi.  29.  Yea,  it  is  the 
exceeding  greainefs  ofhispower^  Eph.  i.  19,  ao.  No  miniftcr  of  Chrif^, 
hpw  excellent  loever  their  gifts  are,  no  duties  or  ordinan^es^  nohK 
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.  boar  or  Alienee  of  your^own,  wkfaoiit  tWs  migtty  power  of  Cod»  can 
ever  bring  yoo  to  faith. 

Becenilji  It  is  the  juft  matter  of  wonder  and  aftoniflimentj  that 
ever  one  fpark  of  faith  was  kindled  in  fiich  an  heart  as  thine  isi  an 
heart  whrdi  had  no  predifpofition  or  inclination  in  the  leaft  to  be* 
licvc :  YcBi  it  was  not  Rafa  Tahuht  like  dean  paper,  void  of  any 
Impreffion  of  faith,  but  filled  with  contrary  impreffions  to  it ;  fo  that 
it  b  marvellous  that  ever  your  hearts  received  the  ftanip  or  impreffion 
of  faith  on  them. 

It  was  wonderful,  that  fire  fhoufd  fall  from  heaven  and  bum  upon 
^le  altar,  when  Elijah  had  laid  the  wood  in  order  upon  it ;  but  much 
more  when  he  poured  fo  much  water  upon  it,  as  not  only  wet  all  the 
'wood,  but  filled  the  trenches,  j  Kings  xviii,  30.  Juft  fo  was  the  cafe 
of  thy  foul,  reader,  when  God  came  to  kindle  faith  there  :  Thy  heart 
was  dark  and  ignorant,  neither  acquainted  with  God,  6r  thy  owt^ 
condition  ;  yea,  thy  heart  was  a  proud  heart,  full  of  ielf-rightcouf* 
nefs,  and  felf-conceitednefs,  Rev  iii.  17*  Rom.  x.  3.  A  heart,  that 
would  rather  venture  eternal  damnation,  than  deny  felf,  and  fubmit 
to  Chrift :  And  yet  the  light  of  the  Lord  muft  (bine  into  this  dark* 
nels,  and  the  pride  and  flifinefs  of  thy  heart  muft  be  broli<<n|  an4 
brought  to  yield,  or  there  is  no  believing. 

Befide,  How  many  and  mighty  enemies  did  oppofc  the  work  of 
'faith  m  thy  foyl  ?  Among  which  Satan  and  thy  own  carnal  reafonings 
were  the  priri^fipal,  2  Cor.  x.  4,  By  them,  what  flrong-holds  and 
fortifications  were  raifed,  to  fccure  thee  from  the  firoke$of  cotivic- 
tion  that  make  way  for  faith.  Let  but  the  ftate  of  thine  pwn  heart, 
as  it  was  by  nature,  be  confidered,  and  thou  wilt  fay,  it  was  the  won- 
derful work  of  God,  that  ever  thou  wafl  brought  in  any  degree  ta 
believe. 

Thirdly,  Though  thy  faith  be  weak,  yet  'k  is  growing,  if  it  be  fiiv- 
ing  faith.  The  largcft  tree  was  once  but  a  kernel,  or  acorn  \  the 
Jncfl  famous  believer,  at  firft  but  a  weak  and  doubting  one :  Be  not 
difcouraged  therefore,  God  will  fulfil  all  the  good  pleafurc  of  his 
,  goodncls  in  you,  and  the  work  of  faith  with  powen  It  were  certainly 
xnuch  better  for  you  to  be  bleffing  God  for  a  little  faith,  prayipg  for 
the  increafe  of  faith,  and  diligently  attending  thofe  means  by  which 
'  it  may  be  improved  ;ind  made  flouriOiing  in  your  fouls,  than,  by  a  fin- 
ful,  ungrateful,  and  prejudicial  defpondency,  at  once  to  difiionour 
God,  and  thus  wrong  yourfelveff. 

Dc^.  2.  That  the  remains  cf  unbelief  tn  gracious  hearts  do  cofl  them 

many  tears  $ndforronvs. 
There  are  many  things  that  affliA  and  grieve  the  people  of  Cod 
from  without ;  but  all  their  outward  troubles  arc  nothing  to  theic 
"  troubles  that  come  from  within. 

There  are  nrdny  umard  troubles  that  make  them  groan,  but  none 

more  than  this,  the  unbelief  they  -find  in  their  own  heaits*    This  fin 

.  JuHly  coils  them  more  trouble  thao  other  fins^^becaufe  it  is  the  root 
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firom  whith  bther  fins  do  fpring ;  a  root  of  bitternefs)  bearing  woria* 
wood  aad  gall,  to  tho  imbittciiag  of  their  fouls.    For, 

Firftt  The  remains  of  unbelief  in  the  faints,  greatly  dilhonour  God| 
ftnd  what  is  a  great  dilbonour  to  God,  cannot  but  be  a  great  grief  9)nd 
burden  to  them :  If  or  look,  as  £aith  gives  Qod  fpecial  honour  abo?^ 
all  other  graces,  fo unbelief ,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  both  wrongs  and 
grieves  him  above  all  other  fins.  Unbelief  in  dominion  makes  Go4 
a  liar,  ^i  John  v.  lo.  And  even  the  reliAs  thereof  in  believers,  da 
Ihake  their  adent  to  his  truths  and  promifes,  and  nouri(h  a  vile  fufpi- 
cion  of  them  in  the  heart*  And  how  do  thofe  bafe  jealoufies  refleft ' 
upon  his  honour  ?  Certainly  it  .cannot  but  be  a  grief  to  a  gracious 
heart  to  fee  God  difhonoured  by  others.  Pfal.  cxix.  36.  and  a  much 
greater  to  difhonour  him  ourfeives.  Hinc  iliac  lachrynut :  Upon  thi« 
ground,  we  may  juftly  cry  out,  and  fay  with  tears,  Lordf  help  ourunUlieft 

Sicondlyy  The  remains  of  unbelief  in  the  faints,  doth  not  only  dif- 
honour Ciodj  but  deface  and  fpoil  their  beft  duties, in  which  th^y  at 
any  tim&  approach  unto  God.  Is  the  face  of  God  clouded  from  us 
in  prayer,  hiparing  or  receiving  ?  Examine  the  caufe  and  reafon,  and 
you  will  find  that  cloud  raifed  from  your  own  unbelieving  hearts.  Are 
your  afic^tions  cold,  flat,  and  dead  in  duty  ?  Dig  but  to  the  root,  and 
yoo  will  find  this  fin  to  lie  there.  If  the  word  do  hot  work  upon 
you  as  you  defire  and.  pray  it  might,  it  is  becaufe  it  is  not  mingled 
with  faith,  Heb.  iv.  2.    No  duties,  nor  ordinances,  no  promifes,  can 

S*ve  down  their  fweet  influences  upon  your  fouls,  becaufe  of  this  fid* 
ow  communion  with  the  Lord  In  duties  is  the  life  of  our  life :  Thefe 
things  are.  dearer  to  the  faints,  than  their  eyes.  Juftly  therefore  do 
they  bewail  and  mourn  over  that  fin,  which  obfiru£b  and  intercepts 
their  fweeteft  enjoyments  in  this  world. 

Thirdly^  The  remains  of  unbelief  give  advantage  and  fuccefs  to 
Satan's  temptations  upon  us.  Doth  he  at  any  time  aflSright  and  fcact 
us  firom  our  duty,  or  draw  and  entice  us  to  the  commiifion  of  fin,  or 
darken  and  cloud  our  condition,  and  fill  us  with  inward  fear^  and 
horror,  without  caufe  ?  All  this  he  doth,  by  the  mediation  of  our  un* 
belief.  The  apodlc,  in  £ph.  vi.  16.  calls  faith  the  foul's^  Ihield  ar 
gainft  temptation :  And  1  John  v.  4.  it  is  called  the  nnifory  by  which 
Hoe overcome i  i.e.  the  fword,  or  weapon,  by  which  we  atchieve  our 
vifiories.  And  if  fo,'then  unbelief  difarms  us  both  of  fword  and 
Ihield,  and  leaves  us  naked  of  defence  in  the  day  of  battle,  a  prey  to 
the  next  temptation  that  befals  us. 

Fourthly^  The  remains  of  unbelief  hinder  the  thriving  of  all  graces^ 
it  is  a  worm  at  their  root;  a  plant  of  fuch  malignant  quality,  that  no^ 
thing  which  is  fpiritual  can  thrive  under  the  droppings  and  (hadow  of 
it.  Itisfaid^  Heb.  iv.  a.  that  the  gofpel  was  preached  to.  the  Ifiiiei* 
ites,  but  it  did  not  profit  them,  not  being  mixed  with  faith  in  them 
that  heard  it.  No  ordinances,  nor  duties,  be  they  never  fo  excellent^ 
will  make  that  foul  to  thrive,  where  unbelief  prevails :  Tou  pray,  you 
hsar,  you  faft,  you  meditate;  and  yet  you  do  not  thrive  \  your.  ipii>* 
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}  tual  food  <loth  no^ood  :  You  come  from  ordinances  as  deaci;  car^teis^ 
(y^  andvain,  as  you  went  to  them.  And  wliy  is  it  thus^  &ub  b^cauie  of 
j  ^rgfiiaTiSng  unbelief?    " 

Ufe  I.  Let  all  the  people  of  Gbd  bewail  and  ^tenderly  mourn,  over 
the  remainders  of  infidelity  in  their  own  hearts  i  There,-  there  is  the 
root  of  the  difeale.  And  furely,  reader,  thy  heart  is  not  free  of  (uch 
iymptoms  of  it,  as  appear  in  other  men's  hearts.  For  do  but  con- 
fider, 

Sjmp.  i;  What  is  Our  impatiency  to  wait  for  mercy,  and  delpoa"* 
^ency  of  fpirit,  if  deliverance  come  not  quickly  in  the  outward^  or  in- 
ward ftraits  of  foul  or  body,  but  a  plain  fymptoii)  of  unbelief  in  our 
hearts  ?  "  He  that  believes,  will  not  make  hafte/^  Ifa.  xxviii.  i6.  He 
tEat'cah  believe,  can  alfo  wait  God's  time,  Plalm  xxvii.  14. 

Sympl  2/  And  what  means  our  readinefs  to  ufe  (laful  mediums,  to 
prevent,  or  extricate  ouri'elveS  out  of  trouble,  but  a  great  deal  of  in- 
fidelity, lurking  ftill  in  our  hearts  ?  Might  but  faith  be  heard  to  fpeak, 
it  would  fay  in  thy  heart,  let  me  rather  die  ten  deaths,  than  commit 
one  fin.  It  is  fw^ eter  and  eafier,  to  die  in  my  integrity,  than  to  live 
with  a  defiled,  or  wounded  confcience.  It  is  nothing  but  our  unbe« 
lief,  that  makes  us  fo  ready  to  put  forth  our  hands  to  iniquity,  when 
the  rod  of  the  wicked  refis  idng  upon  us,  or  any  imminent  danger 
threatens  us,  Pfalm  cxxv.  3. 

Symp.  3.  Doth  not  the  unbelief  of  your  hearts  fliew  itfelf  in  your 
deeper  thoughtfiilnefs,  and  great  anxieties  about  earthly  things? 
Matth.  vi.  30.  "We  pretend,  we  have  trufted  in  God  with  our  fouls 
to  all  eternity,  and  yet  cannot  truft  him  for.Qiir.iluly  bread.  We 
bring  the  evils  of  to-morrow  upon  us  to  day^  and  all  becaufe  we  caa-> 
not  believe*  more. 

O  reader  1  how  much  better  were  it  to  hear  fuch  quefiions  as  thcfc 
from  thee.  How  (hall  I  get  an  heart  fuitable  to  the  mercies  I  do  en- 
joy ?  How  fliall  I  duly  improve  them  for  God  ?  •<  JV'hat  fltaUl  reo- 
Jer  to  the  Lord,  for  all  his  goodnefs  ?"  This  would  better  become 
thee,  than  to  afflift  thyfelf  with,  ««  What  (hall  I  cat  ?  What  (hall  I 
drink  ?  Or  wherewithal  fhall  I  be  cloathed  ?" 

Symp*  4.  What  doth  the  flavifh  fear  of  death  fpeak^  but  remains 
of  unbelief  ftitt  in  our  hearts  }  Are  there  not  many  fpintingSj  trecxi- 
blings,  defpondencies  of  mind,  under  the  thoughts  of  death  r  Oh !  if 
fiaith  were  high,  thy  fpiric  could  not  be  fo  low,  2  Cor.  v.  1,2,  3« 
The  more  bondage  of  fear,  the  more  infidelity. 

Sympy  S'  To  conclude :  What  is  the  voice  of  all  thofe  diftrafiions 
of  thy  heart  in  religious  duties,  but  want  of  faith,  wcaknefs  in  faith, 
and  the  actual  prevalence  of  Unbelief?  You  come  to  God  in  prayer} 
And  there  a  thoufand  vanities  befet  you :  Tour  heart  is  carried  away: 
if  rovts,  it  wanders  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  Confcience  fmites  for 
this,  and  fidfh,Thou  doft  but  mock  God  :  thy  foul  will  fmart  for  this: 
Thou  feeleft  neither  ftrength  nor  fwe€;tnef$  arifing  out  of  fuch  duties. 
You  cn<juirc  for  remedies,  and  fill  the  ears  of  friends  with  your  com- 
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plaints ;  sdc),  it  may  be,  fee  not  the  root  of  all  this  to  be^m  your  own 
unbclier.  But  there  it  is }  and  till  that  be  cured,  it  will  jiot  be  bet- 
ter wjthyou. 

Vje^ti  Yet  let  not  poor  Chriftians  To  mourn,  as  thofe  that  have  nd 
hope,  or  ground  o^  tomfort,  even  in  this  cafe.     For, 

Firfl^  Though  there  be  remains  of  unbelief  in  you,  yet  you  ."have 
infinite  caufe  to  Llefs  God  that  they  are  but  remains*  Yqu  once  w^e.   ' 
in  unbcBcfi  iT!itn.  i.  13.  i.  e*  Under  the  full  power  and  dominion  of  v^^ 
it.    ijad  God  cue  you  off  in  that  ftate,  you  mu(i  certainly  have  per*-    ^" 
iflied.    This  Is  the  difeafe,  but  that  was  the  death  of  your  fouls.  ' 

SeconSTy,  Though  unbelief  be  in  you,  yet  it  is  not  in  you  p^  moJum 
quletis^  bjjvaj  oTreft,  as  it  is  irt  all  unb^i<!versj[  but  by  way  of  daily  . 
conflift,  and  as  a  burden  too  heavy  to  be  borne.     Novy  though  the  A 
fin  bcTadiyet  the  forrow  for  !t  is  fwect  j  and  your  conflidb  with  it  1 
bring  you  under  a  very  comfortable  dgn  of  grace,  Roofi.  vii.  21. 

nif^Jly,  This  a  cfireafei  under  which  all  Carifliaas  do  labour  more 
or  lefs.    There  is  not  a  heart  fo  holy  in  all  the  world,  but  is  in  fom^ 
degree  tainted  and  infeAed  with  this  difeafe.     And  this  hath  bten 
evident,  not  "only  in  all  Chriftians^  of  aU  fizesj  but  in  sill  the  a£b  of  ., 
their  faith.     Job's  faith  triumphed  in  chap.  xiii.  15.  yet  had  its  e-  ; 
cYipk  and  fa1nting-^t  in  chap,  xiz^  lo.  Abraham  was  a  moft  i«nowQ«  • 
ed  believeri  a  great  pattern  and  example  of  faith :  O  how  high  a 
j)itch  did  his  faith  mount  to  in  Gen.  xxvii.  3. 1  And  yet  there  was  a  . 
time  wfieh  Tt  faiuted,  and  failed  him^  as  at  Gerar,  Gen.  xx«  2,  lo^ 
ti.  t)avid  lA  Piaf.  xxvii.  t,  23.  was  not  like  David  in  i  Sam.  xxvii* 
I*    The  faith  of  iPeter  flione  out  like  the  fun,  in  a  glorious.conCbffioQ» 
Matth.  xyl,^  16.  and  yet  was  not  only  be^touded^  but  feemed  to  be 
gone  down,  and  quite  fet,  in  Matth.  xxvi.  69.  though  it  afterwards  ' 
rccoltfrcd  itfelt 

Fourthly,  It  is  ndt  this,  or  that  degree  of  unbelie/,  that  damns  a.^^ 
man,  but  the  power  and  dominioh  ofitg  that  damns  him.    jnde^d^  , 
your  comfort  depends  much  upon  the  ftrenoth  of  your  faith;  but   . 
your  fidvatiqn  depends  upon  tl^e  truth  of  it.    Moft  Chriftians  come  to 
fieavenjffitbjl  wealt  and  doubting  faith  i  bat  few,  ^lth(heir  fails  fill- 
ed with  a  direA  and  frefh  wind  of  aflTurance. 

Fifthly,  There  is  enough  In  Chrift  to  help  thy  unbelief  j  Lord,  faid 
this  poor  man«.  he^  my  unbelief.  He  is  an  excellent  phyfician,  and 
kaows^^wjo.  relieve  and  cure  thee :  Go  to  him,  and  groan  out  thy 
complaint  |  xidlhim,  thy  heart  is  pained  and  troubled  with  this  difeafe  % 
thou  (halt  find  him  .2  £uthful,  fkllful,  and  merciful  Saviour. 

SixiUy,  it  is  but  a  little  while,  before  this,  with  all  other  dUeafcs 
bred  by  it  in  thy  foul,  fiiall  be  peifeAly  healed ;  fana^catbn  is  ^  . 
cure  be^oLi  gl^ification  is  a  cure  performed  and  completed :  The 
f^™?r.^?Jl^.,-^?A'^^  the  dominion,  the  latter  will  deftroy'the  ez^ 
illcncc  of  It  in  thy  foul :  When  you  come  to  heaven,  and  never  till  - 
^^"*  yf}^^JL^^  find  yourfclvcs  well,  and  at  cafe  in  every  part. 
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And  tlMis  moch  of  the  lecond  point. 

There  are  fome  general  obfcr^ations  arifkig  from  borii  parts  of  my 

text  coofidered  together^  viz.  the  thankful  acknowledgment  of  bis 

hoAk^  and  the  (brrowful  Tenfe  oF  his  trnbelief.    It  fhaH  itiffite^  lor  i 

conclufion  to  this  meditation,  Mly  to  note  them ;  and  they  are  tbefe : 

Fitfl^  That  the  deeped  fenfe  of  fin  muft  not  exclude  an  humble 

I  .  ittd'thankfel  acknowledgment  of  the  grace  of  Grod  in  bU.seople. 

0\  It  IS  the  fiiult  of  moft|  to  hide  their  fins  \  and  the  fiidLt  of  fb^Cj  to 

I     liids  tbefar^races. 

SeconJSjj  Acceptance  of  onr  perfotis  and  dtitiess  is  a.  pore  ^^A  of 

ff^ct  I  There  is  no  duty  perlbnnecl  in  a  pcrfeft  aift  of  faithi  a^  ^ 

{  nuxed  with  unbelief  m  feme  degreei  the  honey  and  the  comb  are 

mized  together.  Cant.  ii.  8*    No  duty  as  it  conies  from  jos  bjure* 

TKn*5»  Jdftty  may  we  fufpeft  that  faith  for  a  falfefaitfa^  which 

.    boafts  of  its  own  ftrcngth>  but  never  mouros  in  tbeiiaifeiS-ffi''C' 

«|\  liel.    Where  there  arc  no  confliAs  with  fin,  there.  xanJsjio  found 

evidence  of  fincerity; 

Fourthhf,  Believers  mod  not  wonder  to  find  ftrang^  vidffittides 
and  dterations  ki  the  ftate  of  then*  fouls  :  Sometimes  a  clear,  aod 
Ibmetimes  a  cloudy  day :  Sometimes  they  have  -their  (oqgs  in  the 
flights  and  femetimes  their  bittier  lamentations.  If  yo«  aAc,  why  is  it 
'  tlras?  the  anfwer  is,  there  are  within  you  contrary  prhitiples  ftru? 
gltng  in  your  fools ;  and  it  is  no  wonder  at  all  to  find  pe^e  aod  tfou- 
'b1e»  hope  and  fear»  light  suid  darkneis.  taking  their  turns,  aod  flianog 
your  ttkne  betwixt  them^ 


't^JIpfl  fK 


.     THE  EIGHTH 

MEDITATION, 

VpdD  Psalm  tL  8. 
/  4fl'ight  to  A  thj  ittill,  O  my  Godf  yga^  rij  lav  h  «t^/i  fnj 

g^ASTIHG  my  eye  upm  tl&  preiious  texe,  t  fiind  it  perpntted 
V^.  and  darkened  witli  variety,  yea,  contrariety  of  eiqttfitioos- 
The  Jewa  and  Socioians  generally  refer  all  to  Davkl>  denying  Chiik 
to  be  the  perfon  here  fjpoken  of.  Others  refer  the  whole*  Piahn  to 
Chrift;  but  the^beft  expefiiors  refer  it  partly  to  David,  and  partlj  to 
Chrift.  That  this  paragraph  in  which  ray  text  Bes,  refers  to  Chrifti « 
plain  firom  the  apoiUe's  all^tiMLof  it  in  Heb.  x.  5,  <^  7.    h  ^ 
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and  the  two  former  verfes  there  lie  three  gr^at  points  of  truth,  which 
joa  may  take  up  i^  this  order. 

Fir/f,  TRe  ipftrj^cicncy  and  i^jaEtidn'bf  al)  legal  latriflccs,  as-things' 
of  no-  virtue  in  themfelvcs  to'  fatisfj  God,  or  favc  men,  Ttr.  6,  Tiefi 
thou  woulde/i  mi ;  i.  e.  thoti  n^ver  cfi^ft  appoint  tfaent  to  be  the  means 
of  falvation,  ftrther  than  the^  fignified'and  pointed^  at  me,  and  now  . 
muft  vani(b  when  I  come  in*  a  body  of  flefli ;  according  to  that,  Coh 
S.  17. 

Secmdfyy  The  introdttftion  of  a  complete  and  fqiHcient  means  of 
redemption,  ycr.n.Lo^  I'cmf^.  » 

Thirdly i  The  fiiitablenefs  and  agrreabloaefi  of  th'is  work  of  redemp=- 
Cion  to  the  heart  and  will  of  Jcfus  Chri^  ycr.  8 .  «  !  delight  to  rfor 
thy  will,  O  my  God ;  yea,  thy  law  1$  witftin  my  heart  ;^  or,  as  it  is  in 
the  Hebrew,  iri^tbe  md/l*ofmy  bowels. 

In  the  words  we  arc  to  note  two  thing^,  viz,  ly?,  Tile"  rite  and 
fpriflg  of  maa's  redemption,  zdly^  The  acceptablenefs  and  (hitaBl»* 
ncfs  of  it  to  the  heart  of  Chrift. 

ijff,  The  rife  and  fi^^ft  fpring  of  nianV  redemption,  the  wiH  and  " 
plcafurc  of  God,  So  it  pleafcd  the  Lord  to  appoint  and  order  itj  f 
that  a  remnant  of  poor  loft  fihners  fliould  Be  faved.  J 

The  execution  and  accompli(bment  of  this  good  pleafiire  of  (3od^ 
was  that  part  which  1>y  agreement  and  conftnt  was  committed' to  th^ 
Son,  and  is  here  called  a  law,  or  comma;nd  laid  upon^him;  and,  anr- 
fwcrably,  the  death  of  Chri^  is  repreftmted.as  an  arf  qF  obedience; 
Phil.  ii.  $.  and  rtfpefted  Gbd*s  command  for  it;^  Johnx.  r8^.  ^Thi^ 
commandment  have  I  received  froqi  my  Father  5'  referring  to  the  co- 
venant of  redemption  which  was^  betwixt  them  from  everliflhig- : 
And  thij  was  the  rife  apd.  firft-  fpring  of  bur  redemption  by  Chrift. 

idlj^  You  have  here  the  gratefulnefs  and  fiiitablenefs  of  this  work 
to  the  heart  o|  Chrift,  I  delight  to  do  it ;  it  i^  in  my  heart :  Loi  t-amu 

The  Hebrew  word^  note  not  fimple  content  or  Willingners,but  the 
higheft  pleafure  and  complacency  that  can  be ;  a  work  which  ravifliei 
his  foul  with  the  delights  of  it,  I  delight  to  d9  thy  wilfi  and  that  other 
exprdHon,  Thy  laiif  is.  within  my  hearty  or  bowels,  hath  as  deep  a 
fenfe  and  fignification  as  the  former  \  it  nOtes  the  gf  eateft  care,  4bUH 
cltude,  and  mtentjon  of  mind,  in  keeping  the  moft  precious  treafiire 
that  was  committed  to  him  !  for  fo  the  phrafe  is  nfed  in  Prov.  iv.  21. 
and  fo  did  bur  Redeemer  cfteem  and  reckon  this  work,  which  was  by 
the  Father  demandated  and  committed  to  liifn.     Hence  the  note  is, ' 

Doft,  That  the  will  of  God  to  redeem  ftnners  By  the.  incarnation  and 
death  of  Jefus  Chrt/l,  ivos  mofl  grateful  andflecftng  to  the  very-heart 
of  Chrif. 

It  is  fald,  Proy.  vifi.  31.  Whqn  he  was*  fobciag  Kimfelf  in  the 
fwceteft  enjoyment  of  his  Father,  whilft  he  lay  in  that  bleffed  -bo* 
fom  of  delights,  yet  tlic  very  proflpeft  of  this  work  gave  him  pleafure, 
fken  were  ms  delights  loiii  the/ons  g/f*  men.  And  when  he  was  come 
iQto  the  world,  and  had  endured  mapy  abufes  and  iojurie^j.  and  was 
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eixn  now  come  to  the  moft  difficult  part  of  the  work  \  yetj  hm  am  I 
Jfrattrrud^  or  paiiied>  (faith  he)  iitf  itht  accompR/bedi  Luke  xii.  50. 
1  ivQ  thikigs  call  our  thqc^hts  to  ftay  upon  them  in  this  point . 
Firft^  The  decency  of  it,  why  it  ought  to  be  fo. 
Secondly t  The  reaibm  of  it,  whence  it  came  to  be  {o. 
Firfi^  Why  it  ought  to  be  a  fdeafaiU  and  grat^iil  thing  to  Chrid 
to  take  a  body  of  fldh,  and  lay  it  down  by  death  again  for  the  tu 
demption  of  finn^rs* 

I.  It  became  Cbrift  to  go  about  this  wpri;  with  cbeerfufaels  and 
delight,  that  thereby  l)c  nvght  give  his  death  the  natyre  and  format 
•  lity  of  a  facrificf. 

,  /  In  all  lacri Aces  Tpu  Ihall  find  d|at  God  hvi  ftUl  a  regfMr4»-a.  fpedal 
;  refpcft,  to  the' will  of  the  ofitrer.  Sec  £xod>  xxxv.  5.  2L.  jnd  Lev. 
I  »•  \^  the  voluntorinefi  aqd  cb^^t^nei^  wiLb  jiirbi^Lh  it  is'^ven^  b  of 
,'    great  regard  with  Goi 

/        2.  It  ought  to  be  fo,  in  regard  of  the  unity  of  Chrift's  will,  vntl\ 

the  £athcr's«    The  workof  our  redeipption  is  called  the  pleafure  of  tht 

Lordf  Ua.  liii.  iQ.7and*what  was  the  Father's  pleafure,  coui3  not  be 

dirplcafing  to  him  who  is  one  with  the  F?the|r.    tt  1$;  impoflQible  theif 

.  WlUs  can  daib,  whofe  nature  is  one. 

3.  This  was  nece£ary  to  magnify  and  commend  the  love  qf  Jcfui 
Q^  to  us,  for  whom  he  gave  himfelf.  That  hp  came  into  the.  world 
to  die  for  us^  is  a  mercy  of  the  firft  magnitude,  .bi|t  tb^tbe^saosf  in 
'.  >  love  to  onr  fouls,  and  underwent  all  his  fufiVrings  with  fiich  vuiliog* 
pcfs  ibr  our  fakcs^  this  heightens  it  above -all  apprehenfion.  O,  this 
is  the  moil  taking,  the  moft  raviihiog,  the  x^oft  aftoniihiog  confider- 
ation  of  all:  «  ne  loved  me,'  and  gave  himfelf  fox.  xnCt^-Gal^Jj^o. 
;  He  loved  us,  and  waflied  us  from  our  fins  in  his  Qwn  blopdj'  }tev.  i* 
5*    Here  love  is  in  its  higheft  exaltation* 

4*  It  was  neceflary  to  be  ip,  for  the  regulating  of  ^  our  obedience 

p>  God  according  to  this  pattern,  that  feeing  and  fettmg  this  great  ex? 

/ample  of  obedience  before  us,  we  might  never  grudge  iior  griimUe  at 

]  any. duty  pr  fuffering  that  God  ibould  call  ys  tp  :  '  You  biQW  the 

grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrlil^  how,  that  though  he  was  nch,  jet 

io|r  o]ar  fakes  he  became  poor,'  faith  the  apoQl^j  when  he  would  prefs 

the  Cprintbians  tp  their  duty,  2  Cor.  viii.  9.     And  when  h£ would 

cffc£iually  Ufge  .the  Phiiippians  to  their  doty,  this  k  the  argument, 

.  *  {^i  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  alfo  was  in  ChrTd  Jefus,^  PhiLii.  5> 

'    So  that  it  i^came  and  Udioved  Chrift  tbUs  to  undertake  this  great 

fervioe. 

6fcondfy,  Next  let  us  coofider  and  examine  whence  it  came  tobefo 
pleaf^t  and  acceptable  tp  Jefns  piriA,  to  come  into  the  world  and 

die  for  poor  iinners* 

And  we  fhall  £nd  although  thie  fuQefings  of  Chrift  were  exceeding 
fliarp,  and  the  cup^f  God'&  wrath  unfpeakabiy  bitter,  yet  tb^t  which 
injide  If  pleafant  and  defirable  to  Jefus  Chrift,  fras  the  prefpeA  be  bad 
pf  the  iwect  rdults  and  iftiies  bi  his  fu&erinpi  Ifa.  liii.  lOj  11.  <  He 
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fiiall  Tee  of  the  travail  of  hb  foul  and  (hall  be  fadsfied/  (i.  e. }  he  ihall 
have  great  content  and  pleafare  from  the  ifiues  and  fruits  of  his  iuf- 
feriogs^  as  PfaL  cxxviir.  %.  <  Thou  (halt  eat  the  labour  of  thy  hands/ 
(i.  e.)  the  fruit  oi  thy  labours,  bo  here,  ^  He  fliell  fee  the  travail 
of  his  foul/  (i.  e.)  the  fruit  and  effcdls  of  his  travail  5  and  to  lee  this 
Ihal]  be  -:to  him  the  reward  and  recompence  of  all  his  fufferiiigs. 
Now,  among  the  fwecf:  rcfults  of  the  fuffertngs  of  Chrift  there  arc 
efpeciaUy  thefe  three,  which  he  forefaw  with  finguUr  content  and  de« 
kftation,  •  '      :  •; 

i^i/^,. That  in  his  fuObdngs  there  would  be  made  a  glorious  difj^y. 
an(l  manifedatiop  of  the  divine  attributes  }  yea,  fuch  a  glorious  dfplay 
of  them>  as  was  jiever.  made  befi^re  to  angels  or  to  men|  nor  eve<^ 
ihall  be  any  more  in  tliis  world.     For  though, 

1.  The  wifdom  of  God  had  made  itfelf  vifible  to  men  in  the  crea-» 
tion  of  the  world,  yet  there  it  (hone  but  in  a  faint  and  )angui(bing 
beam,  compared  with  this.  Here  divine  wifdom  put  itfelf  as  it  were 
into  a  vifible.  form^  and  repreiented  itfelf  io  the  life.  See  .?  Cor.  i. 
24.  and  Egh.  ili.  10.  Behold,  in  the  death  of  Chrift,  the  wifdom 
of  5od  in  its  higheft  exaltation  and  glory :  Oj^hc  manifold  wifdom  of 
GodTjOtlie  depth  of  bis  unfcarchablc  wifdom  !  which  I  touched  in 
iome  particulars  before. 

Behold  here  the. wifdom  of  God,  railing  more  glory  to  himfelf  by 
pccafion  of  .the  breach  of  the  law,  than  could  ever  have  rifen  to  him 
from  the  mod  punfluat  obfervaticn  of  its  commands,  or  the  moft  ri- 
gorous execution  of  its  threatenings ;  firom  the  occafloh  of  the  falls 
•which  was  our  undoing,  r^uQng  us  to  a  far  better  eftate,  and  with  a 
much  better  iecurity  to  enjoy  it,  than  that  firom  which  we  fell.  Yea« 
behold  aq4  wonder,  God  by  the  death  of  Chrift  recovering  his  eleA 
from  all  the  danger  and  mifchief  of  fin,  and  yet  making  the  way  and 
manner  of  their  recovery  the  faireft  glals  to  reprelent  the  horror  and 
eyil^rf^  fio  to.  them^  th^t  ever  was  ihewn  them  in  this  world.  Oh^ 
the  triumph  of  divine  wiidom. 

2.  Thoogh  the  love  oi  God  had  appeared  before  in  our  ereati<Mi» 
prote^jtion,  ;md  provifion,  yet  nothing  to  what  It  doth  in  our  redemp- 
tion by  the  death  of  Chrift.  Lo,  here  is  the  love  of  God  in  its 
ftrength  and  glory,  i  John  iv.  10.  «  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  lo- 
ved God^  but  that  he  loved  us,,  and  fent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitia- 
tion for  our  fins.*  Herein  is  love,  i.  e.  Here  is  the  iiigheft  ezpref- 
fion  of  God's  l9ve  to  the  creature ;  no(  only  that  ever  was,  but  that 
ever  can  be  made;  for  in  love  only  God  aded.to  the  uttermoft; 
whatever  his  power  hath  done,  it  can  do  /nore*;  but  for  his  love,  it 
can  go*no  higher^  he  hath  no  greater  thing  to  give  than  his  Chrift;  It 
is  tro^  in  giving  us  a  being,  and  that  in  the  nobleft  rank  and  order  of 
creatures  on  earthy  hcrctrr  was  love;     In  feeding  us  all,  our  lifelong  ' 

•  by  his^ajjxduqus  tender  providence,  fa^reitris  love.     In  protedtng  us  ,^ 
under  his^  wings  froni  innumerabte  dai^ers  sind  nufchieft^  herem  is 
iPVf  r^ucfa  love ;  and  ^t  fet-all  this  by  his  redceming.love  is  Chriftj 
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^fidit  fe^ms  i»Qtliing«  When  wc  haye  faid  ^,  ^  hereio  b  the  lore 
c^  'Godt.  that  he  fcnt  his  Son^*  &c.  This  was  frccTovc  to  undeferr- 
ip^  t6  ttl-^dcftfving  Qnners :  preventing  love  %  not  that  wc  loved  him« 
I^M^t  tl^at  he  loved  us.  Juft  as  an  image  in  the  glafti  fahh  Factnus^ 
that  is  imprinted  there  by.  the  facc'IooMng  into  it ;  the  image  does  not 
look  back  upon  the  face,  except  the  face  look  forward  upon  the  im^ge  ; 
^ad  in  that  the  image  does  feeoi  to  fee  the  ftce,  it  is  nothing  dfe  but 
fhat  the  face  doer  Tee  the  image.  0  the  ipexpreffible  glory  of  the 
loveof  GbdhiChriftr 

3«  Though,  God  had  fi^ven  feveral  fad  iparkt  of  bi|  juftke  before, 
^th  upon  the  angels  that  fell»  clapping  n{M)n  them  the  chains  of 
darknefs ;  ill  the  overthrew  of  Sodom  and  the  neighbouring  cities^ 
turning  them  to  aflieSj  as  you  may  read  hi  Jnde,  vcr.  6,  7.  yet  never 
was  the  exaftuefs  and  fcvcrity  of  jufticc  fo  manifefted  bcfrw,  nor  ever 
^all  be  any  more,  a$  it  was  at  the  dtath  of  ChHd.  Chrift  did  not 
anly  (atisfy  it  fully,  bur  he  aUb  honoured  it  highly,  making  that  attri-« 
bute  which  was  once  a  bar,  now  to  be  a  bottom  of  our  peace,  Rom. 
lit.  25.  Never  did  fqch  a  perfon  as  Chrift  Aand  at  the  bac  of  jufticq 
before  :  th^  blood  of  God  was  poured  out  to  appeafe  and  f^tisfj  it. 
When  Chri^  fuflfered,  he  did  both  give  and  take  iatisfa£tion  ^  he  gave 
it  to  the  juftice  of  God  in  dying  5  be  took  it,  m  feeing  ^uftice  fo  lio- 
HQured  In  his  death. 

Secondly,  Another  delightful  profpeft  Cbrift  bad  of  the  fruU  of  his 
fbfl%rings,  was  the  recovery  and  falvation  of  all  the  eleft  by  his  death  ; 
and  though  his  fuffcrings  were  exceeding  bitter,  yet  fticti  ihiit  of 
them  a$  this  was  exceeding  fweet:  upon  this  account  he  afliimed 
his  name  Jefus,  Matth.  i.  ai.  yea,  and  his  liuman  nature  alib^  Qal.  iv. 

4,  c.  Souls  are  of  great  value  in  bis  iyes ;  one  foul  is  of  more  worth 
in  nis  account  than  all  thie  world,  Mark  yiii.  36.'  What  ^  pleafurc 
Then  muft  it  l^e  to  him>  to  f^ve  fo  many  ibuls  from  the  everlafling 
wrath  of  the  great  and  terrible  God !  Add  to  this, 

•  Titrd/y,  The  glory  which  would'  redound  to  him  from  his  redeeg>* 
cd  ones  to  all  eternity  ^  for  it  will  be  the  everhfting  pleafant  employ-* 
mcnt  of  the  faints  ip  heaven,  to  be  afcribing  glory,  praije,  and  honour, 
to  the  Redeemer  ;  <<  To  him  that  loyed  us^  ^nd  waQied  us  from  our 
,  fins  itt  his  own  bloody  :;nd  hath  made  us  kings  and  priefi^  to  Cod  an  J 
•    Bis  Father;  to  hioibe  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever,"  Rev.  I, 

5,  6.    The  improvement  of  all  this  wijl  be  in  a  word  ok  twQ. 

Ufi  ufir  pofwiffwfh 

Ti^s  triuh  then,  in  the  firft  glace,  may  convixKC,  fliamc.and  hum<^ 
.   ble  tt}e  very  beft  of  Chriftiansi  who  ijnd  fo  little  delicibit  in  the  moil 

tafy,  fweet,  a^  fpiritual  duties  of  obedience,  when.  Cbrift  und^stook 
'  and  .w^^t  through  the  ipoft  difficult  taft  for  them  with  fucl^  qbkcj/ul- 
.'  ^irfs  and  readi^i^fe.     «« Lp,  I  cpmci  thy  law  i^  in  my  hqirt,.  I  delight  to 

4q  t^y  wiH  y|*  aodyet  the  wock  l;^e  ib  applied  hlmlelf  tQj  was  a  wcrH 
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full  o(^UBcdt7f  tttendttd  trith  reproach  ^M  Iham^  n  ttrell  ^  aAgultt 
aodpain. 

Did  Cbrift  find  plelflire  in  ^bafement  dnd  tdrmeA^  In  ftift^iti|  vttii 
d jiAglorlal^ei  and  am  I  find  ho  ipittfxxrt  in  pr^yitigt  hearibg, hiealtau 
ing,  and  enjoying  th<fefw«et  duties  al  commnnion  with  hin\  f  pid  h^ 
come  fo  cheerfully  to  die  far  the,  and  do  I  go  fo  dead-heknedly  to' 
prayer^  Mid  fecraments,  to  enjoy  feilowflkip  #ith  him  f  Was  it  a  plea- 
iure  to  bitn  t6  (ted  his  faidod,  and  b  it  none  to  me  to  apply  it^  and 
reap  the  benc&ts  of  it  ?  Ob,  Lord^  what  an  heart  have  1  f  ri6^  un« 
fixitable  is  this  frame  of  heart  to  the  nature  of  Cod,  whole  effential  cx« 
cenen<;ics  make  bim  the  fupreme  delight,  the  fweet  repore>  folace^  and 
reft  of  fouls!  Ffal.xvi.  ii. 

How  nnfuitable  to  the  principles  of  regeneration  and  hofinefii^pm> 
pofely  pkmted  in  the  fbulj  to  malce  fpiritual  performances  a  pleaiure 
toiti 

How  unfiiitabk  to  the  future  expelled  ftate  of  glory,  which  brings 
the  fanOified  foul  to  a  fweet  complacential  reft  and  fatisfafkion  ia 
God !  In  a  ward,  how  unfuitable  is  this  temper  of  fpirit  to  the  heart 
of  Jefus  Chrift  [  O,  methinks  I  hear  Cbrifl  thus  expoftulating  with 
me  this  day: 

Is  this  thy  zeal  and  delight  in  the  duties  of  obedience  ?   Is  it  rather   \  . 
the  awe  of  confcience  than  the  pleafure  of  commnnion  that  brings  thee  7> 
to  this  duty  ?  Doth  thy  hard  heart  need  fo  many  argaments  to  {xer«  \ 
fnadeit,  even  to  the  fweeteft,  eafieft,  and  muft  ^eafwt  dmies  inre-^' 
ligion?  "Well,  I  did  not  loVe  thee  at  that  rate  *,  my  heart  readily  echo- 
ed to  the  Father's  call,  to  die  f dr  thee,  to  drink  the  very  dregs  of  the 
cup  of  trembling  for  tbee.  «  I  come,  I  come>  I  delight  to  do  cby  wil^ 
thy  law  is  in  the  midft  of  my  bowels.'^ 

If  it  be  fb,  hotr  great  a  motive  have  the  people  of  God  befinre  them, 
to  make  them  apply  themfelves  with  all  cheerfulneis  and  readineis  of 
mmd  to  all  the  duties  of  active  and  paj£ve  obedience  I  O^  let  thera  bt 
tio  more  grumblings,  lazy  excuies,  fhiftings  of  duty,  or  dead-hearted 
and  liftlds  jperformances  of  them,  after  fuch  an  example  as  this.  Be 
I  ready  to  do  the  will  of  God  ;  yea,  be  ye  alfo  ready  to  fu£^r  it.  1^ 
the  fame  mind  be  in  yoo,  which  alfo  was  in  Chrid  Jefus.  The  fttore 
pleafure  and  delight  you  find  in  doing  or  fuffering  the  will  of  God^ 
the  more  of  Chxift's  fpirit  is  in  you^  and  the  more  of  his  image  is  up- 
on you.  Are  not  all  holy  duties  exprefled  in  (cfiptjurc  by  the  faints 
diking  with  God  ?  Gen.  xvii^  i*  And  is  not  this  an  angefical  life  ? 
Can  it  be  a  burden  to  the  ear  to  bear  fweet  ratiihiiig  fteuos  of  mekv 
^y ;  <tf  to  the  eye,  to  behold  variety  of  pka£mt  and  Hvely  colovrsi 
ot  to  the  palate,  to  relilh  the  delicious  fweetpels  of  meats  .a^ilrinks  t 
Oh,  reader,  were  thy  heart  more  fjpiritual,  nuxre  deeply  f^Aified^ 
^d  heavenly,  it  would  be  no  more  pain  to  thee  to  pray,  hear,  or  . 
oieJitate  on  the  things  of  God,  than  it  is  to  a  bird  to  carry  and  ufe  hi% 
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own  wiDgs  I  or  to  a  man,  to  eat  the  moft  pleafant  feoci  when  he  k  afl 
hungry;  ''  I  have  rejoiced  (faith  David^  in  the  way  of  thycommaiMl** 
tnents,  as  much  as  in  all  riches."  Plal.  cxn.  14. 

And  as  to  fuCFerings  for  Chrift,  they  (bouki  not  be  grievoud  to 
Chriftians,  that  know  how  Chri(|  came  from  the  bofom  of  the  Father 
to  die  for  them.  What  have  we  to  leave  or  lofe,  in  comparifon 
with  him  i  What  arc  our  fufferings  to  Chrilfs  i  Alas,  there  is  no 
compare ;  there  was  more  bittcrneu  in  one  drop  of  his  fufferings^  thalk 
in  a  (ea  of  ours. 

To  condud^,  Tour  delight  and  readioefs  in  the  paths  of  obedience^ 
j/^\s  the^tery  meafurc^oTyour  fanflafication* 


THE    NINTH 

MEDITATION, 

Upoo  ZfiCH.  xii.  part  of  ver.  10. 

Ani  ihijjball  lodh  upon  me,  Kvhqm  ihej  have  plcrcid:  and  they  JbaS 
mourn  for  bim^  as  one  moumetb  for  his  cruj  fons  .  and  ft>ah  \e  in 
Ktiernefs  fir  htm,  as^  oHe  that  u  tn  hititrnejs  for  his  fird'^hmnu 

THIS  promife  is  tonfefled  to  have  a  (pecial  refpeft  to  the  Jews 
coBverfion  to  Chrift :  It  was  in  pait  accompliihed  in  the  apoA 
ties  days,  A£b  ii.  37.  yet  that  was.bQt  a  ipecimen  or  handfel>  of  what 
Ihali  be,  when  the  body  of  that  nation  fliall  be  called. 

But  yet  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  all  Chriftians  find  the  fame  piercdng 
farrows,  and  wounding  fenfe  of  fin,  when  God  awakens  theo^  by  coo- 
VkEtions,  and  brings  them  to  fee  the  evil  of  fin,  and  the  grace  of^hrift^ 
that  is  here  exprdoed  concerning  them  at  their  converfion. 

The  words  prefent  us  with  three  Very  remarkable  particulars  in  e* 
VangeKcal  repentance ;  viz. 

JRrtf,  The  fpring  and  principle  of  it. 
•    Secondly^  The  eflefts  and  fruits  of  if. 

Thirdly^  The  depth  and  meafiife  of  it. 

Ffrfii  The  fpring  and  principle  of  repentance,  elprefled  in  theft 
#ords,  TheyJbaH  look  upon  mey  whotH  they  have  pierced.  This  looking 
Upon  Chrift,  is  an  adt  of  faith ;  forfo  it  is  dAribed  in  fcripture,  John 
Vi.  40.  Ifa.  xlv.  22.  and  itrcfpcfts  Chrift  crucified,  as  its  proper  ob- 
Jcft :  Tea,  and  that  by  them,  not  only  as  their  progenitors  involved 
them  in  that  guilt,  by  entailing  it  on  them,  but  as  their  own  fins  wcr» 
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the  meritorious  caufe  6t)m  death  TOiifttfferings';  fhfyfitdl  hok  upon  Htei 
%)hm  ilm  bitDifiened., 

Secondly.  The  tffeCU  and  fralts  of  fuch  an  afpeft  of  faith  vponf 
Chrifti  is  here  aUb  noted ;  Tbejjball  mourn  and  he  in  Kttemefs :  i.  e» 
It  (haO  mek  and  thaw  theai  intc^godly  (brrovr ;  it  iball  break  their 
hard  and  ftony  hearts  in  pieces  :  'Die  eye  of  faith  ihall  affect  their 
hearts.'  For  nideed|  evangelical  forroWs  are  hearty  and  undiflembled 
tears,  droppng  out  of  the  eye  pf  faith. 

Thirdly t  and  la/llyf  The  depth  and  AeaTore  of  their  lorroir  is  here 
likewife  noted.  And  it  is  compared  with  the  greateft  and  moft  pierc- 
ing (brrows  men  are  acquainted  With  in  this  worldi  even  the  forrow 
of  a  tender-hearted  Father,  mourning  over  a  dead  fon,  yea,  m  only 
fon,  and  his  lirft*bom ;  than  which>  no  earthly  ibrrow  is  more  pene« 
tratiog  and  (harp ;  Jer.  vi.  26.  Hence  the  note  will:  be, 
^Dodt  72a^  f^J^^f^ff^  ffChr0  are  exceedingly  pwe^fitl,  tctm^^ie^ 
lievers  hearts  into  godly  firrtnu. 

The  eye  of  faith  is  a  precibus  eye;  and  a<^ordhtg  to  its  various  a& 
peds  upon  Chriftj  it  prodiKeth  various  tffeAs  upon  the  hearts  of  meir. 
Eying  G&rift  as  otu*  complete  righteoufnefs ;  fa  ;it  pacifies  antt 
quiets  the  heart :  Eying  him  as  our  pattern;  ib  4t  direiEls  and  re* 
gutates-ouraAIons!  Eying  falm  as  afacriBce  ofiVred  up  to  divine  ju& 
tice  for  our  fin ;  fo  it  powerfully  thaws  the  heart,  and  melts  the*«9«o» 
tions.    ' .    '      > 

By  meltings,  I  do  not  only  umlcrftand  tears ;  as  if  they  pnly  wer« 
expreffive  ofall  fpiritual  ibrrow :  For  it  is.  poffibk^  the  waters  of  foff 
ro«r  nujinnr  deep  in  the  heart,  when  the  eye  cannot  yield  a  drop»    * 

There  Be  two  things  in  repentance  5  trouble  and  tears.  The  firft 
is  ellehtial,  the  kft  <Jontingenr.  The  firft  flpws  from  the  infiuence  of 
faith  upon  'the  Tduli  the  laft  much  depex»ls  upon  the  ttemper  tuid 
conSitutio/i  o^the  body.  It  is  a  mercy,  when  pur  teap  can  floty  iij^nt' 
a  heart  filled  with  Ibnow  for  iiny  and  love  to  ChrUt  \  jtX%\  often  ralb 
oat,  tfat  there  is  an  heavy  heart,  where  the  eyes  are  dj^y.  But  that 
there  n  efficacy  in  faith  to  melt  the  heart,  by  looking  upon  the  fufier^ 
ings  of 'Chrift  for  fin,  is  undoubted;  And  how  it  becomes  fc^^^powerftdi 
an  infhniment  to  this  end,  I  will  ihew  jou  in  the  following  particu* 
lars. 

Firjl^  Faith  eyes  the  dignity  of  the  perTon  of  Chrift,  who  was 
pierced  for  us ;  how  excellent  and  glorioiis  a  perfon  he  is.In  the  cap^ 
tivity,  it  was  for  a  lamentation,  that«  princes  were  hanged  up  by  the 
hands,  and  the  faces  of  elders  were  not  honoured,''  Lam.  v.  12.  Wc 
read  aMb  thelamentaetion  of  David,  2  Sam.  ili.  38.  as  he  ftSlpwed  Ab« 
perVhearfe;  "  A  prince,  and  a  great  man,  is  fallen  in  Ifireel  to-day.^ 

But  what  was  Abner,  and  what  were  the  princes  of  Ifracl  to  the 
Son  of  God  I  Lo,  here,  by  faith,  the  believed  fees  the  Prince  of  the 
kings  of  the  earth,  the  only  begotten  Of, the  Father,  equal  to  God,ia 
nature  and  dignity,  He,  wbo/n  all  the  smgels  worlhipi  hanging  dead 
.'   Vot.  VI.  3  K. 
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upon  the  cuifed  tree.  Faith  fees  royal  blood,  the  blood  of  Cod 
poured  out  by  the'fword  of  jufHcc,  forfatisfaftioa  aiid  reconciliatioa** 
and  this  cannot  but  deeply  afie£t  the  befie^mg  foul. 

SecQftdlff  Faith  reprefeota  the  it^mtf  of  divme  jnftice  to  JeTos 
Chriftj  and  the  extremity  of  his  fufitrings ;  and  thb  fight  ts^a  melting 
fight. 

The  apoftle  tells  us,  GaL  iii.  13.  he  W2S  made  aa^k^  a  curfe  and 
execration  for  us.  It  relates  to  the  kind  and  manner  of  his  death  up* 
on  the  croft,  which  was  the  death  ofsL  flave  ;  JennU  fupplkium :  A 
freeman  was  privileged  from  that  puniihment.  It  looks  upon,  and 
well  coniiders  the  fad  plight  and  condition  Chrift  was-  in,  in  the  davs 
of  his  humiliation  for  us.  It  is  faid  of  him,  ;Matth.  xxvi.  aft.  He 
yr9s  IlfMyvTof,  undiguaqui  trifiUf  furrounded  with  griefs ;  exa&ly  ao- 
fwerable  to  his  name,  Ifa.  liii.  3.  a  ma  ft  ^fjirr^tus.  Let  him  look 
which  way  he  would,  outward  or  inward,  upward  or  downw.ard,  to 
friends  or  enemies ;  he  could  behold  nothing  but  ibrrow,  and  what 
might  increafe  his  mifery.  Another  ivangeliff  faith,  he  was  fin  0- 
masu^j  Mark  xiv.  33.  £xd«/ui/3Mr«M>:  It  notes  fuch  a  conftemaiion,  as 
makes  the  hair  of  the  head  (land  upright ;  Horripilath.  A  third  telb 
IIS,  hU  Jiul  was  troubUd^  John  xii«  27.  ^^vl^l^H^Aoi^9^*kh  utide  tar^ 
torus ^  a  word  from  whence  hell  is  derived ;  and  denoting  the  anguidi 
md  troubles  of  them  that  are  in  that  plaqe  of  torment-- 

And  the  fourth  tells  us,  he  was  in  an  agony ;  Luke  zxiii.  44.  allei« 
prefliog,  19  feveral  emphatical  notions  and  metaphors,  the  extremity 
tai  Chrift^s  anguilh  and  torment.  This  cannot  but  greatly  affcA  and 
break  the  believer's  heart. 

'thirdly.  But  then  that  which  mo(l  a&e^s  the  beartj  is  Chrift'snn- 
-der^oing  all  this,  not  only  in  love  to  u^,.  but  in  our  room  and  ftead. 
Hefufiered  not  for  any  evil  he  had  done^  for  there  was  no.  guile.fbupd 
in  his  mouth,  Ifa.  liii.  4,  5.  &it  the  juft  fuSered  for  the  unjuft, 
>  Fet»iii.  1 8.  It  was  for  me,  a  vile,  wretched,  worthlefs  jlnner*  ^ 
was  my  pride^  my  earthlinefs,  the  hardnefs  of  my  heart,  thej^orrup- 
'ifion  of  my  nature,  the  jinaomcrable  cyUs  o£  my.  Iife9..thitf  ^j^sought 
jb;m  down  to  the.duft  of  death :  <  li^  ,was.m;»de,finfQr  us,.  whaJmcv 
no  fin,'  a  Cor.  v.  21, 

Who  can  believingly  eye  Chrift,  asfuffering  fuch  pains,  fuch  wratb, 
fuch  a  curfe,  in  the  room  of  fuch  a  finner,.  fuch  a  rebel,  fb  unde- 
ierying,  and  fo.  ill-defcrving  a  creature,  and  4iot  mourn  as  fior  an  ooly 
fon,  and  be  in  bitternefs  as  for  a  firftobom  ? 

Fourthly,  Faith  cnelts  the  heart,  by  confiderii%  the  efieAs  andfroits 
of  the  fuieritigs  of  Chrift,  what  great  things  he  hath  purchafed  bj 
hb  iiripes  and  mood  for  poor  iinners;  a  full  and  final  pardon  of  fiiH 
a  well-fettled  peace  with  Cjod,  a  fure  title  and  right  to  the  eternal 
inheritance ;  and  all  this  for  thee,  a  law«^ndemned,  a  felf<ondem- 
ned  finner.  .  Lord,  what  am  I,  that  fuch  mercies  as  thele  Ihould  be 
purchafed  by  fuch  a  price  for  me  ?  For  me>  when  thoulands  and  tea 
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ihoiifands  of  fwcetcr  diJpofittotM  mtift  barn  in  htil  for  ever  1  Oh,' 
what  manner  of  love  is  this! 

JP^Mff  Faith  ftieks  the  hearti  by  exerting  a  threefold  aA  upon 
Chrift  crucified : 

\fi,  A  realizing  aA,  reprefenting  all  this  in  the  greateft  certainty 
and  evidence  that  can  bUk  Theie  are  no  devifed  fiible$i.but  the  fare 
and  infallible  reports  of  the  gorpel. 

2Jlff  An  s^plyihg  a£t ;  <  tic  loved  me»  and  gave  faimfelf  for  me,* 
GaL  iij.  20.  <  He  loved  us,  andwa&ed  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own 
HooaTTtcv.  i.  5.  ■  "" 

^3^1ihd  iafiht  By  an  inferring  or  realbning  aft.  If  phrift  died  for 
xne,  then  I  (ball  never  die :  If  his  blood  were  paid  down  for  mci  then 
tsfim,  wHich  are  many»  are  forgiven  me :  If  he  was  condemned  ia 
my  room,  I  am  acquitted,  did  fhall  be  faved  from  wrath,  to  €ome> 
throi^ltluml  O  how  weighty  do  theie  thoughts  prove  to  bc^ 
iievifiiJoulsl 

I.  lift i  for  information • 

Then  fure  there  is  hit  little  faith^  hecaufe  there  is  fo  much  ieadnefs  and 
unaffeBeinefi  among  profeffbrs.     A  believing  fight  of  Chrift  will  work  - 
upon  a  gracious  heart,  as  a  dead  fon,  a  beloved  and  only  fon,  ufes  to 
do  upon  a  tender  father^s  heart. 

Reader,  was  it  ever  thy  fad  lot  to  look  upon  fuch  an  heart-rending 
object  ?  Didft  thou  ever  feel  the  pangs  and  commotions  in  thy  bowels 
that  fome  have  felt  upon  fuch  a  fight  i  Why,  fo  will  thy  heart  work 
towards  Chrift,  if  ever  thou  believingty  lookeft  on  him  whom  thou 
haft  pierced. 

Infer.  2.  Then  the  oBing  and  ixercjfin^  offmth  is  the  lefi  expedient  to 
get  a  tender  hmi^  and  ratfe  the  dead  offeBtons, 

We  are  generally  full  of  com'plaints,  how  hard,  how  dead  and  ftu-  , 
pid  our  hearts  are  \  we  are  often  puttincfudi  cafes  as  thefe,  how  (hall 
I  get  aBfok'en  heart  for  fin :  How  (ball  I  raife  mv  dead  heart  in  do- 
ty ?  Why~tKs  is  the  way,  no  expedient  in  all  the  world  like  this; 
loot  upon  Elm  whom  thou  haft  pierced  \  it  is  the  melting  argu- 
ment. ~"  '  »         . 

a.  Ufe^  of  examination. 

But  that  which  J  efpecially  aim  at  in  this  point,  is  for  the  trial  and 
exaxnixiation  ortby  heart,  reader,  in  the  point  of  true  evangelical  re- 
pentance^  which  is  thy  proper  bufinefs  at  this  time  j  and  I  will  go  no 
further  than  the  text  for  rules  to  examine  and  try  it  by. 

^ule  z.  All  evangelical  repentance  bath  a  fupernatural  fprin^,  <  I 
will  ppur  out  the  Spirit  of  grace,  and  they  (hall  mourn.''  Till  the 
Spirit  be  poured  out  uppn  us,  it  js  a^  eafy  to  prefs  water  out  of  a  rock, 
^  to  make  oar  hearts  relent  and  mcurn.    There  are  indeed  natural 
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iiiehii^»  the  eficAs  of  an  ingenuous  tempe r,  but  thefe  differ  in  klaJ 
and  nature  from  godly  forrow. 

Rult  2    Godly  forrows  )aj-e  real,  fincere^  and  un^liflembled  ;  they 

<  fhall  moum>  as  for  an  only  Ton/ 

.  Parents  need  not  any  n^itural  helps  to  draw  tears  on  fuch  accourts ; 
0 1  their  very  heara  are  pierced^  they  coulj^  even  die  with  them ; 
fighs,  groansi  and  tears^  arc  not  hanged  put  as  falfe  figiis  of  what  is 
aot  to  be  found  in  their  hearts 

RuU  3.  Evangelical  forrow  is  very  deep}  fo  much  the  motiming 
for  an  only  fon,  a  firft>bom,  muft  import.  Thefe  waters,  how  Oill 
ibever  they  be»  run  deep,  very  deep,  in  the  bottom  channel  of  the 
l!bul      See  A(X&  ii.  37.     Tley  were  cut  to  the  heart 

Rule  4.  Y  Jth  is  the  infiryment  employed  in  breaking  the  heart  \ 

<  they  (hall  look^  and  mourn.'  This  is  the  burning-glafs  that  c(mtra& 
ihcbieamSf  and  fires  the  affections. 

Rule  5.  Laftly>  The  wrong  fin  hath  done  to  God,  and  the  fuffer- 
ings  it  hath  brought  Chrift  under,  are  the  piercing  and  heart-wound- 
ing confiderations :  <  Tbey  (hall  look  upon  me,  whom  they  have 
^pierced,  and  mourn.'  The  piercing  of  Chrift  by  our  fin^  is  that  which 
.^    muA  pierce  thy  foul  with  forrow. 


THE    TENTH 

MEDITATION, 

Upon  John  vxl  55. 
Cr^  For  myfejb  u  meat  indeed^  and  my  ilodd  is  drint  indeed. 

TN  the  conteit  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  makes  a  moft  ipiritual  and  a* 
'  X  Calient  difcourfc  to  the  Jews,  about  the  nature  and  nccc&tjd 
faith  in  him  ;  takirg  the  occafion  thereof  from  the  bread,  whkh  a  lit*' 
tie  before  he  bad  fo  miraculcufly  multiplied  and  fed  them  wTth :  nif* 
ing  up  their  minds  to  more  fubllme  and  spiritual  things,  and  Ictrirg 
them  know  th^t  bread/ how  fweet  foever  it  was^  was  but  a  ftadowrf 
^^^^  '"finitely  more  fweet  and  neceffary. 

Thele  words  are  a  propofition,  in  which  are  thefe  three  things  ot 
'  lervable: 

Fir/f,  The  fubjeft ;  my  flelh  and  my  blood. 
Secondly,  The  predicate  j  it  is  meat  and  drlnL 
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Thirdly f  The.maoner  of  predication  ^  it  is  meat  bdeedi  aad  drink 

indeed. 

Fs^i  The  fubjeA;  my  fiefh  and  my  blood,  \  e.  my  humanity  ( this 
is  m^  and  atini,^  true  fpiritual  food.  If  it  be  demanded,  why  he 
had  not  iaid,  I  am  meat  and  drink  indeed  ;  but  rather  chufes  to  fay^ 
my  flefli  and  blood  is  fo  ?  The  reafon  is  evident,  faith  learned  Cs^ 
mero  ;  becanfe  if  you  take  away  flelh  and  blood  from  Chrift,  he  can* 
not  be  food  or  life  to  us :  for,  in  orddr  to  his  being  (b,  he  muft  fatisfy 
God  for  us,  and  obtain  the  remifficnof  our  fins  *,  but  without  (hcd« 
ding  of  blood  there  is  nO  remiilicn.  Noiv,  forafmuch  as  by  the  o£» 
fering  up  of  his  body,  and  |bedding  of  his  bloody  he  hath  obtained 
pardon  and  life  for  us ;  therefore  his  flefli  and  his  blood,  is  called  our 
meat  and  our  drink,  that  by  which  our  fouls  live.  Which  bringi  us 
to  the  fecond  thing : 

Secondly^  The  predicate  \  it  is  meat  and  drink :  i.  c  It  is  to  our 
Xcnlsof  the  fame  ufe  and  neceifity,  that  meat  and  drink  are  to  our 
natural  life,  which  cannot  be  iuftainedj  or  continued  without  them. 

The  life  of  our  fouls  as  neceflarily  depends  upon  the  flefli  wui 
blood  of  Chrift,  as  our  natural  life  doth  upon  meat  anddrinki  Yet  I 
beware  Vf  a  miflake  here  :  the  flefli  and  blood,  or  the  humanity  of  Q 
ChrSSr^s  not  the  fbuntain  of  our  fpiritual  life,  bu^  the  channel  rather  I 
through  which  it  flows  to  us  from  his  divinity.  By  reafon  of  Eis  iiv-  ' 
carnation  and  death,  ^righteoufncfs  and  life  came  tons/ 

thirdly i  The  manner  of  predication  is  very  emphatical  |  it  is  <  meat 
Indeed,  and  drink  indeed.*    Which  notes  two  things : 

Firfiy  Reality t  in  oppofition  to  all  legal  fliadows  and  types. 

Secondly^  Tranfcendent  excellency^  far  ftirpafling  all  other  food,  eren 
manna  itlelf,  which,  for  its  excellency,  is  (liled  angels  food.  *  My  flefli 
IS  meat  indeed,'  i.  e.  true,  fubftantial,  and  real  food  to  fools^  and 
^oice>  excellent,  and  incomparable  food.    Hence  obferve, 

Doft.  That  what  meat  and  drink  is  to  our  bodies ^  that,  and  much  more 
than  thaty  thejlejb  and  blood  ofChnft  is  to  believing  fouls. 

Two  things  reqiure  explication  in  this  point.  Firjl^  Wherein  the 
refemblance,  of  agreement  lies,  betwixt  the  flefli  and  blood  of  Chrif^ 
and  meat  and  drink  ?  Secondly^  Wherein  the  former  tranfcends  and 
excels  the  latter  i 

!•  9jf^*  Wherein  lies  the  refemblance  and  agreement  between 
the  fiefli  and  blood  of  Chrift,  and  material  meat  and  drink  i 

Sal.  The  agreement  is  manifeft  in  the  following  particulars* 
'  Ffrfi,  Meat  and  drink  is  neceflary  to  fupport  natural  life  ^  we  cao* 
not  live  without  it.  UpOn  this  account,  bread  is  called  the  ftaffand 
ftay  ;  i.  e.  the  fupport  of  the  natural  ipirits,  which  do  as  much  lean 
and  depend  upon  it,  as  a  feeble  man  doth  upon  his  (kzffy  Ifa.  iii.  i. 
But  yet  how  neceflary  foever  it  be,  the  flefli  and  blood  of  Chrift  19 
more  indlfpenfibly  neceflary  for  the  life  of  our  fouls  i  John  vL  53. 
<  Except  ye  eat  the  flefli  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  drink  his  bloodj  ye 
have  no  life  in  jon*  Our  foub  have  niore  abfolute  need  of  peace  and 
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{Mrdon  hf  Chrift,  than  our  bddies  have  oF  meat'anj  drink*  BcU» 
our  bodies  were  ftanred  and  famiibed»  than  oi)r  ibuk  damned  and 
loft  for  ever. 

Secondly^  Meat  and  drink  arc  ever  moft  fwect  anddefirable,to  thofe 

that  arc  hungry  and  thirfty.     It  is  hunger  and  thirft,  that  gives  value 

»d  eflimation  to  meat  and  drink  \  Prov;  xxvii,  7.  *  To  the  hungry 

fool,  every  bitter  thing  is  fwcet ;'  and  {b  it  is  in  our  cficcm  of  Chrift  i 

John  vii.  37.  «  If  any  man  thirft,  let  him  come  to  me,  and  drink. 

[    When  God^  by  ilhicpination  and  conviAiopi  makes  men  deq>ly  fen* 

J    CBle  of  their  milbaUcjLJpft,  and  pcriQiihg  condition ;  thai  ten  thou^ 

I    fand  worlds  for  Chrift.     AH  Is  but  dung  and  *drofS|  in  compirifon  of 

I     the  excellency  of  -Chrift  Jefus. 

Thirdly^  Meat  add  drink  muft  undergo  an  altcrationt  and  lofe  its 
own  formi  before  it  aAually  nouriihes  the  body.  The  com  is  ground 
to  pieces  in  the  mill,  before  it  be  made  bread  to  nouriib  us.  And 
Chrift  muft  be  ground  betwixt  the  upper  and  nether  milftone  of  die 
wrath  of  God,  and  malice  of  men,  to  be  made  bread  for  our  fouls. 
The  prophet  faith>  Ifa.  lii.  14.  His  vifage  is  marred  more  than  atif 
Plan's.  He  did  not  look  like  himfelf,  the  l^auty  and  glory  of  heaven  { 
but  the  reproach  of  men,  and  defpifcd  of  the  people.  Oh  what  an 
alteration  did  his  incarnation  and  fuflferings  make  upon  him  !  Pbil.ii. 
6»  7-     ^antummutatus  abiilo,9 

totirtily^  Natural  food  muft  be  received  into  our  bodies,  and  have 

«  natural  union  with  them }  and  Chrift  mu(y)c^receivcdimo jour  fouls, 

^  9nd  have  a.f|Hritual  union  with  them  by.  faithj  or  ejfc  wc  c^  have  no 

p\  dturilbment,.  or  benefit  6y  him-     An  empty  profe^on*  a mtre  talk- 

'      ative  religion,  nourifiies  the  inner,  man,  juft  as  much  as  x\it  fight  of 

meat,  and  our  commending  of  it,  doth' our  outward  g^n.    It  i* 

I    Chtift's  dwelling  m  our  hearts  by  faith,  Ifph.  iii.  17.  our  receiving  of 

(>,  him,  John  i.  1  j.  our  eating,  bis^flje(bi  and  drinking  his  bloody  Johi^ 

^.  53.  i.  c.  The  efFeftual  application  of  Ch^^ift  to  our  Jbuls  by  &th, 

that  makes  us  partakers  of  his  benefits. 

Fifthly^  Meat  and  drink  muft  be  taken  every  day,  or  elfe  natural 

life  will  languifli;  and  fpb-itual  life  will  never  be  somforJabljjmsuD- 

tained  in  us,  without  daily  communion  with  Jefus  Chrift.    If  .a.gra- 

,    cjous  foul  neglcft,  or  be  interrupted  in  its  courfc  ofduVies,  and  ftated 

.    times  of  prayer  j  it  will  be  quickly  <Ufcerniblc.tj^  thc.ChrijPfian  hW 

;    felF,  in  Xht  dcadncfs  of  his  own  heart ;  and  by  others  alfo,  in  the  bar- 

rennefi  of  his  difcourfes*     And  in  thefe  things  ftand  the'analogy,  and 

*     agreement  of  the  flefli  and  blood  of  ChriCU  with  meatiodi^PP^' 

2.  ^ery.    The  next  thing  is  to  open  the  tranfccndent  excellency 

tl  CbryPspJb  and  bloody  above  all  other  food  in  the  world.    And 

this  appears  in  four  particulars* 

i^2^,  Thisfleih  and  blood  was  aiTumed  into  the  neareft  union  with 
the  fecond  perfon  in  the  blefiTed  Trinity,  and  fb  is  not  only  dignified 
above  all  o^her  created  beings,  but  becomes  the  &ft  receptacle  of  ali 
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grace^  intehded  to  be  conununicated  tbrough  it  to  the  cluldren  ofc 
men ;  John  i.  14. 

*  Secondiy^  This  flctfli  and  blood  of  Chrift  was  offered  up  to  G^,  as 
the  great  facrifice  for  our  fins*  and  pnrchafe  of  oor  peace ;  CoL  i.  ao« 
Eph.  Vi  2;  and  fb  it  is  of  sneftlmable  price  and  value  to  believers*  The  ^ 
human  nature  of  Chrift  was  the  facrificei  the  divine  nature  was  the  f 
aitar  on  which  it  was  offered  upj  and  by  wi^ch  It  was  dignified  and'  \ 
faaclilSe^^  and  made  an  offering  oJF  a  iWeet-fmelling  favour  to  Giod»  ^ 
Eph.  V.  2. 

Thirdly  This  fleflx  and  Mood  of  Chrift,  is  the  great  medium  of  con- 
veyance of  MFbleffings  and  msrcies  to  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  believ-  / 
tfs.    It  lies  as  a  vaft  pipe  at  the  fountain-head  of  bleffingSj  receiving  ^ 
and  conveying  tHexn  Irocn  God  to  mien  \  Col.  i.  14,  19. 

So  t&eni  it  being  united  to  the  fecond  perfon,  and  fo  become  the 
fleili  and  blood  of  God ;  it  being  the  facrifice  offered  up  to  God  kx 
atonement  and  remifiion  of  fins,  and  the  medium  of  conveyingf  all 
grace  and  mercy  from  God  to  the  fountaii),  to  the  fouls  and  bodies 
of  believers;  howfweet  a  relifh  muft  it  have  upon  the  palate  of  faith  f  ]" 
Here  faith  may  tafte  the  fweetnefs  of  a  pardon ;  a  full,  free,  and  final  ' 
pardon  of  fin  \  than  which  nothioe  in  this  world  can  be  fweeter  to  a 
fin4)uming  confeiencc. 

Here  it  taftes  the  incomparable  fweetnefs  of  peice  with  God,  a- 
peace  fj^icb  paffetb  underjlanding  :  The  breach  fin  made,  is  by  this  ik-    \ 
crifiqe  made  up  for  ever ;  CoL  i.  2o, 

Here  it  taftes  the  in^reiBble  fweetnefs  of  acceptation  with  God, 
and  an  intereft  in  his  favour ;  a  mercy^  which  a  poor  convinced  foul  ' 
would  give  ten  thoufand  worlds  for,  were  it  to  be  purchafed.  Yea,  ,  • 
here  it  reliflieth  all  the  fweet  promifes  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  as 
confirmed  aind' ratified  by  this  f^urrifi.cei  Heb.  ix.  5.  So  that  well  ; 
might  he  fay^  *  My  flefli  is  meat  indeedj  and  my  blood  is  dru^k  in-  \ 
de6i ;'  the  mpft  excellent  New  Teftament  food  for  believers «; 

I.  life.,  of  information. 

Pirfl^  See  here  the  love  of  a  Saviour,  that  htzvtvUj  pelican^  who 
feeds  OS  with  his  own  flefb  and  blood.  Tou  read,  Lam.  iv.  10.  of 
pitiful. women,  who  eat  the  flefii  of  their  own  children ;  but  where 
have  you  read  of  men  or  women,  that  gave  their  own  fleih  and  blood 
for  meat  and  drink  to  their  children  ?  Think  on  this,  you  that  Wee  (b 
loth  to  crofs  and  deny  your  Aeitt  for  Chrift :  He  fufibred  his  ^elh  to 
be  rent,  and  hid  blood  fet  abroach  fqt  you  v  What  love- like  the  love 
•f  Chrift! 

Secondly,  Learn  hence  a  ground  of  content,  in  the  loweft  and  poor-  ' 
eft  condition  allotted  to  any  believer  in  this  world.    It  may  be  feme  ' 
of  you  live  low  in  the  workl  1  you  have  hard  fare,  and  are  abridged 
of  many  of  thofe  fweet  comforts  iu  the  creature,  which  the  enemies 
ef  God  abound  in :  But  ftiU  remember  you  have  no  caufe  to  envy 
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their  dabtie^  and  he  diiEittified  with  four  oiy>t  iot'  aiid  porticD; 

when  not  many  noblcsi  or  might?  in  the  worldi  feed  as  yoor  feuh 

4o  fitod.  O  what  a  feaft  have  you  !  What  dainties  do  your  fools  tafie 

by  faith;  whM  others  do  but  feed  upon  aflu»  and  hulks ?  Y^lot tr 

tiie  flefli  of  lambs  and  calves  out  of  the  ftaH>  to  the  flefii  of  CKrift? 

J/"  Amos  vi.  4,  5,  6.    TiVTiat  is  wine  iff  bowby  and  the  chief  dintmcnti 

'    '    to  the  blood  of  Chrifti  and  the  aottntinp  of  hb  Spirit  ?  Ojo  be  fatis^ 

Sed  with  your  oujtward  lot,  however  God  hath  caft  kj  whilfthehath 

*  'Sealt  (o  bountifull)r  with  your  fouls. 

•  Thirdly^  Learn  hence  the  necelBty  of  £iith,  tn  order  to  the  liTeli- 
hood  and  fubfiftence  of  our  fouls.  What  b  a  feaft  to  hifri  that  cao- 
not  tafte  it  f  And  what  is  Chrift  to  him  that  cannot  believe?  That 

1  cannot,  by  faith,  e^t  his  fleiht  and  drink  his  hldod  ? 

I  If  is  not  the  preparation  made  f'^r  fouls  in  Chrid,  but  tbc  applica- 
tion of  him  by  faith,  that  gives  us  the  fveetnefs  and  heqefit  ofliro. 
fSth  is  the  IbuVs  mouth,  or  palate :  The  unbeliever  taftes  no  fweet* 

^  Beis  in  Cfariil ;    he  can  reliih  more  fweetnefs  in  mongr|meat|  drink, 

^  <^arnai  mirth,  or  any  fenfual  enjoyment  than  in  Chrift. 

JPeurthiy^  How  excellent  are  gofpel  ordmances  ?  WhatiWoetnefsts 
there  to  be  foond  in  them  by  tmebdievers i  For  there  .Chrift  is pre^ 
p^redy  and,  as  it  were,  fervcd  in  for  them  to  feed  upon.  It  h  year 
min^fter's  work,  to  prepare  ior  you  all  the  wedk  long,  and  to  furniQi 
fair  you  ^ffofi  ^/^  thlngu  JLo  .here  h  a  table  fpread  and  funiflied 
this  day,  with  the  coftlieft  dainties  that  heaven  affords.^  O  prize 
tfccfe  mercies :  &  not  here  with  fiat,  or  wanton  appetites,  left  God 
call  to  your  enemies,  and  bid  them  take  atway. 

IL  Ufe  Of  exhortation.     . 

Is  theflefh  and  blood  of  Chrift  meat  and  drink  indeed  ?  Thenkt 
ttie  exhort  you,  brethren,  •  » 

Firjt^  T6  come  to  this  table  with  (harp  and  hungry  appetites.  Ha« 

you  ever  tajfed^  That  the  Lord  is  gracious/    Apd  do  you  not  hunger 

and  thhft,  to  tn/Ie  it  again  ?  Surely,    "  Where  the  carcafe  is,  thither 

will  the  eagle$'be  gathered  ;*'  Matth*  xxiv.  a8.    There  is  f  two-fold 

appetite  %  a  dainty,  and  an  hungry  appetite.     Beware  of  a  nice  and 

'    dainty  appetite,  that  can  reliib  nothing  in  the  moft  folid  and  fpintual 

dutiesi  exceptthediih  be  garnithed  with^ilow^rs  of  rUcioriZi  or  the 

;  aaaitcr  ferved  in  with  art  and  eiegancy.  This  hath  been  thegrs^  jSo  of 

^   ike  prpfefTors  of  this  gener^l^iop.    O  ChrlAians  I    no  more  cf  that  I 

f»ray  you.     Were  yoti  really  a^  hunted  and  fitjbnf  ft  for  .Chrift,  70a 

would  come  to  his  ordinances,  as  faroifhing  men  to  a  feaft; 

Sec6Milyy  To  feed  heartily  upon  Chrift,  in  every  ordanancCp.and  i^ 
r   ^v^ry  fftcrflfneiit  cfpecial^,  -  O  that  yonr  ib^ls  mighf  ^?S"-»  *^  **^ 
fwer  that  invitation  this  day  I  CaAt,  v.  i.  <  £at|  Q  fiends:  drink, 
yea*  drink  abundantly,  O  l^eMFed.' 

For  motives,  I  will  poly  huat  thefe  three  following. 
,.    FirJ}^  Chrift  is  the  matter  of  the  feaft.    God  hath  prcp^cd  him 
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for  your  fouls.  Is  any  thing  in  heaven  or  earth  fo  f^edt,  as  Chrift 
^crificed  is  f  Do  not  the  angels  and  faints  in  heaven  feafc  upon  him  ? 
Surely  one  drop  of  Chrift's  bloovl  hath  more  fvreetneffs  and  excellenc]^ 
in  it,  than  the  whole  ocean  of  all  creature-tomforts. 
.  Secondly i  Do  not  yotir  graces  need  it  i  Have  you  net  abnguifhing 
love^  a  (bg^ring  faith,'  dull  and  ilag^ih  d^ilre^  ^  Loot  into  yoUt* 
hearts,  andfee  what  need  there  is  O0renpheningthi  things  that  are  in 
you^yjhicS  are  ready  to  die.  O  feed  Upon  Chriftj  that  your  graces  may  •  I  \ 
be  revived  and  ftrengthened*  ^ 

Thirdly,  T^o  you  know  bow  many  days  you  are  to  go  in  the  ftrength 
of  this  meat?  How'  Ions  it  may  be»  ere  you  fit  again  at  the  Lord's 
tablei  Surely,  even  the^,  as  well  as  your  inferior  temporal  comforts, 
{land  upon  terms  of  greateft  uncertainty.  Ah  Chriftians  I  confider 
well  the  times  you  live  in,  the  enemy  that  ftands  ready  to  take  astray 
the  clothy  and  remove  your  fpiritual  food  from  you.  It  is  faid  of  Peter 
Martyr,  that  being  in  Oxford  when  queen  Mary  came  iop  and  hearing 
the  firft  mafs-bell  ring  $  he  was  ftruck  to  the  heart,  and  uid,  H^c  una 
fibula  wnnem  medm  doBrinam  evertit:  This  one  tinkling  bell  overthrows 
all  the  labours  of  my  miniftry  at  once. 

God  grant  that  we  may  hear  none  of  that  mufic  in  England  atfy 
more  :  but  it  is  like  to  be,  according  ^  your  eftimation  and  improve* 
meat  of  Chrift's  precious  ordinances. . 

Thirdly,  Commend  the^  experienced  fwee!nefs  f>f  Chrifl  to  others.  Do 
not  conceal  his  bvelineis  and  excellency.  Thus  the  fair  and  ena- 
moured fpoitfe  charges,  or  adjures  others ;  Cant.  v.  9.  Be  not  con- 
tent  to  feail  upon  Chrift  alone,  whilft  other  fouls  arc  ftarvlngi  and 
perhaps  the  fouls  of  your  dear  natural  relations.  Say  to  themi  as 
IHyiJ^  PlalTxxxiv.  8.  «  O  tafte  and  fee  how  good  the  Lord  is.* 

fourthly,  and  laftly,  See  that  your  appetite  to  Chrifi  be  right  ^  and  truly 
fpiritutth  Such  an  hunger  and  third,  upon  which  bieflednefs  is  .en.- 
lailed  by  promife.     And  you  may  conclude  it  fo,  when, 

Fir/l^  It  is  a  fliarp  and  flrong  appetite,  Pfal.  xlii.  1.  IjCt  your 
thoughts  run  upon  Chrift  night  and  day  \  even  continually. 

Secondly,  When  it  is  an  univerfal  appetite,  after  every  thing  lA 
Chrift ;  his  holinefs,  as  well  as  his  righteoufnefs  ;  his  comn^ands,  as 
well  as  his  promifes  j  for  he  is  altogether  lovely.  Cant.  v.  16. 

Thirdly.  When  it  is  a  continued  appetite.  1  mean  not,  that  the 
pulie  of  your  defines  (houldkeep  an  even  ftroke  at  all  times,  but  that 
there  be  real  and  fincere  workings  of  heart  after  him  always  5  PfaL 

CXIX.   2Q, 

Fourthly,  When  it  is  an  induftrioiis  appetite,  awaketihig  the  foul 
to  the  ufe  of  all  means,  and  practice  of  all  duties,  in  order  to  utis- 
fa{tion  I  Flal.  zxvii.  4.  <  One  thing  have  I  defiredof  the  Lord,  and* 
that  I  wiU_feck  after.' 

^  Fifthly^  and  la/lly.  It  is  theii  a  right,  when  it  is  an  inftitiable  appc« 
titc,  never  to  be  allayed  with  any  thing  bcfide  Chrift ;  Pfal.  Ixxiii. 
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25.  no,  nor  wkh  Chrift  himfclf,  till  thou  comeft  to  the  full  enjoy* 
ment  of  him  in  heaven.  The  believer  knows,  how  fwect  foever  bis 
communion  with  Chriil  is  in  this  world,  yet  that  communion  he  (hall 
have  with  Chrift  in  heaven,  will  far  excel  it ;  there  it  will  be  mortf 
intimate  and  immediate,  i  Cor.  xii.  1 2.  more  full  and  perfect,  even 
to  fatisfaAion,  Pfal.  xyit.  i'5.  more  cohOant  and  continued,  not  tuN 
fering  fuch  interruptions  as  it  doth  here.  Rev.  xxi.  25.  more  pui*c 
tnd  unmixed;  here  our  corruptions  work  witTToiir  graces^  Rom.  viL 
21.  but  there  grace  (ball  work  alone  :  in  a  word,  more  durable  au^ 
perpetual ;  we  iKall  he  ever  with  the  Lord^  i  Theff,  iv  7.  Long  there- 
fore to  drink  that  netu  nvtm'm  x\\r  Fai%er*s  kingdjm^  '*  ^'."Ths  Spirit  and 
the  bride  fay.  Come  ;  and  let  him  that  hearcthj  fay,  JCs?ibc._  Evea 
fo,  conie  Lord  Jefus  5  come  quickly/ 


.     .  THE  ELEVENTH 

MEDITATION, 

Upon  Cant.  viii.  5.      '    ' 

Set  me  as  afeal  upon  thy  hearty  as  afeal  upon  thine  arm  ;  for  lovAisJlrong 
X  as  death  ;  jealoufy  is  cruel  as  the  grave  ;  the  ccals  thereof  are  coals  of 
fire^  which  hath  a  mojl  vehement  fiame. 

XHIS  book  IS  a  facred  allcgoryj^thc  fenfe  thereof  is  deep  and  fpi- 
ritual.  Our  unacquaiotednefs  with  fuch  fchemes  and  iigurcs 
^  ;ech,  together  with  the  want  of  fpiritual  light  and  experience, 
makes  it  difficult  to  be  underflood  •,  but  the  allegory  being  once  un- 
folded, by  reafon  of  its  aSinity  with  the  fancy,  truth  b  more  cafily 
and  affeftingly  t;  anfmitted,  both  to  the  mind  and  heart. 

St  Auguftin  affigns  this  reafon,  why  we  are  fo  much  delighted  with 
metaphors  and  allegories ;  becaufe  they  are  fo  much  proportioned  to 
'    our  fenfes,  with,  which  our  reafon  hath  contrafted  an  intimacy  and 
familiarity :  and  therefore  God,  to  accommodate  his  truth  to  our  ca- 
pacity, doth,  as  it  were,  embody.it  in  earthly. expreffions  5  according 
.  to  that  of  the  ancient  Cabbalifts,  humen  fupremum  nunquam  defcendit 
Jsne  idumetjto ;  heavenly  truth  never  dclccnJcth  to  us  without  its  veil 
and  covering. 

The  words  before  us,  arc  the  requcft  of  thc.fpoufe  to  Jefus  Chrift; 
and  confifts  of  two  parts,  tiz. 
f.  Her  (uit;  which  is  earncft- 
a.  Her  argument^  which  is  weighty. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


,  Sacrantitit^t  J^edltatkns.  45 1 

I.  Her  earncft  fuit,  or  regueft  to  Jefus  Chrift  \  /  Set  me  as'a  fcal  ,^ 
upon  thy  heart,  as  a  fcal  upon  thine  arm.*     The  heart  of  Chrift  notes 
his  mofl  dear,"inwarJ,  and  tender  affeftion ;  his  arm  notes  his  pro-s 
tet^ling  and  preferVing  care  and  p3wer.  The  lalt  naturally  follows  the 
firll ;  what  men  dearly  affcft,  they  tenderly  and  carefully  protedl. 

And  bjfeittng  her  as  afeal  upon  his  heart  andarpty  Ihe  m^ans  a  fure  ^ 
and  a_well-confiriiied  intereft,  both  in  his  love  and  power ;  this  fhe 
would  have  firmly  fealed  and  ratified  :  and  that  this  is  her  meaning, 
will  plainly^-^ppear  from  ' 

The  argUiBCRt  with  which  (he  enforces  her  rcqucfi  :  <  For  love  i» 
ftrong  as  death  ;  jealoufy  is  cruel  as  the  grave/  &c:     • 

Byjealoufy,  we  mtrfl  underfland  her  fears  and  fufpicions  of  coming  - 
fliort  'jT  Chrift  and  his  love ;  q.  d.  Whr»t  if  after  all  I  fhould  be  dc-  ) 
ceived  ?  What  if  Jefus  Chrift  do  not  love-  ifte  with  a  fpecial  love  ?  O  - 
thcfe  fears  and  fufpicions  are>  intolerable  torment?  to  her  9  (he  cannot 
bear  theai:  they  are  cfuel  as  the  grave;  infufferable  as  coals  of  fircj 
which  have  a  mdft  vehement  flame  5  q.d.  Lord,  if  thdd  leave  me  in  ^ 
the  midft  of  thefe  jealoulies  of  thy  love,  I  fliall  be  but  a  torment  to 
myfeff  ;  I  fhall  live  as  one  upon  the  rack,  or  in  the  flames.     Hence  ' 
the  note  is,  , 

Doft.  Thai  there  is  nothing  iti  this  ivorldy  which  true  Chrj/lians  more 
earnejlly^  dcftre^  than  to  be  well  ajfured  andfatisjied  of  the  love  ofje^ 
fits  Chrljl'to  their  "fouls n 

In  the  meditation  of  this  point,  two  things  muft  be  enquired  irito : 
I.  Why  this  aflurance  is  fo  defirablc. 
^  2.  How  it  may  be  obtained. 

1.  Why  the  aflurance  of  the  love  of  Chrift  is  fo  de^rable  in  the 
eyes  of  true  Chriftians,  And  among  others,  there  are  two  thbgg 
that  efpecially  make  it  fo  ;  viz. 

1.  Ti^e  fweetnefs  of  its  enjoyment. 

2.  The  difficulty  of  Its  attain Aient.  *     ' 

The  fwectnefs  of  its  enjoyment,  which  is  itiexprefllble,  and  inc6n«t 
ceivable ;  for  it  is  a  mercy  above  all  eftimation.     It  is, 

1.  The  riches  of  faith. 

2.  The  reft  and  eafe  of  the  heart. 

3.  The  pleafurc  of  life. 

4.  A  cordial  at  death. 

5.  A  fweet  fupport  in  all  troubles. 

I.  It  is  the  very  riches  of  faith,  the  moft  pleafant  ^fruit  ^wbidn 
grows  upon  the  top  branches  of.  faith.     The  fcriptiirc  tells  u*  of -an 
affurance.of  underftanding,  hoJ)e,  and  faith.     A)l  thefe  graces  arc  ), 
precious  in  themfelves  ;  but  the  aflurance  of  each  of  them  is  the  tooft  . 
fweet  and  pleafmt  part*.     Knowledge,  sbave  knowledge,  is*  the  full 
afflirance  of  knowledge  :' hope  above  hope,  is  the  full  aflTuranceof 
l^ope  :  and  faith  abovfe  faith,  is  the  full  aflurance  of  faith.     The  le»ft 
and  loUeft  aft  of  faving  faith  is  precious,  and  above  all  value ;  what  ; 
then  muft  the  higlicft  and" moft  excellent  acts  of  faith  be?  Certainly, 
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\\xcrt  IS  a  fweetaefs  in  the  affurancc  of  faith,  that  lew  men  have  the 
f  privilege  to  taAe  \  and  they  that  do,  can  find  no  words  able  toesprefs 
'    it  to  another's  underfismdiog.    The  weakeflXbridian  is  exalted  above 

all  o(ber  men ;  but  the  afiured  Chriftian  h;(th  a  preference  befbr^  all 
/    other  CfarlAians. 

2.  It  is  heart's  eafe ;  the  very  ftbbath  and  fwect  repofe  of  the  fool. 
Thourands  of  poor  Chriilians  would  part  with  all  thej  po^efs  in  this 
world,  to  enjoy  it:  but  it  flies  from  thetn.     The  life  that  moftof 

'   fhem  live,  is  a  life  betwixt  hopes  and  fears  \  their  intcreA  in  Chrift  is 

very  doubtful  to  them.  Sometimes  thcv  arc  encouraged,  from  fciw 
;    i^ble  wort^ings  pf  grac$  ^  then  all  b  daihed  again,  by  the  coQtrary 

fiirrings  and  workings  of  their  own  corrpptions.  Kow  the  fun  (bines 
^  put  clear,  by  ^d  by  the  heaveqs  arc  overcaft  and  clouded  ^gain :  bat 
'.  the  aflured  Cl^iftian  is  at  reft,  from  thofe  tormenting  fearji.an(l  jea* 
,  louGes  which  my  text  {peaks  of,  that  are  as  cruel  as  the  grave,  and  s: 
;  infugcrable  as  coals  of  fire  in  a  man's  bofoml  He  can  take  Chrift 
I     into  the  arms  of  £ftith,  and  fay,  <  My  beloved  is  mine^  and  I  am  his. 

Retnrn  to  thy  reft,  O  my  foul,  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bouatifclly 

Fiththcel' 

3.  It  is  the  pleafur^;  of  life  \  yea,  the  moft  rational,  purcj  and 
j^ranfportiqg  pleafure.  What  is  life  without  pleafure?  And  what 
pleafure  is  there  in  the  world,  comparable  to  this  pleafure  ?  ^er  kt 
the  fealed  and  aflured  believer  confidcr,  and  compare  i  and  he  mu{( 
needs  find  a  joy  and  pleafure,  beyond  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth.  If 
be  confidcr  well  what  he  is  aflfured  of,  it  is  no  common  mercy,  but 

'    Chrift  himfelf,  and  his  lovei  a  mercy  incomprcJjcxUiblc .bymcn  or 

,  angek }  Eph.  iil.  19.  Put  ChriA  ii^to  the  (enfible  poflTeflioo  of  a  be<> 
liever,  and  joy  is  no  more  under  his  commapd  for  that  time :  be  can* 
not  forbear  to  rejoice }  and  cfpecially  when  bis  thoughts  are  exercifcd 
in  comparing  ftates  and  conditions  \  either  his  own  with  other , mens, 

•  pr  his  own  now,  with  what  it  was,  and  what  it  (hall  be.  To  thipl: 
with  thyfelf  thus,  I  am  afilxred  of  Chrift^  and  his  love ;  n^  iqtereft 
ip  Jiim  is  fealed  ;  but  this  is  a  mercy  few  enjoy  bclide$  iqc.  There  be 
millions  of  fouls  of  equal  value  v^ith  mine  by  nature^,  {bat  Cba!]  never 
enjoy  fuch  a  mercy  as  this.     Yea,  the  time  waSt  whep  Jrpyfclf 'f^ 

'/J  far  from  it,  in  my  unreg^nerated  ftate.  Lord,  ho^  is  it  I  h?|d  not 
then  been  fealed  to  damnation  ?  O,  it  is  well  with  me  for  the  prefent, 
that  I  can  call  Chrift  my  own ;  aiid  yet  it  will  be  better  and  better: 
my  condition  will  mend  every  d^y.  I  am  dqw  jn  Chrift  \  and  it  is 
but  a  little  while,  before  I  fliajl  be  with  Chrift,  and  arrive  at  tbcfuH 
iatisfaflion  of  my  very  heart.  Q,  wh^t  pleafpre  doth  eycry  glanccj 
bac^Lward  or  forward,  give  to  the  fealed  ibul. 
.4.  It  is  a  cordial  in  death  \  and  there  is  none  like*  it-  TMs  will 
make  the  foul  triumph  over  the  grave,  take  death  cheerfuliy^bythe 
cold  ba^d,  welcome  iugrim  meilengers,  and  long  to  be  gonci.and  b^ 
with  Chrift.    Dark  and  doubting  Chriftlacs  may  ipdeed  tbnnk  ^ick 

r  from  it^  aod  be  afraid  of  the  excharge  \  but  the  afiurcd  fcul  }opg5 1(^ 
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he  gone,  iind  needs  patiei/ce  to  live,  as  other  men  do  to  die.  When 
one  was  a(ked,  if  he  vcre  willing  to  die  ?  his  anfwer  was,  lUiuj  eft 
mile  morl^  qui  noiit  tread  Chrifium  ;  I^et  him  be  loth  to  diei,  that  is  loth 
to  go  10  Chrift :  The  fugar  of  affurzncc  fwcetens  the  bitter  cup  of 
death,  and  makes  it  delectable  to  a  believer's  relifh. 

5.  In  a  word,  it  is  a  fureet  fuppofty  in  all  the  troubles  and  afflic- 
tions on  this  fide  the  grave.      x.ct  the  aflured  foul  be  caft  into  what    T 
con^ITttoh  the  Lord  pleafes  *,  be  it  upon  a  bed  of  fickneis  \  yet  this  J. 
giires  his  ibul  ITicH  Tupport  aad^  coVnfbrt,  that  he  (hall  not  fay,  I  aoi 
fick.     Sio  being  forgiven,  the  foul  is  well,  when  the  body  is  in  paiut 
ifa.  xxiiii.  24.     Let  him  be  caft  into  a  prifon,  here  is  that  which  win  r 
turn  a  prifon  into  a  paradife,  Acls  v.  41.     Let  him  be  pinched  with  \ 
eutward  want ;  this  will  fupply  all :  "  As  having  nothing,  and  yet  j 
pofleffing  all  «  things/'  2  Cor.  vi.  10.     Thus  you  fee  how  defirable 
It  is  for  its  own  excellency. 

2.  And  as  it  is  defirable  for  the  fwcetncfs  of  its  dwn  enjoyment,  fb 
alio  froiii  the  difficulty  of  its  attainment.     All  excellencies  are  locked 
tip  under  many  difficulties  ;  but  none  like  this.     It  is  indeed  eafy  to  » 
prefucne  an  intereft  in  Chrift,  and  cheat  a  man's  own  foul  with  «  ^  t 
dream  «nd  fancy  of  our  own  creation  j    but  it  is  bard  to  get  a  fealed^  .  j 
dear  title  to  Chrift  and  his  benefits.     And  there  be,  among  others;  * 
three  thmgs  that  make  it  difficult* 

fhyThs  corniptions  that  remain,  and  dally  work  in  the  bcft 
hearts ;  thefe  are  evermore  puzzling  and  fearing  the  po6r  foul,  with  \ 
fears  and  doubts  about  its  condition.  Grace  teacheth  men  due  fover^  I 
itj  to  thcpofelves;  and  fear  of  then:  own  deceitfulnefs,  makes  them  ^ 
think  no  hearts  are  like  their  hearts';  efpecially  whilft  they  compare  '^ 
other  men's  outfide  with  their  own  Infide,  as  generally  they  dp.  Oh^  , 
how  do  our  own  corruptions  every  moment  raife  mifts  and  clouds  i 
that  it  13  a  wonder  we' ever  (faould  have  one  clear  beam  of  affiirance 
Aining  mtcjTuch  hearts,  zi  our  hearts  are ! 

(z.\  The  multitudes  of  miftakes  and  cheats  that  are  frequently 
commttfed,  and  found  in  this  matter,  makes  upright  hearts  the  more 
fuipicidus  and  doubtful  of  their  own  condition.  O  when  they  read 
Marrbryi}.  %%.  that  many  will  fay  to  Chrift  in  that  day,  Lord  ^e  have  ^ 
prophefieJtn  ihynamt^  &c.  it  fcarrs  them,  left  they  alfo  be  deceived.  - 
'(jT-T'^Th'c  grand  importance  of  the  matter,  makes  poor  fouls  fear- 
fill  of  cbnchidtng  certainly  about  it.  O  when  a  man  confid^rs^-  that 
the  whole  weight  of  his  eternal  happinefs  or  fniftry^  depends  upbik- 
the  rcfolulion  of  thefe  queftions,  Am  I  in  Chrift;  or  am  I  Uot!  it^ 
^»'i  oisibrlym  tremble  to  determine.  In  a  word,  affiiranc*  is  not  in 
cur  power,  or  at  our  command.  There  be  rinany  holy,  humble,  dili^. 
gem,  and  longing  fouls,  to  whom  it  is  denied  :  it  is  arbitrarily  difpenf* 
cd  hy  tbepleafure  oi  the  Spirit,  to  whom  he  will  \  and  4uch  favours^re 
rare,  even  among  true  believers ;  the  more  therefore  it  is  to  be  valued' 
^d  d^fired  by  ail,  as  the  fpoufe  doth  tn  this  place.    And  fa  much  ta 
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,  the  firft  things  Uponwha^^iKcountiheaffwranceofChri/Frkve  is  Joit^ 
Jirable  in  the  eyes  of  Chriffians. 

a.  In  the  laft  place»  let  us  confider,  how  this  mercy,  which  is  fo 
de&able,  may  be  obtained :  And  this  i«  our  proper  work  and  bufinc^ 
at  this  time. 

.   Tou  are  now  come  to  a  fealing  ordinancei  inftituted  on  purpofe  for 

this  noble  end  and  ufe.     O  that  we  would  pray  and  plead  for  it>  as 

I  the  fpoufe  here  doth !  "  Set  me  as  a  feal  upon  thine  heart,  as  a  feal 

;  vpon  thine  arm :  for  love  is  ftrong  as  death  \    jealoufy  is.  cruel  as  tlie 

'  grave/'  ^c.     Now»  in  order  to  the  attainment  of  this  moft  desirable 

inercy,   take  a  few  ncceffary  hints  of  your  prefent  work  and  diuty,  in 

/  the  following  direi^ions. 

JXre^ioff  I.  Would  you  be  wellfecured  of  Chrift's  love  toypjm  and 
that  you  arcy^  as  ajeal  upon  his  heart  ?  Then  excrcife  and  maniftft 
/  more  love  to  Chrifti  and  let  him  be  much  upon  your  hearts.  If  it  be  cle^r 
\  to  you,  that  f  ou  kave  truejove  to  Jefus  Chrill,  jou  need  nojjit  all  to 
doubt,  but  you  are  in  his  heart,  and  in  his  love:  I  hvetbem  that  kve 
ifw,  Prov.  viii  1 7.  And  furely  you  have  now  before  you  the  gr^^telt 
motive  in  the  world,  to  inflame  your  love  to  Jefus  Chri ft.  BeholJ 
him  as  he  is  here  reprefented  to  you,  vjoundedfor  yo^r  int^u^ies  i  yea, 
Jkcrificed  to  the  wrath  of  God,  fpr  your  peace,  pardpri,  andialYation ! 
«<  O  what  manner  of  love  is  this  I  behold  how  he  loved  thee !"  If 
Chrift'siove  draw  forth  thine,  it  will  fo  far  qlcar  thy  intereft  in  lii^  lovci 
31s  it  (hall  engage  thy  heart  in  love  to  him. 

.  DireQicn  IK  But  feeing  the  aftivitj  of  your  love  will  be  according 
to  the  activity  of  your  faith  \  theirefore^  in  the  next  place>  I  advlfe  you 
i  to  make  it  the  main  work  and  bufineis  of  this  hfigLr,  to  exercife  your 
f^  faith  upon  Jefus  Chrift.  Set  yourfelvcs  Hi  Is  day  to  believe  :  Tlic 
I  ^  more  ftfong  the  direfl  adls  of  your  faith  (hall  be  the  more  clear  and 
'    comfortable  its  reflex  afls  are  like  to  be.  —    - 

There  are  three  di(lin£t.ofliceS|  or  employments  for  your  faith,  at 
this  table,  viz. 

I,  'To  realize. 
a.  To  apply. 

3.  To  infer,  from  the  fufiei  ings  of  Jefus  Chrift.  ^^ 

t.  To  realize  the  fuflferings  of  Chrift  for  you,  and  behold  them 

Jierc  reprefented  in  a  true  glais  to  the.  eye  of  faith.    See  you  that 

\  ^  bread  broken,  and  that  wine  poured  out  ?  As  fure  as  thSTsIOi^  JcfuJ 

'     Ghrift  endured  the  crofs,  fuflfered  the  wrath  of  the  great  and  tgrible 

God,  in  his  (oul,  and  in  his  body,  upon  thecurfed  tree,  for,  and  in 

the  room  of  poor  condemned  flnners.     Your  faith  for  the  onehaih 

'     -as  much,  yea,  more  certainty,  than  your  fenfes  hath  -  for  the  other. 

'««  This  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy  of  all  acccptatwnjLihjiLj5^1us 

''     Chrift  came  into  the  world  to  fave  fmners,**  i  Tim,   i.   i^.^^/jAnd 

s     without  controvcrfy,  great  is  the  myftery  of  godlinefs  j  God  was  man- 

ifeftcd  in  the  fle(h,"  &c.  i  Tim.  iii.  16. 

a.  Apply  the  fufferings  of  Chrift  this  day  to  thine  own  foul :  Bc- 
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lieve  all  this  to  be  done  and  fuffered  in  thy  rooni|  and  for  thy  fake. 
He  offered  not  this  facrifice  for  his  own  fins,  but  ours;  Ifa,  liii,  9.  / 
Heb.  vit.  27.  He  was  incarnate  for  you^  Ifa.  ix.  6.  «  For  us  a  child  < 
is  born;  to  us  afon  is  given/'  His  death  was  /or  you^  and  in  your 
ftead,  Gal.  iii.  13.  **  He  was  made  a  curfe  for  us;**  and  when  he  a- 
rofe  from  the  dead,  "he  rofc  for  our  juftification,"  Rom.  iv.  25.  And 
ndwhe  is  in  glory,  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  he  is  there  for  us,  Heb. 
■vii.  25.  "  He  even*  lives,  to.  make  interccffion  for  us  "  It  was  the 
pride,  paffion,  earthlinefs,  and  unbelief  of  thy  heart,  which  Jefus 
Chrift  groaned,  bled,  and  dted,  to  procure  a  pardon  for. 

3.  Infer  from  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  thofe  conclufions  of  faith 
that  tend  to  afliirance.  As  thus :  Did  Chrift  die  for  me,  when  I  was 
an  enemy  ?  Then  furcly,  being  reconciled;  I  (hall  be  favcd  by  his  life, 
RomTv.  16.  Again ;  If  Chrift  died  for  me  ?  Then  I  fhall  never  die 
eternally.  Nothing  (hall  "feparate  me  from  the  love  of  God  ;  it  i* 
Chrift  that  died,"  Rom.  viii.  34. 

Dire^on  III.  Mourn  over  all  thofe  fins,  that  caufe  the  Lord  to  hide 
his  face  from  your Ibuls.  Have  you  grieved  the  Spirit  by  your  firis? 
O  be  grieved  for  if  this  day  at  your  very  hearts  ;  cover  the  table  of  the 
Lord 'with  tears:  »«Look  upon  hini  whom' you  have  pierced,  and 
mourn  as  for  an  only  fon,"  Though  there  be  no  merit,  yet  there  is 
much  mercy  iil  a  broken  heart  for  fin ;  and  there  is  no  fuch  advan- 
tage to  get  your  hearts  broken,  as  this  is,  which  is  now  before  yoii. 
When  thefhower  of  repentance  is  fallen,  the  heavens  over  thee  may 
be  clear,  and  the  fun  (bine  out  in  its  brightnefs  upon  thy  (duk 

DireSionlV.  In  a  word;  pour  out  thy  foul  to  God,  in  hearty  de- 
fires/for  afealed  and  clear  intereft  in  his  love  this  day :  TeHliim,  it  is 
mercy  thduvalucft  above  life ;  thy  favour  is  to/^/X^w  7j^,"^Pfal.  Ixiii. 
3.  Tell  Sim,  thou  art  not  able  to  live  with  ♦he  jealoufies  and  fuf^ 
picions  of  his  love }  fhpu  art  but  a  torment  to  thyfclf,  whilft  thy  in- 
tereft.in  his  iove  abides  under  a  cloud,  fiefeech  him  to  pity  thy  poor 
afflicted  [oiit,  which  hath  lain  down  and  rifen  fo  long  with  thefe  fearft 
and  tremblings,  and  been  a^ftranger  to  comfort  for  fo  many  days* 
Tell  him,  how  weak  thy  hands  have  been,  and  ftxU  are,  in  duties  of 
obedience,  for  want  of  this  ftrcngth  and  encouragement.  Engage  thy 
foul  to  him  this  day,  to  be  more  aftivc,  cheerful,  and  fruitful,  in  his 
fervice;  if  itwill  pleafe  him  now,  to  free  thee  from  thofe  fears  and 
ddubts,  that  have  clogged  thee  in  all  thy  former  duties.  O,  cry  un- 
to liTin  in  the  words,  and  with  the  deep/enfe  of  the  fpoufe  in  this  text; 
w  Set  me  as  a  feal  upon  thy  heart,  (which  hath  a  nioft  vehement  heat,) 
as  a  Ic'al  upon  thine  arm :  for  love  is  ftrong  as  death ;  jealoufy  is  cruel 
as  tlic*gnwt'i  the  coals  thereof  are  coals  of  fire,**  &c. 
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THE    TWELFTH 

MEDITATION, 

Upon  £?H.  ux«  19. 

And  to  know  the  love  of  Cbrt/Ij  nvbich  pojftth  Imixiledge, 

f  ^1  1H£  knowledge  of  Chrifti  and  of  his  love,  is  dcfervedlf,  ia  thi<f 
I  places  /et  down  among  the  dejUerata  Chri/Hanorum^  the  mod 
defiraUe  enjoyments  of  believers  in  this  world.  This  love  of  Chritl 
had  entered  the  apoftle's  heart  \  he  was  (wallowed  up  in  the  medita- 
tion and  admiration  of  it,  and  would  have  all  hearts  inflamed  and  af- 
fected with  it,  as  his  was. 

Some  think  the  apoftle  fpeaks  extatically  in  this  place,  and  knows 
not  how  to  make  the  parts  of  hb  diicourfe  confident  with  each  other, 
when  he  puts  them  upon  endeavours  to  know  that  love  cf  Chrid, 
which  himfelf  confefies  to  pafs  knowledge. 

But  though  his  heart  was  ravished  with  the  love  of  Chrift,  yet  there 
is  no  contradiction  or  inconfiftency  in  his  difeourfe.  He  doth  eameft* 
ly  defire  for  the  Ephefians,  that  they  may  know  the  love  of  Chrifl^  i.  e. 
that  they  may  expcrimentalty  know  his  love,  which  pafleth  knowledge: 
That  as,  as  fome  expound  it,  all  other  kinds  of  knowledge  j  yea,  aod 
an  knowledge  of  Chrift,  which  is  not  praAical  and  experimental.  Cr 
thus  :  Labour  to  get  the  cleared  and  fuUeit  appreheniive  knowledge 
«if  Chrift  and  his  love,  that  is  attainable  in  this  world,  though  you 
4^not  arrive  to  a  perfe^  comprchenfive  knowledge  of  either.  Aitns 
kumatta  hoc  et  capita  et  none  capit;  atque  in  eo  capita  quod  n^ur  in  adnuT" 
Qtionem:  as  others  reconcile  it. 
4  The  note  from  it  is, 
-.  Do£t.  That  the  hve  of  Chrifi  furpajpts^  and  tranfcends^  the  kmwledp 

of  the  mofl  illuminated  believers, 
\  The  love  of  Chrift  js  too  deep  for  any  created  underftanding  to  fa* 
€hom ;  it  is  unfearchable  love,  and  it  is  fo  in  divers  reiiie<Sts. 
<  I.  It  is  unfearchable,  in  rcfpe^iL  of  its  antiquity :  No  undcrfianding 
of  man  can  trace  it  back  to  its  firft  fpring  *,  it  flows  from  one  eternity 
to  another.  We  receive  the  fruits  and  e9e£h  of  it  now ;  but,  O  hov 
ancient  is  that  root  that  bears  them  1  He  loved  us  before  this  workl 
was  made,  and  will  continue  fo  to  do,  when  it  (hall  be  reduced  into 
aOies.  It  isfaid,  Prov.  viii.  19,  30,  ^i.  <  When  be  gave  the  feahis 
decree,  when  he  appointed  the  foundations  of  the  earth  }  then  was  I 
kf  him,  as  one  brought  up  with  him  \  and  I  was  daily  his  delight,  re- 
joicing always  before  htm :  rejoicing  in  the  habitable  parts  of  bis 
carth>  and  my  delights  were  with  the  fens  of  mcij.* 
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2.  The  freehefi  of  the  love  of  Chrift  pafles  knowledge*  No  auui 
knows*  nor  can  any  words  exprefs,  how  free  the  love  of  Chrift  to  his 
people  is :  It  b  faid,  Ifa*  Iv.  8.  My  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts.  The 
meaning  is.  My  graces  mercyt  and  love  to  youi  is  one  things  as  it  is  in 
laj  thoughts*  and  quite  another  thing  when  it  comes  into  your 
thoughts*  In  my  thoughts*  it  is  like  itlelf,  free>  ricb>  and  unchanged 
able ;  but  in  your-  thoughts  it  is  limited  and  narrowed*  pinched  ia 
within  your  ftrait  and  narrow  conceptions ;  that  it  is  not  like  itfel4 
but  altered  according  to  the  model  and  platform  of  creatures*  accord* 
lag  to  which  you  draw  it  in  your  minds*  Alas  I  we  do  but  alter 'and 
fpoil  his  love*  when  we  think  there  is  any  thing  in  usi  or  done  by.u^* 
that  can  be  a  motive,  inducement*  or  recompence  to  it.  His  love  is* 
<b  free*  that  it  pitched  itfelf  upon  us*  before  we  had  any  iovelineis  in 
us  at  all :  <  When  we  were  in  our  blood*  he  faid  onto  us*  live  ^  and 
that  was  the  time  of  lov<*.  It  did  not  ftay  till  we  ImkI  our  omament|( 
upon  lis  %  but  embraced  us  in  our  blood*  in  our  moft  loathfome  ftate  |r 
and  of  all  feafons*  that  is  the  feafon  ofUove*  the  chofen  tinae  of  lote^ 
£zek.  xvi«  7*  8.  Chrift^  loved  us*  not  upon  the  account  of  any  fbreM 
feen  excellency  in  us*  or  upon  any  cxpeiftatjon  of  recompence  from 
us :  Nay*  he  bved  us  not  only  without/  but  againft  our  deferti. 
Nothing  in  nature  is  found  fo  free*  as  the  love  oi  Cbrift  is}  oui^ 
thougl^ts  therefore  of  this  love  going  beyond  all  exaniples  and  iAfian« 
ces  that  are  found  amongft  men*  quickly  lofe  themfelves  in  an  im- 
menfe  ocean  ct  free  grace*  where  they  can  find  neither  bank  oov 
bottoon. 

The  bounty  and  liberality  of  the  love  of  Chrift  to  his  peopk*  pail 
feth  knowledge.  Who  can  nuti^er*  or  value  th^  fruits,  of  his  love  I 
They  are  more  than  the  fands  gpon  the  fea  {b^Mtr;-  It  would  wear^ 
the  arm  of  an  angel*  to  write  down  the  thonfaadth  part  of  theeffeftt 
of  his  feve,  which  come  to  the  (hare  of  any  particular  Chnftian  in 
this  world.  Who  can  tell  how  many  fins  it  pardons  ?  «  The  free  gift 
is  of  many  ofi^nces  unto  jufHfication  -^  Rom.  v.  16,  How  many  &^ 
gcrs  it  prevents ;  or  how  many  wants  it  fupplies  i  This,  we  know^ 
that  <  of  his  fulnefs  we  all  receive  grace  for  grace  '^  John  i*  i6.  But 
how  fbli  of  grace  Chrift  is*  and  how  many  merciei  have  flowed*  and 
fliall  flow  to  us  out  of  that  fountain  of  love }  thi3  is  unknown  to  nitv^ 
to  the  heft*  wiieft*  and  moft  obiervant  men.  O  if  the  records  of  the 
mercies  of  our  lives  were*  or  could  be  gathered  and  kept  what  vaA 
voluaacs  would-  they  fwell  to  I  It  is  true,  indeed*  you  have  the  total 
fum  given  you  in  i  Cor.  iii.  22.  Alldre  yoar^  §  but  it.  is  fuch  a  numio 
ber*  as  00- man  can  number. 

The  couftancy  of  Chrifti's  bve  to  his  people  paffeth  knowledge : 
No  length  of  time*  no  diftance  of  placr^  no  change  of  condition^ 
cither  with  him  or  us^  can  poffibly  make  any  alteration  of  his  afiec* 
tions  towards  ut ;  <  He  is  the  fame  yefterday*  to-day*  and  for  ever/ 
Heb.  xiii.  8.  .  Jt  is  noted  alfo  by  the  evangcUftj  John  xin.  i.  <  Thai 

Vol.  VI.     .  '        3  J^J 
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ttffi4iig  loved  Idjf  nmi  which  were  lo  the  wotU^  be  biv^i  thotf  to  tfae 
^tid.^'  tt  id^frUe)  his^  condtcidn  is-aUemi  -,  he  13  ao  uMire  io  tbis  world 
dMterfing  with  Hfc  peopii,a«>c  did  once  In  the  days  ofhis^jlej):  He 
il  nd#-al  Ae  f{gllt4i;»)d  of  God,  in  tfaq  biglieft  g\ovf\  Uityethis 
Efe^  b  Ylie  ftme  thiK  ever  it  was,  for  love  and  tendercefs  to  tiis  peo> 
pfe.  C)ur  ce«litiOi!iis>  alfe  ard  dftenidcered  in  this  work! ;  but  his  k>ve 
Aiff^^n^  alt^ariMi  Tc»,  which  is:  much  more  ada>!pa|blc»  we  do 
ntfany' thfwg^  ^tI^,-  tbdV  grlew^  faimy  and  offend  htm  ^  ]p:f  he-t^es  not 
srwa^  hfs  tovMg-l^ridiiofr  frof|i  if%  obr  fl|ffer&  his  faithfulce&  to  fail. 
iT'd  ^uf  d«l  i^  i^bcU  iSfM  water  of  tmkindnef^  atid;  fMronfoatni^  as 
]#tiiidhgh'M  d^l  ^d'K^eiwb  any  hwe  iir  the  world,  ckc^  hb  lovei 
Btif  nbtwllbftaiicfiiig  s(U^  becdtrtinMes  v&changcaUe  to  io¥e  to  as. 
TMfi-  I^ete)' f(6{ifid,  AdtwiiyiaQding.  that  .greaf  ^ffcnct:  o(  hi^:  Na 
i^ohecK  w^  th«  Ldrd  i^H  from  the  dead,  but  be  gpjeeu  him  in  the 
t&^t  dP  his*  ftM'enefr  i^fe  and  anticwt  refped  ;*  6d  iHldx  Sfitpin^  W 

'.  8d  th^fIi^'{o^«i  of  ChtHI  isa  lone  traAfoendiiig  ail  cniatur&kytre^ 
aft^tuSfttari  tiKde^ft^SlDdiiig.  W»  read  ift  Rout  ¥.  7,  8.  that  <  pend- 
^^Hrrefi^  ^  goeki  itlaii,  feme  w^uld  evoK  date  to  dj4  ^r'  but  we  Bev«r 
fihd  wftej^  any,  befid^  |efila  Chnf^,  wouid  lay  dcNrn  Uis  life  for  eoe- 
mies.  II  )i»  ricord^d^  a$  an  unparaileled  inflancc  of  Itfie  in  B^uxum 
and^  I^jrthiass  thfe  mo  SkJlian  fAiib^phers,  that  etdi  had  couiag^ 
etbu^  i9iy  die  for  hid^  friend.  Onp  of  them  bdftg  coademsed  to  die 
by  the  tyrant ;;  and  dkCi^g  tx^  give  the  kiQr  farcwel  to  his  faoiif ;  lu* 
fjriend  went  into  prifon  for  him,  as  bis  furety  to  die  for  him»  if  he  re* 
tortted'lk^  at  tW  appointed  dme  ;  Bui  he  did  dot' die)  yei^  he  bad 
fuch  a  confidence  iiS  Ui^  friend^  that  he  wouU  act  fuffer  hkkbfik* 
laak;  td  die  for  hiift  ^  tfnd  if  he  had^  yet  he  had  dkd  for  his  friend* 
ButAfiidh  it^'th^  ibtre  of  Chrift,  that  it  did  not  0AI7  p«t  him  into 
'  darfgefroF  dieathy  bat  puc  him  aftaally  unto  death,  yca»  ^  worft  of 
tilths,  and  that  fer  his  enemies.  O  what  auwsier  tt  lof^  i»  tUs ! 
We  re^d  of  the  lolrd  that  Jacob  had  for  Rachel^^adhow^he  cndBred 
fotl^  the  cold  of'  whiter,  aiid  fae^t  of  fammer,  for  her  fake.  But  what 
IS  this  to  the  love^f  JeTdS)  who  for  us  endured  tb^  heat  of  God's 
%i^th  ?  Bf^&fe,  Ae  w^»  beatftifWl,  bht  we  uhloveiy.  Daivid  wi&cd 
fif  AUalom  his  fon,  W^uU  Qoilbad  iuipr  thee!  Bat  it  was  hot 
^  wifli  I  and  \aA  it  ^om^^  to  the  proof,  David  would  have  flmoked 
froip  death,  fdr  alt  the  affeAion  he  bore  hisbeaiitifeKfa».  But  Chrift 
^St6sli\f  gaire  Iw!  Ufe  for  us>  and  did  aot  only  wilk  hi:  bad  done  it*  0 
1Sy?e;  tranfcending  th^  love  of  creatures  ;.  yea,. and  furmotuHing  all 
creature^knowledge  I 

V  The  ufes  fiallow,. 

T.  Uft.  If  the  love  of  Cbrift  pa&  kocwJedge^  O  then.adnureit ! 
yea,  live  and  die  in  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the  loveof  ChriftI 
As  it  is  a  fign  of  great  weafcnefs,  to  admire  (mallaticl  oo^uno»  thiiagsi 
%^  it  freaks  girtfai  fbipidity  not  to  be  a&fled  whh  great  and  vgivS\a\ 
things.   O  Chriflian !  if  thou  be  o^e  that  converfeft  with  the  thongbts 
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ofthk  lote^  rliou  canft  not  but  admire  it ;  and  tiic  mcKv  tfa«Hifludieft;i 
the  Biore  dill  wilt  th'ou  be  adonilbed  at  it.  And  anotoiig.tfae  flOAHV 
ivondei^  tl^at  ivill  appear  ia  the  love  of  Cbrift,  thele  two  wiU  molt  of 
all  aSidt  tbec,  viz* 

I.  Tbat -ever  it  pitched  at  firft  on  tliee# 

%.  That  ft  is  not,  by  fo  maiiy  fins,  quepcbed  towards  thee. 

1.  It  is  admirable,  that  ever  the  love  of  Chriftpttcfhed  at  >firA  lipon 
thee ;  for  are  there  not  millions  in  the  world,  of  fweeto-  tempers^ 
and  better  conftitutions  than  thyfelf,  whom  it  hath  pailed  by,  and  yet 
embraced  thee  ?  <  Lord,  (faid  the  difciples  j  how  1$  it*  that  jJ^ovLwUt 
nianifeft  thyfetf  uAto  us,  and  not  unto  the  world?*  John  xlv.  i2. 
Surely  he  did  not  fet  hb  love  upon  thee,  nor  chufe  thee,  becaufe  thou 
waft  better  than  others,  but  becaufe  he  loved  thee. 

2.  It  is  admirable,  that  his  love  to  thee  is  not  extlngui&ed  by  fo 
many  fins,  as  thou  hail  committed  againft  him.  Lay  thy  hand,  Chrif- 
tian,  this  day  vpon  thy  |ieart,  gud  betbink  thyfj^HF,  jiow  many  have 
been  the  provocatiofis,  wrongs,  and  diflionours  thoti  haft  been  guilty 
of  againft  thy  God,  and  that  fince  he  called  thee  by  his  grace,  and  fet 
Iiis  love  upon  thee.  What,  and  yet  love  thee  ftill!  Yea,  notwith- 
ftanding  allj  he  is  ftill  thy  God,  and  loves  th^e  with  an  jini^hangeable 
lore.  O,  with  how  many  notwithftandings  is  hb  love  continued  to 
thy  foul !  All  this  is  juft  matter  of  admiration  and  wonder  for  ever. 

3.  Is  the  love  of  Chrift paft  knowled^,  an  unfearchable  love? 
Then  learn,  whence  and  why  it  is,  that  the  fouls  of  believers  never 
are,  nor  can  be  tired,  in  beholding  and  enjoying  Jefus  Chrift*  We 
ufe  to  fay,  one  thing  is  tirefome  \  and  it  is  very  true,  if  it  be  an  earth- 
ly thing,  it  will  be  fo,  how  fweet  or  excellent  foever  it  feems  at  firft  : 
And  the  reafon  is,  becauie  the  beft  creature-enjoymeirt  Jb  but  a  (hal- 
low thing,  and  a  few  thoughts  will  ibund  it  to  the  bottom  \  and  there 
being  n6  fupply  kA  new  matter,  to  feed  the  huhgr|r  foul  upon,  it  b 
quickly  fated  and  cloyed  with  the  repetition  of  the  fame  thing  over 
aQ(iover.  But  h  b  far  otherwile  in  Chrift :  For  though  he  be  but  one, 
yet  in  that  one  thing aU  things  are  virtually  and  eminently  contained; 
fo  that  every  day  he  Teems  a  new  Chrift  for  fweethefs,  and  ycjt  is  the 
fime  Chrift  ftill.  And  in  heaven  the  redeemed  fhall  view  him  with 
as  much  Kvonder,  and  love  him  with  as  much  ardour,  after  millions 
of  years,  as  they  did  at  their  firft  fight  of  him.  O,  tiiere  b  no  bot- 
tom in  the  love  of  Chrift ;  it  pafieth  knowledge. 

4.  In  a  word ;  Beftow  your  beft  and  chiefefft  loVe  upon  Chrift, 
vhofe  love  to  you  pafieth  all  knowledge.  Let  no  Creature  be  loved 
cqu^ly  with  Chrift  $  but  as  his  love  to  you  pstfeth  all  creatures-love^ 
fo  let  yours  to  him  be  a  matchlefs  love. 

Believer  ;  Chrift  feves  thee  with  an  unfearchable  love  \  he  loves 
thee  more  than  the  deaceft  friend,  that  if  as  tbmi  ^%onfii4^  loves  thee. 
-He  loves  thee  more  than  thou  loveft  thy  childt  or  the  wife  of  thy  bc^ 
fom;  fnorethan  thy  fcmi  lovts  dijr  body,  with  which  it  is  fo  fattimate- 
iy  united :  And  v/ik  thou  content  tbyfcif  wUk  fia^hpoor^  ttanrowi^fo- 
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0iifs  afifedtions  to  Jefus  Chrift  ?  O  look  upon  him  this  daj  in  his  red 
garments  !  Behold  him  in  the  ftrength  of  hU  lovci  breaking  through 
the  curie  of  the  iaw»  the  wrath  of  God,  the  agonies  -of  death,  to 
bring  home  the  fruits  of  his  eternal  Iotc  to  thy  foul ;  and  whihlthoti 
art  beholding*  and  nmiing  upon  it,  let  thy  heart  melt,  thy  eyes  drop, 
and  thy  very  foul  cry  out^  *  Behold  how  he  loved  me  !  Blefled  be 
God  tor  Jefus  Chrift/  ^ 


A   FAMILIAR 

CONFEREN'CE 

BETWEEN  A 

MINISTER  AND  A  DOUBTING  CHRISTXAI^r. 

COMCE&mNG  THE 

SACRAMENT  OF  THE  LORD's  SUPPER. 

rt^a:  t  O  ^  ^>  ^'^  **  °**y  ^  "®  interruption  to  yoor  fiudics,  I 
C/^tf«.]  ^  ^^^,^  ^  gi^^  ^^  y^  rcfolved  of  feveral  doubts,  that 

ari&  in'  my  mind,  about  receiving  the  blefTed  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper. 

MinjfierJ]  <  I  (ball  be  very  glad  to  contribute  anything  for  remor- 
ing  thofe  fcruples  v/hich  may  difliu'b  you  upon  that  account ;  thcI^ 
fore,  pray  go  on.' 

Cbriftian^l  Sir,  I  have  heard  many  fermons,  ^nd  read  feveral 
difcourfe5»  which  do  much  urge  and  declare  the  neceffity  <rf  coeunu- 
nicating.  in  this  blefled  ordinance  $  and  yet  I  durft  never  prefume  to 
join  therein. 

Minifter^l  *  Have  you  then  hitherto  lived  in  the  neglect  of  this 
important  duty/ 

ChriftianJ]  To  fpeak  freely,  Sir,  I  never  yet  did  communicate 
therein  all  my  life  %  becaufe  I  have  much  queftioned,  whether  I  were 
worthy  to  receive  that  blefled  and  holy  fcal,  to  the  glory  of  God, 
and  my  own  edification  and  comfort ;  fince  I  never  truly  tmderfiood 
the-inftitution,  nature,  adminiflration,  and  ends  of  It,  nor  the  qua* 
locations  of  thofe  who  are  to  be  partakers  tbereof|  according  to  the 
appoiotment  ot  Jefus  Chrift, 
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Min^ir.'l  «  WcU  then,  I  hope,  if  thcfc  things  be  plainly  open- 
ed to  you,  it  may  conduce  to  fatisfy  your  fcruplcs.* 

Chr^ian:]  Sir,  I  fliall  receive  Four  inftruftions  with  thankfulncfi, 
and,  if  my  heart  deceive  me  not,  (hall  rejoice  in  the  light  and  know* 
ledge  that  I  may  gain  thereby.    I 

Mjnj/len.ll  *  Let  us  then,  Jirjl,  enquire  into  the  qualifications  of 
a  iihcere Chriftian  in  general}  zAd^'/econdfyt  of  the  qaalifications  of 
fuch  ChriOians,  as  are  meet  to  partake  of  the  Lord's  fupper  $  for 
they  are  diftinft,  and  fometimes/Teparate.' 

Chrj/HanJ}  I  hope,  in  doing  this,  you  will  much  help  me  to  judge 
of  my  prefent  ftate  andxonditioh  God-ward.  And  now,  in  the  firft 
place,  pray  inform  me,  how  J  may  know  if  I  am  a  fincere  Chriftian* 

Mim/lerJ]  <  All  true  believers,  among  other  graces,  have  fuch  a 
knowledge  of  God  in  Chrid,  as  works  by  love,  and  ftirsupin  them 
an  eameft  ftudy  of  the  will  of  God,  and  a  fincere  endeavour  to  Uve 
in  the  faith,  knowledge)  and  pra£ttce  of  it.! 

Chri/lian,^  Sir,  I  cannot  boaft  of  my  knowledge  ;  yet,  by  the 
grece  of  God  (hewed  to  me,  tbofe  conceptions  which  I  have  of  God 
m  Chrift,  have,  I  hope,  lo  far  prevailed  upon  me,  that  to  live  in  the 
knowledge,  love,  and  enjoyment  of  him,  and  to  have  my  all  devo* 
ted  to  his  vrilland  praife,  is  all  ther  heaven  that  I  defire  in  this  worldj 
and  a  great  part  pf  th^t  which  I  hope  for  in  the  world  to  Come. 

MimAer.2  <  Thefe  are  good  figns  of  a  real  and  renewed  change 
in  your  foul,  and  fo  donbtlefs  have  wrought  good  difpofitions  in  you; 
^f  which  you  have  had  evidence  in  your  heart,  and  have  made  it  ap- 
pear  in  your  life  and  anions.* 

ChrtBian,']  I  would  be  loth  to  flatter  myfelf ;  but  yet  I  hope,  that 
I  find  fome  delight  in  the  word  of  God,  both  read  and  preached  t 
and  iiO  ferioufly  meditate  thereon,  that  I  may  <  grow  in  grace,  and  in 
the  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrifl  our  Lord/  And  thougjh  I  am  fbme- 
times  tempted  with  vile  and  vain  thoughts,  yet  I  endeavour  to  flifle 
them,  apd  my  heart  rifes  againft  them.  I  thank  God,  I  flrive  torefift 
the  firft  motions  to  fin,  and  avoid  alloccafions  of  evil;  and  I  am  never 
more  uneafy,  than  when  I  happen  into  the  company  of  prophane  and 
ill  people,  having  an. hatred  to  lying,  obfcetie  and  filthy  diicourfes, 
fwearing,  curfing,  and  ali  dilhonourable  reflexions  upon  God  and  god^ 
lineis.  I  make  confcjen^e  of  taking  up  a  (lander  againft  my  neigh- 
bour (  and  to  be  ju^,  and  to  do  good  to  all,  according  to  my  ability, 
and  *  to  walk  in  all  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  blamelefs/^ 

Minsfier.'\  « If  theftj  be  the  firuits  and  eflTe^b  of  yoor  faith,  it  is  not 
a  dead  faith ;  yet  we  muft  not  reft  upon  our  own  works,  or  righteoufr 
nefs,  for  juftification',  merit,  or  fatisfadion ;  becaufe  it  will  be  deroga- 
tory to  the  merits  and  righteoufnels^of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  dangerous  to 
cur  own  fouls/ 

Cbri/liatt.2  Sir,  I  know  right  well,  there  is  no  juftification,  but  by 
the  bipod  of  Jefuf  f  neither  dare  I  truft  to  my  own  righteoufnefs,  but 
to  his  only^for  the  pardon  and  remifiion  of  my  fins,    Aqd  if  by  grace 
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I^am  efiftbfed  lo  bring  forth  aiiy  fruk  tne^t  fyf  i  gofpel  fftilfa,  r€|peiit- 
aace,  and  love;  thcfe  I  bicfs  God  for,  as  a  pait  <^  mj  duty  and  hap- 
pibeia,  aad  dcfii^  to  look  on  them  as  proofs  of  faitht  (if  they  are  t?or- 
thy  to  be  fuch)  aad  no  .ochcrwife. 

Minifter,'^  <  This  is  well.  But  do  yoQ  find  your  foul  always  in  a 
good  firame  aad  temper,  wichouc  hikings,  flip$»  or  cs^curfions?' 

Cirjfiian.^  Siri  I  dare  not  fay  I  do :  for  I  muft  with  lorrow  ac- 
kiiowkdjget  that  at  fomctimes  my  thoughts  are  polluted,  my  words 
are  unfavoury,  without  edificationi  my  a&ions  not  adomfaig  the  doc- 
trine of  the  goTpel  of  God  my  Saviour ;  but  fuch  as  t  fear  may  prove 
^  ^ief  and  foare  to  others.  My  fpirituat  reliih  of  God'is  word  is  very 
inUpid,  and  its  authority  not  fo  fenfibly  powerful )  fo  that  I  am  nn- 
i^y  to  any  thing  that  is  good,  even  lUoc  a  dead  man**  as  if  my  reli- 
^n  bad  no  life  nor  foul  in  it. 

Minifi^*"]  •  WeH  i  but  when  you  thus  falj  into  fin,  or  £»}  in  your 
duty,  what  do  you  Jtbink  of  yourielf  and  wayi^?  How  are  you  tScSl* 
^d  therewith  V 

Cl>rifiiam'}  When  I  am  in  this  deplorable  condition,  my  ibid  is 
inuoh  difturfo^,  my  joy  and  peace  of  confcience  are  gone :  but  when 
I. am  a  little  rouzed  out  of  this  finful  letbargy,  my  heart  is  then  meh- 
^d  with  ibrrow  for  my  folly  and  mifcarrSage,  and  I  addttrfs  myfelf  to 
God  ivitb  the  greateft  fear  and  Ihamci  humUy  imploring  him  to  rr- 
0tew  0  rigbt  Sfiirii  wtiin  me» 

ifcfi>ii^*r.]  ♦Well,  friend,  if  your  confoeoce  confirms  what  yoor 
toDgurbas  utteredi  you  have  exprefftd  enough  to  evidence  the  fhv- 
cerity  of  your  obedience  to  God,  and  that  you  are  a  found  believer^ 
ftad  a  fincere  convert.  And  I  hope  you  havefaith  alfo  in  Jcfus  Chriil', 
the  mediator ;  without  a  due  rcfpeA  to  whom  our  faith  and  good 
jiffeftions  will  not  deferve  the  name  of  beiilg  truly  evangelical  and 
faving/ 

Chtj/Han.']ThT<iti^  grace,  I  defire  to  acknowledge  and  embrace  the 
Xord  Jefos  Cbrjft,  upon  the  terms  on  which  he  xs-oflered  in  the  gof* 
pel ;  to  believe  all  his  do£lrines,  as  my  teacher  and  guide  s  to  triifl:  and 
depend  upon  him,  as  the  *<  Htgh-priefl:  of  our  profeffion,  who  makes 
atonement ^by  his  facrifice  and  intercciSon."  And  i  defire  tofubmit 
to  hm  government,  as  iiord  and  King  of  his  church. 
.  Mif^yUr.']  *  Thefe  are  very  confiderable  attainments,  and  incbde 
the  fubAance  of  faving-fatth.  But  are  ye  fenfible  how  you  arrived  to 
this  good  difpofition  and  frame  of  mind  ?  Do  you  imagine  it  was  na- 
tural to  you,  or  the  refult  of  the  improvement  of  yotir  nfitural  reafon, 
poworS)  or  faculties  ?" 

.  Chriftianr^  Oh»  ^^  I  dare  by  no-means  afcribe  diat  to  nature,  which 
is  only  the  efl^  of  divine  grace.  If  I  have  any  meafure  of  fandific3- 
tion,  it  IS  only  by  the  gift  and  grace  of  God;  for  I  have  had  too  much 
^Bfperience,  that  by  nature  I  am  alive  to  vanity  and  (in ;  but  dead  ^nd 
l]felef$  to  God,  and  to  aH  ireal  goodoefs ;  that  I  am  darkneft  \  folk 
fi9^iicth  my  foul  ^  1  i^  at  enmity  wiib  God»  and  idtog^ther  usaUe 
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to  wi)l»  or  to^do'what  bpleafing  ki  ki$  eyiK  \  h«wg  %  ptAt/Mt^^ 
riety  in  my  bcart  to  the  way  of  faJLvs^doa  propofed  ia  the  tfdifA  df 
Chrift. 

MimRer^l  «  And  have  you  talceti  lip.  firoog  veTolisfbflSi  ftat,  by 
the  lielpof  God|land  the  a^ftaaeeof  his  ble^  Spirit,  you  wiA  ea^ 
dea^our  to  perfsvere  in  the  f^th  and  prafijioe  vriiieb  you  fasiFe  notr 
declared».t9  your  life's  end  V 

ChrWaHr\  Sir»  there  is  nothing*  that  I  more  dread  than  apoftatis* 
ing»  or  relaxing  in  my  daty  and  pto&S^xk%  and  that  I  flioaU  haivo  a 
bac^flidinj  heart  from  the  Lord )  and  I  earneftiy  watch  and^  pra^  a- 
gakift  every  fymptom  and  degree  thereof. 

AlimA^r,'}  •  Do  yon  think,  that  by  your  own-ftrength  abd  aUlity, 
you  have  po\^er  to.preferve  and  continue  in  the  faith  add-  obedience 
of  the  gofpel^  againft  the  many  tetnptations  aod  eorruptioot  fhot  ai* 
fault  11$,  and  the  lamsmable  mUcarriages  of  thofe  who  feemed  pillars 
in  the  houfe  of  God  ?' 

Chrifhan.']  I  have  no  confidence  in  my  own  aUlity,  Sir,  I  afltire 
you^  b(K  do  wholly  rely  on  the  Rock  that  is  higher  thm  1$  e^ea 
upon  him -who  hath  pr^oo^ed,  that'  he  miWpsrftQ  a  good  iwark  hgun  t$ 
thd  daj  of  Chrifi.  I  rdt  upon  hinHj  who  is  the  author  andfiffifber  cf  our 
faith 'j  I  beg  his  holy  Spirit,  to  inftruft^  guide,  affid,  and  comfort  mck 
And  I  eameftly  deCre  aad  purpofe,  -(by  the  grace  of  Gdd>  toezpeft 
thofe  aids,  in  a  conftant  and  univerfal  attendance  npon  God  in  his  or- 
dinances, with  an  honeft,  humble,  and  believing  heart** 

Minifffr*'}  Thefe  are  all  plain  evidences  of  the  faving  grace  of  God: 
which  I  befeech  the  Lord  may  always  continue,  and  grow  in  your 
heart )  that  (o  you .  may  have  a  full  aSurance  of  his  love^  wha  hath 
dealt  fo  gracioufly  with  you.' 

ChrifiianJ]  The  Lord  gi'ani,  that  iii  the  fen&  of  his  love  to  my 
foul,  I  may  walk  worthy  of  iu9  grace.  And  now.  Sir,  by  what.hn 
been  faid,  do  you  think  I  may  prefume  to  feed  on  Jefus  Chrift  afc  his 
table,  and  receive  that  blefled  feal  of  my  Redeemer's:  love  \ 

Mim/ier^'\  *  You  know  I  told  you»  that  a  man  may  be  a  tvofe 
Chriilian,  and  yet  may  not  be  fit  to  partake  of  tbia  holy  ordinance : 
becaufe  he  may  beKeve  untafalvacion,  aod  yet  be  fo  ignorant  of  this 
myftery,  as  not  to  be  able  to  make  a  due  application  of  it  to  his  own 
fouL' 

Chr^ian.'}  Ah,  Sir,  I  would  willingly  be  informed,  what  vs  ne- 
ceiTary  to  be  done  by  a  found  believer,  in  order  ta^he  partaking  of 
this  bldTcd  ordinance  ? 

Mini/ier.'\  *  Birfiy  He  muft  confider,  that  the  elements  and  matter 
of  this  ordinance,  are  not  common  bread  and  wine  after  confecration^ 
but  fet  apart  to  a  holy  ufe,  and  fo  to  be  received  with  an  holy  under- 
ftaii^ng  and  fear.  And  therefore  the  Corinthians  were  blamed  by 
the  apoftle,  for  their  ignorance  and  irreverence,  i  Cor.  xi.  Again> 
that  thefe  elements^  fo  bleffrd  and  fet  apart  by  Chrifl's  appointment^ 
do  r^rrefeat  a  crucified  Redeoner  %  aad  we  are  to  partake  of  them 
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with  \0P9ti  at  1  memoriat  eS  his  death ;  and  with  Tatthi  as  the  fcal  0/ 
tke-^iiHei  And  the  means  appdnted  by  6od»  to  tonvr^  the  benefits 
ofChrif^  crucified  to  the  Toul/ 

Cir^nJ^  Sffi*  thefc  confidefations  raSfc  up  my  dcfii^s'to  come  to 
tilt  iJord'^  taUfj  which  I  hope  to  be  a  partaker '  of/ withHh^  fame 
fehtittetltfl  that  you  have  now  hid  before  me ;  and  that  I  fliali  lead 
mine  eyes  on  that- bveif  objed,  which  is  fo  full  of  love  |  aUd  that 
tny  eyt  wi)lfedefplyaff(f6^  my  heart  toward  my  hdy  Redeemer,  that 
I  may  nieet  with  taf  blefled  Iiord  in  all  the  ways  of  his  apTpointment. 

•  iiM/kr  ]  ''Again ;  yon  ought  to  fet  yoiir  foul  upon  feljf-^iamina- 
tk>n»  that  fo  you  may  be  (enfible  of  your  wantif  and  defbAs,  and  dome 
to  Chrift  for  a  fiypply  of  the  graces  of  his  holy  Spirit ;  that  you  may 
exercife  fsdth^  love,  repentance,  and  all  other  gr&c^,  with  fuch 
warlDth  and  vigotir,  that  Jefos  Chrif^  may  delight  in  you,  and  you 
in  him  ;  and  there  may  be  a  mutual  and  joyful  renewing  of  your  co- 
venant of  love  and  obedience  to  your  blefled  Saviour. 

•  CbrHlioHq  Sir,  we  cannot  fuppofe  that  there  fhoUld  be  the  aflings 
and  exercifes  of  gtace,  where  the  habits  sire  wanting,  no  mOi^  than 
there  can  be  motion  without  life  t  but  it  is  ufually  faid,  that  the  holy 
fiacrament  is  a  quickening,  cheriihing,  comforting,  and  confirming 
ordinanee. 

Miniffir.J '*tio  doubt  but  the  worthy  prepared  r^cciveri  of  this 
blefled  banquet,  have  by  a  due  participation  fodnd  their  love  Inflamed, 
their  faith  ibrengthened,  their  obedience  confirmed,  thdr  humility 
'{ncFeaied  s  ib  that  they  have  ^appeared  vile  in  their  own  *iight,  and 
have  had  an  utter  deteflation  of  all  fin,  and  an  eameft  expcflatiod 
Und  defir^  after  thb  glorious  appearance  of  their  blefleid  Ldrd  and 
Redeemet*/  •      '  .        *« 

^  CbfiSianJ  Sir,-  ffnce  thi  benefits  and  blcffings  are  f6  'great,  it 
makes  me  (he  incM  earneftly  long  to  be  a  communicant  in  thcfe 
facred  myfteries 

MtmHerJ^  It  is  the  duty  of  aH'Chrift's  minifters,  to  give  the 
laeramental -bread  of  life,  and  th^  cup  6f  corifolation,'  to  tlibfe  who 
hunger  and  thii-ft  aft^r  Jefus  Chrift,  and  hk  rightebufeefs  inA  king- 
dom* And  now  I  have  told  you  youi*  duty,  I  (hall  be  wiUing  to 
declare  to  you  the  nature  and  the  ctrcnmflances  of  this  bleirc;d  ordin- 
ance/ 

Ciri/lian.']  Sir,  I  muft  confefs  I  am  not  fo  well  inftruAed  hereio ; 
andifi  may  not  be  tootroubleibme,  would  be  very  glad  to  underftand 
what  this  holy  brdinance  is,  and  why  it  is  call  a  facrament. 

•  •  MifMer.']  <  It'  is  a  fcal  of  the  covenant  of  Gc^  in  Ohrifl:,  where- 
in* by  certain  cntward  flgns,  inltituted  by  our  Saviour;  Chrift  and 
ail  his  benefits  are  fignificd,  conveyed,  and  fealed  to  the  worthy  re- 
ceiver. The  word  facrament  hath  been  anciently  ufed,  both  to  fig- 
nify  baptilm  and  the  fupper  of  the  Lord ;  and  was  taken  up  by  the 
ancient  fathers^  from  the  oath  by  which  the  Roman  foldiers  were 
fvorn  to  their  duty^  and  were  not  admitted  ta  be  ioldieiiSi  until  tiicy 
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had  folemnlj  taken  that  oath  or  facranieiit,:  It  is  called  hj  ttfttA 
other  names  in  fcriptUrCy  naoiei/i  breaking  of  bread,  A£ls  ii.  42* 
the  Lord's  table^  i  Cor«  x.  %i.  the  cammuniony  i  dor.  t.  16/ 

Chriffiajt.^  Pray,  Sir,  how  miny  facramemd  were  intUtuted  under 
the  New  Teftament,  and  bjr  whofe  authority  were  they  appointed  ?  . 

Miniffer,^  *  There  are  only  two,,  baptifm,  and  the  Lord's  Tapper  2 
and  thqr  were  ordained  by  the  fole  and  immediate  authority  of  Jefut 
Chrift ;  and  thofe  other  five  which  the  Papifts  have  added,  and  called 
by  that  name,  as  order,  or  ordaining  of  prieAs,  pennancci  marriage^ 
confirmation,  and  extreme  un&ion,  or  anointing  at  the  Hour  of  death  $ 
all  thefe  were  neither  immediately  inftituted  by  ChriH,  nor  have  the 
proper  ends  of  a  facrament/ 

Chriaidn,'}  What  itt  thii  dfemeats  to  be  nfed  in  the  facrament  of 
the  Lord^s  fupper  ? 

Minj/tir.2  '  Bread  aild  winct  suid  no  other,  Luke  zxii.  19,  20* 
And  all  communicants  are  to  receive  both  of  them,  notwithdanding 
the  bold  4nd  facrileglous  pra£kice  of  the  Papids,  who  give  the  people 
the  bread,  or  wafer  only,  noric  but  the  prieft  receiving  both  tic 
bread  and  the  wbe...  And  thia  without  any  (bund  reaion,  or  icrip*- 
ture  warrant ;  and  they  may  as  well  corrupt,  totally  aboiifli,  car  add 
to  any  of  the  ordinances  and  inftitiidons  of  Chnft-  Jefti^,  as  prefume 
to  do  this/ 

Cbrijiian.2  What  refcmblancc  or  congruity  is  there  between  bread 
and  wine,  the  figns,  and  what  is  fignified'hy  them  in  the  Lord'k 
fupper? 

Mihi/hr.2  <  Bre:id  ii  fo  necefiary,  that  it  is  often  put  for  alLkind 
of  food,- and  neceflariesj  and  the  leaft  morfel  of  it  is  completely 
bread.  Thus  Chrift  is  food,  tod  all  necefiapes  to  the  foul }  and  every 
worthy  communicant  receives  a  whole  and  complete  Chrift :  And  as 
com  is  not  bread,. till  it  be  bruifed  or  ground ;  To  Jefiis  Chrift  had 
not  been  food  for  us,  if  he  had  not  been  bruiled  with  wotindf  and  for- 
row.  And  as  bread  is  the  conunon  food  of  all  people,  fo  is  Jefiis 
Chrift  of  all  real  Chriftians.  Again,  as  bread  being  a  folid  body* 
niay  properly  denote  the  body  of  Chrift  ^  fo  wine,  being  liquid,  may 
^ptefent  his  blood  :  And  as  wine  is  prdOed  h-om  the  grape,  fo  the 
blood  of  Jefus  was  forced  out  by  his  agony,  and  the  wounds  of  the 
crofs.* 

Chrlftian.']  May  not  the  bread  and  wine  at  our  common  tables  fig- 
^fy  the  fame  thing  i 

Mimfiir.l  *  No  j  becaufe.this  is  folcmnly  let  apart*  and  confcci^ted 
to  facramental  ufe  by  prayer  and  bleffing,  and  by  applying  the  words 
of  our  dear  Redeemer  uled  in  the  inftitutton  of  this  ordinance.' 

Chnfttan^l  Ls  not  tho  bread  and  wine  after  confecration  tranfub- 
ftantiated,.  or  transformed  from  tbcfubftancc  of  bread  and  wine,  iAto 
the  r^al  fubftance  and  eftenceof  the  body  and  blood  of  otir  Savionr \ 
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fincc  Girift's  own  words  arc.  This  is  my  hdy^  3cc    TUs  is  mjhkdp 
&c. 

Miniftir.'^  <  No^  by  ae  flieaiK ;  this  lieing  a  Fopifli  error,  aftend* 
ed  with  niKiy  abfiirdities  and  idolatroas  praAiccs.  8ut  it  bthe  body 
and  blood  of  Chrift»  iti  the  fesfe  that  Cbr'ift  fpake  k  >  but  he  did 
not  fay.  Thb  is  no  longer  bread  b  fubftance,  bot  the  very  fubftance 
of  loy  bod^.  And  fnch  ^^afea  are  often  nfed  m  ficrtpture,  and  yet 
not  always  ^  be  taken  in  a  ftri&  fenfe,  no  more  than  tliat  *  Rock  waa 
Chrifty  and  I  am  tke  troe  tsoe,  the  door,  the  ihepfaerd/  8rc.  Motd* 
over,  Chiaft  intended  it  £br  a  faerafnenli  that  is,  a  fign  of  what  it  r&» 
prefents ;  now  it  cannot  be  the  real  bddy  of  Chrift,  and  the  fign  of 
it  alfo.  Again,  oar  fenfes  of  feeing,  fmelling,  and  tafting,  afi&e  ua 
that  it  is  bread  and  wme,  and  no.  way  fididanthlly  changed  after  the 
words  of  confecration.  And  if  we  mod  deny  our  fen£9t*  in  this,  mt 
waxj  as  wdl  doubt  whether  tfade  words,  TUs  is  nj  bod}^  Sk.  bt  re- 
jponied  in  iioly  fcripture,  though  we  fee  them  there/ 

Cbrijiim.^  If  the  bread  and  wine  be  not  the  body  smd  blood  of 
Chrift  jwally  and  fubftantiaHy,  how  then  doth  the  true  beKever,  in  r&- 
earing,  eattag,  and  drinkhig  tiienif  Koeife,  cat,  and  drink  the  body 
and  blood  of  Chria? 

Jihfffttr,^  <  JSfy  recetving  thofe  elenoents  {a  oonfecrafeed,  as  %ns, 
feals,  and  conveyances  of  Chrift  and  his  benefits  to  the  fonlj  asbdn 
Iroe  Cbriftian  hath  Ihem  conveyed  to  hiHi  thereby,  as  really  as  a  wri- 
:tingnnder  hand,  feal,and  witnefles,  can  convey  lands,  or  other  boic- 
fits,  which  are  not  realty  in  the  writings  themfelves.* 
!  Chri/Han.']  What  aire  the  aaions  of  dke  Miniftcr,  in  ^dfiMriAering 
this  oi^kianoe  i 

Miniftsr.'l  <  After  Ueffihg  the  bread,  he  breaks  it,  and  delivers  it 
tsd  (he  commnnicaats  in  the  words  of  Jefus  Chrilb,  figmfying  therdqr 
a.  crucified  Jefiis,  who  was  wounded  for  oor  tranfgrcmons.  He  thea 
pottts  oat  the.wine  in  the  fight  of  the  eongregatioo,  and  ddivers  that 
is>,  them  alfo,  after  bkffing  it  in  the  words  of  Chrift.  And  &creby  is  re* 
preientcd  to  us,  our  dear  Redeemer  fhedding  his  Uood  for  us  ;  which 
is  the  facrlSce  of  atonement,  whereby  we  obtain  remiffion  of  fins* 
In  which  aAion,  the  minifter, ,  (landing  in  Chrift's  ftead,  as  his  min^ 
^  |er»  (wherein  Qirift  is  prefent,  and  by  his  Spirit  and  aothority )  doth 
^  as  really  tender  and  beftow  hiolfelf  and  benefits,  as  If  he  had  fpoken 
l^e  fame  words  in  his  own  vifibie  perfon/ 

CbrifitanS]    But  fay  fome,  fince  our  Saviour  reftrained  this  ordi« 
\  nance  to  th^  time  of  his  coming  \  he  being  come  in  fhe  Spirit,  ic  is 
now  at  an  end,  and  abolilhed. 

Minifier.^  '  If  thefe  enthufiafts  mean  the  coanng  of  theSjpirit,  ia 
its  £m£lifyiog  operations;  then  it  feems,  that  it  was  appolated  only  for 
unbelievers ;  and  that  the  difciples,  who  communicated  with  Chrift 
at  ihe  inftitution  thereof,  had  not  the  Spirit,  but  were  unbelievers  ^ 
which  IS  falfe  and  abfurd.  If  they  mean  the  extraordinary  gifts  of 
the  Spirit^  or  the  pouring  ic  forth  in  an  extraordinary  meafure  j  the 
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fimflk^  of  the  apoftles  and  the'chuech  of  God,  both  at  diat  timffj 
and  loog  afteri  wjQI  abundantly  contradiA  that  aflertiop ;  A£b  iL  42* 
I  Cor.  X.  16.' 

Cbrifliao.'^  What  are  the  benefits  that  Chrift  gives^  and  we  receive, 
in  this  ordioaiice? 

MimAer.^  <  The  eiiLeretie  and  iaareaie  of  every  {[race}  thecleanf* 
iog  our  (buls  froxn  the  guilt  of  fin ;  healing  the  wounds  which  &V 
bath  made  in  our  confciences  \  %  confirmalioa  of  the  truth  and  pro- 
miies'of  God ;  an  humble  ai^d  holy  delight  in  ChrifV,  and  our  fello\r 
Chrifiiapil  1^  and  a  mpre  eameft  Ibnging  for>  and  expeAation  of,  the 
ble^daeis  oi  the  life  to  come :  And  in  au  ordiQance  chiefly  intended 
for  coofirmation  of  our  faith,  Iove»  and  increafe  in  grafe^  fo  that  no 
perlbo  oiight  to  come  thereunto,  but  in  faith/ 

Chrj/lian  ^  What  are  the  oecei&ry  preparations  for  this  folemn  or- 
dinance? 

Mitti/l^r,'}  <  (|.)  Tbatamanhave  the  halMt  of  faith.  {x.\  That 
he  hi|¥e  an  hearty  difpofitioo  and  wiUingnefs>  to  receive  Chrift  as  his 
liord  and  Redeemer.  (3.)  That  he, be  in  charity  with  all  men ;  Joha 
}•  7*  ^atth.  XV.  a6.  We  muft  al(b  exercife  renewed  a£ls  of  repen^- 
ance,  and  clear  up  our  intered  in  Cbrift|  and  have,  our  fouls  full  of 
faith  and  |ove  toward  him.' 

Cirt/lwn.']  Sir>  thtre  is  <mQ  feripture  that»  I  believe^  difcouragef 
m^ny  firom  partakin>2  of  the  tiord's  tables  neither  do  I  indeed  well 
uodarftand  it :  i  Cor.  xi*  27,  %S,  29.  <<  Whofoever  (hall  eat  this 
fareadj  aad  drink  this  cup^  of  the  I<Qrd  qnworthily,  (hall  be  guilty  of 
the  iHtdj  ai^d  bi^d  of  the  I^ord.  But  let  a  man  examine  himfelf, 
and  (b  let  him  eat  of  that  bread)  and  drink  of  that  cup.  For  he  that 
cateth  wd  drinketh  unworthilyi  eateth  and  drinketh  damnation  (or 
judgment)  to  himfetf^  not  difceruing  the  Iiord's  body.** 

Mim^trJl  <  I  am  indeed  of  the  opioion,  that  the  want  of  right  uti- 
derftandupg  this  (cripturef  has  been  a  ftumbnng  block  to  many,  and 
fo  I  (1^1  endeavour  briefly  to  explain  it.  The  apoftle  here  truly  re- 
prefentSj^  a^ J  very  much  aggravates  the  danger  ol  unworthy  receiving 
this  holy  facrament :  but  he  does  not  deter  the  Corinthians  from  it^ 
becaufe  they  had  ibqaetimes  come.to  ic  without  dqe  reverence;  but  tx^ 
horts)  them,  to  amend  what  bad  been  amif^j  and  tq  come  better  prei» 
pared  and  difpoied  for  the  future.  And  therefore,  after  that  terrible 
declaration,  that  <<  Whofoever  (hall  eat  this  breads  «  and  drink  this 
0|p  of  the  L(Hrd/'  &c.  He  does  not  add^  therefore  let  Chriflians  take 
heed  of  coming  to  the  Lord's  table  %  but  let  them  come  prepared|  and 
with  due  reverence ;  not  as  to^  acoromojQ  meal,. but  tp  a  folemn  par- 
ticipation of  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift :  <<  But  let  him  examine 
hiiniclf  ^  and  fo  let  htm  eat  of  that  bres^d,  and  drink  of  that  cup/*  For 
if  this  be  a  good  reafon  to  abftain  from  this  ordin-  hce,  for  fear  of  per- 
fbriQiag  it  in  an  undue  manner;  then  a  wicked  man  may  as  well  lay 
a&de  all  other  holy  duties^  as  prayer,  hearing,  and  reading  the  word 
^  Q^  &r  lisar  of  the  unworthy  ufe  of  them  ;  (ince^  Theprajer  cf 
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^ie  wichJ,  (that  is,  one  that  refolves  to  continue  {o)uaB  okmhiaAm 
to  the  Lord  An  J  Chrift  fays,  Take  heed  b<yw  you  hear.  And  the  apoT* 
tic  fajfl,  that  thofe  vhp  vniJL  not  believe  the  gofpei,  it  is  the  favour  ^ 
death  tQ  them :  That  is,  it  is  deadly,  and  damnable  to  fach  perfons. 
Now  there  is  as  much  reaibn  for  men  to  gi?e  over  praying,  or  attend-* 
ing  the  word  of  God»  as  not  td  receive  the  facrament  ^  fince  he  that 
prays  unworthily,  that  is,  without  fpiritual  benefit  and  advantage,  is 
guilty  of  great  contempt  of  God,  and  Jefus  Chrifti  and  aggravates  hb 
own  dapmation ;  as  well  as  he,  who,  by  partaking  of  the  LordVfup* 
per  unworthily,  eats  and  drinbt  bis  own  judgment.  Anct  when  the 
apodle  adds,  <<  But  let  a  aaan  examine  himfelf }  and  (b  let  him  eat 
of  that  bread,  and  drinl^  of  that  cup  s**  It  (eems  clear,  by  the  occafioa 
and  circumftances  of  his  difcouHe,  that  be  does  not  intend  we  ihoold 
examine  our  dnte  of  grace,  whether  we  are  true  believers  or  nOi  and 
fincerely  refolved  to  continue  fo  j  but  he  fpeaks  of  the  a£faial  fitneis 
and  worthinefs  of  the  Corinthians  at  that  time,  when  they  came  to  re- 
ceive the  Lord's  fuppcr.  And  thprefore,  ver,  20.  he  fharply  reproves 
their  irreverent  and  unfuitable  carriage  at  the  Lord's  table;  thej 
coming  ^hereunto  diforderlyj;  one  before  another.  It  was  the  caftom 
of  Chriftians  then,  to  nieet  at  the  feaft  of  charity,  in  which  thej  did 
communicate  with  great  fobriety  and  temperance ;  and  when  that 
was  ended,  they  celebrated  the  Lord's  fupper.  Now,  among  the  Cor- 
itithians,  this  order  was  broken :  Th^  rich  met,  and  excluded  the  poor 
from  this  common  feaft  j  afid  after  an  irregular  ieaft,  |one  after  an- 
other eating  his  own  fupper  as  he  came,)  they  went  to  the  facrament 
in  great  diforder:  One  was  hungry,' having  eaten  nothing  at  all  i  o- 
thers  had  drank  and  eat  intern perately;  and  the  poo^  were  ddTpiied 
and  neglected.  This  the  apoAle  condenms  as  a  great  profanJ^ioo  of 
that  folenin  inftitution,  for  behaving  themfelves  with  as  little  rever^ 
ence,  as  if  it  were  a  common  fupper,  or  feaft  :  And  this  he  calls^  na 
difcerning  the  Lord's  body :  making  no  difference  between  the  facra- 
ment and  a  common  meal ;  whicu  contemptuous  carriage,  he  calls 
eatinir and  drinking  unworthily:  for  which  he  pronounceth  them  guiky 
of  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrjft  *  b^  which  he  tells  them,  they  did  incur 
the  judgment  oif  God,  which'  he  calls  eating  and  drinking  their  own 
judgment  \  for  fo  the  word  iignifies  m  the  Greek,  and  not  eternal  con- 
demnation. It  Is  meaf^t  of  fome  temporal  judgment  and  cbaftifement, 
in  order  to  the  preventine  of  eternal  dapihation :  Which  b  evident 
from  whatfollovrs:  "  He  t^rat  eatcth  an^  drinkc^h  unworthily,  eatcth 
and  drinkerh  judgment  to  himfelf .'*  And  then  he  fays,  <<  For  this 
caufe  n.any  are  wtak  and  £ckly  "ay.ongyou,  and  many  fleep."  That 
is,  for  this  irrcyertnce  of  theirs,  God  fciit  among  them  feveral  dif- 
eafcs,  of  which  iiiany  had  died.  And  then  he  adds,  "For  if  we  would 
judge  ourfelves,  we  ILculd  not  be  judgci**  That  is,  if  we  wofetd 
cenfure  and  examine  ourfclvts,  fo  as  to  be  more  carefu)  for  the  future, 
we  fljould  cfcape  the  judgment  of  God  in  thefe  temporal  punifhrneots. 
^  But  when  we  are  judged,  we  are  cbaftcne^  of  the  Lordj  that  we 
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fliould  not  be  condemned  with  the  world;"  That  iS|  whett  by  neg- 
lecting thus  to  judge  ourfeives,  we  provoke  God  to  judge  us ;  he  in- 
flicts tjbefc  temporal  judgmenXs  upon  us^  to  prevent  our  eternal  damna- 
tion* 

Chrifiian.']  Sir^  I  am  much  obliged  to  700  for  the  fatisfaCKon  ^a 
have  given  me  in  theie  weighty  points,  referring  to  the  Lord's  fupper : 
And  now,  though  in  a  deep  (enie  of  my  great  unworthinefs,  yet  with 
humble  confidence  in  my  dear  Redeemer,  who  gracioufly  invites  alt 
thai  are  heavy  laden  to  come  onto  him  $  I  do  incendy  by  thcf  b}effing  of 
God,  to  addreis  mjfelf  to  the  Lord's  table  the  next  Lord's  day  \  hum- 
bly befeechmg  the  affifiance  of  your  prayers,  that  I  may  not  come 
without  the  nvedding-garment  g  but  may  be  {o  quali^d,  as  to  obtaiQ 
thofe  glorious  privileges  and  bleffings,  which  are  there  reprefentcd  and 
iealed  to  every  worthy  communicant. 


HYMN 

PPOM 

P.OMANS  ▼.  6,  7,  8>  9,  10,  XI. 


6.  1 TT  THEN  we  were  deftitute  of  ftrcngtb, 

YV      Ourfelves  to  hdp  or  favei 
Chrift  for  ungodlinefi,  at  length. 
His  life  a  ranfome  gave. 

7.  For  one  that's  righteous,  we  would  grudge 

To  by  our  life  at  (lake  J 
And  for  a  good  man,  it  were  much 
Such  an  exchange  to  make, 

8.  But  God  his  matchlefi  love  coinmiends^ 

In  that  Chrift  Jefus  dies 
For  us,  when  we  ^tr^  not  his  friends^ 

But  wretched  enemies. 
<j,  Mudi  more,  being  juftify'd,  and  free, 

Thro'  his  own  blood,  frdm  fin  ; 
From  wrath  to  come  we  iav'd  Ihall  be, 

Ev'n  by  the  life  of  him. 

ICf  For  if,  when  enemies,  for  us 

ChriiVs  death  did  end  the  'ftrife ; 
Much  more,  when  reconciled  thus, 
Jie'U  6ve  us  by  his  hfe. 
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II.  Tc4«  more  than  fo,  we  triumph  now 
In  God  with  one  accord, 
tjaving  receiv'd  atonement  through 
Chnft  Jefus  our  own  Lord. 

Wherefore  to  him,  who  is  the  firft 

Begotten  of  the  dead, 
Who  orer  earthly  princes  mvft 

Be  fofireme  liord  smd  Head  t 
SVn  nnta  hhn  who  lov'd  usfo. 

To  wafli  us  IB  hts  Mood, 
And  make  ns  kings  and  prieAs  unto 

His  Father  and  his  God: 
To  him  dominion  therefor«| 

By  us  be  given,  when 
This  prefent  world  (hall  be  no  more  | 

To  which  we  fay,  Amek^ 


!iiiii)nimi^iiiiw|ii 


TH5 

.    REASONABLENESS 

0?. 

PERSONAL  REFORMATION, 

AND  TH^ 

NECESSnr  OF  CONVEHSION: 

The  true  Methods  of  making  all  men  happy  in  this  worldj  and  '>^ 
the  world  to  comcv 

Sfofenablj  di/cour/eJ,  and  earneftly  preffid  upsn  thu  Ikfntitms  aff. 


To  all  fuch  as  are  moft  immediateljr  and  particuktfly  em$motd  in'tbe 
foUowing  treatife,  of  what  rank  or  quaUty  fbever  they  be» 

Gentlemen, 

TWO  of  the  greateft,  iaithfiilleft,  and  moft  intimate  friett<h  m 
the  world,  reafon  and  confcience,  CQmiii?nd  me  bci^  in  their 
names,  courreoafly  to  falote  and  invite  you  kt 
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t)^y  eiimeftly  At&et  three  or  four  hours  ferbus  and  private  cofi-. 
ferenoe  with  you^  about  fome  tery  important  perfonal  concerns  of 
jours,  which  cannot  admit  of  denial,  or  long  delay.  And  if  yoil 
uakeany  triffing  exeufts,  they  hate  commanded  and  inftruQed  me, 
here  to  anfwer  them* 

In  cafe  of  ahfehrte  and  obfttnate  refofiil  to  liear  them^  fbfy  order 
metoidl  yott ;  if  you  wHl  not  talk  with  toe  now,  they  i«nill  t2dkwtth 
you  (hortty,  whether  you  will  or  no.  If  you  fay,  you  are  not  now  aC 
Irifmv,  having  other  bufinefi  to  do$  they  both  deiire  you  to  confi* 
der,  Firlli  You  can  have  no  bufincfi  in  the  world  of  eqtral  impbrt-* 
ance  wkh  thdrs.  Sec^ndljy  That  whatever  other  hwfol  affairs  yott 
arc  purfiif  ng,  their  buflnefi  with  you  will  no  way  dbftru£li,  htit  gretftly 
promote  it.  And,  /^/p,  That  a  greater  perfen  than  any  of  yotf, 
loft  bii  Hfe,  by  pocketting  up  a  letter  at  night,  faying,  TD-*morrow  is 
a  new  day  ;  audit  proved  to  him  indeed  i&/  nnwjpmaf  his  laft  day  i 
he  lofing  by  that  negleA  the  only  opportunity  of  living  longer. 

If  you  demand,  how  your  reafcn  came  to  be  bound  up  in  this  lit' 
tie  book,  and  fay,  that  which  is  reafon  to  this  author,  may  be  folly 
and^Mnienfe  to  you  S  I  am  bid  to  tell  you,  you  are  obliged  firft  to 
read  and  compare ;  elfe  your  own  reafon  will  prefently  call  it  your 
own  fbiiy  and  nonfenfe,  {o  to  pronounce.  Sound  reafon  is  uniformf 
and  like  itfetf  all  the  world  over.  It  is  true,  hws  and  di£bites  equally 
oblige  one,  as  another,  in  like  cafes  and  circumftances* 

If  you  fay,  there  have  been  fome  jars  and  dii^^ufts  belwhit  you,  and 
your  reaibns  and  confciences  ;  you  and  they  have  fallen  out  fo  oft, 
that  you  have  no  great  faecy  to  tooie.iiear  tbcm  in  private,  for  you 
expe£t  nothing  but  harih  and  chiding  language  from  them ;  and 
therefore  are  mr>  by  donfimJal  divei^dffir,  and  qtfkk  (bcieefions  ofi 
bofinefi,  to  maintaio  your  peace,  by  keeping  at  as  great » dtftance 
from  diem  as  you  cais. 

It  Is  their  defirr  yots  fliouM  here  know,  firft^  That  their  debates 
with  you  will  be  as  cahu  and  frieitdty,  as  they  are  feafonable  and  ne^ 
ceffiuy.  Slec(0dfy,  That  they  profeft  (and  yoo  may  believe  them) 
they  neither  do,  nor  can  defign  any  thing  bur  your  g06d.  Tbtrdly, 
That  that  perfon  is  certainly  in  a  very  bdd  cafe,  that  cannot  endure 
to  oonverfo  with  hnfeif.  Fourihi^  That  you  herein  deny  a  civiKty 
to  your  own  reafons  and  confciences,  which  you  dafty  pay  to  flran« 
gers  and  inferkirs.  Atid,  in  a  word,  that  they  defire  a  recondliation 
with  yott  wpoQ  as  fair  and  honourable  terms  as  can  well  be  defired : 
and  t&at  «his  bekig  done,  *  they  will  both  ftick  iuilhfutty  tyy  you  ki  aH 
the  trooUea  and  dangers  of  your  lives,  and  fotk>w  yoU  as  y^er  infe* 
parable  ivsenda,  into  (Uiy  thing  but  ftK 

If  you  fay,  this  ia  biK  a  wheedle,  tadraw  yoo  into  a  book,  that  wtH 
make  yon  fndancholy,  and  periiaps  mad. 

It  is  shcitfeafe  atfdJisdgateiic^tbatofallmen^Hvhig,  you  bavekaft' 
reafoa  to  pnetend  the  one  or  the  other,  kf  Ihis  cafe :  for  they  ana  very 
confidetit,  you  ut  ntfw  in  the  moft  sn^hMKboly  wcvrnftmit  meuP 
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can  ordinarily  be  on  this  fide  hell.  And  for  madnefs  tbsy  defire  ta 
know,  what  you  yourfelves  would  call  that  man,  that  is  running  with 
fiich  poft-ha&e  to  helli  as  will  not  admit  of  two  or  three  hours  ftop 
upon  the  road,  to  prore  himfelf  to  be  no  oiadixiaoj  but  in  his  right 
mind  and  wits  ? 

Moreover,  they  command  me  to  infbnki  you>  it  is  their  defire,  that 
feeing  theur  debates  with  you  wilLnextber  be  tirefome  nor  impertinent, 
you  willpleafe  to- bear  them  out  what  they  have  to  fay  to  you:  aod 
then,  if  you  fluU  find  caufe  tooomplain^  that  your  pleas  and  eicufci 
are  not  fairly  drawn»  or  that  you  have  new  matter  to  furnilh  a  better 
apology ;  they  are  botb  content  you  ihali  have  your  liberty  to  amenJ» 
or  add  what  you  pleafe  \  and  if  they  be  not  able  to  refute  them,  tht/ 
will  give  you  no  further  trouble  or  interruption  hi  your  courfe. 

This,  Gentlemen,  is  what  I  have  in  charge  to  fay  to  you  in  the 
porch  \  and  now,  if  you  pleafe,  the  door  is  open  \  you  may  be  a$ 
private  as  you  will.  They  will  attend  yoo-to  your  bed-chamberi  or 
clofet }  and  I  heartily  wi(b  an  happy  ifiue  to  this  firiendly  debate. 

JOHNFLAVEL 


CHAP,    t 

Thi  mtroduBtoH^  anijlate  of  the  eafi. 

$  I.  "n  EASON  exalts  man  above  all  earthly  beings ;  it  is  his  dig- 
J\,  nity  and  privilege,  that  God  hath  furniflied  him  wi^h  aU- 
lities  of  mind,  to  recoiled,  animadvert,  compare,  infer,  pondei^,  aod 
judge  his  own  adions.  Hereby  he  becomes  hot  only  capaMe  cf  moral 
government  by  human  laws,  (which  no  creature  befide  him  b)  but 
alfo  of  fpirhual  government  by  divine  laws,  and  the  blefl%d  fruition 
of  God*  in  glory,  which  no  other  fpecics  of  creatures  (asgels  only  ex- 
cepted) have  a  fubjeOed  ctipsrcity  for. 

Right  realbn,  by  the  hw  of  nature,  (as  an  home^bom  judge)  arbi- 
trates and  determines  all  things  within  its  proper  province ;  which 
province  is  extended  far  and  wide.  All  aftidns,  natun^t  moral,  nni 
civil,  are  weighed  at  this  htim  and  ftmdard ;  none  are  catempted,  but 
matters  of  fupematural  revelation  ;  and  yet  even  thefearenot  wfaoIl?» 
and  in  every  rcfpeA,  exempt  from  right  reafon:  for  thou^  there  be 
fome  myderies  in  religion  above  the  iphere  and  flight  of  rcafon:  yet 
nothing  can  be  found  in  reUgion,  that  is  unreafonable. 

And  though  thefe  myfteries  be  not  of  natural  invefiigation,  but  of 
fupernatufal  reveUition }  yet  reafon  is  convinced,  nocUngcan  be  more 
reafonable,  than  that  it  takes  its  place  at  the  feet  of  faith;  which  is 
but  to  fujBTcr  itfelf  to  become  pupil  to  an  omnifcicnt  and  miallible  in- 
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firuflor;  The  refolutlon  of  our  reafon  into  faith,  and  of  faith  in,to 
God's  veracity^  are  afis  highly  becoming  roafonaUe  beings  in  fuch 
cafes  as  thefe. 

It  may  not  pry  too  nicely  into  unrepealed  myfieriesi  demand  the 
xrafenSi  or  examine  the  caules  of  them  as  bold  and  daring  Socinians 
do  \  but  it  feels  itfelf  obliged  to  receive  all  thofe  things,  both  as  pof&-> 
ble  and  tfue«  which  God  hath  revealed,  counting  his  revelation  alone 
to  be  reaibn  fufficient.  For  the  veracity  of  God  takes  out  of  reafon's 
mouth  all  objections  againft  the  truth  of  them;  and  his  almighty 
power  fil^nces  all  its  fcruples  againlt  the  poffibllity  of  them. 

BuCm  all  matters  properly  under  the  jurifdidtion  of  reafon,  every 
man  b  obliged  to  account  with  him  (elf,  as  well  as  othersi  for  the  rea- 
fonableneis  of  his  own  a^ons;  and  that  ad  which  will  not  endure 
the  teft  of  found  reafon,  it  judges  not  fit  for  the  entertainment  of  man. 
If  reafon  cannot  juftify  it,  it  is  beneath  the  rank  and  dignity  of  a  man 
to  do  it. 

$  2.  The  light  of  reafon  was  at  firft  the  bright  lamp  or  candle  of 
the  Lord,  till  fin,  like  a  thief,  melted  it  down  to  ihuS*;  whereby  (com- 
paratively fpeaking)  it  becomes  a  poor  glimmering  light  in  the  befl  of 
men,  and  sdmoft  quite  extinguifhed  in  fome  men.  Fallen  man  is  be«^ 
come  lefs  than  himfelf,  and  will  never  ad  like  himfelf,  till  he  be  ful- 
ly rcftored  to  himfelf. 

Sanctificatloh  indeed  IhuSs  and  trims  the  lamp  of  reafon ;  but  there 
being  few  fandlfied  perfons  among  men,  a  double  mifery  confeqtient* 
ly  befals  a  very  great  part  of  mankind;  whofe  converiafion  fpeakt 
them  not  only  deftitute  of  religion,  which  bereaves  them  of  the  blefled* 
nefs  of  the  world  to  come ;  but  men  almoft  entirely  defpoiled  of  the 
benefits  and  blefiings  of  their  own  reafon^  which  makes  them  unhap- 
py and  miferable  in  this. world:  beafts,  rath<er  than  men,  as  the  facred 
fcripture  illles  them:  unreafonable  men^  men  fiillen  out  with  their 
own  faculties;  who  after  many  a  Iharp  battle  with  their  reafon,  are 
now  dragging  it  like  a  conquered  captive,  at  the  chariot  wheels  of  their 
vi£borious  and  triumphant  luds. 

$  3.  It  is  fcarce  imaginable,  that  ever  fin  ihould  prevail  fo  far  as  it 
doth,  to  the  very  unmanning  of  men,  did  they  not  firfl  delude  and 
bribe  their  own  reafon,  by  clofe  and  cunning  applications  to  their  be- 
witched aflfeAions;  whereby>  though  they  cannot  make  it  a  party,  yet 
they  make  it  Aand  by  as  a  filent  fpeAator,  or  neuter^  whilft  they  aift 
the  bead,  yea,  the  devil,  rather  than  the  man. 

We  little  know-how  far  unfandified  reafon  may  (this  way)  be  pre- 
vailed opon  to  quit  its  throne,  and  refign  its  fceptre  into  the  hands  of 
luft  and  appetite  ;  yea,  to  engage  in  the  defence  of  their  moft  abfurd 
laws  and di£tates.  It  only  iervcs in  fame. men,  tainvent  excufes,  pleas, 
and  fpecious  pretences^  to  juflify  or  exteouate  their  bcaft-likc  actions; 
the  l^eft  fervitude  it  tan  be  condemned  to. 
If  this  will  not  do>  fenfual  luils  have  another  way  to  obtain  th^is.. 
Vol.  VI,  3  O 


Digitized  by 


Google 


474  ^^  ReafonaUintfi  cf  Pirfind  Riformatbn. 

fatU£i£{!onj  in  dcfpite  of  reafon  and  confcience ;  even  hj  ftopping 
their  cars  to  the  voices  of  both,  and  pufhing  on  with  a  brutifii  impetus^ 
they  fuffer  neither  to  eojoy  the  opportunity  of  a  calm  debate  of  thefe 
matters  with  them. 

$  4.  But  let  men  do  what  they  will,  it  is  tiext  to  an  impoffibility, 
they  (hall  fo  fir  fubdue  and  deftroy  thofe  inbred  principles  of  reafon 
apd  confcience,  but  that  they  will,  at  ont  time  or  other,  pve  them 
A^me  checks  and  o^ppoiitbns  in  their  ptofane  coifrfes  \  efpecially  when 
they  Ihall  get  the  advantage  of  fbme  eminent  di(!re^,  ot  fpedal  dan- 
ger, which  difpofes  them  to  lend  an  ear  to*  their  voices.  And  there 
be  few  men  in  the  world,  but  are  fbmetimes  providenfiaHy  cafi  into 
fucH  caies  and  conditions. 

So  that  appeals  to  the  reason  of  the  mo(t  profligate  wretches,  are 
not  altogether  vain  arid  ufelefs  :  for  if  the  cafe  cannot  be  tried  and 
decided  at  the  bar  of  reafon  and  confcience  at  one  time,  it  may  with 
more  advantage  at  another :  and  haply,  appeals  to  reaibn  may  produce 
a  reformation  in  (bme  men,  fboner  than  appeals  to  the  fcripturcs,  or 
prindples  of  faith,  efpecially  when  the  world  is  fb  notorioufly  drench- 
ed  in  practical  atheiim,  that  ferious  religion  becomes  the  common 
fubjedl  of  drollery  amongft  multitudes  of  men. 

Tet  it  were  hard  and  uncharitable,  to  imagine  any  man  fhnk  fb 
d.eep  into  the  mire  of  beafciallty  and  pro£meneS,  as  not  flill  to  retain 
fome  vajue  and  veneration  for  his  own  reafon,  and  as  much  as  he  abufes 
itj  ye^  to  refufe  the  whole  world  in  exchange  for  it  \  and  to  account 
it  -ft  greater  mifery  to  be  utterly  deprived  of  it,  than  to  have  the  hsxA 
bi  an  horfe  given  him  in  exchange  for  his  hands  and  feet. 

}  5.  The  fcriptures  therefore  do,  in  many  cafes,  appeal  to  the  rea- 
fon  of  finners,  and  defign  their  reformation  by  fuch  appeals :  Ayr  it  be- 
ing a  moft  fhameful  thing,  for  a  man  to  be  conviQed  at  the  bar  of  his 
own  reafon,  of  afling  like  a  beafl  rather  than  a  min,  every  man  is  pre* 
fumed  to  be  afraid,  and  afhamed  of  fuch  an  indi^hnent.  Such  mifire* 
ants  are  the  (haihe  and  reproach  of  humanity  itfelf ;  they  arc  branded 
fpr  brutes  throughout  the  fober  world  ;  their  company  declmed  and 
(hunned  by  all  wife  aiid  good  men.  He  that  hath  no  reafon  to  jafH-- 
fy  his  aftiohs,  may  yet  be  fiippofcd  to  be  owner  of  fome  flock  of  na- 
tural fhame ;  which  cannot  but  afford  a  blufh,  upon  fuch  a  plain  con- 
.  vidtion.  This  therefore  was  the  courfe  which  the  prophet  Ifaiah. 
took,  by  divine  direflion,  to  reform  the  idolatrous  Ifrealites;  Ha. 
xlvi.  8.  He  ilates  the  cafe  at  the  bar  of  their  own  reafon,  and  calls 
for  a  verdid  upon  it.  T  he  cafe  was  this:  Whether  idotsy  having  not 
ponuer  enough  tojbew  them/elves  gods,  thofe  that  vjorjhip  them,  muftna  'mant 
*  luifdom  enough  to  Jhevj  thcmfetves  men  f  "  Remember  this,  and  (hew 
yourfelvcs  men ;  and  bring  it  again  to  mind,  O  ye  tranfgrcflbrs  I** 
q.  d.  For  fhame,  let  hot  men  a£t  like  brutes,  which  have  no  animad- 
terGoQ. 

§  6.  When  things  therefore  are  brought  to  fuch  an  exxgience,  that 
ruin  pr  reformation  is  the  only  choice  men  have  to  make,  and  idl  re- 
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liglous  impreffions  fo  obliterated  and  worn  out>  that  men  pay  no  r&- 
verenceto  them^  ah  appeal  to  the  reafon  pf  men^  feeins  then  to  be 
an  hopeful  method  of  prevailing  with  them>  to  fuffer  a  reformation 
rather  than  a  ruin.  Not  that  I  imagine  the  topics  of  rcafoii  able  to 
aSbrd  more  powerful  arguments,  than  tho^e  of  religion  do ;  but  that 
tbefi  who  bj  their  ignorance  and  ftrong  prejudices  againft  religion^ 
have  made  themfelves  more  incapable  of  conviftion  that  way,  majr 
haply  feel  the  force  of  reafon  prevailing  fo  far  at  lead,  as  to  put  fhcik* 
putr?igcous  lufts  under  fome  rcftraints. 

As  for  the  fcriptures,  and  ferious  religion  tegotten  by  them  in  the 
fouls  of  menj  they  are  perfect  ftrangers  to  allj  but  the  names  of  thefe 
things  :  And  even  their  very  names  are  grown  almoft  ridiculous  with 
them  too.  But  reafon  may  convince  and  iliame  them.  What  force  the 
reafon  of  man  hath,  even  without  faving  grace,  to  produce  civility,  fo- 
briety,  and  other  moral  virtues,  is  abundantly  evident  in  the' very 
Heathens  }  who,  by  the  only  light  of  reafon,  difcovered  fo  much  odi- 
oufnefs  in  vice  and  immorality,  and  fuch  an  amiable  beauty  in  jufllce^ 
temperance,  and  the  other  moral'  virtues,  that  their  praifes  for  them 
are  foupded  throi^ghout  the  world. 

Now,  whatever  unthinking  men  dream,  to  me  it  i$  evident,  tha( 
when  kingdoms  and  commonwe^lcfas  are  overflowed  with  unreflrain- 
ed  vice  and  Immoralities  1  whep  ci^'Cng  and  fwearing  becomes  the 
common  Iangua|;e,  drunkennefs  and  adultery  the  common  praflices 
of  the  inbabitsnits  j  God  will  either  fweep  away  the  fihh  of  tliotc  na- 
tions, by  the  befom.of  a  general  reformation,  or  he  will  fweep  away 
their  inhabitants  out  of  them,  with  the  befom  of  de(lru£Hon.  For  if 
we  have  not  excufed  the  notion  ^nd  belief  of  a  God,  and  that  he  znU 
madverts  the  wickedncfs  of  men,  (which  the  very  Heathens,  by  thp 
light  of  nature,  faw  and  acknowledged,)  we  ijnay  thereby  eafily  be  led 
to  this  concIi)i)an,  that  fuch  overflowings  of  abomination  do,  and  muft 
certainly  j)refage  oqi*  dcfolatiopj  except  fpeedy  and  general  reforma- 
tion do  prevent  it. 

§  7,  Uow^  thcperfons,  whofe  reformation  |  particularly  defign  b^ 
this  nciethod,  being  ipen  that  exercife  more  jc^Con  than  religioQi 
might  (methinks)  be  prevailed  with  to  take  up  at  laft,  and  re/orm 
their  unreafonablei  as  well  as  ungodly  courfes,  could  they  be  once  pre- 
vailed with  to  debate  thefe  matters  with  cool,  confiderative  minds, 
becoming  nien  governed  by  reafon,  not  wholly  fwayed  like  brute- 
beafts,  by  lull  and  appetite. 

And  is  it  not  highly  reafonablf ,  that  men  (hould  weigh  their  own 
$i£tion$  at  ih^  f<^me  beam  and  flandard  where  they  weigh  other  iaien  s 
aflions ;  and  renounce  all  that  with  Qiame  and  deteflation,  which 
they  themfelves  muft  qenfure  as, utterly  beneath,  and  unworthy  of  a 
man  ?|  Wherefore  bath  God  planted  a  principle  of  reafon  ap$l 
confcience  within  us  ?  Is  it  rational  to  think,  it  wi^s  planted  there  for 
no  other  end  or  ufe^  bi|t  to  fcan  and  cenfure  other  men's  words  or 
fiftiops  bjf  but  not  our  own  ?  Or  to  be  wholly  ufeful  toother  men'a 
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intercfts,  without  any  benefit  to  ourfelves  ?  Aflc  ttinc  own  reafon* 
filly  man,  why  *' jo  J  pi  iced  it  in  thy  foul  ?  and  for  what  ufe  it  was  in* 
tendtd  ?  And  it  will  tell  thee,  it  was  particularly  defigned  and  ap* 
pointed,  to  regulate  and  order  thine  own  life  and  a£lions  ;  and  next, 
for  the  benefit  and  good  of  the  community  It  will  tell  thee,  there  is 
not  a  finglc  aft  thou  doft,  of  any  weight  or  moment,  but  thou  ought- 
eft  to  confult  with  it,  and  have  its  pafs  or  licence  before  thou  do  it. 
But  when  thou  entereft  into  a  ferious  courfe  of  anions,  thy  confulta^ 
tions  with  it  ought  to  be  very  frequent  and  folemn,  becaufe  thefe 
things  arc  of  great  importance  to  thee. 

Thy  reafoB  -will  tell  thee,  finncr^  that  it  is  a  vile  aflront  to  it,  to 
be  thruft  by  thee  from  the  council-table,  unworthily  difmifled  from 
its  office,  and  difcharged  from  any  further  attendance  upon  thy  life, 
and  concerns  thereof,  and  brutifh  lufi  and  appetite  confulted  in  its 
room  \  and  that  it  needed  not  at  all  to  have  been  implanted  in  thy 
foul,  if  the  fame  principles  that  govern  the  hearts  of  the  field,  muft 
alfo  be  thy  governing  principles.  It  fiands  ready  to  offer  its  iervice 
to  thee,  to  lave  thee  from,  or  to  receive  thee  out  of  thofe  mifchieft 
thou  haft,  or  mayeft  run  thyfelf  into ;  if  thou  wilt  but  hear,  and  obey 
Its  advice,  it  tells  thee,  it  is  thy  privy-counfellor,  by  God's  appoint- 
ment ;  and  if  thou  wilt  not  find  leifure  among  the  heats  and  hurries 
of  thy  lufts,  to  confult  it,  and  hearken  to  its  counfels  now  \  if  thou 
wilt  not  forfake  the  conduft  of  thine  own  reafon  and  confdence,  which 
have  a  right  and  authority  to  govern  thy  words  and  anions,  and  fol- 
low thy  blind  and  bead-{h*ong  lufb  and  paffions,  thou  (halt  hear  other 
langaage  from  them,  when  thy^  lufts  have  precipitated  thee  into  thine 
own  run  and  deftru£tion  \  as  they  fpeedily  and  inevitably  muft,  and 
will  do,  according  to  the  courfe  they  now  fteer  for  thee. 

5  8.  And  there  is  yet  more  ground  to  hope,  that  reafon  may  p>rc» 
trail  with  men  living  under  the  gofpel,  to  return  to  fobriety  and  tern* 
perance,  when  we  confider  their  reafon  is  aflifted  by  fbme  illumhia- 
tions  from  the  Chriftian  religion.  They  live  in  a  land  of  bibles  and 
minifters,  where  they  cannot  avoid  the  light  }  an  advantage  far  be- 
yond whatever  the  heathens  enjoyed  \  who  yet  by  their  fingle  unaffif- 
tcd  reafon,  arrived  to  an  eminency  in  moral  virtues. 

Our  reafons  and  confciences  do  not  only  convince  us,  (as  theirs  alfo 
did  them)  that  there  is  a  God,  and  a  future  life  of  retribution,  where- 
in every  man  (hall  be  judged  according  to  his  works  ;  but  alfo,  that 
the  fcriptures  are  the  very  word  of  God,  and  rule  of  faith  and  man- 
ners. And  if  there  be  any  among  the  debauched  crew,  that  queftion 
or  deny  it,  we  may  be  confident,  none  of  them  are  ^ble,  by  plain 
and  found  reafon,  to  overthrow  thofe  mighty  arguments  pleaded  for 
the  confirmation  of  that  truth  :  At  leaft,  they  find  in  themfclves  a 
ftrong  fufpicion  and  fear,  that  they  may  prove  to  be  true  ;  which  jea- 
loufy  and  fufpicion,  working  together  with  their  own  reafon  and  con- 
ftiences,  are  no  contemptible  helps  toward  their  recovery. 

For  if  what  reafon,  confciencc,  and  fcripture,  with  one  mouth,  pro- 
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connce»  be  true  and  certain,  fas  undoubtedly  it  will  be  found  to  be)  $ 
then  it  muft  be  plain  and  obvious  to  them  aifo,  that  their  brutifli  luft$ 
have  put  them  into  the  direft  and  ready  way,  both  to  ruin  themfelves, 
and  alfo  greatly  to  hazard  the  community  to  which  they  belong. 

}  9.  As  for  themfelves,  if  they  will  make  a  judgment  upon  their 
own  condition,  in  the  Ijght  of  rcafon,  confcience,  ar  fcripture  (and 
they  very  well  know,  they  take  their  mcafures  in  perfeft  darknefs,  if 
they  take  them  not  by  this  dire£)don) ;  then,  continuing  the  lame 
courfe  they  now  do,  they  are  a  loft  generation. 

All  their  lawful  and  faithful  guides  tell  them,  with  one  moutfai 
they  are  certainly  in  the  broad  way  to  damnation  ;  and  that,  how  irk-* 
fome  and  terrible  foever  the  thoughts  and  apprchenfions  of  hell  arc 
to  them^  yet  thither  they  muft  certainly  come,  if  they  purfue  this 
courfe*  .  Their  reafon  plainly  tells  them,  he  that  chufeth  the  means, 
and  engageth  in  the  way  leading  to  hell,  muft,  and  ought  to  make  ac- 
count, that  hell  is  (he  place  he  is  preparing  for. 

Confcience  is  as  plain  and  pofitivc  with  them,  that  they  muft  either 
return,  or  perifli.  The  fcripture  confirms  the  teftimonies  of  both,  by 
telling  them  plainly,  That  the  end  of  thefe  things  is  death  ;  Rom.  vi.  21. 
It  is  downright  folly  and  madnefs,  by  the  vote  of  the  whole  ration- 
al and  fbber  world,  fpr  any  man  to  conclude,  or  hope  he  (hall  be  hap- 
py in  the  world  to  come,  whofe  life  is  drawn  through,  and  finifhed  in 
all  manner  of  obfcenity,  filthinefs,  and  profanene&m  the  prefent  world* 
For  let  the  cafe  be  brought  into  the  light  of  your  own  reafon,  as 
dim  as  it  is,  and  let  it  freely  judge,  when  you  are  belching  out  your 
black  aod  horrid  blafphemies  againft  God,  imprecating  damnation 
from  him  upon  your  own  fouls,  wallowing  in  beaQly  lufts,  vomiting 
and  roaring  in  taverns  and  ale-houfes :  aik,  I  fay,  your  own  reafon, 
confcience,  or  the  fcripture,  whether  all,  or  cither  of  them,  will  al- 
low you  to  fay  or  think,  •  *  Now  we  are  in  the  right  way  to  eternal  blef- 
fedncfs !  This  is  the  very  courfe  that  will  bring  us  to  happinefs  in  the 
world  to  come ;  this  pleafeth  God  better,  and  is  a  furer  path  to  glory, 
than  repentance  or  faith,  mortification,  prayer,  or  reformation/  No, 
po,  as  blind  as  your  reafon  is,  and  as  feared  as  your  confciences  arc, 
you  will  never  bring  them  tQ  comprobatc,  or  fubfcribe  fuch  abfurd 
find  horrid  conclufions  as  thefc . 

But,  on  the  contrary,  they  will  tell  you,  that  if  you  will  have  the 
pleafure,  you  otiuft  have  the  pain  and  torment  of  fin.  That  it  is  mad- 
nefs to  fay,  you  are  afraid  to  burn,  but  not  afiraid  to  fin ;  that  you 
arc  loth  to  be  damned,  and  yet  challenge  the  almighty  God  to  his 
face,  to  da^mn  you :  as  much  a  folly,  as  to  drink  a  baneful  dofe  of 
JuiQwn  poilbn,  and  think  to  feel  no  painful  gripes  afterwards* 

As  for  the  icriptures,  they  appeal  to  the  reafon  of  men  in  this  cafe, 
as  a  moft  known  and  allowed  thing,  fcarce  imaginable  to  lie  hid  from 
any  man.  i  Cor.  vi.  9,  10.  <  Know  ye  not,  that  the  unrighteous 
fhall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.  Be  not  deceived ;  neither 
fornicatorsi  nor  idolaters,  nor  adulterers,  nor  effeminate^  nor  abu- , 
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fers  of  tliemrdves  with  mankind  \  nor  .thietes,  nor  coTetQtis»  oer 
drunkards,  nor  rerilers^  nor  extortioners,  (baH  inherit  the  kingdoix^ 
of  God.' 

It  would  make  the  bowels  of  a  compaffionate  ChriAian  to  roll  an^ 
yem  within  htmy  to  heboid  multitudes  of  fouls  of  invaluable  worth, 
limning  greedily  on  to  their  eternal  ruin»  wilfully  (lopping  their  ears 
fll  the  waji  to  the  voices  of  their  Qwn  reafon  and  confcience)  as  well 
9$  to  the  voice  of  God  in  Jxis  word ;  not  once  making  a  paufe,  till 
they  fall  into  that  gulf  of  eternal  and  intolerable  piilcryi  into  wh^ch^ 
wkh  great  pracipitation,  they  are  caAmg  themfelv<es. 

§  ijQ.  And  then,  ior  the  community  to  which  they  belong  \  how 
dangfcrouSf  yea^  how  defiru^^ive  inch  perfons  are  to  it,  cannot  poiS^ 
bly  be  hid  from  any  wife  and  ierious  o^ferver.  For  if  one  finner  de* 
firoys  much  gcpd ;  if  one  Achgn  trouble  the  whole  camp  of  IfracI  ^ 
how  much  more  will  whole  fwarms  and  droves  of  drunkards,  blafphc* 
mers,  and  adulteren,  as  now  fill  every  place,  pull  down  the  judg- 
fspsts  of  God  upon  tbofe  ftates  and  kingdoms  wherein  they  breath  ? 
IE  our  fears  and  dangers  were  greater  tjian  they  are,  yet  reformation 
joug^  iave  us^  Jer.  v.  i.  '  Run  ye  to  ^nd  fro  throiigh  the  (Ireets  of 
Jenifalem,  and  fee  now,  and  know,  and  feek  in  the  broad  places 
thereof,  if  ypu  can  find  a  man,  (i.  e.  a  public  man^  a  man  in  autlio- 
jrtty,)  if  there  \k  any  that  executeth  judgment,  that  feeketb  tbe  truthj 
.)Md  I  will  pardon  it.'  Afid  if  our  hopes  and  confidences  were  much 
J^igber  than  they  are,  yet  unreflrained  fin  would  undo  us.  King- 
/dcififiB  aiid  commonwealths  are  pot  fo  much  endangered  by  the  powers 
^an4  p#U<;ie8  of  tbcir  ^enemies  withoht  them,  as  they  are  by  the  u^i'e- 
&nx>edfieis  of  profligate  wretches  within,  and  amongft  them.  Re* 
formation  .^uifJcIy  xecoivers  the  antient  ^lorjr  of  kingdoms^  aiid  piakca 
Xbem  *\\t  tmror  of  their  enemies. 

For  though  there  will  be  dill  too  much  fin  jprivately  cofnmitted  un^ 
•ider  "the  beft  l^ws,  and  the  xao(t  vigorous  and  impartial  ei^ecation  of 
.thcmi  y^t  abundance  of  fin  would  thereby  be  prevented,  and  the 
.fifis  that  are  connnitted  would  not  becotne  national,  but  perfcnal  on- 
ly I  and  tbefe  would  not  Q^  much  concern  a^d  hai^ard  the  piiblic  weal 
^  ti-armuiUfty  of  the  ftate. 

Moreover,  ftatcs  and  kingdoms  are  in  no  fmall  hazard  by  thepub- 
Kc  debauchery,  and  common  profanepefe  of  their  fubje^ls ;  forrf- 
m^ch  as  in  this  very  fli.k  ar^  puddle  of  their  lufls,  the  manly  wif* 
domi  iprigbtly  courage,  and  true  gallantry  of  their  fuljcds,  are 
qiienchied  and  drown td,  th<;ir  fpirits  .ioftened  and  efFeminated.  It  is 
hard  to  irpagine  tbofe  men  will  engage  far  i^  the  caufe  of  reformation, 
when  ref^mati<^  itielf  is  the  only  thing  they  hate  and  fear. 

Kor  need  we  wonder  to  fiini  m(^  iutlmidatedy  and  low-fpirited, 
in  times  and  places  of  Imminoat  danger,  who  not  only  carry  about 
tbem  fo  mu^h  guilt,  (which  is  the  founuin  of  fear)  fcuit  are  wholly 
^ddaded  to  fenfual  pkafures,  which  they  are  loth  to  hazard  upon  pub* 
lie  accounts  smd  confidmtions,  theie  being  the  only  heaven  th^ 
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have,  or  bope  for :  <  Whoredom^  and  witie,  and  new  wine  tahe  a^ 
way  the  heart/  Hof.  iv.  1 1  •  it  is  in  the  ^ery  nature  of  tfaefe  fitiSi  tt> 
make  men  fottifli,  and  in  the  verj  nature  of  gnite  to  make  tkem  pa«* 
Slhnlaumt. 

Seneea  obferves,  (and  his  obfmation  is  tme)  *  ^  That  the  eon« 
fcience  of  a  wicked  man  »  a  terrible  leourge  and  t<»rmem  to  himi 
perpetually  laOiing  hirn  with  iolicitous  thoughts  ;lod  fears ;  fb  that 
he  dlftrufts  all  fecurities,  and  knows  ntst  Where  to  be  fafe/  Hence  it 
comes  to  pafs,  that  many  men  of  good  estraftion,  liberal  educ^ition^ 
and  excellent  natural  endowments,  become  {o  ufelefii  yea»  fo  pertii«* 
cious  as  they  are;  who,  could  they  be  recovered  but  to  temperanoe 
and  iobrtety,  would  become  both  excellently  ufefu),  and  ornamental 
to  the  nation  where  they  had  their  birth^  and  to  the  fafety  and  honour 
whereof  they  owe  their  fervice. 

$  II.  This  mod  defirable  recovery  and  reformation  of  profane  ila» 
bauched  perfons,  is  not  flmply  and  abfolutely  impoffibk :  Ahd  if  tn»- 
giftrates  and  minifters  were  every  where  exemplary  thertifelvvi  for  Ib*^ 
briety  and  piety,  zealous  and  impartial  in  the  diicha^e  of  their  tefycC" 
tive  duties,  a  general  reformation  would  not  be  difficuk.  But  when 
thofe,  whofe  office  it  is  tb  fupprefs  wickednefs>  fliall  aflbciate  them- 
feives  with  lewd  and  profligate  perfons,  and  vie  with  them, in  their 
profane  courfes,  or  difcourage  more  confcientioas  perfons  in  the  dit* 
charge  of  their  duties  ;  this  makes  reformation  morally  impoffibk. 

If  profanenefe  were  once  found  the  general  odium  of  tke  people,  and 
a  bar  to  all  preforments,  it  might  be  hoped^  things  would  qnkkiy  al- 
ter for  the  tHBtter.  It  was  an  ancient  cuftem  among  the  heathens^  (as 
learned  and  excellent  Mr  Hate  of  Eaton,  out  of  Chryfoftom  obfervea) 
That  if-a  man  offered  himfelf  to  contend  in  the  Olympk  gamesi  he 
was  not  permitted  fo  to.  do,  till  proclamatioiXL  had  been  firft  made» 
Whether  any  mem  ihew  him  to  bi  either  afervaHt^  or  a  man  ofinfaenous 
Zi/eF  And  if  any  fuch  imputation  were  proved  agatnft  him,  it  was 
fafficieht  to  keep  him  back,  let  his  ikill  be  what  it  would. 

What  care  was  here  taken,  that  their  vanities  (hould  not  be  diTcrt- 
dited  ?  And  will  neither  reafon  nor  religion  convince  us,  that  not  only 
equal,  but  far  greater  care  ought  to  be  taken,  to  dilcourage  profane* 
ne(s  atnong  Chriftians,  than  the  blind  heathens  ever  took,  to  preserve 
the  reputation  of  their  vain  exercifes  ?  Let  all  fubordinate  minifters 
of  ftate,  and  officers  in  the  church,  confider  how  great  a  part  of  this 
blefled  reformation  is  demanded  at  their  hands. 

$  12.  Were  kingdoms  and  commonwealths  once  purged  fromthnt 
i{Hrit  of  profanenefs  and  debauchery^  which  thus  defies  and  over* 
flows  them,  and  the  people  generally  reduced  but  to  civility,  fobriety, 
and  temperance  i  experience  would  quickly  fliew  them  the  comfo^- 
abk  effeAs,  and  happy  fruits  thereof. 

For  though  this.be  much  ihort  of  what  Chrifthnity  exafis  from 

■    .  ■   ■■..^■.  ..^  ^ 

*  Seneca^  epift,  97. 
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all  its  profeflbrsy  and  infufficient  to  obtain  the  happinefs  of  the  world 
to  come;  yet  it  is  greatly  conducent  to  the  civil  happinefs  andfloo* 
rifliing  of  the  kingdoms  <>f  this  world  \  and,  therefore  richly  worthy 
the  (Indies  and  endeavours  of  all  men,  to  promote  and  obtain  it. 

There  is  no  kingdom  oY*  commonwealth  in  the  Chriftian  world, 
which  would  not  by  this  means  breed  and  fend  forth  multitudes  more 
than  they  do,  with  excellent  .abilities  and  qualifications,  fitting  them 
to  fit  at  the  helm  of  government,  and  Aeer  a  more  profperous  courfe 
than  they  do  at  prefent.  A  wife  and  fteady  direclion  of  the  arduous 
and  important  affairs  of  kingdoms,  can  qnly  be  expe^ed  from  thofe 
that  are  able  to  govern  themfelv^,  and  their  own  affairs^  with  fobricty 
and  difcretion. 

If  the  laws  of  nations  take  care  for  the  prefervation  and  growth  cf 
timber,  fit  for  the  building  of  houfes  and  (hips,  and  every  one  fees  the 
vfefulhefs  and  neceflity  of  ftich  acts ;  much  more  ought  they  to  take 
care  for  iuch  an  education  of  men,  as  may  render  them  ferviceable 
members  to  the  (late,  both  in  camp  and  council. 

Magiftrates  are  (in  a  fenfe)  the  foundation  of  kingdoms ;  the  ib-ong 
Iboulders,  that  bear  the  burden  of  government ;  And  rea(bn  will 
tell,  that  fo  great  a  weight  and  (iref?,  as  the  affairs  and  concerns  of 
kingdoms,  ought  not  to  be  laid  on  their  (boulders,  whofe  legs,  thro' 
debauchery,  are  too  weak  to  bear  their  own  reeling  and  (bggering 
bodies. 

Seamen  and  foldiers  are  the  walls  of  kingdoms,  and  (under  God) 
their  prudence  and  courage  are  the  people's  defence  and  fafeguard. 
'  Plutarch  tells  us,  there  were  two  virtues  in  Hannibal,/whi<:h  made 
him  profperous  and  fuccefsful :  There  was  in  him,  Plurimum  oudaHa 
ad  ccpiendapericuloi  ei plurimum  conftlii  inter  ipfapertcula  :  He  was  bold 
in  attempting,  and  prudent  in  managing  the  mpft  difficult  ferviccs. 
The  former  had  fignified  little  without  the  latter.  Courage  may 
throw  men  into  the  midft  of  difficulties  3  but  counfjbl  and  wifdom 
helps  them  to  emerge  thofe  difficulties ;  and  I  am  fure,  that  cannot 
be  rationally  expected  from  men,  that  daily  dethrone  their  own  reafbn 
by  debauchery. 

But  when  men,  not  only  fober,  juff,  and  temperate,  but  re1]gioi;^y 
good,  are  employed  in  public  truds  and  iervices;  we  cannot  but 
think  the  fecurity  and  profpcrity  of  fuch  a  ffate  are  abundantly  pro- 
vided for«  And  our  confidence  hereof  is  not  only  founded  upon  the 
maxims  of  human  reafon,  but  of  fcripture,  wifdom,  and  authority 
alfo. 

What  a  renowned,  profperous,  and  fucce(sful  captain  of  the  armies 
of  Ifrael,  was  good  Jofhua !  No  man  was  able  to  (land  before  bim  all 
.  the  days  of  his.  life,  Jo(h.  1.  5.  But  what  bred  thofe  brave,  gallant, 
and  undaunted  fpirits  in  the  breaft  of  this  hero,  and  crowned  his 
,  noble  deigns  with  fuch  admirable  fuccefs  I  If  we  look  into  ver,  %.  we 
{hall  find  it  was  religion,  that  gave  both  the  edge  and  point  to  his  na- 
tural courage  j  «<  This  book  of  the  law  ihall  not  depart  out  of  thy 
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KK>adir  but  thau  flialt  meditate  therein  day  s^nd  night/that  thou  may- 
^ft  obferve  to  do  all  that  is  written  therein  :  for  then  thou  (hah  make 
thy  way  profperObsj.  and  then  thou  (halt  have  good  fuccefs." 

Hezekiah»  this  way,  became  a  nonfuch  among  the  kings  of  Judah;, 
for  .<<  he  clavp  to  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  was  with  him  ;  and  he 
profperedf  whitherioevcr  he  went  forth,"  2  Kings  xviii.  5,6,  7«. 
And  dying  David,  from  a  whole  iifeoi  experience,  recommended  this^ 
asthe  only  method  of  profperity,  unto  Solomon  his  (on ;  (^  Keepthe 
charge  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  to  walk  in  his  ways ;  that  thou  mayeft 
profper  in  all  that  thbii  dolljand  whitherfoever  thou  turned  thyfelf," 
I  Engs  iii  3,  4;    .  .  , 

How  great  a  luftre  therefore  doth  this  truth  caft  about  it :  that  the 
rlsftiraint  and  refot'oiation  of  vice,  and  the  due  encouragement  ot  vir« 
tue  and  piety^  becomes  the  very  civil  intereft  of  kingdoms  and  nations^ 
by  the  joint  votes  and  fuffrages  both  of  human  and  divine  wifdom  t 
Let  any  kingdom  or  (late. make  trial  of  this  method,  and  from  that 
very  time  they  fhall  date  their  profperity.  This  will  make  them  be- 
come the  terrors  of  their  enemies  round  about  them :  Peace  and  pro& 
perity  (hall  flouri(h  in  the  mid(l  of  them ;  which  is  the  true  level  and 
defign  of  this  mod  necefiary  and  feafonable  attempt* 


CHAP.     t!. 

Producing  one  di^atfj  or  tule  of  right  reafortf  refpeSHng  morality^  ab 
•    /owed  by  mankind ;  and  pajfing  current  through  the  worlds  toithoui 
one'  rtegatin)e  voice ^  except  only  from  thofe  men^  nohofe  reafms  are  tO^ 
'    terfy  captivated  by  their  lufis.  ' 

^  Cj^UCH  is  the  degeneracy  and  deep  corruption  of  fome  men*« 
^  '  |3  natures,  by  ill  education,  bafe  conapany,  and  long  cuftom  in 
fin ;  that  abandoning  and  caAing  away  the  bonds  and  re(fa^int3  of 
right  rea(bn>  as  well  as  religion,  they  give  the  full  (cope  and  liberty  to 
their  lufts  and  paffions,  reckoning  their  chief  happinefs  to  confiA:  ia 
the  gratification  and  ratisfa£lion  of  their  feniitive  appetites.  They 
zScSt  a  foft,  delicate,  fenfe^pleafing  life  ;  reckoning  it  the  only  real 
heaven  to  be  dcfired  and  fought  by  them ;  and  any  other  heaven  be- 
fide  that  to  be  merely  notional  and  fantaftic.  This  is  the  element  thejr 
deiire  to  live  and  fport  in,  fitly  defcribed,^Tit.  iii.  3,  \>j  fervittg  divert 
lujls  and pleafures.  Hence  it  comes  to  psds,  that  their  bodies  (ervc 
only  to  be  drainers  for  meats  and  drinks,  and  channels  for  filthy 
lofts  to  dream  through.  In  this  dream,  their  mafculine  agility  melts' 
away,  and  all  public  hopes  and  expeflations  from  them,  are  totally  de* 
feated  and  difappointed.  Appetite  is  the  mafter,  and  reafon  the 
Have. 

Thefe  men  (if  it  be  fit  to  call  them  naen)  have  bid  defiance  to  their 
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cmn  retfim^  rnddeaminced  %  truragaiftft  their  own  fiiciikietaf'^MI* 
Ion  bad  Ikenfed  and  privileged  (which  it  neirer  did^  nor  can  do)  their 
worfe  than  brati&  luft9>  to  aft  to  the  ntteroioft  of  tlieir  abilMea^  with* 
obt  any  manner  of  re(h«int  ovefr  them. 

\  2*  But  notvrithftanding  the  prefent  captivity  of  reafim»  under 
nfurpng  and  domineering  tufts,  fo  long  as  it  hath  a  perrnanectSBd 
fixed  root  and  principle  hi  then*  nature,  it  i^  pofBble  it  may  recover 
its  throne  and  emph'e  over  them  again ;  as  many  an  imprifoned  icing 
Bath  done,  and  probaUy  woulddo  hi  a  i^ery  Ihort  fpace,  If  thofe  pre- 
judices they  have  conceived  agalnft  its  go^mnient,  were  but  once 
fairly  confuted  and  removed  ;  which  certainly  is  not  hard  te  do. 
'  They  are  of  opinion,  that  the  laws  of  reafon  are  too  fe^ere,  ftrift, 
and  rigorous  ,  that  they  too  much  abridge  them  of  their  pteafures  and 
delights  \  and  that  the  government  of  fenftrality  heing  oaore  ea(y,  fa- 
vourable atid  indulgent,  is  for  that  reafim,  moch  more-  cUgihk  and 
defiratble. 

Whereas  right  rcafon  defigns  not  the  ahandonfaig  of  all  pleafures 
but  only  the  exchange  of  them,  and  that  exchange  every  way  to  oht 
great  advantage.  The  only  hurt  or  fofs,  (if  this  muft  be  aecouoled  k) 
any  man  can  fuftain  by  the  exchange  of  pleafures  made-by  reafi»  and 
religion  is  this :  that  they  defign  tor  you  the  rational,  ordinate,  and 
congruous  delights,  both  of  a  man  and  of  a  Chrifttan  y  in  ticu  of  tiie 
lower,  bafer,  and  filthy  pleafures  of  a  beaft  or  a  devil. 

They  propofe  to  you  rules  about  pleafures,  hx  more  fafe  and  grate* 
Ad|  wTtiKMK  any  cuipaUe  fcverity,  or  as^ritj  in  tfawa.  Aeafim 
would  oply  regtikte  axid  legitimate  your  delights,  aftdrotigMii  ftnAify 
them.)  ibat  you  might  miKb  tnore  purdy  sm  fw«eiiy  ^^  thein» 
without  either  (hame  arj^ng  from  their  turpitude^  or  ftar  from  their 
.^ih.  The^rules.of  both'are  large  and  indulent  enough  ;  and^  keep* 
mg  within  their  lines  and  limits,  itien  Ihali  find  Arch  genertnis,  manly^ 
tad  agreeable  deKghts,  as  are  no  where  to  be  enjoyol  without  them. 

$  3.  To  make  this  evident,  I  lliall  poftuhte  and  preftime  but  one 
thing,  and  that  a  thing  fo  fanmedbtciy  true  and  fdf^evident,  that  in 
the  firfl  naked  pfopofal  of  it,  it  naturally  and  eafily  lets  hfdf  into 
every  man'»  undcrdanding,  and  no  fooner  aiks^  but  gams  the  ap- 
probation of  right  reaibn.  And  that  felf-evident  principle,  which  I 
take  for  grunted^  no  man  of  fonnd  intelteiluab  will  quarrel  or  di^te^ 
is  this : 

That  good  njobich  ccmfrifith  and  invohith  the  trm  homur^  fnfii\  of»i 
pkafure  of  the  tohoh  man^  tvhich  is  more  congruous  to  human  naturtf  and 
pr^ervative  of  it^  is  to  be  preferred  in  our  efiimatim  and  choice^  to  that 
ivhich  only  yeids  a  lo%ver  degree  ofpleafure^  nmihaut  profit  w  honour ^  to  tie 
tafejlpart  of  man  :  and  that  ktu  and  iranfient  piea/ure  it  doth  jieU^  attend^ 
td  andfottovsod  wW  many  prefent  and  future  mifiries^  d^ruSwe  to  tk 
Vfhcle  man* 

The  feverat  parts  of  this  complex  propofition,  eaft  fiidi  a  light  and 
glory  round  about  them,  that  I. cannot  imagincj  but  as  foonas  it 
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ftali  be  propounded  to  the  judgmeot  and  cenfure  of  found  reafboi  it 
muft  jmoieaiatdy  gain  both  its  approbation  and  applaufb. 

But  becaufe  realfon  in  many  men  is  fe  beclouded  and  difturbed  bV 
kfts  and  paifions,  that  it  can  neither  receive  things  orderly ,  nor  judge 
of  them  truly  and  impartially ;  t  conceive  it  needful,  to  demand  tb^ 
eenfure  and  judgment  of  their  reafoo>  upon  the  particulars  cdmprifed 
in  this  general  complex  propofition ;  that  fo  weighing  and  examining 
them  one  by  one,  we  may  try,  whether  found  reafon  hath  any  valuable 
exception  againft  any  part,  or  member  thereof.    . 

$  4*  And,  Jirflf  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  no  man's  reaioh  will 
deoy,'pr  d^emur  to  this  proportion }  that  good  is  to  be  chofin^  tsnd  evil 
to  be  avoided :  for  the  will  is  naturally  carried  to  that  which  is  good^ 
as  to  its  proper  objeAi  and  fliuns  that  whrch  is  evil  And  that  i$ 
naturally  good,  which  is  convenient  and  agreeable  to  nature  ^  and 
that  naturally  evd,  which  ia  dticonvenient  and  hurtful  to  nature. 
So  that  the  choice  of  good  rather  than  evil  is  the  natural  choice  of  the 
will ;  and  thb  choice  of  the  will  is  foonded  upon  the  law  of  felf-pre* 
fervatioa,  without  which  the  creation  would  quickly  diiband,  and 
no  prticular  being  could  be  long  preferved. 

And  not  only  the  wiU  of  rational  creati|res  chufeth  the  good,  and 
rdu&th  the  evil}  but  everv  fenfitive  creature  is  endowed  with  n 
natural  faculty,  to  diicern  tnc  one  from  the  other,  in  order  to  the 
.  prefervation  of  their  beings.  You  find  it  in  the  fmalleft  and  moft 
dcfpicablc  anin>alsj  and  therefore  cannot  deny.it  unto  man,  the  no- 
hleft  and  rooft  excellebt  being  on  «artb}  except  only  in  bis  non-age, 
before  he  hath  lived  to  the  years  of  dUcretion.  Cfhildren,  indeedi 
in  their  in&ncy,  have  no  knowledge  to  difcem  between  good  and 
evil ;  Deut.  i.  39.  But  men,  not  difcerning  good  from  evil,  or  diu- 
fiag  evil  rather  than  good,  are  maay  degrees  oeneath  babes. 

Hecondfyt  Nor  will  reafon  heiliate  at  all  upon  this  particular.  That 
tiere  are  demrees  rfgpodnefs  fitfnd  among  pUa/ures  and  delights  /  fome 
are  better  than  others.  Every  life  b  not  alike  pleafant  and  hap« 
py.  T6  deny  this,  is  to  make  the  moft  defpicable  worm,  or  flyi 
equally  happy  with  the  moft  excell^t  creature  upon  earth.  And 
befide,  Ibr  the  CQDvi£i;ion  of  fuch  debauched  perfons  as  I  am 
bere  si^guing  with,  it  will  follow  'clearly  from  the  denial  of  that 
truth,  that  they  really  gain  nothing  to  themfelves,  by  all  their  extra-* 
vagant  and  licentious  courfes  \  there  being  altogether  as  much  plea>- 
fure  and  felicity,  in  a  temperate,  chafte,  and  fober  life,  as  there  is  in 
that  beaftly  life  they  Uve  \  and  their  very  departure  from  the  way  of 
fobriety,  to  embrace  the  ways  of  debauchery,  moft  clearly  evinceth  to 
the  w(M-ld,  that  they  do  not  think  all  pleafures  equal  *,  but  that  they  da 
confid^ently  expert  to  find  more  pleafure  and  latisfa£lion  in  the  way 
that  they  chufe,  than  they  did  in  the  way  of  fobriety,  which  they 
have  left  and  abandoned. 

Thirdly ^  I  cannot  be  fo  uncharitable  to  think,  but  the  reli£ls  of  rea- 
iba  m  tl4e  moft  jrofligate  perfooi  will  readily  admit  aod  g;rant,  That 
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%vherever  the  good  of  pUafure^  p^fi^%  o^d  honour^  mtet  together^  attdjointlj 
conipire  t:  make  the  life  of  a  man  more  comfortahUy  and  more  durable  upon 
earth  /  that  if  much  rjther  to  ht  chofen^  than  a  mere  tranfient  touch  ofjenr 
Jitive  ple^fure^  accompanied  vjiith  prefent  regret^  and folbnved  with  the  ruin 
of  tfinte^  namct  hswur^  foul ^  and  body.  He  that  thinks  cthcrwifc,  is 
more  lit  for  a  bedlam,  than  a  rational  and  fober  confutation.  Thde 
things  therefore  I  take  for  granted,  they  being  innate  and  felf-erideot 
notions  and  principles  in  all  men. 

5  5.  The  wifdom  and  goodntfs  of  God  arc  clearly  dilcernible,  in 
leaving'  fuch  principles  of  reafon,  and  common  notices  of  conftiencc 
in  ir.cn  after  the  fall|  as  prompt  them  naturally  unto  jnflice,  chaility, 
temperance,  and  fobriety ;  and  do  ftruggle  within  them,  to  rcfiraia 
them  from,  or  recover  theoi  out  of  their  immoralities  }  from  which 
many  advantages  do  rcfult. 

For  hereby  God  is  acknowledged  all  th?  world  over  \  men  every 
where  ihewing  by  thefe  things  the  work  of  the  law  written  in  their 
hearts  ;  Rom.  ii.  15. 

Hereby  kingdoms  aAd  commonwealth  are  preferved  \  this  being 
the  common  bridle,  which  retrains  the  outrageous  luf^s  of  xnillicns 
of  men,  which  elfe  would  turn  the  world  into  coofufion ;  though 
here  and  there  fome  have  ilipt  bridle,  and  run  into  all  excefs  of  riot. 
We  juflly  admire  the  providence  of  God,  in  butting,  bounding,  and 
retraining  the  bolfterous  ocean,  by  mountains,  rocks,  and  lands: 
and  as  much  is  he  to  be  admired,  m  curbing  the  infatiable  lufls  of 
men,  by  thefe  innate  principles  of  reafon  and  copfci^ce. 
'  Hereby  the  way  to  fin  is  in  fome  meafure  barred  and  (but  up  :  and 
the  further  progrefs  of  finners,  already  entered  into  it,  ftopped  and 
denied.  For  actions  done  with  regret,  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  done 
fo  firequently  and  fiirioufly,  as  if  they  were  done  without  any  regret*, 
or  that  the  way  to  fin  was  fmoothed  to  them*  with  a  full  confent  and 
approbation  of  their  whole  felf.  For  moft  finners  find  in  themftJvcs 
what  Medea  did, 

l^idco  melioray  prohoqucy 

Deteriora  fequor, 

*•  They  both  fee  and  approve  that  which  is  better,  though  they  fbllcw 
*  that  which  is  wcrfe.* 

In  a  word,  thefe  rclifts  of  reafon  and  confcience  in  men,  arc  fit 
handles  to  catch  hold  on,  for  the  turning  them  about  from  Satan 
unto  God.  When  Paul  rcafoned  with  Felix,  about  Temperance, 
rightcoufnefs,  and  jadgment  to  come,  his  words  laid  hold  upon  thefe 
handles,  and  gave  him  fuch  a  fliakc,  that  the  text  faith,  Felix 
trembled.  Ami,  Of  that  xb.H'  mighr  take  hold  of  the  reafon  and 
ccnfciencc  of  every  profane  reader,  and  ;5roducc  fpme  more  excellent 
and  larting  effect  upon  his  fbcl. 

J  6.  Thefe  notices  and  di£lates  of  reafon  and  confcicncc  in  men, 
bcbg  (o  ntceflary,  ^nd  many  ways  beneficial  to  themfelvcs,  as  wcH 
as  to  the  whole  community  5  it  niufl  therefore  be  a  horrid  Tillainy  tc 
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war  againft  them;  and,  by  violence,  t6  fupprcfs  apd  crtflavethem  to 
their  own  )uQs. 

This  is,  as  if  a  company  of  defperate  ruffins,  fliould  affault  innocent 
and  noble  travellers  upon  the  lawful  road,  bind  and  gag  their  guides, 
whilft  they  rob  and  proflitute  them.  Thus  deal  brutiih  lufts,  (head- 
.ed  by  the  devil)  with  thc  affeftions  of  men,  travelling  along  the  law^ 
ful  road  of  duty^  under  the  conduct  of  reafon  and  confcience.  For 
^his  villainy  it  was,  th?t  the  apoftle  tells,  usj  "The  wrath  of  God 
**  was  reyealed  from  heaven  ajainft  the  Heathens,  who  held  the 
"  truth  in  unrightcoufnefs,"  Rom.  i.  18.  .  They  had  the  light  oF 
natural  reafon  ^nd^  confcieqce  in  them,  the  inbred  notions  of  good 
^nd  evil  5  which  raifed  their  hopes  or  fears,  according  to  the  nature 
and  quality  of  their  actions. 

*   Confcia  mens  ut  cuique  fua £/?,  ita  cottcip'U  inira 
PeiforaprofaSlofpemque  metumquefuo*  Ovid. 

But  their  headitrong  boillerous  lud,  rudely  and  violently  brake  ia 
upon  reafon  and  confcience,1mprifoned  and  bound  them ;  as  Zedelciah 
did  the  faithful  prophet  Jeremiah,  for  the  difcharge  of  his  duty  to 
him.  For  this,  "  the  wrath  of  God  was  revealed  from  heaven  againft 
"  them."  And  indeed,  we  cannot  wonder  it  fliould  be  incenfcd 
againft  tbeip,  a<;  it  will  a^aizift  all  that  a£t  like  them.  For  into  fuch 
a  (in  as  this,  many  direful  aggravations  fall  in  together,  to  make  it  a 
fuonftrous  and  prodigious  fin.  Ifere  we  find  an  high  and  caufelefs 
abufe  of  the  nobleft  natural  faculties  and  powers  of  a  man's  own  foul. 
What  harm  have  thy  reafon  and  confcience  done  thee,  by  ftimulating 
and  peHuadina  thee  tQ  temperance,  chaftity,  and  fobriety :  or  by 
ftruggling  and  nriving  with  thee,  to  prevent  both  thy  prefent  and 
future  riiin  ?  Do  they  lay  their  faithful  and  loving  hands  of  reftraint 
upon  thee,  when  they  fee  thee  running  headlong  into  deftruftion  ? 
And  do  they  iiti^rvt  for  this,  and  no  worfe  than  this,  to  be  thus 
trampled  under  fpot,  and  abufed  ?  Afk  thyfelf,  man.  Whether  thoa 
thinkcft  thy  very  dog  deferves  to  be  hanged,  for  opening  at  midnight, 
and  taking  that  thief  by  the  throat,  v/hocame  to  cut  thine  ?  And 
dareft  thoij  ufe  thofe  noble^  powers  witiiin  thee,  worfe  than  thou 
vculdft  ufe  a  dog  ?  Humanity  would  biulh  at  fuch  an  adtion. 

Tiiefe  vile  abulcs  of  'thy  reafon  and  confcience  carry  alio  in  them 
to  horrid  contempt  of  God  \  whofb  patent,  officers,  and  delegates, 
thy  reafon  and  conicience  are.  Thofe  certainly  fin  with  an  high  hand 
^gainlt  the  Lord,  who  make  nothing  to  controul,  kick,  and  lay  in 
irons,  his  <;:opmiffion-officers,  appointed  for  no  other  end,  but  their 
prefent  and  future  felicity.     Nay, 

Such  men  as  thefe  are  found  in  4  plain  confederacy  <wth  the  devil, 
^ncl  that  in  a  moil  unnatural  and  horrid  plot  againft  their  own  ibuls 


f  As  each  man's  foul  of  good  or  ill  is  confclous, 
'&\t  Hope  for  good  ho  fceU,  kiit  feari  for  vice. 
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and  bodiei.  »Their  light  and  th^ir  lads  are  fttuggltng  together.  Sin 
and  confcience  are  combating  one  with  another ;  the  one  to  deftroy, 
the  other  to  fave  the  man.  Dareft  thou  join  with  thy  lofts  againft 
Iby  light,  and  think  not  to  be  brougbt  in  as  a  party  and  confederate 
with  the  devil  ?  The  ftoppii^  of  the  mouth  of  thy  confcience,'  fully 
proves  both  thy  confent  and  concealment :  and  if  {uroved  confent 
and  concealment  make  thee  not  a  party  and  acceflaryi  it  will  be  very 
firange. 

Plutarch,*  in  his  hook  Ji  Amidiia^  relates  a  ftory  of  a  Perfian,  who 
ftuffling  in  the  dark  with  a  magician,  againft  whom  he  had  a  grudge} 
and  not  being  able  to  conquer  hiifi  himielf,  called  upon  his  friend  vtho 
ftood  by  him  with  a  nnked  fword  ready  to  ftrike,  but  durft  not,  for 
fear  of  killing  his  friend :  The  Perlian  cpes  out,  <  Strike,  ftrike, 
however  thy  itroke  fall :  thruft  at  an  adventure.  I  care  not,  fo  thoti 
kill  the  magidan,  though  thou  kill  him  through  mina  own  body.' 

Muck  fo  ftands  tJie  cafe  here,  with  a  little  variation.  Thou  art  fa^ 
rioufly  fet  upon  the  enjoyment  of  thy  lufts  {  nothing  will  ^et  thee, 
but  their  fatbfadion.  Thy  reafon  and  confcience  will  oppofe  It,  and 
finiggle  hard  witli  thee,  to  with-hold  thee  from  them.  Sut  thou  careft 
xiot,  in  the  rage  of  thine  infatiable  appetite,  thoueh  thy  reafon  and 
confcience  both  fall  in  the  combat,  rather  than  toy  lufts  fliould  not 
be  (atisfied.  Oh,  what  brutes !  yea,  what  monftersi  Q^  ^  tuni 
men  ijato  i , 

$  7.  If  men  have  not  quite  extinguiChed  both  reafbn  and  con« 
fcience  by  dd>auchery,  and  divefted  themfelves  of  humanity  ;  one 
would  think,  no  motion  or  addrefs  can  poffibly  be  made  to  them 
more  fair,  rational,  and  inoffenCve,  than  this,  that  they  would  be 
plealed  but  to  confult  themfelves,  and  hearken  to  the  native  and  un- 
conftrained  voice  of  their  own  reafon  and  confcience,  before  they  en- 
gage themfelves  m  matters  0^  great  concernment,  upon  which  both 
their  prefent  and  eternal  wel^u-e  do  depend  \  or,  if  they  are  already 
engaged,  yet  at  leaft  to  lend  an  ear  to  what  they  have  to  offer  iot 
their  recovery,  before  it  be  too  late. 

You  are  not  here  urged  and  preded,  to  hearken  to  the  voices  cf 
your  enemies  that  hate  you,  or  to  the  counfcl  and  advice  of  tctit 
firangersi  who  know  not  your  affairs  ;  but  to  hearken  to  ycurfelv'-s, 
to  be  your  own  arbitrators  and  judges,  to  draw  up  the  award  with 
your  own  hand.  It  is  a  flrange  and  nil  hard  cafe  indeed,  and  fcarce 
to  be  fuppofcd,  that  men  (bculd  fall  out  with  themfelves  at  fucb  a 
rate,  that  they  had  rather  hear  the  voice  of  their  mortal  enefliy  the 
devil,  and  liften  to  his  advice  and  couiifel,  than  to  the  Voice  of  the&r 
own  reafonjiBd  confcience* 

AV'e  all  account  it  madncfs  in  Balaam,  to  beat  his  innoceAt  i&f  and 
threaten  lo  kill  her  for  fliunning  the  fword  of  the  angel,  that  oppofcd 
his  pafTage  in  a  linful  and  dangerous  expedition  ;  but  how  many  ufe 
both  their  reafon  and  confcience  worfe  than  afies,  becaufe  they  dare 
r.ot  go  forward,  and  deiperately  carry  them  into  the  v&y  midft  of 
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^A^r»  and  miferiesj  nhkh  they  phioljr  foreftc,  aad  wom*  them 
of? 

What  injuries  ha«e  thy  r^afim  or  confiutnce  done  thee,  men  f 
What  aflfironts  have  they  given  thee ;  that  tfaoo  wilt  not  fa^  then 
to  {peaki  or  otkt  one  word,  though  never  fe  pertment^  feafenabkr 
and  nec^flliry  ?  There  is  a  dvilfey  due  from  us  to  mere  Grangers  ^ 
yea,  to  Grangers  of  an  inferior  rank  and  quality.  The  lea4  we  can 
do,  is  to  g^ve  them^  a  pationt  hearing  (  and  not  interrupt  thest,  whilft 
they  fpeak  nothmg  but  what  U  rational,  pertinent,  and  neeeflary, 
efpeciilly  if  it  be  to  their  own  good  and  advantage.  It  is  ftrange^ 
men  (hould  not  think  themfelves  as  much  obliged  to  pay  citPitity  and 
ref  peA  to  their  own  reafons  and  eonfeiences,  as  they  daily  pay  to  mere 
Arangers  and  inferiors.  Give  them  but  a  patient  hearing,  and  thef 
will  both  tell  thee  J 

«  We  are  thine  appointed  guardians,  and  have  our  conmiiffion  from 
God,  to  advife,  dh>eA,  and  oounfel.  We  are  thy  faithful  and  in« 
ward  friends  ;  yea,  we  are  thine  ownfelf,  and  the  beft  and  noUefk 
part  of  thyfclf  too.  At  our  hands  God  will  require  thy  bloody 
fhouldft  thou  peri(h  by  our  filence  or  treachery.  We  cannot  be  both 
filent  and  innocent,  both  are  in  fuch  hazard.  Do  not  abuie  tis,  and 
ftop  our  mouths  from  crying  put,  ftop,  ftop }  when  we  fee  thee  de« 
parting  from  the  paths  of  honefty,  honour,  and  fafety,  and  taking 
the  direct  road  to  that  gulph  of  mifery,  in  which  few  (if  any)  foot* 
fteps  are  foahd  of  fiich  as  return  again,  that  are  fitf  engaged  therein. 

Suffer  us  but  fairly  and  friendly  to  expoftulate  the  matter  with  thee« 
What  defigncan  we  have  againlt  thy  true  intcreft  $  whilft  thine,  and 
ours,  cannot  poffibly  beeppofite;  ordisjuoA,  but  one  and  the  fame 
intcreft?' 

Well  then,  that  which  thy  reafon  aad  conTcience  ofiers,  bring  fo 
veightyj  ftur,  and  jnft,  and  what  thine  own  intereft  pktinly  lies  in  ; 
I  will  not  be  fo  uncharitable,  as  to  iuppofe  thou  wSl  either  refrrfe  to 
hear^.  or  rc^eft  what  they  have  to  fay,  in  the  foUowbg  cafes  and  de» 
bates. 


CHAP.   in. 

Wherein  the  true  eenfure  and  judgment  of  ri^  reafon  and  eonfekncef  tfw 
given  upon  frofane /wearing,  and  blafpbeming  the  name  (fQod;  Astdja 
their  r^es  to  feveral  pieas  offered  in  dtjenee  w  excufe  thereof 

$  I.  dT^  OD  beftowed  on  man  the  noble  faculty  of  fpeech,  (ap«s» 

\jr  cttliar  favour  and  privilege)Jbr  two  ends  and  ufes.     (i.) 

That  by  the  ufe  of  his  tongue,  he  may  glorify  his  Maker,  and  ibuMi 

forth  the  praifes  of  his  Redeemer,    (a.)  That  we  mij^t  tberdby  bo 
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able  to  commuDkate  our  minds  one  to  another,  in  iill  ottr  neceffiff^ 
and  convenient  btereOs  and  concernments^  whether  civil  or  religioos. 
This  fnembcri  (the  tongue)  though  fisiall  in  quantity,  13  found  to  be 
mighty  in  efficacy ;  and  whilft  it  is  kept  under  the  rule  ;ind  govern- 
xnent  of  grace,  the  words  that  drop  from  it,  are  as  apples  of  gold  la 
pictures  of  fiWer.  Gracious  words  are  bread  to  feed,  and  water  to 
refrefli  the  fouls  of  others^  A  fan^USed  tongue  is  as  a  tree  of  life. 
Converfiop,  edification,  and  coniolation^  are  the  delicious  fruits  cf 
the  lips* 

But  the  tongyes  of  htc»z  men  break  loofe  from^  under  all  the  lairs 
^nd  rules  both  of  reafon  and  religion,  and  ferve  only  to  vent  the  froth 
and  filth,  which  abound  in  the  heart,  as  in  a  fountain  of  poltution : 
jRpr  wtcfthe  abundance  of  the  hearty  the  mouth  fpeakeiL  The  tcnguc 
moves  lightly,  but  falls  heavily;  it  Arikes  foft,  but  wounds  deep.  I( 
\rould  not  fpare  men  of  the  higheft  rank  and  eounencs,  did  not  the 
fear  of  capital  punishments  teach  them  fo  much  wit,  to  keep  their 
tongues  in  prifon,  that  they  may  keep  their  bodies  out  of  prifon.  And 
though,  for  this  reafon,  they  are  afraid  of  making  too  bold  with  the 
names  of  men ;  yet  having  no  fear  of  God  at  all,  they  fall  opon  his 
great  and  dreadful  name,  tolling  it  to  and  fro,  without  any  refpe£l 
or  reverence. 

AuguAus  prohibited  the  common  u(e  of  his  name^  left  it  fiiouU 
grow  too  cheap  and  vile,  by  the  common  and  needleis  ufing  of  it' 
The  name  of  Mercurius  Trifmegift^s  was  very  fparingly  ufed,  beaofe 
of  the  great  reverence  the  people  had  for  him.  The  very  Heathens 
were  afraid  to  pronounce  the  name  of  their  great  god,  Demogorgon^ 
as  fearing  the  earth  would  tremble,  when  his  name  was  mentioned. 
How  doth  the  reverence  of  Heathens  to  their  falfe  gods,  expofe  and 
aggravate  the  impudence  of  profcfied  Chriftians,  in  their  vile  imJig- 
nicies  and  abu/es  of  the  great  and  terrible  name  of  the  true  God!  Yca^ 
they  not  only  take  up  his  name  vainly  and  raiOhiy  into  their  lips,  but 
audacioufly  infert  it  by  a  profane  oath  into  their  common  talk,  as  that 
which  gives  the  grace,  lepor,  and  ornament  fo  their  difcotiries.  Soaic 
have  not  been  afliamed  to  fay,  what  pity  is  it,  that  fweartog  (iiould 
be  a  fin,  which  gives  fo  great  a  grace  and  ornament  to  language  ? 

5  2.  Swearing  by  the  name  of  (iod  in  a  righteous  canfe,  when  cal- 
led thereto  by  due  authority,  is  not  only  a  lawful,  but  a  religious  2A1 
founded  upon,  and  dire<^ed  to  the  honour  of  God's  omnifdencc; 
whereunto  there  is  a  folemn  appeal  made,  in  every  aflcrtory  and  pro- 
mifibry  oath,  and  a  religious  acknowledgment  made  him,  of  his  infal" 
lible  knowledge  of  the  truth  or  falfehood  of  our  hearts,  and  all  the  fe* 
crets  of  them,  be  they  never  fo  involved  and  inward  things. 

The  lawful  ufe  and  end  of  fwearing,  is  to  put  an  end  to  all  ftrife) 
and  to  maintain  both  equity  and  charity  among  men ;  the  two  bonds 
and  ligaments  of  human  fociety.  Now,  it  being  the  fovcreign  right 
and  property  of  God  alone,  infallibly  to  fearch  and  try  the  heartsaM 
reini  ofmen,  he  thereby  becomes  the  infallible  witnefs  to  the  truth  or 
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^{^hood'of  what  they  fpeak ;  fo  that  in  every  fiich  lawful  oath,  thm  * 
is  not  only  a  folemn  appeal,  and  in  that  appeal  an  aicription  of  glory* 
io  his  fovereign  omiiircience  \  but  therein  (implicitly  at  lead)  they 
put  themielves  under  bis  wrath  and  cuHe,  in  cafe  they  fwear  faUely ; 
which  makes  this  adion  moft  facred  and  folemn. 

The  deep  corruption  of  human  nature  by  the  fall,  makes  thefe  ap* 
peals  to  God  un4er  a  curfe  necefl*ary.  For  it  is  fuppofedi  thodgh  mea 
be  falfe  and  deceitful,  yet  there  is  fome  reverence  of  a  Deity,  and£ear 
of  his  wrath  and  curfe,  left  tmextinguiflied  in  their  fallen. nature.  So 
that  men  will  rather  fpeak  the  truth  (though  to  their  own  ihame  and 
lofs)  than  by  invocating  fo  glorious  a  name  in  vain,  put  both  ioul  and 
body  under  his  wrath  and  cudTe.  By  which  it  appears  what  an  awful' 
and  folemn  thing  an  oath  is ;  and  that  every  good  man,  not  only  takes 
a  lawful  oath  with  holy  fear  and  trembling,  becaufe  of  the  folemnity 
of  the  a€ticip ;  but  rather  ought  to  chiife  death,  than  to  fwear  pro* 
fanely,  becaufe  of  the  horrid  malignity  of  the  adion^ 

§  3.  The  contumely  and  malignity  found  in  profane  oaths,  ap(>ear9 
in  that  terrible  threatening,  <^  The  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltlefi  * 
that  taketh  his  name  in  vain  i*  A  threatening,  altogether  as  juft  and 
righteous,  as  it  is  fevere  and  terrible.  This  fin  admits  of  degrees  of 
guilt.  It  is  highly  Anfiil  to  fwear  by  the  name  of  God  lightly  and ' 
vainly  in  our  common  difcourfes,  though  the  oath  be  clipped,  and 
half  fnpprefled,  or  difguifed  in  the  pronunciation  of  it)  which  argues 
iotcit  remains  of  fear  and  (bame  in  the  finner. 

It  is  yet  worfe  (and  indeed  not  a  jot  below  blafphemy)  to  fwear  by 
any  other  name,  than  the  name  of  God :  For  in  io  doing,  they  at- 
tribute to  a  creature  the  fovereign  and  incommunicable  property  of 
Godt^  fet  that  creature  in  the  very  throne  of  God,  and  inveft  it  with 
the  regalities  of  his  omnifcience,  to  know  our  hearts,  smd  almigbtf  ' 
power,  to  avenge  the  wrong  upon  us,  done  to  himfelf,  as 'well  as  to 
luen,  by  falfe-fwearing. 

But  to  break  in  rudely  and  blafphemoufly  upon  the  facred  and  tre* 
mendous  name  of  God,  with  bold  and  full-mouthed  oaths,  striking 
through  his  facred  name  with  direA  contumelious  blafphemies ;  this 
argues  an  heart,  from  which  all  fear  of  God  is  utterly  expelled  and 
baniihed. 

Yet  fbme  there  are,  grown  up  to  that  prodigious  height  of  impiety, 
that  they  dare  aiFault  the  very  heavens,  and  diicharge  whole  voihes  of 
blafphemies  againil  the  glorious  m^^efty  which  dwells  there.  They  are 
not  afraid  to  bid  defiance  to  him,  and  challenge  the  God  that  made 
them,  to  do  his  worfV.  They  deck  and  adorn  (as  they  account  Jt) 
their  common  difcourfes  with  bloody  oaths,  and  horrid  imprecations; 
not  .reckoning  them  genteel  and  modifh  without  them.  It  confifts 
not  with  the  greatnefs  of  their  fpirits,  to  be  wicked  at  the  comni<m 
rate.  They  are  willing  to  let  the  world  know,  that  they  are  none  oF 
thofe  puny,  filly  fellows,  that  are  afraid  of  invifible  powers,  or  fo  much 
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cowaitla»  ai^  cKp  t  iiill-fiiettthed  oathi  by  fuppfeffiog,  or  wKHj^€nfl^ 
the  emphatvcal  iaanding  fyUable ;  biit  think  an  horrid  bhTphemy 
nake&  the  moft  fireet  and  gracefitl  cadency  in  their  hel&fli  rhetoric. 

They  glory,  that  they  have  fully  conquered  all  thoie  tronblefoms 
notions  of  good  and  evil,  virtue  and  vice,  heaven  and  hell,  to  thatdc' 
gree,  that  they  can  now  aflfiroat  the  divine  Majefty  to  his  very  face, 
and  not  fear  the  worft  he  threatens  in  his  word  againft  their  wicked- 
sefi. 

If  there  be  a  God,  [which  they  icarce  believe )  they  are  refblved,  au- 
doKioufly  to  provoke  him  to  give  them  a  'convincing  evidence  of  his 
being*  And  if  ht  be  (as  they  are  told  he  is)  rich  in  patience  and 
forbearance,  they  are  refolved  to  try  how  far  his  patience  will  extend, 
and  what  load  of  wickednefs  it  is  capable  to  bear. 

If  thdr  damnation  be  not  yet  fure  enough,  they  will  do  their  ntmoft 
to  make  it  fure,  by  breaking  down  the  only  bridge  whereby  they  can 
efcape  daomation:  I  mean,  by  trampling  under  their  feet  the  precious 
Uood  and  wtmnds  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  imprecating  the  damnadon 
of  hell  iqKm  their  own  fouk,  as  if  it  flumbered  too  long,  and  were  too 
flow-paced  in  its  motions  towards  them.  I  am  of  opinion,  there  are 
few  Chriftians  to  be  found  on  earth,  crying  fo  often,  Lord^  pardon; 
Lcrd  favt  tm ;  2&  fome  wretches  among  us  cry,  (I  tremble  to /peak  It!) 
Goddamn  me:  the  devil  take  nu. 

Herein  they  feem  to  envy  the  happinefs  of  the  devils,  and  damned 
wretches  in  hell,  and  endeavour  (as  one  fpeaks)  to  fnatch  damnation 
out  of  God's  hands  before  the  time;  as  if  they  could  not  be  foon  e- 
nough  among  their  rearing  and  howling  companions,  in  the  midft  of 
die  everlafting  burnings.  But,  why  fuch  haite  to  be  perfeflly  mifer* 
able  ?  The  very  devils  themfelves  deprecate  torments  before  the^ 
time,  though  you  imprecate  them.  Your  mifery  makes  haflfe  enough 
towards  you  \  you  need  not  quicken  it,  or  thus  run  to  meet  it. 
I  am  perfuaded,  that  if  the  bars  of  the  bottomlefs  pit  were  broken  ^ 
2Xkd  devils  fliould  aicend  in  human  fhapes,  none  among  them  would 
be  found  haftening  upon  themfelves  the  fulnefs  and  completenefs  of 
their  miiery,  as  you  do.  It  is  a  truth,  though  a  firange  one,  that  it  is 
much  eafier  to  find,  than  imagine  men  upon  earth  profeffing  Chrif* 
tian  religion,  yet  in  fome  reipeS  funk  below  the  wickednefs  of  the  di- 
aboHcal  nature,  by  making  damnation  both  the  fubje£t  of  their  drol- 
lery, and  the  object  of  their  very  wifhes  and  defires.  Some  greater 
mafters  of  our  language,  may  more  lively  and  emphatically  exprefi 
the  horrid  nature  of  tli^  fin ;  but  elcufe  me,  reader,  if  I  believe,  no 
words  or  thoughts  can  meafure  the  height  or  depth  of  this  monftrous 
abomination. 

$  4  Such  contumelious  language  as  tj^is  (efpecially  when  grown 
modiCh  or  common)  cannot  but  be  a  moflhigh  and  dreadfiil  provoca- 
tion of  God,  and  fuch  an  one  as  will  certamly  bringdown  his  defolat- 
ipg  vengeance,  not  only  upon  the  heads  of  blafphemers  themfeives, 
-but  tipoa  the  ftates  and  kingdoms  that  connive  Uf  or  tolerate  tbem- 
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We  readi  Zech.  v.  29  3, 4.  of  a  flying  roll  fbll  of  curfes,  the  lengtk 
thereof  twenty  cubits,  and  the  breadth  thereof  ten  cuUtS}  which  (hall 
enter  into  the  houfe  of  the  fwearer,  remain  in  the  midft  oi  bis  houfe, 
and  confume  it  with  the  timber  and  fiones  thereof.  Blafphemy  and 
profane  ftrearing  are  like  barrels  of  gunpowder  laid  ander  the  foanda- 
fioh  of  many  great  and  noble  families,  many  of  which  are  already 
blown  upy  and  laid  in  ruins  by  this  fin,  and  many  more  are  ready  to 
folio W)  aa  ibon  as  the  juftice  of  God  fliall  gife  fire  to  it* 

And  (comparatively  fpeaking)  it  were  happy  if  the  mifchief  ended 
J&ere  i  but,  alas !  it  caufes  God  to  commence  a  quarrel  with  the  whol^ 
land ;  Hof.  iv,  2»  3.  <  And  becaufe  of  oaths»  the  land  monmeth/ 
Ton  find  in  Ifa.  xxxviii.  what  it  was  that  brought  that  uoparaUelei 
deiblanon  upon  that  famous  and  flouriChing  city  of  Jeruialem»  and 
the  whole  land  of  Judah  \  <  for  Jerufalem  is  ruined,  an<)  Judah  is 
fallen  }  becdufe  their  tongues  and  their  doings  are  againft  the  Lord^ 
to  provoke  the  eyes  of  his  glory.' 

But,  alas  I  fcrip|:ure-threatnings  fignify  fcarce  fo  much  with  thcie 
men,  as  the  predUftions  of  the  weather  in  an  almanack ;  and,  which 
is  fb^nge  to  confider,  the  very  execution  of  fcripture'threatnings  be- 
fore  their  eyes,  will  not  terrify  them  from  this  inhuman  wickednefsj 
even  thele  alfo  are  laughed  to  fcom,  or  eafily  fbi^otten. 

O  !  that  God  would  fet  it  home  with  power,  upon  the  fpirits  of  all 
that  are  in  power,  to  take  forae  fpeedy  and  eSefhial  courfe,  to  remove 
this  atcurfed  thing,  this  iniquity  to  be  puniflied  by  the  judge  i  one 
(and  a  chief  one  too)  of  thofe  direful  provocations  of  heaven,  to 
which  we  oWe  a  fpecial  part  of  our  national  infelicity  at  this  day. 
We  all  acknowledge,  that  all  profperity  and  fuccefs  depends  upon 
God  s  if  fo,  reafon  will  readily  own,  that  it  muft  be  therefore  the 
interief^  of  kingdoms  and  commonwealths,  to  prevent  and  reflrain 
thole  impieties,  which  fo  audacioufly  provoke  and  incenfe  his  wrath. 
As  much  is  this  their  duty  and  sntereft,  as  it  is  the  tntereft  of  acousv 
tier  to  avoid  ^offences  of  his  royal  mafter,  the  king,  upon  whofe  favour 
his  honour  and  preferment  depends  :  Or  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  owner^ 
to  keep  in  that  ox  which  is  ufed  to  goring,'  or  cover  that  pit  into 
which  ibme  have,,  and  others  of  his  family  are  like  to  £U1:  or  care^ 
fiilly  and  fpeedily  to  remove  that  gunpowder,  which  his  enemies  have 
placed  under  the  foundation  of  his  houfe,  to  blow  it  up.  Both  reafoa 
and  experience  will  inform  the  rulers  of  this  world,  that  proiefled  re* 
bels  to  the  God  of  heaven,  are  oever  like  to  make  ufeiul  fub}eAs  ii^ 
the  kingdom^  of  men. 

§  5.  Until  public  juftice  lay  bold  upon  fuch  offenders,  let  us  try 
what  dofe  reafoning  may  eflfeA,  for  their  reform  aticm.  It  is  hard  to 
imagine  that  men  of  fenfe  ihould  fo  general^,  and  fo  far  engage 
theinfelves  in  this  courfe  of  profime  fwearing,  and  have  nobhmg  at  aK 
to  (ay  for  tbemfelves. 

If  the)'  have  ao  reafeA  at  aQi  to  «ffer  m  juftification  or  excufe  of 
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what  they  do,  thejr  a£t  thcbratesj  not  the  me&i  and  are  feIf«Gmu 
demned  already. 

It  is  a  queftion  with  me,  whether  the  foul  of  raanj  on  this  fide 
hell,  can  fink  fo  deep  into  the  nature  of  a  devil,  as  to  fin  becaufe  he 
-will  fin }  or  to  engage  himfelf  in  a  courfe  of  fin,  without  any  refpeft 
at  all  to  ibme  carnal  intereft^  either  of  profit,  pleafure^  or  ho- 
nour i 

The  thief  hath  a  vifible  temptation  of  gain  to  allure  him,  or  pinch-r 
ing  neceffity,  to  induce  him.  The  liar  is  drawn  in,  to  commit  that 
fecond  fin,  to  cover  the  fliame  and  turpitude  of  a  former.  The  adnl- 
terer  promifeth  himfelf  pleafure  in  the  fatisfaAior;  of  his  lufts.  And 
though  men  generally  ftand  amazed  to  think,  what  that  temptation 
ibould  be,  which  prevails  upon  the  fwearer }  yet  doubtlefs,  (bmething 
there  is  he  hath  to  plead  in  excufe  and  extenuation  of  his  fault. 
Whatfoever  it  b«,  let  it  be  produced,  and  weighed  in  the  balance  of 
right  reafon  ;  Fakai  quantum  vakre  poteft^  Let  it  have  its  due  value 
and  confideration.-  And  could  I  imagine  any  thmg  more  likely  to  he 
their  inducements,  than  what  I  (hall  here  mention,  I  would  not  cOd- 
ceal  them.  There  are  only  four  things,  ths^t  can  fall  within  the  com** 
pafs  of  my  imagination,  pleadable  by  them,  when  feriouily  charged 
with  the  evil  of  the  fuft. 

I.  Some  of  them  will  happily  tell  us,  that  they  would  not  fwear 
as  they  do,  if  they  could  gain  credit  to  what  they  fay  without  it ;  but 
the  incredulity  of  others,  provokes  them  to  add  fp  many  osths  to  their 
fingle  affirmations. 

a.  Others  of  them  will  tell  us,  they  only  fwear  in  their  paflion, 
when  provoked  by  bjuries  received  from  others  ;  and  if  men  did  not 
wrong  them,  they  would  not  wrong  God  as  they  do. 

3.. Some  will  plead,  that  fwearing  is  become  modifh,  the  badge 
and  charafter  of  a  gentleman  \  that  it  gives  them  reputation  amon;; 
men  of  their  own  rank  and  quality  \  and  that  they  lhall  be  iookcd 
upon  as  fneaking  fools,  unfit  for  the  company  of  gentlemen,  if  th^y 
could  not  difcourfe  with  them  in  this  dialeft, 

4.  And  fome  will  confefs  the  pradice  is  evil ;  bnt  that  they  have 
gotten  fuch  an  ill  habit,  and  the  fin  is  become  fo  cuilomary  with  them, 
that  many  times  they  know  not  whether  they  iwear  or  po. 

I  cannot  imagine,  nor  (I  think)  they  themielves,  what  elfe  is  plead- 
able in  excufe,  or  extenuation  of  this  horrid  fin  :  X«et  thefe  that  are 
produced,  have  a  fair  trial  at  the  bar  of  reafon  ;  and  carry  yourielves 
towards  this  fin  for  ever  hereafter,  according  to  that  righteous  verdicL 
yourfelves  fliall  be  forced  to  pafs  upon  it. 

$  6.  To  begin  with  the  fiiil  plea.  You  fay,  you  would  not  iwear 
as  you  do,  could  you  gain  credit  to  your  words  without  it«  Weigh 
this  quefiion  in  the  upright  balance  of  thine  own  reafon,  whether  any 
wife  or  fober  man  in  the  world,  will  find  himfelf  ever  the  more  obl*« 
ged  to  believe  what  you  fay,  by  the  addition  of  blafphemous  oaths  and 
imprecations,  to  your  plain  and  fimple  afiSrmations  or  negations.    I 
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cannot  think,  that  you  yourfelves  would  give  the  more  credit  to  any 
man^  that  ihoald  profefs  his  fincerity  to  you,  by  finding  him,  in  that 
his  very  profelfi^ai  falls  aad  treacherous  to  his  God.  Say,  reafon^ 
doil  not  thou  tai^?  this  for  a  fure  truth  ;  that  he  who  makes  no  con- 
icience  of  b^^iqg  true  to  God,  will  never  make  much  confcience  of 
being  talCb  to  men  ?  For  what  is  that  which  gives  any  man's  words 
reputation  among  wife  and  fober  men,  but  the  fuppofition  of  his  in<* 
tregritf ,  and  confcientious  fear  of  his  deceit  aad  guile  ?  Take  away 
that)  and  with  it  you  take  away  the  credibility  of  all  his  reports  and 
affirmations. 

If  I  look  upon  the  perfon  that  fpeaks,  as  a  man  of  integrity  and 
coa(cientious  tendernei),  I  have  a  fufficient  ordinary  lecurity  of  the 
truth  of  what  he  faith.  But  if  I  look  upon  him  as  a  man  of  a  protti- 
tute  and  feared  confcience,  that  dares  venture  upon  any  (in  ;  a  man, 
in  whom  there  is  no  awe  of  God,  to  produce  veracity  in  his  words  $ 
then  my  reafon  pri:fently  concludes,  tha(  where  there  is  no  truth, 
there  ought  to  be  no  truil:  For  truth  is  the  very  ground-work  and 
foundation  of  truft*  Now,  what  truth  can  we  fuppofe  to  be  left  ia 
ibat  man  that  flicks  not,  upon  any  trivial  occadon,  to  break  afunier 
all  the  obligations  of  a  creature  to  his  Creator  t  together  with  all  the 
bonds  of  kindnsfs,  his  great  and  bed  benefa£lor  hath  bound  him  with- 
al }  and  without  any  the  ieail  injury  he  can  pretend  his  God  hath 
done  him,  to  fly.  in  his  very  face  with  the  mod  contumelious  lan- 
guage ?  Can  we  fuppofe  any  truth  to  be  in,  or  any  trud  to  be  due  to 
fuch  a  mai)  as  this  i 

Good  men  and  bad  are  thus  contradidinguifhed,  Eccl.  ix.  2.  <  Him 
that  fweareth,  and  he  that  feareth  an  oath.'  A  confcientious  man  is 
fo  afiraid  of  an  oath,  that  he  would  rather  chufe  to  die,  than  fwear 
iboie  kind  of  oaths  :  And  though  he  be  fatisiied  of  the  lawfulnefs  of 
an  oath  in  general,  and  of  the  matter  of  that  oath  he  fweareth  in  par- 
ticular;  yet  an  holy  awe  and  fear  of  God  fills  his  heart,  when  he 
fwears  lawfully  and  neceffarily^  led  he  fhould  fail  in  the  manner  of  it, 
by  not  giving  that  due  reverence  to  the  name  of  God,  which  lb  fa- 
cred  and  folemn  an  a£lion  requires. 

.  But  from  profane  fwcaring,  and  'blafpheming  the  name  of  God, 
every  man's  reafon  may  judly  and  plainly  infer  this  concluGon ;  that 
the  fsfir  of  God,  is  not  in  that  man's  heart.  And  where  there  is  no 
fear  of  God,  what  truth  can  be  fuppofed  in  him  ;  or  what  truft  can 
be  due  to  his  words  or  oaths  ?  But  the  more  he  fwears,  dill  the  lefs 
reafon  all  wife  men  have  to  believe  him.  And  I  am  fure,  the  credu- 
lity of  fools  adds  little  reputation  to  him.  This  plea  therefore,  for 
.piofane  fwearing,  is  altogether  (hamed,  baffled,  and  cafluered,  hy 
Ihe  common  realbn  of  mankind. 

$  7.  Call  therefore  to  the  bar  of  reafon  thefecond  plea,  or  apolo- 
gy, for  profane  fwcaring. 

^oufay^  you  fwear  mi,  unlefs  provoked  by  injuries  men  have  done  you* 
fhjs  is  fo  weak  a  pica  for  fo  great  a  fln^  that  I  wonder  men  are  not 
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afiiattied  to  hriag  it  bto  the  caort  of  rcafoa.  This  is  the  true  taJk^ 
and  ftrength  of  k :  My  enemt  bath  abufed  me ;  therefore  I  will  aii 
tenge  the  wrong  my  enemy  hath  done  me,  upoa  my  beft  friend  and 
beoefaAor.  I  challenge  you  to  give  but  the  cobuTi  or  Ihad^w  of 
Icmnd  reafbn,  why,  upon  any  abaie  you  haye  received  from  men,  yov 
Jhottld  (all  lb  injurioufly  upon  the  name  of  God,  who  never  abufed 
or  injured  youj  fince  he  gave  you  a  being*  but  hath  always  done  yoo 
good.  Tell  me,  man,  (if  thou  haft  the  reafea  of  a  mail  in  thee) 
what  wrong  hath  God  done  thee  i  Wherein  hath  he  injured  thee, 
that  thou  thus  wreakeft  thy  revenge  upon  him  ?  If  an  enemy  have 
affronted  you,  reafon  would  tell  you,  you  ought  not  to  take  reveage 
lor  it,  upon  your  friend,  and  beft  benefa£lor»  Have  you  none  but 
God  to  abufe,  >vhen  men  abufe  and  injure  you  f  Can  your  realon 
comprobate  and  allow  fuch  an  a^iion  as  this  ?  Satan  inftigatos  the  cor- 
ruptions of  men  to  injure  you  \  and  you  fly  in  the  face  ^  God  far  it, 
whofe  laws  feverely  prohil^t  fuch  aftions,  and  will  avenge  the  injuries 
done  unto  him.  Speak  no  more  therefore  for  ever,  in  the  way  of  ex« 
cufing  the  horrid  finfulnefs  of  this  faftagainft  God,  upon  the  account 
of  injuries  done  thee  by  thy  fellow  creature.  Thecale  is  phiniy  de^ 
termined,  and  caft  over  the  bar  of  reafon  with  i^ontempt  and  abhorv 
Tencc. 

$  8.  Come  we  next  to  your  third  excu(e,  or  plea }  Th^fwtorin^ 
is  Itcotne  modj/b^  end  gives  you  a  gnat  reputaikn  among  w^  rfy^ur  own 
rank  and  quality  ;  and  that  youjball  be  laded  npw  as/n^ngftibnuSf  mtfit 
for  thefodety  of  gentlemen^  \f  V^  ^4  ^^  difcourje  vfith  them  in  thfir  ovn 
itttle^. 

This  apology  bx  iin  is  of  no  late  date :  Salvian  mentions  it  as  far 
l)atk  as  his  own  time :  Profane  perfbns  then  *  thus  pleaded  fortfaem* 
fclves,  that  they  were  compelled  to  be  evil,  left  they  JBiould  be  ac- 
counted vik. 

Whether  there  be  any  weight  in  this  apology  fer  fwearitigs  wiS 
quickly  appear,  npw  it  is  tp  be  laid  in  the  balance  of  true  reafen. 
\  ).  And  firft  of  all,  let  us  conOder  what  makes  a  true  ^emlcman} 
and  whether  profane  fwearing  have  any  place  in  his  true  c^iarader 
and  defcription.  f  A  gentleman,  is  one  that  fprhigs  from  ialnoas  and 
renowned  anceflors,  and  degenerates  not  from  their  probityand  ho* 
•nour. 

This  IS  the  man,  whom  the  Latins  call  genenfm^  and  we,  a  gen* 
'  tieman  :  Becaufe  we  fuppofe  a  (nan  of  (uch  an  cxtradion  and  educa^ 
tion,  more  gentle,  sifffabie,  and  coodefcendtng  to  inferiors,  -aiid  to 
keep  a  firi^er  government  over  his  tongue  and  paffions,  dian  the  nide 
'plebians  are  wont  to  do.  Upon  this  account|  the  poet  r^btty  ob* 
fcrvcs, 


*  Mali  effe  cvptiOur^  n$  ^Hes  kaUoMmr* 

t  Gfntri^.wMh^  9Kfnc€hrM,giiurw  9rtm,^wgtmrt  tmA/htUt. 
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^aa  major  e/l  quifyidSf  maps  ^  ptacaUiis  ira, 
£t  /acilss  motuj  mens  generofa  capit. 
Men  «f  genteel  extraction  and  education,  are  peifons,  whofe  paffions 
are  fiippofed  to  move  more  gently  than  other  mens :  And  if  at  anf 
time  they  be  moved  diferdcrly,  yet  are  they  more  placable,  andfboar 
er  reduced,  than  thofe  of  fordid  and  bafer  fpirits  are. 

It  is  virtue  which  raifes  and  ennobles  families' at  firft ;  for  9mmsfa$$m 
guts  cmc^or^'TXX  hu^an  blood  is  derived  from,  and  equally  tainted  l^ 
Adam.  Nobler,  and  ba(er  blood,  is  an  afcer-difference,  made  by 
vutue  and  vice  among  men.  And  as  virtue  firft  ennobled,  and  railed 
feme  families  above  others,  (oit  will  ftiU  continue  the  Hoe  of  honour 
in  their  pofterity :  And  as  their  virtues  ihail  iacreafe,  fo  will  their  ho« 
nour  proportionably  do. 

The  cafe  truly  and  plainly  Aanding  thus ;  it  is  morally  impoffible^ 
to  make  debauchery  the  proper  badge  and  charafler  of  gentility.  For 
men  of  eminency  (above  the  vulgar)  are  more  obliged  than  they,  to 
ihon  all  bafe  and  fordid  actions :  And  as  their  honour  increaleth,  fo 
do  their  oUigaticms  to  temperance  andfobriety  increafe,  and  itrength^ 
en  upon  them  ptopordcmably. 

It  was  therefore  a  right  and  rational  obfervation  of  Hierome ;  I  fee 
nothing  defirable  in  nobility^  (fsdth  he)  but  this;  that  fuch  men  are  bound 
by  a  certain  kind  ef  necejity^  not  to  degenerate  fram^  or  ftain  the  glory 
end  honour  of  their  renowned  anceftors.  And  the  reafon  is  ftrong  and 
evident:  For  virtue  being  that  which  firft  diflFerenced  their  blood 
from  others,  they  are  obliged,  by  all  the  value  they  have  for  the  honour 
of  their  blood  and  families,  to  ihun  thofe  vices  which  (lain  that  hon^ 
otir  and  dignity.  And  what  vice  can  diflionoup  and  debale  them 
more  than  profime  fwearing  ?  For  if  the  arms  of  many  noUe  fiimilies 
have  been  reverfed,  for  treafon  againft  the  king  -,  it  is  irrational  to 
imagine,  that  treafon  againft  the  King  of  kings,  fliould  add  a  new 
mark  of  honour :  And  what  is  blafphemy  but  treafon  againft  God  ? 
It  is  plain  then,  from  the  true  rife  and  charaAer  of  a  gentleman,  pro* 
fane  fwearing  neidier  firft  ratfed,  nor  can  preferve  and  continue,  but 
rather  blots-  and  expofes  their  reputation  and  honour. 

2.  Though  I  am  moft  willing  to  pay  a  becoming  deference  to  all 
perfons  of  noUe  and  genteel  extraAion,  yet,  in  faithfulnefs  to  their 
true  honour,  I  am  here  obliged « to  fay,  (and  in  faying  it,  I  can  offend 
no  man  that  hath  a  true  fenfe  of  honour)  that  their  natural  defcent 
can  never  give  them  fo  much  honour,  as  the  vices  I  am  here  cenfuring 
vi/ill  reBed  ignominy  and  difhonour  upon  them.  To  be  a  flave  of  Sa- 
tan, and  your  own  lufh,  is^fuch  a  mark  of  infamy,  as  all  the  honour- 
able and  illuftrious  titles  in  the  world  can  never  cover.  It  is  better  to 
rife  by  virtue  to  honour,  from  contemptible  parents,  than  by  vice  and 
profiuiencfs,  to  grow  contemptible  from  honourable  parents^  It  is 
your  honour  to  have  many  fervants  at  your  command,  obfequtoufly 
attending  a  nod  of  your  head,  or  a  beck  of  your  finger :  But  aik  your 
own  reafon,  gentlemen^.whether  it  be  not  a  greater  difhonour,  far  yon 
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to  attend  as  obfequiouflj  yourfelves  upon  every  beck  and  pod  of  Sa« 
tan,  and  your  own  lufts  ? 

Were  your  natural  birth  oiice  ennobled  by  the  new  Krth,  yofl 
irould  be  more  than  thrice  honourable,  grace  would  make  you  more 
illuftrious  than  your  natural  extradion  doth,  or  can  do.  Or  if  mor- 
ality (which  IS  far  inferior  to  that  honour,  and  for  which  Heathens 
themfelves  hare  been  renowned  in  the  Pagan  world)  did  but  adorn 
and  beautify  your  converfations  ;  though  it  cannot  entitle  you  to  hea- 
ven, or  fecure  to  you  the  glory  of  the  wc^ld  to  come;  yci  it  would 
make  you  ihine  in  the  eyes  of  men  in  this  world,  and  taking  its  ad- 
vantage from  your  honourable  extraAion,  make  you  differ  from  per- 
fons  of  an  inferior  rank,  as  Aars  of  a  greater  magnitude  and  luflre.  I 
hope,  gentlemen  valuing  themfelves  upon  their  honour,  will  not  be 
offended  at  a  (harper  inveAive  than  this,  againft  thofe  vices  that  dark- 
en and  edipTe  their  honour,  both  in  the  eyes  of  God,  as  well  as  in  the 
judgment  of  all  wife  and  good  men. 

3.  Suppofe  what  you  fay  to  be  true,  that  fome  profane  gentlemen 
fliould  feoff*  and  deride  you,  for  your  fober  carri^,  and  decoras  lan- 
guage, (things  which  ought  to  be  infeparable  from  true  gentility)  I 
would  in  this  cafe  appeal  to  your  own  reaibn,  why  you  (hould  not  en- 
joy your  own  pleafure  in  as  full  latitude  and  liberty,  as  they  do  theirs  ? 
They  delight  in  the  dialed  of  devils ;  you,  in  pure  and  inoffcnfiw 
language.  If  they  will  drink  the  puddled  waters,  and  you  refufe  tfarm 
for  the  pure  chryftal  ffreams ;  you  have,  to  be  fure,  as  much  reafon 
(and  a  thoufand  times  more)  to  aficrt  your  liberty  to  be  virtuous,  than 
they  have  (or  can  pretend  to  have)  a  privilege  to  be  vicious. 

And  if  they  will  be  offended  with  you  for  this,  their  offence  if 

froundlefs  in  themfelves,  and  will  be  greatly  advantageous  to  you. 
'or  you  need  not  doubt  but  you  may  find  better  company  than  theirs 
any  where  on  this  fide  helL  I  remember  that  rational  and  excellent 
'  apology,  which  TertuUian  made  for  the  Chriffians  m  bis  time  agaiaft 
the  Gentiles :  «  Wherein  (faith  he)  do  we  offend  you,  if  we  will  no: 
{artake  with  you  in  your  delights  I  If  we  fuffain  any  damage  by  fuch 
our  refufal,  the  injury  can  only  be  our  own:  Wo  rejed  your  pkafitftS) 
and  you  are  not  delighted  with  ours/ 

You  will  (hew  yourfelves  true  and  worthy  gentlemen,  in  abandon- 
ing and  rejeAing  (upon  fo  noble  an  account  as  this)  all  further  no* 
neceffary  Ibciety  with  fuch  gentile-men  \  for  fo  they  deferve  to  be 
called,  rather  than  gentlemen.  Thy  boaft,  indeed  the  honour  of  their 
blood,  whilft  they  trample  the  precious  and  invaluable  blood  of  Chrift 
under  their  feet :  They  boaft  their  eminency  above  the  vulgar^  vhilft 
mean  time  they  labour  vilely  to  him  that  itt  them  th^e. 

I  am  fure  there  is  not  a  devil  in  hell,  but  is  by  nature  of  a  more 
honourable  and  illuftrious  houfe,  than  the  proudeft  of  blaffrfieiDers. 
They  are  angels  by  nature,  though  devils  by  praSice.  They  have  lit- 
tle reafon  to  boaft  of  their  original  excellency,  which  now  aggravates 
iheir  mifery.    Sin  darkened  their  lufire^  di^aded  them  from  their 
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natural  dignity;  and  fo  iC  will  da  theirs  zXfoy  that  imitate  devils  Xfk  th^ft 
bfafphexny  and  mairgnity  againft  God. 

4.  It  maf  as  eafily  be  pro^red  as  aflertedj  that  to  malte  curling^ 
freariog,  and  btarpbemingy  the  badges  and  charafteriftical  mafks  <tf 
a  true  gentleman,  is  the  fouleft  \Aot  and  mark  of  infamy,  Which  th^ 
malice  of  their  enemies  can  devife  to  put  into  their  efirutcheons ;  and 
fuch  an  afiront,  as  ought  to  be  hij^Iy  reiented  by  aH  true  gentlemeifc 

Shotrld  the  moft  malicious  enemy  you  have  in  the  world,  fee  an 
herald  to  devife  a  mark  o^  infiimy  for  your  coats  of  arms,  to  make  ymt 
ridictthms,  and  a  by^word  among  the  people }  he  could  never  diflionf 
our  yoo  at  that  rate,  you  thi»  way  diflionoirr  yourfelves. 

For  if  debauchery  be  both  afferted  2nd  allowed  to  be  the  true  badg^ 
of  gentilttyi  then  your  own  reaTon  will  infer,  that  all  the  ancient  epi- 
thets of  getltility  ought  thereupon  to  be  altered^  And  would  thoft 
gentlemen,  think  you,  take  it  well,  to  have  the  titles,  and  epithets  of 
ingenic(\is,  worthy,  honourable,  and  noUe,  changed  into  ccrrfing^ 
fwearing,  damning,  blafpheming  gentlemen  i  Tou  cannot  biit  fee  tht 
inconfiftency  of  both*  tf,  therefore,  you  will  adopt  and  wear  the  hitii 
ter,  jt>u  mfuft  either  cafliier  and  renounce  the  former,  or  try  to  make 
the  former  confiftenc  with  the  latter,  which  I  ami  (ure  the  moft  ingeni^ 
ous  aoxortg  you  will  find  an  hard  taSk.  to  dd. 

5.  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  propound  one  plain  blunt  qoeftion  t<i  you^ 
gentlemen.  The  matter  of  it  is  too  rational  to  be  rejected,  and  let 
that  make  atonemem  for  the  blunt  manner  of  its  prbpof^.  And  the 
queftion  is  this : 

Qiieft.  Whtthtt  foar  reafort  and  eonfcienee  be  ftUly  failsfied^  that  ibhm 
y>u  (He  (asy>u  knot^  pufiortly  niufl\)  youfiattthen  appear  iefire  ^jui^ 
meni-feat  of  Gei^  mthe<pidityajidcharaBetftfgentUnunf  Doyouwri^ 
thinkytmjbattjirtd  the  mart  favour  ihete^  for  We  fake  of  your  mile  defeert^ 
and  mnouraik  ePctroBton,  or  that  your  pntiRtyJbaU  nktktan  aionemMfit 
alt  your  impiety  f 

I  am  perluaded,  gentlemen,  yoo  do  not  \  yon  cannot  think  fti 
Tou  know  yoo  mttft  appear  before  that  God;  with  whom  t&ere  ti  np 
rcfpcft  of  pcrfons  J  a  God  that  will  certainly  damn  the  impenitent 
Haiphemer.  The  man  muft  afluredly  go  to  hell,  i  Cor.  vi.  $•,  lOk 
And  if  the  man  be  damned,  certainly  the  gentleman  is  in  a  bad  cafe. 

6.  fti'  a  word,  I  am  paft  all  doubf,  and  fo  may  you  too,  that  thiil  - 
genteel  mode  of  fwearing,  drinking,  and  whoring,  which  hath  fpread 
fo  far  in  this  prefent  tn^motts  age,  into  ^teA;an^  Atttes  and  kmg- 
doms,  is  the  very  fpirit  and  ftrcngth  of  a  Popift  plbt,  fbbtlely  pro- 
le£led,  and  induflrioufly  managed^  for  their  efie^Udl  reduiflioa  tp 
Popery. 

For  nothing  fai  the  wcnddcan  necoocile  man  to  Popery^  yea,  and 
even  endear  them  tt^  it,  like  debauchery:  Under  Popery,  gwitlemcfl 
inay  come  up  to  the  rates  of  coQIy  pardons  and  indulgencies,  for  theit 
greateft  fins.  They  may  give  themfehreslibeity-  to  w»U<Mr  10  pro£Mi»» 
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ncfs  all  the  d^ys  of  tkeir  life.  They  may  give  their  lufts  the  utmoft 
fcope  ind  liberty,  and  yet  have  a  plenary  pardon  when  they  die.  Sa 
that  they  need  not  atmdge  themfelves  of  any  finfiil  liberty^  or  boggle 
at  the  louded  blafphemy,  wbifft  they  have  that  in  their  pocket  to  AlU 
and  quiet  fomething  that  grumbles  in  their  bofom.  Do  you  not  fee, 
gentlemen,  the  natural  tendencies  of  thefe  things  ?  Does  not  debauch- 
cry  look  like  a  ihoeing-^horn  to  Popery* 

Betides,  gentlemen,  the  devil  and  the  Pope  are  confederates  in  a 
farther  dellgn  upon  you ;  and  if  their  defiga  hit,  they  hope  to  wm  by 
power^  what  they  may  mifs  by  policy  \  and  that  by  the  very  fame  me- 
thod of  corrupting  and  debauching  perfons  of  eminent  rank  and 
equality,  in  Prpteftant  kingdoms  and  cpfnmonwealths.  For  (as  a  * 
learned  oian  in  queen  Elizabeth's  days  rightly  obferved)  thefe  are  the 
men  efpecialiy  interefted  in  the  public  affairs  of  kingdoms.  Thefe 
reprefent  the  people  in  parliament.  Thefe  makie  their  lawsj  adminii^ 
ter  the  government  in  peace  and  war..  To  their  hands  are  committed 
the  great  concerns  of  nations.  Thefe  are  they  that  fill  the  feat>  of 
public  judicature. 

•  If  gentlemen,  thercforei  by  this  means  be  generally  conmpted  and 
infeded  by  debauchery,  their  influence  and  example  is  likely  to  infeft 
the  greateft  part  of  the  body  politic,  and  either  make  the  people  eafily 
plis^le  to  the  charms  and  courtships  of  Popery,  for  the  reafon  beibre- 
jn^entioned }  or  fo  ixfbt  their  excellent  parts,  and  enervate,  their  maC- 
:Culine  courage^  that  they  (hall  fall  an  eafy  prey  to  their  (otherwife) 
weak  and  defpicable  enemies* 

:  And  certainly,  gentlemen^  we  have  all  canfe  to  reckon  this  plot  very 
far  advanced,  when  we  fliall  fee  debauchery  every  whete  made  the. 
badge  of  gentility }  and  chaftity,  temperance,  and  fobriety,  become  the 
marks  and  notes  of  infamy.  When  civility  itfelf  fliall  be  hiSed  with 
4eriiion  out  of  fbme  gentlemen's  company ;  and  the  more  temperate 
and  fober  any  man  isj  by  fo  much  the  Ic^  fit  tp  be  a  gentleman's  com- 
panion. • 

,  By  this  time.  I  hop^  you  are  convinced,  that  true  gentility  b  no  en- 
emy to  fobriety,  nor  debauchery  the  charaAer  of  gentility }  and  will 
at  laft  pardon,  if  not  thank  o^e,  for  endeavouring  this  way  to  fecure 
the  true  honour  of  fome,  whilft  I  rationally  argue  down  the  vices  and 
follies  of  others.  This  plea  for  debauchery,  you  fee,  hath  the  fame 
{:iXc  the  former  had,  and  dcfervet  never  to  be  mentioned  more. 

•  Who  maBBges  the  reias  «f  •  goverome&w  who  is  prefent  tt»  and  prefides  oyer, 
both  priyate  and  public  matters,  but  perfons  of  eminent  rank  and  <iuaUt7?  Who  mo^ 
Aerates  in  thfe  Senate,  prefides  in  courts,  commands  at  home  and  abroad  I  Chief  men 
and  nobles  farely.  Who  commands  and  countermands,  ads  and  ovcrads,  manages  and 
*  ianiafies  all«fiau%  who  makes  laws»  and  rcfctnds  them,  whogovems  the  iUte  in  time 
of  peace,  and  commands  the  forces  in  time  of  war  ;  bat  great  men  and  nobkif  ?  No 
^vooder  that  the  management  of  pubfic  affairs  be  committed  to  him,  who  by  pcrfonai 
merit  and  renown  of  his  ancefiors  hath  recommended  himfelf  to  the  good  rcpoft  and 
eftecmofiuaBkiod*    At^^rotf  on  nobility. 
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§  9.  There  is  but  one  plea  more;  an4  that  as  filly  and  irrational  as 
anyof the  former:  and  that  isj 

Thi  cufiom  and  habit  offweartng^  which  you  fay  is  hard  t9  be^  broken. 
7fnsjin  is  become  fo  ciiftomary  to  you,  that  now  you  fcarce  note  or  obferve'it 
in  purfei^Sm 

That  there  may  be  truth  in. the  matter  of  this  plea,  I  neither  deny 
nor  doubt  $  but  that  it  is  a  rational  and  allocable  plea,  will  never  be 
granted  by  your  own  reafon.  The  thing  you  fay  may'be  true  \  ior 
we  fometimes  find,  that  when  you  are  taxed  for  fweiring,  you  will 
prefently  fwear  that  you  did  not  fwear  \  and  curfe  him  to  his  face, 
that  a^cufes  you  for  curfing. 

But  pray,  gentlemen,nnake  your  own  reafon  judge,  whether  cu&om: 
be  a  valid  and  allowed  plea  for  profane  fwearing  and  curfing.  Say,  rea- 
fon, wilt  thou  allow  that  one  of  the  higheft  aggravations  of  fin,  is 
pleadable  in  thy  court  for  the  excufe  and  extenuation  of  it  ?  WiU 
thou  give  it  under  thy  hand,  that  the  man  is  the  lefs  guilty,  becaufe 
the  more  wicked  ?  Dareft  thou  to  warrant  it  that  God  will  take  the 
iefs  notice  of  the  wrongs  men  do  him,  becaufe  they  are  ufed  and  ac«^ 
cufiomed  fo  to  wrong  %xiA  abufe  him  ^vtvj  hour  in  the  day  ?  If  your 
reafon  can  allow  and  warrant  this,  I  mufl  fay  it  is  difierent,  yea,  and 
oppofite  to  the  common  reafon  of  mankind. 

Say  not,  I  make  my  own  reafon  the  rule  and  ftandard  of  yours,  ot: 
Other  men's.     For  I  argue  here  (as  I  have  done  all  along  before)  upon 
the  cpmtnon  topics  and  maxims  of  reafon,  generally  allowed  all  the  < 
world  over  by  mankind.  If  a  prafti^e  Ipe  evil,  the  Oitener  it  is  repeat- 
ed^ the  more  ftill  it  is  aggravated. 

To  be  plain  and  fait^l  whh  you,  gentlemen,  if  it  be  your  cuftom 
to  blafpheme,  it  is  God's  cufiom  to  damn  bbfphemers.  '  If  you  ufe 
to  be  drun]^  and  unclean,  6od  ufes  to  punifh  drunkards  and  adulter- 
ers  (if  impenitent  and  unreformed)  with  his  everlafting  wrath. 

And  when  you  are  qted  (as  (bortly  you  mud  be)  ^fore  the  awfol 
tribunal  of  the  great,  the  jufV,  and  the  terrible  God,  a(k  but  yourfelves; 
whether  fuch  a  plea  as  this,  be  like  to  excufe  ii|  whole,  or  in  part,  and 
take  off  the  heinoufnefs  of  thefo  horrid  impieties?  Will  ydur  pro- 
fiane  oaths,  and  direful  execrations  and  imprecations,  be  excufed  in  the 
leafl  degree,  by  telling  him.  Lord,  I  waa  fo  accuflomed  to  blafpheme 
thy  name  \  curfing,  fwearing,  and  damning,  were  fo  familiar  language 
in  my  lips  from  day  to  day,  that  I  had  quite  lofl  the  fenfe  oiF  the 
aflion,  is  well  as  of  the  evil  thereof  ^  and  therefore.  Lord,  pity,  fjpare 
and  have  mercy  on  me:  O  daom  not  my  foul  to  thine  everlafting 
wrath.  For  though  I  have  imprecated  it  upon  myfelf,  yet  frecjuent 
cuftom  at  length  diftinguilhed  all  my  fenfe  and  confcieoce  of  the  evil 
thereof,  till  at  length  I  could  play  with  a  direful  imprecation  as  an 
harmlefs  thing ;  nay,  thought  it  an  ornament  and  grace  to  my 
ipeech,  a  gallant  expreffion,  alamode  the  times  and  places  I  lived  in. 
Is  not  this  as  good  a  plea,  and  not  a  jot  better  thaa  that  of  a  malefac^ 
tor  upon  his  trial  for  life  and  deathj  when  (heft  or  robbery  have  been 
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evidently  and  fubtlantiaily  proved  upcm  bixBy  and  the  judge  dema&d- 
cth,  What  he  hath  to  %  for  faimfelf,  why  fentence  of  death  fliould 
not  pais  upon  hnn  i  Mrrcy,  my  Lord>  mercy  cries  he  1  for  I  have 
been  fo  uicd  and  uuuitou.cd  to  tilcning  and  thieving  from  my  youth 
Ufi  that  for  fome  years  before  I  was  apprehended,  every  one's  goods 
wd  cittk  (ttTSi^A  to  me  tu  look  like  my  own;  {6  that  I  Xcarce  knew 
'when  I  fiole,  zuA  when  I  did  not* 

And  thii>9  gentleaien,  you  have  heard  a  fair  trial  of  .the  fin  of  po- 
bxit  iv^earlrg^  and  imprecations  of  damnation  %  and  you  have  heard 
the  verdi^i;  of  your  own  rtafon  and  confciebce  upon  the  cafe.  The 
liord  help  you  to  break  off  and  reform  that  fin^  for  which  there  is  net 
pne  word  of  apology  or  excufe  now  leit  in  your  mouths. 

Let  me  clofe  all  I  have  to  fay  upon  this  headi  with  one  plain  qnd^ 
tion:  Do  you  think  you  mail  ditj  or  live  here  forever,  as  you  noir 
4o  i  If  you  are  convinced  (as  all  the  living  are  fnppofed  to  be)  that 
you  mui^  die,  do  you  deiirc  an  eafy  and  comfortable,  or  a  painful  and 
terrible  death  I  I  preiiime  there  is  no  man  livings  that  is  convinced  he 
muft  die,  but  defires  naturally  and  rationally  an  '£v3«v«^««f,  as  ealy  aod 
comfortable  a  diiTolution  as  may  be.  If  fo,  I  appeal  to  your  realbii, 
whether  profane  ftv  earing  and  blafpheming  the  name  of  God,  be  a 
proper  rational  way  to  obtain  >peace  and  comfort  at  death  ?  Wldi 
what  hope  or  encouragement  ca»  thofc  tongues  of  yours  cry  at  death, 
XfOrdi  have  mercy  upon  mc^  which  have  profaned  that  name,  and  im* 
precated  damnation  from  hiip,  till  you  came  into  your  iaft  cztremiticsi 
which  convinced  you^  you  could  live  no  longer. 

It  is  a  ferious  queftion,  and  well  worth  a  cool  and  folemn  debate  ia 
your  own  reafons  and  confciences.  Some  of  you  are  mo/e  immedi- 
ately expofed  to  the  dangers  of  death  than  others,  readily  to  be  diA 
lunded  by  a  bullet.  If  you  fall,  you  muft  either  fall  confiderately,  or 
inconiiderateiy.  If  inconiiderately,  and  without  any  ienie  or  cod* 
fcience  of  this  horrid  guilty  you  die  impenitently,  and  con&quently 
deiperatcly  and  mi(erably*  If  confiderately,  and  with  awakened  con* 
Sciences,  I  demand,  whether  fuch  guilt  as  this  will  not  roar  louda 
than  the  peals  and  voUies  of  thofe  great  and  finall  guns  do  whkh 
breathe  defiru^on  upon  you,  and  round  about  ypu  ?  I  have  dose  wj 
oaeflage  {Mainly  and  faithfully  to  the  very  face  of  your  reaion  and  cob- 
fcience ;  and  if  for  my  faithAUnef^  and  zeal,  both  for  God's  honour 
and  yours,}  am  rewarded  with  your  curfes;  yet,  if  you  would  forbear 
to  blaiphcme  and  rend  in  pieces  the  naibe  of  Uod,  I  fhali  not  much  rc» 
gard  the  obloquy  and  reproach  my  name  ihall  undergo  and  fttfEiet 
upon  that  account:  But  I  expert  from  you  better  fruit  than  thiSf 
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CHAP.    IV. 

Wherein  uafm  und  anfcieuce  an  again  confuked  about  the  pra&a  ff 
drunkennejs  ,•  and  their  right£ous  and  impartial  cenfure  given  tffht 
that  cajgp 

^  x.  rr^HOUGH  our  Touk  and  bodies  be  of  vafttf  dii^eoliiaitarw 
1  and  originalsi  yet  they  do  clafp  and  embrace  each  otbqr 
wkh  molt  dear  and  tender  affe£tk>n.  It  is  marvellom  to  behold  Aich 
A  Ipjrkual  and  heavenly  creature  as  the  foul  in  all  men,  finTen%  lovw 
ing,  and  in  oaoft  men  fondly  doting  upon  a  lump  of  clay,  a  clod  of 
earth :  li  fympathizeth  tenderly  with  it.  If  the  meaneft  member  flf 
the  body  be  in  palui  the  foul  is  pre&ailjr  oonoerned  for  it^  and  evidei^ 
ces  itfeif  to  be  fO|  by  commanding  the  eyes  both  to  watch  and  wecf^ 
ibe  tongue  to  complain  and  moauj  the  hands  to  bind  up  its  wounds 
with  all  im^inable  ^eodemefs,  and  carefully  defend  it  irom  tbe  leaft 
jsjunous  touch.  But  if  the  whole  be  in  danger,  how  do  its  noUer  £»« 
culties  of  underftanding,  memory,  and  invention,  awal^en  and  beftir 
tbemfeWes  to  the  uttermoft  fdr  ks  deliverance  and  iafet/« 

Whilft  the  foul  llve^  in  union  wkh  the  body^  it  b  filled  with  affi- 
jluons  (and  too  <»ften  with  exorbitant  and  diftrading)  cares,  for  its 
peceflary  fupport  and  comfort.  And  when  k  muft  be  lep^rated  bom 
4t  by  death,  what  ftc;png  aver£ons  to  death  doth  k  ordinarily  dkcc^ 
Tcr?  The  ftrong  ties  and  bonds  betwixt  it  and  the  bodj,  canncj  be 
Joofed  wkhout  inuch  confliil  and  ibruggling»  evidenced  bf  thefe  eaipi 
phatical  groans  it  fends  forth :  groans  which  other  men  wnderiland 
not,  iior  jcaa  be/uppofcd  to  unBcrftand^  till  they  themfelvcs  come  to 
feel  the  partlng-pulU 

The  reafon  6f  all  whicli  lies  in  the  intimate  relation  which  is  be* 
^wixt  the(e  difFerent  natures,  which  God  hath  married  together  in  the 
womb,  from  which  time  they  have  been  companions  and  partners  ta 
idl  the  comforts  and  troubles  of  life.  The  body  is  the  foul's  ^oufe  in 
which  it  dwells,  and  ilill  (hall  dwell,  till  death  diflblve  k.  It  is  the 
ibuVs  garment  that  c)othes  and  covers  it.  It  hath  worn  thb  garmeat 
c»f  fielh  irom  the  beginning,  and  is  to  wear  k  flill,  till  fickncis  hath 
brought  it  to  rags,  and  death  ftript  it  from  the  foul. 

|t  is  the  tool  and  ioftrument  by  which  it  doth  all  its  worlcs,  whillt 
it  is  in  this  il^^te  of  competition  ;  and  therefore  the  fCul  cannot  hot 
Jove  it  fervently.  No  o^  ever  yet  hated  his  own  fl^lh,  but  n&urifli* 
^h  s^ld  cheri&etb  it. 

$  2.  The  cafe  To  ftanding  betwixt  the  foul  and  body,  the  wifdoMi 
or  folly  of  the  feul  is  plainly  difcovered  in  its  way  and  manner  of  go- 
verning the  body,  as  the  love  and  prudence  of  an  hoiband  is  in  the 
govemment  of  Jiis  wife,  or  the  mailer  in  ordering  the  affairs  of  his 
\ank  ^  or  the  neat  breeding  of  a  ncian>  in  the  comeljr  wearing  of  his 
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garments ;  or  the  ikill  and  care  of  an  arti&cer,  in  the  ^ghtnefi^ 
keene&9  and  fliarpnefs  of  his  tools. 

Some  buibands  give  evidence  to  the  world  of  their  governing  [mtu.- 
dence  and  ability,  in  fuch  an  allowance  of  liberty  to  their  wives,  as 
the  laws  of  conjugal  love  require,  and  their  eftates  and  incomes  will 
conveniently  bear,  and  n«o  more ;  and  in  reftraining  their  extravagan* 
des,  as  well  as  by  encouraging  their  virtuous  couries,  in  keeping  back 
no  due  encouragement  toivlrtuei  nof  giving  the  leaft  encouragement 
linto  vice.  * 

A  well»bred  man,  that  carries  with  him  a  becoming  fenfe  of  his 
quality,  and  the  decorum  he  ought  accordingly  to  obferve,  will  wear 
nis  garment^  decently,  and  becoming  his  rank ;  they  (hall  be  fore  to 
be  neat  and  clean,  and  fit  fit  and  comely  upon  his  body.  He  abhors 
to  wear  a  garment  tumbled  in  the  mire|  and  go  like  a  beaft^  without 
regard  to  Us  reputation. 

No  prudent  owner  and  governor  of  an  houfe,  will  let  the  rain  drop 
throiigh  the  roof,  nor  choak  up  the  pafiage  to  his  door  with  a  nafty 
dunghill.  His  houfe  within  fliali  be  neat,  and  not  nafty :  the  rooms 
clean  and  <;oneIy :  and  yet  abhors  to  fuffer  fnperfluous  omamentS| 
and  coftly  vanities,  to  fwaliow  up  hb  eftate  that  fliould  maint^n  it^ 
and  bring  bailifils  (more  odious  than  a  dunghill)  to  his  very  doors. 

The  curious  af  tificer,  neither  grinds  away  t^e  fubftance  of  his  in- 
ftruments  to  make  them  bright  and  glittering,  and  fet  an  liedgc  too 
fine  to  hold  one  minute's  ufe  \  nor  yet  fuSers  them  to  be  thrown  a^ 
fide  in  fome  negle£ted  corner,  where  rufl:  and  flaws  fhall  render 
them  utterly  ufelefs,  or  make  him  blu(h  at  the  botches  fucl^  iqfini- 
ments  will  caufe  in  his  work. 

The  prudent  hufl>a^dman  will  neither  break  the  heart  of  bis 
grpupd  ^or  want  of  reft  and  compoft,  nor  yet  overload  it  with  dref- 
tlngs  which  brings  forth  nothing  but  rank  and  ufelefs  weeds ;  he  will 
in  a  fit  feafon  turn  in  a  ftream  of  water  to  his  meadows,  like  a  cordial- 
draught  to  fainting  fpirits  \  but  will  not  drown  it,  and  rot  the  very 
roots  Of  bis  grafs,  by  letting  in  too  much,  or  by  /uffering  it  to  lie 
under  water  too  long.  He  vtrill  feed  his  horfe  high  enough  to  per- 
form his  journey,  and  carry  him  through  the  mire  5  but  will  not  feed 
him  to  fuch  a  height,  that  the  rider  ihall  neither  be  able  to  fit,  nor 
comoriand  him. 

In  all  thefe  cafes,  the  common  prudence  of  every  man  direfls  him 
tothat  juft  medic^crity,  wherein  both  his  honour  and  profit  do  appa- 
rently lie.  And  what  we  fay  in  fuch  common  cafes  and  concerns  as 
thefe,  i$  as  true,  and  much  more  excellent  in  the  fonl's  prudent  go- 
vernment of  its  own  body,  unto  which  it  was  efpoufed  in  the  woihb, 
and  is  its  dear  and  ccnftant  partner,  both  in  the  prefent  and  future 
gcod  or  evil.  It  is  the  garment  it  wears,  the  inflrument  it  ufeth,  and 
tte  field  it  cultivates.  It  muft  neither  deny  the  body  thofe  neceflary 
fiipports  and  comforts  which  God  and  nature  allow  it,  nor  yet  forfeit 
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Itnd  overcharge  it  with  more  than  it  is  able,  to  bear.  In  either  of  thefe 
eztreme$}  the  extreme  folly  of  the  foul  is  dUcovered. 

§  3.  Now  the  dethroning  of  reafon,  and  frequent  oppreffions  of 
nature^  by  the  prafllce  of  dninkennefsj  is  the  higheft  ejtahationof 
folly  in  the  foul  of  man ;  plainly  manifefting  its  ignorance' and  inabi- 
lity to  order  and  govern  the^  bodyi  to  which  it  is  married  by  a  vital 
union. 

Here  is  a  foblilh  foul  by  mifgovemment,  difhononring  afid  deftroy'*' 
ing  its  vigorous  and  comely  body,  under  a  pretence  of  love  and  kind- 
ncfs  to  it.  We  account  it  one  of  the  greateft  outward  infelicities  in 
this  worldi  incident  to  a  difcreet  and  virtuous  woman,  to  be  headed 
and  governed  by  a  fottifh  fool,  neither  able  to.govern  himfelf,  or  her» 
nor  give  a  reafon  of  his  own  anions  or  commands.  A  man  whofe 
folly  (hall  make  her  blufh  in  all  fober  companies  he  comes  into,  and! 
forces  her  upon  fuch  a  courfe  of  life  as  (he  perfeftly  abhors,  and  will 
bring  fpeedy^ruin  upon  her  j  all  men  pity  fuch  a  cafe  as  this.  And 
this  is  the  very  cale  of  many  a  comely,^  vigorous  body. 

Only  fuch  a  woman  hath  two  reliefs  under  her  bondage,  which  the 
body  of  a  drunkard  wants.  She  can  fometimes  withdraw  and  retire 
from  his  company,  and  enjoy  the  relief  of  her  folitude,  which  th^ 
wretched  body  of  a  drunkard  cannot  do  till  death  \  but  is  tied  day  and 
night  to  the  company  of  its  foolifh  foul,  which  is  frequently  abuiing 
it,  and  impofing  upon  it. 

Befides,  fuch  a  woman  may  haply  overlive  her  vicious  abufive  hu& 
band,  and  fpend  many  a  comfortable  year  in  the  world  with  a  more 
difcreet,  fober  and  religious  partner  of  her  life,  whofe  fobriety,  difcre- 
tion,  piety,  and  lov^,  (hall  make  full  compenfation  for  all  thofe  years 
of  mifery  and  ilavery  Ihe  endured  before.  But  the  cafe  before  us  ad-* 
mics  no  fuch  relief:  for  as  long  as  ever  the  body  lives  and  breathes^ 
the  foul  is»  and  muft  be  with  it,  and  in  it.  And  though  death  will  for 
a  time  feparate  and  divorce  them,  yet  the  body's  iecond  marriage  at 
the  refurre£lion,  can  be  with  no  other  but  the  fame  foul  which  op- 
prefled  and  ruined  it  ir)  this  world.  And  this  fecond  marriage  will 
be  far  worfe  than  the  firft ;  for  though  it  were  the  fottifh  foul's  Have 
and  drudge  in  this  world,  and  fuffcred  many  a  ficknefs,  fliame,  and 
lofs  by  its  folly  \  yet  in  the  world  to  come,  it  muft  be  its  partner  and 
companion  in  hell-torments  for  evermore,  inaimuch  as  it  was  the  in-* 
flrument  the  foul  ufed  in  moft  of  thofe  fins  committed  by  it  in  this 
world.  And  this  is  the  cafe  of  alt  bodies  married  to,  and  governed  by 
fouls  that  have  neither  reafon  nor  religion  enough  prudently  and  fo* 
bcrly  to  order  and  govern  their  own  bodies. 

§  4«  Sad  and  doleful,  therefore,  are  the  lamentatbns  and  com- 
plaints of  the  bodies  of  drunkards,  againfl  the  folly  and  tyranny  of 
their  fouls  j  and  as  juft  as  fad*  Let  me  here  therefore  aft  the  part 
of  an  advocate  for  your  bodies,  which  is  a  part  of  yourfelves,  and  to 
which,  by  the  law  of  nature,  you  owe  love,  care,  and  honour  ^  or, 
rather  by  %profopQp^ay  let  me  bring  in  the  bod^  figbing  out  its  owa 
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complaints  in  tBe  ears  of  Its  own  fcul;  and  thus  bemoaning  itfelf 
to  it. 

*«  Oh,  my  fbuVI  I  have  caufe  to  rament  the  day'  that  ever  I  was 
married  to  fuch  a  fottiCh  fool  as  thou  art,  wh6  are  deftkute  faot&  of 
wifdooi  and  love  to  rule  and  govern  me,  I  may  jaftly  rcfume  Jo6^s 
lamentation  upon  thy  account^  and  fay  with  him :  <*  Let  the  day  periih 
wherciA  L  was  borni,  and  the  night  wherein  it  was  fai J,,  there  is  a  man- 
child  conceived.  Why  died  I  not  from  the  womb"?'  Why  did  I  not 
gjve  up  the  gholf  when  I  came  out  of  the  belTy  ?  For  ndw  (hould  I 
lia^c  Ilea  fiiUj  and  been  quier^.  £  (hould  harve  flept ;  then  had  I  hccn 
at  reft.** 

«  I  have  been  a  perfeft  flav^  and  drudge  to  thy  unreafbnaWe  lufts 
and  impofitions*  £  was  once  an  a6live»  vigorous,,  comely  body,  aoJ 
liadikthou  l^een  wife  and  fober,.  I  had  been  happy.  But  thou  hsft 
been  a  cruel  tyrant  to  me»  oppreHIng  and  loading  me  with  more  than 
I  was  able  to  (land  under.  Thou  haft  plunged  me  many  timear  into 
thofe  puddles  of  excefs,  wherein  thou  ha(t  drowned  thy  own  reafon^ 
aud  my  health.  Bfy  wellrmixed  beauty  is  now  turned  into  the  co^ 
lour  of  flaming  fire ;  my  hands  and  legs  fliake>  my  tongue  filters, 
.  «qr  natu&al  cipaiis  and  temperament  is  dedroyed.*  Thou  ha(V  made 
me  mi£erahle  in  this  worlds  and  intendeft  to  make  me  more  wretch' 
ed  in  the  world  to  come. 

<^  Soi^  nature  gave  me  my  flint  and  meafure.  I  knew  when  It 
was  enouflhj^  and  gave  thee  fufficient  items  and  intimations  (amidft 
thy  fboliih  frolicsk  that  I  could  neither  with  honour  of  fafcty  bear 
one  glafs  more.*  But  thop  wad  deaf  to  all  my  moans,  and  ihewedll 
more  mercy  to  thy  horfe  than  me.  Sick  or  wcH,  able  or  nnable,  H^e 
or  die»  £  muil  take  in  the  full  number  of  cups  and  bottles  Chou  en- 
joined d  oie  to  take.  Like  another  Pharaoh,  thou  ha({  required  of 
me  the.  full  tale,  whether  I  had  ftrength  to  perform  it  or  no.  Tea, 
like  another  devil,  thou  haft  fometimes  caff  me  into  fiery  fevers,  and 
watery  dropfies  ^  and  will  next  cad  me»  if  thou  contmue  this  courfe, 
iatafaell-fire  itfelf. 

"  Other  fovls  have  £et  thee  a  better  pattern  >n  their  more  (bber 
and  prudent  government  of  their  bodies.  They  give  their  bodies  the 
truepleafure of  the  creature^  by  keeping  them  to  that  happy  medio- 
crity in  which  it  confifts.  They  devote  their  bodies  to  the  fcrvice  of 
God^  thou  hail  devoted  me  to  the  immediate  fervice  of  the  dcviL 
A  majedic  beauty  fits  upon  their  faces  ^  fcttiflmefs  and  folly  upon 
mine.  Their  knees  are  daily  bowed  in  prayer  to  God;  mine  fhakc 
and  tremble  in  the  fervice  of  the  deviL  They  enjoy  pure  and  fanfd- 
fied  pleafures  evevy^day ;  but  I  am  denied  the  fober  pleafures  of  a 
bead.  Their  bodies  will  be  happy  with  their  fouls  in  the  world  to 
come  ^  but  I  mud  fu&r  eternally  with  thee,,  and  for  thee.  Thou 
haft  both  confumed  me,  and  thy  eftate  given  to  fupport  me ;  and  now 
I  am  like  to  fiider  as  much  by  want,  as  I  have  done  by  exee(s  ;  and 
all  this  through  thy  mifgovcrnment.    Thcfc  feet  (if  thoa  hadft  plea- 
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(id  to  command  the'|i)  would  as  readily  have  carried  thee  to  thy  dofcti 
or  the  aflemblies  of  God's  pfcoplci  as  to  an  aIe*hotlie  or  tavdm.  Thefe 
fingers  would  have  Terved  to  open  and  turn  the.blefie.1  (fages,  which 
eoncain  the  oracles  of  God,  as  to  cog  a  dye,  or  have  (bufiled  and  dealc 
a  pack  of  cards.  This  tongue  might  have  been  melodioufly  employ* 
ed  in  finging  the  praifes  of  God  among  hid  people,  as  well  as  in  fvoear* 
ing,  roaring,  and  finging  iniong  drtinken  fots  and  fookj  if  thou  hadit 
been  endued  with  goveminfi;  wiClom. 

«  Thou  knoweft  t  could  do  nothing  without  thee.  Thou  haft  a 
tiefpotical  power  over  all  my  members.  They  are  at  thy  beck,  and 
thou  at  the  devil's.  Better  had  it  been  for  me,  had  I  been  the  body 
of  a  contemptible  woirm  or  fly»  than  a  body  animated  and  governed 
by  fuch  a  fottifli  foul  as  thou  art. 

«  And  now,  my  foul,  what  haft  thoU  to  {ay  for  thyfelf  ?  What 
tolerable  iccounc  canft  thoU  give  co  God  Or  m^j  of  thefe  thy  vile  a^ 
bnfes  of  bbth  ?** 

$ ,  5.  Now  let  us  bear  wha(t  the  foul  of  the!  drunkard  hath  to  plead^ 
in  its  own  excuie  and  defence,  for  all  his  Wrongs  againft  God,  mii^ 
bhief  to  itfelfi  ruin  to  his  health,  name,  and  eftate.  They  have  va- 
rious excvfes^  thoiigh  not  one  ibund  or  rational  one  among  them  all. 
Such  a&  they  are,  let  them  be  tried  by  the  rule  of  reafon,  if  any  rea« 
ion  be  yet  left  in  theda,  wh6  daily  dethrone  it  by  this  worfe  than  bni^ 
tifh  pra dice. 

lllat  whkb  they  fay  for  themfelves,  is  this : 

I.  That  their  bodies  are  ftrongly  conftituted,  more  capacious  Co 
receive^  and  able  to  bear  greater  quantities  of  Wine  and  ftrong  driaki 
than  others  are ;  and  therefore,  why  fliould  they  not  drink,  down^ 
and  glory  over  thoie  that  vie  with  them  i 

1.  Others  fay,  they  would  not  take  the  eourfe  they  do,  but  that 
irhen  thty  are  fober  and  folitary,  they  are  fopreiTed  with  the  thought^ 
(yf  their  debts  and  incumbrances  in  the  world,  that  they  arc  upon  a 
perfo£t  rackf  and  they  find  nothidg  libe  good  fellowfliip  in  a  tavern 
or  aie-houfe^  fo  etfeAually  relieving  aigainll  the  cares  and  antieties  of 
their  tniildd. 

.  31  Borne  will  tdl  lis,  th^  are  drawn  into  it  by  the  fnare  of  plea- 
ttiH  i  tiOthing  being  fo  grateful  to  their  palate^  as  their  full  load  of  ge- 
nerous kine,  Or  ftrdng  drink.  And  feeing  it  is  fo  picafant  and  de- 
lightfome  to  them,  why  fhotild  they  deny  and  abridge  tbemfelvea  of 
their  pleafures  ? 

4.  Others  will  prdfefs,  \hey  had  lieVer  tsiteeh  this  codrfe^  which 
they  find  upon  many  accounts  pernicious  to  them  ;  but  that  they*  are 
not  able  in  civility  to  deny  their  intimaite  friends  and  companionl^ 
efpedally  fhch  with  Whom  they  have  concerns  in  trade  and  biifineis  ; 
and  they  muft  drink  as  they  do,  or  fiiSer  lofs  in  their  trade ;  and  be>* 
fide  that,  be  ftigmati^ed  for  fanatics. 

5.  They  will  aifo  fay,  they  are  obliged  in  paint  of  loyaltyj  to  plledgc 
Vol.  VI.  38 
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l)im  tbat  coarecrfttes  (as  they  catechreQically  coll  U)  the  firft  gWs  to 
^e  Idng,  or  peribos  of  quality  siqd  hoobour. 

6.  find,  iaftly,  S^me  will  cell  US|  tbe^  have  pleoniful  eftates>  that 
vill  bear  fnch  czpeocea ;  and  fince  their  pockets  sure  icil^  wbj 
fliottld  not  their  heads  vid  Oodmchs  be  ib  too  ? 
.  Befidcs  thcfc  fix  apolc^ics  for  druofeenn^fs,  nothipg  falls  uitp  ipy 
imaiginaiiony  pleadable  br  this  &>•  We  will  wdgh  thefe  tk|t  are 
pleaded,  in  the  common  halance  of  the  xeafon  of  oMakind,  aii4  tr|f 
the  validity  of  them  one  by  one*    And  for 

^xoj/f  I.  And,  ^rft.  To  v bat  you  fay  of  the  cipacilies  of  your 
bodies,  ftrength.and  ability  of  your  conftittitions,  to  receive  9|h1  bear 
gnater  quantities  of  wine  and  ibroag  4rink,  th^n  others  599  'w  aoti 
therefore,  why  fliould  you  not  give  proof  of  it,  when  chailenged>  and 
get  cepatation  to  yourfelvei^  by  drinking  dii>^n,  and  g/Uniywg  over 
fiich  as  vie  «itJ&  jovt  ? 

To  this  I  reply  three  things,  which  muft  be  laid  in  the  coiipter-lKU' 
bttce ;  and  let  the  halsmce  be  held  ip  the  npr^ht  h^d  of  your 
oam  reafon.  * 

.  «•  A  ftrong  and  vigorous  conAitution  vSlbe  re^y  {tf;km>wiedged 
to  be  fe  great  aa  e»4es«al  bleffing  and  mercy,  that  no  pivi  of  fowd 
latellefls  ought  to  do  any  thing  to  deftroy  tt ;  but  is  obfiged  to  uie  aH 
fVOfper  methods  for  the  prefervation  of  it.  If  tikwsffire  ^on^ierance 
ihall  be  found  to  preferve  it,  and  excefs  to  impair  and  deftroy  it  i  kt 
your  own  reafon  judge,  which  of  thefe  two  i;oixt{f»f9\Jk  are  obliged  to 
take.  Coofiilt  etriier  (tl^  beft  pbyScians,  or  your  oWn  ^  other  omen's 
fttfonootsc^  and  they  wU)  tell  yon,  Tb^t  ;^pleaiies,  pnjfie^,  goiii^ 
9aid  eansaxcrahie  other  difeafes  are  bred  by  fuch  e^ceSbi  in  the  towoA' 
eft  and  ftrongeft  constitutions,  and  death  itfclf  baftened  Jbyiiichio- 
temperate  courfes;  whereas  temperance  and  fobriety  n^bt  have  oiade 
jxmr  lives  more  comfortable  and  durable.  As  ftrong  as  you  {ire«  fre- 
^iKnt  dmnkennefs  will  bring  Cain's  curfe  upon  your  vigorous  hodkSi 
ud  make  you  go  (baking  and  trembling  (2^  be.  did)  ^bovl  the 
Morld. 

2*  Let  it  be  demanded  of  your  own  reafon,  whether  it  do  reaBef 
judge  that  God  beftowed  more  ftrength  and  v^our  upon  jwor  bodies, 
^han  he  hath  upon  others,  to  arm  a  Wronger  enemy,  than  l>tiiers  are; 
•to  fight  moDe  vigorouily  againfthim,  than  others  dOj  or  can 'do?  Or, 
whether  it  were  not  defigned  by  him  for  greater  ufe  gnd  iervice  to  his 
glory  in  the  world,  than  others  of  his  people  (how  willing  fbever  tbf^ 
be)  can  do,  for  want  oi  that  ftrength  you  have  ?  I  am  confident;  no 
anan  of  found  intelleAs  will  dare  to  ailert  the  former,  or  deny  the 
Jatter. 

3.  And,  laftly,  For  your.glorying  in  drinking  down,  add  conquer- 
ing others ;  you  will  certainly  put  yoyr  own  realon  to  a  blufli»  by  of- 
fering fuch  a  plea  as  this  to  it.  You  are  not  yet  arrived  to  i^npodence 
renougb,  to  denydrunkenneis  to  be  a  fin  ;  and  your  reafon  b  yet  (bund 
enough,  eafily  and  naturally  to  infer,  that  by  how  much  the  more  aor 
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man  exceeds  ahd  goes  beyond  others  in  {loi  bjr  h  mnch  the  grcstet 
finner  that  man  is.     ^  \ 

And  as  for  the  honour  atid  gkAy  70U  talk  of|  in  exceeding  othen 
in  your  abilities  to  drink ;  yoortealbn  wiil  qnitkty  make  yott  afliamed 
of  that  giory  ;  and  prove,  as  well  as  aflfert  it  to  be  a  mark  of  bfffoft 
infamy*  ^  . 

Do  yoii  thinks  that  L6mb^rd  wafi  really  honoured,  or  (ligdfiatized^ 
\^hom  Tiberius  Casfar  dubbed  a  knight,  for  drinking  off  three  galfonil 
of  wine  at  one  draught,  and  flmanied  him  Trigongitts,  that  is  to  fiiy, 
the  three-gallon  knight,  which  ftory  ♦  Pliny,  in  his  Natural  Hlftory, 
relates  tb  the  perpetual  infilmy  of  them  bdth  ?  Or  think  you,  it  added 
to  the  glory  of  Tiberius  himfelf,  who  knighted  this  tbree-gaHon  (not 
thrice  gaHant)  knight,  to  have  his  ftame  changed  among  the  people, 
from  Tiberius  into  Biberius  \  as  afterward  they  did  the  name  of  that 
xhonfter  Nero,  into  Mero  ? 

Gentlemen,  I  appeal  td  your  own  reafon,  if  the  vaft  continent  yott 
have  within  you  for  wine  and  ftrong  dHnk,  be  really  3rottr  hohour  5 
whether  the  butt  or  hogfhead^  whence  you  have  it,  be  not,  for  the 
fame  re^fon,  much  more  honourable  than  you  ?  Tour  reafon  wiU 
plainly  give  the  conclufion. 

But,  oh !  confider  not  only  what  reaioA  faith,  but  what  God,  the 
fountain  of  that  reafonj  faith  in  Ifa.  v.  ai.  «  Wo  to  them  that  ar* 
mighty  to  drink  wine,  and  men  of  ftrength  to  mingle  ftrong  drink.** 
Methinks  it  fhould  make  you  fit  in  as  little  eafe  upon  the  tavern,  or 
ale-houfe  bench,  as  tha^  court-paraSte  (at  at  a  rich  ban4uet  fomilheiA 
with  variety  of  dainties,  and  all  forts  of  generous  wkie;  over  mhdft 
head,  Dionyfius  caufed  an  heavy  fword  to  be  hanged,  with  the  point 
downward,  by  a  fingle  hair  every  moment  ready  to  <h-op  perpendicu^- 
larly  upon  it. 

^xcuje  \l.  As  for  thofe  that  throw  themfelves  into  thefe  excel!e»> 
on  pnrpofe  to  delude  thofe  anxious  cares  and  thoughts,  which  cruciate 
and  opprefsthem,  whenever  they  are  fbbcr  and  folitary :  I  fliall  on*f 
propound  three  plain  queftions  to  the  fmall  remainders  of  reafon  in 
them,  which  yet  I  prefumc  fuScient  to  detennine  rightly  upon 
them. 

^iejl.  I.  WhethcJ*  they  think  that  which  greatly  ihcreafeth  want 
and  poverty,  be  a  rational  cure  and  proper  remedy  for  it  ?  And  whc* 
ther  ajar  of  oil  be  not  as  fit  tp  quench  a  flame,  as  tavern  and  alc^ 
lioufe  fcores  and  reckonings  are  to  buoy  up  a  fiflking  trade,  and  keep 
bailifis  from  men's  doors  ?  Certainly  none  but  a  fottifh  foot  can  think 
it  to  be  otherwife.  Your  own  improvidence,  or  God's  afilifHve  pro^ 
videncc,  have  brought  yoq  into  other  mtn^  books ;  and  certainly  you 
cannot  think,  if  you  be  in  your  wits,.' that  chanrberlains  bills  for  fb 
many  bottles  of  wine,  and  flaggpnsoF  beer,  will  be  accepted  by  your 
creditors  for  good  bills,  to  quit  your  fcores  with  them.     Were  you 
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filbert  frugal^  and  induftriou9,  you  would  put  yourfelves  thereby  in^ 
to  a  better  way  to  obcam  a  bleffing  from  God,  and  refpefb  and  fbrr 
bearance  from  men,  than  in  the  conrfe  you  now  t2^e. 

^efi  2.  Nor  can  you,  without  manifeft  impudence^  propound 
foch  a  queftioQ  as  this  to  ypur  own  reafopt  whether  the  addition  of 
injulHce  to  profanenefs,  be  a  rational  plea  or  excufe  for  it  ?  And  is 
not  that  the  very  cafe  here  i  Whofe  money  is  that  you  fo  laviflily 
and  'prodigally  waftcy  out  of  yur  confuming  eftates  ?  It  \s  either  your 
creditorsi  or  the  fmall  remains  of  your  own.  Whether  the  one  or 
^  other,  methinks  that  wine  and  drink  ihould  noc  go  down  very 
pleafantly,  which  muft  be  mingled  with  manifeft  injufltiee,  or  with 
the  tears,  atid  (in  a  feofc)  the  blood  of  your  wives  and  children.  If 
your  reafons  can  allow  thefis  things  £3r  lawfjil  excufes,  then  you  are 
ac^fed,  elfc  fe)f^cpridemnj?d. 

^tf^.  3.  I  fliall  trouble  your  reafon  with  the  d|eci(ion  but  of  one 
queltion  morie,  and  it  is  briefly  and  plainly  this : 

Whether  the  addition  of  fur  greater  troubles,  or  caufes  of  trou* 
bles  to  the  inner  man,  be  a  proper  expedient  to  alleviate  and  eafc 
die  Iqads  and  burdens  of  your  outward  trophies  already  grown  almoi^ 
too  heavy  for  you  to  bear. 

I  daro  venture  all  that  I  am  worth,  upon  found  reafon's  fide,  that 
it  will  never  allqw,  or  comprobate  fuch  an  abfurdity,  as  the  affirmative 
p^rt  oi  this  queftion  dr^tws  along  with  it. 

Believe  it,  firs,  sm  the  outward  neceffities,  cares  and  (ears,  which 
now  opprefs  you  upon  the  (core  pf  worldly  affairs,  (which  frame  not 
to  your  minds)  are  much  more  tolerable,  and  compamtively  light  sod 
cafy,  to  the  fiings,  wounds,  and  laflies  of  a  guilcy  conicience :  But 
Hrhen  all  thefe  inward  troubles  ihall  be  foperadded  to  your  outwar4 
troubles,  they  will,  in  conjunAion^  nnake  a  burden  too  heavy  fqrman 
tobear^ 

Whatever  cares  or  troubles  provideppe  involves  any  good  tnan  in, 
in  the  boneft  apd  paioful  purfuit  of  his  civil  calling,  he  may  in  a 
great  meaiur/e  reli^Vje  fais  burdened  fpirit  under  them,  by  th^  coir* 
fbrtable  teftimopy  of  his  own  confpence,  and  his  free  addrcfils  to 
God  in  prayer.  Thcfe  will  fweetly  fupport  him  under  his  other  en- 
tanglements and  perplexities  in  the  world.  But  the  courfe  you  take, 
does  not  only  ilrike  away  thefe  props  from  under  your  minds ;  but 
doubles  aqd  trebks  the  burden  upon  them.  Were  men  but  oo^e 
acquainted  with  that  relief  and  cheerfuluefs  of  fpirit,  which  a  good  con- 
fcience,  and  a  fpiriiual  addrefs  to  jGod  In  prayer,  afford  in  the  miJil 
of  trojubles,  thty  would  run  to  their  clofets,  rathef  than  to  taverns 
and  ale-houfes,  to  divert  and  cure  their  troubles.  I  leave  it  tberetbnc 
before  your  own  reafon  tocpnfidcr,  what  weight  and  validity  there  is 
in  this  fecond  excufe  for  drunkennefi. 

Exoiff  III.  Others  plead  they  are  drawn  into  this  fin  by  plcainrc 
and  delight,  whofe  charms  are  too  ftrong  for  them  to  refift. 

In  this,  as  in  all  the  former,  I  refolve  to  make  you  your  own  judges.  - 
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Give  me  leave  but  to  ftate  the  queftions  rights  and  let  your  own  re* 
jTon  freely  determine  theoi.  And  what  fairer  dealing  can  men  that  ex<* 
iu-cife  reafon  expert  ?  And  let  the  firft  queftion  be  jtfab : 

^lefi.  X.  Whether  the  pleafures  of  temperance  iio  not  far  excel 
thofe  of  intemperance  ?  -If  thej  do>  then  this  yonr  plea  is  vain  and 
irrational:  For  you  foolifhly  cbufe  a  lefler  pleaiore,  and  r^ufe  ^ 
greater  and  fweeter  one.  And  that  you  do  fo  in  this  cafe,  no  wife 
pian  can  deny  or  doubt. 

For  tempt:rate  drinking  refreflhes  the  body,  and  no  way  burdens 
it,  as  exceflive  drinking  doth :  And  that  which  burdens  nature^  can 
neyer  be  equally  plea»nt  with  that  which  yields  nothing  bnt  due 
refreflunent.  Temperance  doth  not  vitiate,  but  raifeth  the  pure^  and 
ordinate  appetite  of  nature  to  its  jufl:  pitch  and  height  %'\n  which  tem- 
per, and  at  which  height,  it  is  moft  capable  of  the  fweeteft  pleafure 
irom  the  creature.  As  the  firings  of  a  lute  give  us  the  fweeteft  and, 
moft  delicious  notes,  wlien  they  are  not  let  down  t(»o  low,  but  are  all 
^xed  at  their  due  height. 

Temperance  gives  us  the  moft  pieafing  enjoyment  of  the  good  things 
of  this  life,  flill  leaving  the  mind  free,  and  fit  for  the  more  fjMrituai 
and  fweet  enjoyments  of  a  better  and  more  excellent  life  \  which  ex* 
ceis  never  did  nor  can  do. 

Moreover,  temperance  maintains  the  manly  grace  and  majefty  of 
the  countenance,  but  excefs  tptally  difguifes  it.  It  draws  the  lines  of 
jdrunkards  faces  into  a  form  much  like  thofe  ridiculous  Dutch  fuc* 
lures,  which  fpme  fee  upon  thei^r  chimney-pieces,  to  move  laughter 
in  thofe  that  behojd  them. 

Now,  by  the  vote  of  univerfal  reafon,  that  pleafure  which  refreflt* 
eth  the  body,  but  no  way  burdens  it,  which  raiies  the  ordinate  and 
unvi'tiated  appetites  of  nature,  «to  its  juft  pitch  and  doe  height,  which 
^ives  nature  the  fweeteft  refrefhment,  leaving  it  always  fitter  and 
freer  for  higher  and  better  plsafures,  which  maintains  the  manly  grace 
;ind  majefty  of  the  countenance,  and  makes  not  a  wife  man  look  like 
a  fool  or  an  antic,  muft  needs  be  better  than  the  lower  and  flatter 
pleafures  of  a  burdened  body,  and  vitiated  pabte,  whkh  draw  after 
them  fp  great  a  train  of  prefenf  mifchie£i  (which  temperance  avoids) 
befides  far  heavier,  and  more  durable  ones  in  the  life  to  come. 

^ieft,  2.  3ut  if  the  prefent  pleafures  of  temperance  were  In  fome 
fcfpe^  inferior  to  thofe  of  excefs,  (which  I  have  proved  they  neither 
arc,  nor  can  be  ^).  I  demand,  in  the  fecond  place,  whether  the  lols  of 
your  honour  ^nd  health,  your  time  and  eftate,  ^our  prefent  peace  and 
future  hppes,  dp  not  make  fuch  fenfitive  pleafures  bafe  and  ioferior^ 
compared  with  thofe  of  temperance  and  fobriety  i  Do  you,  in  good 
^arneii,  think  a  glafs  or  two  above  what  fatisfies  and  refreflies  nature, 
can  recompence  for  all  that  ihame,  ficknefs,  poverty,  and  guilt  that 
follows  it?  If  you  think  fo,  fin  hath  turned  you  into  brutes,  and  made 
you  utterly  incapable  of  all  arguments  and  manly  confiderations,  to 
^f duce  and  recover  you. 
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Emctfe  IV.  Tou  fty,  yoti  would  not  haunt  taVcms  and  ale-honres 
95  yoa  dO|  but  that  you  are  dra\rn  in  by  compftny  and  bafinefs,  which 
you  cannot  well  rcfift  or  avoid,  and  (hotild  you  do  fo,*  it  would  be  to 
fowr  \p^\  Iih4  Bciides  that,  fou  (hould  be  branded  for  fanatics. 

I  d^fiy  npt,  but  fhe^e  is  a  fnare  in  vain  company ;  yet  give  me  Itxfrt 
fb  pi'Opound  a  few  plam  and  eafy  queilions  to  your  reafoo. 

i^z/jf.  I.  Whynaiift  the  importunity  of  gbod fellows  (as  yoo  call 
them)  be  an  irrefiftiblc  temptation  to  you,  and  deprive  you  of  all  pow- 
et  to  deny  them,  whtlft  you  difcem  the  fnares  and  mifthicfe  they 
draw  you  hito  i  This  feems  to  be  a  thing  unaccountable  to  teafon. 
Suppofe  you  were  allowed  to  fpend  the  longeft  iuhitner's  day  iil  the 
higheft  grattfitationsof  all  your  fenfes  together,  or  fucceifively  one  af- 
ter another,  upon  condition  that  you  would  endure  the  tprments  of 
th^  rack  till  that  day  twelvemouth  came  about  again  ;  do  you  think 
the  impoTtukiity  of  all  ydur  intimates  in  the  world,  wot)ld  ^evall  with 
you  to  accept  the  pleafures  of  a  day  under  Aich  a  condition  as  this  ? 
And  yet  what  are  the  torments  of  a  year  upon  the  ta^k,  to  the  tor- 
^nents  of  hell  for  ever  and  ever  ?  Or  to  come  lower  t  Suppofe  one  of 
ihofe  lewd  cohipahions  not  worth  a  groat,  if  everv  man  had  bis  oirc> 
fliould  requeftyou  to  lend  him  an  hundred  pound  upon  his  own  fe- 
curity,  could  you  find  no  power  (think  you)  to  dcily  him,  efpccially  if 
the  loft  of  that  hundred  pound  would  certainly  ruiri  you  ?  If  you  would 
ieny  hlrt  (^s  I  doubt  not  but  in  fuch  a  cafe  you  would)  tell  tat  then, 
why  you  fhoUld  fiot  find  power  tb  deny  bitn,  when  he  adfks  a  far  ^at* 
er  matter  th*rt  an  hundred  pound,  even  tlie  peace,  purity,  andlafety 
of  your  fouls,  as  well  as  the  health  of  your  bodies,  and  honour  of  your 
names  ?  Why  then  fhould  you  be  fo  eafy  and  flexible  wheri  they  aflt 
the  Ititteri  and  fo  ftiff  ahd  unperfuadable  to  the  former  ? 

^efi,  ji.  Ton  fay,  you  have  bufineft,  and  concerns  iti  trade,  to  dif- 
^tch  in  fuch  places  sind  companies,  and  this  draws  you  into  the  fhanes 
6f  excefs.  I  will  net  d<»ny  but  men  may  lawfully  tranfjiiS  their  bufi- 
iiefs  in  fuch  places,  and  there  may  be  a  conveniency,  and  fometimcs  a 
Atccffity  for  it :  But  that  is  not  the  cafe.  The  queftion  referred  to 
the  determination  of  ycur  reafon,  is  this,  Why  drunkennefs  mnft  ac- 
ftompany  bufinefs  ?  And  whether  a  man  be  not  more  fit  to  tranlaft 
his  bufinefs,  and  drive  bargains  of  the  grcateft  value,  whilft  fab  body 
and  tnind  at*e  cool,  fober  and  ttttiperate,  tban  when  his  reafon  is  be- 
clouded and  depofed  by  drunkennefs  ?  How  many  men  have  undone 
themfclves,  their  wives  and  children,  by  drunken  bargains  ? 

Befides,  I  muft  tell  you,  that  in  all  fuch  drunken  meetings,  the 
devil  c<<mes  to  drive  his  bargain  with  you,  as  well  as  your  other  cuf- 
totners.  He  bids  for  your  (ouls,  and  oSers  )-oU  iuch  pleaftirfs  asyoo 
there  find  in  easchange  kt  them,  and  is  content  to  tiiake  your  dying 
day  the  time  of  your  delivtfrirg  them  into  his  pcfleflion.  How  do  you 
like  fuch  trading  as  this,  gentlemen  i 

S(utji,  3.  You  lay,  (bould  you  refufe  to  acconipany  them,  and  do 
as  they  do,  you  Qiould  be  branded  for  fanatics,    I  would  fahi  know, 
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whether  fiich  a  pka  for  dn;a):etia^(s  as  this,  doth  »«t  j|i(Uf  c%ft  $he 
greatcft  reproach  of  fsvaaticitm  Upoi»  yourfelve$»  and  &t  a  marjk  pf  tnif 
honour  upon  thofe.  men  whom  the  wpAd  npjuf^iy  (tigipati^^  wj^ 
that  titk  i  6eotlenQ^|i>  I  do  afiure  fQu,  the  faoatia  (as  jkmi  ^all  them) 
have  rttdon  to  thsMik  you  for  tbe  bono«r  9^4  ju&m  yPAl  hi^Te  4pQ(^ 
theia»  ip  acknowledging  tb^nn  to  be  sone  oJF  the  sa/einher^  qf  y 0^ 
helli^  fociety,  but  perlbn^  of  a  more  fober  ^nd  hoAOMrable  ^hsM^^^M^ 
And  I  appeal  tofour  reafoQi  whether  k  7W}d  opt  he  laore  for  yoiflr 
honour,  to  wear  the  ui\joft  title  of  a  £m^t  than  the  39ft  e^Aiure  pf  a 
drunken  fot. 

£KCi/^Jf  V.  Too  6y>  you  are  obliged  i^  point  of  loy#iky  ^  plf^gl 
hioi  that  conff o^t^  the  firft  glafs  tp  the  heahh  of  thip  ki^g  qf  ml 
perfiin  of  effMOenfqr*     I  le^ye  it  ft^U  to  yptte  reafon  to  b#  iu4ge> 

1 .  Whether  tb^  king  have  caufe  to  ac^i^amt  the  xam^^  hre^di  of 
the  law«  by  which  he  governs,  to  be  a  iigoal  expr<iffipn  of  hi^  f^|d!f^^^ 
loyalty  to  hhn  i  Is  pot  his  royal  aiithority,  his  hooo^r  and  fafety  in  hi^ 
laws  ?  And  b  he  not  finely  honoured,  think  you,  (^  fqch  drfinkep 
loyalty  as  this  i  Gentlemen,  you  have  a  king  over  you  of  founder  in- 
telle^als,  and  more  exemplary  temperance  and  fobriety  than  to  be 
thus  impofed  upon. 

2.  Can  you  think  he  reckons  his  health  in  the  lead  degree  advanc- 
ed or  fecured  by  the  ruin  and  fubf^arfian  pf  his  fubjeSb  health  ?  No^ 
no;  did  the  genteeleft  drunkards  in  England  enquire,  they  would 
4|0cfcly  &Ki,  it  wquld  more  pleaie  hin^  if  th^y  M^^ld  opf>fu)t  their 
awn  health  betteri  ai^  pray  for  hU  more  fi^pcf ely  and  IJ^vci[^t}y  than 
they  do. 

Excufe  VI.  Tour  laft  excuie  is,  that  you  have  plentiful  eftates  that 
will  bear  it ;  ^od  Qnce  yoiu:  pQ.ckets  ^e  {w\\  wb^  IbouUi  yoi^  heads 
or  Aomach3  b^  cjppty. 

^^Jt>  The  only  <ju^(lipp  J  wouJd  h<sre  ftatc,  find  le^vc  you;:  o|r^ 
reaftn  to  determine^  15  .this,  whether  yau  .think  the  .cjcpfrieuqc  of  >he  . 
rcduodancy  and  pver-plus  pf  your  cftatej  jp  excpf?  ^d  drwnkcnncfs, 
h^  the  very  end  and  de^gn  Ggd  aimed  at,  in  bellowing  thofe  things 
witj(i  Inch  a  bountiful  hand  upon  ypu  ?  And  whether  the  eypcnce  of 
it  tn  this  way,  will  pleafe  blm  ^s  well,  as  if  you  clo^tbed  the  naked, 
and  fed  the  hungry  with  it,  and  brought  the  blejiings  of  tben^i  thaic 
arexeady  to  perifhi  upon  you  a^d  your  families  ?  Ah,  gentlemen,  you 
muft  cpme  to  a  day  of  reckoning.  Tour  re^fons  apd  confcicnces  c^ 
never  tell  you,  you  c^  mak^  yp  a?  .comfortable  an  a(;(;oypt  i^ith  God, 
by  fetting  down  fo  m^ny  hundred  poinds  in  wine  and  ftrnns  drink, 
more  than  wjbs  neceflary  and  beneficial :  Itpn^  So  many  thoufand 
potmdi  loft  in  play :  So  mpcb  upon  whore$  ;  a3  if  you  iet  down  Ip 
much  to  feed  and  cbath  the  naked  and  hungry.  So  that  all  your  ex- 
cufes  for  this  fin  arc  baffled  by  your  own  reafon  \  and  it  va?  e^fy  to 
conclude)  that  fpch  a  traitor  to  reaion  as  drunkeiy^efs  13,  which  h^h 
fo  often  dethroned  it^  oojald  not  poilibly  .receive  a  moi«  iavosivahlc 
judgment  and  fentence  than  this  uoir  given  upon  it. 
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Let  an  drunkards  henceforth  conflder,  what  a  t^Iuntary  madnef!; 
the  fin  of  drunkennefs  is,  bow  it  unmans  them,  aind  fetsthem  belo# 
the  very  brutes.     A  grate  *  father  calb  it  rightiy, 

<<  A  dtflcmper  of  the  head^  a  fubverfion  of  the  fenies,  si  tempeft 
in  the  tongue,  the  ftorm  of  the  bod^,  the  flii(>wreck  of  virtue,  the 
lofs  of  time^  a  wilful  madnefs,  a  pleafant  evil,  a  fugared  poifbify  a  fweet 
flni  which  he  that  hath,  hath  not  himrelf ;  and  he  that  commies  it, 
doth  hot  only  commit  fin,  but  himfelf  is  ailtogether  fln." 

It  is  !a  fia  at  which  the  moft  fober  Heathens  bloihed.  The  policy 
of  the  Spartans  was  more  commendable  than  their  piety  in  Anaking 
men  drtmk,  that  t^eir  children  might  gaze  tfpOn  them  as-  a  monger, 
tod  be  (cared  for  ever  from  fuch  an  hon-id  praAice.  He  that  b  mailer- 
ed  by  drunkennefs.  Can  never  be  mailer  of  his  own  counfels.  Both 
reafon  and  religion  cendemn  this  courfe.  Make  a  paufe  therefore 
irhere  you  are,  and  rather  throw  that  wine  or  beer  upon  the 
ground,  which  elle  wilt  caft  thy  body  upon  the  ground^  and  thy  foul 
and  body  into  hell^ 


CHAP.    V. 

Ccniainini  the  refult  ahd  ifue  of  the  third  amfultdtiah  mth  reafin^ 
upon  the  cqfe  of  uncleannefs :  and  the  true  report  of  the  dftermn> 
tion  of  every  man's  reajbn,  tuith  reJj^eEl  thereunto* 

^  J  npHE  bountiful  arid  indulgent  God  hith  ma<<e  mot^  abun- 
'  •  I  dantprovifion  for  the  pleafurc  and  delight  of  rational,  than 
of  brutal  beings :  'And  bid  wife  and  righteous  laws  order  and  fimit 
their  plcafures  to  their  great  advantage  5  his  allowance  under  thofe 
rcflriflions  being  large  and  fiill  enough.  Both  reafon  and  experience 
affure  us,  that  the  trueft  pleafurcs  are  moft  freely  and  honourably  to 
be  enjoyed  within  the  pale  and  boundary  of  his  laws ;  and  that  there 
ar?  none  fit  fbr  the  enjoy mclit  of  a  man  or  Ghriftlan,  to  be  fojdnd  with- 
out, or  beyond  them. 

That  prudent  owner  provides  heft  for  his  cattle,  wlio  puts  them  in- 
to inclofcd  fragrant  fields,  where  they  have  plenty  of  proper  and  plea- 
fant food,  fweet  and  pure  fprings  of  wfitcr,  the  pleafant  covert  of 
Ihady  trees,  and  all  that  is  either  ncceflary  or  convenient  for  them; 
ahho'  thcfe  fields  be  {o  inclofed  within  pales  or  walls,  that  they  can- 
not ftray  without  thofe  boundaries,  into  other  men*s  ground,  to  be  by 

•  Turiaiia  cm^th^/idverfio/eMfiu,  ttm/>e/tas  Ihgum^pruella  etrforit,  nm^ragtum  vfrtuta:, 
smiffM  tetKporit^  infanta  ^iuMtaria,  bUurtU  ddtmon^  duUt  ^ntmumyfvttveftctaiMm^  fmmmfw  i*- 
iety  fii/jfrm  «m  tMhtf  fvM*  fHi  fmt^  pvutum  n%n  tmntitm  Jktit,  fid  ipfk  ittm  9Jl  fcu*^ 
tmm. 
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ftida  impounded,  and  brought  back  laak,  tired,  and  dirtj,  to  their 
owner ;  or  by  Amy mg  into  waftes  and  wildemeilesi  fall  a  prey  {ds- 
firagglert  ufe  td  do)  to  wolves  and  lions. 

God  envies  not  any  trae,  rational,  and  proper  pleafnre  to  men  oif 
women  i  when  he  bounds  them  in  by  his  command,  within  the  al* 
lowance  whereof  fufflcierit  pSroviiion  b  made  for  the  benefit  and  de-» 
light  of  propagation.  And  though  it  be  all  men's  duty  to  tremble  at 
the  awful  folemnky,  yet  it  wolild  be  any  man's  fin  to  repine  and  mur« 
mer  at  the  AH£hieft  and  feverity  of  his  command,  delivered  with 
thunder  and  lightning  from  mount  Sioat,  Thoujbalt  mt  commit  aduU 
tety.  Man's  honourable  liberty,  and  God^s  wife  and  juft  reftrainf 
smd  limitation  thereof,  are  both  fet  together  before  our  eyes,  in  that 
one  IcriptUrc,  Hcb.  ziii.  4.  ^  Marriage  is  hotioHrable  in  all,  and  the 
bed  nndefiled ;  but  whorctncmgers  and  adulterers  God  will  judge.*^ 
Here  is  a  tiberail  allowance  granted,  and  a  fevere  puntlhment  threatncd 
for  the  inordinacies  and  exorbitancies  of  boundlefs  and  ungovern- 
able lufts.  God  will  judge  with  temporal  judgments  in  this  world; 
and  upon  impenitent  perfiftents,  with  eternal  judgments  in  the  world 
to  come. 

$  2.  Such  is  the  corruption  of  man's  xiatdiie  by  the  fall,  th»  it  hatet 
indofures.  reftraints,  and  limitations.  Thele  things  which  were  in^ 
tended  to  regulate,  ferVe  only  to  (harpen  and  enrage  their  fenfual  ap^ 
petite*  No  firait  fo  fweet  to  corrupt  nature,  as  jforbidden  fhut^  Nitimui^ 
in  vetitumfemper,  cupitnufque  negaia.  The  very  redraint  of  evil,  makea 
it  look  like  a  pleafant  and  defirable  good.  Sons  of  Belial  can  endure 
no  yoke  of  reftraint.  There  is  a  great  truth  in  that  obfervation  of  the 
divine  Herbert,  That  if  God  had  laid  all  iS^mmon,  man  bimfel^  would 
have  been  the  inclofcr.  For  his  reafon  and  experience  would  have 
plainly  informed  him  of  the  great  and  manifold  advantages  of  dif- 
tinAion  and  propriety.  How  many  quarrels  and  barbarous  murder* 
have  been  occafioncd  by  whores  !  which  by  keeping  within  God'a 
bounds  and  rules,  had  been  both  honeftly  and  honourably  prevented. 

Were  men  left  to  that  liberty  brutes  are,  to  fcatrer  their  lofts  pro- 
tntrcuoufly,  fathers  would  not  know  their  own  children,  nor  children 
their  fathers ;  whereby  both  their  duties  and  comforts  would  be  pre- 
fciuded  together.  Such  mifchiefs  as  thefe,  would  make  men  glad  of 
that  inelofore,  which  the  laws  of  God  have  made  for  them.  But  be-<' 
hoi  J  with  admiration  theperverfe  wickcdrels  of  corrupt  nature,  mani- 
fcited  in  this,  that  becaufe  ^God  hath  inclofed  and  fecured  their  rela-* 
tious  to  them  by  his  laws,  (which  inclofurc  is  every  m'ay  to  their  ad  van* 
tage^}  yet  this  makes  their  lufts  the  more  hcad-ftrong  and  outrageous^ 
and  they  cannot  take  that  comfort  in  their  ov^n,  becaufe  their  own, 
that  they  think  to  find  in  another's^  becaufe  another's. 

Remarkable  to  this  purpofe  is  that  •  relation  pf  Mr  Firmin's,  which 

Vol.  VL  3  T 
*  J  .  '  •  - 

*  Re«I  ChrlTJan,  p.  60. 
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he  recieved  from  hb  near  rtktion»  who  was  minifler  to  the  company 
of  Englith  merchants  in  Pruffia*  •  The  conful,  or  govemer  of  that 
company,  being  a  married  man,  and  that  to  a  irery  proper  and  comely 
woman,  was  yet  enflaved  to  othersi  not  to  be  compared  with  his  own 
wife  for  comelineis.  This  mini  fter  dealt  with  him  about  it.  One 
argument  he  urged,  was  this :  That  of  all  men  be  had  the  lead  temp- 
tation, having  a  wife  Co  comely,  that  few  women  were  like  her.  He 
anfwered,  yea,  were  flie  not  my  wife,  I  could  love  her.  Had  tkc 
been  his  whore,  he  could  have  loved  her;  he  thought  none  like  her; 
but  becaufe  (he  was  his  wife,  hedged  in  by  God,  he  cared  not  for  her. 
O  what  hearts  have  men,  that  they  (hould  ever  think  that  to  be  beft 
for  them  which  is  moft  crofs  to  God  !  Why  (hould  Aolen  waters  be 
iweeter  than  thofe  of  our  own  fountains  I 

$  3.  God's  choice  mu(l  needs  be  far  better  for  us,  than  our  own. 
Ordinate  and  lawful  pleafures  and  enjoyments,  are  hr  better  and 
fwecter,  than  exorbitant  and  forbidden  ones.  And  the  reafon  is  evi- 
dent and  undeniable :  For  amongft  all  the  operations  of  the  mind>  its 
reflex  afts  are  the  a^  that  beft  relUh*  pleafure.  And  indeed,  without 
felf-refle£tion,  a  man  cannot  tell  whether  he  delights  or  no.  All 
(enfe  of  pleafure  implies  (bme  reflexion  of  the  mind :  and  thofe  plea- 
(ores  of  a  man  muft  needs  be  the  fweeteft,  which  afford  the  fweetcft 
refleAions  upon  them  afterwards  and  thofe  the  bafefc  pleaAires,  which 
are  accompanied  and  followed  with  prefent  regret,  or  the  ftinging  and 
cutting  reflexions  of  the  confcience  upon  them  afterwards. 

I  •  Lawful  and  ordinate  enjoyments,  are  as  honey  without  the  fling. 
Forbidden  pleafures,  are  embittered  and  extinguifhed  by  thefe  regrets 
and  reflexions  of  the  cAifcience.  They  are  like  thofe  pleafant  fruits, 
which  the  Spaniards  found  in  the  Indies,  which  were  fweet  to  the 
tafle,  but  fo  environed  and  armed  on  every  fide  with  dangerous  briers 
and  thorns,  that  they  tore  not  only  their  clothes  off  their  lacks,  but  the 
Ikin  off  their  flefh,  to  come  at  them ;  and  therefore  they  called  them 
comfits  in  bell.  And  fuch  are  all  forbidden,  and  uhlawfiil  pleafures. 

A  merchant  (faith  the  fore-mentioned  author  *)  dining  with  the 
inars  at  Dantzick,  his  entertainment  was  very  noble.  After  he  had 
dined,  and  feen  all,  the  merchant  fell  to  commending  their  pleafant 
life.  *  Yea,  faid  one  of  the  friars  to  him,  we  live  gallantly  indeed,  if 
we  had  any  body  to  go  to  hell  for  us  when  we  die.'  You  fee  what 
mingles  with  men's  ienfual  and  finful  Ijufls. 

2,  Your  honour  is  fccured,  by  keeping  within  God's  bounds  and 
limits:  Marriage  is  honourable  in  alL  Here  guilt  can  neither  wrong 
your  confciences,  nor  infamy  your  reputations.  Fornicators  and  adul- 
terers go  up  and  down  the  world,  as  men  burnt. in  the  hind :  Their 
confcience  laihes  them  within ;  and  men  point  at  them  abroad.  They 
are  a  terror  to  themfelves,  and  a  fcom  to  men. 

3.  The  health  of  the  body  is  fccured  by  chafte  and  regular  ecjoy. 


•Real  Chriftiazi,  p.  $3. 
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mentS)  but  eiipofed  to  deftruftion  the  other  wajr^  God  hath  plagued 
the  iaordbacy  of  men's  luftsj  with  moft  ftrange  and  horrid  diie.tfes* 
That  Morbus  GalUcus,  Sudor  Anglicus,  and  Plica  Polonica,  were 
judgments  fent  immediately  by  God's  own  hand,  as  the  witneiTss  of 
his  high  difpieafure,  againft  the  bold  and  daring  contemners  of  his. 
facred  and  awful  command.  Thus,  as  Prov.  v.  1 1.  '<  They  mourn 
at  laft,  whea  their  fle(h  and  body  are  coafumed.''  Other  fins  are  com- , 
miued  in  the  body ;  but  this  againft  it>  as  well  as  in  it. 

4.  The  blaft  and  wafte  of  our  eftates  (which  is  the  ufual  confe- 
quence  of  uncleannefs)  is  prevented  and  avoided,  by  keeping  withia 
God's  rules.  The  truth  of  what  the  fcripture  tells  us^Prov.  x.  5.  is* 
often  exemplified  before  your  eyes ;  that,  '5  by  reafon  of  a  whorifh 
woman,  a  man  is  brought  to  a  morfel  of  bread."  Adultery  gives  a 
man  rags  for  his  livery;  it  lodgeth  his  lubi}ance  in  the  houfe  of 
ilrangers,  and  entails  wants  and  curfes  on  him  and  his. 

5.  In  a  word,  continence,  or  lawful  marriage,  expofes  not  ^he  ibul 
to  the  eternal  wrath  of  God,  as  uncleannefs  doth ;  i  Cor.  vi.  9, 10; 
This  fin  does  not  only  (hut  a  man  out  of  his  .own  houfe,  and  the 
hearts  of  good  men,  but  c^t  of  heaven  itfelf,  without  thorough  re- 
pentance and  reformation. 

$4.  The  cafe  ftandii^  thus :  it  is  matter  of  juft  adouration,  how  ' 
the  fia^f  uncleannefs  mould  pow  fo  epidemical  and  common  as  it 
doth,  feeing  fuch  as  live  in  this  filthy  couife,  muft  needs  counter-a£l 
and  oppofe  their  own  reafon  and  intereft  together.  For  they  forfake 
God's  way,  which  glides  them  as  much  liberty  as  can  be  reafonably  de- 
fired  ;  and  caft  themfelves  into  a  courle  of  life,  clogged  with  dA  , 
saanner  of  temporal  and  eternal  miferies,  of -foul  and  body,  honour 
and  efiate* 

The  plain  rule  and  dictate  of  common  reafon,  which!  laid  down 
before,  being  applied  to  this  particular  cafe,  manifefily  condemns  it« 
For  feeing  honefiy  and  cbaftity  comprise  the  true  pleafure,  profit, 
and  honour  of  the  whole  man,  are  more  congruous  to  human  nature, 
and  prefervative  of  it,  it  ought,  therefore,  to  be  preferred  in  the 
eflimation  and  choice  of  all  men,  to  unlawful  adulterous  pleafures, 
which  (fi>r  the  reafons  abbve)  are  inferior  iq  themfelves  to  *ohafie, 
conjugal  enjoyments ;  and  befides  that,  are  attended  and  followed 
with  fuch  a  train  of  prefent  and  future  miferies,  deftru£Uve  to  the 
whole  man. 

And  yet  for  all  this,  to  the  amazement  of  all  ferious  obfervers,  ne-» 
.  V]|r  was  any  age  more  infamous  for  this  fin,  than  the  prefent  age  .b } 
and  that  under  the  "clear  fhinlng  light  of  the  golpel. 

What  the.  fpecial  ca^fes  and  inducements,  to  the  overflowing  and 
abounding  of  this  fin,  ^re  in  the  prefent  age,  will  be  well  worth  the 
enquiring  and  fifting  at  this  time. 

^  5.  Inducpnent  I. 

It  is  highly  probable,  the  influencing  examples  of  great  men,  have 
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bad  DO  fmall  band  in  thef{)reading  of  this  aboiniiiable  md  crying  fia, 
amongfl  all  inferior  ranks  and  orders  of  men. 

Great  men's  ill  examples^  like  a  Bag  of  poifon  in  the  fountain,  cor- 
fopt  and  infcft  multirudea.  The  mlgar  think  they  arc  privileged,  or, 
tt  the  leaftj  very  much  excufedj  when  they  di^bac  follow  the  ptfece* 
dents  and  examples  of  gr^t  and  eminent  perTdna* 

Bu(  this  will  be  found  a  weak  and  fcH>li&  plea^  for  undeaanefs, 
which  will  never  be  able  to  endure  the  teft  of  your  own  reafon :  For 
the  inbred  notions  of  a  God,  and  of  a  future  life  6f  isetribotion,  being 
fo  firmly  fealed  and  engraven  upon  human  natore,  they  can  never  be 
stterly  eradicated  |  your  own  reafon  will  argue  from  thofe  inbred  no« 
taons  in  this  manner,  and  how  you  will  be  able  to  repel  the  argument, 
and  efcape  convIAion  and  felf^ondemnation»  ^ite  fnrmounts  my 
imagination,  whatever  it  dp  yoyrs*  And  thnsit  will  dtfpate,  and  di- 
lemma yoU|  do  what  you  can. 

That  God,  before  whom  greater  and  leffer,  honoixrable  and  bafcr 
fianeVs  fliall  appear  in  judgment,  will  be  either  partial  or  impartial, 
m  his  judgments  upon  them.  There  is,  or  there  is  not  rdped:  ok 
perfons  with  him.  If  there  be,  (which  both  his  nature  and  word 
utterly  deny) ;  then  thofe  great  apd  honourable  adulterers^  or  form^ 
mtors,  whofe  examples  you  fWlow,  may  haply  be  excufed  for  their 
cminency  and  honoiu^s  fake  \  but  yoa,  that  have  no  fuch  esunency 
and  honour  in  the  world,  a»  they  have,  muft  be  condemned,  diougl^ 
you  thought  to  efcape'  9s  well  as  they. 

But  if  there  be  no  partiality,  or  refpeft  of  perfons  with  God,  (as 
SDofk  affuredly  there  is  none),  tlyen  both  greater  and  leflfer,  bonoora^ 
We  and  bafer,  adulterers,  muft  bp  ^gmjemncd  together,-  to  the  fiane 
cominon  and  intolerable  mifery. 

So  that  to  take  any  (though  the  leaft)  encouragement  to  fin,  fixuu 
the  precedents  and  examples  of  great  ones^  is  a  moft  ienfelefiand  ir« 
rational  thing,  utterly  unworthy  of  one  that  believes  there  is  a  jolt  and 
impartial  God  \  and  he  is  worfe  than  a  devil,  (hat  believes  it  not :  Fop 
the  devils  themfclves  beKevc  and  tremble. 
$  6y  InducetMnf  9. 

But  others  would  pcrfuadc  us,  they  are  dr;iwn  into  thia  fin  by  a 
kind  of  inevitable  pecc^ty  j  they  being  peifher  aWc  to  contain,  doif 
marry. 

They  are  not  yet  arrived  to  an  eftate  fufficient  to  mainttitt  a  fiunily 
With  reputation  :  But  when  they  have  gotten  enough  by  trade,  or  by 
the  fall  of  their  paternal  eflates,  to  live  in  equal  repotaiion  with  th«ir 
neighbours  \  then  they  defign  to  alter  their  courie  of  life,  and  aban* 
don  thcfe  folKes. 

But,  reader,  if  this  be  thy  plea  for  unckanneA,  thou  ffaalt  hare  as 
fair  a  trial,  for  a  foul  fad,  as  thine  own  heart  can  defire:  be  ftill 
thine  own  judge ;  and  let  thine  own  reafon  give  a  fiur  anfwer  to  thcfe 
^ec  pcrtincttt  queftions. 

^fi.  I.  Whether  whoredom  be  as  likely  and  promifin^  a  way 
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to  engage  God's  bleffing  upoa  your  tnrdes  and  employments^  as  coii« 
tinence  or  conjugal  chaliky  are  ?  That  is  to  fay  ^ai»ly,  Whether  obe^ 
dience  and  diibfbedience  to  the  hw  of  God»  be  alf  one^  and  pleafe 
lum  alike  ?  You  know^  your  (kceefs  in  hnfinefe  is  not  in  yoar  own 
hand ;  it  is  God  that  giveth  thee  power  to  get  wealth :  Hu  bleffmg 
makitb  rich.  And  is  fin  as  likely  a  way  to  engage  his  bleffing,  ^ 
doty  and  obedience  is  ?  I  am  confident^  your  own  reafon  will  never 
give  it. 

Obfed.  Ifywfay^fuch-perfonspro^r  in  the  nncrld  of  meU  as  others^ 
for  ought  you  fee. 

So/.  The  contrary  is  evident  in  the  common  obfervation  of  man* 
kind:  By  reafon  of  whoredom*  multitudes  are  bronght  to  a  piece  of 
bread.  And  though  God  fuff!^'  fome  unclean  perfons  to  profper  in 
the  world  ;  yet  challity  with  poverty^,  is  infinitely  preferable  to  fuch 
accurfed  profperity. 

^uefl'  2.  Whether  the  courfe  of  fin  you  are  now  driving  and  ac« 
£uftoming  yourielves  to,  will  not,  in  all  probability,  fo  infatuate  and 
bewitch  you,  that  when  you  come  into  a  married  eftate,  yon  fliall  ftiU 
be  under  the  power  of  this  fin  ;  and,  fo  ruin  the  perfon  you  marry,  as 
well  as  yourfelf  f  If  the  word  of  God  fignify  any  thing  with  you,  it 
fignifieth  this  -,  That  there  is  a  witchcraft  in  whoredom ;  and,  compa^ 
ratfvely  fpeaking,  *<  None  that  go  to  her  return  again,  neither  take 
.they  hold  ofthe  paths  of  life;"  Prov.  ii.  i8,  19. 

ObjtA.  If  to  tnvaiidate  this  iefiimonyy  you  Jball  fay  that  he^hatffoki 
$hiSf  did  himfelfgo  afierjlrange  women, 

SoL  It  is  true,  he  did  fo.  But  then  withal,  you  muft  remeiAber^ 
that  he  hath  warned  you  by  his  own  fad  experience,  that  you  never 
follow  him  in  thofe  his  footfteps :  Ecclef.  vii.  26.  "  I  find  (faith  he) 
jxK>re  bitter  than  death,  the  woman  wbofe  heart  is  fnares  and  netSy 
and  her  hands  as  bands.  Whofo  pleaieth  God,  fiiall  etcape  from  her } 
but  the  finner  fhail  be  taken  by  her/' 

^uffi.  3.  And,  lafllyy  I  demand  of  your  reafon,  «^hether  it  can, 
or  will,  allow  any  place  to  this  plea  of  neceffity ;  bjfore  you  havtf 
tried  and  ufed  all  God's  appointed  remedies,  which  are  fuiScient  to 
prevent  that  neceffity  you  plead  ? 

There  are  lawful  remedies  enough,  fufficisnt,  with  God's  bleffing^ 
to  keep  you  from  fuch  a  neceHity  to  fin  \  fuch  as  temperance,  and 
morie  abfietpioufnefe  in  meats  and  drinks  \  avoiding  lafcivious  books, 
pUy<-houlcs,  and  filthy  company^  laborious  diligence  in  your  lawful 
calUngs,  and  fervent  prayer,  for  mortifying  and  preventing  grace: 
And  if  temptations  (hall  ftir  amadft  all  thefe  preventives ;  then  casing 
yourielves  upon  the  diredions  and  fupply  of  providence,  in  the  ho« 
nourable  efl:ate  of  marriage.  Never  plead  necefiity,  whilil  all  thefo 
jirefentives  might,  but  have  not  been  ufed. 
§  7.  Inducement  3. 

Others  plead  the  abfence  of  their  lawful  remedies,  and  prefence  of 
lonptinj^  obje^f    This  is  the  cafc^of  our  foldiers  and  feamen*    ftit 
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though  this  be  the  moft  colourable  pretence  of  all  the  reftj  yet  yeup 
own  reafon  and  conlcience  willi  even  in  thb  cafe,  fo  dilemma  and  noru 
pbis  you,  that  jf  you  will  adventure  upon  the  fin,  you  fliali  never 
have  their  leave  and  confent  with  you :  For  they  have  a  fpecial  and 
peculiar  consideration  of  yon»  as  peribns  more  eminently  and  imme- 
diately expofed  to  the  dangers  of  death  than  other  men.  And  thus 
(would  you  but  give  them  a  fair  hearing)  they  would  expoftulate  and 
reafon  out  the  matter  with  you. 

<<  Either  thou  (bait  efcape»  or  not  eicape,  the  hazard  of  this  voj- 
age*  or  battle.  If  thou  fall  (as  to  be  fure  many  will)  will  this  be  an 
honouraUei  fafei  and  comfortable  dofe,  and  winding  up  of  thy  life  ? 
What,  from  awhcH*e  to  thy  gravel  God  forbid.  From  burning 
luftsy  to  everlading  burnings !  Better  thou  hadft  never  been  bom." 

Or  if  thou  do  efcape>  and  return  again  to  thy  femily ;  how  canfk  thou 
look  her  in  the  faccj  with  whom  thou  haft  fo  bafely  broken  thy  mar- 
riage-VDW.  and  covenant  ?  Whatever  elfe  thou  bring  home  with  thee, 
to  be  fure  thou  ihalt  bring  home  guilt  with  theci  a  blot  never  to  be 
wiped  away. 

Objeft.  If  you  fay  i  you  are  not  fuch  fools  to  puUj/b  your  ownfiame; 
you  ^uill  follow  Cafar^s  advice  to  the  young  adulter^^  Si  non  caA^i  tamen 
caute,  Ij  laB  not  chaftly^  I  willaB  cauiiou/ly, 

Sol.  Your  reafon  and  confcience  will  both  deride  the  weaknefs  and 
tfbUy  of  this  pretence :  For  they  both  very  well  know,  no  man  (ins  fo 
fecretly,  but  he  fins  before  two  infallible  witneiiesj  viz.  God,  and  his 
own  confcience ;  and  that  the  laft,  and  leaft  of  thefe,  is  more  than  a 
thoufand  witnefies.  That  God  ufually  dete£ts  it  in  this  world,  cany 
it  as  clofely  as  you  will }  but  to  be  fure,  it  (ball  be  publilhed  as  upoq 
U&e  houfe>top,  before  men  and  angels  in  the  great  day. 
§  8.  Inducement  4. 

Another  inducement  to  this  fin,  (and  the  laft  I  (hall  mentton)i  i& 
the  commonnefs  of  it,  which  abates  the  fhame  of  it. 

What  need  they  trouble  themfelves  fo  much,  or.be  fo  (hy  of  that 
which  is  pra£tifed  by  thoufands,  which  is  fo  frequently  aded  in  every 
place,  and  little  made  of  it  ? 

But  if  either  your  reafon  or  confcience  will  admit  this  plea  for  good 
and  lawful,  the  devil  hath  utterly  blinded  or  in&tuated  the  one  cr 
other  J  as  will  evidently  appear  by  the  following  reafons.     For, 

Reafon  i.  If  the  thing  be  evil,  (as  you  cannot  deny  but  it  is)  then, 
by  how  much  the  commoner,  by  fo  much  the  worfe  it  muft  needs 
be.  Indeed,  if  a  thing  be  good,  by  how  much  the  commoner,  fo 
much  the  better  :  but  to  attribute  this  efiential  property  of  gooii  un- 
to evil,  is  t9  confound  and  deftroy  the  difference  between  themt  9nd 
make  good  and  evil  both  alike. 

Reajon  2.  If  the  commonnefs  of  uncleannefs  will  excufe  yoO|  it 
will  more  excufe  all  others  that  (hall  commit  this  fin  after  you : 
and  iiill  by  bow  much  more  the  numbers  of  adulterers  and  £Dii)ic2- 
tors  are  hicreafed,  ftiil  the  ieis  fcruple  men  need  make  to  commit}  aod 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Tbi  ReafonchUnefs  of  Perfonal  Refofffiation.  jtp 

To  the  whok  communitj  (hall  in  a  little  time  be  fo  infcAed  and  dck 
filedi  that  chriftian  kingdoms  (hall  quickly  become  like  Sodom,  and 
God  provoked  to  deal  with  them>  as  he  did  by  that  wretched  city. 

Rta/on  3.  If  the  commonnefs  of  the  fin  be  an  ezcufe  and  plea  for 
it  \  fuppoie  the  roads  ifhoold  be  more  infefted  than  they  are  with 
highwaymen,  fo  that  every  month  you  fliould  fee  whole  cart-loads  of 
them  drawn  to  Tyburn ;  would  your  reafon  infer  from  thence,  that 
becaufe  hanging  is  grown  fo  common,  you  need  not  foniple  fo  much 
as  you  were  wont  to  do,  to  take  a  purfe,  or  piftol  an  honeft  innocent 
traveller  upon  the  road  ? 

ObjeA.  Ifyoujhallfay^  unckanrufs  isnot  fo  co/lly  a  fin  as  robbery  is  ; 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  difference  between  Tyburn,  and  a  wbore^boufe  pu^ 
nifbment, 

Sol.  There  is  a  great  difference  indeed,  even  as  much  as  is  betwixt 
Tyburn  and  hell,  or  a  fmall  mulA  in  the  courts  of  men,  and  the  eter- 
nal wrath  of  a  fin-revenging  God :  fo  great  will  the  difference  be- 
twixt the  puniChments  of  all  fins  by  G^»  and  by  men  be  found. 

Thus  you  fee,  gentlemen,  the  common  pleas  for  uncleannefs  over- 
ruled by  your  own  reafon  and  confciences. 

We  live  in  a  plentiful  land,  abounding  with  all  the  comforts  of  this 
life,  and  with  thoufands  of  full-fed  wantons ;  of  whom  the  Lord  com- 
plains this  day,  as  he  did  of  the  Jews,  whom  that  flowing  land  vo- 
mited out,  Jer.  V.  7.  <<  When  I  had  fed  them  to  the  foil,  they  com- 
mitted adultery,  and  afleonbled  themfelves  by  troops  in  the  harlots 
houfes.  They  were  as  fed  horfes  in  the  morning ;  every  one  neighed 
after  his  neighbour's  wife."  How  many  fuch  ftallions  are  thus  neigh« 
ing  in  the  fat  paftures  of  this  good  land  I 

Nor  do  I  wonder  at  all  to  foe  the  growth  of  Atheifm,  in  a  land 
fwarmed  and  over-run  with  fo  many  thoufands  of  blafphemers,  drun- 
kards, and  adulterers.  It  was  a  grave  obfervation  of  that  gallant  mo- 
raliO,  Plutarch  :  "  If  Epicurus  (faith  he)  fhould  but  grant  a  God  in 
his  full  perfeflions,  he  muft  change  his  life  prefently,  he  muft  be  a 
fwine  no  longer." 

The  Lord  purge  out  this  crying  abomination  alfo,  with  Atheifm 
and  dninkennefs,  the  inlets  of  it,  which  darken  our  glory,  and  threa- 
ten to  make  us  defolate. 


CHAP.    VL 

Wherein  re/tjon  and  confcience  are  once  more  confuliedj  about  that  bitter  and 
implacable  enmity  found  in  thoufands  this  day,  againjl  allferious  piety^ 
and  theflrtB  profeffors  thereof  who  differ  from  them  in  fome  external 
modes  and  rites  of  worfhip  ;  and  their  determinations,  upon  that  cafi, 
impartially  reported. 

i  I.  Ik  yf  AN  is  naturally  a  fociable  creature,  delighting  in  com- 
i\jL  P^°y  ^^  converfe.    He  that  affecSb  to  live  by,  and  t# 
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himfelf,  mud  be  (faith  the  philoibpher)  n  dupioy,  n  hot ;  either  a  Goi 
that  is  felf-fufficient,  and  (lands  in  needs  of  none;  or  a  wild  bead, 
fo  favage  and  fierce,  that  it  can  endure  nothing  but  itfelf. 

This  natural  quality  of  fociablenefe  is  divcrfly  improved.  Some* 
times  finfuUff  in  wicked  combinations  to  do  mifchief ;  like  the  had- 
ing together  ef  wolves  and  tjgers ;  fuch  was  the  confederation  of 
Simeon  and  Levi,  brethren  ia iniquity;  Gen.  xlix.  5f6.  Sometimes 
it  is  improved  civilly,  for  the  more  order}f  and  profperous  manage- 
ment of  human  affairs.  Thus  all  ctvtltzed  countries  have  improved 
it,  for  the  common  fccurity  and  benefit.  And  fometimes  religioufly, 
for  the  better  promoting  of  each  other's  fpiritual  and  eternal  good. 

Now  the  more  firmly  any  civil  or  religious  fodeties  are  knit  toge- 
ther by  love,  and  coalefce  in  unity,  by  (o  much  che  better  they  are  fe- 
eured  againft  their  common  enemies  and  dangers^  and  become  ftil]  the 
more  profperous  and  flourifliing  within  and  amopg  themfelves.  For 
when  every  man  finds  his  particular  iptereft  involved  in  the  public 
fafety  and  fecurity,  (as  every  private  eabbin  and  pafienger  is  in  the 
iafety  of  the  fkip),  every  particular  perfon  will  than  ftand  ready  to 
eontribute  his  uttermoft  affiftance,  for  the  fv&liit  intereft,  both  in 
peace  and  war.  United  force,  we  all  know,  is  mart:  than  fingle  $  and« 
in  this  fenfe,  we  fay,  UfUds  hwnoy  nuUus  homos  one  matn,  is' no  man, 
that  is,  coDudered  disjunAively,  and  alone  ;  when  yet  that  fingle 
perfon,  ftanding  in  a  proper  place  of  fervice  in  the  body,  ms^y,  by 
his  prudence  and  courage,  fignify  very  much  to  the  public  weal  oJF  hb 
-country ;  as  Fabius  did  to  the  Koman  ftate,  pf  whom  tb^  poet  milf 
obfcrved, 

Unis  homo  nobis  eunBando  tejiitmt  terns 
That  one  man,  by  his  prudent  delay  and  conduA,  hath  fiired  the 
whole  commonwealth. 

$  2.  It  is  therefore  the  undoubted  inteneft  of  Chriftiao  ftatev  and 
churches,  to  make  every  individual  perfon  as  ufeful  as  may  be  to  the 
whole,  and  to  enjoy  the  fervices  of  all  their  fubjeAs  and  members, 
one  way  or  other,  according  to  their  different  capacities  \  that  it  may 
be  faid  of  them,  (as  the  hiftorian  fpeaks  of  the  hmd  of  Canaan)  that 
there  was  in  it,  Ifihil  infruBuofum^  nihil  fier'tle  s  not  a  ihnib  bftt  bare 
fome  fruit. 

No  prudent  kingdom,  or  church,  will  deprive  themfelves  of  the  be« 
nefit  they  may  enjoy  by  the  fervices  of  any  confiderable  number  of  oien, 
(efpecially  if  they  be  able  and  good  men)  without  a  plain,  inevitable 
liecefiity.  No  man,  without  fuch  a  neceffity,  will  part  vvitb  the  ufe 
and  fervice  t>f  the  ieaA  finger  or  toe,  much  lefs  with  a  leg  or  arm  :  but 
would  reckon  himfelf  half  undone,  if  a  paralytic  diieafe  fliould  (hike 
90e  half  of  the  body,  and  render  it  utterly  ufeleis  to  defend  aiul  fuc- 
cour  the  other  part  in  time  of  danger. 

$  3.  Much  fo  ilands  the  cafe  with  churches  and  kingdoms,  when 
the  caufel9f$  and  cruel  enmity  ef  one  part  prevails  fo  far  againft  the 


Digitized  by 


.Google 


Tif  Reaf(mablinifs  of  Perfinal  Reformeim.  5a  f 

other,  as  to  deprive  that  ftate,  or  church,  of  the  ufe  and  fervice  of 
muhitudes  of  good  and  faithful  members. 

It  is  fotlf ,  in  its  higheft  exaltation,  for  one  part  of  a  nation^  oat  of 
bitter  enmity  to  the  other,  not  only  to  feek  all  ways  and  means  to 
fupprefs  and  ruin  it,  whilft  a  common  danger  bangs  over  the  whole  | 
but  to  rejoice  in  the  miferles  of  their  brethren,  as  the  principal  thing 
which  they  fancy  would  cpntribute  to  the  great  advantage  of  their 
caufe.  What  but  a  general  punifument,  (if  that  will  do  it)  can  work 
men's  hearts  into  a  more  general  compaffion  i 

The  hiftories  of  thofe  times  fufficiently  inform  as>  that  the  great 
feuds  and  factions  in  the  weftern  church,  not  only  immediately  pre^ 
ceded,  but  opened  the  way  to  the  terrible  inundations  of  the  Gothc 
and  Vandalst  Whilft  the  fuSering  part  cries  out,  cruelty,  cruelty  $ 
thofe  that  infii£t  it,  cry  as  loud,  juftice,  juftice.  Whaterer  rational 
apologies,  or  methods  of  peace,  come  from  the  opprefied  party,  are 
cenfured  by  the  other  as  murmur  and  mutiny.  All  men  commend 
unity,  and  aflert  it  to  be  the  intereft  of  kingdoms  and  churches.  Thcf 
wi(h  all  men  were  of  one  mind  ;  but  what  mind  muft  that  be  ?  To  be 
fure,  none  but  their  own. 

The  more  cool,  prudent,  and  moderate  fpirits  of  each  party,  may 
ftriye  to  the  uttermod,  to  adlay  thefe  unnatural  feuds  and  apimofities. 
^rhe  wifdom  of  the  governing  part^  may  take  the  inftruments  of  cruel- 
ty out  of  their  hand ;  but  it  is  God  alone  -that  can  pluck  up  the  roots 
9f  enmity  out  of  their  hearts. 

And  what  is  the  matter,  when  all  is  fifted  and  examined  i  Whf 
the  matter  is  this :  fome  will  be  more  ferious,  ftrid,  and  confdentious 
than  others  tliink  fit  or  neceflary  for  them  to  be*  They  dare  not 
curfe,  fwear,  whore,  and.be  drunk,  as  others  do.  They  icruple  tp 
comply  with  what  God  hath  not  commanded,  and  the  very  impofert 
confefs  to  be  indifferent,  antecedently  to  their  command.  They  re* 
verently  mention  the  name  of  God,  without  an  oath,  and  the  folema 
matters  of  religion,  without  a  jeft  in  their  company.  They  will  aflume 
as  omch  liberty  to  reprove  fin,  as  others  do  to  commit  it.  They  take 
more  pleafurein  heavenly  duties,  and  holy  conferences,  thanjn  rant* 
ing  and  roaring  in  taverns  and  ak-hou(es»  That  is,  in  a.  word,  they 
live  up  to  the  principles  of  religion,  which  all  pretend  to  }  and  this  is 
their  unpardonable  crime,  a  h\i\i  never  to  be  expiated  by  any  left 
puniihment  than  their  dellruftion. 

And  are  not  people  (think  you)  come  to  a  fine  pafs;  when  the 
ftri£teft  obedience  to  the  laws  of  God  ihall  be  accounted  more  crimi- 
nal than  the  moft  open  and  profane  violation  of  them  ?  Nay,  though 
they  reprove  the  other  party's  fin  no  other  way,  t  ut  by  their  moft 
ferious  and  religious  lives  ;  yet  this  alone  (hall  be  fufficient  to  make 
them  culpable  and  obnosious. 

$  4*  If  the  party  thus  generally  hated  and  maligned,  be  (for  the 
generality  of  them)  ferious  and  godly  ChriAians}  or  ii  tue  ftrid^A 
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Wid  Mamdh  •£  their  lives,  and  tenderncfs  of  their  cooiHeQce8»  be  the 
true  ground  and  rcafon  of  our  hatrcii  of  them ;  fiich  an  hatred,  when 
It  becooftes  general.  Is  a  dtrefiii  prdage  of  Tome  coramoA  calamity  and 
miferjr  haftefting  upon  fuch  a  people :  Hof.  ix.  7.  «  The  days  of  ti- 
ik«tiofi)u«  come;  the  days  of  recompenoe  are  come;  \fnt\  Aalt 
fcnow  it.  The  prophet  is  a  fool  \  the  fjpiritual  man  is  msid ;  for  the 
matticude  of  thit>e  iniqxrfty,  and  the  great  haired ." 

And  our  tmn  rcafisn  wSl  give  as  this  condufioat  as  well  as  (crip^ 
turc :  for  whatfoever  brings  fin  to  ki  fbli  maturity,  muft  needs  hafteo 
judgments.  And  irhat  can  hdghtefi  and  accent  the  ins  of  a  people, 
more^han  fueh  a  cruel  hatred  of  good  men,  upon  the  iicone  and  ac- 
count before  given  i  AH  hatred  of  godliners  hath  a  tang  of  detiilfh- 
neft.  It  is  a  defperate  flying  in  the  very  face  of  God,  whofe  image 
liolmeft  is.    Sin  can  &arce  be  graduated  a  :peg  higher. 

Reaibn  telh  the  faufbandman,  it  is  tkne  t»  mow  and  ceap  his  com, 
«rhtn  it  is  fiU  ripe.  And  it  may  con^mce  you,  that  God's  time  of 
rtftping  down  a  hnful  people  is  near,  wIkq  their  fins  are  grovn  to 
fick  full  mat«a<ty  as  this :  <<  Put  ye  in  the  fickle,  for  the  harveft  is 
ripe  ;  come,  get  ye  down,  for  the  prefs  is  iull,  the  &(s  overflow,  for 
their  wickednefs  isgrcat,**  Joel  iii-  13. 

$  5.  The  true  catife  and  rife  of  this  great  and  fixed  hatred  arooogft 
yvoSoflbd  Chriftlons,  (whatever  may  be  pretentkd  to  falve  reputation) 
it  the  contrariety  and  repugnancy  of  the  natures  and  pntuiples  by 
which  the  godly  and  ungodly  are  governed.  There  b  an  enmity  h^ 
ttyiNt  the  two  feeds,  Xia^n  iii.  25.  And  this  enmity  rmis  down  In  a 
Mood,  more  or  left,  in  aH  ages,  astd  places )  Gsi*  iv.  29.  ^  As  then, 
3se  that  was  bSom  after  the  flefli,  per&cuted  kkn  that  was  bom  after 
the  Spirit ;  even  fo  it  is  now.  80  it  was,  and  fo  it  is,  and  fe  it  will  be, 
till  cooverfion  changctb  the  heart  and  principle.  This  enmity  cannot 
die,  wkild  Satan  lives,  and  rules  in  the  hearts  of  children  of  dif- 
obedience^'* 

And  the  enmity  is  mutual :  <<  An  imjufl  nian  is  an  abomiaatioQ  to 
the  jtt(V  $  and  he  that  is  upright  in  the  way,  is  an  abomination  to  the 
wicked,'*  Prov.  Kxix.  27.  Only  with  this  difiereoce;  the  gjapd  man 
ha^es,  iiwr  vinanffedvitium  g  not  the  perfon,  but  his  fip.  The  wick- 
ed maa  hates  both  the  perfon  of  the  godly,  and  his  godlineis  too ; 
yea,  the  perfon  for  his  godKnefs  fake. 

This  h2tred  of  the  godly,  fecretly  and  habitnilly  lurks  in.  the  nature 
of  a  wicked  man ;  as  rapacioufnefs  doth  ha  a  young  wotf,.  that  never 
■faw  a  hnnb.  It  extends  itielf  univerfally  to  the  whole  kind,  and  readi- 
es xiioitf  whofe  Uvea  are  moft  obligingly  fweet  ^  yea,  diofe  that  are 
•bound  to  them  in  the  ftrifleft  bonds  of  nature :  as  we  may  fee,  in  that 
vnoft  unnatural  mi^ance  of  Cain's  nmrdering  bis  own  brother  Abei. 
It  difcovers  itfelf,  in  feekmg  the  de{tru£tionof  them  they  hate  upon  a 
-^igi^us  account,  and  in  rejoicing  at  any  evil  that  befak  tbeou^  No- 
rtUag  is  oKHK  grateful  to  them,  than  any  occafion  to  difgrace^  and  ex- 
pofe  them  with  contempt  to  the  \(orld. 
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{  6.  But  though  the  ftriftnefi  and  holincfi  of  good  mei!,caufeig  the 
cofifcieDces  of  wicked  men  privately  to  condemn,  and  inwarJ.ly  to 
gaul  aft  J  grate  them  for  their  Iqofenefs  and  profaneiiefs,  be  the  true 
and  real  ground  and  caufe  of  the  grudge  and  hatred  ;,  yet  tli^y  think 
it  fit,  fof  reptttation-fake,  that  this  be  wholly  fnpprefltid  and  fitenced, 
and  fomcthing  etfc  pretended  for  the  canfe  and  reaJbn  of  it,  dfc  it 
would  look  too  like  the  devil-  himfeif.  And  therefore,  amongft  ottief 
pliufiMe  pretdnfions,  for  their  malignity  to  thofe  thnt  are  better  than, 
themfelv^s,  tbefe  three  are  principally  infifted  on^  and  pleaded. 

1.  That  It  is  not  their  piety,  but  their  hypocrify,  which  th«y  hate:- 
not  betaufe  they  have  indeed  more  piety  than  others,  but  btcaufe  they 
make  more  vainfliew  and  oftentation  of  it  than  themfelves  da;  who,' 
ietting  afidfc  their  ridiculous  grimaces,  and  afifeftcd  fantaftic  words'* 
and  a£tions»  2u*e  every  whit  as  good  as  themfelyes. 

2.  AecauFe,  under  a  pretence  of  greater  ftriftnefs  in  religion,  tbcy 
do  but  hatch  and  carry  on  ^  {edition  and  rebellion  ;  andt  that  the' 
world  wilt  never  be  'quiet,  whiiA  fuch  vipers  are  fuflfcred-in  the  bowelsr 
of  it. 

3.  That  both  the  fonnsr  have  been  mlde  fuffictcntly'  evident  an^ 
apparent,  Jn  feveral  former  and  more,  recent  inftances,  of  the  hypor 
cri(y  and  feditious  defigns  of  as  high  pretenders  to  rengion  and  refor-* 
matioB,  as  thofe  are,  whom  they  truly  hate,  zai  would  not  foSer  theo^ 
to  live,  if  thcfir  power  were -anftrerable  to  their  hatred. 

A9  to  this  firft  plea,  viz.  their  hypocrify;  it  wrll  quickly  be  fctmdto 
be  too  thin  ahd  weak  to  endure  the  tclt  of  your  own  reafoD  and  con- 
fciences.  For  how  will  you  anfwer  them,  when*  thfey  (hall  thus  argue 
and expoftultte  the  matter^ with  you? 

«  You  that  thus  ccnfure,  and  thofe  that  arc  ccnfur«d  for  hypocriljf 
by  you^  do  both  profcfs  one  and  the  fame  religion.  Your  profcnc  Kvrt 
are  notorioufly  contrary  to  all  the  principles  of  this  religion.  Tfou 
fwear,  drink,  whore,  revile,  and  pcrfecute  the  others,  only  becanfe 
you  fancy  their  tones,  gcftures,  &c.  to  be  fomc  way  or  other  indecent. 
You  cannot  deny,  but  they  Hve  fobcrly  and  ggdly :  they  attend  upon 
all  the  duties  of  religjion  ftrkHlly  and  conicientioully.  Yoin-.maKce  a- 
gainft  them  cm  fiftd  nothing.  tt>  carp  at,  but  fome  little  trifles,  with 
which  the  efience  of  religion  is  not  concerned.  Did  they  rpn  into 
the  fame  excefi  of  riot  with  you,  greater  matters  than  thefc  wouldbe 
overlooked,  yea,  and  applauded  too.* 

Now  let  reafon  and  confcierice  fay.  Who  is  mqft  likely  to  be  the 
Jhypocrite;  the  man  that  calls  himfdf  a  Chriflian,  and  under  that  pro^ 

,  feihon  wa^bws  in  all  profaBetieis,j)ot  once  cenfiiring  himfelf  for  it;  gr 
he  that  K\«s  foberly  and  godly,  againft  whom  malice  irfelf  can  prodtice 

I  nothing  but  fuch  inconfiderablc  trifles  as  thefc?  Is  not  this  the  very 
cafe,  which  Chrift  hath  determined  to  our  hand^,  and*  maditf  Aicti 

)  cenfurers,  the  hypocrites  ?  Matth.  vii.  3.    <«  And  why  bcholdeft'thott 
the  mote  that  is  m  thy  brother*s  eye,  but  confidereft  not  the.  beam 

;  that  is  in  thine  own  .eye  ?^    It  was -but  one  blemrllii  and  t&ac  a  very 
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fmall  one  toO|  but  a  mote;  however  this  you  can  quickly  fp7t  and  as 
raflily  cenfurc.  But  mean  while  there  is  abeam)  an  horrid  flagitious 
vickednefs  in  yourielvcs  j  but  it  is  too  near  your  own  eyes,  to  be  diC* 
cerncd  by  you.     Which  ofthcfetwo  (think  you)  is  the  hypocrite  i 

2.  But  what  if  this  mote, that  you  difcem,  be  but  a  fancy>  a  mere 
imagination  of  your  own;  how  will  that  aggravate  your  fin,  and  evince 
both  your  malice  and  hypocrify  together?  Tou  fay,  their  tones  and 
geftures  in  religious  dutirs,  are  ridiculous^  and  fcenicaL  This  you  take 
up  lightly  againd  fome  few  of  them,  and  as  unjul^ly  apply  unto  the 
afperfing  of  the  whole  party ;  which  your  own  reafon  mu(V,  and  will 
immediately  condemn.  For  there  are  multitudes  of  that  party,  whoie 
countenances,  tones  and  gei^ures,  are  as  decorous,  grave,  and  becoming 
the  prefence  of  that  God  with  whom  they  have  to  do>  as  any  men  in . 
the  world. 

4.  And  as  for  thofe  few  whom  you  thus  blemlih  for  their  indecent 
tones  and  geflures  ;  what  if  thoie  tones  you  fpeak  of,  amount  to  no 
more  but  natural  defe^,  and  unavoidable  inBrmitics,'  which  they 
would,  but  cannot  help  r  Do  they  for  this,  and  no  worle  than  this, 
deferve  to  be  cenfured,  and  condemned  for  hypocrites?  Or,  what  if 
they  be  infcnfible  anions,  occafioned  by  the  greater  intention  of  their 
(pirits  in  the  (ervicc  of  God  ?  May  not  thcle  very  things,  which  you 
pofanely  flout,  cenfure,  and  feoff  at,  either  not  at  all  be  noted  as 
Dlemiihes  to  their  devotion  by  the  eye  of  God,  or  noted  with  appro- 
bation and  delight,  as  the  effe£h  of  fpiritual  fervency  in  bis  fervice  i 
Certainly,  gentlemen,  you  are  no  good  markfmen,  ^hat  neither  draw 
the  right  arrow,  nor  levei  at  the  true  mark. 

4.  And  were  not  this  a  vain  and  empty  pretence,  to  cover  your  own 
malice  againft  goJlinefs }  how  comes  it  to  pafs,  that  more  fcenical 
babits,  words,  and  gedures,  fhould  pafs  as  ornaments  in  others,  whom 
you  aflfefl  ?  Whether  this  be  not  partiality  unworthy  cf  a  man,  let 
reafon  and  conlcience  freely  judge. 

In  a  word ;  What  commiflion  or  authorhy  can  you  produce,  thus 
to  afcend  the  throne  of  God,  and  draw  your  bitterefl  cenfures  through 
the  very  hearts  of  God's. people,  for  fuch  pitiful  triflqs  as  thefe  5  firft 
condemning  them  as  hypocrites,  which  is  a  mo  !^  unwarrantable  pre- 
fumption ;  and  then  perfecute  them  as  far  as  you  can,  for  their  pre* 
fumed  hypocrify  ?  Have  a  care  what  you  do ;  be  not  mockers,  kil 
your  bands  be  made  Arong.  1  his  b  a  (in  which  haftens  nationad  de» 
folation  ;  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  16,  17.  «  They  mocked  the  meflengcrs 
of  God,  and  defpifed  his  word,  and  mifufed  his  prophets ;  until  the 
wrath  cf  the  Lord  arofe  againfl  his  people,  till  there  was  no  remedy. 
Therefore  he  brought  upun  them  the  king  cf  the  Chaldees^  who  flew 
their  young  men  with  the  Iword,"  &c. 

P/<a  2.  Toufay^  It  is  not  god  line  fs  you  hate,  and  would  perfecute; 

but  they  arc  a  fort  of  pcrfons,  who  un Jcr  a  pretence  of  zeal  for  re* 

ligion  and  reformation,  defign  nothing  elfc  but  fcdition  and  rebellion, 

'that  the  nation  will  never  be  ^uiet^  whilA  fuch  viperi  are  foffored  to 
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live  in  it :  And  to  fortify  this  plea*  you  add.  that  both  their  hjpocrify 
and  fedition  have  been  made  fufficiently  evident  to  the  world  in  many 
inftances. 

Zeal  for  the  laws,  and  fecurity  of  the  government,,  if  rightly  tem- 
pered and  qualified,  is  highly  conr^mcndable  5  and  wherever  iSnccrity 
animates,  and  prudence  governs  It,  it  ought  by  no  means  to  be  di& 
couraged.  But  there  are  too  many  grounds  and  caufes  of  rufpicion, 
that  boththefe  will  be  found  wholly  wanting,  or  extremely  defeftive, 
in  many  high  pretenders  to  it,  when  it  comes  to  be  fifted  to  its  bot- 
tom principles,  and  weighed  in  the  jvtd  balance  of  found  reafon. 

For  if  you  be  inflamed  with  a  pure  zeal  for  the  laws  and  govern-' 
ment  you  live  under ;  then  you  will  'find  yourfelves  obliged,  for  your 
own  vindication,  to  fatisfy  the  juft  expcftation  of  your  own,  and  other 
men's  reafons  and  confciences,  in  the  following  particulars: 

JS^^atkn  I.  Firfly  Reafon. and  confcience,  in  yourfelves  and  o« 
tbers,  win  expeft  it  from  you,  that  you,  of  all  men  Kving,  fhould  be 
moft  precifely  and  pau^ually  obedient  to  all  thofe  juft  and  good  laws 
yoo  Kvc  under ;  Cnoc  your  zeal  burns  fo  hot  againil'  thofe  that  com- 
ply not  punAualiy  with  them.  For  thofe  that  make  fo  much  con- 
fcience, as  you  feem  to  do,  of  other  men's  offences  againft  the  laws, 
rouft  be  prefumed  (if  yourprofcilion  be  finc^re)  to  make  at  lead  as 
much  confcience  of  breaking  any  of  them  in  your  own  perfons;  clfe 
neither  reafon  nor  confcience  will  ever  admit  this  plea  of  yours  for 
found  and  gool. 

Now  the  laws  fometimes  appoint  punilbments  for  nonconformity  to 
the  rites  and  ceremonies,  affixed  to  the  public  national  worfhip ;  and 
fo  they  do  always  for  conviiled  fwearing,  drunkennefs,  and  adultery. 
All  thefe  laws  have  the  very  fame  fanftion,  by  the  authority  we  live 
under.  They  forbid,  and  punifli,  the  one  as  well  as  the  other.  And 
if  there  be  any  difference,  it  lies  in  this,  that  thefe  latter  are  exprifly 
forbidden  and  threatned  by  God,  antecedently  to  the  magiftrateVprb* 
hiintion  of  them,  which  hath  no  fm'all  weight  in  the  matter  under  con*" 
fijeratibn. 

Now,  if  any  man  (ball  pretend  zeal  and  confcience,  againft  diflent 
in  judgment  or  practice,  from  the  church)  but  makes  no  confcience  at 
all  to  ^urfe  and  fwear,  be  drunk  or  unclean  ;  he  will  find  it  a  difficult 
talk  to  perfuade  his,  or  other  men's  reafons  or  confciepce,  that  thi^ 
his  zeal  for  the  laws  and  government  is  fincere  and  pure.  For  were 
it  fo,  it  could  never  allow  him  to  live  in  the  notorious  violation  of  the 
laws  himfelf,  which  he  is  fo  fierce  and  bitter  agsunft  others  for. 

ExpeSiation  2.  Secondly^  If  your  zeal  be  fincere,  it  will  contain  itfelf 
within  the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  offence,  and  not  lay  hold  upon  the 
innocent,  as  well  as  upon  the  guilty ;  and  make  you  hate  and  perfe- 
cute  them  that  were  never  turbulent  and  feditious,  equally  with  the 
greateft  icriminals.  If  you  will  hug  this  principle  as  things  fland  now, 
reafon  will  tell  you,  it  is  as  juft  at  all  other  times,  as  it  is  at  this. 

Would  you  not  think  it  an  unreafonable  and  moft  injurious  thin|{. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1 2^  SBi  -Ret^ahleftffi  ff  Perjhnil  Refoemation* 

tp  bc^lp^kfid  wr  of 'yQ^^  fliopfii  op  |>otiife^,,  aod  hurried  ^2Sf  to  tb^ 
gaalf  ,  ^?cs^(e  two.  orttiFee  diColate  feUows  ia.  the  city  or  tova  whore 
you  live,  have  been  riotous  or  feditious,  though  you  poflibly  kaov  not 
the  qfipH  tiof  cs|n  b^  foi  o^^h  ^s  juftly  Aii|>eAed  of  any  confederacy 
wkh  4h|im  ?  Tfo^  %^  ioc  the  l^s  apd  government*  is  content  to 
-  ^t,9tul  fuipend  ^s  r^y^i^gey  till  9  fair  c^vlf^iofi  i^ave.  pai]|«d  upon 
th^  guilty,  ^nd  vhen  it  falls  upoa,  tXyem*  it-is  careful  that.lt  toucii 
Dpfitf  b^S4«<  (b«Bi :  bqt  fufitns  a  mm  to  re|:^|i>  in  the  very  height  of 
ij|4u9  loy^  c^  h^wwr  fcr  ^1  .th.at  are  inoocent. 

If  Clwifti^p^  be  firft  <i9noini|iate4  by  gcftera^l  titles  aad  terms  of 
di(^i^H>|ii  9^hi^h  they  cannot  help,  ^d  then  the  crioiiea  of  any  par- 
tipil^ic  pfrfoD,  thftt  the  world  pleafes  to  dencnnin^e  as  one  of  the  iaice 
3S^pty,  p^'he  charged  and  imputed  to  the  whde }  what  mnft  the 
coniquence  Qf  this  be>  but  that  thewb^kcotumunity  become  oIhicxx- 
ijHi^  to  punifl^zn/sfit,  ^nd  th$  very  govecfixnont  itlelf  thereopon  b«  dli- 

]^Pf  I  take  it  t&  be  pa^;  defiial  or  doubt,  tha^  £)me  of  o^ch.  denomaia- 
tipx>^a;Vj9  bp^,  ar«>  or  may  he  guilty  o£  fedifioos  practices*  Some 
hjirppcptef  wiH  luj*k  ^raoog  thoft  vaft  bodies  of  people^nnder  the  m^ft 
iU'iflfaiK)  watchful  government  \  but  God  forbid  ^\eir  guik  fhoiud 
9^e(^  the  ^hfii&  body,  t^der  whofe  pamcs  they  flielter  ibcmf elves. 
Qody  Vt^Soih  ?pdccnrQiezKe>  do  all  comoiand  thebotttft  seal,  t#  make 
Us  pi^  an4  jvft*<^^i9(^09  heire^  Let  th^  guiltjc;  be  hcoi^ht  to  am^ 
dign  puniflunenti  upon  fair  trial  and  convidlion.  This  difbewrfe  dc* 
$g9$  2H)iav4^ur-fp>  ftch.  3ut  let  not  thoie  who  aVbor  their  wicked* 
De(^,  ^od  ^re  as^puve  frofU  their  crvmes  ^s^yQurfelveSy  fiifiier  with  them^ 
or  f^rtha^:  For  tb^  your  veafon  will  l;AU..you>  youcfehfes.  are  as  E« 
ah^e- 1^  ft^^Sniags  2»'  tbsy ;  and  thut  your  real  is  not  kindled  by  love  to 
jufliceihu*"  U>e  hatred  of  a  party. 

It-is  pot  in  ibe  body  politie»  as  in  the. body  natural:  liilvt  hand 
f^,,  th«  leet  ai^e  jufiiy  laid  io  iroosi  and  the  neck  put  mto  an  hahcr; 
iM^^ii^fi^  aU  themeaihers  <yf  th^body  natural  aire  aQJm^ted,  and  goaef  n« 
ed  but  by  one  foul.  But  in  the  body  politic,  every  individual  hath  a 
'^ifiutfft  foul  of  his  ^Wi)  I  -aiid  tjierdbi-e- that  member  only  that  offends 
f^ght  X^  i?i?  pmiijhoi^  v^<^  all  the  reft  tft  ci^py  their  fuU  liberty  and 
hwcrur  as  l^^ore.  A^^  therefor-c  ior  e^er  vtith  this  church  and  ftate 
<W^r€gfi^g4yR^chdo^lue!» 

,  ]ifiip^iuj7%  3,.  ^/^f^d/yy  If  there  be  3  ck^-ge.made  upon  the  hws, 
^^fi  th^  ibali  a(  Wf  tia>^  tokr^te  and'prott&  that  povty  and  pafiice 
which  09C&  they  nr>^^  ^m^iiial  \  tiien.  your  reafony  and  every  mao'i 
^S^i,  \rii\  c^pe^t  fiTPip  f'Ou  (if  yQur.zeal  tos  the  laws  and  govemnient 
b^  i\tu;ere  and  unfeignfe^}  that  your  coitftlenaQce  and  carria^  to  chat 
people  be  changed  and  altered,  acffor^isg  to  the  difibrent  afpcd  cf 
tha  lair$  andgovcrcox^Dt  upo^  them:  That  ycur  onyy  and  hatred 
oi^k  with  the  ciTcDce')  and  that  you  be  as  ready  to  aiEft  and  encou* 
rage  then),  whoa  they  a<ft  aecordiiig  to  law,,  as  you  formerly  were  to 
irflift  and  prcftcuie  tie*  fpr  afling  contrary  to  law :  Elfe,  pretend 
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what  yen  win,  it  m  plain  enoiigh»  that  it  was  not  zeal  for  the  W^s  ind 
government)  bot  fomewhat  elfe,  (whick  cwtij  body  muf  gocfs  at)  thAt 
inflamed  your  i^e  s^ainfl  thcin» 

For  wfabcnfeever  the  vtirdom  of  the  goveri&intnt  fiodslMiectf&iy^ 
by  toleration^  to  take  away  the  crime  and  offence,  it  muft  netefiaii^ 
talce  away  this  vety  plea  for  hatx^ed  smd  perfecutton  with  it  i  OthtF4 
wife  it  wouVd  be  all  one»  to  zA  £or  lawy.and  againftlavr ;  td  {Mttidi 
them  that  are  offenders,  aiad  ihem-  that  offend  iia.niovtt  tba»  yoor* 
felves  i  to  turn  the  edge  of  your  rage  tbvA  fiiry,  agakift  tho&  that  un- 
dermine the  government,  and  thoie  that  are  as  zeakMis  a»  ytatfelvcsi 
to  fupporc  and  defend  it,  by  thatr  perfooa  and  purfes. 

Exp€€iatioH  4.  Fourthly^  YotirxeafQii  w31  juftly  expe£l  itfnnn  ^oOy 
that  when,  or  wherefoever  you  (hall  fee.  eminent  piety  meeti^'witll 
pundtual  conformity  in  one  man^  that  man  (hall  be  your  very  dwliiig  } 
and  that  both  thefe  qualifications  fhould  recommeikl  him.tir  youf 
deareft  affefbop»  the  more  ftridly  godly  he  ii»  the  mors  coniorttuible 
he  is  to  the  laws  of  God  ^  a$  well  as  by  bispunfhsal  compliance  witb 
enjoined  niles  and  rites  of  worfliip,  to  the  laws  of  men*  If  he.  be  a 
man  of  catholic  charity  to  all  of  every  perfuafion,  whoft»  he  judges  to 
iii^it  God,  and  be  truly  confctentious  \  if  he  boldly  and  impartially 
reproves  (iBf  wherever  he  finds  ity  though  it  be  in  his  own  patron^ 
or  nxep  of  his  jowa  profeiBion ;  you  will  ftiil  love. him  the  more  for 
that.  For  iffincerity  and  conformity  (as  you  pretend)  be  the  terf 
things  which  you  mai^Tueh  a  noiie  and  bdiile  for  in  the  world,  here 
you  have  them  both  in  c6njunAion.  This  is  the  man  yoa  feem  to 
(Vek  (by  thefe  pleas  of  yours)  for  a  pattern  and  ftwidard  to  reduce 
other  men  to. 

And  is  it  really  fo,  geRilemen^  with  you }  Do  you  hearciiy  affeift 
and  pr)2e  a  ftriA  and  ferioiU  conformift,  that  fears  not  to  expofe  the 
odious  ihamefulneis  and  wickednefs  of  profafie  fwearingy  corfiog, 
drunkennefs  and  uncleannefi,  without  refped  of  peribtts,  both  io  his 
pulpk  and  private  conv&ries  ?  Do  you  love  him  the  better,  for  hiB 
plain  dealing  with  your  confciences^  in  detecting  the  grand  cheat  of 
formality  in  religion  ;  for  his  clofe  cutting  convi^iona  of  the  infufi^ 
ciency  of  mere  civility  to  your  faWation,  and  the  utKUfpenfible  itecefH- 
ty  of  regeneration  ?  Do  you  heattily  love  and  hoAout  him,  for  thoo- 
dering  you  out  of  ale^houiirs  and  taverns,  unto  ydur  famiiy  and  ckrfet* 
duties  i  <<  For  telling  yon  plainly^  your  love  muft  not  be  confined 
to  your  own  party,  but  extended  to  all  &at  fear  God,  ho\9ever  they 
be  externally  diftinguiffaed  among  men  ?  Nay,  for  convincing  you 
I^iniy,  that  religion  lies  not  in  external  modes  and  rites^  kt  {landing 
kneeling^  or  refponfes  ?  That  the  name  and  cry  of  tiie  cteo?ch>.  the 
church,  will  as  httle  avail  fo  your  falvation,  as  the  cry  of  the  feperft^ 
tious  and  profane  Jews,  The  temple  of  the  Lord,  the*  tcmpie  of  the 
Lord  are  thefe?  That  true  religion  is  an  inward,  ferioi]is,Tpiritual 
thing,  confining  in  an  evidencing  itfelf  by  the  mortificatloHr  of  your 
fins^  and  real  dtevotedneg  of  yoar  hearts  «a  the  Loiid  V* 
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If  ftich  a  man  as  this  wiil  pleafe,  and  delight  yonr  vfry  hearts  \ 
then  my  re^fon  is  bound  to  conclade,  there  may  be  reality  in  what 
you  pretend.  But  if  you  (hall  hate  and  loath  fuch  a  man  as  this 
equally  with  a  profefied  difienter ;  you  mud  escufe  me^  and  all  the 
rational  world  with  me,  if  we  fliall  conclude,  that  it  is  not  true  zeal 
for  the  laws,  for  the  church,  or  for  the  finccrity  and  peaceable  lives  of 
its  profeflbrs ;  but  an  inward  rooted ^nmity  at  religion  itfelf,  that  iets 
you  on  work,  under  the  feigned  pretences  of  other  things. 

ExpeQatwn  5.  Fifthly^  T^ur  reafon  will  expeA,  and  exaA  k  from 
you,  that  whenfoever  you  (hall  be  convinced,  that  all  tbefe  flirs 
and  budles  that  have  been  in  the  wdk-ld,  all  this  fining,  impnfbning, 
and  impoverilhing  your  Proteftant  brethren  and  neighbours  for 
their  confcience  fake,  hath  done  the  church  no  good,  but  given  a 
great  and  real  advatitage  to  our  common  enemyi  to  ruin  us  together  ; 
that  we  may  diftinguilh  ourfelves  how  we  pleafe  in  our  lolly, 
but  :they  will  never  diftinguilh  us  in  their  fury ;  for  we  are  all  known 
to  them,  by  one  common  name  of  heretics. 

In  this  cafe,  your  reafon/CxaAs  it  from  yoti,  and  fo  doth  the  com- 
mon reafon  of  mankind,  that  a  fenfe  of  common  intereii:,  and  com- 
mon danger,  now  quiet  thoie  feuds,  and  extinguifli  thofe  fires,  which 
our  own  lu(\s  firft  kindled,  and  the  devil  and  our  coinmon  enemies 
have  incenfed,  to  the  great  damage  and  hazard  0^  the  whole  ProteA 
tant  caufe. 

Such  a  feafonable  and  becoming  fenfe  as  this,  were  in  itftlf  Aiffi- 
cient  to  cool  a  wife  man's  heats,  if  penal  laws  were  left  (landing  in 
their  fiiU  &>rce  and  vigour :  But  when  the  wifdom  and  reafon  of  the 
(late  (hail  plainly  difcern  both  the  ufefulnefs  and  nece(Hty  of  liberty^ 
-and  thereupon  take  away  (as  they  have  now  mod  prudently  and  fea- 
ibcably  done)  the  further  occaiions  of  mifchiefs  to  the  whole,  by  re- 
laxing thp  yoke  that  bound  fome  (and  thofe  a  very  great  body  of  trulj 
loyal  and  ufeful  (ubjedb)  leaving  the  refi:  in  the  quiet  pofiTeflion  of 
their  own  liberties  and  properties  :  what  (hall  we  call  that  fire,  which 
(lill  continues  burning  and  increafing,  not  only  after,  but  by  all  thb« 
but  an  unquenchable  hell-fire. 

If  chimerasi  and  felf-<reated  jealoufies,  are  indulged,  that  fome  car- 
nal interefts  of  ours  are  not  fo  well  fecured  to  us  under  liberty,  as  they 
were  under  pcrfecution  and  tyranny  j  this  will  be  the  right  way  to 
perpetuate  diilentions  and  perfecuticns  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  I  hope  I  may  fay,  without  being  vain  or 
opinionative,  our  reafon  hath  fairly  difarmed  you  of  thefe  pleas  and 
excufes,  by  which  ycu  have  hitherto  defended  yourfelvcs  in  your  moft 
(inful  pra^ices  of  profane  curfing  and  fwearing,  drunkennefs^unclean- 
ncls,  and  bitter  enmity  againll  your  Proteftant  brethren,  for  things 
that  touch  not  the  effence  of  Chriftianity. 

And  belitve  it,  firs,  it  is  truly  genteel  and  glorious,  to  fufiFer 
yourfelves  to  be  fubdued  and  conquered  by^the  plain  convi^ioDS  of 
your  own  reafon  and  conkience.    It  is  ten  tbcuiacd  times  mcarc  ho- 
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liourable  and  glorious  to  lay  down  four  arms  at  the  feet  of  thefe^  than  Uf 
lay  down  both  reafon  and  confcicDce  at  the  feet  of  Satan  and  your  luftsj 
and  contixxie  fighting  obftinately  againtl  God>  your  own  fouls>  bodies^ 
cftatcs,  reputations  \  yea,  your  very  reafoos  and  coniciences,  your 
innocent  brethren^  and  the  peace  cff  church  and  ftate,  under  Satan's 
banner. 

In  all  this  difcourfe)  I  have  not  defigned  to  exafperate,  but  ^Bmgt 
and  reftrain  your  lulls  and  paflipns,  by  laying  the  loving  and  gentle 
hands  of  your  own  reafons  and  confciences  upon  them.  1  haire  not 
given  the  lead  injurious  touch  to  your  honour»  but  all  along  pleaded 
for  the  recovery,  or  fecurity  of  it.  I  have  ezitofed  no  man  by  anf 
particular  mark,  or  indignation.  . 

But  now  I  have  done  with  you  ;  if  your  own  confcicnces  ihall  be- 
gin ton!iak€  a  rounds  and  mc^re  particular  application  of  thefe  genera 
al  reafonings  and  arguments,  and  fay  to  you,  as  Nathan  to  Davids 
thou  art  the  m?n ;  I  am  not  accountable  to  God  for  that.  But  be 
confident  of  it,  you  are  accountabls  to  God^for  all  thofe  plain  cqw^ 
virions,  arid  faithful  endeavours  ufed  with  you,  and  tried  upon  you^ 
to  fave  you  frOm  sdl  thofe  miferies  your  head^ftrong  luftsf  with  fuiious 
precipitation,  are  roanifeftly  running  you  into. 

If  you  can  fubftantially  and  folidly  repel  thofe  arguments  againft/ 
and  vindicate  thpfe  pleas  for  fin,  which  reafon  and  confcience  l^ve 
urged  acid  enured  above }  and  can  produce  Wronger  and  clearer  ar« 
guments,  to  defend  and  juAify  the  courfes  here  cenfured  and  coiw. 
demned ;  or  if  you  ca:\  obtain  a  writ  of  errof ,  to' remote  tbeie  caufes 
to  another  lawful  court  of  judicature,  where  you  flznil  obtain  a  mol^ 
&vo0rab|e  verditSl,  yoor  complaint  of  levere  dealing  with  you  here^ 
will  not  want  fome  ground  or  colour ;  but  if  you  cannot,  (as  you  knoir- 
you  cannot)  then  never  blame  your  own  reafoils  nor  minet  for  deal- 
ing rigproufly  or  injuriodfly  with  youv 

I  afQ  willing  to  hope,  and  perfuade  m^felf,  (hat  I  ihall  at  leaft  ob- 
tain a  refcMfmation  of  life  from  many  of  you.  I  have  flrove  hard  for 
it  with  you  here.  I  will  flrive  harder  with  God  i9  prayer^  to  obtain  it 
for  you.  But  yet,  gentlemen,  I  mtift  tell  you  in  the  clofe,  that  tho'^ 
an  external  reformation  of  thefe  evil  courfes  may  make  your  liver 
snore  healthy,  happy,  and  durable  in  this  world,  and  will  greatly 
conduce  to  the  public  as  well  as  youF  perfonal  and  private  intereft  $ 
yet  if  yon  expert  complete  snd  perfect  haj^ipefs  in  the  world  to  come^ 
you  mufl  advance  one  ilep  further  beyond  refomi^ion,  unto  found 
converfion.  The  firft  makes  you  comparatively  happy  here ;  bat  thif 
fecond  will  make  you  perfc£lly  happy  and  bleiTed  for  ever  hereafter«r 
The  firft  frees  you  from  many  temporal  zniferies  upon  earth  y  but  the 
fecond,  from  eternal  mileties  in  hell.  And  this  brings  you  to  the 
other  blefled  flep,  by  converfion ;  which  is  the  fecond  fwtU 
"Vol.  VI.  3  X 
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i'bssiBiLift,  iJECEssfrt,  And  ttthXM&t 

CONVERSION  TO  GOD  ; 

Tb«  onVf  tlAhg  titat  makei  mefQ  mAf  bdppf>  aiKl  perftdiy  Ucfloi, 
ih  th^  kbHd  cb  cx)txk. 

J^  ^ofaiienefs,  hi  the  fdrttDer  ^t  elf  this  dilTeourfe,  k^  grace  ttf- 
,  Tites  them  to  ttit  life  df  bolldefi»  ^d  thereby  to  the  life  of  bleffi^ 
Bcfs»  in  this  feccmd  part. 

Thmybb  fte  f^hatlt  h  rd  ll^^  like  bMfts  (  iier<  ydu  way  fee  %1itt 
ills  to  live  Iflre  ChHft!«)». 

,  My  charity  coinmatids  me  to  fu|)pofe»  tifiit  SMc  iread«rs  ftkad,  by 
•  tbb  tftne)  eonviAed  m  their  owft  cf^nfcien^ei)  bath  of  the  ekf^feme 
wkkednefr,  and  the  immediite  danger  of  that  ptctuk  couife  ikey 
have  hitherto  purfued,  and  pefiifted  fn  ;  ihd  that  by  this  (iffie  tltey 
fc^^  to  iiireiTo([ate  them  in  the  apoftle's  cfofe  Md  tfbttiftg  kk^joage, 
RoiA.  vl  ^X.  «  What  frtiit  had  ye  thett  hi  thoJfe  things,  iprlj^redf  ye 
tBtc  now  afhamed  ?  For  the  end  of  thelTe  thihgis  h  desifh.'^  'It  is  hud 
to  {(ti^gltke,  that  To  ttiarry  ddfe  debates  and  r^afbnlogs,  as  yott  kave 
lieard  in  the  former  part,  ikonld  not  leave  ftiany  df  ydti  ii^er  con* 
vjiftion  and  trouble  of  fpirit.  Tou  fee,  your  own  rt^fom  and  con* 
friences  have  condemned  ybtf ;  ^  And  if  o\ir  heart  cMdeodn  ns,  (fiutH 
the  apoftle)  God  is  greater  than  bur  heai t,  ah<)  khoWeth  all  things  v* 
i  John  iii.  20.  It  is  folly  to  itna^itie^  you  Ihall  be  acijnltted  at  God's 
immediate  bar»  irho  are  Mi^eady  cift  arid  condemneii  at  yonr  o#n 
privy  feffions. 

If  this  be  the  haj^y  effeA,  iis  I  hoi>e  it  &,  of  all  the  fcvbier  doie 
tfbd  foleoAi  debates  «kithydtir  confcientes.  It  will  fla[ta#ally  ahd  faiime^ 
^lately  caft  thy  Tout)  reader,  into  ^reat  admiratibn  ofg  and  aa6ftilh« 
inent  at,  the  patience  and  )ong*fuffering  of  God,  that  batli  Ikifne 
with  thee,  under  a  life  of  prodigious  and  reiterated  provocations  until 
this  day.     And  his  goodneis  will  be  as  admirable  to  thee^  as  his  pa- 
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tlence ;  in  that  he  hath  not  qnl7  fuSered  thee  to  live  tiU  this  day,  but 
niade  it  the  day  of  thj  conviAion,  the  fir'ft  neceflSiiy  ftep  totvardf 
thy  convcrfion;  and  thtyery  firft  things  he  entertains  thy  ^convinced 
and  troubled  foul  with,  to  be  the  pdffibUity  and  probability  of  tbjf 
converiion  to  God. 

The  greatoeis  of  his  patience  (he^s  his  almighty  power,  Rom.  ix« 
22.  Nahumi^  3*  but  his  willingnefs'to  pais  Sy  at!  tlie  wrongs  you  have 
dope  hi.m,  and  to  be  at  peace  witii  yoit,  diftoyers  the  immenfe  richer 
of  his  grace^  Tit.  iii.  3,  4. 

That  God  fiiould  be  €6  quick  in  the  executions  of  his  wrath  upon 
your  companions  in  fin,  and  Co  patient  and  long'-fufitring  towards  ybu^ 
that  have  out-finned  them  all  i  is  fuchi  a  comparative  confideratioll 
of  his  bounty,  as  (faould  even  overwhelm  the  man  that  behol Js  itl 
Rom.  ix,  2i'  '*  Behold  the  gopdncis  and  fe verity  of  God  !  on  them 
that  fell,  ieverity  j  but  towards  thee,  gopdncfs.'^ 

If  thou  be  that  very  man,  who  in  the  paO  courfe  of  thy  life  haft 
been  a  profile  fwearer,  a  bcaftly  drunkai'd,  a  lafi:ivious  perfdn,  an 
hater  and  persecutor  of  good  men ;  and  after  all  this,  the  Lord  hath 
brought  an  o^Tcr  of  mericy  to  thy  foul,  and  (hall  convince  thee  it  is 
not  come  too  late,  but  that  the  d&or  of  hope  ftandsyet  open  to  thee; 
my  advice  to  thee  is,  that  thou  caft  thyfett  down  at  the  feet  c^  mer^ 
cy,  and  after  this  manner  pour  forth  thy  laments  and  defires  before 
the  Lord. 

f^  And  is  there  yet  a  poflibllity  of  mercy,  O  Lord  God,  for  fuch 
a  vile  wretch  as  t  hayc  been  T  can  the  arms  of  free  grace  yet  OTeh 
themfelyes  to  embnce  fuch  a  monfter  of  wickednefs  ^  T  am  ?  w^ 
then  ha  God  like  unto  thee  f  Anid  w|>^t  patience,  mercy,  and  goodnei^ 
b  like  thine  ?  I  have  fitr  exceeded  others' in  fin  ;  I'have  lived  the  life 
of  a  beaft,  yea,  of  a  devil.  I  have  dared  thy  dreadful,  and  gioriotis, 
name,  with  thoufands  of  horrid  blalphemiesi  trampled  all  thy  glo- 
rious attribute3  under  my  feet«  cbaUenged  thee,  to  thy  very  face,  to 
do  thy  worft,  even  to  damn  me  to  the  pit  of  hell :  I  have  yielded  up 
this  foul,  with  all  its  noble  faculties  and  powers,  as  inftrumenis  of  fih 
unto  the  devil }  and  made  this  body,  which  (hould  have  Wn  the  hal- 
lowed temple  of  thy  Spirit,  to  b^  the  noifome  fink  (or  common-few*  , 
er)  for  all  unclean  and  abominabl.e'luAs  to  run  and  fettle  ui.  I  have 
hated,  reviled,  and  perfeci^ted  thofe  that  lived  more  ftridly,  foberly, 
andjgodly,  than  myfelf ;  becaufe  their  convincing  examples  difquiet- 
cd,  checked,  and  convinced  iny  confcience,  in  the  eager  ptiHoit  .of 
my  lufts  and  pleafures.  * 

<<  I  have  lived  In  the  profi^ne  negleft  of  prayer,  meditation,  jTelf-re^ 
fle£tion,  and  all  other  fpiritual  ChriAian  duties ;  thinking  to  make  an 
atonement  for  all,  by  a  few  hypocritical,  external  formalities. 

«  To  accommodate  my  carnal  intereft  in  the  world,  I  h^ye  come 
f«Biyi>afc  om  ftf  an  ale?  hnufei  i^'whore-^faoiafe,  to  the  table  of  the 
Lord  ;  where,  with  unhallowed  hands/  and  a  mbre  ujohallowcd  hearty 
I  have  j^cijp^  again  ^e  l^rdjqf  Rlbiji  ^d  given' Uicvilcft  j^nt 
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tod  defpite  to  tha^t  oiod  (acred  2zid  precidus  bloodf  which  now  muft 
fiivc  me,  or  I  am  loft  for  cVcr.  Thu5.havc  I^dojie.i  .3i\4.  "  becauie 
thou  ke^ft  filcnr,  .1  thong^t^  thee  to  be  aitogethcr  fuch  an  one  as 
inyfclf :  but  this  day_haft  thou  rep^roycd  m?xjM  jfet^PUnc^abemiDa- 
tibns  in  order,  before  ooe.*' 

"  I  have  tempted  and  feduced  many  others  into  the  fame  impieties 
with  m(t,  of  whomj  fome  are  abready  gone  down  to  the  dead,  and  o> 
thers  fo  fixed,  and  fully  engaged  in  the  purfuit  of  their  luftsj  that 
there  appear  no  (igns  of  repentancej  or  recovery  in  them, 

<'  Thy  wrathy  Lord,  foon  brake  forth  agamft  the  angek  that  Cn* 
ned  in  heaven ;  yet  hitherto  haft  thou  fcrborn  and  fpared  me,  who 
)i9VC  been  highly  provoking  thee  ever  iince  I  was  born,  by  a  life  of 
unparalleled  wickednefs  upon  leartb.  Vile  wretch  that  I  am !  I  have 
defpifed  the  W<rA«  of'  thy  gooJne/s,  forbearance^  and  long^fuffering ;  n^t 
hunoing  that  ihegoodnefsofGodieadctb  me  to  repentance.  And  after  all, 
here  I  am  toldj  that  tiiere  is  yet  a  poiSbility  of  pardon,  mercy  and  fal- 
vation  for  ipe.  The  news  is  fo  great  and  fo  good,  that  I  am  zealouf- 
ly  concerned  to  examine  the  grounds  and  evidences  of  it.  And  if  it 
&aU  appear  to  be  as  true,  as  it  \%  aftonifhingly  ftrange,  and  ravlfhingly 
fweet  I  I  hope,  it  fliall  effe£lually  lead  me  to  repentance^  and  diflblvc 
for  ever  the  ftrongeft  ties  betwis^r  me  and  my  luft$." 

j  IL  Conveifton  of  the  vileft  Jinner  pofflbU. 

THAT  it  is  poiGble  for  the  greateft  and  moft  infamous  finner  tQ 
be  recovered  by  repentance  and  converfion,  and  thereupon  to 
^d  mercy  and  forgivenefs  with  God  \  is  a  truth  as  fure  and  firm  as 
it  is  fweet  and  comfortable.  Three  things  will  give  full  cvidecc? 
of  it. 

1.  That  their  fins  do  not  exceed  the  power  and  fufficiency  of  tb; 
caufes  of  remifiion. 

2.  That  fuch  finners  arc  within  the  calls  and  invitations  of  th^ 
gofpel^ 

3.  That  fuch  finners  are  found  among  the  ipftanccs  and  exarapL's 
.of  pardoning  mtrcy,  recorded  in  the  fcriptures. 

And  if  the  caufes  of  pardon  be  fufficiciU,  and  ^ble  to  produce  it  5 
if  the  gofpel  invitations  i^q  take  them  in,  and  fuch  finners  as  thefe, 
every  way  as  vile  and  wicked,  have  not  been  (hut  cut,  but  received 
to  mercy  ^  then  ic  is  beyond  all  doubt  that  there  b  (at  leaft)  a  poCi" 
bility  of  mercy  for  fuch  finners  a*  you  are. 

,  I.  It  is  part  rational  doubt^  thaf  the  caufes  of  rcmiiSion  are  every 
way  fufficieht,  and  able  to  produce  the  forgivenefs  of  fuch  fins  as 
yours  are.     For  confider  with  yourfdves, 

f    I.  The  impulfive  caufe. 
The  power  pf  ^    2.  The  meritorious  caufe, 
^    3'  The  applying  caufe. 
^      ^.  The  fpfficiency  and  ability  of  the  impulfive  caufe  of  pardon, 
*  ^hkh  is  none  other  but  the  free  grace  of  Go  J,  the  immecfc  riches  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Pofflbility  and  Neceffity  cf  Cmverfion.  jf  j  j 

trcafures  whereof,  do  infinitely  excel  the  accompts  nnd  computations 
both  of  angels  and  liicn.  Exod.  xxxiv.  6,  7." "  And  the  Lord  paffed 
by  before  him,  -nd  proclaimed,  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful 
and  gracious,  long-fuffering,  and  dbundant  in  goodneft  and  truth : 
keeping  mercy  for  thoufands,  forgiving  iniquity,  and  tranfgreffion, 
and  fin.**  Mic.  vii.  18,  19.  "  Who  is  a  God  like  imto  thee,  that  par- 
doneth  iniquity,  and  paffeth  by  the  tranfgreffions  of  the  remnant  of 
^is  heritage  ?  H6  retaineth  not  his  anger  for  ever,  becaufe  he  delight* 
cth  in  mercy.  He  will  turn  again,  he  will  have  compaffion  upon  usj 
he  will  fubdue  our  iniquities,  and  thou  wilt  cad  allour  fins  into  the 
depths  of  the  fea."  Once  more,  Rom.  v.  20.  "  Where  fin  abound- 
ed, gi'ace  did  much  more  abound/*  So  that  whatever  thy  fins  have 
been,  they  do  not,  they  cannot  exceed  the  ability  and  power  of  the 
grace  of  God,  the  all-fufficient;  impullive  caufe  of  remifliDn.  That 
infinite  abyfs,  or  fca  of  mercy,  can  fwallow  up,  and  cover  I'uch  moan- 
f  aios  of  guilt,  as  thine  have  been. 

2.  Nor  do  thy  fins  exceed  the  ability  and  power  of  the  meritorious 
caufe  of  reo^'ffion,  namely,  the  blood  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrtfl;  for  that 
blood  is  the  blood  of  God,  Ads  xx.  28.  He  i1  the  Lamb  of  God, 
whofe  blood  is  fiifficicnt  to  take  away  the  fins  of  the  world,  John  i. 
;Z9.  There  is  but  one  fin  in  the  world  exempt  from  remiflion  by  this 
blood,  and  if  thy  heart  be  now  wounded  with  the  fenfe  of  fin,  (as  I 
here  fuppofe  it  to  be)  that  is  none  of  thy  fin,  how  heinous  foever  thy 
i>tber  fins  be. 

3.  Nor  Co  thy  fins  exceed  the  ability  and  power  of  the  applying 
caufe  of  pardon,  namely,  the  Spirit  of  God.  For  though  I  Ihould 
iuppofe  thy  mind  to  be  clouded,  and  overshadowed  with  grofiTeft  ig« 
norance,  thy  heart  to  be  as  hard  as  adament,  or  nether-milfi-one,  thj 
will  ftiff  and  obfiin^te,  thy  afie^ons  enchanted  and  bewitched  with 
the  pleafurcs  of  fin ;  yet  this  Spirit  of  God,  in  a  moment,  can  make  i 
convincing  beam  of  light  to  dart  into  thy  dark  mind,  make. thy  hard 
heart  relent,  thy  fttibborn  will  to  bow,  and  all  tlie  affedions  of  thy 
foul  to  comply,  and  open  obediently  to  Chriit,  John  xvi.  9,  10.  "  The 
Spirit  when  he  cometb,  he  fliall  convince  the  world  of  Vin^'*  &c. 

Thus  you  fee,  whatever  your  guilt  be,  it  does  not  exceed  the  abi- 
Jities  of  the  caufes  of  rcmiffion.     O  what  an  encouragement  is  this  ? 
IL  And  there  is  yet  further  encouragenfisnt  in  tliis,  that  if  you  will 
open  your  bibiesi  you  may  find  yourieives  within  the  calls  and  invita- 
tions of  the  gofpel.     And  no  man  can  fay,  that  man  is  without  hope, 
that  is  withiii  a  gofpeUinvitation.     Confider  Ifa.  Iv.  7,  8.  <<  Let  the 
wicked  forfakc  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts  j  and 
Jet  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  ^  ill  have  mrrcy  upon  him,  and 
to  our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon  j  for  my  thoughts  arc  not 
your  thoughts,"  &c.    Here  you  have  the  nature  oi  con vcr lion  defcn* 
'bed  negatively  and  po(itivs.*iy,  by  forfaking  yjur  ways  ana  thoughts, 
'and  tumirg  to  the  Lord.,  The  way  notes  thcexttfrnal  courfeof  the 
ponvcrfation  \  the  thoughts  decptc  tUc  iaternai  trame  and  temper  of 
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fbe  mxii :  |SP(b  thcfi:  muft  bf  fojfa^cn.  ^nd  turaiM  to  the  Lprd, 
fmft^  tbf  ^(orr  de^icdting  (^f  itl^e  irh(^  my|  p  Cod  i  all  wUch 
tf  pQHIMe,  and  ti^Cj  fqr  the  Sptfk  o(  Go4  tp  dp ;  9tqd  this^)ajD|  once 
fl^Wiffi  abttod^nt  pvdpn  is  ^fiur^.  If  yo|i  f^Jt  you  c^not  thmk  it  i  * 
Qp^  tcUf  7oq«  in  the  y^ry  ne^t  vord^*  tl^at  l^is  chopghts  a|re  not  your 
thpvghtf  i  bat  ^  £i|r  afapvc  tb^o), »?  the  l^e^v^ng  arc  hi^k^r  tluip  the 
f^b.    ftead  to  the  fame  purppfe^  Ifa.  i.  i^r  Rey.'iii.  ;|q«  Johji 

IP,  ^i)fl  to^nakethc  poffibillty  ofrcmiffiojayrt  de^^rer)  ki|p7»  foryoo^ 
c&CQur9gemeotj|  tb»t  9s  vile,  iqfimiou^,  aod  ^odigiQMifinpen  a^  your^ 
(S^f fS}»  are  recorded,  and  foun4  amoi^gft  the  inftance^  and  ef^mplca 
pf  fprgiyen  Qnnqrs  in  fpript^rc.  Paul  vas  once  9  fierp^  and  crqel  per* 
Sucytpr  gnd  hUrpbemfr,  yet  he  phtaipcd  mercy,  i  Tim.  i.  13, 14.  That 
4nfql  woman,  rcforded,  Lu]fe  vii.  37f  38*  yf^^U  M^ous,  and  a  no« 
torious  iinner }  yf t  her  iips  yrhich  were  ro^i^,  werts  fprgiyen  her,  ver. 
47.  Maoaflefa  was  a  monfier  of  wickedp<!rs,  ^^  yo^  qa^v  ref  d^  2  phron. 
};p(iii.  yet  found  ^ercy.  And  if  yov  vieir  that  catalofi^c  ot  &in;rrs, 
|ivcn  i^  I  Cpr.  y'h  9*  iQ*  JQ^  ^U  fccni  tp  find  ^mong  |bpfH  tjvc  vfsry 
torlo|rn  hope  of  defperate  tinners^  advance  nesu-eft  to  he}l  of  any  men 
iy)pp e^trth;  yet  i.ee,  ?er-  1 1«  what  is  iaid  pf  fpcne  .of  them :  «<  And 
l9^b  fffirc  mmP  pf  yw  j  b»^  yc  arc  vafted,  but  ye  are  jiiitified/' 

All  theie  things  plainly  (hew  (I  f^y  not  tl^e  certaSi^ty  tbft  yoii  (haU 
be»  b|i)t)  tbc  poffibility  that  you  may  br  pf|r4Qne4i  wbiicb  '^  9  piercj 
and  encouragement  unfpeakable. 

^  m*  Tltf  etrnveffjum  rfprefane  cnei  higify  frcbabU. 

A  ^XD  becanffB  ^tiau^  lyhoqrs  to  difcoijxage  i\^qxk  that  arc  fone  in 
Jr\  ^n  ^bx^  yp!MI«>  IV  P^^g  9^  aU  bopcsV  nysrcy  from 
^f ip,  fnd  hnpgng  tbem  to  this  delpnrate  ^oncluQon  i  .4^Bancd  wp 
^QP«r  9;e  (b^llf  ?^^  Wuft  b^  I  suid  therefore  as  good  be  d^j^xn^  hs 
piffrf,  f^f  lefs.  U  mp  ha4  ji9e4  f9brr#  »pd  jciyil  %es,  w/c  mu^  b^^ve 
l^dfen^^hopti  butbef:auXe  web^ltnob9PP»  i^:i^  asgoodior  us  to 
t^  our  fuU  fving  in  fin,  fu  to  tbip^  c^  returning  by  repcntapqi  and 
converfioH,  ^9  late  ii^  tbe.  day  as  ^s  is. 

To  pbyiate  tbis  deadly  fh^re  cf  Si^t^j  I  ^bail  bere  fyrther  add, 
That  itb^e  is  not  o^ly  9  po^bi^ty  of  yo^^r  recovery,  b{!l^»  i^  fojoe  ns 
(pei£li  ^  ^G^g  poffibUity,  that  iuch  as  yxm  may  be  converted  ^nd  fav. 
ipdy  ibap  fl^ffc  is  for  thpfe  «rhp  jt)^,e  led  a  impother,  and  niore  civil 
j£ie  j^  the  ^0^14,  .an4  vboHjr  prn&  if)  tbeir  pwp  civUity  £iu:  thjqr  falva* 
tipp^  infUad  of  tbe  iff>pi^d  f ^hjteoufnejCl  p^  Chrift. 

1  bli^  fiak^lj  ipppeii^,bf  fhat  <^vi£Uve  exprejQijon  of  Gbrift  lo  the 

J^ihfss  ^d  Pharijle.ef,  J^ith.  x;)^i.  3 ji.  ^  V^erily,  I  iay  unto  you,  that 

tb«  i^tvcwg  fW4  bi^lpts  go.if^o  tbe  jfij^^om  of  hfiayen  b(e.^ypv-" 

.Public^i^  tj^  mpa  kvfai^i^  .^n^^g  j^inen }  and  barlotS;  ;tbe  ypm  of 

^pmen  |  yet  jtbefe  ;ure ibpner  jyjrought,over  to  Cbrll^  J>y  £}ith  and  re* 

tfnt^^  «bwAb9  vwrcA^jiy^j  w4  Psif^rigbtsctlP  .%#<^  i°4,?b9^ 
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tie  ^ijglhirttf  ^hd  ^cHlJtij  4  ^Mver/bki  j^| 

Ahd  UiHstAf  it  ig  blr  iafle^  to  com^  at  Afe  ibhltifciice^  dffiitli  lb'* 
ners  by  conviafoh,  tBatt  St  t%[6  <(yth6lrs;  t&e^  H^0  ihbHiing  io  wal-4 
dfftte  fttokte  6f  c(ri^t{ason»  tt  ihtift  fall  cHft6^iy,  i«M  ffaittfedlsftelt  ttfjbtt 
thtir  coHfei^ces.  The  mbft  imooth,  usiJ  tivil  p9ak  bi  the  iTMfld,  mift 
t6  th\i$t  o#ll  rightto«(hefs$  tM  thii  reff-cMSdc^e'^  lite  ^ihnofrrtf 

?roof,  refiftt  all  attempts  to  bring  \Wfh  to  Chrift  Tor  rigbtfeouftitfr. 
Nothing  fiJTes  men  in  a  ftatfebf  t^H,  MSitHittk  a  ilrb^  ci^l'dt  ttut 
fhdr  eonditton  %s  good. 

But  fuch  sis  you  are,  «lr1fofre#bole  fT^liaire  been  jMloled  l^itJEi  (MM 
feheAefi(  atid  lill  impietf^  your  confifiences  iHll  more  eifiiy  re^dilt 
cbnVKHims  rf  ybiir  ip^ent  di^Afger,  ^UkI  tf  t&e  Vfecefflty  of  a  ipeed^ 
thOtPoagh  cha^e.  Toti  cahifot  thiH!»  as  6t!fei^  d6,  tlriA  ybti  n^d  m 
r^pent3inc6»  or  refoMratibn.  In  this  feTpMti  thereTol-fc,  y6u  iie^esit* 
er  tfa^  dbqr  of  btfjffe  li«d  fhtii'c^,  tBan  bthfc^  (hnieri  do. 

tf  tliierdfbre  it  (litill  pleaTe  the  JEjord,  ^wbbife  grac^  2s  i'idi  ihd  Mt 
td'ttst  vileft^f  BxihGTt)  to  pKkfk  bat  Ibch  a^  yoO|  as  brand*  out  of  ^ei 
bcirikl%  Vf  itidtmfltit(3^i€tfkbh  t6  Chnft  i  ^oti  williMtbnlylfi&cbblfi 
leal  Chrfibto^,  {ii  all  thfe,<fMTerts  a^e) bbt Ore  M6^  exc^Yctit,  uttfA^ 
and  tetrlotes  ambngft  all  Chriftiaiis.  As  ybu  ^1  be  tiioft  ^^itieth  in^ 
fhiijceii  bf  bis  f;race,  4b  jron  iiriil  be  ifae  mbft  dinnent  ifaRhnn^t^  fc/r 
Ids  gldry.  As  y6tf  Ifoii^e  "^(Me  bejrohd  other  fihneris  in  #idttdn(^fs,  (b 
you  will  ftriveto  exceed thciii  trll  in  yom'Tbire  t6  CHHft.  Lukfe  V?i,  47. 
'<  She  lovM  ifatichy  «^in&h  liras  forgiven  her."  Yon  tr^  heV^r  think 
jrdii  ciiii  do  enough  for  kirn,  HAib  hAh  dbxiie  flidi  gitat  things  tot 
you. 

Who  more  fierce  and  vile,  before  conVerfibn,  Vbah  fParo),  "O^hol^dti 
abla^^iberi  a'perfkdtbr,  iind  hijuriou^  ?  h  Thn.  1.  13.  ibd  vrho;^ 
amofig  ah'ftie  Tei^ms  df  'ChHft,  kVed  6t  hKSdiittd  for  faim  mo^ 
than,  he?  ttow  did  he 'rafter  ^y,  than  travel  tp  tthd  doibii  the  'M^tft\&, 
h  t  flame  oJFzeal  JTor  Ghrift  /  As  y<ni  Uive1)^eti  mgleadeh  in  fin,f6 
you  wiH  hot  endure  to  come  bfehmdai^y  in  ^seirl  kod  IbV^  to  the  Lotd 
Jeftis :  Tet  sot  ^fiiifcing  Ms  way  to  msdce  hiifa  a  l^qtihil  for  thfe  &« 
juries  you  have  done  him ;  (that  would  be  the'tni:^  in}6ribus  iRofA 
the  rkft)  but  tb  iiidSf  thh  way  the  di*cj>  feiffis  ydu  hrfite  rfthte  tIcfheS 
and  trtnfcendieiicy  of  liis  gbodnefs  ^nd  me^(^  ^o  ybtt,  abdve  aH  'ih 
then* 

j  IV.  Converjiott  frequently  andfaially  mifiaken. 

Bur  here  I  muft  warn  you  of  fome  common,  but  moft  dMg^ttt 
miihlkeS}  committed  in  the  world,  with  rirfpeft  to  COnVerfioa 
unto  God :  £iLcet>t  thde  be  feafonably  pi-evehted,  6r  removed,  none 
of  yon  wlildrer  ftir,  or  move  further  thah  yon  dre  towards  Chrift. 
Amobgft  others,  bewart  efperially  of  thde  three  ibtrb^iiig  fttad  mi^ 
tafccV;  that  df, 

X.  fiaptifmal  regeneration. 

^.  Gottimbn  profeffion  of  Chrrftianity. 

3.  fbrhnHtyiDTeKgibdsduti^. 
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53^  ^if  P^tihty  and  Ifec^ty  of  CottOeifofi. 

I.  Tfaer^  is  a  notloa  fpread  among  -mea,  aad  almod  >every  wtftrt 
obtaining,  that  the  fcriptures  mean  notkingelie  by  converiioni  bnt  /# 
^  h^piizeJ  in  mr  infancy  into  the  w^le  cbufMo  /  and  that  thi^  ordinance 
iiaving  pafled  upon  them  long  ago^  they  are.fufBcien^y  conceited  d- 
Teady ;  and  that  men  mal^  but  a  neediefs.ftxr  and  buftle  in  the  worldj 
about  any  other,  or  further  converiiop. 

Butt  ^»  I  befeecb  you^  coniider  havr  dangercxis  a  thing  it  is,  to 
take  your  owfk  fliadow  ^or  a  brMgc ;  and  venturing  upon  it,  drown 
yourfelves.*  If  baptifm  be  converdon  enoughs  why  doth  Chrill  fay, 
Mark  xvi.  i6. .  <<  He  that  belieretN  and  is  baptizeda  ihall  be  faved  % 
hut  he  that  believeth  not,,  fliall  be  damned  V*  Baptifmi  without  iaicbi 
fignifies  nothing  to  falvation ;  but  faithi  without  baptlfkn,  (where  it 
cannot  be  had)  fecures  faWation..  And  why  doth  the  apolUf  fayi  Gai. 
Ti.  25.  ^'Keltber  circumcifionj  nor  uncircUmciiaon  availeth  any  thing, 
but  a  Q^w  creature  ?"  Or  what  needed  Chrii^  to  have  prefied  and  in- 
culcateJ  the  indifpendble  necei^ty  of  regeneration  upon  Nicodemu% 
as  lie  doth»  John  iiL  31  5,  7*  who  had  been  many  years  a  drcumcifcd 
Jew  i  This- your  dangerous  dependence  upon  your  baptifmal  regener- 
ation, is  what  hath  given  fuch  deep  offence,  and  prejudice  to  many 
(though  without  ju^  caufe)  againft  that  ordinance.  I  lament  it  as 
piuch  as  th^,  that  men  (hould  turn  it  into  fu£h  a  deadly  fnare  to  their 
own  ibuls,  yft  will  fliil  honour  Chrifl's  abiifed  ordioanGe*, 

2«  Some  think,  the  comoion  profcilioii  of  Chriftianicy  makes  men 
Chriftians  enough;  they  are  no  Heathens,  Mahometans,  or  idolatrous 
Papifts  \  but  Proteftants,  within  the  pale  ot  the  true  church  \  that  is, 
profefied  reformed  Chriftiaas.    . 

But,  friends,.!  beg  you  to. coniider  tdat  convIiElive  text,  i  Cor.  hr» 
ao«  f(  The  kingdom  of  GocLis  not  m  word,  but  in  power."  Maay 
there  be,  that  in  words  confcfs  Chrifl,  but  in*  works  deny  him.  And 
why  were  the  foolilh  virgins  (that  is,  profcllcd  xefornvcd  Chriftians) 
ihut  out  of  the  kingdom  of  God ;  if  the  lamp  of  verbal  profefiion, 
without  the  oil  of  internal  godllnefs,  were  enough  for  our  faivation  i 
Mat.  XXV.  3,  12.  Believe  it,  firs,  many  will  cl'<um  acquaintanoe  with 
Chrift  upon  thia  account,  and  expeA  ^vour  from  him  in  the  gre^it 
<lay,  of  whom  he  will  profeis  he  never  knew  t1iem.  Mat.  vii,  22. 
Chrift  need  not  have  put  men  upon  ftrivin'g,  as  in  an  agony,  to  eotir 
in  at  the  flrait  gate,  if  baptifm  in  our  infancy,  or  verbal  profeffion  ot 
Chriftianity>  were  all  the  difficulties  ilien  had  to  encoutitdt  in  the  way 
to  heaven. 

3.  Formality  in  external  duties  of  religion,  is  another  fatal  miftai^c 
of  converfion.  Have  not  thcfe  been  the  inward  thoughts  of  youj* 
Iiearts  ?  As  bad  as  we  are,  though  we  take  liberty  to  fwear,  be  drunk,, 
and  unclean  iboKtlmes ;  yet  we  fay  our  prayers,  keep  our  church, 
and  hope  for  heaven  ana  falvation,  as  Weil  as  thofe  that  are  more 
{>recife. 

But  tell  me,  gentlemen,  ferioufly,  what  do  you  fay,  or  plead  for 
yourfdves  more  in  all  this,  than  thofe  convided  hypocrites  did,  Ifa- 
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Tie  PfffSaiUy  and  Hec^  cf  Caauerjhfh  stt 

Ivllj.  a.  ««  Yet  they  feck  me  daily,  and  delight  to  know  my  ways,  at 
a  natioD  that  did  righteoufnefsi  and  forfook  not  the  ordinances  of  thei^ 
Gi>d :  They  aik  of  me  the  ordinances  of  juftice,  they  take  defig)it  in 
approaching  to  God.**  Or  to  come  nearer  yet  to  your  cafe,  and  cot 
off,  at  one  ftroke,  ^r  ever  thk  vain  plea  of  yoim,  read  and  ponder 
God's  own  ccnforp  of  it,  in  Jcr.  vii.  8,  9,  id,  1 1,  la.  "  Behold,  ye 
truft  in  lying  words,  that  Cannot  profit.  Wiilyc  fteal,  murder,  com* 
mit  adultery,  and  fwear  falfely,  &c.  and  come  and  ftand  before  me  in 
thb  houfe,  which  is  called  by  my  name,  and  fay.  We  are  delivered  feo 
do  all  thde  abominations  f  Is  this  houfe,  which  is  called  by  my  naoi^ 
become  a  den  of  robbers  in  your  eyes  ?  .Behold,  even  I  have  feen  itt 
faith  the  Lord  >  but  go  ye  now  to  my  place,  which  was  in  Shilob^ 
whercl  fet  my  name  at  the  firft,  and  fee  what  I  did  to  it,  for  the  wick* 
edneis  of  my  people  Ifraeh** 

^  V.  Cff  tie  nature  cf  true  CQnverf$on* 

YOIT  have  heard,  that  converfion  does  not  conftft  in  tbefe  exter- 
nal things ;  at  your  eternal  peril  be  it^  if  you  truft  ip  them :  But 
true  converfion  is  the  turning  of  the  whole  man  to  God,  A£b  xxvu 
I  ^.  it  is  nothing  lefs,  than  the  total  chans^  of  the  inward  temper  and 
frame  Qf  the  heart,  and  the  external  courie  of  the  life,  Ifa.  Iv.  8.  It  is 
not  t\^^  cool  confefflon,  but  the  real  forfa^king  of  fin,  in  which  we  flialt 
.£pd  Percy,  Prov.  xxviii.  13.  Thy  heart  and  will,  love  and  defighty 
xnuft  turn  fin  out,  and  take  Chrift  in,  or  thou  art  no  gofpel-convert^ 
A  true  convert  loaths  every  fin,  and  bimfelf  for  fin,  E^k.  xzxvi.  31. 
but  general  confei&oQs  of  nn  are  confident  with  the  fiill  dominion  of 
iin.  Mioreover.  in  all  true  converfion  there  is  a  pofitive  turning  unto 
Gpd,  a  whole  heart- choice  of  him,  for  your  fupreme  a^d  ultimate 
Iiappinefs  and  portion,  Pfal  Ixxiii.  25.  and  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift^ 
as  your  prince  and  Saviour,  A^k  v.  3 1.  And  anfwerably,  it  will  de* 
vote  your  whole  life  to  his  (ervice^and  glory,  Phil.  i.  2 1 .  And  thus  It 
brings  forth  the  new  man,  and  the  whole  frame  of  your  heart  and  life 
is  marvelloufly  changed  and  ahered,  a  Cor.  v.  17.  ««"  Old  things  are 
pafled  away,  behold,  all  things  are  become  new." 

It  may  be,  you  will  think  fuch  a  change  as  this  impoffible  to  be 
made  upon  you.  And  fo  it  is  indeed,  until  the  day  of  God's  j^Qwer 
come,.  Pfal.  ex.  3.  What !  to  forfake  with  loathing  your  old  com- 
panion^ and  CQurfes,  which  you  have  fi>  long  lived  with  and  delight- 
ed in  ^  and  to  embrace  with  higbeft  pleafure^ .  Arid  godltnels,  which 
you  have  £0  loathed,  apd  ridicuJcd  I  This  would  be  a  ftrange  altera 
ticm  indeed :  But  as  ftrange  as  it  feems  to  be,  it  will  be  effeAe^d  in  a 
moment,  when  God  ful^Is  that  gracious  promife  (as  I  hope  he  is 
now  4oing)  to  you,  £zek«  xxxvi.  26.  *<  A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give 
you,  and  a  new  fpirit  will  I  put  within  you/'  Operations  follow  n^^ 
ture :  When  the  heart  of  a  bead  was  given  to  that  great  king  Nebu- 
chadnezzar, Dan*  v.  2i.  his  dwelling  was  with  the  wild  afiTes)  they 
fed  him  with  grafs,  like  oxen*    But  let  the  fpirit  of  a  man  retuim  to 
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him  again^  and  he'll  blulh  to  think  of  his  brutiih  cotnpan>'i  and  way  of 
life  }  and  fo  will  you  of  yours  alfo.  As  marvellous  a  change  as  this, 
has  pafled  upon  as  eminent  and  notorious  tinners  as  yourielves.  Gal.  L 
2Z,  the  God  of  the  fpirits  of  all  fle(h  <;an  with  eafe  and  fpeed  produce 
all  this  by  that  Almighty  Power^  whereby  he  is  able  to  fubdue  all 
things  to  himfelf. 

}  VI.  Of  the  hazard f  attending  converfion. 

IF  the  Lord  (hall|  in  his  rich  grace  and  mercy  to  your  foub,  flir  up 
in  them  the  thoughts  and  refolutions  of  a  change  of  yourcourfe; 
great  care  ouglit  to  be  taken,  in  the  time  of  this  change,  led  they  mif- 
^arry  in  their  remove  from  one  ftate  to  another ;  multitudes  miicarry 
•  betwixt  a  flate  of  profanenefs^  and  true  godiinefs.  To  continue  in 
the  (late  of  profanenefs,  is  to  be  certainly  lod: ;  and  fo  it  (s  to  take 
up  fhort  of  Chrift,  in  mere  civility  and  formality  in  religion.  This 
middle  ftate  takes  up  multitudes  by  the  way,  who  do  but  change  the 
open  road,  for  a  more  private  way  to  hell. 

Merc  civilized  na^iire  is  unregenerated  nature  ftjll ;  "  They  return, 
Kut  net  to  the  moft  High ;  they  are  like  a  deceitful  bow,*'  faith  the 
prophet,  Hofca  vii.  i6.  They  feem  to  aim  at  Chrift,  and  falvation ; 
but,  as  an  arrow  from  a  weak  bow,  it  goes  not  home  \  or,  as  from  a 
deceitful  bow,  it  Hants  aiide,  and  miiles  the  mark*  It  is  true,  they 
are  not  openly  profane,  as  they  were  before  }  but  they  take  up,  and 
fettle  in  an  unregenerate  ftate  ftill :  Their  condition  ii  the  iame^  tho* 
their  coo^pany  be  not. 

This  is  excellently  fet  forth  by  our  Saviour,  Matth.  xii.  43,  44, 45. 
the  devil  may  be  caft  out  as  a  profane  devil,  and  yet  keep  his  proprie- 
ty ftill  as  a  formal  devil.  The  fenfe  of  that  text  is  well  exprefled  by 
one,  in  this  note  upon  it ;  That  a  reftraint  by  formality,  keeps  the 
devil's  propriety,  and  difpofes  the  foul  to  final  apoftafy.  You  are  as 
ffar  from  Chrift  and  falvation,  under  the  power  of  formality,  as  you 
were  before.  Hs  that  is  cured  of  a  fever,  hath  no  great  caufc  to  re- 
joice, if  his  fever  has  left  him  under  a  confumption,  which  will  Idll 
him  as  furely,  though  it  may  be  lefs  violently,  or  fpeedily. 

§  VIL  Of  the  dbfolute  neceffity  of  a  thorcugh  change. 

WHATEVER  the  difficulties  anri  hazards  are,  that  attend  this 
change  by  converfion  unto  God,  the  change  itfclf  is  abfo- 
lutely  and  indifpenfibly  neceiFary  to  every  man's  falvation.  The  door 
of  falvation  can  never  be  opened,  without  the  key  of  regeneratioD. 
Chrift  affures  civil  and  formal  Nicodemus,  "  That  except  he  be  bom 
;  again,  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God,''  John  iii.  3.  Think  not 
converfion  to  be  the  aitainment  of  fome  fingular  and  extraordinary 
Chriftians,  for  it  is  the  vary  point  upon  which  every  man's  eternal 
happinefs  or  mifcry  depends.  There  is  one  law*  for  all  the  worW; 
they  muft  be  changed  or  damned  :  No  reftitutions  or  reformations, 
no  common  gifts  or  abilities,  no  religious  duties  or  fcrvices,  can  five 
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any  man  from  hell|  without  a  change  by  thorough  converfioni  Rom. 
viii.  8.  «  They  that  are  in  tfaefle(b|  cannot  pleafe  God/' 

Satisfy  and  pleafe  not  yourfelvefi  with  this :  Though  we  live  in  fin^ 
yet  God  is  a  merciful  Gold.  We  will  confefs  our  fins  to  himi  fjy  ou£ 
prayerSi  keep  our  church  %  and  no  doubt  but  Qod  will  be  merciful  ta 
US)  as  well  as  others.  Confider  it,  man,  that  this  merciful  God  is  alto^ 
a  God  of  truth  ;  and  this  God  of  truth  hath  plainly  afiured  tbee»  that 
all  thefe  ekteroal  things  fignify  nothing  to  thy  falvationj  unlefs  thou 
become  a  new  creature,  Gal.  vi.  15.  and  that  thou  mud  be  boma- 
gaiHi  John  iii.  3.  Say  not,  without  this  yoy  will  hope  in  God  :  If 
you  hope  in  God,  you  mud  hope  in  his  word,  f  falm  cxix.  11..  Nov 
where  will  you  find  that  word  in  the  bible,  that  warrants  the  hope  of 
falvation  in  the  unregenerate  perfon  ?  All  fcriptural  hope  i^  oi  a  puri** 
fying  nature,  and  evermore  prod ufliv'e  of  an  holy  life,  i  John  iii.  3. 

If  you  fay,  Chrift  died  for  the  greatefl  of  finners,  and  you  truft  to^ ' 
be  faved  through  him  ;  it  is  true,  he  did  fo,  but  converfion  is  his  only 
method  of  falvation.  Tit.  ii,  14.  and  thofe  that  are  not  wa(hed  b; 
fandification,  have.no  part  in  him,  or  in  his  blood,  John  xiiU  8.  H^ 
^caooe  not  to  fave,  mei^vcontiouing  in  th^ir  fins,  but  to  fave  his  people 
from  their  fins,  Matth.  i.  2 1 .  His  Way  is  to  lead  you  through  ianfti* 
fication  unto  falvation,  z  The^-  ii*  1 3«  If  you  have  a  mind  to  fee 
whom,  and  how  he  faves;  you  have  it  before  your  eyes.  Tit.  i.  14. 
«<  Who  gave  himfelf  for  us,  that  be  might  redeem  us  from  all  ioi<]uity^ 
and  purify  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works.'! 
Thofe  only  are  faved  by  him,  that  <<  denying  ungodlineis,  and  wordl; 
lufh,  live  not  only  ibberly  and  righteouily,  but  godly  in  this  prefent 
world.** 

And  this  is  the  change  I  am  here  prefiing  you  to  \  and  until  this 
change  be  made,  y^u  cannot  find  yourlelves  within  the  compafs  of  any 
covenant-promife,  £ph,  ii.  ia«  but  if  you  will  turn  to  Heb.  xii.  14. 
you  may,  the  very  next  minute,  find  yourfelves  barred  out  of  heaven 
by  a  fcripture  threatening.  Let  no  man,  therefore,  impofe  fo  ^etc 
a  cheat  u^ion  his  own  foul,  as  once  to  imagine,  that  any  thing  mort 
of  found  converfion  can  ever  put  him  out  of  the  danger  of  damnation. 

(  VIIL  Every  tnan  might  do  more  than  he  doth^  towards  h's  cvn 

converjion^ 

TT  is  not  in  any  man's  po^er  to  convert  himfeJf ;  but  yet  becaufe 
every  man  might  do  more  towards  \%  than  he  doth  do,  and  doth 
it  not,  he  is  juflly  chargeable  with  his  own  damnation.  We  are  bidv 
and  bound  to  firive  to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait  gate,  Luke  xiii.  24.  -  It 
is  true,  a  man,  in  his  natural  ftate,  can  do  nothing  that  is  fpiritually^ 
or  fupernaturally  good  ;  yet  he  can  do^  and  forbear  to  do  many  tbingsi 
the  doing  or  forbearing  of  which,  have  a  true  (though  remoter)  tern- 
dency  to  his  converfion  *,  and  not  doing,  or  forbearing  of  them,  his 
ijeflwjlion  is  of  and  from  hhnfelf.  .  « 

You  can;  if  you  will  forbear  to  fwear,  and  blafpheme  the  name  of 
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Gbd.  Who  can,  or  floes  compel,  or  force  ydor  tongiles  to  it  t  The 
devil  can  tempt,  but  not  compel  thetn :  you  can,  if  you  will  ftop, 
when  nature  is  duly  refrefhed.  Tottr  wicked  cooifMrnions  can  pro* 
▼oke,  but  not  force  you.  You  can,  if  you  pleafe»  fliun  lafa^ous 
book^,  and  company,  and  keep  your  bodies  «hafte»  aft  leaft  from  the 
external  ads  of  uncleanneTs. 

And  why  cannot  you  (if  you  (4eafe)  perform^  as  well  as  neglefit 
the  external  ads  of  religions  duties  i  The  fame  feet  that  carry  yon  to 
^  tavern,  can  carry  you  to  your  clofets,  if  you  pleafe  to  have  them  do 
f6»  Nor  do  I  know  any  reafon  why  you  cai^not  compole  yoorfelvesi 
when  engased  in  God's  public;  or  private  worlhip,  to  a  clofe  and  fe* 
rious  attendance  to  thofc  duties.  The  application  of  the  mind  to  what 
is  rpoken  is  of  great  concernment  to  you ;  and  if  an  unraa^lified  voi* 
nifter  can  apply  his  thoughts  to  compofe  a  fermon,  and  preach  it ;  I 
fee  no  reafon  why  an  unfanfUfied  hearer  may  not  aUb  compofe^  and 
ippiy  his  mind  to  hear  it  And  I  am  pad:  sul  doubt,  that  fom^hing 
may  be  done  Keyond  all  this.  You  have  fome  power  certainly  to  re* 
0tA  upon,  and  confider  what  concemmeot  you  have  in  the  things 
you  read  or  hear;  and  how  they  agree,  or  difagree  vnth  your  expe« 
ftence* 

Now,  if  men  would  but  do  this,  (whidi  certainly  tiiey  have  a 
power  to  do)  though  they  tfumot  convert  themfelves,  yet  hereby  they 
would  lie  in  the  hopeful  way  of  convertiog  grace  i  which  ia  man 
than  they  could  ever  yet  be  perfuaded  to  do.  And  though  there  be 
fto  pofitive  certainty,  or  s^rance,  that  converfion  and  iidvatioa  iliall 
follow  thefe  a&  ;  yet  hope  and  probability  are  engagements  enoogk 
iiope  iets  all  the  world  on  work,  without  aflurance.  The  pIou^« 
man  ploughs  in  hope,  and  the  merchant  ventures  ki  hope*  Po  but 
is  much  for  your  fouls,  as  thefe  do  for  their  bodies. 

§  IX.  Temptation  and  difcourugements  in  the  tvay  ^converfion. 

BUT  here  I  expeA  to  be  encountered  by  all  the  policy  and  power 
of  hell,  batan,  and  your  own  luits^  are  m  confederacy,  to 
turn  away  your  minds  from  fuch  counfel  and  perfuafions  as  thefe. 
They  will  tell  you,  this  is  no^ proper  feafon  to  mind  your  converfion} 
it  is  either  too  foon,  or  too  late  )  you  have  not  yet  bad  pleafbie  e- 
nough  in  {in,  or  fo  much  as  hath  put  you  beyond  all  hopes  of  mercy : 
Thtt  religion  is  a  mdancboly  thing,  and  if  once  you  look  that  war, 
you  Will  never  have  a  merry  day,  or  hour  more ;  with  a  tbouiand  fuai 
damps  and  diicouragemcnts. 

But  pray,  gentlemen,  do  ib  much,  at  leaA  for  your  ibuls,  before 
you  turn  away  your  ear  from  the  inftrvfiions  of  lif e»  as  to  hear  thefe 
l^atters  examined  :  If  they  are  not  worth  thatj  they  are  worth 
nothing. 

I  will  fuppofe  you  in  the  flower  and  vigour  of  your  youth,  and  this 
dangerous  feafon  now  nicked  with  a  liwre  dangerous  temptation  ^  that 
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It  is  tolo  foon  t0  mind  fndi  ferioas  matten  now  :  Yoa  have  not  yet 
bad  your  fiill  {deafure  out  of  fin. 

Need  I  to  fpend  a  word,  to  refute  and  baffle  fucb  a  temptation  as 
this  i  I  doubt  &ot>  but  you  youHei?eB  can  eaiiiy  do  it*  Afk  your« 
feivesi  Sir8»  if  feoteoce  of  death  were  pafled  upon  yoo  by  men,  (as 
it  is  by  God,  Jolm  iii.  i8.  **  He  that  believeth  not,  is  condemned  al- 
ready,") wottld  you  think  a  pardon  could  come  too  foon  i  Be  afliired^ 
every  bit  of  bread  you  eat,  is  the  bread  of  the  condemned  }  you  are 
in  danger  of  hell  every  day^  and  hour:  There  wants  nothing  but  a 
fw«>rd,  a  bullet,  a  Ihipwreck,  or  dUeafe^  (of  which  multitudes  wait 
on  you  every  day)  to  put  you  beyond  mercy,  and  all  hopes  of  mercy* 
And  can  you  get  toc^  foon  (think  you)  out  oi  this  danger  and  mifery? 
O  why  do  you  linger^any  longer  r  The  danger  is  too  great  and  im- 
minent, tp  admit  one  hour's  longer  delay* 

And  it  is  as  (Irange  and  ftrong  a  deluGon  on  the  other  fide,  to  fan*    . 
cy  it  is  now  too  late ;  The  vanity  aad  groundlefsnefs  of  this,  hath 
been  evinced  in  the  fecond  fedion,  to  which  i  refer  you  for  fuUfatis* 
£i£lion*  • 

And  for  the  b(s  of  your  pk&fures,  by  conyerfion  to  God,  that  is 
the  chinneft  and  fiUieft  pretence  of  all  the  reft :  That  is  the  fame 
thing,  as  to  imagine  it  is  to  a  ^hirfty  man's  lofs,  to  leave  the  puddle 
waters  of  a  broken^  ciftem,  to  enjoy  the  cryftal  ftreams  of  a  flowing 
fountab ;  for  the  pleafures  of  an  ale-honfe,  play-houfe,  or  whore- 
houfe,  to  be  fweeter  than  the  light  of  God's  countenance,  the  con^ 
forts  of  his  pardon,  or  the  lively  hopes  of  glory  with  him  in  heaven  | 
of  which  you  read,  I  Pet.  i.  8. 

Poor  men !  ^O  that  you  did  but  once  know  what  tlie  life  of  holinefi^ 
and  dedkation  to  God  is  I  what  the  feals,  eamefi,  and  firft^fhiits  of 
his  Spirit  are  i  How  willingly  and  joyfuHy  would  you  trample  all  the 
ibrdid  pleafures  of  fin  under  your  feet,  to  enjoy  them  I 

J  X.  Motives  and  confideratioiu  (effuading  to  converfian. 

XHLS  (hort  difcourfe  (ball  wind  iip  itfelf  in  motives  atod  confided* 
atlons,  to  prevail  with  you,  not  only  to  make  the  firft  ilep  out 
>£smeneis  to  civility )  but  the  other  necefiary  and  happy  Aep  too, 
for*the  Lord's  fake,  gentlemen,  that  blefled  ftep  beycind  mere  civility, 
to  (erioos  godtinefst 

O  that  I  knew  what  words  to  chufe,  and  what  arguments  to  urge, 
that  might  poflibly  prevail  with  you  !  My  witness  is  in  heaven,  I 
would  do  any  thing  within  my  power,  to  procure  your  temporal  and 
eternal  happh^fs*  I  beg  you,  in  the  bowels  of  Chrtft  Jefus,  as  if  I 
were  upon  my  bended  knees  before  your  ieet,  turn  not  away  your 
eye  nor  ear  from  thefe  difcourfes :  Ponder  and  confider,  once  and 
again,  what  hath  been  rationally  debated  in  the  firft  part,  about  your 
reformation,  and  what  hath,  and  ihall  be  offered,  in  this  fecond 
part.  .  ^ 

O  my  God  !  thou  that  haft  countecl  me  faithful,  and  put  me  into 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


54^  72/  P^ibUttj  and  Neeejitf  of  Converjkn^ 

the  miniftry ;  thou  that  haft  inclined  my  heart  to  mal^  this  attempt* 
and  encouraged  me  with  hope,  that  it  (hall  not  he  in  vaih  to  all  them 
that  read  it,  if  it  muft  be  fo  to  fome ;  I  befeech  thee,  lay  the  hand  of 
thy  Spirit  upon  the  heart  and  hand  of  thy  (ervant ;  flreogthen  and 
guide  him  in  drawing  the  bow  of  the  gofpel,  and  directing  the  arrows, 
diat  they  may  ftrike  the  mark  he  aims  at,  even  the  conviftion  and 
converiion  of  lewd  and  diflblute  finners.  Command  thefe  confider- 
ations  to  ftay  apd  fettle  in  their  hearts,  till  they  bring  them  fully  over 
tothyfelfinChrift/' 

Conjideration  i .  And  firft,  O  that  you  would  confider  how  the 
whole  of  your  life  paft  hath  been  caft  away  in  vain,  as  to  the  grpat 
end  and  bufinefs  you  came  into  the  world  for.  You  have  breathed 
snany  years,  but  not  lived  one  day  to  God.  Your  confciences  could 
never  yet  prevail  with  you  to  get  out  of  the  noife  and  hurry  of  the 
world,  and  go  along  with  it  intc  fome  private  retiring-place,  to  debate 
the  ftate  of  your  fouls,  and  think  clofe  (but  for  one  hour)  on  fuch  aw- 
ful fubjeAs  as  God,  foul,  Chrift,  and  eternity,  heaven,  hell,  death, 
and  judgment.  Do  you  think,  gentlemen,  that  you  came  into  this 
world  to  do  nothing  elfe  but  to  eat  and  drink,  fport  and  play,  fleep 
and  die  ?  Aft  yourfelves,  I  befeech  you,  whether  the  life  you  have 
hitherto  lived,  has  looked  to  your  own  eyes  like  an  eatneft  flight  from 
hell,  and  a  ferious  purfuit  of  heaven  and  falvation  i  How  much  nearer 
are  you  got  to  Cbrift  now,  than  you  were  when  in  your  cradles  ?  The 
fweeteft,  and  fitteft  part  of  your  life,  is  pafled  away  in  vanity,  and 
there  is  no  calling  one  day,  or  hour  of  it,  back  again. 

C<mftderation  2.  Confider,  gentlemen,  for  Chrifl  Jefas  fake,  you  hare 
yet  an  opportunity  to  be  eternally  happy,  if  you  will  flight  and  negk^ 
opportunities  of  falvation  no  longer  $  the  door  of  mercy  is  not  yet 
finally  fhut  up :  The  Lord  Jems  yet  waits  to  be  gracious  to  you. 
Such  is  his  aftonifhing  grace  and  mercy,  he  will  pardon  and  pafs  bf  all 
that  you  have  done  againft  him,  if  now,  after  all,  you  will  bpt  come 
unto  hrm,  that  you  may  have  life.  Turn  y^  turn  ye ;  for  %vby  %vUlu 
die?  Your  fwearing  and  blafpheming,  your  drunkennds,  uncleanneis, 
and  enmity  at  godlinefs,  fliall  never  be  mentioned,  if  you  will  yet 
repent  and  return.  Ezek.  xviii.  21,  22.  "If  the  wricked  will  turn 
from  all  his  dns  that  he  hath  committed,  and  keep  all  may  ftatutOi 
and  do  that  which  is  lawful  and  right ;  lie  fl)all  /urely  live,  he  fliaU 
not  die.  AH  his  tranfgreffions  that  he  hath  commit(ed|  they  fliall  not 
be  mentioned  unto  him." 

If  you  fay,  thefe  are  hard  and  impoflible  terms  to  nature,  it  is  true, 
they  are  fo,  an3  God's  end  in  urging  them  here  upon  you,  is  to  cod* 
vince  you  of  your  natural .  impotence,  and  drive  you  tq  Chrift;  that 
by  union  with  him,  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  might  be  fulfilled  in 
you. 

Cattftderation  3.  Let  it  be  thoroughly  confidered,  it  is  no  lefs  than 
falvation,  and  your  own  falvation  too,  which  depends  upon  your  con* 
veriion.    How  diligent  was  Cbrift  in  purchafing  falvation  f  how  neg- 
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ligent  and  remlfs  are  we  in  applying  it  I  O  what  compofitions  of  floth 
and  ftupidity  are  unconverted  iinners  I  how  do  they  fit  with  folded 
arms,  as  if  it  were  eafy  to  periQi  ?  Is  this  your  numing  and  (hriving  to 
obtain  the  palms  and  crowns  of  immortal  glory?  Work  02//  (iaith  the 
a;'»orile,  Phil.  ii.  12,  i'^,)  pur  ownfalvation  with  fear  and  tremblings  It 
is  for  falvation,  and  nothing  lefs,  you  are  here  prefTed  to  drive :.  And 
what  carej  pains,  or  follcitude  of  ours>  can  be  equal  and  proportionate 
to  fo  great  a  thing  as  falvation  ?  If  every  thought  of  the  heart  were 
refcu^  from  all  other  concerns,  and  the  mind  ftand  continually  fixed 
with  utmod  intention  upon  this  fubjccV,  furely  fuch  a  fubjefl  de{erve9 
it  all,  and  much  more. 

But  when  you  confider  it  is  not  another's,  but  your  own  falvation 
you  are  driving  for ;  how  powerful  (hould  the  principle  of  felf*pre- 
fervation  awaken  and  invigorate  yo^ir  utmbft  endeavours  after  it !  The 
law  of  charity,  and  bowels  of  mercy,  would  compel  us  to  do  much  to 
fave  the  body,  and  much  more  the  foul  of  another :  And  will  they 
move  us  to  do  nothing  for  our  falvation  ? 

Say  not,  if  I  (hould  be  carelefs  and  neglefllve,  yet  God  is  good  and 
gracious  \  if  this  feafon  be  neglected,  there  are  more  to  come':  Atas  I 
that  is  more  than  you  know.  It  is  pofilble  your  eternal  happinefs 
may  depend  upon  the  improvement  of  this  prefent  opportunity;  there 
is  much  of  time  in  a  (hort  opportunity. 

Confideration  4.  Do  you  think  your  hearts  would  be  in  fuch  a  dead, 
carelefs,  and  unconcerned  frame,  about  this  great  and  awful  matter  of 
your  converfion  and  falvation  \  if  thofe  things  were  now  before  your 
eyes,  which  certainly  and  (hortly  mud  be  beiore  them  I 

How  rational  and  neceflary  is  it,  for  you  now  to  fuppofe  thofe  very 
things  as  prefent  before  you,  which  you  know  to  be  near  you,  and  a 
few  days  or  hours  will  make  prefent  i  Here  let  me  make  a  few  fupi- 
pofitions,  fo  rational,  becaufe  certainly  future  and  near,  that  no  wHe 
man  will,  or  dare  to  flight  them,  as  fitSlions  or  chimeras. 

Suppofition  X.  Suppofe  yourfclves  now  upon  your  death-bids,  your 
hearts  and  breaths  failing,  your  eyes  and  heart-ftrings  breaking,  all 
earthly  comforts  failing,  and  (hrinking  from  you ;  thefe.  things  you 
know,  are  unavoidable,  and  muft  fliortly  befzJ  you,  Eccl.  viii.  8.  fup- 
pofe alfo,  in  thefe  your  lad  extremities,  your  conTciences  (hould  awake 
(as  probably  they  will,  there  being  now  no  more  charms  of  pleafurc, 
and  finful  companiocs,  to  divert  or  (\upify  them)  what  a  cafe  will  you 
find  yourfelves  in !  what  a  cold  fweat  will  then  lie  upon  your  panting 
bofoms !  what  a  pale  horror  will  appear  in  your  countenances  ?  Will 
you  not  then  wilh,  O  that  the  time  I  have  fpent  in  vanity  had  been 
(pent  in  the  duties  of  ferious  piety  l  O  that  I  had  been  as  careful  of 
my  foul,  as  I  was  of  my  body  !  What  are  the  pains  of  mortification, 
which  I  was  to  afraid  of.  to  the  pains  of  damnation,  which  I  begin  to 
(cent,  and  apprehend  I  I  thought  it  hard  to  pray,  mourn,  and  deny 
mjielf;  btJt  if  (h^tl  find  it  harder  to  grapple  ^hh  the  wrath  of  an 
incenfed  God  to  all  eternity. 
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Supp^ion  2*  Suppofe  jourf^Ives  now  to  be  at  the  judgment  feat  of 
God>  where  you  know  you  mud  be  ImmediateYy  after  death ;  or,  that 
yon  did  behold  the  procefsj  and  awful  folemnity  of  the  general  judg- 
jnent  of  the  peat  day  I'  both  which  appearances  are  indifputlbly  furCf 
and  certaini  Heb  ix.  27.  2  Con  y.  10.  Suppofe  you  fawall  Adam's 
poderlty  there  aflembledi  and  convened,  even  mutcitudes,  multitudes 
which  no  man  can  number  \  all  thefe  feparated  into  two  grand  dirl- 
fions ;  Chrifti  the  fopreme  and  fipal  Judge,  upon  the  judgmeat-feat) 
the  Chriftleis  and  unregenerate  world,  quivering  at  the  bar  ^  the  laft 
fentence  pronouncing  on  them ;  the  excutioners  ftanding  rcadj  to 
take  them  away :  Will  you  not  then  (think  you)  be  ready  to  tear 
yourfelve^  with  indignation,  for  this  your  fupine  and  fottifli  carelefs- 
nef$  ?  A  voice  from  the  throne,  like  the  voice  of  a  trumpet,  founds  a 
loud  alanx}  to  all  carelefs»  negligent,  and  trifling  (inners :  And  this  is 
the  voice,  if  you  will  not  be  in  the  fame  cafe  with  the  miferable,  coo* 
demned  world.  Put  to  it  heartily,  then,  in  the  ufe  of  all  means  with 
God  and  men,  for  converting  and  regenerating  grace  now,  which  15 
the  only  thing  that  defferences  your  ftate  from  thofe  mUerable  wretches 
then. 

Suppofftion  3.  Suppofe  God  did  but  pvc  you  a  fbrcfight,  or  forctaftc 
in  the  terrors  of  your  confciences,  of  that  damnation  you  have  jefted 
at,  and  fo  often  imprecated  upon  yourfelyes:  Did  you  but  lie  one 
.  night  in  that  plight  poor  Spira,  and  many  others  beiides  him  have 
done^  with  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  upon  your  fpirits,  lender  horror 
and  remorfe  of  confcience,  which  are  the  ^rft  niUing^  and  bitings  of 
that  worm  which  fhall  never  die : 
■  Turn  pallida  mem  eft 
CriminibuSy  tacita  fudant  pr^cordia  eulpa.^ 
Palenefs  and  horror,  fear  and  trembling,  upon  the  ontwar^  and  iuvard 
man,  whilft  God  is  making  the  immediate  imprefiions  of  his  wnth 
upon  the  confcience ;  feeming  to  want  fome  one  to  let  out  th^t  mif- 
erable, wretched  foul,  that  is  weary  to  ftay  any  longer  in  the  bodji 
and  yet  afraid  to  be  diflodged,  left  its  condition  be  made  worfc  by  the 
exchange :  do  you  think  you  would  ever  imprecate  damnation  aof 
more  P  And  yet  all  tbefe  terrors  and  horrors  upon  the  confcicnce> 
are  but  as  the  fweating  of  marble- ftone  before  the  great  rains  fall. 

But  what  if  God  ftould  give  ypu  a  vifion  pf  hell  itfclf,  and  of  the 
inconceivable  and  inexpreffible  mifery  of  thofe  dcfpcrarc  and  forlorn 
wretx:he5,  that  lie  there  fweltering,  and  groaning  under  the  heavy 
preiTures  cf  the  wrath  of  a  great  and  terrible  Gpd,  inimediatcly  and 
evcrlaftingly  trarfafted  upon  their  fouls  ?  Would  ycy  ever  jeft  wii" 
danmatioh  any  more,  as  ^ith  an  harmlefs  thing  ?  Nay,  would  you  not 
flrive  to  the  uttermofl,  to  flee  from  this  wrath  to  come?  Do  you  no^ 
feem  to  herr,  in  tl\is  raticral  and  juft  fappofiticn,  and  dokfticry 


•  Themmdnow  confc;ous  of  its  guilt, 
Feels  hell  witliin :  the  reft*s  a  horrid  fighL 
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toming  from  hell,  and  the  ftate  of  the  damned,  with  this  very  found 
and  fenfe  ?  *  Good  fouls,  if  ever  you  expeA  to  be  delivered  from  this 
ilate,  and  place  of  torments,  ftrive,  to  the  utmoft,  ftrive  while  you 
have  opportunity,  Arive  whilft  breath  and  (Irength  do  laft,  to  flee  from, 
and  elcape,  by  a  found  converiion,  this  doleful  ftate  of  eternal  damna- 
tion.' 

Suppofitscn  4.  Laftly,  and  in  a  word,  fuppofe  you  had  a  vifion  of 
heaven,  as  Stephen  and  Paul  had  in  the  body }  fuppofe  you  faw  the 
glory  of  God,  and  Jefus  ftanding  at  his  right  hand,  furrounded  with 
the  triumphant  myriads  of  palm«>bearing  faints,  finging  Hofanna's  and 
Hallelujahs  to  God,  and  the  Lamb  for  ever;  andbleffing,  praifingp 
and  admiring  him  that  gave  them  another  ipirit,  yaftly  different  from 
that  which  governs  fuch  as  you :  Bleffiog  the  Lord,  that  enabled  them 
to  be  prayii^  and  praifing,  whilft  others  were  curfing  and  fwearing; 
to  be  fighing  and  groaning  for  fin  in  fecret,  whilft  others  were  fliout^ 
ing  and  finging  in  taverns  and  ale-houfes  :  to  beat  down  their  bodiesy 
and  keep  them  under,  whilft  others  were  pleafing  and  gratifying  their 
lufts ;  would  you  ftill  drive  that  courfe  you  do  i  Well,  firs,  if  ever 
you  expert  to  come  where  thefe  bleiled  ones  are,  you  muft  take  the 
courfe  they  did.  Let  this  be  your  endeavour,  and  it  (hall  be  my  fer-> 
vent  and  hearty  prayer. 


A 

CORONATION  -  SERMON. 

s 

PltEACHED  AT 

DARTMOUTH* 

Cant.  iii.  11. 

Go  forth  ye  daughters  of  Zhn^  and  bfhold  king  Solomon^  ivlth  the  crown 
tuhirewith  his  mother  crowned  him  in  the  day  of  his  efpoufalsy  and 
in  the  day  of  the  gladntjs-  of  his  heart. 

A  Crown  is  the  top  of  earthly  glory,  the  culminating  point  of  hu- 
man dignity.  Pfalm  xxi.  2,  j.  '<  Tbou  hdft  given  him  his 
heart's  deflre ;  thoti  baft  fet  a  crown  of  pore  gold  upon  his  head." 
TheamUtiod  ofthemany,  moves  in  various  fpberes  below  it;  the 
ambition  of  none  aiptres  above  it,  except  it  be  that  anomalous  mother ^ 
the  man  of  fin^  who  affcQs  to  fit  in  the  very  throne  of  God,  and  ex* 
Vol,  yi.  3  Z 
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alts  himfclf  above  all  that  is  called  God,  2  Tbef.  ii.  4. 

Whea  God  puts  a  crown  upon  the  head,  and  a  fceptre  into  the  band 
of  a  manf  he  engraves  upon  that  man  (in  a  qualified  fenfe)  both  his 
liame»  and  the  livt*ly  characters  of  his  MajeOf  and  authority,  Pfai. 
Ixxxii.  6.  *'  I  have  faid,  ye  are  gods,  and  all  of  jron  the  children  of 
the  Mod  High."  But  yet,  in  all  the  grants  and  conveyances  of  Hea« 
ven,  there  is  always  a  refervation  and  f<dvo  to  the  divine  prerogative» 
to  *  difplace  at  pleafure,  arid  fet  it  upon  what  hoad  he  fiirfl  pleafe, 
Ezek.  xiu.  26.  **  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  Remove  the  dbdem, 
and  take  off  the  crown:  This  fliall  not  be  the  fame :  Exalt  him  that 
is  low,  and  abate  him  that  is  high.** 

Though  dominion  be  not  founded  in  grace,  yet  grace  both  em* 
belKihesj  and  fecures  the  dominion  of  men.  The  princes  of  the  earth 
owe  fealty  and  homage  to  Jefus  Chrift  ;  f  Pfal.  it.  1  o,  it,  12}  and  had 
fbmt  of  them  been  more  fubjeA  to  his  laws,  their  kingdoms  had 
flonnlhed,  and  their  government  been  more  auffncious. 

The  coronation-day  of  a  king,  tsy  m  a  fenfe,  the  marriage-day  be- 
twixt hhn  and  his  people,  and  is  accordbgly  folemnized  mth  all  the 
figns  and  demonfVrations  of  }oy  and  gladnefs  ;  Porthejbout  ofakufg  is 
among  ihtm.  Thus  when  the  crown  of  Ifrael  wa»  fet  upon  the  head 
of  Solomon)  the  fcripture  reprefents  their  exuberant  joy»  m  an  elegaot^ 
and  lofty  hyperbole :  i  King$  i.  40.  «<  And  all  the  people  came  up 
after  Yarn  \  and  the  people  piped  with  pipes,  and  rejoiced  with  great 
joy,  fo  that  the  earth  rent  with  the  found  of  them." 

Carnal  men  rejoicecamallyiandfyiritual  men  fliould rejoice  fpiritnally: 
Tht  moft  glorious  part  of  the  Solemnity  of  fuch  a  day,  confifis  in, 

1.  Praifes  and  prayers  for  him  that  wears  the  crown. 

2.  In  a  fpiritual  improvement  of  the  aAion  to  ourfelves* 

1.  In  praifes  and  prayers  for  the  king,  whom  God  hath  fet  over  its. 
Your  prayers  and  praifes  refleA  more  glory  upon  the  crown,  than  all 
the  jewels  and  fparkling  ftones  with  which  it  ihines;  And  fb  I  am  pcr-> 
fuaded  our  king  will  account  it ;  according  to  Zech.  xii.  5.  ^  The 
governors  of  Judah  fhallfay  in  their  hearts.  The  inhabitants  of  Jem* 
falem  fhall  be  my  ftrength  in  the  Lord  of  Hofts  their  God." 

Praifc  thy  God,  O  England  ]  for  fetttog  thy  crown  this  day  upon 
the  head  of  aProteftant  prince  \  who  accounted  not  hjs  treafures,  or 
blood,  dear  unto  him,  to  redeem  the  intcreft  of  Chrift  out  of  the  dan- 
gers that  were  ready  to  fwallow  it  up. 

Pray  fervently  for  your  king  this  day:  The  concernments  of  the 
people  of  God  are  fo  great  in  him,  as  that  they  exa£t  from  all  the  faints 
tl^  uttermoft  importunity  in  prayer. 

(i.)  That  God  would  deanle  ^md  wafh  the  crown  of  England 
from  all  that  guilt  and  pollution  it  hath  contracted  under  ^tats 
governments^  that  the  fins  of  the  crown  may  not  defcend  with  it. 

(2.)  That  the  royal  head  on  which  it  (hall  be  fet  this  day,  may  be 
filled  with  the  wiidom  of  God,  and  matched  with  an  holy  heart,  in- 

*  The  Lord  dethrooei  kingt,  difpofes  of  kingdottu. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


A  Corona^n-'Sermoni  preached  at  Dartmouth  547 

inflamed  wkb  love  to  God,  and  zeal  for  his  gbry. 

(3.)  That  as  foon  as  men  have  fet  the  crown  upon  his  head,  he 
may  cheerfully  take  it  off  again,  and  caft  it  at  the  feet  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
as  the  twenty-four  elders  did.  Rev.  iv.  10.  "And  th.e  twenty-four 
elders  fell  down  before  him  that  fat  on  the  throne,  and  worfhipped 
faim  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  and  caft  their  crowns  before  the 
throne,*'  &c 

(4.]  That  God  would  make  the  crown  fit  eafy,  and  long  upon  his 
royal  head.  Eafy,  becauie  crowns  are  ufually  lined  with  thorny  caress 
and  long,  for  the  church's  peace  and  tranquillity. 

Secondly f  The  next  thing  belonging  to  the  due  folemnity  of  this 
day,  will  be  the  fpiritual  improvement  of  the  whole  fcene  of  aflions, 
to  your  own  inftrudtion  and  fpiritual  advantage  \  and  this  will  be  much 
more  glorious,  than  all  the  triumphant  arches,  royal  robes,  thunder- 
ing guns,  and  loud  acclamations  of  the  people.  To  this  purpofe,  I 
have  chofen  this  text,  for  the  direflion,  and  fpiritualizing  of  the  du- 
ties of  the  day.  "  Go  forth  ye  daughters  of  Zion,  and  behold  king 
Solomon,  with  the  crown  wherewith  his  mother  crowned  him,  ia. 
the  day  of  his  efpoufals,  and  in  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  his  heart-** 

This  book  of  the  Canticles,  is  a  fy\nt\xd\epithalamiurn^fang  in  parts, 
betwixt  the  heavenly  bridgroom  and  the  bride.  The  matter  of  it  is 
moft  fpiritual  and  weighty,  the  fiile  of  it  rapturous  and  lofty,  the  in- 
timate union  and  communion  of  Chrift  and  the  church,  is  elegantly 
illuftrated  in  an  allegory  of  marriage :  But  nothing  i;5  found  here  light, 
or  obfceue. 

■     Procul  hinci  prpcul  effe  profani ; 
Nil  tic  nifi  cqftumj^ 
It  is  a  cryftal  ftream  of  piu*e  fpiritual  bve,  fliding  fweetly  betwixt  two 
pleafant  banks,  Chrift  and  the  church, 

In  th^  ninth  and  tenth  verfes  you  have  the  defcription  of  a  trium- 
phant chariot,  prepared  by  king  Solomon  fqr  the  daughters  of  Jerufa- 
lem  :  «*  The  pillars  thereof  of  filver,  the  bottom  of  gold,  the  covering 
of  purple,  and  the  midft  thereof  paved  with  love."  A  chariot  is  an  in- 
llrumient  framed  for  eafy,  fafe,  and  honourable  conveyance:  This 
chariot  is  the  covenant  of  grace,  fitted  by  Chrift  for  the  fafe  and  hpn- 
ourable  tranfporting  of  his  bride,  the  church,  through  this  world,  to 
her  ftately  pavilion,  or  glorious  maniion  in  the  higheft  heavens. 

But  how  ftately  and  magnificent  foever  this  royal  chariot  be,  he 
that  contrived  and  framed  it  is  much  more  glorious  to  behold :  And 
therefi^re  in  the  next  words,  which  are  my  text,  believers  are  fummon- 
ed,  and  invited  to  behold  and  contemplate  Chrift,  that  framed  it : 
<<  Go  forth,  ye  daughters  of  Zion,  and  behold  king  Solomon,  with 
bis  crown,"  &:c.  In  which  words  we  have, 
!•  The  Jpe^ators  fummoned,  or  invited. 
2.  The  JpeSiacie  they  are  invited  to  fee. 


*  Hence»  fu  heace  what  e*cr*t  profane : 
There's  aovght  to  feed  yovr  nocballe  flsub^ 
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1.  The ^ffators  invited  5  the  daughters  of  Zion.  By  Zioni  un- 
derhand the  church ;  and  by  the  daughters  of  Zion,  the  members  of^ 
the  church, ^ or  every  particular  believer:  Thcfc  are  here  invited j  or 
fummoned  to  go  forthi  i.  e.  of  their  entangling,  diverting  temptations: 
and  to  behold,  viz.  by  the  eye  of  faith,  this  moft  glorious,  and  heart- 
ravifhing  obje  A. 

2.  The  J^effacle  they  arc  invited  to  behold  and  contemplate ;  king 
Solomon  with  his  crowfty  is^c,  the  moft  illuflrious,  glorious,  and  ravifh- 
ing  fight  that  ever  the  eyes  of  men  did,  or  (hall  behold.  By  king  Solo- 
mon, underhand  Chrifc ;  of  whom  Solomon  in  this  book,  is  the 
figurcj  or  fliadow  ;  yet  one  to  whom  Solomon,  in  all  his  glory  was  but 
a  depainted  fun  on  a  iign-poft,  to  the  fun  in  the  mid  heavens,  (hining 
in  all  his  glory, 

,  And  by  his  crown,  under fland  not  any  material  crown,  as  that  of 
Solomon's  was  \  but  the  glory  and  honour  that  is  put  upon  Chrift,  the 
king  of  Zion ;  of  which  glory  a  crown  is  the  emblem. 

What  crown  is  here  meant,  interpreters  are  not  all  agreed  about  it^ 
fbme  would  have  it  to  be  underftood  of  our  human  nature,  which  he 
was  crowned  withal  by  his  mother  Mary,  of  whpm  he  took  it :  But 
though  this  aflumption  of  our  nature,  put  fuch  a  crown  of  gbry  upon 
•  It  as  it  never  had  before,  yet  it  was  rather  ^n  obfcuring  of  Chnft's 
glory,  than  any  addition  of  glory  to  him- 

Others  interpret  it  of  the  crown  of  thoriis,  with  which  his  mother 
(the  Jewith  church  or  fynagogue)  crowned  him  in  the  day  of  his  pafSon 
at  Jerufalem ;  But  this  feems  to  be  as  Iiard  and  foreign  a  fenfe  as  the 
former. 

The  moft  judicious  expofitors  are  agreed  in  a  third  fenfe.  vi?5.  That, 
by  the  crown  on  Chrifl's  head,  we  are  to  underftand  that  glory  and 
honour,  which  believers  give  unto,  or  put  upon  Chrift,  when  in  the 
day  of  their  efpoufals  to  him  by  faith,  renouncing  Satan,  fin,  and  all 
that  had  exercifed  dominion  over  them  before,  with  all  truft  and  de- 
pendence on  any  righteoufnefs  of  their  own,  they  give  their  deliberate, 
full,  and  hearty  confent,  that  Chrift  alone  fhall  reign  over  them  for 
ever  and  ever ;  faying,  *<  The  Lord  is  pur  King,  the  Lord  is  our 
Judge,  the  Lord  is  our  Law-gjver.*'  Chrift  is  "  the  Lord  ourrighte- 
odnefs,"  ,and  in  all  things  we  will  obey  hiqi.  This  Chrift  eftccms  as 
a  crown  of  glory  put  upon  his  head,  in  the  day  of  his  efpoufals,  and 
ip  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  his  hejirt.  There  is  pp  fuch  honour, 
Qo  fuch  pieafure  a  ^oor  finner  can,give;.to  Chrift,  as  to  believe  in 
him  i  this  is  as  the  puttiqg  of  a  crown  of  glory  upon  his  head.  It  is 
true,  it  adds  np  glory  to  hipn,  but  it  is  the  grcateft  mjinifeftation  of 
his  glory,  we  are  capable  to  make. 

Objeftion.  But  then  it  will  be  objeSfeJ,  in  what  fenfe  believers  can  he 
tolerably  Jailed  his  mother?  For  the  text  tells  us,  it  was  the  crown  his  mother 
put  upon  him, 

Anfwer.  They  may  be  fo  ftiled  in  a  double  refpe£l: 

(i.)  Becaufc  Chrift  is  formed  in  every  believer,  he  is  (in  a  fpiptu^ 
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ienfe)  conceited  and  formed  in  their  fouls,  as  the  child  is  formed  in 
its  mother's  womb.  So  the  apoftle  fpeaks.  Gal.  iv,  19.  «  My  little 
children,  of  whom  I  traTail  again  in  birth,  till  Chrift  be  formed  ia. 
you.*' 

(a.)  In  refpeftof  the  dear  afie£tion  Chrift  bears  to  every  {bul  that 
believeth  in  him.  No  man  loves  his  brother,  fifter,  or  mother,  as 
Chrift  efteems  and  loves  believers,  Mark  iii.  34.  when  he  was  told, 
his  mother  and  brethren  were  without  feeking  him  ;  he  faid,  ^<  Be* 
hold  my  mother,  and  may  brethren :  For  whofoever  ihall  do  the 
will  of  God,  the  fame  is  my  brother,  and  fifter,  and  mother."  The 
day  of  a  tinner's  confent  to  come  under  Chrift's  government,  is  the  day 
of  his  efpoufals,  2  Cor.  xt.  2*  and  the  day  of  a  finner's  efpoufals  to 
Chrift,  is  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  his  heart,  Luke  xv.  32.  Thus 
you  have  the  parts  and  fenfe  of  the  text.  The  point  from.it  is 
this: 

DoA.  That  the  day  of  a  believer's  efpoufals  to  Chrift  bv  faithy  is  to  Chrifi 
as  the  day  of  a  kings  coronation  is  to  him^  even  the  day  of  the ^ai* 
nefs  of  lis  heart. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  what  we  find  in  Luke  x.  2i.  where  the  Spi- 
rit hath  carefully  recorded  one  hour  of  joy  in  the  life  of  Chrift ;  for 
he  had  not  many,  being  a  man  of  forrows,  and  acquainted  with  grief. 
<<  In  that  hour,  Jefus  rejoiced  in  fpirit,"  faith  the  text :  And  what 
hour  wias  that  ?  Why,  it  was  the  fame  hour  in  which  the  feventy  re- 
turned with  thefe  joyful  tidings  to  him ;  <'  Lord,  even  the  devils  are 
fubjeA  to  us  through  thy  name,"  ver.  17.  The  hour  when  Chrift 
faw  <<  Satan  felling  as  lightning  from  heaven,"  ver.  18.- his  kingdom 
tottering,  his  forces  routed  by  the  gofpel,  his  futiefb  running  away  to 
Chrift,  from  under  his  cruel  bondage,  and  made  willing  to  come  un- 
der his  government :  "  In  that  hour,  Jefus  rejoiced  in  fpirit.*  This 
was  jbyful  news  to  Chrift,  it  was  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  his  heart : 
He  had  now  got  a  new  throne  in  the  fouls  of  poor  finners,  over 
whom  the  devil  and  fin  had  reigned  j  this  was  a  crown  of  glory  to 
Chrift. 

In  opening  this  point,  I  ftiall  difcourfe  thefe  three  things : 

(i.)  In  what  rcfpeft  a  finners  efpoufals  to  Chrift  refembles  the  day 
of  a  king's  coronation  over  hiSkTubjefts. 

(2.)  Wherein  thefe  two  days  differ  each  from  other. 

(3.)  On  what  accounts  it  is  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  Chrift's  heart, 
as  the  text  calls  it. 

And  then  apply  it. 

Let  me  fliew  the  refemblances  and  agreements  which  are  betwixt 
the  day  of  a  king's  coronation,  and  the  day  of  a  finner's  efpoufals  to 
Chrift.  by  faith.     And  this  will  appear  in  fix  refpeAs : 

(1.)  A  king  that  is  duly  crowned  over  his  fubjedts,  hath  a  lawful 
right  to  govern  them,  either  by  lineal  defcent,  conqucft,  or  compaft. 
Solomon  had  his  right  and  title  to  the  kingdom,  by  defcent  from  his 
royal  father  David,  who,  by  his  laft  wi^  and  teftament,  conftituted 
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and  appointed  him  to  be  his  immediate  fncceflbr  upon  tht  throne  oi 
Ifirael,  i  Kings  i.  3;.  The  Roman  Csfar's  title  to  that  kingdom, 
was  bf  conqueft,  and  tbb  title  was  legitimated  not  only  by  the  Jews 
acknowledgment  of  it,  but  alTo  by  Chrift's  exprefi  owning  it,  and  ful>> 
inii&on  to  tt.  The  people  faid,  »  We  have  no  king  but  Caefar," 
John  six.  15.  And  Chnft  owned  it,  Luke  as*  25.  when  he  had 
paid  tribute,  £iymg,  **  Give  unto  Qdar,  the  things  that  are  Cae- 
fa^s.**  Bnt  David  had  his  title  by  compaA  with,  and  voluntary  elec- 
tion of  the  people :  Abner  confers  with  the  elders  of  Ifrael  about  it, 
and  they  meet  David  at  Hebron,  and  there  chufe  him  king,  in  the 
room  of  Saul,  1  Sam.  ▼..!,  2,  3,  4,  5.  and  that  incoafideration  of  the 
eminent  fervice  he  had  performed  for  that  kingdom,  in  delivering  them 
from  their  mortal  enemies  the  Pbiliftines,  enemies  to  their  religion, 
and  ciril  liberties.  And  certainly,  the  crown  of  Ifrael  was  not  a  re- 
ward above  the  merit  of  fuch  a  performance.  <<  Then  came  all  the 
tribes  of  Ifrael  to  David  unto  Hebron,  and  faid,  Behold  we  are  thy 
bone,  and  thy  fleih.  Alfo  in  time  pad,  when  S^ul  was  kmg  over  us, 
thou  waft  he  that  leddeft  out,  and  broughteft  in  Ifrael :  And  the  Lord 
faid  to  thee,  Thou  ihalt  feed  my  people  Ifrael ;  and  thou  (halt  be  a 
captain  over  Ifrael.  So  all  the  elders  of  Ifrael  came  to  the  king  to 
Hebron,  and  kbg  David  made  a  league  with  them  in  Hebroih  b&re 
the  Lord :  And  they  anointed  David  king  over  Israel.'' 

But  Chrift  hath  right  to  reign  over  our  fouls,  by  all  thefe  titles  and 
claims :  The  throne  of  our  fouls,  by  hb  FatheP$  conftitution  and  de- 
cree, Ffalm  ii.  6.  <<  Yet  have  I  fet  my  king  upon  my  holy  hill  of 
Ziofr',''  by  conqoeft,  for  he  wins  it  by  the  fw<^d  (rf*  hb  Spirit]^  before 
he  poflefieth  it,  2  Cor.  z«  4,  5.  he  cafts  down  by  fpiritual  weapons 
all  that  oppofeth,  and  brings  every  thought  into  obedience  to  him. 
And  he  hath  right  alfo,  by  confent  and  compaA,  Pfakn  ex.  3.  <<  The 
people  (hall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power.**  Of  which  marc 
anon. 

(2.)  On  the  coronation-day,  kings  appear  in  all  their  royal  robes, 
glittering  jewels^  and  all  the  luftre  that  can  be  put  upon  them }  they 
ihine  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  more  glorioufly  than  all  that  are  about 
them.  Feiui  funa,  indr  minora  Jidera ;  There  is  none  like  him,  in 
the  beauty  of  his  ornaments.  Much  more  doth  Chrift  excel  all  0- 
thers  in  beauty  and  glory,  m  the  eyes  of  thofe  that  chufe  him  for 
their  Lord  and  King,  i  Pet.  ii.  17.  «  To  you  that  believe,  he  is 
precious."  Hr</xib  Honour  itfclf.  Col.  i.  17.  «.He  is  before  all 
things ;  not  only  in  time,  or  in  order,  but  in  real  dignity,  and  folid 
glory  and  excellency.  So  his  fpoufe  pronounceth  him,  Pfalm  xlv.  2. 
<*  Thou  art  fairer  than  the  children  of  men  -,  grace  is  poured  into 
thy  lips."  And  Cant.  v.  10.  «  My  beloved  is  white  and  ruddy ;  the 
chiefeft  among  ten  thoufand."  Examine  and  mark  all  the  creatures 
in  both  woslds,  angeb  and  men,  and  they  bear  no  more  proportion 
to  Chrift  in  glory,  than  a  glow-worm  to  the  fun. 

(3.)  On  the  coronation-day,  the  confent  of  the  people  b  demand* 
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ed,  and  given.  Conient  was  demanded  by  Abner,  in  the  belialf  of 
David,  2  Sam.  iiL  17,  18.  and  freely  giren  by  them>  ia  order  to  Da- 
vid's coronation,  a  Sam.  v.  i,  a,  3,  4«  Thus  at  the  consnation  of 
our  kings,  the  confent  of  the  nobles  and  commonalty  is  demanded 
on  the  public  theatre,  in  thefe  words : 

<<  T  HERE  prefent  you  fuct  an  one,  (naming  the  king)  the  right- 
<f  X  ^^  inheritor  of  the  crown  of  this  realm :  Are  yon  wilKng  to 
«  do  your  homage,  fervice^  and  do  bounden  duty  to  faim  ?" 

And  they  fay, 
««  TTT^  arc  willing ;  or  fignily  they  are  fo,  by  their  loud  and  joy- 
•*    VV     *^1  acclamations.*' 

So  it  is,  when  Cbrift  is  crowned  Sang  over  the  foul ;  hb  right  19 
aflerted,  and  their  confent  demanded  by  his  ambaflad<»Y ;  the  betiever 
manifefts  his  hearty  conCbnt,  Pfalm  ex.  3.  «  Thy  people  (hall  be 
vrilling  in  the  day  of  thy  power.^    And  over  all  that  arc  made  truly 
willing  to  rec^ve  him,  he  reigns,  and  invefts  them  with  ail  the  pri- 
vileges of  his  kingdom,  John  i.  1 2.     The  unbeliever  is  not  willing  to 
come  under  Chris's  government.  John  v.  4.  Tou  wiil  not  come  to  me, 
f€C.    And  the  iflue  of  their  unwillingnefs,  is  their  eternal  ruin,  Luke 
zix.  ay.  <<  But  thofe  mme  enemies,  that  would  not  that  I  fliould 
rcrgn  over  them ;  bring  them  hither,  and  flay  them  before  me.'*  Now 
to  make  a  foul  truly  willing  to  accept  Chrift's  government,  and  give 
his  confent  to  him,  fonr  things  muft  be  done  upon,  and  by  {ixdx  a 
Ibul :  (i.)  He  muft  be  convinced  of  his  fin  and  mifery  ;  no  man  will 
be  wtlling  to  change  his  Lord,  whilft  he  finds  no  matter  of  complaint. 
^2.)  He  muft  know,  ftnd  deliberate  upon  the  terms  of  Chrift ;  for  an 
ignorant  perfon cannot  be faid  to  confent ;  Nonconfentity qui nonfentit,. 
Chrift  will  have  all  the  world  to  know  his  terms,  and  will  not  hide  the 
worft  and  hardeft  things  from  them,  whether  they  like  them  or  not : 
No  man  fliall  fay  afterwards,  I  was  furprized,  or  impofed  upon ;  had 
I  known  this,  I  had  never  confented  to  be  a  Chriftian.    Therefore 
the  hardeft  terms  of  ChriPiianity  are  plainly  propounded,  Luke  sdv. 
a6.  and  that  to  cut  off*  all  after- pleas  and  pretences  for  refiling  from 
Chrift,  John  iffn.  i.  <«  Thefe  things  have  I  fpoken  to  you,  that  ye 
ihould  not  be  offended  in  me.*'     (3.)  Upon  deliberation,  there  of^uft 
appear  to  the  foul  that  chufeth  Chrift,  and  confents  to  his  govern- 
ment, a  preponderating  good  •,  that  Chrift,  with  all  his  reproaches 
vid  fufiTerings,  is  better  than  fin,  with  all  its  honours  and  pleafures : 
No  man  will  change  for  no  advantage,  much  lefs  to  his  lofs.    Thus 
Mofes  faw  more  glory  and  excellency '  ia  the  very  reproaches  of 
Chrift,  than  ia  all  the  treafures  of  Egypt,  or  pleafures  cdF  fin,  Heb. 
xi.  25,  a6.     O !  faith  the  foul,  though  there  be  hard  and  bitter  fuf- 
feriogs  in  the  way  of  godllnefs,  yet  it  is  infinitely  better  for  me  to  en- 
dure them  for  Chrift,  than  to  be  damned.     And  upon  balancing  the 
gains  and  lofies,  the  conveniences  and  tnconvenitoceiof  Cbriftianityy 
the  odds  appear^  great,  that  the  ibul  pronounceth  they  am  not  wof* 
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thy  to  be  compared,  Rom.  viiL  18.  (4.)  When  all  is  done;  thrte 
muft  be  a  divine  Almighty  influence  upon  the  will ;  without  whicbf 
'men  will  never  heartily  confent  to  Chrifl's  terms.  ««  No  man  (faith 
Chrift)  can  come  unto  me,  except  my  Father^  which  hath  fent  m^f 
draw  him/*  John  vi.  44.  This  influence  of  God  upon  the  will  b  in 
a  way  fuitable  to  its  nature,  Hof.  zi.  4.  and  produceth  a  confeat 
without  coadtion.  If  the  Lord  (hew  any  man  the  infinite  advantages 
that  come  and  accrue  to  his  foul  by  Chrift,  this  very  difcovery  doth, 
as  it  were,  compel  that  man  to  come  in  to  Chrift ;  as  that  expreflion 
k  ufed,  Luke  xiv.  23.  a  fcripture  vilely  abufed  in  our  times.  Chrift 
compels  none  into  his  kingdom,  as  the  Spaniards  did  the  poor  Indians 
to  baptifm,  or  as  others  have  been  compelled  to  the  Lord^s  table : 
He  will  reign  over  a  willing  people,  or  not  reign  at  all. 

(4.)  On  the  coronation-day,  a  champion  appears  on  the  king's  be- 
half, to  challenge  any  that  (hall  deny  his  right,  or  by  allurements  or 
threatenings  attempt  to  draw  his  fubjeAs  from  their  duty  aod  alle- 
giance :  He  throws  down  the  gantlet,  and  defies  the  proudeft  enemy 
the  king  hath. 

So  when  Chrift  is  crowned  King  over  the  (bills  of  hi5  people,  there 
is  a,  public  defiance  bid,  a  formal  challenge  giveOi  to  all  the  enemies 
of  Chrift  and  his  people ;  as  you  may  read  at  large,  Rom.  viii.  33, 
34t  35*  *^  ^^o  ^^li  1^7  ^t^7  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  eleft? 
Who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?  Who  (hall  (eparate  us  from  the  love 
of  Chrift  i"  Devils  and  men  are  defied  to  do  their  worft.  Chrift 
muft  reign;  till  all  his  enemies  are  put  under  his  feet :  Sin  fliall  not 
have  dominion  over  his  people,  for  they  are  not  under  the  bw,  bat 
under  grace.  Come,  Gebal,  Ammon,  and  Amalek )  come  Satan, 
and  all  his  infernal  powers  \  they  are  all  defied  in  the  name  of  Chrift. 
Believers  are  bis  own  (ubjeAs,  and  none  ihall  pluck  them  out  of  his 
hand. 

(5.)  At,  or  about|  the  coronation-day,  an  aQ  of  indemnity,  par- 
don  and  oblivion,  is  paft  and  publi(hed,  pardoning  the  ofieoces  the 
fubjeAs  had  committed  unto  that  day.  Thus  it  is  at  the  day  of  Chrift's 
coronation  over  the  believer's  foul,  and  its  efpoufals  to  him  by  feith } 
all  his  fins  are  pardoned,'  new  and  ol^,  great  and  fmaU.  And  of  this, 
proclamation  is  openly  made  in  the  gofpel,  AAs  x.  43.  <*  To  him 
give  all  the  prophets  witnefs,  that  through  his  name,  whcibever  be* 
lieveth  in  him,  (hall  receive  remiflion  of  fin."  O  glorious  pardon ! 
free  without  purchafe  \  full  without  exceptioa,  and  final  withoat  re- 
vocation. Now  there  is  a  ^aol-delivery,  the  prifon-doors  are  open, 
liberty  proclaimed  to  the  captives,  Ifa.  Ixi.  i,  a.  The  King  of  Sion 
.is  a  merciful  King,  and  his  fubjcAs  (ball  find  him  ib :  They  have 
gladded  hjs  heart,  by  accepting  his  government  \  and  he  will  glad 
theirs,  by  .his  pardons ;  The  Son  tath  made  themfree^  aod  they  are  free 
indeed, 

,    (6.)  In  a  word,  a  coronation-day  is  a  day  of  gladne(%  a  day  of  joy 
and  triajq»pb%i  j<^  difpbiys  itfclf  in  the  faces  of  all  loy^lfub^e^i  tltfxfe 
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only  that  had  rather  be  undsr  another  govemme&t^  hang  the  bead,^ 
aad  bite  the  lip. 

So  it  is  here  ;  all  that  are  loyal  fubje^  to  Je(iis  Chrift^  rejoice  exf 
ceediogly  in  his  government ;  and  it  nittft  needs  be  &>>  btcaufe  his 
kingdom  coniifts  in  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  Rom.  »v.  17.  When 
Zaccheos  canfie  under  this  King,  he  came  down  joyfullyi  Luke  zii. 
6»  9.  when  the  eunuch  received  him  for  his  Lord  and  King,  he  went 
home  rejoicing,  A£b  viu.  39.  when  Samaria  fuhmitted  to  hia  iceptre^ 
there  was  great  joy  in  chat  city,  Adts  viii.  5,  6,  7.  and  fet  the  joy  be 
what  it  will,  the  caufes  o{}oj  are  greater  than  the  joy  itielf*  Bntthofis 
that  belimg  to  Satan's  kingdom,  that  love  to  be  nQdeir  the  dominion 
of  fin,  and  hate  the  ftriflnefs  and  feverities  of  religion ;  thefe  are 
the  only  malecontents ;  thefe  fret  to  fee  Chrift^s  idngdom  enlarged^ 
and  fecretly  plot  to  deftroy  it.  Thus  we  fee  the  agreement  betwixt 
the  day  of  a  king's  coronation  over  bis  iubje£t6,  and  Chrift's  corona* 
tion  over  bdievert. 

But  though  they  harmDntzs  in  thefe  particulars,  and  divers  otfaeft 
that  may  b&>  named }  yet, 

ai^,  There  are  as  many  remarkable  diflTereaces  and  difligi«eBaeab 
betif ixt  them,  but  none  to  the  believer's  lofs  or  difadvantagt  \  for  khef 
all  fall  on  his  fide  :  As^  en.  gr. 

( I.)  It  is  not  the  privilege  of  every  fubje£t,  no,  nor  of  one  amodg 
many  thoufimds,  to  fee  the  king  who  is  Crowned  over  them,  to  heat 
his  voice,  or  give  their  etplicit  coafent  in  hb  prclence  ;  but  every  fv^ 
jtA  in  Chrift's  kingdom  doth  fee  Chrift  by  the  cft  of  fiuth.  John  vL 
40.  ff  He  that  feeth  the  Son',  anid  believeth  on  him.''  Seeing,  aad 
believiqg,are  terms  convertible ;  they?  do  all  hear  his  voiee,  and'git^ 
their  explicit  confent  to  take  him  for  thdr  King.  Union  with  Ghrift 
is  not  a  work  to  be  done  by  a  proxy,  or  repre^ntative )  but  it  it  the 
refult  of  a  folemn  debate  betirixt  Chrift  and  the  finiL     . 

(a.)  Kings  are  crowned  over  many  that  love  them^  not,  bnt  arc 
filled  with  prejudice  againft  their  perfbns  and  govemiaent*  - 

Bnt  it  cannot  be  fi>  in  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  *,  To  them  thai  ielUvi^ 
be  is  pTKkWi  I  Pet.  u.  7.  All  Chrift's  fubje£b  love  him  above  fitthlst 
or  mother,  wife  or  children,  yea,  above  their  own  lives;  otherwife 
they  cannot  be  his  fubjHSte,  Lake  xiv.  27.  They  alfo  delidlit  i*  hie 
goveranxnt,.  and  nothing  would  be^cjre  pteafant  to  their  lottls,  thaa 
to  find  every  thought  of  their  heart  btought  mto  fiibje^Bon  to  him, 
2  Cor.  x.  4,  $.  They  dare  not  confederate  with  his  enemies^  and 
will  chufe  father  to  die,  than  forfa)pe  him :  They  «U1  efteeiki  it  a  glo* 
rious -thing,  thoogh  their  right  arm  fliould  be  fevered  from  their 
Ihoulder-bbde,  for  their  regular  endeavours^  to  defead  and  fasfpbtt 
the  crown  upon  the  head  of  their  royal  Mafter. 

(3jf  The  rsbtiqn  betwixt  a  king  and  his  futjefkt,  may^  anduatlft 
be  dinoived  by  death :  death  fears  not  to  arreft  the  moft  potent  j 
narch  upon  his  thronci  and  tranfinte  his  crown  to  another  h«M* 
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.1.  Bul.bur<Kiiig»  Chrift,  lives  for  ever ;  death  hath  no  dominioo  orer 
him  :  bis  kingdom  is  an  everliiding  kingdomi  and  hb  dominion  that 

*  which  (hall  have  no  end, .  Dan.  vii.  13,  14.  Death  is  fo  far  firom  fe- 
tpiirating  Chrift,  and  his  iubje£ls»  that  it  brings  them  nearer  together 
rthanever  they  were  before;  it  brings  them  into  his  immediate  prc- 

fencei  t6  bis  facial  tifioo,  i  Cor.  xiit.  12.  and  fixes  them  therefor 
:eyer^  .1  Thcff.  ir.  s 7.  * 

(4.)  Kings  .may  degenerate  into  tyrants,  and  fubjeQs  Into  rebels^ 

•  they  may  undermine  the  laws»  ]iberties>  and  religion  of  their  people : 
«they  that  nule  oyer  the  people,  may  make  them  to  howl^  Ifa.  iii.  5. 
rThe  worid.is  tod  full  of  fuch  inftancss  and  examples ;  but  Chrid  can 
rnevdr  oppi|fchis  fubjcfb.  ^'The  fceptre  of  his  kii^dom  is  a  right 
.  fceptre*"  JNR  xlv.  6.  <<  His  yoke  is  eafy^  -and  his  burden  \s  light/' 
;Matth.  i^» J29»  ^  .And  his  true  fubje£h  can  nevtr  (hake  off  their  alle- 
•igiance  to  him  ;  they  (ball  rather  die,  than  doit. 

(5.)    Kings  win  not  permit  their  grcateft  favourites  to  fit  in  their 
^thfirocsj  it  is  their  peculiar  honour^  aud  not  communicable  to  any. 

Gen.  xli.  40.  "  Only  in  the  tlirone,  I  will  be  greater  than  thou,"*  iaftl 
t£b«raoh  to.  hi&  Jofepb.    : 
^    But  Chrift  pecmits,  and  appoints  all  his  fubjeds  to  fit  ^kh  hin 

upon  his  throne,  Rev.  iii.  21.  The  glory  which  God  jgave  him,  he 
^hat)t.gi?en  to  tfaiem»  John  xvii.  2a.  What  king  is  like  Chriil  ? 
T  (64  To  conrittde.L.the.joy  and  triumph  al  a  king's  coronation}  is 
.t>c^y  amongmen,  in  this  lower  world  %  but  the  joy  and  triumph  at 
.iGbri&ts  coronnttk^i  is  amopg  .angels  in  heaven,  Luke  xv.  7.  The  ci- 
ity  o£.Grod.hold>  afoicma  triumph  at  the  codverfion  of  a  particular 
9^i|ner.9  .what  are!  riie  (hbuts  oi  men^  to  the  jubilations  of  angels  ? 
S,  Thus  you  baye  fix  particulars  wberdn  they  agree,  and  as  maoy  in 
^jehJirhi  they  differ.         -    . 

We  come,  lA  the neit  place  to  exiqinre  tnto, 
a.'  3d(v>^:The reaJ&>Qa  .why.  Chxdft's  covonation  over  believers,  is  the 

day  of  the  gWneft.nf  hia  heart.  And  it  muft  be  fo, 
x-^-:  ( ]^)i  Jiecaufe  it  is  ChriA^s  marriago-dayi  at  lead  the  day  of  his  efpou- 
t'fak;  and  the  day^.  of  marriage,  .or  efpouiabinsa  day  of  joy  and  glad- 
9M&i.  Cbrift  hath  now  ji  new  fpouie,  a  ibul,  in  which  he  never  dwelt 
tJkAlre  ).and  a^  a  hi^igroom  rejoicctb  ovir  the  briietfi  doth  Cbrifiiner  Ar- 
r^^Vt'^f^jfa.  i)cii.  5.*  Here  is  a  new  relation  entered,  and  that  with  the 
^-King.oiJkiogs  \  the  ange]^  ofGod^oice  exceedingly  in  k,  but  much 
hmore  Cfarill,  thehleiled  Bridegroom.  ^  .  *>    .. 

*"  ^  ^•)  '^^  ^  Chrift'f ?day  -ofrcooquett  and  vi^ory  over  Satvo^  the  day 
^in-\«hicft  he  hath  odepofedf  hini  fr<)m  hits .  thsone,  Matth.  xil  29. 
l^oiivered  a :.fou],j>£ invaluable  worth  in  hi^  eyes,!Out  of  the  power 

of  darknefs,  and  tranflat^dit  icto  bis  own  kingdom.  Col.  i.  13.  and 
ia^^  Jdigr  .of  eon^deft  is  a  day  of  extraordinary  joy  and  triumphi 
i^&..  ixi  g.  .,  . 

(.^^it-ifwthcd^  in  vhichhe  receivei  the  fruit  and  reward  of  his 

bloody  travels,  and  bitter  agoniqi :  there  is  now  a  ion,  or  daughtei^ 
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born  to  God«  an  heir  born  to  the  heavenly  inheritance*  Now.  It  ir 
nioft  pleafant  and  joyful  to  Jefus  Chrift,  to  fee  of  the  travail  of  his  loul^ 
Ifa.  liii.  1 1 .  no  fttisfaftion  in  this  world  comparable  to  it.  When  ^ 
young  heir  is  born  to  the  kingdom  and  crown  of  heaveni  it  defervesa 
triumph.  .    - 

(4.)  It  Is  the  day  In  which  Chrid  finds  a  foul  that  was  loft,  Luka 
av.  5,  6.  What  joy  was  it  to  the  father  of  the  prodigal,  when  he  had 
found  his  loft  fon  ?  Luke  xv.  20.  there  was  mirth  and  mufic,  feafting 
and  rejoicing :  «  This  my  Son  was  loft,  and  is  found  j  was  dead,  and 
is  alive." 

Poor  finners  are  loft  creatures  hy  nature^  they  have  loft  their  Godf, 
and  therein  themfelves  too.  God  bath  loft,  and  the  devil  found, 
every  unregenerate  finner :  all  ftrayers  from  God  fall  to  his  (hare. 
But  this  lofs  is  not  irrecoverable 5  the  errand  and  end  for  which  Chrift 
came  into  the  world,  was  to  feek  and  to  fave  that  which  was  loft, 
Matth.  zviii.  1 1.  and  when  the  finner  that  was  loft  comes  home 'to 
him  by  repentance  and  faith,  he  obtains  the  end  of  his  incarnation, 
life,  and  death,  upon  that  foul ;  which  cannot  but  be  the  day  of  the 
jgladnefs  of  his  heart. 

If  then  the  day  of  a  king's  efpoufals,  or  marriage,  be  a  day  of  joy, 
and  gladirefs  to  his  foul ;  ifa  day  of  conqueft,  and  dividing  the  fpoils, 
ht  a  day  of  joy  to  the  conqueror,  after  a  fharp  and  bloo'dy  fight ;  if  it 
be  a  jc^  to  a  mother,  after  long  and  fore  travail,  to  embrace  in  her 
arms,  and  kils  the  child,  for  whom  fhe  endured  fo  many  bitter 
throws ;  if  it  be  a  joy  to  a  father  to  find  and  recover  a  child  that  was 
loft,  and  as  dead  to  him :  In  a  word,  if  it  be  high  delight  and  fatisfac- 
tion  to  fee  a  great  deHgn,  on  whkh  the  heart  is  intently  fet,  brought 
at  laft,  by  orderly  conduct,'  to  the  defired  happy  iflue  ;  then  lee  us 
allow  the  day  of  a  finner's  coming  into  Chrift  by  converfion,  to  be  as 
a  coronatbn*day  to  a  king,  the  day  of  his  efpoufak,  and  the  gladnei^ 
of  his  heart.  .  , 

Ufe  I.  This  point/  like  a  fruitful  root,  fends  fo^th  many  hranch« 
cs,  and  all  load  en  with  diverfity  of  fruits.  The  firft  is  for  informa- 
tion, in  feveral  inferences  from  it. 

Inference  i.  Be  informed  from  hence,  what  is  the  true  caufe  and 
reafon  of  Satan's  rage  and  fpite  againft  the  gofpel,  and  the  moft  pain- 
ful, able,  and  fuccefsfiil  preachers  of  it  in  the  world.  The  great  de- 
fign  of  the  gofpel,  and  of  all  that  fincerely  preach  it,  is  to  win  and 
perfuade  Satan's  fubjefls  to  forfake  his  cruel^  unjuft,  and  tyrannical 
government,  and  fubmit  to  the  kingdom  and  fceptre  of  the  Lor4 
Jefus.  What  is  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  but  the  founding  of  a 
tniJipet  in  the  devil's  kingdom,  to  win  his  fubje£ls  from  their  allor 
glance  to  him,  to  proclaim  another  king  in  his  territories  ?  Every 
faithful  minifter's  bufioefs  is,  to  gather  thcfe  wretched  vafTalsi  of  Satan 
together,  and  fet  before  them  the  miferable  captivity  and  bondage 
they  are  in,  under  that  tyrant  that  rules  over  them,  (whofe  laws,  like 
Dracoes,  arc  written  in  the  hl9od  of  their  foulsVJ  to  exaggerate  theS: 
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fln  and  mifeiy,  and  to  kt  them  know  how  willing  ChriCV  is  to  receive 
•  and  fave  thcm^  if  they  will  renounce  and  abandon  Satan's  goremment. 
To  fet  before  them  the  blefled  freedom,  and  glorioos'privlleges  of  the 
ibbjeds  of  Chrift;  to  befeecb and  perfuade  them  to  breakaway  from 
thfsir  old  cruel  mafter,  and  come  over  to  Chrid :  to  anf wer  all  their 
]pieas  and  objedions  againft  it,  and  to  denounce  the  wrath  of  God  a- 
gainft  all  the  refufers  of  ChriA's  gracious  proclamation.  Now  Satur 
M  not  ignorant  of  all  this  \  he  efteems  the  lofs  of  one,  much  more  the 
xevolt  of  many  a  greater  mifphief,  than  a  king  reckons  the  lo(s  of  a 
kingdom:  and  to  fee  them  break  away  from  him,  and  be  lifted 
to  fight  againft  him  \  O  how  it  grates  that  envious  fpirit^  and  fharpens 
kis  malice  againft  the  inftniments  and  agents  in  this  work  I  <  This,  as 
^  *  late  worthy  fpeaks,  torments  the  foul  fpirit,  to  fee  himfelf  forfaken 
6i  his  old  friends  and  fervants^  and  this  new  Lord  to  come  and  take 
away  his  {bbjcAs  from  him.  Hence  come  perfecutions,  flandersj  &c. 
bi  mowers,  upon  Chrifl's  faithful  minifters/  He  knows  his  kingdom 
of  darknefs  muft  vanifh,  as  the  light  of  the  gofpel  rifes,  and  fpreads 
itfelf.  You  read,  Rev.  xiv.  6,  7.  of  "  an  angel  flying  in  the  midtt  of 
heaven,  having  the  everlafting  gofpel  to  preach  to  them  that  dwell  on 
the  earth."  And  in  vcr.  8.  you  have  another  angel  following  him, 
faying,  Babylon  is  fallen^  is  fallen  i  that  great  city!  No  fooner  is  the 
two-edged  (word  of  the  gofpel  drawn,  but  the  next  voice  is,  Viftory  f 
"victory !  He  knows  every  home-charge  made  by  the  golpel,  will  Hlnc 
!n  a  rout  of  his  infernal  legions.  Now  miniflers  coming  forth  againft 
him  as  heralds,  to  proclaim  Chrift's  right,  and  as  captains  of  the  army 
of  Chrift,  their  general }  he  owes  them  a  particular  grudge,  and  fecks 
every  way  to  ftop  their  mouths,  and  deftroy  their  perfons.  And  (iire^ 
ly  he  hath  puflied  hard  at  them,  and  made  defperate  attempts  againft 
tliem,  in  our  days.  No  doubt  but  it  was  reckoned  a  great  fcrvice 
Hone  him,  to  fiiut  up  the  mouths  of  fo  many  at  once;  but  the  time 
draws  nigh,  that  Babylon  muft  fall,  and  thofe  that  could  not  lately 
ftew  their  faces  on  earth,  muft  fty  In  the  midft  of  heaven,  with  the 
everlafting  gofpel.  The  dead  witncfies  of  Chrift  dall  hear  ihort}y  a 
great  voice  from  heaven,  faying,  Ccme  up  bither;  and  they  fhall  at 
cend  in  a  cloudy  their  enemies  beholding,  but  not  able  any  more  to 
hinder  them. 

Infertnee  2.  How  caufelefs,  and  altogether  groundlcfi,  arc  thcdlf- 
couragemenents  and  fears  of  humbled  and  convinced  finncrs,  that 
Jefus  Chrift  will  rcjefl:  them,  and  flxut  the  door  of  mercy  againft 
them,  if  they  fliould  go  to  him,  and  caft  their  poor  ftnful  foul  upon 
him  by  faith  ? 

Certainly  fuch  perfons  fear,  where  no  fear  is.  That  which  is  the 
command  of  Chrift,  the  earneft  defire  of  his  fbul,  that  a£l  which 
makes  his  heart  glad,  as  the  text  fpeaks  5  can  never  meet  with  fuch 
a^repulfe  as  you  fear.  Was  ever  any  king  unwilling  to  have  the  crown 
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fet  upon  his  head?  Do  duy  uie  to  frown  opon  their  fabyeds  that  are 
upon  the  knee,  tendering  their  homage  ana  aliepance  to  them  i  No>» 
it  is  the  day  of  the  gladnefi  of  their  hearts.  Renounce  thy  old  maAer 
Satan,  give  a  bill  oi  divorce  to  thofe  lufts  which  have  ttigoed  ovet 
thy  foal,  ponder  well  Chrift's  ^erms,  and  heartily  conleat  to  diem^ 
and  try  whether  he  will  not  quickly  confute  thcfe  vain  fears  of  thiae« 
and  fully  make  good  his  gracious,  fweet,  and  moft  encouraging  wordy 
John  ¥1.  37.  <'  Him  that  cometh  unto  me^  1  will  in  no  wifecaft  owt.** 
A  fweet  encouragement  to  a  coming  foul !  And  becaufe  fenfe  of  saiK 
and  unworthinefi  ufually  doubles  their  fears,  Chrift  hath  canted  a 
double  negative  to  be  put  into  that  text,  on  purpofe  to  obviate-  their 
fears,  and  diicouragements ;  ^  ^n  vkSoXw  i{«  :  I  will  not,  no,  I  wfll  notf 
or,  as  we  render,  **  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  him  out/'  Ads  of  delight 
flow  freely,  and  eaGly,  and  fo  doth  this. 

Inf.  3.  What  an  high  and  honourable  relation  doth  faith  bring  the 
foul  of  a  finner  into !  The  day  of  converiSon  is  the  day  of  chat  foul's 
eipoufals  to  Chrift. 

A' king  from  heaven  make$  fuit  for  a  poor  finner^s  heart,  woo8  for 
union  with  iinful  creatures,  rejoices  exceedingly,  when  he  wins  their 
confent,  and  efpoufes  them  forever  to  htmfelf,  when  he  obtains  it;  for 
conlraBus  is  nothing  elfe,  but  confdnfus  explicatut ;  a  contrad  is  cbnfeot 
explained,  in  affirmative  plain  words,  de  praftnti.  I  do  difchum,  and 
for  ever  renounce  all  others ;  and  willingly  yield  up  my  heart  and  life 
to  Jefos  Chrift.  Now,  ex  contraSfu  oritur  vinculum^  an  oUigation  re^ 
fults  from  this  contract  with  Chrift,  and  a  moft  honourable  myftical 
vnion  with  him.  "  He  that  is  joined  to  the  Lord,  is  one  fpirit,''  i 
Cor.  vi.  17.  The  greateft  honour  that  was  ei^er  put  upon  the  human 
nature,  was  by  its  aftumption  into  union  with  the  Son  of  God,  hy* 
poftatically ;  and  the  greateft  honour  that  can  be  done  to  our  perfonti 
is  by  our  union  with  Chrift,  myftically ;  hereby  we  become  <<  Mem- 
bers of  his  body,  of  his  fleih,  and  of  his  bones,"  £ph.  v.  30.  the  fpoufe 
of  Chrift.  O  what  a  preferment  is  this !  What  foul  feels  not  ttfelf 
lifted  np  far  above  all  earthly  honours,  in  foch  a  relation  to  Chrift  as 
this  ?  The  nobles  and  barons  of  the  kingdoms,  think  it  a  preferment 
to  ferve  the  queen ;  and  the  angels  of  heaven  do  not  think  themfelves 
degraded,  by  performing!  Service  to  the  t»ride,  the  Lamb's  wife.  WeH 
might  great  Conflantine  prefer  the  honour  of  being  a  member  of  the 
church,  to  that  of  being  head  of  an  empire. 

Let  all  the  faints  underftand  their  dignity  and  privileges,  by  this 
their  honourable  union  with  Chrift  ;  and  with  it  let  them  balance  aH 
the  reproaches^  fcorns,  and  contempts,  this  vile  world  loads  them  with 
for  his  fake. 

Inference  4.  Be  informed  hence ^  of  the  dreadfid  and  damning  nohe^e 
<f  the  Jin  of  unbelief :  ajin  that  que/tionSf  yeal  denies^  Cbr^s  right  to  nde 
over  the  foul  i  blinds  the  mindf  hardens  the  heart  f  f if  ens  the  tviHf  and 
makes  the  foul  obftinate  and  inftembk  to  all  the  gracious  tenders  cf  ChfUt  tM 
thigo^el.' 
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Unbdief  is'  the  poifoiMnis  breath  of  Satao,  whifpering  jealonfies, 
liinnifes,  and  dangerous  prejudices  againft  Chrift  into  the  ear  of  the 
foul,  ami  aU  tending  to  tliis  mifchi«Yous  defign  and  purpofe,  viz .  to 
htnder  or  break  the  treaty  of  the  fpiritual  marriage  betwixt  Chrift  and 
)tbe  fouL  Now  it  will  be  digging  at  t|ie  verj  root  and  foundation  of 
'the  aflenting  aQ,  and  f hiis  it  whiTpers,  bow  -canft  thou  be  fure  of  the 
realitf  of  the  things  reported  in  the  gofpel  ?  Is  tt  not  poifible  they 
snajbe  devifed  fabies,  the  cunning  artifices  of  men^  to  keep  the  world 
in  awe  ?  Thou  never  faweft  Cimit,  for  whofe  fake  thou  art  fo  earn* 
€ft]y  ibiicited  to  renounce  all  thy  real,  (weet,  and  prefent  comforts  and 
enjoyments.  Then  it  dilates  rhctoripally  upon  the  fcvere  terms  of  the 
gofpel,  adviies  the  foul  to  think  iadly,  bow  hard,  grievous,  and  unrea- 
fonable  the  demands  of  Chrift  are^  Luke  xiv.  a6.  <<  If  any  man  come 
to  me,'and  hate  not  his  father  and  mother,  wife  and  children,  brethren 
and  fifters,  yea,  and  bis  own  life  alio,  be  cannot  be  my  difciple.'' 

How  likcA  thou  this,  feul  ?  Here  are  all  thy  principal  comforts, 
thy  moft  dear  and  defirable  things  in  the  world,  both  perfcnal  and  re«> 
iative,  to  be  forfafccn,  yea,  hated  for  Chrift's  fake :  the  terms  are  fct 
fo  high,  that  a  man  muft  iofe  his  brains  and  bowels  too,  faith  unbelief^ 
before  he  can  be  wrought  up  to  them.  Canft  thcu  endure  to  fee  a U 
the  labours  of  thy  Hfc  to  become  a  prey  to  thine  enemies  ?  That  which 
hath  coft  thee  fo  much  ftudy  and  toil,  fcattered  and  deftroyed  in  a  day, 
wheii  it  is  yet  in  the  power  of  thine  hand  to  fave  all ;  thy  habitation 
to  caft  thee  out,  thy  pleafaat  fields  poffefled  by  ftrangers :  Irnpius  kcs 
fegetes  /  haft  thou  hardinefs  enough  to  encounter  beggary  ?  to  fight 
with  hunger,  thirft,  and  nakednels  ?  to  lie  in  a  nafty  gaol^  to  endure 
a  parting  pull  with  neartft  relatives,  which  are  as  thine  own  foul : 
fiut  yet  there  are  harder  trials  than  thefe.  Canft  thou  endure  a  tor- 
menting death,  by  cruel  barbarous  enemies  ;  Canft  thou  fland  quietly 
at  a  flake,  and  endure  the  ezquifite  torments  of  the  fire,  and  that  in 
the  fulnefsof  thy  time,  whilft  thou  art  in  the  flower  of  thine  age,  fuK 
viefs  of  thy  fenfes,  and  liaft  fo  fair  a  profpeA  of  many  pleafant  years 
before  thee ;  and  all  this  for  an  unfeen  glory  in  another  world  ? 
^f  hefe  are  the  feeling  arguments  urged  by  infidelity,  againft  embra^ 
cing  Chrift's  overtures  in  the  gofpel,  or  coming  under  the  fceptre  of 
this  new  Lord :. and  with  how  many  do  they  prevail  \  thus  Satan  fixes 
his  fubjeds,'  and  makes  them  fccure  to  himielf. 

But  finner,  if  God  have  any  intention  of  faving  mercy  to  thy  foul, 
ihou  (halt  feel  the  mere  potent  principles  of  divine  faith  and  love  o- 
verpowering  and  ft^bafiing  thefe  carnal  reafbnings  within  thy  foul. 
It  is  admiraUe  to  behold  the  Alipighty  influences  of  grace  upon  na«* 
ture ;  how  the  drawings  of  the  Spirit,  his  omnipotent  pull  at  the 
heart,  makes  the  ftrongeft  ties  this  world  hath  upon  it,  co  give  way, 
and  eafily  to  locfe.  Mark  x*  23.  <  Lord,  we  have  left  all,  and  fol- 
'iowed  thee/  If  not,  bur  thou  be  fixedly  refolved  not  to  change  Sa- 
tan's government  for  Chrift's ;  if  thou  fay  in  thy  heart,  and  fhmd  to 
that  iaying,  I  will  never  confent  to  fuch  hard  conditions  }  then  hear 
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tbyfentence»  read  thy  micttmus,  Luke  aux;  27.  <  But  thafe  mine 
enemies,  that  wauld  not  that  I  flbould  reign  tiver.  them  i  tMring  hither 
and  flay  them  before  me/  The  fentence  h  dreadfuli  the  execution 
fure }  thy  unbelief  will  as  furely  damn  thee,  as  a  mitOone  about  thy 
neck,  in  the  midft  of  the  fea,  will  drown  thee,  Martxi^,.  16.. «  He 
that  believeth  not«  (ball  be  damned/  Thou  haft  caft  the  vtkft  dis- 
honour uptfn  Chrift,  thou  haft  rejefied  the  pnl)r  way  of  faivation-; 
and  vrhdX  can  the  ifliie  of  thy  final  unbelief  be>  but  ruin  and  deftruc* 
tion  ?  • 

Ufe  II.  My  next  work  will  be  perfuafive  wtork»  to  gain  the  confcnt 
of  the  fouls  to  come  under  the  fceptie  and  government  of  Cfarift  ;  to 
make  his  heart  glad,  and  yourfclvcs  happy  for  ever,  by  your  efpouiab 
to  him  :  And  O  that  Icoi»ld  this  dayib  repreient  this  long  in hi& glo- 
ry, fo  difcover  the  miferable  thraldom  you  are  in>  under  Satxiv.  and 
your  lufts;  fo  clear  up  the  reafonableoefs  and  eafinefs  of  Chrift'a  terms 
and  demands,  that  there  might  be  as  cheerful  and  hearty  (tho*  not 
fo  loud  and  audible)  an  applaufe,  and  acclamations  returned  to  my  de- 
mand of  your  content to»  Chnft,  as  this  day  are,,  or  ever  were  at  the 
coronation  of  any  king. 

.1.  And  to  this  end,  firft  confidcr  the  glory  and  dignity  of  the  per- 
fon  of  Chrift ;  he'4s  the.Son^  God  by  nature,  the  brighrnefs  of  his 
glory,  and  the  exprcfs  image  of  his.perfon>  Heb.  i.  3.  <!  He  is  the 
Prinze  ot  the  kings  of  the  earth,"  Rev.  i.  j.  The  moft  glorious  mo* 
narch  that  ever  fwayed  a  fceptre  over  men,'  is  bat  as  a  worm  of  the 
earth)  or  as  a  deiptcable  infe^  in  the-atr,  compared  with  Salomon  in 
his  gloryi  themgft  perfeAbeahity^ in  .the. creatures,  beneath  or  above^ 
is  blackncfs  and  deformity,  in  comparifon  with  Chriit :  The  beauty  of 
Tofe^  liUesx  fun,  ftars,  angels,  is  not  worthy  to  be  mentioned  in  com- 
parifon with  Chrift :  ^  Thou  art  fairer  (faith  his  f^oufe)  than  the  fons 
of  men.'f  None  ever  faw  him  favingly  by  the  eye  of -faith,  but  were 
charmed  into  his  bofom  by  love.  •  The  facial  vifion  of  Chrift  is  the 
feaft  of  bleficd  fouls  above.     « 

The  king  of  glory  makes  fuit  for  your  hearts  this  day  \  he  woos 
for  your  confent ;  he  pailtd  by.  apoftate  angels,  not  oiice  making  them 
a  tender  of  reconciliation  or  union,  but  comes  to  you  in  his  red  gar- 
ments, glorious  in  his.apparel :  he  ihed  his  invaluabk  blood  to  redeem 
yon  to  God  ;  he  loVed  youj  and  gave  himfelf  for  you  :  if  there  be  a 
drop  of  love  in  your  hearts,  methinks  the  excellency  of  Chrift  fliould 
cxtraAr  and  engage  it.  Wfite  that.man  a  beaft,  a  fenfelefs  ftock,  that 
hath  no  love  for  Chrift. 

2.  Confider,  What  a  blefiedftate,  aboundiog  with  glorious  and  inva- 
luable privileges,  your  copfent  to  be  Cbrift's  isintroduAive  to:  it  opens 
to  all  privileges,  mercies,  and  bleifings,  defirabie  in  the  eyes  of  men  ; 
it  opens  mco  freedom  and  liberty,  from  the  v^fiaiage  of  Satan,  the  fer- 
vitudeof  fin,  the  curfe  of  the  law,  the  danger  of  wrath  to  come. 
John  viii.  36.  "  If  the  Son,  therefore,  malcc  you  free,  then  are  ye 
£r«  im^pci**.  It  opcps  (be  door,  into  reft  and  peace  ^peace  v/k\x  God^ 
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peace  9l  your  own  confcieaccst  Rom.  v.  i,  2,  3*  The  delicioBfnefi 
of  peace  you  never  yet  tafted,  who  are  (Irangera  to  Chrift ;  nor  ever 
flull,  till  you  confent  to  be  hk.  Rev.  ii.  17.  This  (hall  be  your  fup- 
port^  imidft  ail  the  confiifioas  and  diftradlons,  hurries  and  tumult, 
of  this  reftlels  and  unquiet  world,  Mic.  ▼.5.  <>  This  man  Ihall  be  the 
peace  when  the  Aflyrian  cometh  into  our  landi  and  when  he  (hall  tread 
m  our  .palaces/'  Chrift  hath  pltdied  his  ftandard  in  the^fpel  %  re* 
pair  unto  it,  come  under  his  baaneri  and  lift  yourfelves  among  his 
fiiithfol  fubje£ls,  and  the  glory  of  the  world  to  come  is  yours,  if  you 
overcome,  and  be  faithful  unto  death,  Rev.  iiL  ai.  Thefubje£h  of 
Chrift,  in  this  kingdom  of  grace,  are  (hortly  to  be  all  tranflated  into 
the  kingdom  of  glory,  Rom.  viii.  30. 

3.  Confider  the  miferable  bondage  you  are  now  in,  over  wfaiMn  Sa- 
tan mk^  and  how  your  condition  ftill  grows  worfe  and  worfe,  till  it 
ihall  not  be  cs^Mihle  of  any  further  addition  of  mifery,  to  make  it  more 
abfelttteiy  and  .completely  miferable. 

Ton  are  now  without  God,  without  a  promiie,  without  peace,  with- 
out the  pardon  of  one  fin,  Eph^  ii.  rz.  You  have  no  communion 
with  God,  nor  title  to  heaven ;  flaves  to  your  ibrdid  lufts.  Tit.  iii.  3. 
you  sere  under  the  curfe,  Ggl.  iii.  i  o.  condemned  already,  John  iii.  1 8. 
and  whenever  you  die  out  of  Chrift,  you  (hall  die  in  your  fins,  John 
iriii.  24.  He  that  was  your  ruler  in  the  world,  i$  to  be  both  yois: 
companion  and  tormentor  in  the  world  to  come,  Matth.  xxv.  41. 

b  this  a  condition  to  be  fatisfied  in  ?  Can  you  fleep  <joietly  ia  your 
chains  ?  O  methinks  the  poor  prifoners  of  Satan  flumld  flgh  and  cry, 
through  the  grates  of  the  prifon,  efpecially  when  they  are  informed  of 
deliverance  at  the  door. 

You  have  no  reafon  to  ftare  at  the  terms  and  oonditious  pl»op0und- 
ed  to  you  by  Chrift ;  they  are  equal,  neceflary,  am^eafy,  Matth.  xi. 
29:  «  Come  unto  me ;  my  yoke  is  eafy,  and  my  porden  is  Sght. 
His  commands  are  not  grievous,"  i  John  v.  3.  <f  All  hb  ways  arc 
pleaiantnefs,  and  all  his  paths  are  peace,"  Prov*  iii.  17.  ^  The  joy 
of  the  Lord  (ball  be  your  ftrength,"  Neh.  viii.  ro^  If  there  be  re- 
'penting  work,  believing  work,  fin-mortifying  Worki  or  fnfierfag  work 
for  you  ;  there  is  alfo  a  fuitable  proviflDn  of  divme  i^ftaaee,  to  ena- 
ble and  carry  you  through  it  all  a  Cor.  xii,.9.  «  My  grace  is  fofi- 
cient  for  thee."  If  men  caft  you  out,  God  wiH  receive  you,  a  Cor. 
vi.  17,  18.  if  any  jQiarp  trial  befad  you,  there  is  a  door  of  efeape  pre- 
pared for  your  outlet,  1  Cor.  x.  1 3.  If  you  meet  with  tt^ouble  in  the 
world,  you  (hall  not  fail  of  peace  in  Chrift,  John  xvi.  33.  If  you 
lofe  any  outward  enjoyment  for  Chrift's  fake,  it  fball  be  reconopenfed 
an  hundred-fold  in  this  world,  befides  the  reward  of  heaven  heres^- 
ter,  Matth.  xii.  29.  If  yon  be  caft  into  priibn  for  Chrift,  the  Conr- 
forter  ihall  come  irom  heaven,  and  reft  open  you  there,  i  Pet.  iv. 
13,  14.  If  you  faffer  with  him,  you  ihall  reign  with  him,  a  Tim* 
ii.   fa. 

What  think  je,  brethren,  of  Cfarift^s  terms  now  I  What  is  tfacare 
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Kere,  for  men  to  fcare  and  fright  at  ?  Can  you  mend  yourfelveir 
elfewhere  ?  O  when  (hall  the  match  be  made  ?  When  will  you  come 
to  Chrift,  and  fay,  <<  Lord,  I  heartily  confent  to  take  thee  for  mf 
King:  I  am  pleafed  with  the  hardeft  condition  required  in  tfa^ 
word?" 

4*  Laftty^  Be  convinced  of  the  unreafonablenefi  of  all  that  you  caa 
pretend  againft  this  great  duty.  If  you  fay.  The  pains  of  mortifies* 
tion  are  hard,  you  muft  in  reafon  yield,  that  the  pains  of  damnation 
are  harder,  and  that  it  is  better  for  you  to  ^*  enter  into  life,  halt  and 
maimed,  than  having  two  eyes  or  hands,  to  be  caft  into  hell ;  wheve 
the  worm  dies  not,  and  where  the  fire  is  not  quenched,"  Mattb*  y« 
29.  If  you  fay,  you  have  no  power  to  come  to  Chrift,  your  conicicn* 
ces  will  prefently  tell  you,  that  you  never  yet  put  forth  the  uttermoft 
power  that  you  have,  in  ftriving  for  your  own  falvation :  It  will  aUb 
tell  you,  that  you  fuppofe  you  have  fuch  a  power ;  elie  why  have  you 
fo  long  delayed  repentance  and  cOnverfion  upon  this  pretence,  that 
you  will  ferioufly  perform  them  hereafter  ?  Befides,  though  your  en- 
deavours do  not  oblige  God  to  do  that  for  you,  you  cannot  do  of  your- 
felves ;  yet  it  is  more  probable  he  will  do  fo,  when  you  (bive  to  your 
utmoft,  than  when  you  carelefsly  negleA  thofe  duties^  and  give  your- 
felves  up  to  the  contrary  courfes.  If  you  fay,  you  woidd  drive,  if  you 
were  afliired  of  fuccefs,  and  that  you  ihould  be  received  and  accepted 
by  Chrift,  if  you  came  unto  him,  and  did  caft  your  poor  fouls  upon 
him )  you  can  anfwer  yourfelves,  if  you  will,  that  you  daily  ipend  your  - 
time,  pains,  and  ftudies,  upon  lefier  things,  having  no  affiirance  at  all 
of  fuccefs.  The  hufbandman  toils  all  day  at  plough,  yet  is  not  ailiired 
of  a  good  harveft  \  his  com  may  die  in  the  feed,  or  be  blafted  in  the 
ear.  The  mariner  ventures  his  eftate  on  the  lea,  yet  hath  no  aflur* 
ance  of  a  good  return ;  the  fl&ip  may  miicarry.  The  miner  will  dig 
into  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  try  here  and  there  \  yet  hath  ap 
aflurance  he  (hall  find  that  rich  vein  of  ore,  that  fhall  recompence  hb 
coft  and  pains.  Now  if  men  will  labour  fo  hard,  and  adventure  to 
much  upon  uncertainties,  for  a  little  of  the  world  \  doth  not  your  owik 
reafon  conclude,  you  ought  to  do  more,  and  adventure  further  thaA 
any  of  them,  to  obtain  Chrift,  and  eternal  falvation  ?  O  ftrive,  ftrive 
to  make  your  efcape  out  of  Satan's  kingdom,  to  Chrift :  Sit  not  witk 
folded  hands  on  the  feats  of  floth»  faying.  It  is  to  no  purpofe. 

Suppofe  yourfelves  now  upon  your  death-bed,  sdl  esirthly  comfbrta 
infipid  things  to  you,  confdence  pre&ging  the  wrath  to  come,  time 
and  hope  ending  together ;  would  you  not  then  wifli,  O  that  we  had 
been  ruled  and  governed  by  Cbrift's  laws  and  Spirit,  and  not  by  Satal^ 
and  our  own  lufts  I  Had  we  been  the  fervants  of  Chrift,  we  had  now 
been  going  to  Chrift }  had  he  governed,  he  would  have  faved  us :  bnt 
hb  iervants  we  are  to  whom  we  obey  :  We  have  ferved  our  lufts,  and 
ibe  wages  of  fin  is  death. 

Or  fuppofe  you  faw  the  .glory  of  heaven,  or  the  honors  of  belli 
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tbat  you  heard  the  hallelujahs  of  the  palm^bearing  muhitudei  or  the 
jhrieks  of  damned  caft-aways  ;  would  it  be  fo  indifierent  a  thing  to 
you,  whether  you  obey  Chnft's  calli  ot  no  ?  Believe  it,  thefe  are  no 
devi(ed  fables,  but  do  really  exift,  whether  you  mind  them  or  not. 
And  why  (hould  you  not  iuppofei  and  forethink  things  fo  fure,  and  fo 
liigh  ?  A  fweet  voice  comes  from  heaven  this  day,  faying,  let  all  that 
texpeA  to  enjoy  the  glory  that  is  here,  fee  that  they  flibmit  heartily  to 
Chrift's  fceptre ;  for  he  faves  no  more  than  he  rules :  And  the  whole 
number  of  the  glorified  in  heaven  is  made  up  of  fuch  as  heartily  clofcd 
With  CSirift's  terms  on  earth.  A  dreadful  voice  comes  up  from  hell, 
crying,  (as  it  were)  in  your  ears ;  as  ever  you  cxped  to  efcape  the  mi- 
feiies  and  tormennr  that  are  here,  do  not  rejeft  Clirift's  yoke  and  go- 
verfknent  as  we  did  i  Our  yielding  np  of  ourfelves  to 'the  fway  and 
govermnent  of  our  hxfta,  was  our  ruin. 

Ufe  III.  To  conclude :  Let  all  men  try  their  own  eftates,  and  ex- 
«  anune  to  what  king  they  do  indeed  belong,  and  whofe  fub^eAs  in  truth 
they  are,  Chrift's  or  Satan's ;  for  thefe  two  kingdoms  divide  the  whole 
world.  God  hath  fumilh^  us  with  felf*refle£ting  powers;  we  are 
"^ble  to  retire  out  of  the  confbfed  noifes  of  the  world,  and  fit  retired 
in  the  tnnermoft  clofet  of  our  own  fouls,  where  none  but  God  and 
our  confciences  (hall  be  privy  to  our  debates  *,  and  th^re  folemnly  de-. 
mand  of  our  confcience,  and  charge  it  to  make  plain  and  faithful  an- 
'fwers  to  fuch  queftwns  and  enquiries  as  thefe : 

^ueft.  I .  To  whom  do  I  yield  the  moft  prompt,  cheerful  and  con- 
ilant  obedience  ?  To  the  commands  of  Chrift,  or  to  the  folicitations 
of  Satan  and  my  own  lulls  ?  He  that  hath  my  obedience,  the  fame  is 
my  Lord  and  King,  Rom.  vi.  i6.  '«  To  whom  ye  yield  yourfelvQ 
fervants  to  obey,  his  fervants  ye  are  to  whom  ye  obey.''  When  God 
$xkA  confcience  calls  me  to  pray,  and  the  world  calls  me  off  to  attend 
ks  enfharing  pleafures,  and  unnecefiary  employments  \  which  of  thefe 
calls  do  I  pay  obedience  to  i 

^efi.  2.  Who  governs  the  fecret  and  unfeen  part  of  my  life  i 
That  every  man  is,  in  the  account  of  God,  which  he  Is  in  feccet, 
Rom.  ii.*28,  29.  Now  who  is  king  in  the  clofet  i  And  what  rules 
do  my  thoughts  move  by  ?  If  Chrift  bring  my  thoughts  into  obe- 
dience, (o  that  I  dare  not  indulge  to  myfelf  a  finfiil  liberty  to  enjoy 
the  fpaculative  pleafure  of  the  fins  I  have  aAed,  or  would  aA^  had  I 
opportunity  for  it ;  And  if  I  am  in  the  fear  of  God  when  alone,  and 
make  confcience  of  my  fecret,  a»  well  as  public  duties  i  then  I  am  un- 
der Cfarift's  government,  and  be  is  king  of  my  ibal,  2  Cor.  x.  5.  Matt. 
in*  6.  But  if  I  make  an  external  (hew  of  obedience  to  Chrift,  and  fe- 
cretly  obey  my  lufts  j  I  am  realty  the  fervant  of  fin,  and  belong  to 
andtJber  king.     O  my  confcience  I  what  fayeft  thou  to  thefe  things  i 

l^jtejl*  3*  Whogi  do  I  follow,  or  heartily  refolve  to  follow,  when 
it  comes  to  a  parting-point  betwixt  Chrift  and  the  world ;  when  I 
Qiuft  cleave  to  the  one,  and  forfake  the  other  ?  Matth.  vL  24.  Do  I 
With  full  purpofe  of  heart  cleave  to  the  Lord  ?  A£b  xi.  23.    Is  it  mj 
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fiocare  re(blation  to  follow  the  Lamb  whitherfoever  he  goeth  ?  Rev. 
xiv.  4.     Or  have  I  fecret  referves  to  quit  Chrift's  fervice,  and  give  re-  ^ 
ligion  the  flip)  when  it  comes  to  real  diftrefs  and  difficulty  ?  Thele 
are  foundijqg  queftions,  and  will  difcover  whofe  gK^verament  we  are 
under*  ;  .        i     . 

The   CONCLUSION. 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  fpiritualizie  and,  mprove  the  great 
and  folemn  actions  of  this  good  day ;  a  day  for  wfakh  (I  hope)  the 
children  yet  unborn  (hall  praife  the  Lord*  How  happy  will  our  king 
and  queen  be,  if  they  reign  over  a  people  that  Chrift  reigneth  over ; 
and  will  confcientioufly  pay  them  obedience  In*,  and  for  the  Lord  I  I 
believe  it  will  be  a  greater  joy  to  their  fouls,  to  fee  you  fet  the  crown 
upon  Chrift's  head,  in  your  futjedionto  his  hMSt  than  to  fee  the  im- 
perial crown  of  England  fet  upon  their  own  h.eads.  Religion  breeds 
the  beft  fubjefts. 

Let  England  praife  the  Lord  for  fuch  a  day  as  this  !  how  many 
fad  years  are  run  out,  fince  it  faw  the  crown  upon  the  heads  of  a  Pro- 
teftant  king  and  queen  at  once  I  Let  faithful  magiftrates  rejoice  they 
fhall  never  more  be  put  upon  the  odious  and  dangerous  drudgery  of 
perfecuting  good  men,  under  fuch  a  government  as  this. 

Let  miniftcrs  rejoice,  yea,  let  them  rej6ice  with  double  joy  to  o« 
thers !  they  fhall  no  more  be  driven  into  comers,  lior  put  to  filence^ 
(a  iilence  as  bitter  as  death)  whilft  the  royal  fceptre  is  fwayed  byfuch 
hands,  wherein  God  hdth  now  placed  it. 

Let  all  the  people  rejoice,  for  thefe  their  rulers  fhall  be  to  them  as 
the  light  of  the  mommg,  and*  as  the  ckar  fhintng  after  rain,  2  Sam. 
acxiii.  3,  4*  And  let  us  all  fay,  Ua.  izv.  9;  »  Lo,  this  is  our  God  ^^ 
we  have  waited  for  him,  and  he  will  fave  us :  This  is  the  Lord;  wa 
have  waited  for  him ;  we  will  rejoice  and  be  ghd  in  his  falvation.^^ 
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Matth.  xxiv.  45,  46,  47. 

Wto  then  is  afcuthjul  and  wtfefervant^  tuhom  the  Lord  haih  madf  rtdtr 
ov^r  bis  h^uJbMi  t^  g^^  f^^^  ^Ai^  *^  due/eafon  ?  BUfed  is  thatfer^ 
vant,  whom  his  Lord,  when  he  c^mith^JbaU  find  Jo  doing      Verily^  I 

.  Jq^  unto  you^  that  hejball  make  bkn  rukr  ever  all  his  gpods. 

THIS  great  aod  fi»kam  aflcmbly*  (qtict  itpoo  »  greater  and  more 
iolcmn  accomitf )  brings  to  917  mind  thofe  vordsi  and  with  the 
words^  a  very  ienfiUe  touch  pf  tb^  fame  afie^on,  with  which  the 
xhurch  uttered  th^ost  Ift*  xUx.  so,  2tv  *  Children,  which  thou  (halt 
have  after  thou  haft  loft  the  ptber»  fliall  fay  again  in  thine  ears.  The 
place,  is  too  ftrait  for  m^ :  Give  place  to  ipc»  that  I  nay  dwell  Then 
Ibalt  thou  fay  in  tbiac  heart,  Wl»o  hath  begotten  me  thefe»  leeio^  I 
have  loft  my  children,  ^d  I  am  defolate  }  a  captive,  and  removing 
to  and  iro  }  And  who  hath  brought  up  thefe  i  Behold,  I  was  left 
^ne :  Thefe,  where  had  they  been  ?* 

Words,  big  with  holy  admiration  and  wonder,  at  her  ftrange 
and  fudden  increafe  and  multiplication,  after  fuch  a  wafting  time  as 
thefe  feventy  fad  years  hftd  been  to  her.  This  was  a  miraculous  and 
furprizing  work  of  God,  in  their  eyes* 

We  have  had  our  wafting  time^  as  well  as  they  *,  multitudes  of 
fiuthfiil  and  prudent  minifters  have  been  fwept  into  their  graves  by 
ejeAions,  banifliments,  imprifiinments,  and  heart-breaking  filendngs. 
Whence  then  are  all  thefe  which  our  eyes  behold  this  day !  Who 
hath  begotten  us,  and  brought  op  thefe  ?  Thefe,  where  had  they 
been ;  and  out  of  what  fecret  receffes  are  they  come  ? 

Many  thought  the  days  of  our  profperity,  and  opportunities  of  our 
fervice,  had  hctvi  numbered  and  finiflied,  and  that  God  had  no  more 
work  (except  fuffering  work)  for  us ;  when  lo,  above  and  beyond 
the  defponding  thoughts,  and  unbelieving  fears  of  our  hearts,  we 
are  here  this  day  in  a  numerous  aftembly,  with  peace  and  liberty,  to 
confult  the  afiiurs  of  Chrift's  kingdom. 

Yea,  to  the  joy  of  our  fouls^  we  fee  the  plummets  and  lines,  once 
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more  in  the  hands  of  our  Zcrubbabcls ;  Zech.  iv.  10.  '  Who  hath 
defptfed  the  day  of  fmall  things  ?  For  they  ihall  rgoice,  and  &a11  fee 
the  pIumiD^t  in  the  band  of  Zerubbabel,  with  thofe  feven  \  they  are 
the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  which  run  to  and  fro  thro'  the  whole  earth/ 
Our  prudent  repairers,  co-working  with  the  divine  providence,  ex« 
pr^fied  emblematically  by  the  feven  eyes,  will  bring  weak  and  con- 
temptible beginx^ings,  to  happy  and  blefTed  refults  and  iSiies.  What 
fhall  one  now  anfwer  the  melTengers  of  the  churches?  That 
God  hath  feui^ed  Sion  \  and  the  power  of  his  people  fhall  truft 
in  it. 

We  arc  met  this  day  in  all  hearty  loyalty  to  the  government,  and 
pQaceablenefs  to  the  national  churchf-edablimmenc,  to  review  and  con- 
fidcr  the  cafes  of  our  rcfpeflive  congregations ;  which  I  doubt  we 
Ihall  find  too  like  that  defcription,  Prov.  xxiv.  31.  all  over<-growa 
with  thorns  and  neXtles,  and  the  Aonc-wall  broke  down. 

Thus  ignorance  and  error  have  overfpread  the  people,  ar\d  the  wall 
of  difcipllne  greatly  decayed.  Our  bufiaefs  is  to  cleanfe  our  chiurcb- 
es,  &nd  repair  their  walls  \  that  fo  they  may  become  gjffdcns  of  de* 
light,  and  beds  of  fplccs,  foj  Chrift  to  walk  and  take  pleafurc  in.  . 

Ton  have  ordered  this  meeting  to  be  opened  with  a  fcrmon,  and 
demandated  that  work  to  my  hand,  by  your  earned  and  unanimous 
call.     I  wifli  the  work  may  not  fuffer  by  your  choice. 

When  I  confidered  the  quality  and  occafion  of  this  aHembly^  mj 
thoughts  quickly  centered  themfelves  in  thofe  words  of  our  Lord, 
which  I  haW  read  unto  you :  <  Who  then  is  a  faithful  and  wife  fer- 
vant,  whon\  his  Lord  hath  made  ruler  over  bis  houQioldt  to  give 
them  meat  in  due  feafon  ?'  &c. 

Here  we  find  ourfelves  in  a  parable.  A  parable  is  the  veil  of  fome 
divine  truth :  whilft  we  are  embodied  and  veiled  with  fiefli,  truth 
snuft  embody  and  veil  herfelf  too,  in  order  to  our  freer  converfes  with 
it.  There  is  much  truth  and  reafon  in  that  obfervatlon  of  the  ancient 
cabbalifts :  *«  •  The  fupreme  light  never  defcends  without  a  covers 
ing."  Yea,  faith  Dionyfius,  the  fuppofed  Areopagate,  "  f  It  is  im- 
poffible  that  a  divine  beam  Ihould  otherwife  Ihine  to  us^  except  it  be 
covered  with  variety  of  (acred  veils,  and  umbrages." 

Not  to  fpend  much  time  about  the  order  and  relation  of  the  text  • 
Chrift  had  been  folemnly  warning  the  difciples,  £nd  all  the  Chriftian 
world,  of  his  mod  certain  (though  fecret)  coming  to  judgment;  and 
therefore  to  beware  of  luxury,  idlenefs,  and  fecurity,  the  fins  of  the 
world  ;  and  that  all  be  found  at  his  comiiig,  watchful  and  diligent  in 
their  proper  places  of  (duty.  This  exhortation  he  infers,  from  what 
common  prudence  would  teach  any  fervant,  efpecially  any  fteward  of 
an  houfe  to  do,  to  whoni  his  Lord  hath  committed  the  care  of  hit 


•  Lumen  fvpremum  nunquam  defundiiftM  mJumenio, 
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family*  It  b  agreed  by  aU|  that  the  words  have  a  fpecial  and  imme- 
diate refpeft  to  gofpel-minifters,  the  ftewards  of  Chrift's  houfe,  or 
churcbi  to  whom  Cbrifti  the  OMolienromo  or  Lord  of  the  family,  hath 
Jtrufted  the  care  and  difpenfation  of  the  afi^rs  thereof.  And  in  them 
we  find, 

I.  An  evangelical  paftor  defcribed. 

II.  The  reward  of  fuch  as  anfwer  that  defcriptioni  propounded. 

1.  Chrift's  defcription  of  an  evangelical  paftor,  ver.  45.  which  be 
doth  by  two  excellent  and  efTential  properties,  or  qualificatiom, 
n»ro^i  xfiu  $^f(/Ao;,  faithful  and  ivifei  both  which  make  up  the  char- 
^fter  of  a  complete  gofpel-minifter:  for  if  he  ht  faithful^  he  deceives 
not  others ;  and  if  luifcy  or  prudent',  he  is  not  apt  to  be  deceived  him- 
felf ;  his  prudence  fuScrs  not  deceivers  eaCly  to  impofc  upon  hun ;  and 
h\s  faithfulnefs  will  not  fuSer  him  knowingly  to  impofe  upon  his  peo- 
ple. His  prudence  will  enable  him  to  difcem,  and  Yiis  faithfilnefs  oblige 
him  to  diflribute  wholefome  food  to  hb  flock.  The(e  two  therefore 
meeting  together,  make  a  paftor  afer  God's  ovm  teartf  according  to 
Jer.  iii.  15. 

Both  tbefe  are  found  in  an  interrogative  form  of  fpeech  in  the  text, 
but  it  is  agreed,  that  r»;  is  put  conditiohally  for  u  tki  and  is  rathef 
bypothetical>  than  interrogatory  :  but  in  this  form  of  fpeech  it  infinn* 
ates  the  rarity  and  difficulty  of  finding  fuch  a  fervant.  He  b  Zxann 
xai  hv7Wfiioij  as  TheophylaA  glofleth  it*  And  Chry foftom,  by  way  of 
admiration,  ^am  rari,  et  prajiantes  effent  tales  !  1.  c.  •  How  rare  and 
excellent  would  fuch  fervants  be  ?*  Thefe  are  their  properties. 

2.  The  retuardoilliok  that  anfwer  thefe  cjiaraftcrs,  1$  propound* 
ed, 

1.  In  proper, 

2.  In  metaphorical  terms. 

1.  In  proper  terms  ;  Blejfed  is  thatfervant^  ver.  46.  he  b  certainly 
blefled  of  God,  whatever  his  ufage  be  from  men.  If  he  htfaitbfuly  all 
his  prudence  will  not  fecure  him  from  the  hatred  and  periccution  of 
men,  but  it  is  enough  that  Cbrift  calb  and  counts  him  blei{ed ;  and 
thofe  whom  he  blefieth,  are  truly  and  eternally  blefiied. 

2.  In  metaphorical  terms ;  ver.  47.  «  Verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  that 
he  ihall  make  him  ruler  over  all  his  goods.**  In  allufion  to  the  cnf* 
.tom  of  great  kings  and  generals,  who  ufe  to  prefer  and  advance  dif* 
creet  and  faithful  fervants  to  places  of  eminent  truft,  profit,  and  hon- 
our ;  as  Daniel  and  Jofeph  were.  The  fenfe  thu$  cleared,  runs  na- 
turally and  eafily  into  this^ 

Dcift.  That  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  will  amply  reward  the  faithful 

and  prudent  fewards  of  his  houfe,  in  the,  day  of  their  accntnt, 
Thb  point  will  open  itfclf  to  you  m  thefe  three  dofbrihal  branches. 

1.  That  minifters,  in  a  fpetial  fenfe,  are  the  ftewards  of  Chrift's 
houfc. 

2.  Faithfulnefs  zxiiprudtnce  are  thp  neccfiary  qualifications  of  CbriftV 
ftewards. 
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3*  Wherever  tbefe  are  found,  Chrift  will  abundantly  reward 
them. 

1 .  MiniBerSf  in  a  J^cial  fenfe^  an  the  Jlewards^  or  chief  fervants  of 
CbryPshoufe.  So  fpeaks  the  apoftie,  i  Cor.  iv.  i.  <<  Let  a  mvct 
account  of  us  as  the  minifters  of  Chrifti  and  ftewards  of  the 
myfteries  of  God.'*  To  them  he  hath  committed  the  difpenfatio^  of 
the  word  and  facramentSi  which  contain  the  great  myfteries  of  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

^^fflL-EJI^'^  pcrfon,  who  hath  received  any,  talent  fkom  G6d,    « 
(and  to  beTure  the' meaneft  among  us  hath*  one  talent  at  leallj}  is  a  )f^ 
fiewafdy  and  will  be  called  to  an  account  for  the  employment,  or  .1 
non-employment  of  that  talent  in  the  audit-day.     But  minifters  are 
Rewards  in  the  ftri£l  and  fpecial  fenfe  :  Chrift  diftinguiihes  them  from 
the  others,  as  porters  from  the  reft  of  the  fervants,  Mark  xiii.  34. 
Nor  may  any  afTume  that  office,  but  by  order  from  Chrift  the  Mafter 
of  the  family.     But  this  is  too  obvious  to  ftay  longer  upon  it. 

2.  We  will  therefore  immediately  take  into  confideration,  the/r^ 
perties  or  qualification  of  Xhtjlewards  of  Chrift :  which  are, 

I.  Faithfulnefs. 
a.  Prudence. 
And  confider  them, 

1.  Diftinftly. 

2.  ConjunAly; 

I.  Faithfulnefs  is  an  eiTential  requiCte  to  zfleward^  i  Cor*  iv.  2.  b 
is  required  in  ftewards,  that  a  inan  be  found  faithful.  What  ground  is 
there  ibr  trujl^  where  there  is  no  truth  f  Hence  is  that  folemn  charge, 
2  Tim.  ii.  2.  to  commit  that  great  truft  of  the  miniftry  toyiii/^/men. 
And  Paul  blefleth  God,  i  Tim.  i.  11,  12.  who  had  accounted  him 
faiilfuly  and  put  him  into  the  miniftry.  Thtsfaithfubtefs,  as  it  rqfpe^ 
God,  ourfelves,  and  the  flocks  committed  to  us,  includes, 

1.  Pure  and  fpirltual  aims  and  intentions. 

2.  Sincerity  and  integrity  of  heart. 

3.  Diligence  in  the  difcbarge  of  duty. 

4.  Impartiality  in  the  adminftration  of  Chrift's  houfe. 

5.  And  unihaken  conftancy  and  perfeverance  to  the  end. 

I.  Miniflerial faithfulnefs  includes  pure  a/uljfiritual aims  and  inten'- 
tiensfor  God.  A  fervant  is  0\a^  tKUfy ;  it  is  not  his  own,  but  his 
mafter's  honour,  and  intereft,  he  muft  defign  and  aim  at.  Fidelity 
will  not  endure  felf-ends,  difguifed  with  a  pretence  of  zeal  for  Chrift.' 
It  is  faid  of  the  mafter  workmen  of  the  temple,  2  Kiags  xxii.  7.  that 
there  was  no  reckoning  made  with  them  of  the  money  collected  for 
that  ufe,  becaufe  they  dealt  faithfully ^  i.  e^  they  had  given  fufficient  proof 
that  they  appropriated  not  a  farthing  to  themfelves,  but  truly  applied  ' 
it  to  the  public,  facred  end  and  ufe,  to  which  it  was  given.  O  let  us 
be  all  {Mz\ifaithfulmafler'huildets  of  the  houfe  of  oiu:  Godt  X,et  us  fay, 
not  our  intereft,  but  Chriff  s ;  not  our  glory,  but  his*  Puire  ends  in 
our  fervice,  wiU  give  abundant  comfort  a/  the  end  of  our  fervice*  Hav«' 
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jx  a  care,  brethren,  of  all  artifices  and  defigns  to  accommodatte  carnal 

p  Intercffs,  under  a  fhew  of  devotion  to  God." 

Timothjr  isour  pattern  in  this,  oiT  whom  Paul  faith|  Phil  ii.  ao, 
ai.  ''I  liare  no  nun  like  minded^  who  will  naturally  care  for  your 
ftate }  for  all  feek  their  own,  not  the  things  that  are  Jefus  Chrift's.'' 
Where  the  word  naturally  is  not  oppofed  tofpirituallyy  but  to  artificially. 
Others  had  the  art  to  cloak  felf-ends  under  Chrift's  honour;  but 
Timothy  was  ignorant  of  fuch  unfaithful  tricks  and  artifices. 

2.  Mini^erial  fakhfulfufs  ivaiforts  perfoHtti  ftm:erity.  So  the  word 
fignifies,  where  it  is  faid  of  Abrahami  that  God  found  his  heart  j^^- 

fii:  that  is,  Jincere  before  him.  (Nchem.  ix.  8.)  A  faithful  miotfter  19 
zjincere-hearted  minifter.     And  herein^  brethren,  O  hereiny.or  in  no- 
thing, let  us  approve  ourfelves  the  minifters  of  Chrifi  :  L^t  this  bs  our 
<<  rejoicing,  that  in  all  finceritf,  and  godly  fimplicity,  we  have  had 
ourcdnverfations  in  this  world,"  2  Cor.  i.  12.    And  the  rather  let  us 
be  careRil  in  this,  becaufe  no  fin  is  more  apt  to  infinuate^itfelf  into  our 
„^  hearts,  and  duties,  thsm  hvpocrify .   We,  o?  all  menrare  moft  indan- 
gcr  to  be  dcceivcdTiy It: Tor  our  employment  lying  in,  and  about 
fpiritual  things,  we  are,  on  that  account,  iUled  J^ritnal  msn^  Hof.  ix. 
7.     But  it  is  pWn,  firom  that  very  place,  that  a  man  may  be  ohjeBhely 
zjpiritual,  and  all  the  while  fubje^ively  a  carnal  man.     Believe  it, 
brethreui  it  is  cafier  to  declaim,  like  zn  orator ^  agJiinft^a  thoufand  fins 
/  of  others,  tSan  it  is  to  mortify  one  fia^  like  Chri:VianSy  in  ourfelves  ;  to 
k  Be  more  mduffrlous  in  oxirpulpitSf  than  in  our  c/ofits  ;  to  preach  twenty 
/  iermons  to  bur  people,  than  one  to  our  own  hearts. 

TTcfieve  it,  firs,  all  our  reading,  ftudying,.  and  preachingi  is  but  tri* 

[^  fling  hypocrify,  till  the  things  read,  ftudied,  and  preached,  bVfcItin 

j  fome  degree  upon  our  own  hearts.    We  tell  our  people  (tfieTSwd 

help  us  to  tell  the  fame  to  ciir  own  hearts)  that  there  are  fimilar,  as 

well  as  faying  works  of  the  Spirit,  by  which  thenr  (and  why  not  our 

own)  fouls  may  be  loft  ? 

3.  Mini/ferial  faithfulnefs  includes  minifterial  diligenct.     AJlolhfiJ 
/^cannot  be  a  faithful Jery ant,     Matth.  xxv.  ^i^  *^  His  Lord  laid  unto 

•  him.  Well  done^  thou  good  and  faithful  (crvant,"^  Sc.^'**  An3  ver; 
•  a6. ""  His  Lord  anfwcred,  and  faid  unto  him, 'Thou  wicked  and 
flothful  fervant,  &c.  I  may  fay  to  him  that  fiiatchbd  at  the  minifiry, 
•  IS  Henry  IV.  did  to  his  Ion,  that  haftily  fnatched  at  the  crown,  Ht 
tittle  knows  what  an  heap  of  cares  and  toils  hefnOtchetb  at,  *  <  Tlie  la- 
bours of  the  minifiry  will  exhauft  the  very  marrow  from  your  bones, 
haftcn  old  age  and  death/  They  are  fitly  compared  to  the  toil  of 
men  in  harveft,  to  the  labours  of  a  woman  in  travail,  and  to  the  ago> 
files  of  fc^diers  in  the  extremity  of  a  battle.  We  muft  watch  when 
others  fleep. 

And  indeed  it  is  not  fo  much  the  ezpence  of  our  labourS|  as  the 

*  LtA»rtt  ttthfu/iUi  /mestm  mbmirmiti  ^  hmk  mtdiiHii,/t»hm,  mttltmfut  mtctkrefik, 
Ivther. 
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lofs  of  them,  that  kills  U9*    It^is  not  with  usj  as  with  other  labour* 
ersV'They  find  their  work  as  they  leave  it,  fo  do  not  we.    Sin  and 
SatanTunraveralcnoft  alt  we  do,  the  imprefficms  we  make  on  our  pe^   | 
pie's  fouk  in  one  ferfnon,  vanifli  before  the  next.     How  many  tnitht 
fiaVe  we  to  ftddy  I  how  many  wiles  of  Satanj  and  myfteriet  of  cor-' ! 
niption,  to  deteft  I  how  many  cafes  of  confcience  to  refolve  1  Yca^  | 
we  muft^ht  in  defence  of  the  truths  we  preach,  as  well  as  fiudy   ; 
tTiem'to'palenefs,  and  preach  them  unto  faintnefs  :  But  well-fpent 
head,  hearty  lungs,  and  all  \  welcome  pained  breafts,  aching  baclkiy 
and  trembling  legs ;  if  we  can  by  all  but  approve  ourfelves  Chrift's  ^ 
faithful  fervants,  and  hear  that  joyful  voice  from  his  mouthj  <  Well 
done,  good  and  faithAil  fervants/ 

~4riVlinifterial  faithfulnefs  includes  our  impartiality  in  all  the  adm^ 
nitrations  ofChri/Pi  houfe.  He  that  is  partial^  cannot  be  £uthfiil.  O 
with  What  extraordinary  folemnity  doth  Paul  fet  on  this  exhmtatioa 
upon  Timothy !  <  I  charge  thee  before  God,  and  the  Lord  Jefut 
Chrift,  and  the*ele£t  angels,  that  thou  obferve  thefe  things,  without 
preferring  one  before  another,  doing  nothing  by  partiality,*  r  Tinu 

V.   21.  i 

Brethren,  you  will  (hortly  appear  before  an  impartial  Gcd,  lee  that 
ye  be  impartial Jlewards  /  take  the  fame  care,  manifeft  the  fame  lov^y 
attend  with  the  fame  diligence^  the  pooreS  and  weakefl  fouk  that  are  \^ 
committed  to  your  care,  as  you  do  the  rich,  the  great,  and  ho«  I 
nourable. 

Remember  all  fouls  are  rated  at  one  value  in  your  Mafler*8  boolr> 
and  your  Redeemer  paid  as  much  for  the  one  as  for  the  other.    Civil  r- 
dWcrcnccs  muft  be  ciyilly  acknowledged,  but  thefe  have  no  place  ia  / 
ourjfpiritual  adminiftrations. 

';.  Laftly,  Miniflerial  fakhfolnefs  includes  conftancy  and  ftedfiift- 
neis  :  Not  a  backfliding,  or  flinching  fervant.  Rev.  ii.  lo  <  Be  thott 
faithful,  (i.  e.  fixed  and  conftant)  to  the  death,  and  I  wiH  give  thee 
a  crown  of  life.'  We  look  for  happinefs,  as  long  as  God  is  in  hea^ 
ven ;  and  he.expe£b  conftancy,  as  long  as  we  are  on  earth. 

'  Many  of  us  have  caufe  to  blefs  the  Lord,  and  greatly  to  rejdce  in 
his  goodnefs  this  day,  who  enabled  us  to  be  ftedraft  and  unmoveable 
in  the  tnak  that  have  pafied  over  us ;  and  when  the  great  earthquake 
ihaked  down  our  liberties,  our  eftates,  and  made  our  hearts  to  fhake^  ^ 
jet  our  refolutions  for  God  and  his  truth,  ftood  firm  and  unfhaken : 
Our  hearts  turned  not  batk,  nor  did  our  fteps  decline,  though  we 
were  broken  in  the  place  of  dragons,  and  covered  with  the  (hadow  of 
death.  This  we  wholly  owe  to  him  that  holds  the  fhu*s  in  hk  right- 
hatid,  but  our  warfare  is  not  yet  ended.  Our  faithfulnefs  is  not  yet 
faithfolnefs  to  the  death ;  we  hope  it  will  ihortly  be  called  (6,  whilft 
ifthiis  involves  our  felf-denial,  fincerity^  diligencei  impartiaCty^  and 
conftancy. 
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thift  a^  theK'mdpal  tkings  included  in  the  firft  qualification  of 
tntniftOTal  faithliilqefs.  In  the  next  place  let  us  weigh  aad  value, 
•  a*  Theiec^od  ^salification  in  the  tt%%^  viz.  minijieftal  prujence, 
'  The  Lord's  fcrvant  muft  not  only  be  vtr^^  faithful ;  bpt  ^^u^t 
frudentf  difcfnt^  and  tpiff.  Fidelitjr  an^  honcily  make  a  good  Carif* 
im%\  but  the  addition  of  prudence  to  fidelityt  makes  a  gooUJkvfarJ, 
^j^fulnifr  vill  Qx  rhe  ejc  upon  the  right  end ;  but  it  i$  prudence 
muft  dire£t  to  the  proper  means  of  attaining  it. 

II  we  look  into  Rev.  iv.  6,  7.  we  (kail  there  find  a  (lately  emblem 
0f  true  gofpel  (pinifters.  They  are  A$if^f»  «<i\\»fjiiA»'m/  M<njuil  cf 
itfis*  They  have  eyes  looking  before  them  to  GgdjRf^r  direction,  hg« 
hindjhem  to  the  flocks  they  lead,  and  withm  them  to  their  own 
Hearts ;  le(i  afieir  they  have  preached  to  6tBersj[Tfiein(clyc$_&qoinc 
<^Paway5.''  THcy  have  TiSoJixvnngs ;  with  t^o  they  cover  their  &• 
isc»f  manifeftiQg  their  deep  reverence  .of  Qod;  with  lifo  their  feet» 
snanifefting  the  huaabie  fenfe  of  their  infiroiitiea  \  anod  with  tiro  they 
fly  with  cheerful  expedition  in  the  fervice  of  G^d.  'They  have  not 
PAly  the  (umrage  ^f  the  lion^  the  ftret^h  of  the  ax,  the  loftiaeis  of 
the  eagkf  but  the  face  of  a  man^  i.  e.  prudence  and  difcretiim. 
:  The  Ufe  of  prudeidce  to  %  mintfter  of  Chrift  is  uqfpeakaUy  great : 
J(t-  not  only  gives  cleamefs  and  peripicacity  to  the  mind,  by  freeing  it 
frona  pafflom  and  corporeal  impref&onsi  enabling  tt  therefa^  to  appre- 
Jiend  what  i$  beft  lo  be  done  ;  but  enables  it  in  its  deUberatioos»  a- 
bout  the  meanS)  to  make  choice  of  the  moft  apt  and  proper  i  aod  di« 
;re£b  the  applioation  df  them  in  the  fitted  reafon»  without  precipita- 
j|iaa»  by  too  nuicb  hafte  %  or  hazard^  by  too  tedious  delay*  And 
^dge  you,  brethren,  by  this,  what  an  ioterefl;  the  affairs  ^f  Chrift* s 
kingdom  have  in  this  fecond  qualification* 

I  kno^  there  is  a  carnal  policy,  an  unworthy  pufillanimkya  that  o& 
leu  flirewd  themfeives  under  the  name  ^fprudenct  i  I  have  nothing 
iO'do  with  nK>ck  graces  heee :  lHj  bufinefs  is  to  ihewy3tiy  in  what 
.]partievlar4  true  mnifimal  prudimf  is  highly  ferviceable  to  the  affairs 
of  Chrift's  hpufe,  or  kingdoai.  And  this  I  wiU  briefty  difcourfe  in 
iWO  refpe£b. 

The  f^  o( prudence  mtt(t  bok, 
«  .  ]*  To  oiir  own  perfonal  worlic^  to  fise  that  be  well  done. 
,    a*  To  others  who  work, 

I.  With  us  as  friends,  that  we  may  luive  afliftance  from  thea. 
.  2.  Qr  againft  us  as  enemies,  that  our  work  be  not  miiied  by 
ttieo).  i 

I.  Prudence  will  dire£l  the  fervants  of  Chrift,  mibeir  9^n proper 
fmn'ift^ial  «iwi;  that  it  be  well  dom.  And  in  order  thereto,  it  will 
guide  them  in  their  deliberations  to  the  fix  following  proper  mean$| 
and  excellent  expedients. 

I.  Prudential  expedient. 

And  ift|  prudence  will  dire£l  us,  to  lay  a  good fimndatkn  ^ knowledge 
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in  oar  feepifsfouU^  ^  caiechmng  and  wfirxiBh^ibem  in  tie  principles  {f 

Chriftianity^  %oiihout  which  nve  labour  in  vain. 

£^(^>t  you  have  a  knowing  people^  you  are  not  like  to  have  a  grap 
cious  people .  St  Paul's  prudentials  lay  uiuch  in  this,  i  Cor.  iii.  io« 
•  As  a  wife  mafter-builderj  I  have  laid  the  foundation/  And  indeed 
this  is  the  ma/ter^piece  of  a  ma/Ier-ii^i/der,  All  your  excellent  fermoAS 
will  be  daflied  to  pieces^  upon  the  rock  of  your  people's  ignorance4 
You  can  never  pitch  upon  a  better  prcje^j  to  p>roaiote  and  lecurc  the. 
fuccefs  of  your  labours^  than  catechizing. 

What  age  of  CKrlftianlty  ever  produced  more  lively  and  fied&ft 
Chri'ftiansi  than  the  firft  ages  ?  And  then  the  care  of  this  duty  moft 
eminently  flouri(hed  in  the  churches.  Clemens  Alexaadrinusi  Ori« 
gen,  Optatus>  Bafil,  Audin,  and  Ambrofei  were  all  catechiAs  :  And 
it  is  the  opinion,  both  of  Chemnitius  and  Zancby,  that  that  exercife, 
which  Chrift  honoured  with  his  pr^ience  in  his  youthi  was  a  catechu 
tscal  exercife. 

We  that  live  in  this  age,  have  stf  much  obligation  as  they,  and 
God  hath  furnifhed  to  our  hands  the  beft  help  for  it,  that  ever  an^ 
age  fince  Chrift  enjoyed.    A^  chymifts  extract  the  fpirits  of  herbs  and 
jninerals  into  fome  rai*c  clia^iri  (q  have  our  venerable  affembly  (latc^        ^ 
fitting  at  Wcftminfter,  now  in^lory}  comppfed  for  us  the  moft  judLr 
ciojii$.  and  compendious  fyfteraj  that  ever  blefled  this^gc,  _^nd  to    , 
mjikc  it  yet  more  ufeful,  divers  worthy  hands  have  been  employed,   5^ 
tme  in  one  method,  fome  in  another,  to  make  thofe  compendious     ' 
anfwers  more  intelligible  to  the  people.     And  yet  I  am  of  opinion, 
fomewhar  may  be  further  done  to  advance  that  great  defign^  in  a  third 
method,  that  il^ll  not  only  make  thofe  points  more  intelligible,  thaa^O  ,    , 
in  anfwering  by  ^  and  n$  ;  or  drawing  out  the  fubfervient  anfwers  \   HI  '^ 
ce  fuch  a  length,  as  too  nmch  charges  the  people's  memory,  but  withal       2>- 
to  intermix  the  moft  ufeful  praftical  matter  with  what  is  do^trinak  n 
If  fuch  a  courfe  might  obtain  in  all  our  congregations,  I  think  it  would  ] 
greatly  difcover  our  prudence,  and  turn  richly  to  the  account  of  our 
people's  profit. 

2.  Prudential  expedient,"^ 

Miniftcrial  ^wi/f«r^  di{covcrs  itfelf //i  the  choice  of  fuch  fuhjeBs^  etc 
the  needs  of  our  people's  fouls  do  moft  require ^  and  call  for, 

A  prudent  minifter  will  ftudy  the  fouls  of  his  people,  more  than 
the  beft  human  books  in  his  library ;  and  not  chufe  what  is  eafieft  k 
for  him,  but  what  is  moft  neceflary  for  them.  Minifters  that  are  ac* 
quainted  with  the  ftate.  of  their  flocks,  as  tbey  ought  to  be,  will  be 
feldom  at  a  lofs  in  the  choice  of  the  next  fubje^ :  Thejr  people's  waitts 
will  chufe  their  text,  from  time  to  time,  for  then^. 

Thegreateft  part  of  our  congregations  arc  poor,  ignorant,  and  un- 
regcnerated  people,  that  know  neither  their  mlfery  nor  their  remedy.  ^ 
This  will  diredl  us  to  the  great  doftrincs  of  comnBion^  n^gentration,  §nd  } 
faj^j  and  make  iis  to  fit  with  follcitous  minds  in  our  ftudies,  pon-  < 
dering  thus  m  our  hearts ;  ^  Lord,  what  courfe  ihall  we  takej  and 
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whatwpnls  (hall  wc  cbafe,  that  may  bcft  convey  the  fenfe  of  their 
fin~and  danger,  with  the  fulnefs  andlfa:cffify"  of  Chrift^.  into  thdr 
hearts/   ^  -    -  -^  - 

'  Oth^3.3rc.  withcrinjg  and  decaying  in  their  j|ffcftions,  oir  ftagger- 
injg  and_floating  in  their  judgments  ;rrudepcewjll  enable  tR  naao  of 
^^^4-J9~ffy?  ^®  every  one  his  aropcr  food,  or  phjrfic,  in  due jTcafon, 
This  will  make  us  Tpehd  more  nouirs  m  buFTTudies,"  and  fct  to  itwidi 
alTouf  inight  abd^ugi^t^T  thw^  we,  may  iothJavc  ourfelvcs,  and 
tli^rS^at  hear  us. 

3.  Prudential  txptdient. 

This  mintflerial  vnjdom  will  not  only  direA  us  thus  in  the  choice  of 
Onr  fubjeds,  but  of  the  language  too,  in  which  we  drefi  and  deliver 
them  to  our  people. 

It  will  tell  you,  a  crucified  ftile  beft  fuits  the  preachers  of  a  cruci- 
fied Chrift.  A  grave  and  proper  ftile  becomes  the  lips  of  Chriif  s  am- 
bailadors.  Prudence  will  neither  allow  us  to  be  rude,  nor  afieAedly 
gaudy,  in  our  expreffions.  •  "  Tertullian  checb  thofe  preachers, 
Whofc  fermqns  dxe64ip.Chrifti?0|ty,ip.p^^  e- 

.^  vangclical  ^erms."     Prudence  will  chufe  words  that  are  folid,  rather 
lEan  florid :  As  a  merchant  will  a  ihip  by  a  found  bottom,  and  capa- 
cious hold,  rather  than  a  gilded  head  and  ftern.     Words  are  but  fcT' 
vants  to  matter.     An  iron  key,  fitted  to  the  wards  of  the  lock,  is 
^nore  ufeful  than  a  golden  one,  that'  will  not  open  the  door  to  the 

nSome  of  Chrift's  minifters  excel  in  a  neat  and  pleafing  plainncfs  of 
language.  From  thfa  Auftin ^was, fit aflfeftcd-Jwritkthf  ftilff  ^LAj^ 
brofc:^f^«  WiffirBis^'fweet  wordsj^jrtujh  I  lqv^.came_^to  my 
rnimf  the  duties  which^  I  nfigle£ted.'  And  Zanchy  faith  of  Viret,  \ 
«'Tad5ufed*EIs  eloquence,  and  the  force  it  bad  in  moving,,th&.;|fiec« 

tipns.*^ ^  - 

Prudence  will  caft  away  a  thoufand  fine  words,  for  one  that  is 

apt  to  penetrate  the  confcience,  and  reach  the  heart.    This  made  Ba» 

ill  look  UDon  the  famed  allegories  of  his  time,  with  a  compafiioDate 

fmile^  faying,  ||  <  We  take  them  for  pretty  wittioifms,  but  things  of 

'   little  ufe  or  value  in  t^e  miniftry.'    W  ho,  in  the  bfi  age,  was  ever  ho- 

^^     soured  with  more  fuccefs  in  his  miniftry,  than  blefledJgfrJJyuPSJUghs? 

^^         And  whoever  excelled  him  in  fkill,  to  bring  down  the  iublime  myf^ 

«     teries  of  the  gofpel  to  the  meaneft  capacity  ? 

4.  Prudential  expedient*    • 
Minifterial  prudence  will  Ihew  us,  of  what  great  ufe  our  own  afiec* 
tions  are,  for  the  moving  of  others  ^  and  will  therefore  advife  us, 
That,  as  ever  we  cxpedl  the  truths  we  preach  Ihould  operate  upon 

f   Fadtbant  in  animum  meumjimul  cum  vtrhh^  f v«  Jiligelamt  riiam  ret ;   factfi  mefig^'0* 
\  SiuguUttm  slbfUMiiam^  a  Ut  eommvotrndit  tffe&ikut  ^uAtetm  odmirttiitct, 
K  O  Xixo/A  4'(v/Aiyof  ficv  ror  ^oyof  #»«•»)  PC^'^* 
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the  hearts  of  others,  we  firft  labour  to  work  them  in  upon  our'  own 
hearts.    Such  a  preacher  was  St  Paul ;  he  preached  with  tears  ac- 
companying his  words,  Phil.  ill.  1 8.     An  hot  iron,  though  blunt^^.^ 
will^iecc^  fooner  than  a  cold  on^  though  Ibarpier. 

And  why,  my  brethren,  do  we  think,  God  hath  commiffionated  . 
us,  rather  than  angels,  to  be  his  ambafiadors  ?  Was  it  not,  among 
other  reafons,  for  this  ?  Becaufe  we  having  been  under  the  fame  con« 
demnation  and  mifery  ourfelves,  and  felt  both  the  terrors  and  confb- 
lafi6nsof  the  Spirit,  (which  angels  experimentalTy  know  not),  might  r^ 
thereby  be  enabled  to  treat  with  finners  more  feelingly,  and  affe£Hon*  1 
atelgnna  w|ry  mWe  accoinmddalte  to  them,  and  therefore' more  apt  > 
to  move  and  win  them. 

5.  Prudential  expedient, 

Minifterial  prudence  will  direA  the  fervants  of  Chrift  (who  highly 
value,  and  earneftly  long  for  the  fuccefs  of  their  labours)  to  be  careful^ 
by  the  UriBnefs  and  gravity  of  their  deportment^  to  tnaintain  their  efteem  in 
the  confciences  rf  their  people. 

In  yourpuipitSf  you  are  carrying  on  a  treaty  of  peace,  betwixt  God 
and  them  ;  and  therefore  it  will  not  allow  you  to  do  any  thing  out  of 
y^^r  .£S!p^'  to  make  the  breach  wider,  or  hinder  the  happy  clofe 
^twjCfiSLHm  Jnd  mem.  The  fowler  that  fpreads  his  net  to  take  the 
birds,  will  not  leave  a  feather,  or  make  the  leaft  noife,  to  fcare  the 
bird  he  intends  to  take.  Let  not  them  who  aim  no  higher  than  a 
bird,  be  more  prudent  and  cautious,  than  you  that  are  let  to  catch 
immortal  fouls.  Remember  that  of  Solomon,  Prov.  xi.  30.  «  He 
that  winneth  fouls  is  wife.'  Prudence  will  not  allow  the  minifters  of 
Chrift  to  intermix  themfelves  with  vain  company,  and  take  the  fame 
liberty  they  do  in  vain  jefts,  and  idle  fiories.  Nor  will  it  allow,  on 
the  other  fide,  a  morofe  reiervednefs,  and  difcouraging  aufteritj}  but  qi 
temper  gravity  with  condefccnding  affability.  ' 

To  you  that  are  juniors  and  candidates  for  the  miniftry,  I  will  a£- 
fume  the  bddnefs  to  addrefs  you  with  one  feafonable  word  of  advice  % 
and  it  is  this :  Have  a  care  of  that  light  and  airy  fpirit,  which  fo  much 
obtains  every  where  in  this  unferlous  age.  It  was  the  charge  of  God 
againft  fome  minifters  of  old,  that  they  were  light  perfons.  Rev.  iii. 
4-  and  yet  I  cannot  but  think,-  coQiparatively  fpeaking,  with  fome  of 
our  times,  they  might  pafi  for  grave  and  ferious.  The  people  have 
eyes  to  fee  how  we  walk,  as  well  as  ears  to  hear  what  we  fay.  It  will 
be  our  wifdom  and  great  advantage,  to  be  able  to  fay,  as  St  Paul  did, 
Phil.  iv.  9.  «  The  things  which  you  have  both  heard  and  feen  m 
me,  do." 

6,  Prudential  expedient. 

MiniHerial  prudence  will  fend  you  often  to  your  knees ^  to  feel  a  blef 
J^^g  from  God  upon  your  ffudies  and  labouirs,  as  knonoing  all  ybur  mi" 
f^iderial  fuccefs  entirely  depends  thereupon^  I  Cor.^iii.  7. 

Thqfe  arc  the  beft  fermons,  that  are  obtained  by  prayer.     Blcflcd  ^ 
SradJQrd  (tudied  upon  his  knees.      Luther  obtained  more  this  waj:,  7^ 
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thin  bf  all  his  ftudics;  If  an  hooeft  hulbandraan  could  tell  his  neigh* 
War,  that  the  reafon  why  his  eorh  profpered  better  than  his,  was,  be- 
caufe  he  fteeped  the  feed  in  praytr,  before  he  {owed  it  in  the  6eld ; 
we  may  blulh  to  think»  how  much  more  predoiis  feed  we  have  fovo 
dry,  and  onfteeped  in  prayer,  and  by  this  negleA  have  ihiftrated  our 
own  expe£bition.  Thus  laying  cur  foundations  in  the  knowledge  qf  prinm 
eipieSi  ehufing  tarftAjeSs  by  the  pecple^s  neckties  ;  handling  them  m  ift 
languages  nvorking  them  firjl  upon  your  own  afeBtom^  enforcing  them  by 
Jhiff  eoni)erfation,  andfleeping  this  holy  feed  in  prayer  g  we  fludl  approfC 
ourfelves  theprudent  minifters  of  ChriA. 

idlyt  Having  faid  thus  much  ofprudence^  with  refpefl  to  our  fingle 
perfonal  concernment  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry  ;  I  come  next  to 
Ibew  its  great  ufefiilnefs  with  reipefl  to  others,  who  are  concerned 
either, 

1.  With  us,  as  friendly  affiftants  in  our  work* 

2.  Or  againft  us,  as  enemies,  who  labour  to  obfiruA  and  frufirate 
cur  work. 

1.  As  to  our  brethren  and  fellow-workers  in  the  Lord^  prudence 
will  didate  and  enjoin  it  upon  us,  that  by  the  firmeA  union  with  them, 
we  make  their  gifts  and  graces  as  ufefui  as  is  poffible,for  the  further^ 
ance  and  advancement  of  our  great  and  .difiicult  work*  We  cannot 
be  ignorant  how  much  Satan  hath  gained,  and  ChriA's  intereA  hath 
fenfibly  loA,  by  thofe  unhappy  divifions  and  alienations  amoiigA  bre* 
threft,  and  tellow-labourers  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  ChriA  hath 
fhed  down  variety  of  glorious  afcenfion-gifts  upon  thcm,whicharenct 
capable  of  a  full  improvement,  but  in  union  and  conjunfkiop  with  each 
ether.  Gifts  are  improved  in  us  by  prayer  and  Andy,  but  the  bencfitt 
of  thofe  gifts  are  fhared  among  us  by  love  and  unity.  Love  and  u» 
nion  bring  every  man's  gifts  and  graces  into  the  conmaon  bank,  aad 
inAead  of  monopolies,  they  drive  a  free  and  open  trade,  to  the  great 
enriching  of  the  church. 

There  is  not  a  greater,  or  more  pleaf  ant  variety  of  qualities,  fmells, 
and  colours,  among  the  herbs  and  Aowers  with  which  the  earth  is  va- 
riegated and  decked,  for  the  delight  and  fervice  x>f  men,  than  there  is 
hi  the  gifts  and  abilities  of  miniAers,  fcr  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  the 
church.  One  bath  qtiicknefs  of  parts,  but  not  fo  deep  and  folid  a 
judgment:  Another  is  grave  and  folid,  but  not  fo  ready  and  prcfential. 
One  is  wary  and  reierved,  another  open  and  plain  :  One  is  melan- 
choly and  timorous,  another  cheerful  and  courageous.  When 
thefe  different  gifts  atid  qualities  (hine  together  Jn  the  church, 
heavens,  'what  a  glorious  conAellation  do  they  make  I  and  n^hat  fwect 
benign  influences  do  they  ihed  down  upon  the  Lord's  heritage  !  AU 
thefe  minilierial  gifts  and  graces  are  improveable  for  CbriA^ 

X.  More  privately, 

2.  More  pubiicly,  by  bnotberly  union* 

I  More  privately.  When  God  caAs  the  lot  of  two,  cwr  more,  feU 
k)W*labotircr8  in  the  goipel|  upon  the  fame  city^  towa^  or  neighbour- 
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hood ;  what  a  blefi'ed  advantage  h$iVe  they  beyond  foUttrf  niiirift€i% 
to  carry  oa  the  work  of  the  Lord  cheerfully,  vi^oufiyi  and  fuccefi^ 
fully ! .  Wbilft  love  .caufes  their  hearts  to  clafp  and  clo(e»  how  muA 
their  work  be  facilitated,  fweetened,  and  profpered  in  their  hands  i 
But  if  once^arsandjealoufies  get  in  amongft  them;  if  pride»  en* 
vyi  or  carnal  intereft  diiTolve  the  bond  of  brotherly  love;  if  infteadof 
planting  for  Cbrift»  they  Once  be^n  to  fupplant  one  another ;  no 
words  are  aUe  to  fhew  what  a  train  of  mtfchief  and  fins  will  now 
break  in  ao^ongft  thenii  to  the  great  dilhonour  of  Chrift»  and  obftruc-* 
tion  of  the  gofpel. 

I  do  therefore  in  the  name  of  Chri(V»  as  upon  my  bended  knees» 
earneftly  entreat  and  befeech  my  brethren,  by  all  the  regard  they 
have  to  the  honour  of  Chrift,  the  ibuls  af  their  people,  their  own 
comfort,  or  the  fuccels  of  their  labours ;  that  no  envyings,  or  ftrifes, 
no  fupplantings,  or  detradions,  be  once  admitted,  or  named  among 
them*  Methinks  it  is  fcarce  imaginable^  that  thofe  wjiio  have  fo  lately 
aind  feverely  fmarted,  (hould  fall  again  into  the  fame  follies,  for  which 
God  hath  chaftifed  them. 

I.  And  ^sprudencf  direAs  us  into  the  way  of  our  profit  and  com* 
fort,  by  this  more  private  improvement  of  oor  gifts  and  graces,  fb  in* 
to  a  more  excellent  way,  by  a  getural  union  and  coalition  with  all  our 
brethren,  farther  diftant  in  place  from  us.  It  calls  upon  us  to  bury, 
and  forget  henceforth  the  fadlious  names  of  diftinflion,  growing  out 
of  our  different  apprehenQons  about  fmaller  difciplinary  points.  How 
many  fervent  prayers  have  been  poured  out !  how  many  excellent 
irenicums  have  been  written  by  thofe  excellent  minifters»  that  are  now 
at  perfed  unity  in  heaven  I  Though  tbej  did  not,  yet  I  hope  we  and 
our  cJUldren,  (hail  reap  tl^e  blefied  fhiirs  of  thoSc  ptous  endeavours. 
God  hath  ipoken  with  a  ftrong  hand  to  our  pious  and  prudent  bre- 
threo,  in  and  about  the  great  city  of  this  kingdom:  They  have  moft 
wifely  and  feafonably  projected  this  great  and  glorious  defign :.  They 
have  followed  it  clof^  with  unwearied  diligence,  admirable  patience^ 
Cbriftian  humility  and  condefcenfion  ;  and,  by  the  good  hand  of  the 
XfOrd  with  them,  have  brought  it  at  laft  to  a  comfortable  iflue. 

The  happy  refult  of  their  fervent  prayers,  and  frequent  brotheriy 
confults,  (all  praife  to  the  God  of  love  and  peace  for  it !)  are  now  in 
our  hands,  in  thofe  bleiled  (heets,  called  Hfads  of  agreement:  Whereta 
God  bath  fignally  helped  them  to  evidence  their  wiidom  in  the  choice 
of  words,  and  their  humility  and  charity,  in  mutual  and  neceflary 
conceflions  They  have,  by  the  mouth  of  an  eminent  brother,  (whofi; 
praife  is  in  the  gofpel,  and  whofe  hand  hath  eminently  affifted  in  this 
fervice,)  cheerfully  offered  up  their  praifcs  to  Jehovah-Shalom,  for 
making  the  two  flicks  of  Judah  and  Epbtalm  to  become  onejiickinhis 
^tvn  hand 

And  now,  brethren,  they  wait,  yea,  give  me  leave  to  fay*  Chrifl: 
waits  as  well  as  tliey,  for  our  explicit  confent,  and  cheerful  fafirages. 
We  have  beard  th^  joyful  found  of  our  brethren's  praiies :  Shall  we 
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aot  edo  to  it,  and  fay,  Halldujahi  and  again  HaUdujah  ?  Ephraiin 
fliall  no  more  envy  Judah»  nor  Judah  vex  Ephraim  :  Oar  fvords  are 
turned  into plow-fliares,  and  our  fpears  bto  pruning  books:  The 
Lord  hath  this*  day  rolled  away  our  reproach.  Thus  prudence  will 
direA  us  to  carry  it  with  love  and  unity  towards  our  lAthreOi  that 
labour  in  the  work  with  us. 

2.  Let  us  next  fee,  what  direftion  it  gives  us^  nmih  refpeB  to  our  ene- 
mieSf  tubo  endeavour  to  obffruB  and  hinder  the  nvork  of  the  Lord  in  our 
lands.  If  we  be  heartily  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  Chrift,  we  muft 
ezpe£t  many  adverfariesi  and  itrong  oppofitions ;  men  that  will  raife 
clonds  of  reproaches,  to  darken  our  reputation  among  the  people ; 
men  that  will  reprefent  us  to  them  as  ignorant  and  unlearned,  fafidous 
tnd  icdilious,  erroneous  and  enthufiaftical.  Prudence,  in  this  cafe, 
wiH  reffarainus  firom  rendering  reproach  for  reproach ;  and  ^x>pouDd 
to  ns  the  heft  projed  in  the  world,  for  the  vindication  of  our  names, 
snd  fuccefs  of  our  labours ;  and  that  is,  that  we  fo  preach  the  go/pelf 
that  the  people  may  feel  the  power  of  Chrift  in  our  doBrine ;  and  fo 
ItvCt  that  they  may  fee  the  beauty  of  Chrift  in  our  converfations ;  and 
fo  preaching  and  living,  we  (hall  bear  down  all  the  prejudices  of  the 
world  before  us.  Such  doArlne,  feconded  with  fuch  a  converfation,  like 
the  fun  in  the  heavens,  will  not  only  break  up  and  fcatter  all  clouds  of 
reproach,  but  (hed  down  their  enlightening  and  enlivening  influences 
npon  the  hearts  of  the  people. 

I  neither  do,  nor  dare  fuggeft  and  infinuate  any  thing  in  this  dif- 
courfe,  againft  any  party  or  body  of  men ;  being  convinced,  that  a* 
mongft  thofe  who  difier  from  us,  there  are  many  learned,  jnous,  and 
peaceable  men,  who  can  heartily  rejoice  to  fee  the  work  of  Chrift  car- 
ried on  by  thofe  that  follow  not  them.  But  fome  there  are,  almoft 
in  every  place,  who  are  more  cofictmed  (or  a  ceremony,  than  for  the 
fubftance  of  religion ;  for  a  tile  upon  the  roof,  than  a  ftone  in  the 
foundation :  Whofe  envy,  if  it  cannot  reach  others  by  imitation, 
will  be  reftlefs  till  it  meet  them  by  calumniation.  In  this  cafe,  minif- 
ferial  prudence  will  carefully  Ifaun  all  occafions  of  exaipcration;  and 
if  that  care  be  not  fufficient  to  avoid  them,  it  will  furnifk  us  with 
that  patience  and  conflancy  which  will  be  fufScient  to  bear  them. 
Thus  we  fee  the  neceffity  and  excellency  of  minifierialfakhfulmfs  and 
prudence^  diftin£Hy  confidered.     Let  us,  iiext, 

3.  View  them  conjun£lly  in  fome  fpecial  parts  of  our  work,  where- 
into  they  (bed  down  their  joint  and  conunixed  influences.  And  thefir, 
among  fome  others,  are  the  duties  of,    ' 

I.  Defending  truth  againft  error. 

H.  Reproving  offenders. 

3.  Dealing  with  diftrcfied  confciences. 

I.  There  is  great  need  of faithfidnefs  and  prudence^  in  defending  ttt 
truthi  of  Chrifii  againfi  the  errors  of  the  times,  thxrjaithfuinefs  indeed 
will  oblige  us  to  do  it-;  but  prudence  m:ift  direfi  us  how  to  do  it. 
The  cftablifhment  of  our  people  in  the  truth,  is  one  fpecial  end  of 
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\'ht  mftitutba  of  the  miniftry,  Eph.  iv.  1 1.  but  without  the  affiftance 
of  both  thefe  graces,  that  eiid  ts-neirer  like  to  be  attained.  A  faithfol 
tninifter  dares  not  be  filent,  where  the  (ouls  of  his  people  are  caa^ 
cemed ;  yet  all  his  endeavours  to  lecnre  them,  will  be  to  little  par- 
pofe,  if  prudence  be  wanting  in  the  management  of  that  delign,  Pru- 
^dence  muft  both  time  our  contentions^  and  regulate  the  manner  of 
them.  It  will  never  fufier  us  to  appear  too  foon,.nor  too  late :  Not 
too  foon,  becaufe  errors  ai'e  fometimes  beft  cured  1^  negle£l,  and  in  a 
little  time  grow  weary  of  themfelves  \  not  too  late,  left  they  get  headj 
and  be  paft  retrieve :  Hafty  contenders,  like  young  faulconers,  let  fly 
the  hawk  with  her  hood  ort.  Upon  the  other  fide,  if  friendChip,  or 
relation  to  feducers,  ftop  our  months  too  long,  we  may  in  a  few  days 
b<;  entertained  by  them,  (asThyeftes  was  by  his  brother  Atreus)  with 
the  limbs  of  our  own,  (fpiritual)  children.  Prudence  will  not  fuffer 
our  pulpits  to  ring  with  invectives  againft  feducers,  till  the  more  pri- 
vate and  gentle  methods  have  been  tried  in  vain ;  and  then  neither 
prudencf  nor fdithfidnefs  will  admit  of  longer  delay.  But  yet  when 
they  both  advife  us  to  engage,  prudence  muft  r^ulate  the  manner  of 
the  contention,  and  commands  us  to  urge  hard  arguments^  with  mild 
aHdfoft  language. 

£rrorift&  are  ufually  hot  and  pafllonate,  proud  and  daring  perfons. 
Moft  true  is  that  of  Naztanzen,  ^vArji;  dip/Mu  xm /MyoXcM  r»v7?i(  f^rct^x!'^ 
atliat,  hot  and  haughty  fpirits  are  the  caufcs  of  troubles  and  dillra£Uons 
in  the  church :  Hot  to  hot  will  never  do  well.  Thefe  h^gbts  and 
heats  sire  beft  taken  down,  and  cooled  by  ftrong  and  mild  reafon* 
ings :  '<  The  wrath  of  man  worketh  not  the  righteoufnefs  of  God/' 

1L.  The  joint  commixed  influences  of  both  thefe  graces,  muft  be 
found  in  all  our  m'msfterial  reprmfj.  Reprove  we  muft,  or  we  cannot 
be  faithful ;  and  prudently  too,  or  we  cannot  be  fuccefifuL  He  that 
is  filent,  cannot  be  innocent )  and  yet  it  is  a  meafuring  caft,  whether 
cowardly  filence  be  more  prejudicial  to  the  r^vover,  than  indiicreet 
ZztX  may  be  to  the  reproved.  Faithfiilneis  is  loath  to  lofe  the  foul 
of  another  for  want  of  reproof :  Prudence  is  jealous  of  lofing  it  by  the  ill 
management  of  the  reproof.  Faithfiilnefi  faith,  it  is  .better  to  lofe  the 
fmiles,  than  the  foub  of  men :  Prudence  faith,  to  fave  both  is  beft* 
Reprebenfion  is  Xuparf^alw  vaSw,  the  chirurgtry  of  the  paflions ;  and 
cutting- Work  is  no  ealy  or  pleaianc  work.  Sick  and  pained  men  are 
wayward,  and  pettifh  %  but^  prudence  will  caft  fetters  upon  their  pafli«* 
ons,  and  mUke  them  Ue  quiet,  whilft  faithfuloefs  probes  and  fearches 
their  wounds  to  the  bottom*  Prudence  can  ibmetimes  convqr  a  re- 
proof fo  eflre£hially  and  inofienfively,  that,  the  confeience  of  the  re* 
proved  (hall  fenfibly  feel  it ;  and  yet  his  paflions  net  be  awakened  by 
the  leaft  injurious  touch.  Faithfnlnefi  co^ders,  and  urges  the  ne» 
ceflity  of  the  duty;  prudence  confiders  the  quality  of  the  porfbn^  time, 
and  manner  of  application.  It  will  reach  the  fin^  and  yet  (if  poflible) 
avoid  the  ofience  of  the  finner.    It  fometimes  direds  us  to  convift  an 
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of(»Kl«r,  by  tnmsferring  the  offence  bf  mnf  of  fappoCdon  to  our« 
felves ;  fomrtimes  by  relating  a  fuitable  hifloty,  or  folding  down  a  re« 
markable  icriptore  threatening  or  example,  as  it  were  accidcntaUy,  to 
meet  them.  How  prudentlj  did  Nathan  prepare  Darid,  before  he 
came  to  touch  the  qutek,  with,  Thou  ^rt  the  man?  Above  all,  prudence 
adviieth  us  to  keep  outfelves  pure  from  thofe  fins  we  reprove  in  o* 
thers )  and  when  we  mv(V  apply  the  precious  oil  of  reproof  to  tbemi 
diat  we  work  it  in  with  the  warm,  foft,  gentle  hand  of  love  and  com* 
paffion ;  and  then  the  reproof  is  like  to  do  good,  and  the  reprover 
recehre  thanks  for  his  kindnefs  «<  Let  the  righteous  fmite  me,  it  fhall 
be  a  kindnefs :  Let  hino  reprove  me,  it  (hall  be  an  excellent  oilj  which 
fliall  not  break  mine  head,^  Pfal.  cxfi.  5. 

3.  Once  more ;  their  joint  influences  muA  alfo  meet  in  all  wr  did- 
ings  vjkh  diftrtjjid  ewtfcienees, 

Gonlcience  »  a  very  tender  thing,  and  when  fick  and  diftrefied, 
needs  to  oe  handled  both  judicioufly  and  tenderly.  The  wound  muft 
be  learched,  faith  faithfulnefi ;  it  muft  be  fearched  fkilfolly,  faith  pru- 
dence :  He  that  can  fo  fearch*  and  cure  it,  deferves  that  excellent  en- 
comium,  One  among  a  thoufand^  Job  xxxtii.  23*  What  expert  and 
dextrous  perfons  at  this  work,  were  our  Greenham,  Crook,  Dod,  B^U, 
and  Borrougbs !  Every  empiric  can  ikin  over  a  wound,  but  a  fakhfiil 
mim'fter  will  feareh  it  thoroughly,  and  a  prudent  minifter  will  heal 
it  warily} 

He  vulnus  in  antiquum  redeat^  male  jitma  cicatrix; 
Left  it  fefter  at  the  bottom,  and  break  out  again  with  greater  danger. 
It  requires  a  great  meafure  of  both  thefe  graces,  to  bring  general  con- 
fufed  troubles  to  fettle  upon  the  right  bottom ;  to  direA  a  fin-fick 
foul  to  Chrift,  in  the  true  gofpel  method;  to  fumi(h  the  tempted 
Chriftian  with  proper  weapons  againfl  Satan's  affaults,  and  teach  b:m 
bow  to  manage  them ;  to  diflbhre  the  doubts,  and  remove  the  fcmples 
which  arife  almoft  in  every  ftep  of  his  way  to  Chrift;  and  fo  to  fettle 
the  fluAuating  foul  in  a  fweet  and  fure  dependence  upon  hia  by  faith. 
Thefe  thinp,  I  fay,  require  much  faithful  prudence,  and  prudent  £utb< 
fulhefi. 

And  thus  we  fee  the  manifold  ufefulnefs  of  both  thefe  graces  in  the 
fervants  and  ftewards  of  Chrift.  Of  ibch  I  may  fay,  as  Chrift  in  the 
text,  WT!>o  then  is  a  faithful  and  nmfefervant !  Hie  nuncfi  finquii  PifcaiorJ 
rarijunti  rta  ut  ex  milh  hominibut  vix  unus  reperiatur^  qui  munere  ilh 
reBe  fungi  pjfit^  i.  e.  Thefe  fervants  (fiiith  PHcator)  arc  fo  rare,  that 
out  of  a  thoofand  fcarce  one  man  may  be  foun«l  that  difeharges  that 
office  aright.  Chrift  hath  not  many  fudi  fervants,  yet,  blefled  be  God, 
fom;  ftich  there  are.     And, 

3.  Whoever 9  ormtherever  fuch  finthfiil  and  wfe  fenfandi  are,  Chr^ 
win  abundantly  reward  them  in  the  day  of  their  account.  Which  cafts 
me  upon  the  third  and  laft  doArinal  head  I  promifed  to  fpeak  to.  The 
glory  prepared  for,  and  promifed  to  fuch  fervants  of  ChrUI,  is  elegant- 
ly laid  out,  in  (hining  terms^  by  the  prophet  Daniel^  XHu.  3ui«  3. 
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"  A^d  thef  that  be  wife»  (hall  flune  as  tke  brightnels  of  the  finna- 
ment ;  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteoafnefi»  as  the  ftars  for  •- 
ver  and  ever."  A  proniire  whkh  points  direftiy  to  faitbfiil  and  wife 
xniniiters.  What  a  beautiful  fight  is  the  azure  canopy  of  heaven^, 
when  it  is  about  to  (hut  its  beautiful  eye-lids  in  a  ferene  eveniM ! 
and  much  more>  when  it  is  about  to  open  them  with  a  fmile  or  blufli^ . 
in  the  dawning  of  the  ruddy  morningfj  And  how  is  that  beauty  a» 
gaio  outvied  by  the  glory  of  the  ftarsi  where  the  pleafant  light  fportt 
and  twinkles  I  how  doth  one  ftar  escel  another  in  glory !  Tet  thus» 
and  more  than  thus,  even  above  the  brightnefi  of  the  fun  itfcif,  fball 
the  fervants  of  Chrift  Oiine ;  who,  by  thxAr  faithfulnifs  and  prudence^ 
have  injlrumentally  turned  many  unto  righttfrnfrnfi  ! 

The  queftion  about  degrees  of  glory  in  heaven  is  not  necefiary,  biit 
problematical.  We  rejcd  with  abhorrence  the  popiih  dodtrine  of 
diverfity  of  glorieSi  as  founded  in  the  diverfity  of  merits :  Nor  is  it 
queftioned^  among  the  orthodox,  whether  there  be  an  equality  of 
glory,  as  to  the  eilentials ;  but  only  in  refpeA  to  the  accidentals,  and 
concomitants:  Amongft  which,  they  place  the  additionalglory  and  joy  . 
of  fuch  minifters,  whc^e  faithful  and  prudent  labours  God  hath  blefit 
ed,  and  crowned  with  the  converfion  and  edification  of  many  fouls. 
And  of  this  the  apofile  fpeaks,  i  Thcfif*  ii.  19,  ao.  <«  For  what  is 
our  hope,  or  joy,  or  crown  of  reyoioing  ?  Are  not  even  ye,  in  the  pr&> 
fence  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  at  his  coming  I  For  ye  are  our  glory 
and  joy.^  Where  we  find  a  very  remarkable  gradation.  He  calls  his 
ThcBalonian  converts,  <<  his  hope,  his  joy,  nay,  his  crown  of  rejoic* 
ing."  Hu  bope^  that  is,  the  matter  of  his  hope,  that  they  ifaould  be 
faved.  Hisjoy^  as  they  had  already  given  him  abundant  caufeof  joy» 
in  their  converfion  to  Chrift  by  his  miniftry.  And  the  ^<  crown  of 
his  rejoicing  in  the  prefence  of  Chrifl,  at  his  coming.'*  This  is  on 
high  flrain  indeed  I  The  meaning,  I  fuppofe,  is,  that  the  firuit  andfuo- 
ceS  of  his  miniftry  among  them,  would  add  to  his  crown,  and  redound 
to  his  glory  in  the  day  of  Chrift. 

O  brethren  I  who  would  not  f^udy  and  pray,  fpend  and  be  f pent, 
in  the  fervice  of  fuch  a  bountiful  Mafter  1  Is  it  not  worth  all  our  la* 
hours  and  fufierings,  to  come  with  all  thofe  fouls  we  inflrumentally 
begat  to  Chrift }  and  all  that  we  edified,  reduced,  confirmed,  and 
comforted  in  the  way  to  heaven;  and  fay.  Lard  here  am  /,  and  the 
children  tbau  hafi  given  me?  To  hear  one  fpiritual  child  fay,  Lord,  this 
is  the  minifter,  by  whom  I  believed  :  Another,  this  is  he,  by  whom  I 
was  edified,  eftabli(h<d^  and  comforted.  This  is  the  man  that  refolv* 
ed  my  doubtSj  quickened  my  dying  affeftions,  reduced  my  fotil,  when 
wandering  from  the  truth  i  O  blefied  be  thy  name,  that  I  ever  faw 
his  £ice,  and  heard  his  voice  i  What  think  we  of  this,  brethren  ?  But 
far  beyond  this  ;  what  will  it  be  to  hear  Chrift,  the  prince  of  paftors, 
fay  in  that  day,  <<  Well  done  good  and  faithful  fervant ;  thou  haft 
been  £utliful  over  a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many 
things :  enter  thou  into  the  joy  d[^  thy  Lord»'  IS9U  ixv.  21.  O  fin  I 
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we  ferve  a  good  Mafter^  who  is  not  onriditeoos  to  forget  our^ork, 
and  labour  of  love  for  his  name-fake  He  keeps  an  e^aA  account  of 
all  your  fenreot  prayers,  of  all  jour  inffarudtiTe  and  perfuafive  fonnonsi 
and  all  your  fighs,  groans,  and  pantings,  with  every  tear  and  drop  of 
fweat,  are  placed  like  marginal  notes  againft  your  labours  in  his  book, 
in  order  to  a  foil  reward. 

But  I  have  iar  out-run  my  own  intentioni  and  (I  doubt)  your  pa- 
tience too,  in  the  doffarinal  part.  I  confider  to  whc^  I  fpeak,  and 
ihaU  be  the  Ihorter  in  (he  application  |  which  I  fliall  difpatdi  apace, 
in  three  ufe^. 

1.  For  Information. 

2.  For  Reprehenfion. 
3*  For  Eidiortation. 

XJfe  I.  And  firft  for  our  information,  briefly,  in  two  or  three  con* 
fe£laries. 

Cm/eSary  i.  By  this  it  appears,  CArifi  bath  enahlt/hed'an  order  and 
government  in  bishoufe^  which  none  muft  violate.  The  church  is  a  well 
ordered  family,  or  houfhold,  whereof  Chri  ft  is  the  Head,  Chriftians 
members,  minifters  ftewards,  the  ordinances  food  to  be  difpenfed  by 
them  in  feafon.  Every  one  is  to  keep  his  own  place  and  ftation.  Paftors 
mud  futhfoUy  feed  and  govern  the  flocks  of  Chrift,  A^  xx.  28. 
People  muft  know,  honour,  and  obey  thofe  that  are  over  them  in  the 
Lord,  I  Thefll  v.  la.  Heb.  xiii.  17.  the  one  muft:  not  impofe,  nor  die 
ether  i:^urp  \  but  each  walk  according  to  the  rule  of  Chrift,  with  a 
right  foot,  ordinately  and  comely. 

This  order  is  the  church's  beauty.  Col.  ii.  5.  and  truly  we  may  ex* 
pcQ.  fp  much  of  Ghrift's  prefence,  as  we  have  of  his  jrule  and  order 
amongft  us,  and  no  more.  O  that  the  rules  and  orders  of  his  hoofe 
were  better  known,  andobfervedl  then  minifters  and  people  would 
clearly  underftand,  what  they  are  to  exped  from  each  other  in  the 
way  of  duty,  and  each  perfon  keep  his  proper  ftation.  Minifters 
would  not  invade  the  civil  callings  of  the  people,  nor  the  people  the 
facred  calling  of  tl^e  miniOry  >  but  all  things  would  move  ordinately 
feeundum^  Juh  etfitpra*  The  pleafure  of  fuch  a  fight,  would  as  much^ 
tr^fport  gracious  fouls  with  joy  and  pleafure,  as  the  order  of  Sok>- 
mon's  houfedid  the  queen  pf  the  South. 

ConfeAary  2.  In  the  light  of  this  truths  we  may  alio  read  our  duty, 
bow  v^  ought  to  govern  ourfelves  in  the  ordination  of  men  to  themim^enai 
oJjUe-  This  office  is  to  b^  committed  unto  faithful  and  able  men» 
2  Tim.  ii.  2.  not  to  novices,  i  Tim.  iii.  6.  (know the  neceflities  of 
the  churches  are  great,  but  no  more  bafte  (I  befeech  yon)  to  faiq>ly 
their  wants,  than  good  fpeed.  Sfi/i/  ceUriter  fiet^  fuicfuid  commode 
geritur :  That  is  foon  enough,  that  is  well  enough.  It  is  a  lefi  bar 
'  zard,  to  put  an  ignorant  ruftic  into  an  apothecary's  ihop,  to  conv^ 
pound  and  prepare  medicines  for  men's  bodies,  than  to  trofl  a 
man,  deftitute  both  of  faithfulnefs  and  prudence,  with  the  difpesifiiv 
MOD  of  Cbxift:'$  ordinances  to  men's  fouls. 
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Soipe  men  are  moved  by  pidfol  \ovr  ends,  i  Sam.  ii.  36.  «  Put 
tne  into  the  prieft's  officej  that  I  may  eat  a  piece  of  bread.**  Some 
t>y  ambition^  conceiting  themfelves  as  able  and  holy  as  the  beft» 
iN^amb.  xvi.  3.  What  men's  fecret  ends  are,  we  cannot  know }  but 
their  qualifications  for  that  work  we  may»  and  ought  to  know.  We 
are  folemnly  charged,  to  ^  lay  bands  fuddenly  upon  no  man/  z  Tim* 
V.  22.  In  Solomon's  time»  the  Jews  were  exceeding  careful  and  wart 
in  admitting  pr(2ielytes,  becaufe  they  were  then  a  flouri(hing  and  pro^ 
perous  ftate ;  not  fo  cautelous  in  time  of  adverfity,  as  Jofephus  ob« 
ierves.  I  would  difcourage  none  that  appear  to  have  jmous  inclina^ 
tlons,  matched  with  competent  qualifications.  Many  be  uicfiil>  that 
cannot  be  excellent.  Weaker  gifts>  rooted  in  a  gracious  hearty  will 
grow  by  ufing ;  but  nothing  grows  without  a  root.  I  think  the  plain* 
eft  men  have  done  the  greateft  fervice  in  the  church  of  Chrift :  as 
tender*eyed  Leah  brought  forth  more  children  than  beautiful  RacheU 
But  ftiil  fidelity  and  prudence  are  indifpenfible  qualifications. 

ConfeBarj  3.  If  there  be  fiich  rewards,  in  the  hand  of  Chrift,  for 
all  his  faithful  and  wife  fervants  ;  ^hen  we  have  nojufl  caufe  or  reafon 
to  repent  of  our  choice  of  this  afftccy  whatever  ffsfferings  and  reproaches  it 
hath  or  yet  maj  eMpofe  us  to*  I  believe  none  of  us  ever  yet  felt  fuch 
firaits,  endured  fuch  miferies,  or  fuftained  fuch  labours,  as  the  apoftle 
mentions  to  have  befallen  him>  a  Cor.  xi.  23,  24^  25,  261  27.  and 
yet  he  heartily  thanks  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  (for  all  that)  who  had 
counted  him  faithful;  and  put  him  into  the  miniAry. 

Brethren,  we  have  fcrvcd  a  good  Mafter,  and  have  caufe  to  ad- 
mire his  care  over  us,  gnd  bounty  to  us ;  and  whatever  we  have  fnf- 
fered,  we  may  fay  to  them  that  fhall  fucceed  us,  as  Tofianus  did  to 
his  children  and  kindred,  in  his  laft  will  and  teftament :  *  <  I  charge 
you,  my  dear  children  and  relations.  That  ye  never  be  alhamed  of 
the  evangelical  truth,  either  for  the  fake  of  offences  arifing  from 
within  the  church,  or  of  perfecutions  from  without  it.  Truth  may 
labour,  but  cannot  be  fupprefied  :  And  I  have  often  found  by  expe- 
rience, the  Lord  to  be  wonderfully  prefent  with  them,  that  walk  be- 
fore him  diligently  and  uprightly.'  O  he  hath  been  a  good  God  to 
us !  he  hath  covered  us  in  days  of  danger*  made  provifion  for  us  and 
ours,  and  yet  bis  beft  rewards  are  behind.  Let  none  fcare  at  the  re- 
proaches and  perfecutions  that  attend  the  gofpel. 

Ufe  II,  This  point  cafts  an  ireful  countenance  upon  all  unfaithful 
;md  imprudent  minifters,  who  give  their  people  th^  chaff*  for  the 
wheat,  and  ftones  for  bread }  who  glory  in  the  title,  and  live  upoo 
the  proi^ts,  but  neither  feed  the  flock,  nor  mind  the  account.  They 

•  Oittjhr  V0T,  lUens  ti  gemivs  chariffmt^  He  iUnu  veritaHs  tvatigetit4t  unftum  vu^i^ 
-vclprfter  fcandala  dmi,  vet  ff^r  perfiutUleaee^  qu^eforu  eteeitamhtr,  Pet^  emim  laie^ 
rare^  Jeimnn  w^ci  wri§m$,  St  nemfmel  nepertutfim  Domimtm  Deum  miretbilliter  addejfe  tU 
qui  eboram  ipfo  amMant^  et  imfim  yecittiim^  fiduU  st  Uff^re  ^/fufiar,  &c.  Melch.  Adai^ 
in  vita  To^aoi,  p.  f  W. 
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preacbt  they  pray,  bccaufe  thej  muft  do  fo  \  but  none  are  the  bcN 
ter  for  their  prayers,  or  preachiog.  They  feem  to  labour  an  hour 
or  two  ia  a  week,  but  their  labours  turn  to  no  account ;  nor  can  be 
ezpe£ted  to  turn  to  any  j[ood  account,  whilft  they  are  neither  aninia* 
ted  by  £aithfulnelsj  nor  guided  by  prudence. 

Agricola,  writing  de  antmantihm  fubUrramis^  tells  us  of  a  certain 
)dnd  of  ipirits  that  converfe  with  minerals,  and  much  infeft  thofe  that 
work  in  them.  They  feem  to  bufy  themfelves  according  to  the  cus- 
tom of  workmen ;  they  will  dig  and  deanfe,  melt  aiR  fever  the  me- 
tals, yet  when  they  are  gone,  the  workmen  do  not  find  that  there  is 
any  thing  done.  I  came  not  hither  (I  coxlfefs)  to  deal  with  this  Ant 
of  ipen ;  and  therefore  (hall  leave  them  to  confider  the  words  imme- 
diately following  my  text,  which,  like  a  thunder^clap  from  the  mouth 
of  Chrift,  difcharges  woes  and  threatenings  upon  them  \  ver.  48.  to 
the  end  :  <<^If  that  evil  fcrvant  Ihall  fay  in  bis  heart.  My  Lord  dc- 
layeth  his  coming ;  and  (ball  begin  to  fmite  his  feltow-fervants,  and  to 
eat  and  drink  with  the  drunken :  The  Lord  of  that  fervant  (hall  come 
in  a  d3y  that  he  looketh  not  for  him,  and  in  an  hour  that  he  b  not  a* 
ware  of;  and  ihall  cut  bimafunder,  and  appoint  him  his  portion  with 
hypocrites.  There  (hall  be  weeping,  and  gnafliing  of  teeth.**  Who 
can  aggravate  their  mifcry  more,  than  thefe  words  of  Chrift  have 
doner 

But  I  am  principally  concerned  at  this  time  about  our  own  defefis, 
both  in  faithfulnefs,  and  in  prudence  ;  though  neither  of  thefe  (I 
hope)  be  totally  wanting  in  us,  yet  our  defedb  and  (hort-comings  may, 
and  muft  greatly  bumble  us.  Ou«  vain  expence  of  much  precious 
time,  our  (huffling  haftc  in  fo  weighty  a  fiudy  as  the  falvation  of  our 
people  is;  our  iinful  iilence,  when  confcience  faith,  repwve f  our 
coldnefs  and  dead-heartednefs ;  our  unferious  and  unprofitable  con* 
verfes ;  our  pride  and  oftentation  of  gifts ;  our  negle£t  and  per- 
fonal  conferences :  All  thcfe  evidently  difcover,  that  both  our  brains 
^d  bowels  need  more  ftrength  and  tendemefs.  I  will  not  infift  here 
upon  thefe  particulars,  (let  us  do  that  in  our  fiudies)  but  haflen  to  the 
exhortation,  and  therein  to  the  clofe  of  this  difcourfe. 

USE    III. 

Are  faithfulnefs  and  prudence  theeCential  requiiites  of  the  fcrvants 
and  lie  wards  of  Chriirs  houfe  ?  And  will  he  fo  amply  reward  them 
in  whomfoevcr  he  finds  them  ?  Then  let  it  be  our  care  andfiudj  to  c^ 
prove  ourfelves  to  him^fudh  as  he  here  defcrtbes  and  encourages. 

But  who  am  I,  to  manage  fuch  a  work  as  this,  among  men  every 
way  above  me !  However,  you  bave  called  me  to  this  ftrvice,  and 
Chrift  hath  dircfted  me  to  this  fobjeft :  And  fliould  I  now  filcntly 
pais  over  this  part  of  my  work,  how  (haU  I  approve  myfelf,  ekher  a 
faithful,  or  a  wife  fcn'ant  to  him  that  fent  me  ? 
.  I  dcfpair  of  ever  having  fuch  another  opportunity  ;  I  fee  many  fa- 
ces in  this  aftembly,  whom  I  ihall  never  fee  any  more  m  this  world. 
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I  fpeak  to  the  mlniflers  of  Chrift,  the  guides  and  pailors  of  iamanf 
flocks.  May  I  be  in  the  leaft  inftramental  to  quicken  them  in  their 
duties,  their  refpedtive  numerous  congregations  will  reap  the  be- 
nefit of  it. 

My  brethren,  this  is  the  da;  I  have  often  wiihed  for,  when  in  the 
fad  and  filent  years  that  are  paft,  I  have  been  fearching  nfy  own  hearty 
and  enquiring  into  the  caufes  of  God's  indignation  (as  I  doubt  not 
you  alfo  have  done)  \  I  have  bewailed  the  forementioned  defe£b  be^ 
fore  the  Lord,  and  engaged  my  foal  by  folemn  promife  to  him,'  that 
if  he  would  once  more  open  the  door  of  liberty,  I  would  (through 
his  arace)  labour  to  reform,  and  do  my  utmoft  to  perfoade  all'  my* 
brethren  to  exercife  more  minifterial  faithfulnefs  and  prudence/ 

And  now  I  am  where  my  foul  hath  long  defired  to  be,  aiid  the 
'   voars  of  God  are  upon  n>e.;  fuffer  therefore  (deaf.brethroi)  yea,'  fufier 
from  unworthy  me,  This  word  vfacbortaiknT  Take  heed  to  your  mni^* 
ftry^  that  you  fulfil  it :  Take  heed  to  yourfilves^  and  to  thefiach  over  vAkh 
the  Holy  Ghojthath  made  you  overfeers.     Let  us  fo  ftndy  and  preach,  let 
us  fo  pray  and  converfe  among  our  people,  that  we  may  both  fave  our* 
felves,  and  them  that  hear  us ;  let  us  frugally  and  indnftriouOy  huP 
band  our  time  and  talents  for  Chrift ;  let  us  prudently  contrive,  zea- 
loufly  and  unanimoufly  execute  our  holy  contrivances,  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  his  kingdom  and  intcreft  in  the  world :  lliefe  are  plot* 
ting  times,  wicked  men  are  every  where  plotting  to  difturb  the  civi^ 
peace ;  let  us  hai^e  our  plot  too,  an  honeft  plot,  how  to  advance  the' 
intereft  of  Chrift  in  the  fouls  of  our  people ;  wherein  we  fhall  alfb  pro» 
mote  and  fecure  the  civil  peace  of  that  happy  government  weliveunder. 
Liet  us  learn  prudence  from  our  paft  follies,  and  conftanq^  from  our 
paft  experiences.     I  look  upon  you  that  are  aged  minifters,  as  feafbn*'' 
ed  timber,  that  hath  lain  out  near  thirty  years  in  the  weather,  yet 
neither  warped,  rained,  nor  rotten.    I  confefs,  in  all  this  time,  th«$' 
fun  hath  not  much  tried  the  force  of  his  influence  upon  ti6,  tfaougli' 
the  ftorms  have.    I  fufpeA  our  greateft  danger  will  be  in  the  fun- 
fhine  of  liberty.     If  we  hold  it  now,  and  manage  this  trial  by  liberty, 
mrith  eminent  faithfulnefs  and  prudence,  humility  and  peaceablenefty 
zeal  and  diligence;.  Chrift  may  account  us  fit  materials  to  build  his^ 
liottie.    Let  us  now  redeem  our  many  iilent  Sabbaths,  by  double  and' . 
tripple  improvements  of  thofe  we  enjoy  :  Let  none  of  us  dare  to  bring 
our  old  fins  into  our  new  pulpits.     Then  will  the  Prince  of  paftors 
iJ<ltght  in  us  here,  and  crown  oiu*  prudent  faithfulnefs  with  a  full  re* 
iRrard  hereafter.     In  order  whereunto,  give  me  leave  to  hint  (fof  I 
can  do  no  more  than  hint)  thefe  three  things  by  way  of  motive^  which 
are  wonh  thinking  on  : 

We  have  a  folemn  charge  given  us  by  Chrift. 

We  have  a  folemn  account  to  pafs  fhortly  with  Chrift. 

We  have  now  a  great  opportunity  to  improve  for  Chrift. 

I.  H  €  have  a  folemn  charge  given  us  by  Chri/l,  2  Tim.  iv.,  I,  2»  "  t. 
ct&arge  thee  therefore  before  Godj  and  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift^  who 
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fliall  jadgt  the  qijiick  and  the  dead  at  his  appearing^  aad  his  kmg« 
dom ;  preach  the  word,  be  mftant  in  feaibn,  and  out  of  feaibn ;  re-* 
prove,  rebuke,  exhort  with  all  long-fuffering  and  dodbine."  It  muft 
be  a  powerful  opiate  indeed,  that  can  fo  benumb  and  .(^upify  the  con^ 
fdence  of  a  minifter,  as  that  be  (ball  not  feel  the  awifui  anxtfaority  of 
fiich  a  charge* 

The  precious  and  immortal  Ibals  of  men  are  committed  tg  us  i  (buls, 
ttboQt  which  God  hath  concerned  his  thoughts  from  eternity  %  for 
the  porchale  of  which  Chrift  hath  flied  his  own  blood ;  for  tlue  win-* 
ning  and  efpoufing  of  which  to  himfclf,  he  hath  put  yod  into  this 
office  )>-at  whofe  hands  he  will  alfo  require  an  account  of  them  in 
the  great  day. 

a.  We  baife  a  f^etnn  account  at  t&a  day  to  pafs  with  Cbrig.  Heb. 
adiL  fj.  «<  We  watch  for  their  fouls,  as  thofe  that  muft  give  ac* 
count/^  And  what  6in  more  powerfully  excite  to  faithful  diligence 
in  the  diichargd  of  duty,  than  the  confideration  of  that  day  I  Which 
the  apoftle  had  metitioiied,  in  1  Cor.  v.  lo.  this  awful  appearance  be-' 
£>re  the  ju4gment-leat  of  Chrift }  he  immediately  infers,  verfe  ii« 
<  Eoiowing  therefore  the  terrof  of  the  Lord,  we  pcrfuade  men*' 

O  bretbren  I  let  tis  beware  of  committing,  or  of  negle£6ng  any 
thing,  that  may  bring  us  within  the  compafs  of  the  terrors  of  that 
day.  Let  our  painiiilnefs  and  faithfulnels,  our  conftancy  and  ienouf- 
]l(&i  compel  a  teftimony  from  our  congregations,  as  the  apoftle  did 
from  bis^  A£b  xxvUi.  a($.  *•  That  we  arc  pure  from  the  blood  of 
all  men.'' 

3*  We  have  a  great  opportunity  to  improve  for  Chrt/i  ;  which  if  we  do» 
wc  ihall  fulfil  his  charge,  and  efcape  the  terrors  of  his  judgment  in 
that  great  day. 

We  have  now  (if  I  miftake  liot)  the  iaifeft  feafori  we  ever  enjoy^ 
id,  ^ce  we  firft  preached  Chrift  ;  if  this  be  loft,  I  queftxon  whether 
we  may  ever  expeft  the  like.  There  is  great  odds  betwixt  our  pre* 
ient  circumfiances  at  our  retitm  to  our  flocks,  and  our  paft  circusi- 
fiances  when  we  left  them,  and  that  both  upon  our  own  account, 
s^id  upon  theirs. 

I.  Upon  our  own  account  t  We  were  then  youi^,  and  (ccfmparattve^ 
ly)  unexperienced  minifters  to  what  we  are  now.  Though  we  have 
too  many  defeAs  and  weakneiTes  fliU  to  lament,  yet  I  am  perfoaded 
we  have  not  fpent  fo  many  years  among  trials,  fears,  and  fuficrings  m 
vain.  Thefe  things,  I  am  pediiaded,  have  greatly  improved  our  ac- 
quaintance With  God,  and  our  own  hearts.-  It  will  be  as  iad  as  ftrangc^ 
if  they  have  not.  God  hath  been  training  us  up  in  faith,  humilitj, 
patience,  and  felf-denial  m  this  fchool  of  afflidion.  When  wc  could 
not  preach  the  doArine  of  fkhh,  we  were  reduced,  by^a  blefied  necef- 
fity,  to  live  the  life  of  fiuth.  The  rules  of  patience,  humility,  and 
fatisfa^on  in  the  will  of  God,  we  were, wont  to  prefcribe  from  our 
pnlpits  to  the  people,  we  were  neceffitatrd  to  praAiie  and  apply  to 
^ourielves  in  our  fad  folitudeS|  and  various  diftreflesi  through  which  ibc 
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Lord  hath  led  us.  So  that  now  we  come  better  furnilhed  to  the 
work,  than  ever  before.  And  I  hope  I  have  ground  for  you>  bre- 
thren, tb  fay,  as  the  apoftle,  of  his  coming  to  the  Romans,  that  you 
come  among  them  «*  in  the  fulnefs  of  th«  bleffing  of  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift." 

3,  J!here  is  great  odds  upon  the  peopl/s  accottnt :  Many  of  them  wCfc 
full-fed,  and  wanton,  when  we  left  them  ^  they  are  hungry,  and 
fliarp  fet,  at  our  return  to  them.  An  hungry  appetite  appears  in  the 
people  in  many  places,  not  without  great  caufe  and  reafon.  They 
are  willing  to  take  any  pains  :  your  words  now-  drop  upon  them  as 
the  clouds  upon  the  clefted  earth.  O  what  an  opportunity  doth  this 
give  to  accomphfh  the  great  ends  of  our  miniilry  among  them  f 

Lift  up  your  eyes,  and  behold  the  fields,  are  they  not  even  white 
unto  the  harvefl  ?  Let  hufbandraen  rather  lofc  their  feed- time  and 
harveft,  than  we  lofe  fo  precious  a  feafon,  fo  great,  fo  rich  an  oppor- 
tunity as  this. 

I  have  finiihed  what  concemeth  you,  my  reverend  and  dear  bre- 
thren, and  fellow-labourers  in  the  Lord's  harveft  :  A  word  or  two  re- 
mains to  be  fpoken  to  the  people,  and  I  have  done. 

You  have  heard  what  a  variety  of  duty  lies  upon  us,  and  what  dif- 
ficulty in  every  part  thereof;  yet  all  our  labours,  would  be  light,  and 
our  pains  pleaiant,  might  we  fee  more  fruits,  and  fuccefs  of  them  a- 
niongft  you 

Tour  barrennefs  and  unperfuadablenefs,  your  divifions  and  inftabi- 
Hty  coft  us  more,  than  all  our  other  pains  in  our  ftudies  and  pulpits. 
How  eafily  and  fwcetly  would  the  plough  go,  would  you  but  fet  both 
your  hands  of  prayer  and  obedience  to  aflit>  us  in  that  work. 

You  have  now  as  bleffed  an  opportunity  as  your  fouls  can  defirc, 
yea,  that  very  feafon  of  mercy  fomc  of  you  have  a  long  time  anxioufly 
defired.  You  have  confeffed  to  God,  that  you  once  finned  us  out  of 
our  pulpits ;  God  forbid  you  fhould  next  fin  us  into  our  graves. 

If  you  be  wanton  children  at  a  full  table,  our  enemies  are  not  fo 
far  off,  but  God  can  quickly  call  them  in  to  cure  your  wantonnefs» 
by  taking  away  the  cloth. 

The  llewards  of  Chrift  provide  choice  difhes  for  you,  even  feafts 
of  fat  things  full  of  marrow  ;  and  ferve  it  into  your  fouls  upon  the 
knee  of  prayer  in  due  feafon :  have  a  care  of  defpifing  it,  if  at  any  time 
the  difiies  be  not  garnifhed  as  you  expeft,  with  curious  figures,  and 
flowers  of  rhetoric. 

The  Lord  give  you  hungry  appetites,  found  digeftions,  and  thriv- 
ing fouls  ;  then  fhall  ye  be  our  crown  of  rejoicings  and  we  yours  in  the 
day  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  :  To  the  word  of  whofe  grace  I  com- 
mend you  all,  which  is  able  ro  build  you  up,  and  give  you  an  inheri- 
tance among  them  that  arc  fanftificd. 

Vol.  VI.  4  E 
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A  DOUBLE  SCHEME,  OR  TABLE : 

CONTAIKING>   IN    THE    FIRST   COLVMN, 

The  SINS  w^  incident  to  the  Membert  of  p^cnlar  ChordieSf 
pla'mlj  forbidden  in  the  Word>  and  for  which  God  fets  Marks  of 
his  Difpleafure  on  them. 

AND»   IH    THE    SECOND^ 

The  DUTIES  enjoined  on  them  in  the  Bcriptnre,  m  the  confiaeOf- 
tious  INfi:harge  whereof,  they  receive  iignal  Fruits  of  his  Favour. 


I.  Sirt.rrtHE  firft,  aod  more 
1  general  fin  of  church 
members^  is»  a  defed  in  their  care 
and  circumipeAion,  to  prevent  all 
juft  ofiimces  to  them  that  are 
without:  forWdden^  Col.  iv«  5. 
^  Walk  in  wifdom  towards  them 
which  are  without."  By  acarelefs 
difreg^rd  of  this  rule,  we  harden 
the  wicked  in  their  fins^  bring 
guilt  upoAOurfelveSy  and  reproach 
upon  the  nam^  and  ways  'of  God, 

II.  Sin.  The  ftcond,  and  more 
particular  fin  of  fome  church- 
members,  is  idlenefs,  and  negleQ 
of  their  civil  callings}  againftthe 
esprefs  rule,  2  TheC  iii.  11,  ia« 
«  There  are  fome  which  walk  a- 
siong  you  diforderly,  working 
not  at  all:  Such  we  command 
and  exhort  by  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrlfti  that  with  quietnefs  they 
work,  and  cat  their  own  bread/* 
This  brings  poverty  on  them* 
felves,  ^nd  fcandal  on  religion. 

III.  £ti7.  The  third  fin  is  tale- 
bearings and  revealing  the  fecrets 
of  families,  and  perlbnsj  whence 
many  (Irifes  arife,  to  the  cooling 
and  quenctung  of  mutual  love ; 


I.  2)«fy.npHEIR  firft  duty  is, 
1  to  be  often  toge- 
ther in  a£ts  of  Cbriftian  commu- 
nion. MaL  iii.  16.  <*  Then  th^ 
that  feared  the  I^rd,  fpake  of- 
ten one  to  another,"  &c«  Such 
meetings  for  prayers,  repetition  of 
fermons,  and  Chriftian  confer- 
ence, greatly  conduce  to  mutual 
edification }  which  is  the  pripcipal 
intention  of  Chriftian  fellowfliip^ 
£ph.  iv.  16. 

II  Dtay.  Their  fecond  doty 
b,  to  follow  and  back  the  gra^ 
defign  of  the  gofpel  in  the  wniid, 
and  therein  aflift  the  public  n^ 
niftry,  by  their  private  and  pru- 
dent helping  on  the  converfion  of 
the  carnal  and  carelefs  world, 
Phil.  iv.  3«  <<  Help  thofe  women 
that  laboured  with  mf  in  the  goC- 
pel,  &c.  For  the  JLord  Jefus 
Chrift's  fake,  and  for  thje  love  of 
the  Spirit,  ftrive  together  with 
me/'  Rom.  xv.  30. 

III.  Duty.  Their  third  duty 
i$  humble  condefcenfion  to  the 
infirmities  of  their  ipeakcr  bre- 
thren, and  denying  themfelves 
in  what  they  can|  without  fin. 
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txptf^j  fofbiddeni  Lev.  tit.  i6. 
'f  Thbu  fhalt  not  go  op  and  dowil 
as  t  tale-beared  among  tixy  peo- 
ple.'' And  t  Tim.  v.  13.  N<Jt 
oiilv  idle,  btit  tilers  atfo,  dnd  ba- 
Ijr-Dodies,  fpeaking  things  which 
th^  ought  not.*' 

IV.  Sin.  The  feortb  fin  i^ 
an  eafy  credulity  oi  private  wbif- 
pefS|  and  raiti  cenfnres  thereupon. 
Thi9  we  ought  not  to  do  againA 
the  meaneft  member.  2  Cor.  i\u 
20.  <<  Left  there  be  debates,  en- 
vyingSy  wratbs,  flrifes,  backbit, 
ings,  whifpcridgs/*  kc.  Much 
leu  agaitifl  churdi-officers ;  i  Tim. 
V.  19.  »  Agaiiift  ah  elder  receite 
not  an  accofationi  bat  before  two 
or  three  witncffeS.*'  This  ftrtkeS 
at  the  boftd  of  peace. 

V.  Sin.  Their  fifth  fin  is  in 
their  negle£l  of  Gbd^s  ordinances 
upon  flight  diverfions,  when  they 
are  neither  diiabled  by  works  of 
heeeffity,  or  mercy,  contrary  t6 
Hcb.  X.  25.  "  Not  forfaking  the 
aflembling  of  ourfelves  together, 
a^  the  manner  of  fdme  is.*'  Trivial 
occafions  ihould  divert  no  Chrif- 
tias  from  attending  upon  God's 
mrdinances. 


VI.  Sin.  The  filth  fin  is  a 
defeft  in  zeal  for  God's  ordinan- 
ces, njslnifefied  in  their  dilatory 
atteiidance;contrary  to  PfaLcxxji. 
I*  <<  t  was  glad  when  they  faid 
unto  toe,  let  us  go  into  thehoufe 
6f  the  Lord."  And  unfuitable  tO 
their  firil  pra£lice,  Gal.  iv.  5. 
<  Wbtre  is  then  the  blefledtiers  ?' 
&c. 

Vn.  Sin.  The  feventh  fin  is 
irreverencei  and  want  of  feriouf- 
nefi  under  ordinances :  contrary 
to  Pfal.  Izxzix.  7^  <  God  is  great- 


that  they  ^ve  them  tio  oAmc^. 
Rom.  IV.  I.  sf  We  then  that  arc 
ftrong,  ought  td  bear  the  infirmi- 
ties of  the  weak,  ^d  not  to  pleafe 
ourfelves."  And  ver.  2.  «^  Let 
every  one  of  us  pleafe  hi5  neigh- 
bour, for  his  g6od  to  edification.'^ 

IV.  Dut^.  Their  fourth  du- 
ty is  to  be  exceedingtender  of  the 
ctnirclfs  unity,  both  in  judgment, 
love,  and  pradice  ;  avoiding  (as 
much  as  n)ay  be,  and  as  far  as  the 
go(pel  rule  allows)  all  caufes  and 
occafiori^  of  divifion  and  fepara- 
tion.  &om*  xvi.  17.  <'  Marfe 
them  which  caufe  divifions  and 
ofiefices,  and  avoid  them."  And 
Phil.  ii.  I,  2.  «  If  there  be  any 
confolatfort  in  Chrifl,  &c.  be  ye 
like  minded." 

V.  Duty.  Their  fifih  ^uty  is 
i,  refpcAful  carriage  towards  the 
meaneft  Chrifthn,  and  to  have 
higherefteemofothersthan  them- 
felves.  External  things  make  nd 
difierence  with  Chrift ;  Rom.  zS. 
10.  <<  In  honour  prdEnrring  one 
another.*'  Gal.  iii.  28.  "  Ye  arc 
all  one  in  Ghrift  Jcfus."  Yet  a 
decorum  is  to  be  kept  fuitablc 
to  civil  difierences  ;  Ephef.  v. 
21.  «  Submittittg  yourfelves  to 
otie  anoher  in  the  fear  oi  God." 

Yl.  Duty.  Their  fixth  duty  IS, 
meekly  to  I'eceive  reproofs  from 
each  other  for  their  fins,  efbecial- 
ly  when  the  matter  is  juft,  and 
the  manner  of  delivering  it  regu- 
hr ;  Pfal.  cxli.  5.  «  Let  the  righ- 
teous fihite  me,  it  fhall  be  a 
*a  kindhefs  i  And  let  him  reprov6 
me,  it  (hall  be  an  excellent  oil," 
&c. 

VlLDtOy.  Their  (cvcnth  du- 
ty is,  to  communicate  their  fpiri- 
tual  flock  of  gifts,  graces,  and  ex« 
periehces,    not  interfering  with 
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ly  to  be  fe:ired  in  the  aiTembly  of 
the  faints  \  and  to  be  had  in  re- 
verence of  all  that  are  round  a- 
bout  him."  And  this  is  nia- 
nifefl:  in  vain  attires  ;  i  Cor.  xi- 
lo.  ««  The  woman  ought  to  have 
power  on  her  head,  becaufe  of  the 
angels.**  And  unfeemly  pof- 
tures  and  geflures  ;  Eccl.  v.  i. 
'«  Keep  thy  foot  when  thou  gOeft 
%o  the  houfe  of  God  j  and  be  more 
ready  to  hear,  than  to  give  the  fa- 
crifice  of  fools.'* 

VIII.  Siti.  The  eighth  fin  re- 
proveable  in  them,  is,  the  negleA 
of  giving  and  taking  due  reproofs 
from  each  other  ;  contrary  to  Lev. 
5cix.  1 7.  "  Thou  flialt  in  any  wife 
rebuke  thy  neighbour,  and  not 
fufFerfin  upon  him."  And  Chrift's 
own  rule,  Matth.  jtviii.  15.  "  Go, 
and  tell  him  his  fault  between 
thee  and  him  alone."  And  fo 
for  taking  reproofs,  fee  Pfal.  cxU. 
5.  "  Let  the  righteous  fmite  me," 
&c. 


IX.  5/«.  The  ninth  fln  is,  mu-» 
tual  ftrlfes  and  animoGties,  not 
feafonably  and  prudently  compo- 
fed  among  themfelves,  but  fcan- 
daloufly  expofed  to  the  view  of 
the  world  j  contrary  to  the  apofr 
tie's  rule,  i  Cor.  vi.  5,  6.  "  Is 
there  not  a  wife  man  among  you, 
&c.  But  brother  goeth  to  law 
i^ith  brother,  and  that  before  the 
unbelievers  ?  Now  therefore,  there 
is  utterly  a  fault  among  you." 

X.  Sin,  The  tenth  fin  isj  the 
privatenefs  of  their  fpirits,  center- 
ing too  much  in  their  own  con- 
cerns; exprefsly  condemned,  Phil, 


public  ofEcers,  nor  by  finful  par* 
tiality  including  foroe,  and  exdu^ 
ding  others  (to  whom  it  is  as 
due,  and  who  may  have  more 
neeti)  from  the  benefit  thereof  \, 
I  Pet.  iv.  10.  *•  As  every  maa 
hath  received  the  gift,  even  fo 
minider  the  fame  one  to  another." 
I  Tim.  v.  21.  "  Obferve  thefe 
things,  without  preferring  one  be- 
fore another,  doing  nothing  by 
partiality," 

VIII.  Duty,  Their  eighth  duty 
is,  cheerfully  to  communicate  their 
outward  good  things  for  the  relief 
pf  their  brethren;  Hcb.  xiii*  16, 
"  To  do  good,  and  to  commtiEi- 
cate,  forget  not."  And  the  bet- 
ter to  enable  them  hereunto,  to  be 
diligent  in  their  callings;  £ph. 
iv.  28.  "  Working  with'  his 
hands,  that  he  may  have  to  give 
to  him  that  needeth,"  And  efpe- 
cially  to  make  comfortable  provi- 
sion for  their  roinifier$,  not  by 
vay  of  courtefy,  but  duty;  1  Cor. 
ix.  14.  "  Even  fo  hath  God  or- 
dained, That  they  which  preach 
the  gofpel,  (hould  live  of  the  got 
pel.'^ 

IX.  Duly.  Their  ninth  duly 
is,  not  only  to  relieve  thediftret 
fed  members  of  Chrif^,  but.  to 
fcek  out,  and  vifit  them ;  to 
know  their  fpiritual  and  temporal 
wants,  in  order  to  a  full  diJchargc 
of  that  duty  ;  James  i.  27.  *'  Pure 
religion^  and     undefiled    before 

r  God  and  the  Father,  is  This,  to 
vlfit  the  fatberlefs  and  widows  in 
their  afHiftion,"  &c. 

X.  Duty,  Tlcir  tenth  duty 
is,  to  put  charitable  confiruAions 
upon  doubtful  words  and  anions  ; 
and  if  either  v^ill  admit  a  dguble 
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11.  ai.  "  All  feck  their  own,  not  fenfe  always  to  take  it  in  the  fair* 

the  things  that  arc  Jcfus  ChrKr's."  eft,  according  to  the  law  of  chari« 

And  contrary  to  fcripture  exam-  ty ;  i  Cor.  xiii.  7.  *<  Charity  bear- 

pie,    2  Cor-.xi.  29.  ««  Who  is  cth  all  things,  bclieveth  all  things, 

weak,  and  I  am  not  weak  ?  Who  hopeth  all  things,  endureth  all 

is  offended,  and  I  burn  not  V*  things.''     And  fuch  a  charity  will 

defend  and  maintain  chnrch  peace 

'  and  unity. 


Six  Benefits  of  walking  by  thefe  Rules. 

1  B  at  O  TRICT  and  heedful  attendance  to  thefe  rules,  wilPput 
^  '  \^  a  luftre  upon  religion  before  the  world,  and  make  it 
glorious  in  the  eyes  of  fuch  as  now  defpife  it.  Tit.  ii.  10.  <«  Adorn 
the  doftrine  of  God  our  Saviour  in  all  things."  Which  he  here  ipeaksj 
to  encourage  all  to  ordinate  walking. 

II.  Ben^t,  This  will  allure  and  win  the  world  over  to  Chrift,  and 
wonderfully  profper  and  further  the  defign  of  the  gofpel.  Phil.  ii.  15, 
16.  "  That  ye  may  be  blamelefs  and  harmlefs  the  fons  of  God  with- 
out rebuke,  in  the  midft  of  a  crooked  and  perverfe  nation,  &c.  That 
I  may  rejoice  in  the  day  of  Chriil,  that  I  have  not  run  in  vain,  neither 
laboured  in  vain." 

III.  Benefit.  This  will  effeftually  flop  the  mouths  of  all  detrafting 
and  blafphetmiiig  enemies  of  religion,  i  Pet.  ii.  15.  ^«  For  fo  is  the 
will  of  God,  that  with  well-doing,  ye  may  put  to  filence  the  ignorance 
of  foolifli  men." 

.  IV.  Benefit,  This  will  eminently  glorify  God,  which  is  the  ultimate 
end  of  our  beings.  Matth.  v.  16.  "  Let  your  light  fo  (hine  before 
men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which 
Is  in  heaven." 

V.  Benefit,  This  will  fill  the  people  of  God  (by  way  of  evidence) 
with  much  inward  peace.  Gal.  vi.  16.  "  And  as  many  as  walk  ac- 
cording to  this  rule,  peace  be  on  them,  and  mercy  upon  the  Iftael  of 
God." 

VI.  Benefit.  This  will  ftcurc  the  prefence  of  God  with,  and  a- 
mongus  ;  whence  refults  both  the  efEicacy  of  ordinances,  and  the  (la- 
bility and  glory  of  the  churches :  For  Chrid  walks  among  the  golden 
candlefticks,  and  threatens  the  churches,  in  cafe  of  defedlion  from  go& 
pel  rules,  <^  to  remove  the  candleftick  out  of  his  place,  except  they 
repent,"  Rev.  ii.  i,  5. 
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